L/&'* !
i AP e B e D R :
fr:‘: d ,‘) !‘I. ta - (ﬁ#" ;ﬁﬂf‘}' A
' - ’

S e SAAe, o T T
e ] v, *

ginee the activitics of the 20th Infantry Division hac been cleared
for publication up to the 23 October 1044, the campalgns in which thls
Battalion has participated may mov be monticoned and 1ts many successful
actions may now he related.
The 822rd Tank Destrover Pattaliron was one of the first Rattalions
to land in Normandy and immediately went inte acticn In support of the
30th Division, going intc owr secondory rcle as artiliery. In the vic=
inity of Isigny on D=plus 18, we fired our first round with our destroy-
ers into Gorman held territory. June 26th we were relieved from the 30th
Division and attached to the 29th Divisicn giving close support in the
drive for Villers Fossard. We rejcined the 30th Division on July 3rd
and prepared for the crossing of the Vire River, Activily wa-, rough-
ly speaking, in the Garentsn~Isigny sechtor with mostly loczl hedgercw
fighting until July 7th when we made the now Tamous crossing of the Vire
et Taute Canal, that had been no-mans land for about “wo weeks. In the
counter=gttacks that followed this crossing owr men earned Corbat Infantry
Badges, Two days lster B Company capturcd our first German prisoner, a.na
the Mirst Reconnaissance Platoon knocked out our first German Tark.
During successive days we supported attacks anc helped repulse counter-
attacks on small but importsut villages that saw some of the bitterest
Pighting in the Normendy Campaign, such as St, Jean de Duye, Hts Venis,
Pont Herbert. Here the Germans made their strongest attempt since D=
Day to push us back tc the sea. The followling dey s=2w the Bettalion
in acticn in support of the operations that . led to the capture o1 iAaey PR
Lo the maln anchor of the German YNormandy positicn,

On the 25th July the St, To break-thru commenced, The heaviest
air bombardment of the war followed by a furiocus artillery barrage,
followed up by an Infantry attock, that cpened the gop which General
Petton's armer poured through for the historic sweep acress Britlany,
We moved on through S8t, Giles, St. Romphaire up against Tersy sur Vire,
£t this time the Iuftwafle started doing the henors each nighte-bed
check Charlic made his schedule c¢all around 2245, He wsg always on time
and followed by bombers~-overybedy lesrned in reccerd time %o FiX good
ccvered foxholes, Once during this pericd, when Jerry planes had
dropped flares and were groaning overhead, one of our A Company men
was, overheard saying this prayer "Dear Lord if you are gcing tc do any-
thing, do it now and do it on the double, but don't ccme dovm here,
cause you'lll give away my position',

On August 6th we moved to positions around $t, Barthelmy and lortaln
after a forty-five mile road march from our old location, Things begln
popping soon after--the Germans had a do or die order from Adolf Hitler
to meke a bresk-thru to the sea near Avranches which would have cut the
Unjted States Forees in two, isolating the Third Army in Brittany and
leaving the First Army cut-off in Normerdy. The enemy decided To use
his four best Panzer Divisions to moke his main effort in ouwr sector at
Yortuin and St, Berthelmy, but this turned cut tco be poor judgement for

~ the German Gereral Steff for the Divizion wong o6u ogth anfl naty,



One of our Infantry Battalicns, ineluding men of our unit, was lost--cut off
and surrounded con an imnortant hill for five deys, but they never gave

up, After some of the busieat deys we had ever seen, we resmped the re-
ward of a job well dcne, received commendations from hicher Headquarters
and the confidence and respect of the doughboy, whose life had been

saved time and time acain by ovr accurate fire on enemy tanka and Infan-
trr., This bettle will never be foreotten by this Bettalion., Ve steyed
right with the doushboys, and never gave a foot of ground, fousht off
savage SS German Infentry with machine guns, rifles and hend grenades

who had nenetrated within a few feet of olr destrovers, Ve blocked the

two mein roads leading the Avranches and allowed no Cermen armor to get
throvgh, Ve are proud of our worlk in thig battie, here we set a new

Armvy record for enemy tanks destroyed in onie day, and also for the nume-
ber of enemy vehicles destrecyed in one dev, After the German “ithdrew,
this French Rcttlefield was beautifully cluttered with German junk in-
cluding tanks, self-propelled guns, trucks, motorcyveles, bicycles, enti=-
tank suns, and super-men. Ancther road m:rch hrousht us to Domfrent

where agein resistances wrs encountered, the Germans trvine fiercely to
prevent the closing of the Falaise Gan, Finellv thoush, crntact was made
with adiacent friendly troons end the 30th was whicked 172 miles to “re-
zolle=, vie Alencen and lortasne, Frem then on the advence was fairly
ranid end anr enemy attemnt to stop our troons mss guickly taken care of
by our well hallanced task force. Verneuil, Nenacourt, Evereuw, Facey,
Touviers, and Msery vere names vell recmemhered from the next operation,
The Command Fost CGroup will well rememhercthen little town.of Iisery. -e
thcught the tewn had been liherated but it required a tro hour fight with
help froem the First Recon Platoon and elements of R Crmrany to make it
safe for a Heedquarters, Cooks, Clerks, mechenics, cnd evervhoGy caociurcd
nrizoners end our own graond tetal of surer-men omcunted to sixty-five nlus
ten killed, On August 27th the Battalicn crossed the Seine River near
Mantes going into nosition around Jimay and other nlaces in the Seine
River Vellev. Then northesst to Pontoise, and so e missed poing through
Paris, we were close enough to see the Eiffecl Tover and some rarts of
the City, After a short stay the Battalion startcd on its swift race to
the Relg”um horder passing through Roye, Peronne, Cambrai, Valenciennes,
and St. Amend. Elements of our unit were among the first allied soldiers
to erogs the horder into Pelgium and the enthusiastic welcome of the
ponpulstion lining the roads and streets will ncver be forgotten by any-

one vho narticipatrd in this trin, whon we out-blitzed the Nezi Blitz-
krieg covering 180 miles in 72 hours,

Our firset dav in Peleium was enother one of excitement for the

Command Post Group. Two of our steff officers were sent out to find
a plzce for our Hesdquarters. They found a very nice Shatcau arcund
St. Pzur with 2djoining woods for vchicles, but the woods heppended to

be filled with Germens who also wanted it for an assemhly arca., YHith

the heln of g nearby artillery “etterv the woods were finelly clraned
“ficer, 16 wound-

ovt and the finsl count was €1 rri-cners includine one ©
ed, and a dozen more including one officer killed. Ue }-d & very en-
jovable stav here 2nd vwill never forget the fine hosnitality to us

by the Telgians.
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From Tournai and St, Mevux.we.continued our march through Belgium passing
$he o0ld famous battlc”ield of Waterloo and by the 10th of September we
were near Tengres ih sgight of the mighty Fortress Eben Emeal, that fell

to us.three days later. This operation brought us to where the three land
corpers Belgium, Holland, and France meet, On September 13th we crossed
the lNeuse River and Albert Caral into Holland and soon after fired our
firét rounds into Germany. On September 17th troops of the 2nd Recon and
B. Campany were the first members of this orgenization as a unit, to cross
the German border, On Octcher 12th the Rattslion entered the Sicgfried
Iina near Rimburg where we destrcyed many pillboxes and helped beat back
savage enemy armor counter-attacks knockling out 20 tanks in two days, OSp
far this unit has destroyed over half a hundred tanks, many armored cers,
antietank guns, and other enemy vehicles, and has captured over 3/4 of its
strangth in German prisoners. In the days that followed, the 27th Dive
ision closed the Aachen Gap from the north joining the First Divisicn
coming up from the south, equaling the fine performance the 30th made in
the last war, when it plerced the Hindenperg Line.

“ Ginee that date the Battalion has played a most active role, 1n
supporting the famous 30th, in its drive to the Roer River and famous
towps and villages, which were once the pride of the German inhabitants,
are now nothing but charred ruins and vesterday's memories of hard
‘bitycr fighting, Hongen, Langendorf, Pattern, and many other villages,
will loqg be remembered as milesstones to the very heari of Germany.

_ T4 gan always be said that as a supporting TD unit to a famous Infe
antry Diwision, we all, as individuals, are proud to have talren suen an’
active part /n the crushing defeat of the Third Reich,



