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Day, Latter July and early August were voted Lo pro-
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ROAD TOBATTLE
7 — 15 August 1pH

The battalion, minus Cmay.mn,\- and part  of B

Com‘Panr. landed on UTAH BEACH near 8T. GERMAIN

DE VARREVILLE at 220 hours on the Tth. The remain-

der of the organization landed at 1235 hours the same

day on OMAHA BEACH near 8T, LAURENT -SUR-MER,

Assembling at LAHAYE-DU-PUITS. o 9 mile night

march was made thmugh an enemy air attnch at

AYRANCHES 1o 8T, ELLIERS DU MAINE as part of
the Oth TD Group. of the XV < l
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would erentually cloge the sonther cacape routes of the
Seventh German Army By August 14th the wmt had cloxed
in a few miles south of enemy beld ARGENTAN.

ARGENTAN-FALAISE GAP

UNIT CITATION q

18 — 22 August 104
Here inat’s intial baptism of e, all elemeuts of the
battalion, meluding Headquarters Company, held o thin
line of defense until the srrival of the 90th and the &0th
Ihivisions, the B on the follow ing day. Assigned to (he
Y Corps.'))mrl of the FIRST ARMY. and in suppmt of
the 90th Diviwon, the battallon fought day and night to
cut 1hrou?'h and seal off the Igat cemmning escape vatea
between LE BOURG ST. LEONARD and CHAMBOIN,
During this lmnod and in the inidst of such batile con-
fusion, against overwhelming odds and many  times
suirounded, the battalion held and attacked relontlesals
until the shattercd remnants of the German Soventh
Army had surrendeied  Ax a result of the courngecus
determinatton and conspicuous heroigm wo oftendisplay e
by each member, the 7ol ANK  DESTROYER
. ) BATTALION was nwarded the PRESIDENTIAL UNT
F Lua'wzg.f'- L, CITATION. The altivial toll tahen by the battalion was 41
0 2 .& enemv tanks, 2 other vebicles of varions types amd many
Jues artiliery pieces destroyed. Hundreds of enemy personnel

were hlled or captured,

ONTO PARIS
2 August —~ 0 September 13944

He-assigned to the XV Coips, TIHIRD ARMY. the
battalion mosed from LE BOURG ST, LEONARD
eastwards to BREVAL There B Company took up gun
pasatinns, re-inforeing the 813th T1x 1n .-mwmrt of the
@th Ihvizion’s bridisehead over the SEINE RIVER, north
aof PARIS at MANTES-GAS-SICOURT. Heconnais~ante
Company reconnotered roates and gun postfions thereugh
out the Lud{:nhmul aren. Twao dayvs later, on the 2ih of
Angust, the bhattalion was relies ed and aterted for further
morvement PARLS fell and the battalion mos ed South amd
Enst to BERMNAY-EX-BRIF in preparations for operations
to the Enst During this penod the joxs of newly libeiated
PARIS were »hared by every one.” On the move agam
n-gnn_u_nu the  Th Iivesion  at THONNANCE-LLES-

JOENVILLE on the 10th of September,

CHARMES —THEMOSELLE—PORETDEPARROY
10 September — 13 Qutaber 1044

The with Diviaton wath the barttalion m ppoit e
oo company with each of the three Conmbat Teams 313,
At andd Hla deove castwands to the MOSELLE RIVER
Though the fightinge prosod batter the dove gathenml
momentum passing throwgh CHATENOR OELLVILLL.
PUZIEUN and POUSSAY. wilh the gaal, CHARMES.
falling on the 12th of September. On the 18th afb elemoents
had made thear ticst crossing of the MOSELLE and by the
Zied - of September the TINs were  numbling  1nte
LUNEVILLE the one tme capmtal of LORRAINE, nmud
heavy avtillers banages and 20 <heet bighting On the

=K ) ] . e Wtk the XV Corps pasecd to the cammand of the
B (=2 AR . 5 4 B SEVENTIL ARMY aied waxgiven the unsgion of ddeating
s 4 ’//, s, = /AR . 2 the FORET DE PARROY. sceue of Hitlors World Mar |
/ / g - ! . ! syl » - b service. The Gernans laced the tree togs wath ovtreneh
: . ” e T ... ! heasy nrtillers skturations in ayain eftort $o hold haek the

ith Diveston Awninst a funatie enems deternnngtion, e
Infontrs and the ‘T s mehed forward thiowgeh the dense
. R wnder-mowth and wonds until an the h of October, all 30
oy 2\, . atd sles of the forest-land hadbeew deared of the rnems
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s » METZ — MOSELLE
/{/jﬂkk\’fﬂ// N\ "; 16 October — 1% November 194
ERAE LI/ L AR Aftes a few duas in Corps vosetve the battalion wax
R | A A s : ie-assigned o the THIRD ARMY and moved vorth 1o
H JARNY. O the 25th ahe amit was attached to the W\
Corps e atteched to the 8th Division and reciossed the
MOSELLE RINDR =outh of METZ. amd thoh over
defensdy e poxitions near the small tovy of ARRY On the
Srd of Novewbere and now with the Dth Divislon again,
the battallon supported their croszige of the MOSELLLE
withandivect five from the vidinty of BOUST, On the ihh
the st infanby elements tnde . asspull crosang o op
the flood-swaollen 1ver, With several attempted hiidices
bheing washed away. Terry s wore rgged and twe of (0
(‘mnlmn_\"a M0 # sutcossfully feried over Just in e to
r(‘!»u S 4 atrong counter atiach  near PETITE-
HETTANGE Under theforndable juns ofthe MAGINOT
LINE FORTS the battabon once moie aossed  1he
MOSELLE, Overcoming al resistance the batthe i ed
South around METZ to meet the 5th Divisaon completing
the encrdement aud the aubsequent smewder of the
saryson thewe, GENERAL PATTON descibed this per of
the bth gs the "GREANTEST MILULPARY ACITIEVEMIPNT
O THE WAR®
SAARRIVER CROSSING — DILLINGEN
20 November 1 —~ 6 January 1843
Sullin suann af the $h the battalion taruet st sl
Ly the 30th af November all enemn were deared Trom the
divimon sone wost of the SAAR RIVER Besaond this water
banrien oy the thichest podian olihe s aunted SIEGFRIED
1. the SAARBURG SWITCH After  anolher
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stecessiitl assnult boat crossaing by the lnfantey candin the
fave of thousands of utillery toands tllaug on the fore
site dalhy, the hattalion crossed. From il boy to mll hox
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. K 2 AME gt Y 3 . ’“"5? , ARDENNES nnd the threat fom the Noeth in the
0 S - b : . @ N it R 3 X e f/:,’,;, } MOSELLE andl SAAR Fusngle,
) 2 D - ‘ . - : : . - %
o B X : = Ml

Ve K
Mordgix o LUXEMBOURG — ARDENNES
\\‘}‘I"if‘\“ 1y S # — 2 Janwary 1HG
il Q‘\‘!& N To help stem the surge of Von Runstedt'scaek Panzes
C % wnmdes, the battalion moved north to the anow-hinstc 1
mountumons countiy of LUNEMBOURG On the 1y
lounched o full seple attack agast the 1enain protected
\ \\“‘\\ ’ A A . C ~otth lank of 11110 om-m,v]hu[lm- l-rull of lii:\?’l‘(){i:\h. (;mlm
Jadec : - o St I8 ) ' AR * > y . ; wore mensueed inosieow dnfte as the unit fought on to the
qha%e\“ﬁ ; ? = X : \ : 3 M . b = : CoE decisive stond at OBERWAMPACH onthe 17th of Jaunana.
ST\ 3 % ) . \ k During the savage counter attache that foitowed, rhe
battalion tolal of enemy tanks knoched out, roze 1o R,
matking  the dul ae the FIRST AMERICAN TANK
DESTROY ER BATTALLION to exceed the Conturvy mai k.
On the 26th of January and new with the VI Carpe, they
il‘]ll.\lh‘(‘d the OUR RIVER und agzain faced the SIEGFRIED

SIEGFRIED LINE — RHINE
30 Januwary o~ 22 March (M43
O the 0th the Division crossed the stoutly defeaded
OUR RIVLER in thefiimd cold of deadw inter nnd crimmbling
the muze of pillhoses asitmoy ed through WINTERSPE]LT
il.\}!SC}II-‘.I‘I) = BRANDSCHEID and LITENBORN.TASK
FORCE SPIESS wos formed on the 21t to protect the
Diasion ngght tlank on the dmve Sopth, Sisteen German
towns fell to the TF i four day< ol ichting With Muel,
i vame the spring eaindg and thikh msh. a~ the hvison
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attacked acrass the KYLLRIVER tothe MOSELLE. Agnin
u 90th assault crossing of the MOSELLE and oo the 14-30h

of March, the $th Avmored and TTSPTESS raced through,
ralling the enemyup alongthe REEINEbetw eon BOPPARD
and \fA].\'Z.
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GERMANY — CZECHOSLOVAKIJA
Z3 Mmch — D Max 105
On the Z324th the RHINE w ns ¢ rogsed at OPPENTIEIN
and the attach  on FRANKFURT Legan TF SPIESS
vaptured  DARMSTADT and  shortly  the  cties of
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T FHANKFURT wund HANAL fell. Dunnge the last doss of
Muich the Divison sped northwerds to HERSFELD,
thinugh the weahemng Webrmacht defenses. Swsngzinge
East un the Ist of Apnl the Divtsion 1aced  shead  with
lightnimge thrusts, encireling and capturing large forces of
the enemy  VACHA - BAD SALZUNGEN and ZELLA ~

MEHNLIS fell. The famous Salt Mine at MERKERS wan V

N \\ ot - captired with o c'{ 100 tnns of gnhll huI‘Ilnnn and }Ml:uiq.-.
T SN - " z LRd iy . ' mcurrency, 47 Company was placed on guard of thix
MORZIU?OR \\ (G N = A HITH YN X = 7 " THIRD ARMY G1easnre that comprised the makjtoruonlrh of
- H 7 ; SR AL S E LY tne =L (=2, the German Heich, On to*the Lake reglon near
\ B, W A AV g JHL NS - ; LOBESTEIN  and  the fimt  peneteation  of

\ y ATV L NN d g =2 A\ CZECHOSLOVAKIA by o_small 80th Diviaion task foree
MO o ey vy - - . AL y - lux the 2nd plutoon of B Campany. On Apnl 12h, the
774 1 3 \ * . . - Ced Ak - PN‘TBRIOR I;HFENSE CORPS was formed, consisting of

HQS and HQS Company of the 77rd. and the AT and
Cannon Companies of the 57th Infantry. With LT. COL.
FRANK G.SPIESS in command. they performed ably in
rotecting wunportant  installations and  road<in the
?)u slon sone. Ax the last week in Apnl approached, the
Divixion w as ady ancing south-east paralteling the CZECI
horder. to REGEN, Turning to the northeast and entering
CZECHOSLOVAKIA the move continued until, with the
end of the war, sl elements w ere in the generalyicinity nf
PETROVICE and SUSICE. May 3rd. two more Mark V1's
were knocked-out. MAY 4th the tith Panxer Division
surrendered intact, May Bth. the war in the ETO ended as
B%WFCII)?SIE%{AIFUA Mxiy l-iilh the . 'ltJIalml[nn left
3 ! s to take up it's new duties a< oceupa-
ton trm;pﬂ and border guards In TIRSCIII-Z.\'RI-‘.I"IJ‘II.
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