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CAMP HOOD 

KILLEEN, TEXAS 

SELECTION OF SITE, AiND CONSTRUCTION 

The Tank Destroyer T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center was a c t i v a t e d a t 

Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, 1 December. 1941. The mission of the 

center was t o devise methods o f combating the German Panzer d i v i s i o n s . 

This mission, i n c l u d e d o r g a n i z i n g tank destroyer u n i t s , t r a i n i n g troops 

i n t h i s type warfare, s e l e c t i n g weapons and ammunition capable of knock

i n g out enemy tanks, and designing gun mounts best s u i t e d f o r tank 

destroyer t a c t i c s . I n the beginning, d e t a i l e d planning and a tremendous 

amount o f research was necessary i n order t o accomplish t h i s very import

ant mission. 

S e l e c t i n g a Camp S i t e : The necessity o f securing a s u i t a b l e camp, 

t o take care of the expansion t h a t was foreseen, soon became apparent. 

Several proposed s i t e s were inspected by Colonel Andrew D. Bruce, command

ing o f f i c e r o f the center, and o f f i c e r s from the War Department and the 

Corps o f Engineers. A l l were r e j e c t e d f o r various reasons w i t h the 

exception of an area northwest of K i l l e e n , Texas, which was f a v o r a b l y 

considered pending proof o f an adequate water supply. The t e s t s which 

were made proved the water supply e n t i r e l y s u f f i c i e n t . 

Area Northwest o f K i l l e e n , Texas I d e a l : I t was o f primary importance 

i n c onsidering a camp s i t e t o f i n d an area best s u i t e d f o r the t r a i n i n g 

and supplying of the troops t h a t were t o occupy the camp. The area n o r t h 

west of K i l l e e n , Texas, was found t o be i d e a l l y s u i t e d f o r the type o f 



t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e d f o r tank destroyer u n i t s , p r o v i d i n g . e x c e l l e n t maneuver 

grounds and i d e a l range f a c i l i t i e s . I t possessed a v a r i e t y o f contours, 

open f i e l d s , wooded areas, slopes, and sharply cut stream l i n e s . Good 

t r a i n i n g V(,'eather was a f f o r d e d by m i l d w i n t e r s , pleasant springs and autumns 

and hot summers. The area was near adequate communication f a c i l i t i e s and 

s u f f i c i e n t l y removed from other m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s t o avoid congestion. 

Recreation f o r the camp personnel was of utmost importance, and c o u l d be 

provided i n the nearby towns of K i l l e e n , Copperas Cove, Lampasas, Gates-

v i l l e , Belton, Temple, Waco, and A u s t i n . 

Area Northwest of K i l l e e n , Texas, Selected: The War Department 

announced, 15 January 1 9 4 2 , t h a t a camp would be constructed i n t h e 

v i c i n i t y o f K i l l e e n , Texas, w i t h s t a g i n g area i n Temple, Texas, t h i s camp 

to be the permanent s t a t i o n o f the Tank Destroyer T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g 

Center. Orders were issued t o the Real Estate Branch o f Engineers, t o 

acquire t i t l e t o 1 0 8 , 0 0 0 acres of land northwest of K i l l e e n . 4 , 0 0 0 acres 

of t h i s land was t o be used f o r the cantonment proper, vv'hich was t o be 

located two miles northwest of K i l l e e n , and twenty miles west o f the to\-m 

of Temple. 

Naming the Camp: The camp was named Camp Hood, t h i s was announced 

by the War Department, 17 February, 1 9 4 2 . The name was s e l e c t e d i n honor 

of General John B e l l Hood, the " F i g h t i n g General" o f the famous "Texas 

Brigade", o f the Confederate Army o f Northern V i r g i n i a . General Hood, 

who was l a t e r commanding general of the Confederate Army o f Tennessee, 

although not a n a t i v e Texan was considered a s t a t e hero f o r h i s connect

ions w i t h the "Texas Brigade", and h i s name f o r the camp was w e l l r e c eived 

by the people o f Texas. ( A - 1 ) . -

P r e l i m i n a r y Planning: Major Gerald B. T y l e r , Area Engineer i n charge 

of c o n s t r u c t i o n , a r r i v e d i n Temple, 20 January, 1 9 4 2 , and immediately 



proceeded w i t h the f o r m u l a t i o n of p r e l i m i n a r y d e t a i l s and plans. Pla:ns 

as drawn were submitted t o the War Department f o r approval. The plans 

f i n a l l y approved provided f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a camp w i t h f a c i l i t i e s t o 

accommodate 23,475 troops, w i t h development o f u t i l i t i e s and h o s p i t a l 

f a c i l i t i e s based on an eventual g a r r i s o n o f 35,000 troops. The b u i l d i n g s 

were t o be o f the m o b i l i z a t i o n type c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t was.estimated t h a t 

the camp would co s t , i n c l u d i n g land, $22,800,000.00, and the date o f 

completion was set f o r the 15th day of August, 1942. 

Construction: D r i l l i n g o f w e l l s , t o supply water f o r the camp, 

s t a r t e d i n e a r l y February, 1942, and work on the waterworks and water 

l i n e s began i n March of the same year. 

Bids were opened f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t r a c t s 12 March, 1942, and 

c o n t r a c t s were awarded t o nine separate f i r m s , by the War Deaprtment. CA-2) 

25 March, 1942, marked the beginning o f what was t o be the l a r g e s t i 

camp i n the United States, and one o f the l a r g e s t i n the world. The 

co n t r a c t o r s moved i n t o the camp area and the a c t u a l b u i l d i n g began v>;ith. 

the s t a k i n g out o f b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s . 

Due t o the extreme emergency, the date o f occupancy was set less than 

f i v e months from the date o f beginning c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t was necessary to 

proceed w i t h the work at a high r a t e o f speed i n order t o complete the camp 

on the date s e t . The c o n t r a c t o r s were hampered i n t h e i r vvrork by shortage 

i n manpower and m a t e r i a l s , and a very r a i n y f a l l , but i n s p i t e o f a l l 

obstacles, c o n s t r u c t i o n was on or ahead o f schedule at a l l tim.es. 

Two months p r i o r t o the date set f o r completion of the camp, i t was 

found n e c e s s a r y to make a d d i t i o n s to take c a r e of an a u t h o r i z e d i n c r e a s e 

of 15,000 troops. The same c o n t r a c t o r s were awarded the a d d i t i o n a l con

s t r u c t i o n , which, together w i t h the o r i g i n a l f a c i l i t i e s , would c r e a t e a 



camp t h a t V'/ould house and t r a i n i n the neighborhood o f 38,000 tr o o p s . 

Occupation of Ca.)np Hood: The camp, not i n c l u d i n g the a d d i t i o n s , 

was s u b s t a n t i a l l y complete, and occupation of the camp began i n the 

middle of August, although the o f f i c i a l opening date was not u n t i l 

IS September, 1942. 

There remained a tremendous amount of work to be done before the 

camp would be complete, but the only major f a c i l i t y not s u f f i c i e n t l y 

complete to.enable the r e q u i r e d e f f i c i e n c y , a t the time of occupation 

o f Camp Hood, was the s t a t i o n h o s p i t a l . There were only a few wards 

a v a i l a b l e f o r use as of 24 September, and i t was not u n t i l February 

1943, t h a t the 1487-bed h o s p i t a l was complete and ope r a t i n g e f f i c i e n t l y . 

North Camp Established: I n January, 1943 the War Department pur

chased an a d d i t i o n a l 16,000 acres of land i n B e l l County, south o f the . 

main camp, f o r t r a i n i n g purposes, and 34,945 acres i n C o r y e l l County near 

the town of G a t e s v i l l e , Texas. The purchase o f land i n C o r y e l l County 

was f o r the purpose of b u i l d i n g a cantonment of house Tank Destroyer 

Basic Replacement T r a i n i n g Center and Tank Destroyer Basic U n i t T r a i n i n g -. 

Center, and t o f u r n i s h e t r a i n i n g areas s u f f i c i e n t t o accom.modate the ex

ten s i v e t r a i n i n g t h a t would be necessary f o r the f u l f i l l m e n t o f the 

mission of these tuo a c t i v i t i e s o f the Tank Destroyer Center. This 

a d d i t i o n was t o be a sub-camp of Camp Hood. 

A s i t e was selected f o r the sub-camp, approximately seven miles east 

of G a t e s v i l l e and twenty miles n o r t h of the main camp. The a d d i t i o n would 

house about 40,000 troops. The b u i l d i n g s were t o be of the t h e a t e r o f 

operations type, w i t h the exception of the 1139-bed h o s p i t a l , which would 

be of the m o b i l i z a t i o n type. 

A. F a r n e l l B l a i r , c o n t r a c t o r from Decatur, Georgia, was awarded the 



c o n t r a c t f o r b u i l d i n g North Camp Hood and c o n s t r u c t i o n was s t a r t e d 4 

January, 1943. The deadline date f o r occupancy was 30 June, l'943. 

Favored w i t h good weather, and ham.pered only s l i g h t l y w i t h s h o r t 

ages i n m a t e r i a l s and manpower, the work went forward a t a r a p i d r a t e , 

and w h i l e not e n t i r e l y comlete, i t was possible f o r the troops o f the 

Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center and the Tank Destroyer Basic 

Unit T r a i n i n g Center, as w e l l as the personnel of the s t a t i o n complement, 

t o move i n on 23 May 1943. S i x days l a t e r the sub-camp was o f f i c i a l l y 

opened. 

Roads: Two roads were constructed between Camp Hood and North Camp. 

One was b u i l t around the west ranges and entered the western end of the 

sub-camp, and the other f o l l o w e d the east ranges and led i n t o t h e eastern 

pa.rt of North Camp. Time was important f a c t o r i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f these 

two roads, and as a r e s u l t they were p o o r l y b u i l t , but were made 

adequate by constant r e p a i r . 

Water Supply: Water f o r North Camp was fu r n i s h e d by tvvelve w e l l s 

i n the Leon River V a l l e y , on the Camp Hood r e s e r v a t i o n . Water f o r the 

main camp vs'as obtained from s i x w e l l s located 18 miles east o f the camp 

near the torn of Belton, Texas. This source of water was l a t e r used as 

a standby supply and the main course o f supply was the Lcunpasas R i v e r . 

Prisoner of War Camps: Prisoner of war camps were c o n s t r u c t e d a t 

both North Camp and Camp Hood. The two f a c i l i t i e s were b u i l t t o pro

v i d e accommodations f o r 4,000 p r i s o n e r s , 1,000 a t the main camp and 

3,000 a t the sub-camp. The b u i l d i n g s were o f the t h e a t e r o f operations 

type and were ready f o r occupancy 15 May 1943. The c o n t r a c t o r f o r t h e 

internment camp a t Camp Hood was B. B. Smith, and f o r the one a t North 

Camp, A. F a r n e l l B l a i r . 



C i v i l i a n War Housing: A c i v i l i a n war housing p r o j e c t was erected 

at both North Camp and the main camp. R. D. Jones Co n s t r u c t i o n Company 

b u i l t the apartments at Camp Hood, and A. F a r n e l l B l a i r was c o n t r a c t o r 

f o r the housing at the sub-camp. The one at the main camp, named Hood 

V i l l a g e , consisted of 765 d w e l l i n g u n i t s , i n a d d i t i o n t o 389 d w e l l i n g 

t r a i l e r s , and 88 laundry and u t i l i t y t r a i l e r s . The v i l l a g e at North 

Camp, named North V i l l a g e , consisted o f 465 d w e l l i n g u n i t s and d i d not have 

any t r a i l e r u n i t s . The t r a i l e r s at Hood V i l l a g e were'occupied i n e a r l y 

A p r i l , 1943, and the d w e l l i n g u n i t s at both v i l l a g e s were completed and 

f u l l y occupied i n e a r l y August o f the same year. 

General F a c i l i t i e s at Completion of Construction: C o n s t r u c t i o n o f ^ 

Camp Hood was completed 1 September, 1943. This m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n 

contained 160,000 acres of land which c o n s t i t u t e d one o f the l a r g e s t i 

and best maneuver areas i n the United States, and 35 i d e a l f i r i n g ranges. 

There were 5630 b u i l d i n g s , which included: 18 chapels, 1 f i e l d h o u s e , 

26 r e c r e a t i o n b u i l d i n g s , 35 post exchanges, 1384 barracks, 367 messhalls, 

373 bachelor o f f i c e r s q u a r t e r s , 4 clubs f o r o f f i c e r s , 4 clubs f o r e n l i s t e d -

men, 2 l a u n d r i e s , 2 h o s p i t a l s (the h o s p i t a l s had 132 b u i l d i n g s ) , 12 

t h e a t e r s , 1 bus s t a t i o n , 1 post o f f i c e , 516 warehouses, 432 shops, and 

2014 b u i l d i n g s f o r miscellaneous purposes. The r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s 

included: 3 swimming pools, a nine-hole g o l f course, several t e n n i s 

c o u r t s , baseball and,SQftball diamonds, a f o o t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l 

c o u r t s , and three bowling alleys^N, 

T r a n s p o r t a t T o i T ' F a c i l i t i e s : Camp Hood was served by two r a i l r o a d s : 

the Gulf Colorado and Santa Fe served the main camp and the Saint Louis 

Southwestern served the sub-camp. There were approximately s i x t e e n miles 

o f trackage, i n c l u d i n g warehouse t r a c k s a t both camps and a lo a d i n g area 



at each camp. The loading f a c i l i t i e s at Camp Hood included 4 t r a c k s 

w i t h concrete end ramps, and 4 side ramps of the same m a t e r i a l , and 

f o r n i g h t loading t h i s area was l i g h t e d by f l o o d l i g h t s . North Camp 

had 3 loading t r a c k s w i t h temporary end ramps and was l i g h t e d v\fith 

o r d i n a r y s t r e e t l i g h t s . 

P r a c t i c a l l y a l l the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o and from camp, f o r small 

groups and casuals was by bus. D i r e c t bus ser v i c e t o a l l nearby towns 

vvas fu r n i s h e d by two bus companies. The Creamer Stage Lines and the ^ 

Southwestern T r a n s i t Company. There were many times when t h i s s e r v i c e 

f a r from adequate, although these two companies used 108 buses on t h e 

camp op e r a t i o n . The inadequacy of the bus se r v i c e was no r e f l e c t i o n 

on the bus companies as a l l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s throughout the 

e n t i r e country were not adequate t o take care o f the tremendous amount 

of t r a v e l 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i t 

This g i g a n t i c m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r the 

purpose of housing and t r a i n i n g tank destroyer troops, but was so 

constructed t h a t w i t h a few a l t e r a t i o n s i t would be s u i t a b l e f o r other 

type troops. The f a c t t h a t t h i s camp was s u i t a b l e f o r housing and 

t r a i n i n g o f a l l type troops was a great saving to. the government, 

because i t was found necessary t o u t i l i z e t h i s camp f o r i n f a n t r y and 

f i e l d a r t i l l e r y u n i t s when the a c t i v i t i e s o f the Tank Destroyer Center 

were c u r t a i l e d i n the e a r l y p a r t of 1944. 

From 12 March, 1942-to 1 September, J943, 160,000-acres o f rough 

c a t t l e country had been made i n t o the l a r g e s t and one o£ t h e best 

equipped army camps i n the United States, at an approximate cost o f 

$84,000,000.00. 



CAMP HOOD 

KILLEEN, TEXAS 

ORGANIZATION - EXPANSION - ACTIVITIES 

14 FEBRUARY to 31 DECEMBER 

1942 

Colonel Andrew D. Bruce, Commanding O f f i c e r of the Tank Destroyer 

T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center, was designated Commanding O f f i c e r o f t h e 

cantonment at K i l l e e n , Texas pending the completion o f the camp. Orders 

covering the above were issued by the War Department 17 January, 1942. 

The o r i g i n a l plan c a l l e d f o r a l l post d u t i e s t o be performed by the 

personnel of the Center. 

Upon r e c e i p t of advice of the impending move o f the Tank Destroyer 

T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center, from Fort George G. Meade, Maryland t o the, 

s t a g i n g area. Major Thomas G. Sha f f e r , an o f f i c e r o f the Center, was 

ordered t o Temple t o make p r e l i m i n a r y arrangements f o r the housing o f 

Center Headquarters and i t s subordinate a c t i v i t i e s , and also t o look 

i n t o the housing f a c i l i t i e s f o r m i l i t a r y personnel and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

Adequate o f f i c e and warehouse space was acquired, w i t h the approval 

o f the Eighth Corps Area, and r e p a i r and minor r e a r r a n g i n g o f the r e n t e d 

space was s t a r t e d . A b i l l e t i n g board was formed i n Temple, c o n s i s t i n g 

o f an army o f f i c e r and two l o c a l business men, to. l i s t a v a i l a b l e l i v i n g 

quarters and t o e s t a b l i s h f a i r r e n t s . This procedure was l a t e r f o l l o w e d 

i n the towns of Belton, K i l l e e n , Copperas Cove, Lampasas, and G a t e s v i l l e . 

The Tank Destroyer T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center Completed the move from 

Fort George G. Meade to Temple 14 February, 1942. The a c t i v i t i e s o f the 

Center and those o f the post were c a r r i e d on at t h i s l o c a t i o n from t h a t 



date u n t i l the camp at K i l l e e n was ready f o r occupancy. 

Colonel Bruce was promoted t o the rank o f b r i g a d i e r g e neral, 16 

February, 1942, i n r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s outstanding accomplishm.ents as 

commanding o f f i c e r of the Tank Destroyer T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center. 

The Tank Destroyer T a c t i c a l and F i r i n g Center was designated the 

Tank Destroyer Command, 12 March, 1942. At t h a t time the Commands 

a c t i v i t i e s had expanded t o such an extent i t was found necessary t o 

r e l i e v e i t of some of the post d u t i e s . . ' 

A quartermaster detachment cadre, o f 124 e n l i s t e d men, was t r a n s 

f e r r e d t o Camp Hood from Camp Bowie, Texas, and the Eighth Corps Area 

ordered Major A. Murphey, QMC, to Temple as camp quartermaster. 

The f i r s t troop u n i t t o populate Camp Hood area as the 893rd. 

Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , which a r r i v e d i n G a t e s v i l l e , Texas, 31 

March, 1942. This b a t t a l i o n was commanded by Major Samuel E. Mays, 

and had a s t r e n g t h of 1,000 o f f i c e r s and e n l i s t e d men. The 893rd. was 

the f i r s t tank destroyer b a t t a l i o n i n the United States Army, having 

been organized as of 5 June, 1940, as the 3rd A n t i Tank B a t t a l i o n , i t 

was l a t e r named the 93rd Anti-Tank Bn and i n the f a l l o f 1941 

was designated the 893rd Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n . 

The s t a t i o n complement at Camp Hood was a c t i v a t e d 13 A p r i l , 1942. 

The c r e a t i o n of the post headquarters r e l i e v e d the t a c t i c a l t r oops o f 

a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and supply and s e r v i c e d u t i e s . A s t a f f o f E i g h t h 

Corps Area O f f i c e r s were assigned t o Camp Hood, and under the command 

of General Bruce organized the branches and sections o f post headquarters 

On the date of a c t i v a t i o n the s t a t i o n complement consisted o f : - Post Head 

qu a r t e r s . Quartermaster, Ordnance, Finance, and Post Engineers. The 



12 

personnel of these detachments was p a r t of the 1848th. Corps Area 

Service Un i t . ; 

The d u t i e s of the post setup increased s t e a d i l y w i t h the r a p i d 

growth of the Tank Destroyer Command. The i n f l u x o f t a c t i c a l troops 

i n Temple was steady and tank destroyer b a t t a l i o n s were moving i n t o 

the camp area at a r a p i d r a t e . To p r o p e r l y serve and supply the ever 

growing Tank Destroyer Command i t was necessary f o r the s t a t i o n comple

ment t o secure a d d i t i o n a l personnel, many of whom were u n t r a i n e d and 

f o r whom t r a i n i n g was necessary. Eighth Corps Area O f f i c e r s and e n l i s t e d 

men were sent t o Camp Hood t o f i l l t h i s growing need, and hundreds o f 

c i v i l s e r v i c e employees were put t o work i n order t o e f f i c i e n t l y c a r r y 

on t h i s j o b , which was speedily reaching tremendous p r o p o r t i o n s . 

General Bruce found i t necessary t o request t h a t he be r e l i e v e d as 

camp commander i n order t h a t a l l h i s e f f o r t s might be devoted t o the 

p e r f e c t i o n of a f i g h t i n g f o r c e capable of s u c c e s s f u l l y combating enemy 

tanks. His request was granted 21 J u l y , 1942, and Colonel Charles M. 

T h i r l k e l d was made commanding o f f i c e r as of the sam.e date. . . 

When Colonel T h i r l k e l d assumed command of Camp Hood, there w-ere 

approximately 15,000 troops s t a t i o n e d w i t h i n the camp area and at Temple, 

Texas. The p o p u l a t i o n continued t o increase r a p i d l y . Under h i s d i r e c t 

i o n the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and supply and s e r v i c e branches f u n c t i o n e d i n an 

e f f i c i e n t manner, s a t i s f a c t o r i l y t a k i n g care o f the needs o f the t a c t i c a l 

f o r c e s . The post setup was f a r from complete at t h a t t ime, but due t o the 

energy and f o r e s i g h t of the commanding o f f i c e r and h i s s t a f f , o r g a n i z a t i o n 

and expansion was accomplished w i t h the minimum o f confusion. 

The Eighth Corps Area was designated Eighth Service Command i n J u l y 

o f 1942, and c o n c u r r e n t l y the 1848th Corps Area Service U n i t was 



changed t o the 1848th. Unit Eighth Service Command. The 1848th U n i t 

Eighth Service Command was made a p r o v i s i o n a l b a t t a l i o n i n August 

of the same year; i t s mission was a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t r a i n i n g . 

The e n t i r e post o r g a n i z a t i o n moved i n t o Camp Hood proper, 21 

August, 1942, and by the end of t h a t month, a l l o f the t a c t i c a l 

forces were out o f Temple and were housed i n t h e i r permanent quar

t e r s at the new camp. At t h a t time the p o p u l a t i o n of.Camp Hood was 

made up o f the f o l l o w i n g : - the 1848th. Unit Eighth Service Command, 

and the Tank Destroyer Command and attached u n i t s . (A-3). 

The camp was o f f i c i a l l y opened 18 September, 1942. Under 

Secretary of War Robert Patterson was the main speaker. The honor 

guest i n c l u d e d , among other. Major General Richard Donovan, command

in g general of the Eighth Service Command, Major General Harold B u l l , 

commanding general o f the School and Replacement Center, Birmingham, 

Alabama, Major General Harry Twaddle, Camp S w i f t , Texas, and Colonel 

John B e l l Hood, son of the famed confederate general f o r whom the 

camp was named. 

From March, 1942 t o September, 1942 t o the move from Temple, 

supplies v\fere received at K i l l e e n , on the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa 

Fe r a i l r o a d , and at G a t e s v i l l e on the Saint Louis Southwestern 

r a i l r o a d . Troops u n i t s , w i t h m i l i t a r y equipment d e t r a i n e d a t 

Copperas Cove (GCQSF), or G a t e s v i l l e . Outgoing u n i t s w i t h equipment, 

were shipped from G a t e s v i l l e , as the r a i l r o a d s erving t h a t town had 

thousands of f e e t o f loading t r a c k , and a number o f heavy duty l o a d i n g 

ramps. A f t e r the camp was populated, a l l f r e i g h t was r e c e i v e d a t the 

camp, but i t was necessary t o continue d e t r a i n i n g u n i t s w i t h equipment 

at Copperas Cove, and ship such u n i t s w i t h equipment out a t G a t e s v i l l e , 
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u n t i l the camp loading f a c i l i t i e s were completed. These f a c i l i t i e s 

were completed i n e a r l y A p r i l o f 1943, and g r e a t l y s i m p l i f i e d the 

r e c e i v i n g and shipping o f troops and equipment. 

In September, 1942, the Tank Destroyer Command was named the Tank. 

Destroyer Center, and a general s t a f f was authorized. On the 20th 

of the same month B r i g a d i e r General Bruce was prom.oted t o the rank o f 

major general. Those events marked a step forward i n p r e s t i g e and 

importance of the camp and the Center. 

The camp grew, i n 1942, from a very small wartime m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l 

a t i o n o f l i t t l e personnel s t r e n g t h , w i t h a temporary home i n the s t a g i n g 

area. Temple, Texas, t o a completely equipped camp w i t h a s t r e n g t h o f 

approximately 45,000 troops; and at the end o f the year an a d d i t i o n t o 

t h i s i n s t a l l a t i o n was under c o n s t r u c t i o n , which would double the s i z e 

o f Camp Hood. 
I 

From the date o f i n c e p t i o n o f Camp Hood t o 31 December, 1942, 

there were 4,769 carloads of f r e i g h t received, and 343 carloads shipped, 

t h i s was augmented by the r e c e i v i n g and shipping o f hundreds o f van-

loads of motor f r e i g h t . The above f i g u r e s do not include shipments 

received i n camp by the c o n t r a c t o r s . The shipments out included a 

la r g e number of u n i t s being shipped t o p o r t s o f embarkation f o r r e -

shipment overseas. 1 

While there were only approximately 45,000 troops i n camp a t t h e 

end o f 1942 (A-4), the post setup a c t u a l l y received, housed, and equipped 

thousands more d u r i n g the ten months of t h a t year, as many u n i t s and 

c a s u a l s were ordered t o Camp Hood, f o r short p e r i o d o f t r a i n i n g w i t h 

the Tank Destroyer Center, and were shipped t o other camps or t o p o r t s 

o f embarkation when they completed the tank destroyer t r a i n i n g . 
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CAMP HOOD . ' 

KILLEEN, TEXAS 

1 JANUARY t o 31 DECEMBER, 1945 

The s t r e n g t h of a c t i v i t y o f Camp Hood, showed a tremendous i n -

crease d u r i n g the f i r s t s i x mont.h.s--of 1943. P r i o r t o the completion 

of North Camp, i t became necessary t o u t i l i z e many f i e l d camps, and f o r 

several months a f t e r the sub-cam.p was put i n t o use, there v̂ as s u f f i c i e n t 

space t o house a l l t a c t i c a l u n i t s s t a t i o n e d on the post, so f i e l d camps 

were continued i n use. 

With t a c t i c a l u n i t s t r a i n i n g twenty-four hours a day, and troops 

being received at a l l hours of the day and n i g h t , i t was necessary 
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The 159th. WAAC, Post Headquarters Company a r r i v e d a t Camp Hood i n 

A p r i l , 1943, and was assigned t o duty w i t h post headquarters. .: The women , 

personnel were given d u t i e s f o r which they were q u a l i f i e d t o perform, 

such as stenographers, c l e r k s , telephone operators, and ch a u f f e u r s . 

This r e s u l t e d i n r e l e a s i n g many men t o combat, and other d u t i e s which 

r e q u i r e d men. 

Camp Hood received 4,000 pris o n e r s o f war i n May o f 1943. Of these 

3,000 were confined i n North Camp, and 1,000 i n the main camp. These 

pri s o n e r s were the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the Service Command, t h e r e f o r e 

the guarding, working, and supplying o f the pris o n e r s was performed 

by the post setup. 

Colonel Donald R. Dunkle, post executive. North Camp, to g e t h e r : 

w i t h o f f i c e r s and other personnel from each branch and s e c t i o n o f the 

Camp Hood o r g a n i z a t i o n , moved i n t o t h e i r quarters at the sub-camp i n 

e a r l y May of 1943. Thus a complete camp a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , and supply set

up was created f o r the a d d i t i o n t o Camp Hood, Each c h i e f o f branch and 

se c t i o n o f the camp e s t a b l i s h e d a s u b - o f f i c e at North Camp, w i t h an 

o f f i c e r , a s s i s t a n t t o the c h i e f , i n charge o f d i r e c t s u p e r v i s i o n . 

The Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center and the Tank Destroyer 

Basic Unit T r a i n i n g Center, w i t h attached u n i t s , moved i n t o t h e i r permanent 

quarters at the sub-camp i n May, 1943, and proceeded w i t h t h e i r t r a i n i n g 

program on a f u l l scale. 

The p o p u l a t i n g of North Camp was completed on 23 May 1943, and s i x 

days l a t e r t h i s l a r g e sub-camp was o f f i c i a l l y opened. General Lesley J . 

McNair, Commanding General, Army Ground Force, was the p r i n c i p a l speaker. 

Two days p r i o r t o the o f f i c i a l opening o f North Camp, Major General 

Bruce was t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 77th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , as i t s commanding 
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general; Major General Orlando Ward r e p l a c i n g him as commanding general 

of the Tank Destroyer Center. . 

With the completion o f North Camp, Camp Hood constructed f a c i l i t i e s 

were s u f f i c i e n t t o accommodate 80,000 troops; however, from the date o f 

completion o f the sub-camp t o e a r l y 1944, i t was necessary t o make use 

of many f i e l d camps t o take care o f the overflow. Camp Hood reached i t s 

peak s t r e n g t h i n l a t e June of 1943 something b e t t e r than 95,000 

t r o o p s , and th e r e was very l i t t l e decrease i n p o p u l a t i o n u n t i l e a r l y 

1944. With the exception of the 1848th. Unit Eighth Service Command the 

e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n of the camp was e i t h e r tank destroyer troops or troops 

of other branch, assigned t o the Tank Destroyer Center, f o r t r a i n i n g 

purposes; t h i s was the case u n t i l e a r l y 1944. 

Major General Orlando Ward was t r a n s f e r r e d 23 October, 1943, and 

Major General John H. Hester was made commanding general o f the Tank 

Destroyer Center at t h a t time. I f n i l e General Ward was i n command, the 

Tank Destroyer Center reached i t ' s highest p o i n t i n a c t i v i t y and s t r e n g t h . 

During the f i r s t few months a f t e r General Hester took command i t continued. .... 

at i t s peak, but as the accomplishment o f i t s mission approached r e a l i z a t i o n , 

i t became evident t h a t there would be a la r g e r e d u c t i o n i n tank d e s t r o y e r 

a c t i v i t i e s i n the near f u t u r e . 

The camp p o p u l a t i o n was i n the neighborhood of 85,000 a t the end o f 

1943. (A-S). During the year there were 92 u n i t s shipped out of Camp Hood, 

of which a m a j o r i t y were shipped t o p o r t s o f embarkation f o r f u r t h e r 

shipment overseas. There were 9,487 carloads o f f r e i g h t r e c e i v e d i n 

camp and 3,573 carloads shipped out, and i n a d d i t i o n thousands o f van-

loads o f motor f r e i g h t was received and shipped d u r i n g the year. 



The year 1943 marked the growth of Camp Hood, from an average 

s i z e , wartime, m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n , t o the l a r g e s t , and one of 

the best equipped camps i n the United States. 
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CAMP HOOD 

KILLEEN, TEXAS " • 

1 JANUARY t o 51 DECEMBER, 1944 . 

During the f i r s t f o u r months o f 1944 th e r e was a r a p i d shrinkage 

i n the p o p u l a t i o n of Camp Hood, due t o the f a c t t h a t the m a j o r i t y o f 

the tank destroyer b a t t a l i o n s completed t h e i r t r a i n i n g and were shipped 

t o p o r t s of embarkation, from where they would be shipped overseas. 

The Tank Destroyer Unit T r a i n i n g Center continued t o f u n c t i o n , but w i t h 

a tremendous c u r t a i l m e n t of a c t i v i t y . As o f 4 May, 1944, the Tank 

Destroyer Center Had reduced i n personnel t o 22,082 t r o o p s , o f which 

10,999 were Tank Destroyer T r a i n i n g Center t r o o p s . The t o t a l camp 

pop u l a t i o n at t h a t time was 49,591 t r o o p s . 

Colonel T h i r l k e l d , who had served as commanding o f f i c e r o f Camp 

Hood since 21 J u l y , 1942, was t r a n s f e r r e d 22 January, 1944. On assuming 

command of the camp. Colonel T h i r l k e l d has taken over a sk e l e t o n post 

headquarters setup, organized a complete and e f f i c i e n t s t a f f , and guided 

i t i n i t s expansion to the l a r g e s t camp o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the United States 

Army. 

Colonel L.A. Kurtz replaced Colonel T h i r l k e l d as camp commander at 

t h a t time but was t r a n s f e r r e d t o another assignment 4 March, 1944, and 

Bri g a d i e r General W.R. Nichols was designated commanding general o f 

Camp Hood as o f t h a t date. 

In e a r l y February, 1944, the f i r s t f i e l d a r t i l l e r y b a t t a l i o n s 

a r r i v e d , and i n the ensuing months many more such u n i t s were s t a t i o n e d 

at Camp Hood, and the t r a i n i n g of t h a t type u n i t became a major a c t i v i t y 

at North Camp. 
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at North Camp. . 

The I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center ivas a c t i v a t e d at Camp 

Hood 10 March, 1944; i t s mission was t o receive inductees and t r a i n them 

i n i n f a n t r y t a c t i c s , i n order t o o b t a i n t r a i n e d men as replacements f o r 

b a t t l e c a s u a l t i e s . The I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center, w i t h i n 

three months, became the l a r g e s t s i n g l e a c t i v i t y on the post, reaching 

i t s peak of 31,545 troops 21 September, 1944. 

With the Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center a t North Camp, 

and the I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center a t the camp, t h e r e was 

a r a p i d turnover i n personnel o f Camp Hood. WTiile the camp, p o p u l a t i o n 

remained p r e t t y w e l l constant, there was a stream o f incoming induc t e es, 

and the same i n outgoing t r a i n e d f i g h t i n g men every week. 

Br i g a d i e r General Nichols was forced t o r e t i r e from the arm.y, due 

to f a i l i n g h e a l t h , a f t e r serving as commanding general o f Camp Hood f o r three 

and one-half months. He was replaced by COL B.F. Delamater, J r . 30 June, 1944. 

The p r i s o n e r s o f war at North Camp were sent t o other camos i n e a r l y " 

1944; t h a t reduced the number o f pr i s o n e r s a t Camp Hood t o approximately 

1,000 and enabled the s e t t i n g up of the Southern Branch of the United 

States D i s c i p l i n a r y Barracks at the vacated p r i s o n e r of war camp at t h e 

sub-camp; t h i s was done d u r i n g the second week o f June, 1944. 

Headquarters 11th. Special Troop, 4 t h Army moved i n t o Camp Hood 

17 September, 1944. A l l t a c t i c a l troops at Camp Hood were under the 

comjnand of t h i s headquarters, except those of the Tank Destroyer Center 

and t h e • I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center. 



From 1 May, t o 31 December, 1944 the average s t r e n g t h o f the camp v/as 

approximately 55 , 000 troops. During tha.t p e r i o d of time i t reached a top 

pop u l a t i o n of 62,557 on 3 August. 

There vvere 5,598 carloads o f f r e i g h t received i n camp and 3,901 

carloads shipped out during the year; i n a d d i t i o n t o thousands o f 

vanloads received and shipped. 

The camp p o p u l a t i o n as the l a s t day o f the year was 50,288 

troops (A-63. 
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CAMP HOOD 

KILLEEN, TEX.'\

• I J.AMUARY t o 51 DECEMBER, 1945 

The f i r s t week i n January marked a r e d u c t i o n o f 3,129 troops i n 

the camp p o p u l a t i o n . The s t r e n g t h o f Camp Hood f o r the next s i x weeks 

g r a d u a l l y decreased t o the extent t h a t t h e r e were only 40,508 troops 

on the post as o f 22 February. 

In s p i t e of the loss i n p o p u l a t i o n , t h e r e was no c u r t a i l m e n t i n 

the a c t i v i t i e s of the post o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the f i r s t nine months of 

1945. The I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center continued t o operate • 

on f u l l s cale, r e c e i v i n g hundreds o f inductees each week, and s h i p p i n g 

out a l i k e number o f t r a i n e d f i g h t i n g men f o r b a t t l e replacements 

at the same time. This caused a continued, tremendous, a c t i v i t y i n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and supply and s e r v i c e . 

The combined Maintenance Shop at Cam.p Hood was one o f the l a r g e s t 

i n the arm.y. This o r g a n i z a t i o n was designated by the Eighth Service 

Command t o rework thousands o f v e h i c l e s , guns, and other types o f army 

equipment f o r other i n s t a l l a t i o n s o f the Service Comjnand. This equip- . 

ment was received i n by f r e i g h t , and l a t e r , m.uch o f i t was shipped o u t , 

thus the work of the post headquarters setup econtinued i n l a r g e p r o p o r t 

ions. 

The Quartermaster Reclamation Center was a c t i v a t e d 19 March, 1945, 

and located at North Camp, I t was composed of:-an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e c t i o n , the 

Quartermaster Laundry, the Quartermaster Dry Cleaning P l a n t , the C l o t h i n g 

and Equipage R e p a i r Shop, and the C l o t h i n g and Equipage C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

C l o t h i n g and equipment were shipped, as d i r e c t e d by the E i g h t h S e r v i c e 
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Command to the Reclamation Center, where i t was cleaned, r e p a i r e d , and 

disposed o f as d i r e c t e d . I t was necessary f o r t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n t o 

work twenty-four hours a day f o r several months, i n order t o take care 

of the volume o f work t h a t flooded i t s f a c i l i t i e s . 

From VE-Day u n t i l 16 October, the camp p o p u l a t i o n f l u c t u a t e d between 

40,000 and 48,000 troops. However, from VJ-Day t o the l a s t day o f t h e 

year, there was a r a p i d decrease, the s t r e n g t h f a l l i n g by t h e thousands 

each month. A s e p a r a t i o n c e n t e r was s e t up a t Camp Hood on 17 September 

and d i s c h a r g e d on an average of b e t t e r than 200 troops a day u n t i l i t 

c l o s e d on 13 December, 1945. 

The camp s t r e n g t h as of the l a s t day o f the year:-North Camp, 

1,807 general p r i s o n e r s , and 1,266 t r o o p s ; the main camp had 9,584 

troops, making an o v e r a l l p o p u l a t i o n o f 15,206. This marked a r e d u c t i o n 

i n s t r e n g t h at Camp Hood d u r i n g the year o f 37,079 t r o o p s . 

F r e i g h t , i n and out, was o f f , considerably, on 1945; t h e r e were 

4,805 carloads i n , and 1,617 carloads out, i n a d d i t i o n t h e r e were 

thousands of vanloads received and shipped during t h a t p e r i o d . 

IvTiile there had been a tremendous r e d u c t i o n i n the p o p u l a t i o n o f 

Camp Hood du r i n g the previous year i t was s t i l l a l a r g e camp a t t h e 

beginning of 1945; i t remained such u n t i l the l a s t two months o f t h e 

year. , " 

North Camp, w i t h 2,660 b u i l d i n g s , had t h e appearance o f a d e s e r t e d 

c i t y , w i t h only a few hundred s o l d i e r s s t a t i o n e d t h e r e as o f t h e l a s t day 

of 1945. The main camp, w i t h the m a j o r i t y o f i t s 2,970 b u i l d i n g s unoccupied 

and very l i t t l e a c t i v i t y going on, appeared empty w i t h i t s s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n 

of 9,584 troops. 
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In s p i t e of the r e d u c t i o n of a c t i v i t y and p o p u l a t i o n , i t was 

necessary t o spend $86,549.20 on a new c o n s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g the f i r s t 

s i x raonths of 1945. 

The year 1945 marked the end o f Camp Hood as a.major v;artine army 

camp and i t s beginning as a peacetime m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n . 
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CA,MP HOOD 
t 

KILLEEN, TEXAS 

1 J.ANUARY t o 31 DECEMBER, 1946 

From the f i r s t t o the n i n t h o f January, 1946, the camp p o p u l a t i o n 

shrunk from 13,206 t o 10,847; however, w i t h the a r r i v a l o f the 2nd 

and 20th Armored D i v i s i o n s , the camp s t r e n g t h increased to' b e t t e r than 

14,000 troops. . 

The a c t i v i t y o f the post headquarters o r g a n i z a t i o n was g r e a t l y 

c u r t a i l e d at the beginning o f 1946. The Combined Maintenance Shop, i t s 

mission completed, was i n a c t i v a t e d 6 May o f t h a t year. A l l p r i s o n e r s o f 

war were shipped t o p o r t s o f embarkation f o r r e t r u n t o t h e i r homeland, 

and the 1848th. Service Command U n i t , Prisoner o f War Camp was i n a c t i v a t e d 

10 Hay, 1946. The WAC Detachment, 1848th Service Command U n i t , S t a t i o n 

Medics i n a c t i v a t e d the l a s t day o f May, o f the same year. 

The 20th Armored D i v i s i o n was i n a c t i v a t e d 2 A p r i l the personnel, 

not being discharged, were t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 2nd Armored D i v i s i o n 

or else t o another s t a t i o n and i n e a r l y May, Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 11th Special Troops, 4th Army was t r a n s f e r r e d , l e a v i n g the 2nd 

Armored D i v i s i o n , and i t s attached u n i t s the only t a c t i c a l t r oops at Camp 

Hood. 

Colonel B.F. Delamater, J r . was t r a n s f e r r e d , 13 May 1946 a f t e r 

s e rving as commanding o f f i c e r o f the post since 30 June, 1944. Colonel 

O.P. Houston assumed command as o f t h a t date, and served as camp commander 

u n t i l 9 June, 1946. 



In e a r l y June, there was a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the m i l i t a r y setup i n 

the United States; the Service Commands were abolished, and array areas 

were e s t a b l i s h e d . Under t h i s setup. Camp Hood was a.n i n s t a l l a t i o n o f the . 

4th Army. The commanding general o f the t a c t i c a l troops was a l s o comJTiand-

ing general o f the post. As a r e s u l t . Major General John W. Leonard, 

Commanding General o f the 2nd Armored D i v i s i o n , was made commanding 

general o f Camp Hood 9 May 1946, and Colonel Houston was designated 

deputy post commander. 

, Major General Leonard was t r a n s f e r r e d 4 J u l y , and B r i g a d i e r General 

J.H. C o l l i e r assumed command o f the d i v i s i o n and the post. Colonel . 

Houston was ordered t o another assignment, and was replaced as deputy 

post comjTiander, by Lieutenant Colonel Andrew R. L o l l i , 5 J u l y , who i n 

t u r n was replaced 16 J u l y , by Lieutenant Colonel Frank M. M u l l e r . 

B r i g a d i e r General John M. Devine replaced B r i g a d i e r General C o l l i e r , as 

d i v i s i o n and p o s t commanding general 22 J u l y . Colonel Carl I . Hutton was 

made deputy post com.mander 29 J u l y r e p l a c i n g Lieutenant Colonel M u l l e r . 

On September 20, Colonel Hutton was t r a n s f e r r e d , and Colonel Henry McE. 

Pendleton was designated deputy post commander as o f t h a t date. Major 

General L.S. Hobbs was t r a n s f e r r e d t o Camp Hood, as commanding general 

of the d i v i s i o n , and assumed command o f the camp 10 October, 1946. 

In October o f 1946 the 1848th U n i t Eighth Service Command was 

designated the 4005 Army Service U n i t . 

During the year 1946 the camp received 1,526 carloads o f f r e i g h t , 

and shipped 784 carloads; i n a d d i t i o n , hundreds o f vansloads o f motor f r e i g h t 

was received and shipped. 



The p o p u l a t i o n of Camp Hood v a r i e d between 10,000 and 12,000 

troops i n January and February. From 1 March t o 23 October the s t r e n g t h 

f l u c t u a t e d between 14,000 and 16,000 troops. There was a sharp decrease i n 

m i l i t a r y personnel from 23 October t o 31 December, the p o p u l a t i o n s h r i n k 

ing from 14,082 t o 4,629. 

The year 1946 marked the abandonment o f North Camp, w i t h t h e 

exception of the United States D i s c i p l i n a r y Barracks, i n March; and at the 

end of the year even t h a t a c t i v i t y was i n the process o f moving out o f th e 

sub-camp. 

From 1 J u l y 1945 t o 30 June 1946 there was an expenditure of 

159,902.39 on new c o n s t r u c t i o n at Camp Hood. 

The year 1946 marked the naming o f Cam.p Hood as the permanent 

home of the 2nd Armored D i v i s i o n . 
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C.MIP HOOD 

KILLEEN, TEXAS 

1 JANUARY t o 51 DECEMBER, 1947 

The camp was very t h i n l y populated, and there was very l i t t l e 

a c t i v i t y , except o f a r o u t i n e n a t u r e , at the beginning o f 1947. This 

c o n d i t i o n continued f o r the e n t i r e year w i t h l i t t l e e xception. The 

4,629 troops u t i l i z e d o n l y a l i m i t e d number o f the many f a c i l i t i e s 

t h a t were a v a i l a b l e at Camp Hood. 

In c o n v e r t i n g from wartime t o peactime a c t i v i t i e s i t was necessary . 

to terminate hundreds of c i v i l s e r v i c e employees. I n August of 1945, 

there were 3,014 such employees working at the camp, vvhereas a t the end 

of 1947 th e r e were only 810 employed. 

Many of the m i l i t a r y personnel who had served a t Cam.p Hood d u r i n g the 

war were sent overseas w i t h the Army o f Occupation. Insome instances these 

men were replaced by men r e t u r n i n g from overseas assignments; i n o t h e r cases, 

jobs were e i t h e r c o nsolidated or abolished o u t r i g h t . 

Major General L.S. Hobbs, a f t e r s e r v i n g as commanding general o f t h e 

post and d i v i s i o n f o r eleven and one-half months, was t r a n s f e r r e d to an

other assignment, and Major General J.G. Ch r i s t i a n s e n assumed command, 

27 September, 1947. 

The only a c t i v i t y t h a t v a r i e d from the r o u t i n e was t h e amphibious 

maneuver staged by the 2nd Armored D i v i s i o n , i n October and November o f 

t h a t year. This maneuver, known as "Operation Seminole", r e q u i r e d the 

d i v i s i o n t o board ship i n the v i c i n i t y o f San J a c i n t o , Texas, and a l a n d 

ing at Panama C i t y , F l o r i d a , e s t a b l i s h i n g a beach-head a t t h a t p o i n t . There 

was q u i t e a pickup i n a c t i v i t y at Camp from J u l y , 1947 u n t i l t h e completion : 



of t h i s naneuver, as the d i v i s i o n was planing; and t r a i n i n g f o r t h e 

p a r t i t v/as t o take i n "Operation Seminole". The troops departed 

f o r San J a c i n t o 17 October and returned t o Camp Hood 17 November 1947. 

The Post Engineer at Camp Hood found i t necessary t o expend 

$47,803.18 on new c o n s t r u c t i o n , form 31 June, 1946, t o 31 June, 1947, 

and from 1 J u l y , t o 31 December, 1947 new c o n t r u c t i o n a t the camp 

cost $89,709.80. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , the D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r c o n v e r t e d 

164 barracks i n t o 656 apartments as l i v i n g q uarters f o r m i l i t a r y personnel 

and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , at a cost o f $1,984.00. 

There was a gradual decrease i n the p o p u l a t i o n i n 1947, t h e r e being 

4,629 troops i n the cam.p on the f i r s t day o f the year and o n l y 3,394 as 

of 31 December, 1947. 

Of the 5,630 b u i l d i n g s at the camp d u r i n g the peak, 1,983 had been 

declared surplus by the end o f 1947. Of the remaining 3,647, o n l y a small 

percentage were i n use. A l l b u i l d i n g s not surplused were kept i n good 

s t a t e of r e p a i r i n order t h a t they might be ready f o r use i n case o f 

expansion at Camp Hood. 

The small amount of f r e i g h t received and shipped i n 1947 emphasized 

the trem.endous r e d u c t i o n i n personnel and a c t i v i t y . There were 425 car

loads of f r e i g h t received and 150 shipped during- t h e year, and o n l y a ' 

few hundred vanloads of motor f r e i g h t r e c e i v e d and shipped. 

The year 1946 marked a pe r i o d o f very l i t t l e a c t i v i t y a t Camp Hood. 
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Annex-1 

General John B e l l Hood 

John B e l l Hood (1831-1879), Ajiierican s o l d i e r , l i e u t e n a n t general 

of the Confederate army, was born i n O w i n g v i l l e , Ky., and gradyated a t 

West Point M i l i t a r y Academy i n 1853. As a c a v a l r y o f f i c e r he was ser

v i c e against i n d i a n s , and l a t e r was c a v a l r y i n s t r u c t o r at,West P o i n t . 

He resigned from the United States arm.y i n 1861, and becomes a c o l o n e l 

i n the Confederate army. He was soon promoted t o b r i g a d i e r g e n e r a l , 

and w i t h the fam.ous "Texas Brigade" o f the Army o f Northern V i r g i n i a 

he served through the campaign o f 1862. At Gettysburg he commanded one 

of the d i v i s i o n s of Longstreet's corps, r e c e i v i n g a wound which d i s a b l e d 

his arm. With Longstreet he was t r a n s f e r r e d i n the autumn o f 1863 t o 

the Army of Tennessee. At the b a t t l e o f Chickamauga (Sept. 19-20) Hood 

was severly wounded again and h i s leg amputated. He remained w i t h the 

Army of Tennessee as a corps comjnander, and when general d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

w i t h the Fabian p o l i c y o f General J.E. Johnston brought about t h e rem.oval 

of t h a t o f f i c e r . Hood was put i n h i s place. He had won a gr e a t r e p u t a t i o n 

as a f i g h t i n g general, and i t was w i t h the d i s t i n c t understanding t h a t 

b a t t l e s were t o be fought t h a t he was placed at the head o f the Army o f 

Tennessee. But i n s p i t s o f s k i l l and courage he was u n i f o r m l y u n s u c c e s s 

f u l i n the b a t t l e s around A t l a n t a . I n the end he had to abandon t h e 

place, but he f o r t h w i t h sought t o a t t a c k Sherman i n another d i r e c t i o n , 

and f i n a l l y invaded Tennessee. His march was pushed w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t 

energy, but f a i l e d t o draw the main body o f the enemy a f t e r him, and w h i l e 

Sherman with a picked f o r c e made h i s "March to the Sea", Thomas 

c o l l e c t e d an army t o oppose Hood. A severe b a t t l e was fought a t F r a n k l i n 

on November 30, 1864 and f i n a l l y Hood was defeated and h i s army almost 



a n n i h i l a t e d i n the b a t t l e of N a s h v i l l e on December 15-16, 1964. He 

v;as r e l i e v e d at h i s own request (Jan. 23, 1965). A f t e r the war he 

engaged i n business i n New Orleans v>4iere he dies of Yellowfever on 

August 30, 1879. 

(See "Encyclopaedia B r i t a n n i c a . V o l . 2 ) . 



Annex-2 

Camp c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t r a c t s awarded as f o l l o w s : 

B u i l d i n g s : Tankersley Trapp Associates, Oklahoma C i t y 

B u i l d i n g s : Taylor and Byrnes, F t . Worth. 

C l e a r i n g and s i t e grading: R. F. B a l l C o n s t r u c t i o n Co., Ft . Worth. 

Gas D i s t r i b u t o r and f u e l storage f a c i l i t i e s : J.W. France Co., Corpus C h r i s t i . 

E l e c t r i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n system: Taylor Construction Co., Ta y l o r . 

Asphalt s u r f a c i n g , sidewalks and s t r e e t s : Morgan C o n s t r u c t i o n Co., Dallas 

Water and sewer system: H.B. Zachery Co., San Antonio. 

Camp r a i l r o a d system: M a r t i n and Grace, D a l l a s . 

IVater-wells: V/iegand and Co., San Antonio. 

Sewage disposal p l a n t : McKenzie Brothers, Williams and W h i t t l e , D a l l a s . 

Water l i n e s from w e l l s : H.B. Zachery Co., San .Antonio. 

Power hook-ups: I n d u s t r i a l E l e c t r i c Co., Nev/ Orleans. 



Annex - 3 ' . 

S t a t i o n l i s t , Camp Hood,'18 August, 1942: -

lS48th. Unit Eighth Service Command. 

The Tank Destroyer Com.mand, (Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company). 

Headquarters 1st. Tank Destroyer Group. 

Headquarters 2nd Tank Destroyer Group 

1st. Tank Destroyer Band. 

2nd. Tank Destroyer Band. 

Tank Destroyer School (Headquarters and Headquarters Company). 

Tank Destroyer School Service Regiment. 

Tank Destroyer Boards. 

374th. Engineer B a t t a l i o n . 

49th. Ordnance Company. 

1st. B a t t l i o n , 49th Quartermaster Regiment. 

Company "B", 78th. Quartermaster B a t t a l i o n . 

786th. S a n i t a r y Company. 

10 Tank Testroyer B a t t a l i o n s . 

1 Tank B a t t a l i o n . 

The above from the S t a t i o n L i s t Headquarters Eighth Service command. 

Section 11, dated 18 August, 1942. 



Annex - 4 

mp [lood s t a t i o n l i s t , 31 December, 1942:-

iS48th. Unit Eighth Service Command. 

Tank Destroyer Center 

Tank Destroyer School 

Tank Destroyer Board 

Tank Destroyer Unit T r a i n i n g Center. 

Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center 

35 Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n s . 

8 Tank Destroyer Groups. 

3 Tank Destroyer Brigades. 

1 Tank Group 

2 Tank B a t t a l i o n s 

8 Ordnance U n i t s . 

1 Mechanized Cavalry U n i t . 

1 Motor Records Unit 

1 Quartermaster Truck Regiment. 

1 Medical Sanitary Company 

1 Engineer General Service Regiment 



Annex - 5 

Camp Hood p o p u l a t i o n , approximately 85,000, 31 December, 1943, made 

up o f the f o l l o w i n g : -

1848th. Unit Eighth Service Command. 

Tank Destroyer Center 

Tank Destroyer School , 

Tank Destroyer Board 

Tank Destroyer Unit T r a i n i n g Center. 

Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center. 

40 Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n s . 

7 Tank Destroyer Groups. 

1 Tank Destroyer Brigade 

3 Tank B a t t a l i o n s . 

16 Ordnance Units 

4 Quartermaster Truck U n i t s . 

1 Medical Sanitary Regiment 

1 Engineer General Service Regiment 

5 M i l i t a r y P o lice companies 

2 WAG Companies 

1 Armored Group. 

4 Army Bands. 

1 I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n . 

1 F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B a t t a l i o n . 



Annex - 6 

S t a t i o n l i s t , Camp Hood, 51 December, 1944:-

United States D i s c i p l i n a r y Barracks. 

1848th Unit Eighth Service Command. 

Tank Destroyer Center 

Tank Destroyer School 

Tank Destroyer Board. 

1 Tank Destroyer Group 

3 Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n s . 

2 WAG. companies 

Tank Destroyer Replacement T r a i n i n g Center. 

1 Quartermaster Truck Company 

1 S a n i t a r y Company 

I n f a n t r y Replacement T r a i n i n g Center 

11th. Headquarters Special Troops 4th Army 

1 Coast A r t i l l e r y Regiment 

2 F i e l d A r t i l l e r y Groups. 

13 F i e l d A r t i l l e r y B a t t a l i o n s . 

2 AAA. B a t t a l i o n s 

9 Ordnance Units 

1 S a n i t a r y Company 

I M i l i t a r y P o l i c e B a t t a l i o n 

6 Army Banks 

T o t a l Population:- 50,288 



CA?v'!P HOOD 

K i l l e e n , Texas 

1 January t o 31 December 1948 

At the beginning of 1948 the a c t i v i t i e s o f Camp Hood continued t o 

be of a r o u t i n e nature of housekeeping and t r a i n i n g . This s i t u a t i o n 

e x i s t e d through the f i r s t h a l f of 1948 w i t h the post m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h 

g r a d u a l l y c l i m b i n g from approximately 3400 o f f i c e r s and men t o approx

imately 4800 o f f i c e r s and men by the end of June 1948.' 

The 508th Armored FA B a t t a l i o n ( colored] and Bridge Company, 17th 

Armored Engineer Bn (colored) were a c t i v a t e d on 19th March 1948 simultaneous 

w i t h the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 14th Armored FA Bn t o zero s t r e n g t h . 

At the beginning of the l a s t h a l f o f 1948 Camp Hood s t a r t e d prepara

t i o n f o r the enlarged peace time army as approved by congress. Post Eng

ineer s t a r t e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and renovation of e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s t o 

prepare f o r the enlarged complement o f personnel expected. 

The 2d Armored D i v i s i o n was designated as a t r a i n i n g u n i t f o r 18 

year o l d 1 year e n l i s t e e s and Combat Command "A" was organized i n t o a - -.-

Replacement T r a i n i n g Center. 1st, 2d and 3rd T r a i n i n g B a t t a l i o n s Combat 

Command "A" were a c t i v a t e d on the 18th of J u l y 1948. E v e n t u a l l y 7 

t r a i n i n g b a t t a l i o n s were u t i l i z e d i n the t r a i n i n g o f the 18 year o l d 

e n l i s t e e s . By 6 October 1948 the Replacement T r a i n i n g Center had 

reached a s t r e n g t h o f 2857. This s t r e n g t h g r a d u a l l y decreased, u n t i l t he 

l a s t t r a i n i n g b a t t a l i o n was discontinued on 4 December 1948. 

Camp Hood was u t i l i z e d as a t r a i n i n g camp f o r ROTC, ORC and Texas 

National Guard Units during 1948. 427 students from 15 co l l e g e s and 



u n i v e r s i t i e s attended ROTC summer camp from 20 June 1948 t o 31 J u l y 

1948. These students were t r a i n e d i n the f o l l o w i n g branches o f s e r v i c e : 

I n f a n t r y 240 

Cavalry 132 

Corps M i l i t a r y P o lice 55 

The 36th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n and the 49th Armored D i v i s i o n w i t h attached 

u n i t s o f the Texas N a t i o n a l Guard t r a i n e d a t Camp Hood d u r i n g summer 

camp, 15 August t o 29 August 1948. There were approximately 769 o f f i c e r s 

and 7700 e n l i s t e d men i n these u n i t s . Personnel of the organized reserve 

t r a i n e d at Camp Hood from 30 May t o 11 September 1943 f o r periods o f two 

weeks w i t h from 50 t o 160 o f f i c e r s and up t o 43 e n l i s t e d men per p e r i o d . 

The 13th Armored D i v i s i o n of the Organized Reserve located i n C a l i f o r n i a 

also t r a i n e d at Camp Hood w i t h the 49th Armored D i v i s i o n o f the Texas 

National Guard. 

The 2d Armored Divison i n i t ' s i n i t i a l phases o f expanding f o r the 

enlarged peacetime army reorganized the 12th A.I.B., 14th Armored FA Bn 

and the 67th Medium Tank Bn from zero t o T/0 § E s t r e n g t h on 11 October • 

48. The f o l l o w i n g u n i t s attached t o the 2d Armored D i v i s i o n were i n a c t i 

vated from zero s t r e n g t h e f f e c t i v e 27 December 1948: 

409'and 427th AAA - s i t B a t t e r y 

60th Engr s i t MN Co 

274th AFA Bn 

7th FA Bat t e r y (Mtx) (240 mm Hdw, SP) 

74th Order of B a t t l e Team 

191st Photo I n t e r p r e t e r Team 

The c i v i l i a n s t r e n g t h at Camp Hood f o r 1948 increased g r a d u a l l y 

from j u s t over 800 employees on 1 January t o approximately 1000 employees 



by the 1st of J u l y . Most of t h i s increase was f o r the Post Engineer i n the 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and renovation o f b u i l d i n g s and f a c i l i t i e s . Also t h e r e was an 

increase of approximately 200 p o s i t i o n s i n the Post Laundry as the Laundry 

was given the a d d i t i o n a l workload of p r o v i d i n g laundry s e r v i c e f o r v a r i o u s 

A i r Corps i n s t a l l a t i o n s i n the surrounding area. By the end o f 1948 the 

c i v i l i a n s t r e n g t h a t Camp Hood had increased t o approximately 1400 p o s i t i o n s . 

The end of the year 1948 found Camp Hood preparing t o accomodate t h e 

expanding 2d Armored D i v i s i o n a n t i c i p a t i n g the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f some 50 

companies from zero s t r e n g t h during the month o f January 1949.. 
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