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CHAPTER XII (cont1d)

Enough fell short of the target and close encugh to the Battalion

bivouac to make eéveryone regard them with more than idle curiocsity,

No one will ever forget their blazing trails of light or the eerie

sound of their motors as they wingsd on a destructiwe path westward

After eight full days at Schalkhoven everything was set, and
when orders came to move on December 9th +o the Hurtgen Forest

sactor of the 9th Army front, the Battalion was ready,

CHAPTER XITI

COMBAT

December: T
The month of December 1944 heralded the entry of the &'

Battalion into combat, During the initial eight day period of
refitting and readiness at Sehalkhoven, the Battalion was alerted
and unalerted several times, On the 4th of December an order was
received alerting the Battalion for movement with the 78th
Division, newly arrived in the ETO. This was under the 9th Army,
Then érders ceme on the 5th assigning the 78th Division with this.
Battalion to the XVI Corps of the 1st Army. This change of units

on paper was to be a common procedure, everyone wWss soon to find

out,

Finally on December 9th orders ceme to move, not with the
78th Division, but to the V Corps sector.and to be attached to the
8th Division., ' The Battalion moved out in a long, proud column,
marching across the Albert Canal °, down through Verviers and Eupen, |
scross the dragons teeth of the Siegfried line, and into the Hurt-

gen Forest in the vicinity of Zweifall, Germany,

This initial combat mission had the Battalion attached to

the 8th Infantry:Division, with the mission of relieving the 893rd
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CHAPTER XITI (cont'd)

T.D. Battalion and the 644th T,D, Battalion and thence covering
all possible tank approaches along the division front-in the
J__‘Eo_s__apmch-(}arrqater-ﬁurtgen—Bergstein-Kle inhat area between the

Hurtgen Forest and the Roer River.

The night of the 9th December ‘wes spent in the eeris darkness
of the Hurtgen Forest, the constant booming of Corps Artillery 155s
and 240s kept almost everyone awake or touchy, while Major Rummele,
Battalion Executive Officer, Captain Omenhiser of "B" Company and
his three platoon leaders , plus Lt, Powell of "g" Company, whose

7
platoon was to be attached to "B" Company, procedeg.to Bergstein to -

make & night reconnaissance of gun positions to be occupied the

following night,

It was while on this reconnaissance that the first two 3
casualtiesin the Battalion occured., Lt.Schnieder of "B" Company
was Wounded in the hand by mortar fragments, and Lt, Powell was
slightly wounded by fragments of an anti-tank mine set off by a
passing half-track., Lt. Schnisder was evacuated, and Lt. Cannon,

& recent addition to the Battalion, tock over his platoon,

The next morning the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col, Bardes, went
forward to the Command Post of the 644th T.D. Battalion with the
company commanders and platoon leadsrs of "B" and "C" companies
to establish command liaison and make arrangements for relief of
the 644th that night. Later that morning Captain MoKenzie and his
two remaining platoon leaders went to Klenihal, while Captain
Lowery of "A" company and his platoon leaders went to the vicinity

of Vossemmh‘ to reconnoiter for gun positions.

Most of this sector of the front was undsr enemy observation
and intermittent, but heavy)mortar and artillery fire, so reconnoi-
tering for the gun positions was not the simple task desoribed in

fiéld manuals,
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CHAPTER XITI (cont'd)
bR

The reconnaisance completed, all platoon leaders, and company
commanders, after a thorough baptism of fire and the ugly sights
of the ruins of men and buildings caused by war, returned to their
companies assembled in;;;fest. Just befure dark the Battalion Cp
moved to a new location at Mulartshutte, near the LDivision CP, then
under cover of darkness and smidst heavy fire, and even merial
bombing, the gun companies moved into firing positions on the night
of December 10-11. By morning all 36 of the 3"towed guns were dug
in and ﬁreparad for a determined stand. During the ensuing days
all positions were constantly under enemy observation and fira,
and the Battalion's two Reconnaissance platoons estsblished obser-

vation posts to better ths eyes of the Battalion,

The occupation of positions was an exceedingly hazardous
undertaking and Division and T.D.Group staff officers were ame.zed
that it wus sccomplished without loss of personnel or equipment.

The terrain was particularily rocky and a severe blizzard was raging
&ll the time; particularily in Klenihawm and Bargstein:;:. :gg;r mortar
and "88" fire. In this area the enemy had each house, haystack, and

road targeted in so there were no areas immune to fire,

For his outstanding leadership, displayed in this operation,
Captain (menhiser of "B" Company was awarded the Bronze Star Medal.
The first display of heroic action came early in the dark morning of
December 11th when Pwb. Crutcher of "A" Company entered an unmarked
minefield while gathering revetment materiaml and had his right foot:
ﬁlown off, Cpl. Stivenson and Pvt, Ambrose immediately rushed to
his aid, but Pvt. Ambrose stepped on another mine and had hisilaft 1
foot blown off. i Cpl. Stivemson tended to both men safely and brought
aid through this dangerous minefield and had them evacuated. For

B
their utter disregard for their own safety, both Stivsq;%é?and Ambrose

were awarded the Bronze Star Medal.
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CHAPTER XIIT (conttd)

While the gun companies and the reconnaissance platoons were
daily swesating out ememy fire, the Battalion re‘a.r echelon had not
forgotten them. An advance 8upply point was established in the
forest just to the west of Hurtéen to facilitate the flow of rations,
smmunition, and clothing to the men in +the holes. The Battalion
surgeon also set his aid station up at this point , within ome mile
of all company CPs. The Battalion rear schelon remained at Mulart.-
shutte, but on the 15th of December, the Battalion CP moved to the
vicinity of ‘Germetor_,,ao as to be closer to the company CPs and
facilitate control and communications, This move put the Battalion

Commander and his tactical staff within easy reach of all company

commanders.

In the meantims, on the 13th of LVecember, an incident occurred
for which Lt. Col. Bafdes was later decoratsd with the Bronze Star
Medal. " The action is best described in the words of the official
citation: "On 13 December 1944 at about 0800 hours, the 817th
Tank Destroyer Battalion received word that ememy infentry wes
infiltrating through our (78th Division) line in the viecinity of
Vossenach, Germany. Lt. Col. Bardes immediately went to the 2nd
platoon of Company "A" where the report originated and found two Non-
commissioned officers of the 311th Infantry., Lt, Col. Bardes
assembled the personnel of one reconnaissance platoon who were
digging M~8 emplacements in that sector, sent a message to the CO,
of company "A" to assemble all avallable personnel in the GP area
and immedimtely sent them to the platoon GP ares and sent a measage
to the 311th Infantry requesting reinforcements. With a small force
of approximately forty men assembled in the platocn area, Lt., Col,
Bardes personally led the men to the ares in which the enemy was
reported to be infiltrating and sent out patrols to determine the

direction of enemy fire and to locate the ememy,
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CHAPTER XIII (cont'd)

The remaining men were employed forward end to the flanks as
infantry. Mpanwhile a reserve Company of the 311th Infantry came
forward and took over the organized positions of the T.D.s™ and
with the information furnished by the T,D. patrols, the infantry

was able to move into the wooded areas and repel the enemy penet-
ration. Lt. Col. Bardes had maintained consbant communications with
his platoon and company CP and by his presence on the ground was
able to direct the T,D. troops and to advise the CO. of the infantry
company on the employment of his unit against the penetrations

upon his arrival in the area." The presentation of this award

wes made by Major General Weaver, then commending the 8th Infantry

Division.

Tactically the situation remained static, but during the
ensuing deys all gun crews and reconnasissence QFs worked feverishly
at furbher digging in snd improving their positions. With concent-
rations of over 500 rounds of enemy fire landing in various company
areas during several periods of short duration, no prompting was
needed on the digging. "Dig or die" was the by-word, At the same
time company, platoon, and battalion communication personnel were
busy laying and repairing telephone wires, in all kinds of weather,

day and night, end usually, in the company areas, under fire,

Notwithstanding the excellent Bun positions and revetments
dug by the men of the Battalion there wers oasualties in the
Battalion. It was inevtable with the great volume of artillery
fire that came into Klenihan, Bergstein, and Vossenach. "A" Company
was fortunately in the area least fired into, but "B" company with
the second platoon of "C" company attached, and "g" company itself,
in Bergstein and Kleinhaw fesyectivaly, took a severe pounding
from the enemy. On the first morning in firing positions, T/5 Fink,
T/5 Gilley, and Pvt, Mission, all of the lst platoon of "C" company,
in Kleinhaw were killed in action, or later died of wounds received
that day. 1In addition to the killed, from the same platoon, Sgt.
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CHAPTER XITII (contrd)
el Bt 0

Piccons and P{e. Johnson were wounded by artillery fire and had to

be evacuated. In Bergstein, Pvt, May of the 2nd platoon of "("

company was killed by artillery, but no member of company "B", in the
same Bergstein area, was ever killed or ever even wounded, Down in

the "A" compeny area, pvts, Marco, Wray, and Greener were killed when
they walked into & minefield near a knocked out American tank, All of
the Battalion's casualties at this time were caused by artillery and
mines and it was impossible to fight back against these ememy weapons,
Everyone just héped and weited for some of the enemy to put in an appear-

(K39 arde”
ance so that they might fight back, but,none ever came, and ib—was—rseesg-

T u)::u neceisar
&% to carry out the Battalion's defensive mlsalon*to Jjust stay there and

take it, !

Bach day, no matter what the weather or the dangers of enemy fire,
the Battalion Commander and various members of his staff would go,‘r;'isit
the gun positions to check their protection and fields of ffre and to do
everything possible to improve the health, comfort and welfare of the
men, The S-4, Captain Cornett, acquired overshoes for all men, which
greatly reduced the threat of trench foot—=a disease of the feet
peculiar to the cold and wet conditions of the front at this time, To
insure that all men in the "holeg" had overshoes, the men of Headquarters

Company gave theirs to the gun companiss,

To add to the welfare of &ll, the Battalion's Ffirst pass quota
sent one officer and eleven men to the 8th Division rest center at
Eupen on the 16th, However this proved to be no rest at all fort hs
threat of Garma.u P a.ratroopers &8 part of Von Rundstedts Ardennes

offens:.ye sent the men out armed with carbines ang rifles to scour
ﬂthe wc;;:ls and check t%le roads. As a result of this German offensive
thers were some changss cﬁ péper, the Battalion and Uivision being
transferred from the V to the VII Corps on the 19th, A similar change
oocurred on the 22nd when the Battalion passed_ﬁ?k the centrol of the

RIX Corps and the Ninth Army. Still thers were no changes on the ground,

page 32

.‘\uflmll[ ?3[ d
;& thl.’\ mln

WW



CEAPTER XIIT (contrd)

Christmas had its good points and it also had its bad,points,

e

Turkey hed been made available to all companies for a Christmas dinnsr
at supper time, Real turkey with all the trimmings was quite a treat,
All during the pt‘evious.day’, Lt. Col. Bardes and Major Rmmelaﬂhv;‘iited
each company and platoon C,P, and all 38 gun positions to wish a "Werry
Christmas" to all. As much as possible, every one did have a nice
Christmas, although there were disappointments among the rumormongers
when their biggest and best rmncrf)thé;t Hitler was going to surrender
on Ckristmas Day, fell through. " But, before the day was over, there

wes a new mission to accomplish,

The pressure of the German counteroffensive was becoming even
J; greater and it became necessary to shift some troops on this front,

Soon after dark on Christmas night orders were received to relieve &
part of the 772nd Tank Destroyer Battalion, to the north of Kleinhan._]
in the Gey-Strass sector. This extension to the north necessitated
further shifts, While "A" Company remained substantially in the same
positions, "B" Company withdrew its platoonsfrom Bergstein and placed
one in the Kleinhai eresa, while the 2nd platoon of "C" Company reverted
back to "C" Company. All thres platcons of "g" Company then moved
north to the Gey-Strass area end Jjust before dawn of December 26th,
completed the relief of the 772nd Tank Destroyer Batbtalion. In the

| : meantime the other two platoons of "B" Company took up positions c¢loser

to the Roer river to the scuth of "g" Company at Bz.gheim. It was necass-

| ary for the platoon leaders of "B" and "g" Companies to resonnoiter for

! routes and positions in the darlkm and to literally sweep minefields

| with their feet., It was a hazardous adventure but agein ons accomplished
without casualties, For the new seb-up the 1st recomnaissance platoon
established Of No. 5 overlooking the Roer River at Kreubzaw and 0P Mo 4
covering the terrain betwsen Bergstein and Bagheim, #hen everything was
set, "B" Company had its GP at Kleinhen and "@" Company at Gey., "A" Company's
reméined the' semez-in the forest, just wost oF Gérmeter,
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CHAPTER XTII (contrd)

While the original mission of the Battalion had been to support,
with one compeny, an attack on Sohmidt, and with the other two to hodd
off any counterattacks, the attack never materialized and the missign
wes actually converted to & defensive one, Now the mission of the
Battalion was purely defensive, Deployed in depth along the norhhsrn
flank of the Ardeunes Bulge, the Battalion was ready to repulse amy
Germen armor that might seek to extend the "Bulge" to the north, None
ever came, but the Battalion was always ready, not only in its primary
positions, but with alternate and.supplementary positions chosen and
prepared for each weapoq; from bazooka to 3" guns, Each day, of course,
the gun positi&ZS were improved end communications and liaison maintained
by each company with the wnit it was supporbing, "A" company with the
28th and 121st regiments, IB"™ company with the 13th regiment, all of
the 8th Division, and "g" company with the 113th Cavalry Group which

was attached to the Division,

Shooting down an enemy airplane is something which every man in the
outfit wanted to do, T/5 Woodward of the lst reconnaissance platoon
wes the first to do so, Ons day, 4 ME 109s showed up and straffed the
road where Woodward was working near his M8, He first took shelter in
& fox hole but after the planss had mede a couple of runs he decided hetd
hed enough and dashed to the .50 ¢alibre mounted on his M8 and let go

& few bursts which brought down one of the planes and scared off the rest,

Perhaps the two luckiest persons in the Battalion were Capt, MoKenzie
and Lt., Kopelke of "¢ company. On the 27th, as they were reconnoitering
for new positions, their Jjeep was blown every which way. MNeither officer

was injured, other than a few scratches,

About this time of the month a mumber of chenges were made in the officer

personnel of the Battalion. Several new offieersﬂgbinsd the Battalion,
with L&, Hill and Jacoby going to "A" company, Lt.Cannon and L, Helring
to "B" company, and Lt, Jordan was assigned as a limison officer, On
the 28th, Capt. L;wry was evacuated dus to a recurrence of an eye ail-

ment and Lt. Vogel, the Battalion reconnaissance officer,was given
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CHAPTER XIII (Cont'd)

command of "A" company, “t. Hofmann of "g" company replaced Lt, Vogel
on the staff and Lt, Coburn took over Lt, Hofmann's platoon on December

30th,

The month closed with all companies improving thiir positions. "¢"
company had a platoon of 57s attached and was Bmplaoing- them, Each company
was given an extra 3" gun to emplace, and the reconnaissance platoons,
in addition to digging in their M8s also had a German Pak 75 anti-ta nk
gun to emplace and man. In all,the Battalion now covered a front of

gome 17,000 yards with 39 three inch gons, 1 PAX 75, and 4 M8s.

The month of Uecember saw the Battalion come a long way---from
the peace and quiet of the marshalling area in Schalkhoven §to the
thunder and death of the fromt lines, All men were now real combat
soldiers. All had been under fire and had seen men wounded and killed-—

' " the Buttaling and cownlless orfers yu e Ludan ey

with 4 dead and 10 wounded, The actual physical oclash with the enemy
was all that semained to come, but they were ready for it. Perhaps the
new year would bring this about, Everyone hoped so for they had worked
harjd to prepare a warm reception for any German Panzers that might show

themselves,
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January proved to be a completely static month, for tha Bnttalion, for,
with the excaption of one of Ren's M-8's, not a move of a platoon, company, or
Battalion installation was mndor 411 of the 36 guns of the Battalion remained
‘in their new positions established Christmas night,

This, however, didn't mean that the men of the battalion were inactive,

On January 2nd, thg Battalion Forward CP moved from the forest west of GQermeter

to the forest just west of "Purple Heart Corner" at Klsinhau, Log hutments

were built for the CF, and for the quarters of all personnel, Of course, this

move necessitated the‘ relaying of miléa of telephone wire and the communications 1
personnel were busy for days, REach gun crew further prepared its position and its‘ I
quartsrs, ;.xnd where furniture and other luxuries were available, some of the gug-

outs were made quite elaborate, The security crews had their machine guns dug-in

and they prepared positions from which to fire their bazookas, '

The order from Diviaion‘ in Decembar which required that alternate and
supplementary poaitions be selocted and prepared for sach urew-sarved weapon, was
furthar amended and called for plans of withdravrl to be made and for a reconmiaa-
ance of gun positions to be made along the division northern flank, southern flank,
and &long & lins in the rear running through Stolberg to Mulartﬂchutte. The plan
was ms.da by Ma.jor Hahner. the 8-3, and the reconnaissance made by Lt. Hofmann, the
Reoonnaissance Officer, When the reconnaissance was completed the battalion Com-
mander and the Company Commanders ingpected the positic;na that had been selected and
made themselves familiar with the routes thereto. ‘

To increase the density and depth of the well-built defensive front, ‘the
battalion received and manned two additional 75-mm PAK German anti-tank guns be-
tween January lst and %th, one going to "A" Company and the other to "B" Company ;
a.lao)by the 18th, nine sdditional thres inch gunslnre manned, equally divided among

the companies,

Higher headquarters desired to test the efficiency of a plecs of naval matariel

-in the form of the 3" illumi;mting or star shell, 1In order to coopsrate, ome of

"A" Company'sand ons of "B" Compamy's #" guns, in depth pos'itions, were taken out
and surveyed in by division artillery on January 5‘th.' The firing of .theaa guns
proved to be the sum»total of the Battalion's firing for January, "aA" Company
firing a total of 14 rounds between the &th and 19th and "B" Company 25 frounds
betwsen the 14th and 18th, Although these crews couldn't see the resulta of their

work, they were at least gzjafifiad by hearing their guns go off and knowing they

- ‘were acoomplishing something active.
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The two reconnmissance platooms, the, first in ther north half and the net;ond
in the south half of the Battalion sector continued their good work in January,
From (R8s juet back of the infantry front line fox-holes in Vessenach, Bergstein
and along the Roer they reperted every movement and noise made by ths enemy.

.‘From @ 5 a strange sight was nightly reported which later proved to be tim fire
trailing from the tails of V-2s shooting wpward from the Reich's Cologne Plain
and targsted for England,

The Battalion received & better queta of pesses during this .month and bathing
facilities were increased. Every twe days an officer and three enlisted men were
sent to the Ninth Army rest camp at Falkemburg, Hollamd'for 48 hours, On the 20th
the first qu:.;ta. went i:e Paris, Arrangements were made by the Headgquarters Cermend-
ant f'or 48 men per day to bathe .in Btolberg at the oity baths. This was quite e
treat and meant that each man could get % shower Almost. omos every 10 deys, Alter
& bath and a ohange of olethes, there were doughnuts and ceffes at the Red Cress

Cantesn,

4All during January the weather was ex’cramely\ cold and snow fell in abundance,
The slushy ribbens that were roads in December were now the fropzen highways eof
January. Everycne improvised sStoves and coal was iasﬁed to the various units. Bach
Company made improved feeding arrangements and hot "B"rations wore served to all men
at least once ;n da.y, and usually twice. Everyone could see now where the Tennesses
mansuvers of a year age were beneficial, for everyone had laaz;ned there somethihg
of how te keep dry, warm; and in good spirits,

Of course, the colonel and his staff were out daily insparcting ;mrpqaitiem
and living conditions and seeing that everycns was getting along well,

Numerous advancements and awards were ma&e during January. 2nd Lts Tally and
Floberg were promoted te lat Lt on January Zn;l, and on the 28th Lt. Vegel, "A" Com-
pany commander ra‘olimd hia"rlilraad traoks: as did Lt. Terry, whose job as moter

*officer under a new T/0 and E cnllad for a oaptmcy. S/Sgt Powars of "C" Cempany‘s
2nd platoon received a letter of commendn.tion from Col, Biddla (commanding the 113 I:h
Cavalry Group) for excellence of his gun emplacemsnts and the selection of his posi-
t.iona. On the 1lth, Tec Gr V McBurnie reoeived the first award of the Battalion,

other than the Purple Heart, when Lt, .Col, Bardes pregented him with the Brongze

Star Medal for meritorious service rendered from 24 August, 1944 to 12 November, 1944,

Lastly Sgt.Altimore of "(" Company received the Cetificate of Merit for meriterious

service while the Battalion was with ADSEC,
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The new T/0 and E, already mentionsd in the paragraph above, was dated
September 1, 1944 and called but for a few changes in a tewsd T. D, Battalion,

Tke principal change was that the prime mover was to be the T 41 (an A+18 T. D

w o

with the turret removed) instead of a half-track, and all companmy motor sergeants
were made technical sergaants instead of staff sergeants. In addition of cousse,
the Moter Officer wes to be a Captain,

Although the month is called static, there wae still some danger and excits-
ment, Enemy artillery continuved to coms in, one shell taking a toll of § casualties,
inciuding ons fatality, Pvt. Barrile, of the 3rd platoon of "Cﬁ Company Tt was
not uausual for shells to land in the gun emplacements but so well were they con-
structed that no demage to personnel, guns, or ammunition rgsulted-from these hits,
It was when the men were in the open that the danger ocame., WMines too took their
toll. On the night of the 25th Lt, Robohn and his driver Pvt. Midzyineki were in
a jsep that pit & mine, instently killing the driver and knoeking Lt. Robohn out,
The vehiele started to burﬁ and only the prompt ;ction of Pvt, Ciminski, who was
following saved Lt, Robohn from fatal burns'and death. Lt. Crowley of "A" Compamy
kad n little fun on the 19th when hs spotted a Kraut vehicle and trailer across the
valley from Yossonaeh. J#e immediately reported it and through/a complicated phene

iyt .
honkagr, not knowing eifher the gun éositiona or his own relation to the gun tar-
got line, directed the fire so accuratsly that. the fifth round of artillery knocked
out the wshiole,

The beet bit of excitement came on the 21st when 200 paratroopers were re-
ported te have dropped just after dark in the vieinity of Uhtermﬁik&tch and dbargi;
";ubagh on the Reer River, "g" Company had one gum directly overlooking Untermau-
bach and kmowing this, Brig. Gem. Weaver, Commanding General of the 8th Division
telephoned the Battalion Comm;ndar to determine the credlbility of the report. As
fate would have it, the wires were out so the colonﬁl had Lt. Hofmann hastily .
organiza & patrol %o go to the banks of the Roe:fzfﬁffif?ﬁﬁij"infgg?izfgiEyr{33Hkﬁ
Colonsl L, Hofmann e thv elements of the CP and Recon, forming the patrol, pro-
mmhi5$mq i
cedsd to Gsy where Capt. McKenzie, Lt. Tall% and & few more men were picked up, Then
they all procé?ad in vehicles to the hills overlooking the river. Here the road )

disappaar&d in the glistening drifts of snow and it was necessary to march the last m

mile on foot., A strong wind was blowing and considerable fire was going both ways

overhead, In addition flares were constantly sent up by the enemy making every

mambar of the patrol faal quite neked and exposed. Nevertheless, the last gun of
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"C" Company was ga.ined) and while the Colonel ramained there in order to get a
call through to General Weaver to inform him of the situation, the i:atrol led by
Lt, Hofmann and Lt, Tally probeﬁad into the town to the very banks of the Roer .
River, Nothing but friendly troops, and a maze of minefidlds and berbed wire were
found so the patrol returned, In the mp&ntime communications were esteblished
and the Colonel was able to tell the Gemeral of the true situation at this point,
Well, that was about the biggest excitement of the month, Daily the gu.nnerx's
waited for a Panzer to show itself but none ®ver came and you can't shoot some-
thing ‘that doesn't appear, So, the battelion ended the month with 53 consecutive
days in the lines, without having fired a shot, except the star shell, but only
because the enemy didn't appes;r. Everyone in these irying conditions and positions
may be proud of the high morale and excellent spirits of the Battalion, and may
feel sure that no German attack could have broken through the Battelion's stout

wall of well-manned, well-prepared, 45 three inch guns, |

f N;"r}r-‘ (LASSIED © - f
Authoilty . 735'3 / 2:

L WU TR




Februarys
Just as Junuiry wes & static month for the Battalion, so February

was 2 momth of movement, and also a monmth of comparative regt,

During the first few duys of February, the Battalion remaindd in

its same positions but &:Teryﬁ'hcre in the sector one could see the prepa—
rﬂ-:-ions being laid for the coming big spring offensive, Heavy artillery-m
moved up just behind Hurtgem and Kleinhat and the "Long Toms" and 8 ©
howitzers poured tons of shells into alreudy battered Schmidt and other
Hoer River defemses. The snows began to melt and the wtda. gradually

dis integrated into ribbons of slush. The megsing of scores of tankg in

the ares further chewed up the roads , making them almogt impissable

in the Battalion sector. But, traffic managed to roll and socom the irea
wag filled with tanks, doughboys, and atfborme troops ready to jump off at
the. ;ivcn signal and begin the lomg delayed drive imto Germemy ™" Tohthe, =1
South the lugt vestigzes of the "Bulge" had digappeared and there was no(
lomger a threat there.

Ag this mammoth comcemtratiom of supplies and personrel mounmted in

the sector of the Battalion ome began to womder Just whet the Battalion'is
part im this great drive was to be. On the 5th s they knew. The Batbtdlion
ws relieved from the 8th Division amd was attached to the 99th Vivision,
which wis them located im the Bulge sector. Immediately Lt. Gol. Bnrdes‘,,
together with his S-3, Major Hahmer; S-l, Capt. Cornett; Hq. Co. Commmndamt ,
Gapt, Edgar; Lt. Redden, Recomnaisgange repregentative; and Lt. Jordan,
liaison ofi‘;i_car, proceded down thc\bmi‘fic—packed roads to the GP of the

99th Division, After a lomg, cold, wet trip they arrived at tle GP

located in Humningen, Belzium, where they contacted the division staff

and the' division anti~tenk officer, Capt. McCullom,

It was planned that tie Battalion would move to relieve the T,D,
Battalion then atbached to the 99th Diviszion. However, tle 99th wig itself o
expecting to be relieved and enter a rest area im 2 matter of 2 or 3 days.
With this im mind it was decided that another T.D, Battaliom sitting idly .
by’ would relieve that battaliém attached to the 99th and that tie 817th 1
would, still attached to the 99th, proceed girectly to the regt area. L —
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February; (cont1d)

When this mrity returned to the Battulion CGP in the Hurtgem Foregt,
they found further orders, im comflict with those already received and
assigning the Battalion to the VII Corps. However, after a daéy of con-
fusion caused by this conflict im orders, coprrections were made by
higher headquarters and tp= Battalion was to carry om as plannsid, However,
Corps clexrance was Recessary to put the Battalior on the crowded roads axl
move it. In order to be prepared to mve on & moment'y® notice the BattaTion
Commander gave orders for all companies to pull their gums out of positiom
and for the S-L to turn in the 9 extra 3" guns whith the Battalion had.
This movemsnt of pums and concentration in compamy aggembly areas was acoom -~
Plished with & maximjum of speed and 2 minimium of confusiom evem though
gun commanders were comfrombed with the problem of gettimg thair gums out
t.h‘rough mid and slush, and in several cases under cover of darkmegs, for
the enemy pogitions still had not moved, and the Krautsg edbuld still directly
obgerve mamy of the Battaliom's sun positiong.

foag Priority was fimally granted the Bittalion on the 10th and early
that mor#img the Battalion was om the move, After sixty comsecutive days
in the limes with never a platoon or compamy relieved by armother outfit,
the Battaliom 18f4 the lines and wound its way down the Borduoms rosds of
the Hurtgen Forest, through the semi~destroyed German villages, back zcross
the Siegfried Lime and imto Belgium, Here they headed for Ihgmistey s sn’all
¥illage just 1/2 mile wesgt of the main I.a;_ag"o-ncﬁen highway, about 10 miles

from Liege. Here began a ghort bt very welcome period of rest.

liere at Thémister everyone lived imgide s the officers amd mem alike
being billeted in the homes of the Belgian ofviliams . This weg quite a
contrast to the log dugouts so recently occupied,

While at Themisterall was mot régt. A1l wedpons znd vehicles ware givem
thorough maintenance and overhauling and a lst Army Ordnance ffnspcction
showed that they were im excellent condition, A training schedule wag in
effect covering subjects which the mea h.d showm a deficiency‘in during
their stay at the fromt,
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Februarj; (cont'd)

There was rest however. Hest and recreation were well deserved arnd
the men got # ., Passes were authorized for Eupenm and Verviers, ard the
Battalion sent comvoyg into Liege almosgt every nmight. FPass quobas to
Paris and Brussels were also received and there wags hardly a men who dids
mot get to some recreationm cen‘b@m_;l Of course, showerheads were available

ard everyone took advantage of them, Even the Red Cross fimally me around,

Iwo ceremonies were aleo held while in Themistep, Llhe citizems of the
‘bown held a memorial service on the 13th , in homor of the Battalion's 9
war dead ia the form of a Solem Requiem High Miss in the willage church,
Of vourse most o the officers and men attended. On Saturday, the 1Tth,
the village preseated & colorful scene, The ageistant divisiom commander
Wag to com this day to imspefit the Battalion. ¥or the occision the villagers
had cooperated by hanging out their Belgian and American :Eln.gs—. General.
Huyberry was quite impressed with the meatmegs and splemded appearance
of the mem and im 2 brief ceremory in the village square, tie general,
flamked by two of tie Battalion's 3" gans, delivered a short addregs and
smarded seversl decoratioms to mem of the Battalion. A% this ceremony
Cpl. Yeager of "G' company, Gapt, McKemzie of HGH company, T/5 Slack of
Medical Detachm rt, and Pfc. 0lzal, Medicel Detuchment were awarded the
Bronze Star sedal. ifter tlhe general had concluded, th: Battaliom
Commnunder spoke sigply and impressively of the mem of the 817th who had made
the supreme sacrifice. Taps was sounded and with the fadimg of the notes

the ceremony wag over.

This rest wus cut short however whem orders were received om the 22rd
relievimg the Babtuliom Ifrom the 99th Divigionm and attaching it to the L08th
F.A. Group umder the III Dorps, effective the 23rd. This called for & move
and or the 23rd the Battalion was again onm the road, this time towards the
long battered and recently captured “_Shcz.hlxqi@”se_ctor)overlooking the Hoer
River dams. While the Battalion wag at Thimisurthé. Germing had degtroyed
the gates of these dams and caused & flood along the lower fger, which wag
holdirg up the sprimg offemsive im this sector. S0, the Battalion had mo t
missed any actiomn durimg its rest. Now the Babtalion was to tuke part im
the offengive crossing of the Roer by firing indirect fire misszions under
the supervision of the LOBth F,A, Group. Compamy "A' had positioms in
Schimdt itself, Compamy "BM Tj‘uat south of Schmidt, and compamy "C" to the

- west of Schmidt, A1l compamies rin their own fire direction cemters [
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Februarys (cont 14)
and the terms "splash" and "mo fire lime ", amomg others, mow were heard

frequently in the gunm compaRy GFs ard Fire Direction Centers.

While the gun companies fired, the rest of the Battalion wig not idle .
The two recommaissance platoons furmished gecurity for the Elrattailion CE and
#lso helped maintain the wvital phome lines, Headgquarters Company wag busy
supplying the 3" ammmition of which the Battalion fired 5920 rounds while
in this operatiom. Artillery is suppoged to be an easy job, but no ome
found the combimation of grueling weather, enemy straffing, and incoming

artillery,too eagy,

S0y the month of February, which firat gaw the Battalion along the fger
River ended with the B‘;a.t'l;alinm again along tle Roer but further south im
a new sectar, and in & freshly captured one. Artillery firimg was not t;h e
Battalion's "meat" and everyome gbill hoped that tlt chamce would come for
some direct firimg at ememy tanks or defensive installatioms, Perhaps that
would come inm March, especially mow that the Hoer fver crossimz wag fimaily
being successfully made during the l-st 3 days of February and 11 umits

\

Were preparing to cross and advance further imto Germany.
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Mmrchs

March came in like a lion when orders were received on the first
for the Battalion to spring into action, A T.,D.. Battalion is & panther-
like organization and 8itting idly on its haunches firing artillery missiomns

is not to its liking,

The orders detached the Battalion from the a.rt;glle&y and a,tta.ched it
to the létix Cavalry Group, in order to support it in its drive from the

Roer to the Rhine, :

On March 2nd, the Battulion made its long awaited crossing of ther
Roer River aﬁ"‘-"ﬁidigg&nl_\and began its ‘participution in the celebrated advance
from the Roer to the Rhine, "A" company and the battalion CP moved
twice that day ending up in the tewn of Hochkitchin, where "A" company

repained in reserve, Veanwhils, "B™. company moved to an assembly poaitton

with the 18th Cavalry Squadron in the vicinity of Nomnioh and "g™

Sompany went with the 32nd Squadron to Soller, Soon, all were to see action,

The "book" probably didn't call for the use of towsd guns in th¢s
aituation, bu’c u.northodox but effective use of the towed guns by the

spirited crews proved that towed guns could be used effectively,

On the 3rd, l‘a.ptza.:i.n Omenhiser moved his company inte Gymnich and
took up diract fire positions looking across the Erft Canal, Tha.t night
€pl. Nemésnak and Prt. Ball made the first killing and capture for the
Battalion, Standing guard at their security outpost they saw four men
moving towards them. The corporal challenged them. Théy stopped and
froze in their tracks, Th;n, one of the ahﬁdowy fig}ures hurled a grenade,
Before the gren-ada hit the ground , Ball's tommy gun sputtered flame and
death and one of the four men :collapse&. -Ball pulled the trigger. again
and ancther man fell, Instantly the remaining two raised their hands and
shouted "Kemerad”, What happened to the German grenade? It proved,

fortunately to be a dud, 8o, after the inecident, "nj company chalked up

£l

one Eainia daa.d Wit wuundod and & prisoner, and 2 healthy prisoners,
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March: (cont'd)
While all this was taking place, "g" company moved from Beoller to

Ahren, but encountered no opposition. Then, on the 4th, they were
ordéredd to proceed to Liblar, whers the "doughs" were still fighting the
"Krauts"., First, in order to get the towsd guns in #b the town they had
to by-pase some of our tanks which apparently wers hesitant about entering
the town. This didn't stop the T.D, men in their thinskinned half-tracks :
with their towed guns behind, The infantry's progress was being held up
by an enemy pill-box, The TDs were called upon to destroy it. Lt.
Pows1l ‘moved two of his 2nd platoon guns forward, Sgt. Jamf, gun
commender, and Cpl, Dqﬂniqantonio, gunner, maneuvered the gun inte a
difficult position with utmost 8kill and shot AP into the point of enemy
resistaxce

. The Krauts were quickly convinced that the plaoce.was too. hot
and they Jumped out into a nearby tren#h, They were scon finished off,
when in a split second, Lt., Powell called for a mortar concentration on
the position. -This incident had all been witnessed by -the Battalion i
Commander and he was éuite impressed with this exceedingly cood offensive
use of the towed gum. This point of resistance neutralized, the battle

moved on,

"A" company, originally the reserve company, had, meanwhile, moved
into artillery positionms at Pingsheim and was placing firs on German
positions., They remained here until the 7th when they moved up on the
road to CoI%lne{Koln) Rear Liblar. On the same day the Battalion gp,

had moved into Koltingen along the Erft Canal,

Jﬁst & side glance at the big pisture, On the Tth of March tho 9th
Armored Division of the III Corpa: of the First Army had captured the 7. %
Remagen bridge over the Rhine se all of the well-laid plems were cast aside
and new ones formulated to exploit this great achisvement. l

Two days after the Battalion C.P. moved to Kottingen,‘"k" Company moved
to Dorf Pingsdorf for further artillery missions, The same day. "B" Campany,
this time with the First Recomnalssance Platoon led by Lt, Redden, moved
into Bruhl and "C" Company into Sechtem. To céntralize its position

with respect to the companies, the Battalion C.P. moved well up forward
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March: (cont'd)

to Walberberg,

Cpp?aition all through the sector had proved scarce,~- Lt, Dushkin's
Recon Platoon, on a foray across the Erft Canal had met none whatscever-- and
by the 10th the 14th Cavalry Group had completed its assignment by clearing
its sector, The B17th was not to remain idle, however, for they wers detached
from the Cavalry and reverted to Corps coutrol,
Orders wers soon fortheoming and the §attalion moved to the vheinity
of Bad Godesburg for an indirect fire mission with the 40lst Field Artillery
Group, This brought the whole Battalion up to the Rhine on the seme day, although
the Battalion Raconnaiaaanoe officer had been the first member of the Battalion
up to the Rhine River, when he made a route reconnaissance to the Remagen
ridge on the 8th, Here at'Bad Godesburg, the femous resort city where Hitler
had conferred with French and British appeasement leaders in 1938, the two
Teconnaissance platoons established QR's along the Rhine and guarded the
Battalion C,P. while "A" apd "g" Companies took artillery positions in the
hille to the west of the town and "g" Company prepared direct fire positions
on the banks of the Rhine, Horg the:Rhins was only 300 or 400 yards wide,
Too much exposure on his part cost Private Albanese of "p" Company & snipaf@
bullet in his leg. Indeed, "B" sompanyts guns were so close to the water's
edge that several of the gun commanders had mersly to depress the tubes of

their guns into the water to clean them,

While in these positions "B" company of course had the most fun and
and excitement for they could see what they were shooting at. They hit
one half-track, 5 (ps, a large lodge housing enemy troops, and sanklseveral
barges which were reported ?o be housing snipers, The other two gun
companies in the meantima poured round after round into enemy positions.
0f course they couldn't see the &amage done, but the serial observers reported

excellent results,

Headquarters company, and particularly its transportation platoon,

was kept busy at all hours of the day hauling 3" ammunition to "A"

company and "G" company.
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