HEADWUARTERS

17 Ceitober 194i,

juyTafs . Smployment of 90 Hd AAA Bhrys. Reinforcing TeD. Pns. (852)

0 $: §ﬂmmanaing_iéneral, 13t U.S. Army, APO 230, UeS. aray.
{Tnyu Channels)
Antng 0 Anti-Tank Gfflcer.

1. In comyliance with reques® for information on "Lessons
Leayned anﬁ:Battle-E_ie?iencea“, +tha following summary of ldeas
concerning the amployment of 90 am AAA guns in antl-tank defense
15 submitted. ; '

2, TFmployment with a natbalion of 5P guns in nobile roserve
s 3 nob mentloned as this pattallon was not employed 1ln tioat role
ile 90 mm guns were attachsde Zmployment of this batiallon
the period conslsbed of atiechment of sun companies to
: Resimenis, in close support of infantry edvance and do=
jetion »f eneny sIrmor commithed azainat our infanitry in snall
roups of 3, 4 or be " s - '

Yoy the HDattalion Comasnders:

DANIZL M. GARTER,
wE_ . ¢ . £
tajory 859th Ze De SNey
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Following recommendations Por employment of 90 AL zuns in the
anti-tank role are based on ovservation orf Juns in sobusl Combat pop-
1tiong ang conferences betwoen TeDy Cfficers and AL Officors coNncor-
nlng requirsments vhen being omployed 4in thia nannere If i3 falt that
LA Zuns should be employed in soctions of two (2) and that the flelds
ol fire should be zutualily Suprorting. Distance botween sung would
2ormally be controlled by the tactical sliuation and would dspend on
thelr respective fields of fire, Owing to the lack of moollizy, cone
rared to -the 3.9, Zun, it is believed Mguns should be“enployed in rear
of the screen ereatea by the destroyors and at koy points whore the
destroyers would normally be in stationary positions, thereby relsasing
“ee guns for nissions in walch mobllity iga required,

1. Zmployments - It 18 felt that the following
prove quite satlisfactory and #ive a maxinum anount of
With mimimun amount oi combat lossa,

Procedurse would
AsTs proteciinn

e loconnalssances Durinz the day, posi
£hould be maintalned Lo confimm previosusly mads
#2d to lnsure that adequate positions are sele

tion reconnalssance
22D raconnaissance

cted to confornm to lines
of liksly advance, Litely persommel for the aconnaissance varties
are bDelieved to hay

- (1) Oricer from TeDe Bn. (to recommend ang check seole
“etion of cosition) and to insupe coordination wita T,D,'s,
‘ {2) Sabttery Sommander of AL Btry, . ,

(3) @un Commanders concerned, '

De Halagtio L% Zoaiviont The actual seloction of positions
should he mtually agroed upon by the T.D, Ufficep and the AAL yn 3try.
Gommander. Points Tor econsideration are belleved to hog e

) Likely avermes af eneny armored aporoasch,
2)  Fields of Pire,

Y
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Cover ang sonceglment aflforded,

Proximity to Probadls locations for eneny resistratlon

o harrassing fire,.

i
1
Ee Ugmanization 9f Positiongs - Plonserp pDersonnel provided by
> Ploneer Fistoon oo TeDe Hen, Up, should be adegnats for mine ree
21 and possibla Aedessary domolitiong O Dermit cacupation of UO3~
Ohe  AAA personnsel should be able +q elear brush and do normal dizging, |
iing of gand-bazs and other routineg tasks, Lxach Soveraze of sung |
Field of Tire shonld be taken into consideration durdng the or:ani - |
ation of Posltions,  In the location of outposts for fire zontrol,

lnerable anots in road and terrain should be nicked,
O yards i3 about vhe meximm expected range polnts should be gelestod
J oY 50 that they nay later serve ag & conirol wnoint for Tire ' ‘ /
red in daylizht or darinasg, Cuinost personnsl should be qualie

in the Llentification oF bnemy armor and should sonurol the Pire '/
ered. '
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2) -~ Troloymeni LT 90 mm AM romsa in antl= 1 _role.

2+ uont'de = Typlesl position end fleld of fire is sot up
Lowe. Designations and polnits as 1llusirated have been used in one 7
f8tems  Any simllar routine deslgnated would be satiafectory, as \
/ang a3 it is ,aoroughly understood by all persoanel concarned. AbDI0-
//lUud underatanding is necesgary bebwsen outposts and zun crew nersonnal,
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Sut away ,
LTy, Tlelds of f 1 for target

?”ﬁnni feation

QUTPOSE =

Ros
w/tslep;ane o Road

SHAELL HOLZ or other eabllj
ldentiflable object.

Right Road

A and . 8
;;;a<<//

OUTTUST |
w/telephone
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‘de Uccupation of Posltionss

: (1) It is believed that movensnta o positions should be
lande under cover of darkmess or during the period of dusk in the eveninge

/17 the distance involved 1s gieat, the gun may e moved Ho aa inter=

/ medlate posltlon, 16f%t Yimbered and concealed and moved to positlion as
" poon as it is sufficlently dark to prohiblt eneny obgsorvation. The
rnise of the tractor can occaslonally be dlszulsed by taiking adventage:

-~

QX

nolge made by passing trafflic, armor, enzineer tractors, etc. =202
maagures for concealment of porsonnel and equlpment common to any unit
snzaged in battle should be gufficient for 90 mn ASA gsun installatlonse.

2, Gormmunications:

3e Communicatlon difficultles can be greatly overcome by 1ln=
stalling telephone communication between the Btry. CP and C2 of tne
supported T.D. Bn. 600 series nel 13 apdequabte for communicailon within
the batterys: outposts and installatlons In and about the gun positions
snould be connected by telepnone. In some instances where distancss
ars reduced, telsphone communlcsatlon should e maintained between
Jattery CP and Gun positions. x '

3. Addliional Equipments

. Snployment in A.T. role being a secondary mission, 1% 18
holleved Ghat adjustments in allocation - in accordance with pregent
/0 & & are preferable to request of zdditlonal equipment Tfor a. short
nerlod of time. Administratlon and supply will function more smootbinly
17 carried on thru normal channels, EQuipment can be arranged to meet
tne situation by coordinating closely between the AdA Btrys and the
sunported T.De¢ One '

3. Smployment of AAA Cuns to strengthen the AesTe Gefonses of &
Division or Corps Jeocter,.

1., During the time the Divislon to wnich this Battalion is attached

vas in the vieilnity of St. Pois, france, a plan was nade to use 90 mm
LAA muns to a2dd depth to the AlT. defenses of the ssctors. A conforence

was arranzed between an offlcer from the AAA Biry. and this T.D. 3n.
411 batteries were in position in accordancs with primary mission
dofendinsg supply dumnps and rosr installations from attack by ensmy alr-
cpafy, After a thorough map reconnalssance the two officers nmads &
peound reoconnaissance and selected positions, Factors used as a haslis
o this dolense plan weres:

&

v

», Present locatlon of AAA Btryse and location of exdisting
A. Te dofenses and probable forward dlsplacemants with regard to likely
arsmues of cnemy armored apurosch. p

C

b

b. Time involved in nscessary movenent from AA to A.T. posltlons.
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(3) - Employmgﬁ. of 90 mnm AAA Cuns in antl znk role. ‘\\\\
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of 90 mm AAA Gums in anti- ok role.

1. Ce Avenues of approach to A.T. positions.

i de Frotectlon afforded gun and crew alfisr occupation of
nosition.

2. A system was worked oulb whereby all AAA Birys. haod A.T. posi-
Tion areas asslizned in the closest possible proximity to thelr exlating
looations. Flelds of fAlrs were indlicated, vositions selscted and
sta <'=r., ro“*“es of 'mf:r‘o.?“h applliad from AA to AT positions and azimuth
racorded for sach sun's Tleld of fire along with a list of likely con-
;ool T*oi.ﬁos. Zach Utry. Comdre and zun crew wsre famlliarized with

their part of tie A, Te plane It was belleved at that time that
al-l:hougg‘n enany armored ithreat dld not merit the employment of AAA Guns
in the A.Te role, the selectlion of positions discussad would provide
oz sound workable A.7. defense in depth, committed in whols or in part,
woen and 1 the situation so warranted,
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For the Battallion Commanders

DAHIEL M. CARTER,
:1"'2&{2.301” 800 th TeDa 3110!
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