
F o l l o w i n g r e p o r t v^' received from 899th TU Brf ' 12 J u l y 1944. \
• • - .̂ '-.••W ^ ^ • • 

"b/it: Three f o r one i n favor of a Tank Destroyer of C Co., 899th ID Bn. 
' " T h a t was the score at a road j u n c t i o n southwest of 3T JjiiU^' WE-DAXJH J; 

/'i _,^jesterday v/hen Germ;n armor t r i e d t o break through the K i n t h I n f a n t r y 
^ ' . ^ * | ) i v i s i o n w i t h Mark V, Panther tanks. They were destroyed by an MIO 
¥ I ^0ik. Destroyer coiriinanded by Sgt. Eerschel i', B r i l e s , Colfax, Iowa. 

^ The f i r s t Pantner \vas destro^^ed e a r l y i n the morning while Gerraan 
i n f a n t r y v/eie a t t a c k i n g the 1 s t x3n. of the 47th I n f . Cpl. George A. 
Kegyes, J r . , Cleveland, Ohio, who mans the 3" gun was the f i r s t t o n o t i c e 
the Mark Y, but he d i d n ' t recognize i t because of the shrubbery and bran­
ches t i e d on i t as canaouflage, , ^ 

"Look a t t h a t hedge moving down the road", Cpl. Kegyes shouted t o 
the destroyer coEHuander. Sgt. B r i l e s r a i s e d h i s glasses then shouted,-
"That's some k i n d of a ^$"JSRRY' v e h i c l e , '^ive him h e l l l " 

The f i r s t shot v/as a d i r e c t h i t on the side of the t u r r e t w i t h a 
high ezplcslve s h e l l which shattered a l a r g e hole i n the t u r r e t . By 
t h i s time the t a r g e t v/as i d e n t i f i e d as a tank, so the next round was an 
armor p i e r c i n g s h e l l which penetrated the bottom p a r t of the t u r r e t , and 
the Panther s t a r t e d smoking. 

Later J e r r y t r i e d t o push another Panther by the crossing, but i t 
ŵ as h i t i n the suspension, system and r a n i n t o the d i t c h and overturned. 
The crew was taken care of by the supporting i n f a n t r y . 

Late i n the afternoon the t h i r d Mk V was n o t i c e d by the a s s i s t a n t 
gunner, Pvt. Emmit F. Murphy, Trmnann, Arkansas, when i t turned at the 
road j u n c t i o n and s t a r t e d i n the d i r e c t i o n of the I>£LO, 

The f i r s t shot was a d i r e c t h i t on the f r o n t , but i t r i c o c h e t t e d 
o f f the t i i i c k s l o p i n g armor f o r wiiich the Panther i s famous. The MIO. 
f i i - e d again and so d i d the Mark ¥. The 3" s h e l l h i t the lower p a r t of . 
tne gun s h i e l d and g lanced downward, s c a t t e r i n g the-top p l a t e over the 
d r i v e r and a s s i s t a n t d r i v e r . But t h a t was the l a s t round the MIO f i r e d . , 
I t had been h i t on the f i g h t f r o n t and was on f i r e , but w i t h tv/o f i r e © 
e x t i n g u i s h e r s and a water can the crev; was able t o put out the f i r e . 

The MarkV was smoking but j u s t t o make c e r t a i n Lt..Glen Ei, Sweeten, 
Roger, Ai-kansai^, ordered the second destroyer of the s e c t i o n , corrmianded 
by Sgt, Fonda B. F i s h e r , Gand Y a l l e y , 3.D., t o f i n i s h o f f the smouldering 
tank. I t took two round t o set the Panther ablaze. 

Later i n the a f t e r n o o n the 1st Platoon of 0 Company, S99th , destroy 
ed two more McY's as they came over a h i l l t o a t t a c k our I n f a n t r y , 
Both were destroyed before they could r e t u r n a shot. 

The three Panthers destroyed by Sgt. BrileSss destroyer gave h i s 
crew a t o t a l of f i v e { 5 ) enemy tanks. Two Ivik rV's i n T u n i s i a , and three 
(3) Mk Y«s i n Normandy. 

By Clarence L. Heckethorn 
Capt., I n f . 
Co. C, 899th TD Bn. 
Las Yegas, Kevada 
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•otith:of' l a w ? , ; t i i ^ ^ # i 4 i ^ of i | h i ' ^ P A H W 
W » Mvi*4<i«î ;;:«*̂ *ti*vi<i# rm^t^^^aXU i n tho o n w U . 
J i | i W Atmsnk i n an i t t o ^ t to ImM tho junoti«tti of m ; 
a{»i»A an^.ma b<»achoa4«# I n i t i a l ohjaotlinl of t h i s o««(atorAttaokliM| 

tna^^ tho Pan»oir DlvioJAa allppod i»t«;t»o oof-* £ 
, toip. of ;tî «rlt|iî . ua l i k f Dlv. ood.wovo v o i ^ s o d only Afto^;^|S-houifi 
of: oî ;t̂ j|̂ ,ji!!8»̂•. Mtt#fe iygs?ali^%-:^' ' ootiJOEii^jiottott^^'^ 
tho':i£<^ tiiiii»»iiooî t*̂ ^ A iMd̂ '̂ciioMs>iui««̂  i s m Ti; 
w^' had f o ^ % Q«i«saan.-i^ I n tho.3l«rth Amo«n« Tunlaiaa^^ and 
I t a l l m Uhlt ^itatiotMl « ^ woo JiHr A and C ooMxiioO f o r 
«ka|ir ^ C o f u DOO, mu) ;^«| 

JfAJOR O U m S H O I I A HSOKSTBORHy than a o i ^ t i l n oo&naikdlng 0 ooaq^oifr 
of thd tank doatroyorO| oljroulatod aciongst %h« ulatoona of h i s oo«9» ' 
oaxr (att««h«d to tho ninth's 47th roglnu^at) dioring tho aotion* Hi« , 
ob«owaMonO| notoo and oonmonts pmvidt» an aoourata soui*oo of Inf^fW" 
Atioa <»fi t)s!#) aotlon i» vhioh tank and anti-tank taotlcs voro tostod 
tgr flw» XWJs U HIS story* :. j,;.; 

Prolndo to t h i s aottoo WAS tho ores sine o f VIRS 3T TAUTB oana 
by tho 30tib^ lis Xnf Di r on 9 July 1944« Tal» d i v i s i o n forosd a bridgo* 
hoad at 4d9979 I n tha faoa of hoavy sxaall arsis ̂  a r t l l l o r y and aortor 
f i r o t than nit l i s rod i t s way southward, soourixMi tha v i l l a g o of 3T« 

Zho ir.lrtth DiYisiocw Pootiaog i n a bivouao draa naartOARKHTAM a f t o r 
J M t e I t s t»tk of outting tha'bass of tha GHBaBOUHQ P2KINSULA and tho 
drlTO on OK^gEBOURa, movod on the 9th of July to an asaambly aroa At 
4IS803| a r r i v i n g thara at 2000 hours. Thara thay waitad f o r tha 30th 
to saourt tha brldgoha«td Aoross tha oaiial* Whan 3T, J^iiAll DS DAYS tmd 
boon aaourad bar tha 30th, tha regiaiants of tha Ninth orossad i n tho 
30th<8 waka with ths alssion Of onlarglng tha bridgoiiead and pushing 
southward on tha r i g h t flank of tha 30thc 



Tt\» 59th MglMiit WM thm f i r s t of ths ninth's r i f l s units t o 
oross. With A ooa4>An7 of th« 899th TD Bn attAOhod, t h i s rogiiMnt 
morad scmth to ST, J^N DB DAYE, and from thara was ooBtnittad i n 
a aouthwastarly dir a o t i o n * 

Tha 47th rogftnant, saoond of tha Ninth*s units to oross» follow-
od tha S9th« alippad to tha wast naar ST* JBAIT to taka up poaltlons 
for advanoing on tha r i g h t of tlio 59th, 

Tha 60th ragiaant, i n d i v i s i o n raaorve, orossed t h i r d . I t want 
i«asdiataly to an assambly araa I n tho v l o l n i t y of LES L/iNDHa (765-
456)* 0 oomparqr of tha 899th TD On was attaohad to the 47th regiment, 
and B oompeny to the dOth* 

'OOL, 30HMIDT, oommandins the 47th, moved his regimental CP aorosi 
the oanal at 1600 hours on the 10th of July* (Route followod by tha 
rauimantol aolOUlon and the imletterad oompanias i s shown i n okatoh 
"A") This CP was opened at 448764 at 1800 houra. Simultaneously, 
CAFT. HjSCKijJTHORlI opened his TD company CP 100 yards to the west. 

Tlie f i r s t platoon of tha 0 company tank destroyers was attaohod 
to the f i r s t b a t t a l i o n of the 47th| the second platoon to the second 
b a t t a l i o n , and the t h i r d platoon to the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n * 

Terrain i n the v l o l n i t y of 3T, JmN D£ DAITB formed tha t r a n s i t i o n 
ba%lNMn the f l a t marahlands that surround the mouth of the TLKS RXYBR 
and the m o r a J i i l l y , axati-hedgerowed and woodod "bocage" t e r r a i n 
generally oharaoteristiG of the N O R M A N D Y area. 

The ample road net oonsiatad of good but n&vvott t h i r d and f o u r t h * 
olass roads* These roade were lined with hi^^banked hedges Whioh 
haitioappad tha enemy arsK>r* One IW,Oftpturad a f t e r his tank had been 
h i t and bumad by a thln»okinned M«10 tank destroyer, oompUdnad b i t ­
t e r l y about tha unwise taotios his superiors had used i n attempting 
to employ tanks i n sueh t e r r a i n * Ue pointed out that the Panther had 
a gun that waa very effective at great ranges, and at auoh ranges t h a / 
ware safe from "ambush" flanking f i r e a taJit; threatened them there at 
the corner of every hedgerow. The narrow "sur^an roads" provided 
p a r t i a l defilade f o r the big tanks, but they/ frequently got wOdged 
into " t l g h l " passages, and fovuvi t l i a t the high hedges r e s t r i c t e d tha 
f i r i n g of t h e i r long-barrelled 76 mm* oannon* 

C G0]4PAMY«̂  PART lU Tllg AOTIQN 
I t was 1605 hours when CAPT. lIECK^TilORN arrived I n the area 

irtiioh WP3 to be the new regimental CP* As he roooiuvo I t erred f o r his 
ooinpany OP, he v l s t l t e d th© 47th»8 PV/ enclosure to obtain any recent 
Information from the interrogators. One of the o f f i c e r s i n charge 
showed iliSCKSTHORK the prisoners, "Thoao are a much better"Oermon than 
we liave been f i g h t i n g , " he pointed out. 



A f M «iflMt«t «fi«ji M » v U l t t o tho ra^ H B O K m O I Q I o«ot tho 
follovlxxg nooooco to tho 00 or tho SdOth TO Ba, MAl, UOYT LORANOI« 
"a i t u a t l o n ohonglns tlowXy A r t l l l o r y , movktjf and s o a l l arms f l r o 
haa baan hooTyf oo hoavy that Bn 00»9 ballavo I t 1« our o«n f a l l i n g 
bahlnd out llnoOc" 

Zhla oonvlotloa had boon notod by tho oitptaln during a a a a t l i ^ 
of tha b a t t a l i o n ooaaandoro that had baan 11 ad at 1616 hours by 
OOL* 30aMlDT. During tha aaatlng thay ooaiplalnad of tha a r t l l l a r y , 
anpraaaad tha opinion that i t was soma of our own firo» ^ o y waro 
also disturbod by tha t r a f f i c oongastlon i n tha ragimantal araa.Va-
hlolaa of tha 3rd Anaorod Div and the 703rd TD En formed most of 
these road snarls. 

'Last massage that CAPT, H£CK£TH0!1N aent to MAJ, LORANCS at 
batta l i o n on the 10th of July was tr a n s i i l t t e d at 2316 hours. I t 
readj "No, 7 - PW reports enemy withdrawing to 458701. Bxpeots help 
of DÂ  RfilOH (di v i s i o n ) tomorrow." Tl\is, the f i r s t i ndication of a 
Panxer counterattack, resulted from ona of the oonpany commander*s 
routine v i s i t s to the P'.tB to ascertain recent information from tha 
interrogators there. 

As darkness cane on the evening of the lOth, elements of the 
47th»s t h i r d b a t t a l i o n found that t h e i r advanoe liad progressed mora 
rapidly than had tiiat of the 39th regiment on t i i e l r l e f t . An expoaed 
flfink or gap was thus l e f t unguwrdad bettaon the l e f t flank of the 
47ta and the »lglit flank of tho 39th, (see sifatoh "A") 

Shortly a f t e r 2000 hours , COl, SCHMIDT, 00 o f the 47th, voiced 
his concern over t h i s weak-point to the GO of his t h i r d b a t t j i l l o n , LT. 
COL, CLAYi'aA}?, And|4n an e f f o r t to cover t h i s flank, one r i f l e company J 
from the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n was assigned the mission of covering i t — 
a distance of approximately 1800 yards, 

3l i o r t l y a f t e r 0300 hours on the 11th of July, CAPT. HBCKj^TaORII 
was awakaned by his f i r s t sergeant, S O T . QORDON 0. PAGE, who t o l d him 
that eneiuy i n f o i i t r y was i n f i l t r a t i n g i n the v i c i n i t y of tha TD ooiap-
any's t h i r d platoon, 400 yards south of the regimental CP, The sgt 
also said that elements of tlie 47th's regimental anti-tank security 

Just withdrawn towards the CP, reporting heavy small atms f i r e 
near the cross roads guarded by the four M-lO's of HiiCKcrTHonrj'p 
t h i r d platoon, 

"There was evidently soma mlaunderstandlng i n the anti-tank 
cooxMination with the regiment's AT ooni|»ny,*' said ilUCKiiTliOItll i n 
oom:nentlnig upon this turn of events, "Wo expected tho AT people to 
cover a crossroads at 443746, wiilch was about 200 yards to the 
•outh of my t h i r d platoon's position, 

"But when they started to'withdraw we found that they had beon 
i n position about 150 yards to tho west of tna road Junction that our 
thlrsi platoon was covering," He adied that t h i s f a i l u r e of coordin­
ati o n was undoubtedly the result of the t h i r d battalion's AT o f f i c e r , 
1/LT« death on © July 1944, Tl̂ o llotiSenant had always boon 
a mainstay i n ooordinatlng anti-tank doi'enaes with the TD people, but 
a sniper's b u l l e t had gotten him tho day bofor© i n CL'ARL.v: ..iE-ilS, 



PAMZKR FOUR 

VUiGiSjemmi ord«r*d that i d l th« p*r«onn«l of h i t Of bo alertod, 
axkl diraotcKl o hadgorov oklmiah llxw to bo organised juat south of 
hia 0P« Haying done t h i a , ha radioed LT. OLKU dWE.̂ TBN, leader of 
tha t h i r d platoon on dOR "dOO aariaa" ohazmalt to da tormina tha a l t * 
nation i n aifltfB3^m*B ara«» Tha lieutenant t o l d him thi t there waa a lot 
of small ams f i r o i n the v i o i n i t y , but that i t was "nothing; to got 
oxoitod about"! that ho intended to hold f o o t * 

At 0310 hoxirs, tha 899th TD Ba*s CO sent the following messago 
to IIKCK.aTH0RII# "Alert your oonqsany. Four enemy tanks going NS at 
A&UZA,** This s\ibatantiatad tha previous rei>orts reoaived by the oo«-
pany t h i t tho onamy waa i n f i l t r a t i n g t h r o u ^ the gap on tho l e f t of 
the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n . This tank warning had originated from the f i r s t 
platbon of A oompany of the TD I3n, attached to the IJinth's 39th reg­
iment* 

As daylight l i t tha scene , the extent of the i n f i l t r a t i o n by 
the enomy amor and r l f X o troops became mora apparant* I t was about 
0700 hours whon SOT. ORADDOOK from 0 company*s t h i r d platoon oaao 
lisqping i n t o OAPT. K̂ WCaTBORNfs CP. CMDDOCK had beon vfoundad by 
shrapnel i n the face and hands. Ha reported that small arras f i r o 
oontinued i n the v l o l n i t y of tha orossroads^ 400 yards to the south, 
and that as daylight oame the a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e became MCMPO 
intense. He was sent to the f i r s t battalion's aid s t a t i o n , about 

300 yards to tha northwest,for treatment. 
At regtmontail headouarters a flvurry of.-confused reports on tho 

s i t u a t i o n to the south f i n a l l y provided a discouraging picture of tha 
problem that confronted tha 47th.-, 

Contact with the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n had been l o s t , and COL. 3CIIMIDT 
roalizod that t h i s meant that tho enemy had I n f i l t r a t e d between his 
leading elemonts and the ragimantal C P . FortunWately, he s t i l l had his 
f i r s t battall<m i n reserve, and at 0860 hours he directed that tha 
f i r s t laove from, i t s rasezn^e position to attaok down the iH>ad 439753-
438743-437738-436727. I t s misalon was to contact the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n , 
seoure the regi:itental f r o n t and flwwini l e f t f lank, and mop up tho 
isolated spots of enemy resistance w i t h i n the regimental area. 

" I t was fortunate that the CO }:xad t l i a t z^sorvo b a t t a l i o n poissd 
f o r such a use," commented C A P T . H K C K S T H O R M , "Usually, all threo 
battalions of tho rogimet were corataitted a l l tho time, I think that 
t h i s was about the f i r s t tima that one had beon held i n resoi've. 
I f i t hadn't beon there, we'd have b o n out of luck." 

Twenty-four hours l a t e r , when the action had become more s t a b i l ­
ised, raambers of the t h i r d battalion's aid s t a t i o n were able to give 
an accurate dasoription of the enemy i n f i l t r a t i o n attaok that had 
ovex^run thoxa. The Germans c&^e i n with t h o i r armor from the d i r o o t -
ion of LE DB3iSRT—on the "exposed" fla n k . Four-hundred yards north of 
L£ PZEilsy^ where the aid sta t i o n had beon set up, they oomo upon tho 
laedicos and t h e i r patients. K rations, cigarettes and water were taken 
but they were reluctant to touch tho J oops that were parked near the 
aid s t a t i o n . TSio thermite grenades that had beon taped t o / tho stoor-
In,^ oolaTin of these vehicles were thov^^t to bo booby traps by tha 
Gemans — so they didn't touoii the vohloles. 



whsn 1% b»a«aM naoaaeary fo» •nwiy to oroaa any opon groondi 
auoh aa thay foiufth-oXAaa road at 456734, thay would oiako a bunoh of 
tha taadloal parjiMKNanol oroaa tha opon apaoo baforo thata» Than tho 
Oamana would follo w , koaping tha modloa oovaroJ a l l tho whlla, 

Ttoooaolng a r t l l l o r y continued to drop near the regimental 0P« 
At 1045 houra ono oonoantratlon atznick d i r a o t l v i n the canter of 
the coomand post aroa, blowix\ up the 3*5'a 1 / J l-ton t r a i l e r that woo 
loaded with mapa and ovorlaya, OOL. SCHMIDT doolded t^iat his command 
post should move to the rear to eaoape t h i s a r t i l l e r y f i r e , Uo aant 
his 3-1 to raoonnoltor a p o s i t i o n near OOUOHERIE (448764), alertod 
his s t a f f and tha tank destroyer OF as to his intended move* 

' CAPT. HKCKSTHORN had Just gotten tho vehicles of his CP startod 
on t h e i r way to the rear whon hia radio operator informod him that 
LT. awsSTEK had reported that the t h i r d platoon had Just knockad-out 
a "largo onamy tank at CR 443746." Tha captain sent his CP on toward 

the roar, said that ha*d f i n d them l a t e r , and went forward i n his 
peep to Inspaot tha third-platoon*a k i l l . 

HiilOlCHTHORM want to tha crossroads. 400 yarda to tha south, Thara 
ha found that 30T. HER3IULL BUILSS* M-lO had knocked-out a Uk V Pan­
ther. Thla, C company»8 f i r s t ' k i l l ' i n tho NCRlslAKDY campaign, wao 
strfluik j t i a t as i t rounded the west ooz*nar of tho orossroads. I t waa 
carrying several German rifleman, while a few more moved alongside I t 
on f o o t . 

*• . 
" I t looked I l k a a piece of the hedgahow as i t woxad forward," 

described SOT. 3RILE3 l a t e r . " I t had camouflage a l l over i t , and I t 
was d i f f i c u l t to t e l l that i t was a tank. iSy crew had & round of 
Hli i n the breech. We shot that at i t , and strangely enouxdi i t pona-
trated tha thick onaor on the l e f t , f r o n t of the t u r r e t . The blast 
blew o f f a l l the camouflage and gave us a olear^ target for our next 
round of AP. The AP want through at a point about two feet below whari 
the UE had stxnick. That's beoauae we used the sumo range and d e f l a o t l i 
but tiie AP round i s heavier." 

Cloaar inspection of t h i s tank was l a t e r made by V I I corps' AT 
o f f i c e r s . They fomid that the Panthers ware covered with SMsaerit 
( an anti-aagnotic, linoleum-like substance) whioh had a rippled 
aurfaoe to reduce glare| the green-gray oolor blended perfe c t l y with 
the hedgaxH)WS. Over t h i s was clxicken wire aupporting natural camou­
flage. The r e s u l t was as perfect a camouflage as could bo obtainad. 

Eager to get a close look at t i i l a f i r s t v i c t i i a , CAPT. HiiCrCBTHORH 
attempted to approach tho KO'd tanlc on f o o t . When he was about 60 
yards north of i t , one of our own fIgliter-bombers, evidently thinking 
that t h i s German ax<mor was s t i l l operating, slammed a 500-pound GP 
bomb about 50 yarda south of the tank. These intentions of the 
f r i e n d l y a i r c r a f t dlscouragOd the captain from approaching nearer. 



* TtmpMOf \mmti% J O I thifct iK»iming i n th« yMj* of our o«fn troopo* 
1% wa» owMillig:"WM mif-^-iO^ oould plok oat tho Oomum aroor oxxi 
loovo our p#p|^Io olotio«̂ ^ U wo found a Fanthor at iS773d that had 
boon hlowtt iipiuE*t t r ono o f thoao 500<»poundori« Wo haard that a P-47 
alanaad ona onto tho ground about s i x f«at bohlnd thla tank at ISi45. 
ma aoq^loolfa j u s t bl«w tha wholo otom o f tha tank apart»" 

*Wa fooad I t wlao to kaap our a i r panola prominently diaplayad 
a l l day," aold tha aaptaln* **Th«t undoubtedly helped i n preventing 
tha a i r paopla from aaklng miatakaa*" 

I t waa about l U f i houra whan tha oompany commander retumod 
to the t h i r d platoon's position* There he was given a radio meesaga 
that had Juat been raoaivad over the radio i n h i s peep. I t was from 
the TD Bn hoadquartara* I t warned of enemy tanks accompanied by Infan­
t r y that had boen seen ooar the town of LA 30ELLKHIB (456747), and 
that they wara prooaading I n a northerly d i r e c t i o n . 

The oaptain l a t e r l a a i ^ d that t h i s warning had been picked up by 
one of tho 6X0 radios that the ba t t a l i o n uaad to monitor the ohannals 
of the division's a i r OF oxib pianos* 'Hhia was a handy an'angaoent foar 
making the battalion's tank-waniing net more a f f e c t i v e * 

Making a quiok map rooonnaissanoo. Chi oocapany ooratoandor dooldod 
that a bridge to the north of U acsLLmiB at 453755 was the o r i t i a a l 
point froui whloh to oiiallange t h i s new tank -thraat* He ordered 3/30T. 
CARL P. THROHTVSIT (now a S/Lt.) to take tha f i r s t section (two M-lO's) 
and the lO-man aeourity section of the t h i r d platoon and prooeed north 
to ©over t h i s key bridgo. This l e f t LT, StfSKTSî ' with two M-lO'a at tha 
t h i r d platoon's position* 

"!Biara wara no r i f l e troops up i n tl i a t araa," explained CA?T, 
HSCtCBTHORN, "That's why I gave ÔT. THRONTVKIT the security seotlon, 
Ue was on hia own i n holding that bridge," 

I t was about 1130 when the captain turned hie peep towsrds tha 
north t o f i n d the new location of tlie regimental CP, Two hundred yarda 
north of tha t h i r d platoon he found that a Jeep and t r a i l e r , aarrylng 
amtminition, had been h i t by a r t i l l e r y and were buxniiiig, Ihla necessit­
ated his detourirxg back thi'ougli the t h i r d platoon, and up the road net 
to the west and north, (see sketch "A") 

Ar r i v i n g at the new CP, UECKiiTIioiLN was t o l d by tiie regLuental 
executive, LT, COL. 1A3TBURN,- about the tank warntxig from tho div­
ision* a a i r OP i n the v i c i n i t y of LA SCaLLHiRIK, Ho t o l d tlio colonel 
that he knew of tho s i t u a t i o n there, and described his move i n d e t a i l ­
ing one section of the t h i r d platoon to cover the bridge. 

"Swelll", said EASTBURH.'"That's Juat what we wanted," 



Hooi foond f i r s t b a t t a l i o n of tho 47th h a l f way to tho 
t h i r d b a t t o l i o n * Moving I n a oolunn of ooapanioa, thay wara aaaoo* 
ing doim tha road that waa thAlr axis of advanoo (saa skat oh "A") 
with tha laading r l f l a oompany daployad on both sldoa of tha road 
—> tha roat of tho b a t t a l i o n following i n ooliamn* Two M - l Q i s froM 
C company's f i r s t platoon wara moving I n tha i n t s r v a l batwaan tho 
f l r a t and saoond ooBpan|:os-ln-lino« Vihlla tl^ia remaining two u-10*s 
oarohad i n tha oolxinn i n t e r v a l between the t h i r d anf fourth coiqpanias 

At 1 3 5 0 houra, as Ili5CK.H;TH0RN nur^ohad a K r a t i o n at his CP, a 
saoond radio measasa oame i n fro.n LT. iiAEiTSai's t h i r d platoon* "Two 
more iik V«a KO»s» Ona M-10 loat«" Tiie captain immediately l e f t I n 
his peep to tae the l a t e s t v i i t i r o a of the two M - 1 0 * s that had r a * 
n^flned at RJ 444749. 

LT. 3tfi2:TSl^ described the action to HSClOjriioaii upon hia a r r i v a l 
at the t h i r d platoon. Hero of the action was iOT. HSHiilAL/ B R X L B 3 . 

B R I L E 3 had baan out of his 1 ^ 1 0 , moving along the hedgerow i n 
the d i r a o t i o n of the Panther tixat iiad already beon imocked-out at tha 
crossroads* Ha was about 3 5 - 4 0 yardi from his verilole wnen ha haard 
his crew y a l l , "Hay B r i l a a i Look o u t l " Looking up he saw the t u r r e t 
of another Iflc V that somehow had cropt by the f i r s t ' k i l l ' and waa 
moving I n towards the t h i r d platoon* He was almost d i r e c t l y i n tha 
llne-«|-fira between his own »^10 and tha enemy tank. He signalled 
his cre*w to open f i r o , yelled " O o ahead - P i r e l " and dove into tho . 
shallow ^ i t o h t i i a t runs aloUis the hedgerow at t i i l a point. 

Tht heavy armor of the l.lk V almost n u l l i f i e d the high v e l o c i t y 
o f the )i-10*s three-inch gun, oven at this exceptionally short range 
of 1 2 0 yarda* I t took f i v e rounda to ' k i l l ' tiio Pftather, 'fno f i r a t 
A P round riocochattad o f f tiie bow armor. Tlie second,two, waa a r l o o -
oohet, but i t ivas deflected downwards a f t e r s t r l k i i i i ^ the oannon 
mantle on the enemy's t u r r e t , peneti^ated th.> drivers' compartment* 

Simultaneously with the a t r l k o of t h i s second ro-ind, tho Uk V 
f i r e d at the M-10. This round alaainod thro'ogh tn© entire length of 
the tank destroyer, f i n a l l y was deflected down and Into tho ground 
as I t struck t.o motor moxmted i n tho stem. P H I W i X H BRODT waa k i l l e d 
I n s t a n t l y by I t , and O P L . KB0YK3 and ĵ FO WiLLlA-u 14. MUllPilY were 
wounded* 

Seeing that BHILK3' 14-10 had boon h i t , 3aT.'?FI:iHiiR — on the 
opposite side of the road — comniandod hie U-IQ to open f i r e , Hia 
f i r a t round, tho f o u r t h to s t r i k e tho Panther, was a rlococixeti and 
the f i f t h aiamKied througii the under section of tho bow armor,aettlng 
f i r e to tixe araauiUtion and fi n l s h l n . ; o f f t n i s tank. 

As 30T. FlihiSR watched-his k i l l i n g blow s t r i k e home, ho spotted 
some raore aovwaent to the south. I t was about ten yards beyond the 
raaains of the f i r s t Panther. He f i r e d about ten rounds at tha obaoxuH 
target, l a t e r found that I t was anoUier — tho t h i r d — Panther* Tha 
M-lO's f i r e had t o r n i n t o the tanlr'a suspension system and i t had 
been xnin up against the bank on the east side of t i o road. I t waa I n 
good condition, and the TD's crow kept I t covered with f i r e f o r the 
rest of the action. I n order to (kllow the ordaonoo poople an opportune 
i t y to closely study the meot-uinlcs of an lUi lajaa-:ed FHnthor. 



PAHiiiJl JtlOiiT 
aiODT*« death waa ths f i r s t iiistantanaous daath that c ooiapany 

had Ixad during t h e i r work i n the Tunialaji, I t a l i a n and HOCTM^AJ , 
ca»pe.i3ns#z?/-^-^ .^y/i- y/^/?^ ^e-y-y^ /c'^''•v^^^'/o ^̂ <r'><i'-S 
/ U / j ' t i c ^ ^ ' - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' . 

"TJuit broke our streak of luck," coauaented GA.-TAIK •£ClCiSTHORM. 
"i-'rora that day on we took caaualtlea more heavily than we ever had 
previously," 

3GT« BRlLESg a f t e r orouching i n a ditch f o r a luoment, aaw ths 
Oenaan tank f i r e j u s t as i t was h i t from the second round fro.-i his 
M-lO, Later he said t l i a t i n his estimation, the A? round f i r e d the 
enemy cannon. Crawling up t o / see i f the Pantner iiad scored a h i t 
with i t s single round, he saw l i i s own tank burst in t o flame. Two 
of the three occupants, OPL KSOYSS and PFO h4UR?iiY, Jumped out of 
the tank. Both of them were wouiided. 

Inking an instantaneous decision, DRILb:3 started bsok towards 
the burning vehiole i n a running crouch. As he scuttled along the 
side of the hedge ho resolved tl^iat tho M-10 had to be saved. Leaping 
onto the biasing vel^icle, he groped through the rla^-ies f o r tho f i r e 
axtlnsulaher which kvung on i t s bracket Inside the open t u r r e t . When 
th i s extinguisher was spent, he dashod oi» r to 30T. FISHER's UmXO, 
borrowed another extinguisher, and returned to complete the dousing 
of the f i r e . 

BHILS^ prompt action i n the 2k ce of heavy enany H re, prevented 
Beriou.a dainasa to the vehicle. For this act, of g a l l e n t r y he received 
the a i l v i f r Star. 

I t vas about 1500 hours whon CA?T. li^KiSTHOiilJ completed hia 
observations o f the action at tho t h i r d platoon's a r o a , and returned 
to tl^o r.:jelnental headquarters. As ho arrived at hlai CP he f o uid that 
orxot.-.or .oeasago had been roooived sriurtly after ha had l e f t to i n -
vestlijato the action described above, 

"Tliree Mark V'o knocked-out at 440744," i t road. I t was from LT, 
V/ILL's f i r s t platoon — the ono that iiad boon advanoing Na-lth the 
r e l i e f column of the f i r s t b a t t a l i o n on i t s way to make contact with 
the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n . 

At f i r s t CAFT. Ĥ JCiCETHORK thought that tlirou^-^h soi.ie mlsundor-
sta:idlng the M-lO's of the f i r s t ivad observed tho tl'iroe k i l l s of the 
t h i r d platoon, and a f t e r shooting at thorn had reported t .e;n as t h e i r 
own ' k i l l s ' . The cooi*dinatoa that acco.npanled tho lao.naa/jo indicated 
the tanks to be i n tiie saao general l o c a l i t y as tha ones that i§T. 
BAIL;:O» and :iaT. KliHiiR'a M-10 had KC'd, 

Ho hurried down tho roa<l to chock t h i s l a s t n e s u a j s , and at 1600 
hoxu's had ascertained that tryase wores, i n f a o t , fcliroo :aDro V'S that 
had boon shot up by the M-10'*a I n tho f i r s t b a t t f i l l o a ' a eolumn. 



î̂ >r- • • • F A O B NINB •• 
^uostloniixxg th« f o u r orswa o f the f i r e t p l a t o o n ' s des­

t r o y e r s , he JTound that &s the b a t t a l i o n had moved down the road 
I n column ( aee sketoh "A") w i t h one r i f l e oompany deployed a t the 
f r o n t of the. column on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e road; t he members o f the 
f i r s t two M-lO's i n the column saw tuo Panthers raateriallte from 
a l i g h t l y wooded area t o t h e i r l e f t f r o n t . The enemy «rmor s t a r t e d 
towards a group o f houses t h a t were on the l e f t f l a n k o f the 
advanoing r i f l e m e n ' s s k i r m i s h l i n o , B«foro the tanks oould f l a n k 
the A:nerloan r i f l e t r o o p s a n d open f i r e , t h e two fcl-lO's b l a s t e d 
t h e i r t h r e e - i n c h guns I n t o a c t i o n , and if'tDoked thcsn o u t , Ci-L. .>.NI£L3 

I i n the f i r a t M-10 was c r e d i t e d w i t h t:ie f i r s t " i c i l l " , and GPL, 
ikiPHILLIPE tKtlttiyii w i t h t h e second b o t h at « rani^^' o f »boat 170 y a r d s . 

f * I t was about 1446 whon tho t h r e e - i r i c h guns o f th<^ d e s t r o y e r s 
accounted f o r these two t a n k s , Ono o f th© Panthers was s p l i t up t h e 
I s f t s i d e by an AP round t h a t had s t r u c k the f l a n k «\rmor near the 

>f f r o n t c o r n e r . As the dust s e t t l e d f r o m t h i s f l u r r y o f s h o t s , one o f 
S the observers i n the M-10»o s p o t t e d so ae raore raovoment on th". ; o u r t h -
T • c l a s j road t o the o a s t . Both M-10»a op'inod up on I t , and a t h i r d 
|i Panther was found sprawled a g a i n u t the liodgerow t h e r e about t e n mln-
.;*•; utes l a t e r . A l l t h r e e o f these onomy tanks had be'^n b l a s t e d p'lfore 

tnej^ c o u l d open f i r e on tna iv,-IO's o f tfi« f i r s t bat t.ftl i o n ' a column. 
^ company's s i x t h and f i n a l " k i l l " i n th*^ c o u n t e r a t t a c k . 

I n t n r e ^ j y i o u r a and f i f t e e n minutes , the tonk d e s t r o y e r s h«d met some 
•'}% o f t i - r ft»n;"a a t r o n g o s t arwor hwd knocked out a l l s i x i ' ^ n f - s r s 
•j» s i g h t e d , p o s i n g o n l y ono k-10 and s u s t a i n i n g thro'^ c u s u a l t l e a , 

,,: I n d i c a t i v e o f the one ay'3 a t t i t u d e towai'da thfl - f foe t Ivf^n^'ss o f 
the TD b H t t l l o n s and t h e i r t a o t i o s waa the stat«n«'.!it <n&dr 'Jiree lays 

.1 l a t e r by a P'«. TViis Panzor:nan had be^n Cppturftd H f t o r h i s tank had 
be-,n .-CO' d by th*. crow o f d f T . BKILf-JS • M-3 0 i n t n e ;-ctlon d e s c r i b e d 
abov Q, 

}\e ;.i-f»rinan t a n k e r s a r n ' t -vorriad by bojibiat^,," a^-'ld t i l l s -ruiber 
."• . o f a Pant'ior'a crew. "But .vo dor;' t 1 I k o the TD's — ."vin t n o u j h t h r e e 

o f t r . e i r rounds bounced o f i * lay tank bcjitn* l u w a a I'L/uilly d e a t r o y e d . " 

The f i r s t b a t t a l i o n c o n t i n u e d on i t s way towjirds ro-i^«i., in^j 
c o n t a c t w i t h thr. t a i r d , f o l l o w l n , 3 laia l a s t brush ^ i t h tn<^ a n t n e r s . 
No o t r i e r tanks were se?-n by t h e i.l-lO's o f th-. f l r ^ t l«toon t h a t con­
t i n u e d on w i t h the column, b u t t h e i r thr«'?-iaca HK f i r e WHS used 
to knock-out st."ongpoints b u i l t up around a few Crorman auto.nat. Lc 
weapons t h a t remained bahlnd our l i n o s , 

!"before n i g h t f a l l t h e f i r s t had hooked up w i t h the t:v ;-d," de­
s c r i b e d CAI'TAIN HSCKSTiiORii. " And everyone was mors or leaa hsp;>y. 
A f e w remnants o f German t r o o p s renalrieci bahlnd our l i n e s , b i t tuoy 
were saot-ap as t i i e y t r i e d t o - w i t h d r a w i n t o t h - i r own t o r ; 1. t c r y . " 

ypj^l^^"^i'MlL<3:^vT •vOtE ON Td.^ ;/iOVfeai!̂ Nr Or' TLIE 4 7 t h P'OLLO'^VIlv) .:. C^Uiw^KA I'XACK) 

Capt. HdCK:ir.iO:UJ o f f e r s t h e I n f o r . i i a t i o n 'ch^t i.ae sec..-iv\n 
o f t.e 47t-n moVf*h I n t o t ^ e 30i.o JJU ;1U;.;.4::;T oe.r]y o;: t i e I t n oT - h i l y , 
t o talc^r K.:: .;bjectIvo C'ir.t h«d '̂ "iV!; o-i ^ J v ChUS'- ' 'y'K " . i r . T i * * 
f e a r . 



PAQB TEH 
Th# 3-8'» of the d i v i s i o n , regliaont and battalions vv oon-

vinoed that ths B0I3 DU EOli}&E^ was a hornet's nest o f seoret weapons 
and whatnot* Intelligenoe Infonnation had Indicated that the Oexnnans 
had kept a close guard on t h i s patch of woods fo r the past three years 
— allowing no c i v i l i a n s In the area, itowever, t i i e second b a t t a l i o n 
of the 47th, accompanied by tho 2nd platoon of C oompany a9,yth TD Bn, 
swept tnroagh the woods on the next day with l i t t l - trouble. Only 
opposition Kuoi was a few OoiMmn infantryraen who >iad become separated 
fI^^m tneir o u t f i t s and had hidden there. 

> 



I t was J u l y 9 , The 8 9 9 t h Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n was i n an assembly 

area I n the southeaslarn s e c t o r o f t h e C o t e n t i n p e n i n s u l a , Normandy. The men and 

o f f i c e r s of t h i s veteran unit were enjoy ing t h e i r f i r s t r e s t s ince t h e D-Day 

landings on Utah Beaoh. 

Th« 899th, the f i r s t T . D. b a t t a l i o n t o l a n d i n France, had fought w i t h s i x 

di f ferent d i v i s i o n s from June 6 to J u l y 2 . I t had been i n t h e l i n e c o n t i n u a l l y with 

the Fourth D i v i s i o n , e2nd A i r b o r n e , 9 0 t h , 1 0 1 s t A i r b o r n e , ? 9 t h , a n d f i n a l l y was 

attaehftd penB«.n«nt ly t o Maior General Maiiton S. Eddy's N i n t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , 
• s topping 

The T J ) , battal:>«l>jWhich had,« major p a r t I n / Rommel's Tenth Panier D i v i s i o n ) 

Q at E l Guettar, North. A f r i c a and fought b r i e f l y i n I t a l y , had expected t o meet the 

famous p«n»er d i v l s i p n a i n Normandy. I n s t e a d I t had destroyed o n l y a few s c a t t e r e d 
! 

Mark I I I * i and R»iuult t a n k s . The M-10 t a n k destroyers had p r o v i d e d c lose support 

I to t h e infantry unlte^ using t h e i r t h r e e - i n c h guns as a s s a u l t a r t i l l e r y aga inst 

p i l l b o x e t and f o r t i f i t a t i o n s pn Utah Beach, across t h e C o t e n t i n p e n i n s u l a , and 

the landward frpnt surrounding the seaport of Cherbourg. 
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Panzer u n i t s , equipped w i t h p o w e r l u l Mark VI Rcyai T i g e r s and sleek Mark V 

Panthers , had been encountered by the B r i t i s h and Canadians, b u t the Americans, 

i n Normandy, had y e t t o meet a German heavy t a n k . 

But they d i d n ' t have long t o w a i t j 

Movement orders came l a t e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n o f J u l y 9 f o r the 8 9 9 t h t o pass 

through the c i t y o f Carentan and occupy an area near S t . Jean de Daye, which t h a t 

day had been taken by t h e 30th U. S. I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . The 8 9 9 t h occupied p o s i t i o n s 

w i t h t h e t h r e e regiments o f t h e N i n t h — " A " Company w i t h t h e 39th I n f a n t r y , "B* 

Company w i t h t h e 60thj ,and "C" w i t h the 4 7 t h . 

A t 1600 hours on t h e f o l l o w i n g day t h e reg iments , w i t h t h e i r a t tached tank 

d e s t r o y e r s , moved two m i l e s f o r w a r d i n a s o u t h e a s t e r n l y d i r e c t i o n . There t h e y came 

under small arms f i r e and heavy a r t i l l e r y and mortar f n r e . 

S imultaneously t h e e l i t e Panzer Lehr D i v i s i o n , which had clashed w i t h t h r e e 

crack B r i t i s h d i v i s i o n s i n the b a t t l e f o r Caen, was moving west from t h e T i l l y 

area en r o u t e f o r S t . Jean de Daye. Thus the. c u r t a i n was soon t o r i s e on t h e 

f i r s t Affierican-Geman, pirinored b a t t l e i n France and the f i r s t s e r i o u s c o u n t e r -

t h r u s t t o h i t t h e A mfsrican i n v a s i o n f o r c e s , 

Pan«er Lehr was t h e p r i d e o f the Wehrmacht, and i t s i n i t i a l o b j e c t i v e was 

t o spearhead a c o u n t e r - a t t a c k i n g f o r c e and secure and h o l d S t . Jean de Daye, and 

then t o s p l i t the j u n c t i o n of t h e Omaha and Utah beachheads. At the t ime o f t h e 

i n v a s i o n , Panaer Lehr was at f u l l s t r e n g t h W i t h more t h a n .1 ,000 modern tanks , j, 

a"n(^^tracked v e h i c l e s ! I t s personnel which had -served as 

school t r o o p s , ^,^3 handpicked and considered t h e best t r a i n e d i n armor t a c t i c s . 

L ieutenant-Genera l F r i t z B a y e r l e i n , who was w i t h Rommel i n N o r t h A f r i c a , commanded 

Panzer Lehr , Only one month p r i o r t o the i n v a s i o n Colonel-General Heinz Guderian, 

I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l o f German Armored Forces, c o n f i d e n t l y advised Bayerlein, , , 
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••With t h i s d i v i s i o n alone you v i l l " throw t h e Anglo-Americans back i n t o t h e s e a f » 

T r u e , Panzer Lehr had been mauled by Montgomery's armored and I n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n s 

s ince June 8 when i t a r r i v e d a t t h e f r o n t . But i t s t i l l was a powerful f i g h t i n g f o r c e 

composed m a i n l y o f Panther tanks w i t h t h e i r almost impregnable s l o p i n g f r o n t a l armor 

and l o n g - b a r r e l l e d , h i g h v e l o s i t y 75mm guns. The d i v i s i o n also had numerous s e l f -

p r o p e l l e d guns and a few Royal T i g e r s which packed t h a t famous weapon of W o r l d War 

I I — t h e 88mm cannon. , ; 
darkness 

W i t h t W approach' o f / ' on the evening o f J u l y 10, elements o f the 4 7 t h I n f a n t r y ' • 

t h i r d b a t t a l i o n found t h a t t h e i r advance had progressed more r a p i d l y t h a n had t h a t 

of t h e 39th regiment on t h e i r l e f t . An exposed gap thus was l e f t unguarded between 

t h e l e f t f l a n k o f t h e 47th and t h e r i g h t f l a n k o f t h e 3 9 t h , S h o r t l y a f t e r 2000 h o u r s , 

Co]cn©l George W,Sioythe , <X o f the 4 7 t h , v o i c e d h i s concern over t h i s weak p o i n t t o 

th i j CO of h i s t h i r d b a t t a l i o n ^ , l i e u t e n a n t Colonel Donald C. Claymano . I n an e f f o r t 

t o cover t h i s f l a n k , one r i f l e company from t h e t h i r d b a t t a l i o n was assigned the 

m i s s i o n o f cover ing the gap—a d i s t a n c e o f approximete ly IBOO y a r d s . 

But i n t h e darkness o f t h a t damp and m i s t y n i j ^ h t , t h e grenadiers and two 

columns o f heavy tanks o f Panzer Lehr found t h e exposed f l a n k , smashed through 

t h e American l i n e s altd: o v e r - r a n t h e a i d s t a t i o n o f the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n , 47th 

I n f a n t r y . A t O3IO hours , Major Hoyt Lorance, CO 8 9 9 t h , sent a message t o h i s 

companies,warning them o f f o u r enemy tanks moving northeast i n t h e area o f the 

39th I n f a n t r y ' s command p o s t . Jhe t a n k warning o r i g i n a t e d from the f i r s t p l a t o o n , '* 

of "A" Company o f t h e TD b«ttaMow;j?iM«trrti t . ; t r - , . • 

A few minutes l a t e r " C Company o f t h e 899th r e p o r t e d enemy i n f a n t r y i n ­

f i l t r a t i n g i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e TD company's t h i r d p l a t o o n , 500 yards south o f 

the r e g i m e n t a l CP o f the 47th« Unceasing a r t i l l e r y f i r e cont inued t o drop near, 

the tank d e s t r o y e r s i n defensive p o s i t i o n s cover ing t h e narrow, sunken roads t h a t 

extended along the s ide o f t h e hedgerowso A r t i l l e r y f i r e a lso f e l l i n t h e v i c i n i t y 

of t h e 4 ? t h ' s C P , and one c o n c e n t r a t i o n s t r u c k d i r e c t l y i n t h e center o f the CP area. 
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-Frcan I n v a s i o n — T h e y ' re Coming by Paul C a r e l l , t r a n s l a t e d by E. Osers. 

Coprjt^ht 19^T\  George C . H a r r a p & Co.. L t d . end E . . F , B u t t o n I n c ReDrintad 
by peri^lss ion o f l±ie P u b l i s h e r , P . B u t t o n . I n c . rtepimsed 



b l o w i n g up t h e S - 3 ' s one-quarter t o n t r a i l e r loaded w i t h maps and o v e r l a y s . Colonel 

Sinythe ordered the CP moved f a r t h e r t o the r e a r . At t h i s p o i n t t h e e x t e n t of^^the 

i n f i l t r a t i o n by Panzer Lehr became apparent . A f l u r r y of confused r e p o r t s reached 

reg imenta l headquarter* , p r o v i d i n g a gloomy p i c t u r e of t h e d i f f i c u l t task c o n f r o n t i n g 

t h e 4 7 t h , and fe^ , c o n t a c t w i t h the t h i r d b a t t a l i o n had been l o s t . 

As t h e hazy overcast was l i f t i n g from t h e are«|, one o f t h e gun crews o f L i e u t ­

enant Glen Sweeten*s t h i r d p l a t o o n o f "C" Company n o t i c e d some movonent t o i t s f r o n t . 

P^rt o f t h e hedgerow a t t h e crossroads appeared t o be moving. A h i g h e x p l o s i v e round 

was I n the breech, and t h e gunner aimed and f i r e d . The b l a s t blew o f f t h e camouflage 

and revealed a t a n k , w i i i l e p r o v i d i n g a c l e a r t a r g e t f o r t h e next round o f armor 

p i e r c i n g ammunition. The AP p r o j e c t i l e penetrated t h e s i d e o f t h e Mark V Panther , 

marking the f i r s t " k i l l " f o r "C" Company. 

By mid-morning the overcast had passed, and o u t o f t h e clouds came P-47 f i g h t e r -

bombers, t h e i r crews scanning t h e hedgerows f o r t a r g e t s . They bombed and s t r a f e d 

throughout the day. The d e s t r o y e r crews had d i s p l a y e d t h e i r b r i l l i a n t l y c o l o r e d 

orange panels , and t h e p i l o t s were able t o p i c k out t a r g e t s from among t h e mass 

o f German and American t r o o p s and equipment. I t was a masterpiece o f c o o r d i n a t i o n 

between t h e Aweriean a i r f o r c e and ground t r o o p s . L a t e r i t was l e a r n e d t h a t a m i l e 

south o f "C" Comf)any's p o s i t i o n s f i f t y more German tanks were w a i t i n g to e x p l o i t . >; 

the breakthrough t h a t never came. They were d iscovered and given a thorough b l a s t i n g 

by t h e f i g h t e r - b o m b e r s , . . ••• - j 

At 1300 h o u r s . L i e u t e n a n t Sweeten*s p l a t o o n r e p o r t e d two more Panthers knocked 

o u t . . Hero o f t h e a c t i o n was Sergeant Herschel F. B r i l e s , who had won a 
Sergeant 

S i l v e r S t a r a t E l G u e t t a r i " t h e T u n i s i a n campaign. / B r i l e s was out o f h i s M-10 

r e c o n n o i t r i n g along the hedgerow i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f the Panther t h a t had a l r e a d y been 

knocked o u t a t t h e crossroadso He was approx imate ly 35 yards from h i s d e s t r o y e r whep 

he heard h i s crow y e l l , " B r i l e s l Look out?" Looking up he saw t h e t u r r e t o f another Mark V 

t h a t somehow, had c r e p t by t h e f i r s t • • k i l l * arid was moving i n t o w a r d s ' t h e t h i r d p l a t o o n . 
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Sergeant 
/ B r i l e s was i n the l i n e - o f - f i r e between h i s own M-10 and t h e enemy t a n k . Ha 

\ 

s i g n a l l e d h i s crew tojopjen f i r e and^iived i n t o the shallow d i t c h t h a t ran 

along the hedgerow. 

The heavy s l o p i n g f r o n t a l armor o f t h e Panther n e a r l y n u l l i f i e d t h e 

f i r e o f two d e s t r o y e r s * t h r e e - i n c h gunSeven a t t h e e x c e p t i o n a l l y s h o r t : 

range of 120 y a r d s . I t took f i v e rounds t o f i n i s h t h e Mark V. The f i r s t ,t*ro 

rounds r i c o c h e t e d o f f t h e bow armor. The t h i r d a lso was a r i c o c h e t , b u t 

i t was d e f l e c t e d downwards a f t e r s t r i k i n g the cannon mantle on the P a n t h e r ' * , 

t u r r e t / and penetrated the d r i v e r * s 'compartment. 

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , w i t h the s t r i k e o f t h e t i i i r d round, the Panther f i r e d 

a t t h e M-10. T h i s round slammed through the e n t i r e l e n g t h of the d e s t r o y e r , 

f i n a l l y d e f l e c t i n g down i n t o t h e ground a f t e r passing through the motor 

mounted i n the s t e r n . 

Seeing t h a t Sergeant B r i l e s ' M-10 had been h i t . Sergeant Fonda F i s h e r , 

on t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e o f the r o a d , commamied n i s crew t o open f i r e . The f i r s t 

r o u n d , t h e f o u r t h t o s t r i k e t h e Panther, was a r i c o c h e t , and t h e f i f t h 

penetrated t h e under s e c t i o n o f t h e bow armor, s e t t i n g f i r e t o the ammunition» 

. I s Sergeant F i s h e r watched h i s f i n i s h i n g b l o w s t r i k e t h e Panther, he 

s p o t t e d some more movement t o the s o u t h . I t was about t e n yards beyond t h e 
camouflaged 

f i r s t Panther a t t h e crossroads . Ten rounds were f i r e d a t t h e o b s c u r e / t a r g e t . 

L a t e r i t was d iscovered t h a t t h e M-10*s f i r e had t o r n i n t o t h e suspension 

s y s t M B o f another Mark V, and i t had r u n up a g a i n s t the bank on t h e east 

s ide o f t h e r o a d . 

Sergeant B r i l e s , a f t e r crouching i n the d i t c h f o r a moment, saw t h e 

German t a n k f i r e j u s t as i t -was h i t by t h e t h i r d round from h i s M-10. 

Crawiing a long the d i t c h t o see i f the Panther had scored a h i t w i t h i t s 

s i n g l e r o u n d , he saw h i s own d e s t r o y e r b u r s t i n t o f lames, and two o f t h e 

t h r e e remaining crew members, b o t h wounded, jumped out o f the M-lOe 
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Sergeant B r i l e s s t a r t e d b^ck t o the b u r n i n g v e h i c l e i n a r u n n i n g crouch, r e a l i z i n g 

t h e r e was another member o f h i s crew i n the b u r n i n g d e s t r o y e r . He leaped on t h e 

b l a z i n g v e h i c l e , found t h e f i r e e x t i n g u i s h e r hanging on i t s b r a c k e t i n s i d e t h e 

t u r r e t and^feprayed the f lames. When t h i s e x t i n g u i s h e r was spent, he dashed over 

t o Sergeant F i s h e r ' s d e s t r o y e r , got t h a t e x t i n g u i s h e r and f i n i s h e d the j o b , b u t he 

found the remaining crew member was dead. The d e s t r o y e r was saved, and most o f i t s 

parts were sa lvaged, te9M6i»=«x*Saww»5»?B^^ 

W h i l e L i e u t e n a n t Sweeten's p l a t o o n was b l a s t i n g Panthers, t h e f i r s t b a t t a l i o n ^ '? 

o f the 4 7 t h was advancing south t o make c o n t a c t w i t h t h e t h i r d b a t t a l i o n , which had 

been separated from t h e regiment the n i g h t b e f o r e . Moving i n a column of companies, ; 

the f i r s t b a t t a l i o n was sweeping down a road t h a t formed the ax is o f advance. The 

l e a d i n g r i f l e company was deployed on both s ides o f the r o a d , w h i l e t h e r e s t o f 

the b a t t a l i o n f o l l o w e d i n column. Two M - l O ' s were p o s i t i o n e d i n t h e column i n t e r v a l 

between t h e t h i r d and f o u r t h companies. 

As t h e b a t t a l i o n Boved along t h e r o a d , crews o f t h e f i r s t two K - l O ' s saw two 

Panthers charge out o f a l i g h t l y wooded area t o t h e i r l e f t f r o n t . The tanks s t a r t e d 
b u i l d i n g s 

toward' a group o f f a n i / t h a t were on the f l a n k o f the advancing r i f l e m e n ' s s k i r m i s h 

l i n e . Before t h e Panthers c o u l d open f i r e , the two M - l O ' s f i r e d t h e i r t h r e e - i n c h guns 

and kjnocked out b o t h t a n k s . Seconds l a t e r , the M-10 crews observed some movement 

on a narrow f o u r t h c lass road t o t h e i r l e f t f l a n k . Both TD's opened up, and a t h i r d 

Panther was f i n i s h e d b e f o r e i t c o u l d f i r e . 

T h i s was "C" Company's s i x t h and f i n a l " k i l l " dur ir ig the f i r s t day of t h e German 

c o u n t e r a t t a c k . I n less than f o u r hours the tank d e s t r o y e r s had knocked out s i x 

Panthers and one machine gun n e s t , l o s i n g o n l y one M-10 and s u s t a i n i n g t h r e e c a s u a l t i e s 

• i ' "A" Company o f t h e 8 9 9 t h , which had been f i g h t i n g w i t h t h e 39th I n f a n t r y , 

had a s l i g h t l y iWtore impress ive performance. The threft p latoons o f "A^ Company 

destroyed s i x Panthers' and.one Mark I V t a n k , one s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 75mm gun, t h r e e , 

machine gun nests and two a n t i - t a n k emplacements, "A" Company s u f f e r e d f o u r c a s u a l t i e s 



I t had been an e x c e p t i o n a l l y good day f o r t h e M i n t h D i v i s i o n and t h e tank 

d e s t r o y e r s . By evening t h e f i r s t b a t t a l i o n had l i n k e d up w i t h t h e t h i r d b a t t a l i o n 

o f t h e 47th I n f a n t r y , and|the f r o n t was s t a b i l i z e d . ^ / t * ' * ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 

For t h i s a c t i o n , "A" and "C" companies were awarded P r e s i d e n t i a l U n i t 'I'f,t, '^'"^j^^ 

C i t a t i o n s f o r " e x t r a o r d i n a r y heroism and o u t s t a n d i n g performance o f duty*' . 

Company "B" missed most o f the tank a c t i o n , being attached t o t h e 60th 

I n f a n t r y Regiment i n reserve , b u t t h i s company c o l l e c t e d i t s t o l l on the f o l l o w i n g 

dayst, The 60th moved i n t o t h e a t t a c k J u l y I 3 and spearheaded a d r i v e t o t h e 

south. I n t h e f ight ing, "B" Company destroyed f o u r Panthers , f i v e Mark I V * s , 

two s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 75Bn» guns, n i n e a n t i - t a n k guns and captured more than a hundred ; 

p r i s o n e r s . lae^^-^^waSion, "A" and "C" Companies knocked out two Mark V* s and s i x 

Mark T V ' s . 

The f i r s t f r o n t l i n e bombing by U. S= heavy bombers was executed by t h e N i n t h 

T a c t i c a l A i r Force on J u l y 2 5 . T h i s massive e x p l o s i o n broke t h e f r o n t wide open, and 

American forces surged i n t o c e n t r a l France. 

A f t e r the bombing. Panzer L e h r , as a f i g h t i n g f o r c e , e x i s t e d no mor*3i General 

B a y e r l e i n r e p o r t e d h i s d i v i s i o n had been a n n i h i l a t e d , And so on J u l y 26 the once 

e l i t e Panzer Lehr D i v i s i o n , which was t o h u r l the Anglo-Americans i n t o the sea, was 

scratched from the Gennan order o f b a t t l e . 

And t h e 8 9 9 t h . , , w i t h t h e N i n t h D i v i s i o n , i t fought across France and Belgium 

and i n t o Germany, through the S i e g f r i e d L i n e , t h e Hurtgen F o r e s t , across t h e Roer 

and t h e Rhine and was i n c e n t r a l Germany a t t h e end o f the war. S t a f f Sergeant B r i l e s 

was the most decorated o f a l l i t s members, having added t h e Congressional Medal o f 

Honor t o h i s l i s t o f decorat ions^ He won the h i g h e s t o f American medals d u r i n g t h e 

Hurtgen f i g h t i n g f o r t w i c e , w i t h i n twodays, r i s k i n g h i s l i f e under enany f i r e t o 

remove wounded men from t h e i r b u r n i n g tank d e s t r o y e r s . 
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