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This article is largely based on recent reports
concerning the use of tank destroyers in the field,
and the principles it presents are those now
being taught af the Command and General Staff
School. However, the reader is reminded thal
the methods of employing tank destroyers may
be changed in the future to econform to any
changes in tactics and employment of armor in
the various theaters of wer—THE AUTHOR.

HE INFANTRY division commander has had no
! primary antitank gun means available to him

for divisional use since the field artillery anti- .

tank batteries and platoons were eliminated from the
division. Although antitank platoons and companies
are organically contained within the infantry bat-
talions and regiments, their primary mission is anti-
mechanized protection of the subordinate organiza-
tions of which they are a part.

It is planned, as.deemed necessary by the situation, -

to make available to the division commander for
- divisional use additional antitank means by attach-
ing a tank destroyer battalion.
. Security against mechanized attack must be con-
sidered from two viewpoints:
-@¢. The protection of the troops and their installa-
tions.
b The protection of the command or area as a
whole.

Local antiméchanized security for troops is pro-
vided through means organically contained in lower
units, such 23 the regiment and battalion:

Some of the more important means contained in
regiments and lower units at present are 57-mm anti-
tank guns, rocket launchers, and ant;tank rifle
grenades.

The protection of the command as a2 whole must be

. accomplished through the employment of organic or

acquired antitank units at the disposal of the higher

commander; for instance, the division commander.

The result of the lack of organic antitank gun
‘means available to the division commander has forced
the emergency use of at least a portion of the or-
ganic field artillery for the additional antitank se-
- curity of the division, when mechanized attack
threatened.

This practlce of diverting ﬁeld artillery from its

- normal mission of rendering close fire- support to

the infantry was particularly undesirable. It serious-:

Iy endangered the suecessful accomplishment of the

divisional mission.

: Thé need of addltlonal and heavler anmtank gun
. ',means mt'tun the mfantry dxvxslon has been' felt for

some time. This need apparently hasbeen for an anti-
tank gun unit, of sufficient size, immediately available
to the division commander for antimechanized securi-
ty of the diviston flanks and rear—and withk which to
reinforce or extend subordinate means as found
necessary.

MissioN

The primary mission of all tank destrover units
is the destruction of hostile tanks. They have been
especially designed for offensive fire action against
hostile armored forces. )

It is believed that a TD battalion, when attached to
an infantry division, should have the specific mission
of protecting the division flanks and rear against
hostile armored attack; of reinforcing or extending -
the organic regimental and baﬁ:ahon antitank gun
defense; and, if and when attacked by hostile artnor,
of repelling it or delaying it for the necessary time t6.
permit’ the employment of massed tank destroyer
units under control of corps or army.

Since we now have the towed tank destroyer bat-
talions, it is believed they are better suited for at-
tachnient to an mfantry division because they present
a gmaller target and are easier to concea} m,advanced
positions.

CHARACTERISTICS.

The principal charaecteristics of {ank destroyers
are their mobility and armor-piercing firepower.

Although self-propelled tank destroyers are en-
dowed with strong defensive capacity against small-
arms fire and bomb and shell fragmentation, our
towed units, having little or no armor protection,
are quite vulnerable but are more easily eoncealed.

The towed TD units are. amply equipped with
communication means, prineipally radio, giving them
the eapability of considerable flexibility of action and
control.

They are not equipped or organized to combat
ground forces other than armor. They are particular-
Iy vulnerable to close hostile infantry action in any
force, artillery fire, and especially i:ombined infan-
try-artillery action. They must be supported by one
or more of the other arms, particularly infantry and
engineers, during the execution of any mission

‘against hostile elements involving ground troops—

other than tanks

ORGANIZATION

‘I‘he battalion is the basm tank destroyer tactical
organization.

The towed batta]ion‘ iy organized as shown in Fig-
ure 1. It is organized smu]arly to thie self-propelled

- battalion in that it hasa headquarters and headquar-
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ters compsany, three TD companies, and a medical
gection. However, it does not contain a reconnais-
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sance company—having, instead, two reconnaissance
platoons contained in the Hq Company.

The 3-inch gun M-5, mounted on the 3-inch gun
carriage M-8, is the tank destroyer or principal
~ wenpon with which the towed battalion is equipped.
This gun is essentially a field artillery piece having

the mechanical characteristies, and permitting the .

ballistic features, desired in a weapon for use against
tanks. It is a flat trajectory gun firing an armor-
~ piercing projectile which weighs from 14.91 to 26.56
pounds. High explosive projectiles may also be fired
from this gun. Although ifs prolonged rate of fire is
five rounds per minute, short bursts of from fifteen
to twenty rounds per minute may be fired from it.

The M-6 gun carriage is of the split rail type. Its
traversing mechanism is of the pintle type, permit-
ting 4 traverse of forty-five degrees. X

The gun has a maximum elevation of thirty-one
degrees and depression of five degrees. At its maxi-
mum élevation, using high explosive shells—-M42—~
a range of 14,800 yards may be attained.

" The prime nmiover, that is, the motor vehicle which
tfows the gun, is the Hali-Track Personnel Carrier
M-3. Thig vehicle fulIy loaded weighs about eight and
a half tons,

The towed tank destroyer company contains, in
addition to a company headquarters, three gun pla-
. toons. Each plateon, commanded by a lieutenant,

contains four guns—each manned by ten Tnen, and a
security section of ten men. With a platoon sergeant,
"this makes a total of one officer and fifty-one enlisted
men to each gun platoon. Each gun company having
-three platoons, has twelve guns, making a total of

th:rty~51x for the battalion.

This organization compares favorab]y with the

self-propelled battalion which has thirty-six self-
propelled 3-inch guns. -

L. . EMPLOYMENT
Geneml —.TIt is the plan that tank destroyers, gen-
eraily; be employed in mass and in superior number,
80 as promptly and quickly to present to any hostile
_ tank force a.ttacked an nverwhelrmng mass of highly

mobile destructive fire power whlch has, and is cap-
able of retaining, the initiative.

Normally, tank destroyers, as‘such, should not be % :
employed in less strength than the battalion. Ex- 3

perience has taught that employment in less strength
than the battalion seldom produces the desired results
and Trequently fails.

When operating under the comirel of a hlgher

echelon of command, as corps or army, the tank de- '

stroyers should be held concenfrated in mobile re-

serve well to the rear prepared to move and strike .

in any direction. In planning for mass employment,
consideration should be given to the use of a pivot
of maneuver or holding force of sufficient minimum
strength, while utilizing the bulk of the TD’s for the

- main attack by fire-from initial positions on a flank.

That is, by use of the holding attack and envelopment, '}
or double envelopment, and amply supported by other =
combat elements, seek to isolate and destroy the hos-
tile tanks.

It is believed that towed tank destroyers have a ]

definite place in the employment en masse, Probshly ]

the most desirable proportion of towed destroyers
to self-propelled, in planning for mass emplacement
would be from one-third to one-half.

This propertion would permit the use of towed
units for any delay planned, that is, amply supported
by infantry and engineers, as the holding force of
any TD mass _counteractién. The towed destroyers
are believed to be better suited for.this purpose of
blocking the head of a hostile fank attack than the
seli-propelled destroyers—being easier 1o conceal §
and better adapted to holding to and executing anti-- = 4
tank fire from initial positions. i

It is fundamental that tank destroyers occupy
ground of their cwn choice if at all practicable. This
should be done in advance of the arrival of hostile

tanks, so as to permit the -establishment of positions %

in ambush—in order to effect the maximum in sur-

prise, security, and prompt fire superiority. It is most ~j

essantial that towed units operate in this manner

when ‘possible, as they do not have the tactical mo- -4

bility inherent in the self-propelied destroyers.
Consideration should be ‘given to the following

. When planning for the employmént of a towed tank 3
destroyer unit which has been attached to a division: .- E

a. Disposition of the organic antitank guns and -

their probahble need of immediate reinforcement.

b, The presence, location, and attitude of hostile - 1

armor and fhe imminence of its employment.
¢. The routes and areas favorable for tank ap- Jj
proach, with particular regard to the flanks and = j
rear. N
d. The tank destroyer assistance available in the = 4§
higher echelon, in the event of a serious hostile tank 4
attack. .

Regarding the first of the above considerations, it
must be kept in mind that 1_:he mission-of the organic
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guns is the local or immediate antimechanized pro-

tection of the various subordinate units of which -

they are a part. Where necessary these dispositions
should be coordinated by division.

. In the infantry division,” when properly coordi-
nated, the organic 57-mm antitank guns will be the
miniroum sufficient to provide the necessary delay
to permit the commitment of attached tank destroy-
ers in mass, in most sifuations. However, when the
seriousness of the situation dictates and the terrain
permits, a portion of the atiached towed tank de-
stroyers——usually not to exceed one company—may
be assigned by plataon or section (two gums) to the
controel of subordinate regimental commanders with
which to reinforce their organic guns.

Concerning the second item, it must be remem-
bered that protection of the division as a whole is the

_general mission of an attached tank destroyer hat-

talion. In the majority of instances, the situation
initially will undoubfedly be vague. Under such con-
ditions, the principle of employment should be ob-
served, when practicable, where only a minimum of
destroyers-—usually not in excess of one company-—
are committed to position initially to cover the most
likely avenues of approach. The bulk of the destroy-
ers are held in mobile reserve prepared to meet and
repel hostile tank approach from any direction. We

" cannot be strong everywhere; and in-attacking us,

the enemy’s armor holds the initiative until such time
as he manifests his intentions.

On the other hand, should the threat of a tank at-
tack be imminent and its probable direction reason-
ably well estimated, a majority or all of the attached
tank destroyers may be committed initially in the
likely direction. All elements, however, shounld be
prepared for prompt and rapid displacement to other
positions or localities.

Information concermng favorable routes and

" areas for tank approach must be- -promptly acquired

from available maps and by actual ground recon-

nzissance, as. well as from any other available -«

sources. Such information will facilitate the .early
preparation of routes and positions for movement
and occupancy of the destroyers.

RECONNAISSANCE

Prior to any mass employment, time permitting,
a thorough organized reconnaissance by organic tank
destroyer reconnaissance elements should be made

. covering routes; position areas, likely avenues of
" Thostile tank approach, obstacle gites, friendly digpo-

gitions, and information of hostile elements.
"At the'same time, command reconnaissance must

be executed Partxcularly in the defensive situation, .
. it should result in either the prompt occupation of
“gelected poszt:ons or positions in readiness, or the
-'preparation. and- org'amzatmn of firing positions—
' mcludmg routes af approach ang egress—for prompt
oceupation. i the event of atank attack.

I is imimrtant that the division and tank destroy-. ;

er commander be informed as to the strength and the
plans for employment of tank destroyers available
with the higher echelon. Should the higher echelon
be without additional tank destroyer means, or

should the destroyer units be at such a distance as to .

preclude their timely assistance and employment in
the event of a serious tank attack, the maximum re-
serve must be held available for mass use.

ToweD TANK DESTEOYER BATTALION WITH AN

INFANTRY DIvISION MARCHING o
The infantry division, during a march prlor to-

contact or when contact is imminent, is quite vulner-
able to the action of hostile fanks. If will usualiy
move in either two or three columns with reg'lmental

- combat team organization.

Security elements are strongly reinforeed with or-
ganic antitank-gun means..

An attached towed TD battalion normally should
be marched in a central location, under division con--
trol, prepared to meet and-repel hostile tank ap-
proach from any direction—particularly from the
flanks. When the division is marching on three
routes, it might well be located on the central route.
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When movement-is made over only two routes, it may
march -between the two combat teams, and on the .
route nearest to the more vulnerable flank (Figure
. 2).However, when the terrain prevents lateral move- -
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ment between elements of the division, consideration

‘must be given to attaching a portion of the TD bat-

. talion to each ecolumn.

When the divigion is moving as an interior one of
a larger force, the TD battalion may be marched
between the advance gusrd and main body. In such
a situation, depending on the capability of the vari-
. ous columns to. render mutual support, the battalion
may be moved on one route or distributed by com-
- panies—at least one company to each eolumn.

When the division is operating independently, a
portion of the TD battalion may be assigned to se-
curity elements, usually a flank guard. Should the
situation dictate, the battalion—with infantry and
engineer support—may be moved ahead of the divi-

sion or well off to a flank in order to intercept hostile

tanks—permitting the division to contmue with its
mission.

JNFANTRY DIVISION IN THE OFFENSIVE

During the offensive the towed TD battalion should
be located initially far enough forward to be able
quickly to meet and repel any hostile mechanized
counterattack. It must not only be ready {o employ
its guns in mass to repel 2 mechanized counterattack
against our forward elements, but must be prepared
to repel one on either flank—with particular atten-
tion to an exposed flank and the flanks of the main
effort.

The battalion should be so lecated in ﬁlobile re-

gerve as to Ffacilitate its use of the available road
net, or routes of approach, and communication fa-

1;
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. cilities to the division ecommand post (Figure 3).
'W_hén practicable, t_he battalion should be so located

as to be in a position to render prompt assistance to
the main effort. :

A minimum portion of the TD’s, probably not in
excess of one company, may be employed in positions,
or positions in readiness, covering the most likely
avenues of approach for hostile tanks should they
be used to counterattack. TD’s so used would move .
forward by bounds following the progress of attack-
ing elements. _

The funciioning of TP reconnaissance must be
aggressively sustained. Command reconnaissance

- must be aggressively, thoroughly, and prompily exe-

cuted—particularly with regard to newly uncovered
terrain.

The corganic artillery situation should be followed
clogely and plans coordinated for the prompt employ-
ment of TD platoons and companies as additional
artillery should the situation permit.

In order to facilitate the prompt and eﬂ‘icxent erm-
ployment of elements of the TD hattalion as rein-
foreing arfillery, early liaison contact with'the divi-
gion artillery is desirable. This would not only permit
current knowledge of the artillery situation; but
should result in the timely availability of survey
data as accumulated within the artillery, and prior
consideration of the matter of additional ammunition
supply for the TD’s. In the event of their use as artjl-
lery, the additional ammunition neeessary must be
made available to them, as organic TD ammunition
loads should be left intact for use on their prlmary

mission of destroying enemy tanks.

The use of tank destroyer elements for artillery-
migsions presupposes that they are prepared so to
function as a result of previocus training. Provision
for such training is covered in AGF Letter 353/2233
{6 Nov 43) GNGCT, subject: “Employment of Tanks

‘and Tank Destroyers as Artillery.”

INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE DEFENSIVE

A_ towed tank destroyer battalion with an infantry”
division in the defensive situation should initially be

held in mobile reserve centrally located in conceal- . .

ment, if practicable, out of effective range of hostile
light artillery. It should be so located as to be pre-
pared to make full use of the existing road net and
within minimum distance to the command post of
the unit to which atfached.

A minimum of the TIVs, usually not in exeess of
one company, should be committed promptly to cover
the most likely avenues of approach for hostile tanks
with particular attention to flanks and rear. The
bulk of the TI'’s in mobile reserve must be prepared
promptly to move to intercept and repel mechanized
approach from any direction (Figure 4).

A portion of -the TD’s, should the situation make
it desirable, may be attached by platoon or section
{two guns) to subordinate infantry regiments to re-
inforce the organie antitank guns. In such an event,
the attached TD platoons or sections should be lo-
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cated within infantry battalion defense areas as
shown in Figure 4.

When sufficient information concerning the ene-
my’s armor is available and it can be reasonably
determined where his tanks will probably strike, all
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FIGURE 4. .
or the bulk of the TD’s may be commitied initially
but must be prepared for prompt displacement to
ather positions or areas.

Employment of organic reconnaissance musi be -

continucus. Command reconnaissance should be exe-
cuted promptly and thoroughly, so
as to permit early selection and .
preparation of positions.

Plans should be promptly pre-
pared for use of the TD’s. There
should be a plan for each estimated

" . .capability on the part of hostil

armor. -

TOWED TD BATTALION WITH AN
ARMORED DIVISION

When the threat of hostile armor
is present, it is desirable that the
armored division have two TD.bat-
talions attached to it—one of which
may be a towed battalion.

' For purposes of secrecy, the ar-
mored division will often move un-
der cover of darkness from its
location in the rear fo a forward °
assembly area—ito be followed by
its offensive employment. The anti-
mechanized seeurity. for such an
assembly area might well be pro-
vided for by movement of the towed
 battalion with infantry and engi-

neer suppert in advance of the di-

vision, so as to permit the towed
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TD’s to oecupy positions beyond the
,assembly area (Figure5).

Although positions may be selected and occcupied
as the result of a map study, the movement ard de-
ployment of the TI¥s and their attached armored
infantry and engineer support should be preceded-—
if practicable—by a daylight reconnaissance for
routes and positions. It should be planned fo block
quickly the most suitable avenues of approach for
enemy armor, using a portion of the TD’s to be sup-
ported by elements from the atfached infantry and
engineers ; the remainder of the battalion to be held
centrally located under cover, prepared for mass use
in the event of hostile mechanized approach prior to
or after dsylight. Such a plan would provide for
covering the assembly area and preparation of the
division for further movement or offensive action
against premature attack or harassment by hostile"
armor. ' :

During offensive action, the towed battalion may
be used to cover a vulnerable flank against hostile
armored interruption. Its companies must be quickly
available to reinforce and extend the organic anti-
tank-gun defense of the armored infantry. This AT-
gun defense must be promptly established as each ob-
Jjective is taken, in order to secure the uninterrupted
rally and reorganization of friendly tanks in prepa-
ration for the continuance of. the attack, .

Where Combat Commands are employed at some
considerable distance from each other, either on a
march or in an attack, a towed TD company might

" well be attached to one or both CC’s.
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When one Combat Command is sent on a fairly
‘wwide envelopment, at least one company of either.
" towed or self-propelled TD’s should be attached. It
may well be employed as part of the base of fire to
aggist and cover the movement or maneuver of the
tanks or to assist in covering by fire action the safe
withdrawal of our tanks in the event of a reverse.

In all of the above instances, the self-propelied
TD battalion would be available as a mobile reserve
to be employed in mags against a serfous hostile coun-
terattack invelving armor.

SUMMARY
1. The towed tank destroyer bhatfalion is well

gtiited for attachment to divisions as additional anti-

tank-gun mesans.

2, Attached to an infantry division, it has the mis-
sion. of protecting the division flanks and rear, re-
" inforcing or extending organic regimental and bat-

talion antitenk gun defense, and repelling or delay-
ing attacking hostile armor for the time necessary
to permit employment of massed TD’s under control
of corps or army.
8, Towed tank destroyers are partmular]y vulner-
able to hostile infantry and artillery action. They
_must therefore be supported in turn by ample friend-
1y infantry and engineers.
4. Tt is fundamental that all TI’s occupy ground
of their ‘own choice.
5. When practicable, posrtlons should be occupxed

in advance of the arrival of hostile tanks, s0 as to

effect the maximum in surprise, security, and prompt
fire superiority. ) '

6. TD reconnaissance must be continuous, cover-
ing routes, position areas, avenues of approach, ob-

‘stacle sites, friendly dispositions, and information

concerning hostile elements.

7. When employed with a division, unless most
definite information concerning hostile armor is
available, the prineiple of employment should be ob-

served where only a minimum of TD elements are .

committed to positions initially while the bulk.are

held in mobile reserve prepared to meet and repel-

hostiIe mechanized approach from any direction.

. Tt is desirable that an armored division have
two TD battalions attached to it, one of whlch may
be towed.

9. During offensive armiored action, towed TD
elements must be available to reinforce promptly or-
ganic antitank gun means of the armored infantry,
while any additional self-propelled battalion is gen-

. erally held available for maneuver against an actua_l

mechanized counterattack.

10. Prior training for exeeution of artillery mis-
sions must be accomplished, if TD’s are to be em-
ployed as reinforcing artillery. As previously stated,
provision for such training is covered in AGF Letter
353/2233 (6 Nov 43) GNGCT, subject: “Employ-
ment of Tanks and Tank Destroyers as Artillery.”




