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7 REPORT
HCE FLATOON

¥rom 1 Docenber 1944 to 2 Janusry 1945 ths lst Peconnaiss:nee Plutoon
of this Hattulion was under the direct leadership of Lt. James N. Ericker,
pov in a hospitul as the result of a back injury suffered during combat on
or about 16 Dscember 1944. . :

1 Dec 1944 = Routse wurkers for battalion movement from Danvillo. l?rvnco
‘to Luon, France.

2 vec 1944 = ..outs mrkar- for bnttalion uovmnt rx'om Luon. !’nmo to
‘ Charloroi, Eslgiume : , . i
. i
' 3 Dec 1944 - ioute murkers for battalion movemant from Ohulorci. Bolgi\u
, to Laafelt, belgium,.

4 Doc 1944 - billotod ixx.Lunj:‘olt, Pelgium and cleaned omipuentq

A2

5 wc 1944 = jsotor maintenance, ammunition detail, and personal oquipmont
maintenance. p o

¢ 6 Disc 1944 + Suze schedule as fho Stﬁa
7 iec 1044 = Cewms scheduls as the Sthe

'8 Dec 1944 = lloute markers Por battelion moveuant to teisten, Delgium -~
from Laafelt, Zelgiume Arrived Welsten approximataly 1430 hours and Mlht’od.

9 Dec 1“41: = Vicinity of »oiuton, Belgium on routine guard, final proparutiola
for combat and duily waintenanca veing performed.

10 Dse 1944 = Gave sohudylo ‘a8 tho 9the

11 Dac 1944 - Lame schedule as the 9thes lot und 2d Keconnaissance Pla~-
todns attacned to Coupiny “A™ thia Battalion for disposition,

1?2 Loc 1944 e Lowed from veisten, Belgium to Krewinkle, Bolgium and re=~
leesed from Company "i" eontrol and .attuehed to 18th Cavalry Squadrom, 24
Platoon to stay attackod to Company "A", . ,

13 Dec 1944 » Dispnszd as ord@red by 18th Cuvalry Squadraone. To'tnka the
positions und work of ths €17th Tank Destroyer Lattalion relieved. ‘ork con-
8!l sted of manningy wachine-gun poeitions and outposts in éonjunction with e
trole and positions of the Cavalry Platoon under constant but sporadic miper
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after/aftor & ttle eugort, First ieconnsivsince Platoon, 1 Dec 34 to
L Dec 44 incl cont'd.

and uortar fire = ovcusionally artillery.

14 Dec 1944 = Substantially the same as the 13th, Repairing and ime
proving positions, and 8lit trenches. Familiarization with the terrain,
Days wers under fire but alghts were gquiet except for occagional flares,
enosy and frioudly. wms frisadly flurs revealod an emeuy patrol of estie-
vated olght wene 52411 arwus fire and hand grensades dispersed the patrolo
hest of night wus quiet.

15 Lec 1lU44 = _xue routine, Lume us the 13the No unusual osccurrences.
Night very quiet. . :
16 LDec 1944 = inewy artillery barrage sturted at approximately 053C

houre aad countituwsd a heavy coucantrat ion for about one hour and a half,.
Then the burrugs wtopped suddseuly axd the Jermen Infantry which hud moved
up close startvd heavy firs with small arws and automatic weapons. :nemy
tried to wove up wortsr teaws (estimated eighty (60) mm) to the imerican
flauk but vach time the squais were either killed or too seriously wounded
to move. Cavalry and Reconnaicsence Flatoon working together.

4t 1152 hours the neconnalssance Flatoon was ordered to evacuate from
Yrewiuxlo and go to Lunderfeld = this order was given by the Cavalry Come
wander et rrewinkle. latoon scted us both advance and rear guard for the
withidrawal. The Platson Sergeant belug in charge of the mdvance guard and

the rlatoon Leader im chiar;je of the rear. Smll arms fire was placed oun the

columte irrived at Landerfeld about 14C0 hours. Some of the 16th and 324

Cavalry OSquadren gol wixed toygethar. st about 1600 hours the platoon leader

wont to the CP of the l4th Group and asked for ordsrs inasmuch as he could
find no trace of his oripginully aussigned unite Commmnding Officer of the
13th Oruoup told hiw to rejoin Compamny "A“st YHerresbache Arrived at lierres-
boch et about 190C hourse One M-8 had been hit by shell frugment s ani lost
ull eu;;ine 0ile tho molor”froze™ snd the Ciavulry destroyed the yehicle come
pletely. In the vicinity of iunderfeld one (1) i=8 also injured by shell
fragoenuts “"froze™ on the hill lsuding irnto Horresbache 7The Keconnaissance
cfficer attewpted with the FPlatoom Leader to tow this vehicle in., it could
not be moved so it wus stripped of all sttippable purts and other parts
gnashedes Losses this duy totaled two (2) Li=8 armored _cars, one (1) jtonm,

4 x 4 - diruct Wit by urtillery, no men, and two (2) ¢ ton, 4 x 4 vehicles

with six (6) wen m1051ng, rlus nuarous items of peruonal equipmmt doutroyod

und ucavoldably leit in 7 govinkle.

17 Sec lYi4 = »ovad from Hurraahach Eelzium to Loidorvdmmols. Joinod

by six (6) e acd two (2) } ton, 4 x 4‘0 roported missing. Ome"jsep™ out
of coumisuion dus to bullets in the =otor = towed by the first "jeep”.

Tlatoon ordersd to Luttulion Pear lchslea by Commuding Officer, Comp&nyi
- "A" to reorguuire and re-equip. Flatoon started to rear echelon locatod at

Vontenaillo. upent the rnight at Vielsalm.

18 Dac 1944 = Left Vielsalm about 083G hours and prosseded to Fontemailla, |
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! After/aAftor Battle Report, First Reconnaissance Ilatnon

3 1 Dec 44 to
. _ec-44 inecl eont'd, j

Yot rear eshmlon on road. Turnad around and Joined column to Tendeux.
Billeted for night,

L
|7 .
. 19 Dec 1944 < Returned to Viblsalm at 1430 hours wlth “jesps” and mache
g ino gune snd ammunition taken from rest of battalione ttachnd 1 14th
f Cavalry Group as security.
‘; | 20 Dec 1944 = Guard and routine pntrol. ‘scort »f convoys and massame

Bers. Reconnaissance under fire to lacation of guns, ahondoned, and equip=

went o

21 Dec 1944 = Same as the 20th. Also furnished escort for artillery

‘armunition train to the fromt. Leaving at about 2130 hours, ‘
1 22 Dec 1944 = leturned from smounition eonvoy about Q4G0 hours. Same as
; the 2Cth for remainder of the day for gunrd and patrols,
_ ° 23 Dac 1944 « Rear guard for movament of Forward CF from Vielaalﬁ to
3 Ste Antoine at 0433 hours. Left St. Antoine at 2000 hours and arrived vie
; einity of Houpet at 2230 hours approximately,
ke . ‘
i‘ . 24 Doc 1744 = Ouard ot south of town of Houpet, Nelgium. tntiesireraft
sesurity and maintenance, _
Ff;%:** e T 251706&#5'1@0'0& %oiﬁﬁihréﬁ S attached ta Co-mpmy "B™ as adwence
g guard for mova, ‘ : :

- 26 Dec 1944 = Security for Torward CP at Pelle Croix.
AN -~ 27 Dec 1944 = Poad reconnaissance. TNoad nets vicinity Felle CGroix.
R0 28 Dos 1944 = Same s the 27th,
i 29 Dec 1944 » Same as ths Tthe Alss armed escart and mecmanpger gorvice
: to Corps.
: 30.Dec 1944 « Same ns the 29th.
3l Dee .1944 * Advmmcs guard for Porward echalone, in move from lelle Croix
~to Esneuxe Relieved of all ansiznmant ond re-attnched to Herd uartors Compmny
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