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1. Assigmments and attachments: during period. - it
- _.&s Hq & Hq Co, 6th TD Gp is assigiied to Ninth Hnited Sta‘bes Armyy a‘btached A
L to nxz Gorps, and attached. for operatians to XIII Corps Artillery‘. R : ,-_/ -

T - Qperatioml funetions. P A
. 8 Commanding Officer, Hg & Hq Co, 6th D ¢ Gp served on tha staff ef the S,

~ Corps Artillery Commarder as the Antitank Officer. The An‘bitank Section was T

. fermed uaing the 8-2 and. S-B staff seetiona of the Greup, Lo ST el

o : b. Comanding Gfﬁcer, Hq & Hq Go, 6th_TD~Gp served on the staff ef the

Corps G-3, as the Security Officer..  The Secur ty. Section was formed  using
persomnel of the :antitank sactlon t.o perfarm - jork; in addition to their
antitank work. R

i Hq & Hq ( 6-}1 T Gpi erated a phantom radie liaison servica bet-ween
"Gerps F.{eadqaarters and_elements of the 5th Armored Division, This radio grow
was formed using radio vehicles of the group, radio eommnieatiana persennal
fthe group plus. 2.radio .operators om. special duty from 4th Signal Battalion
; 2; 1iaisen efficers ef t.he group plus on.o ieers__ on. spec:l.al dnty

Coy, 6th TB Gp eperated 4 mess. for enlisted fhen mader the eon'!;ral of
he. vHeadquarters Commandant., XIIT cerps. The meag section was formed from. mess L«l
ersonnel of the: Grcmp Headquarters Gompany under immedis;be command ef tho :
fcompany Gsmmander. ‘. N R -

3. O’aera’sional mavemen'bs. et '
R .The unit meved with. Headqnar'bers ’ XIII Corps as - follawas

I"I‘GGATIGN | COORDINATES @ ormE P CLOSED

I:_"Viersen . Fe595 - 0108454 Apr 45 .
Helden o - M459. 011308 0506308 Apr 45

o ,Warenderf T Bll72 0515008 . 070930B Apr 45 .
. Herford - B6592 . OTA00B. . - - 100930B Apr 45

_ Stadthegen - . X0115 - 101500B . 130930B Apr 45;-1
ehrte . ¥5222  131400B 1509308 Apr 45
) 13253 1514008 o
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3 _ During the period all units af th@ Gorpa were inwblved in fast- .

ﬁ’movi operations from the Bhine to Elbe" Riverg, Coordination of the

- Antitank means of the Corps was ‘limited %o’ daily contact with ‘most . of
*the Tank . Deétrqyer Battalions of the Gorps.

_ _b““Th§ coordination aceomplished the fellowing specific resultas:

1) Contimuous knowlédge of .the enemy armored elements in contact
”jmwith Corps units..vi , .

(2) ”Gentinneus knowledge.cfvfénk"Destrqyer unit dispasition:iﬁ"%hg“
: '%Gorps zone, , :

) Provided a sound - foundation.for any recommendation for deeision
"”.f{;to shift Tank Bestroyer units in,the Corps.' ¥

(4)‘1Provided Tank Destroyer units with advance information en the
o movements of. aupply‘and service installations.r “ T

) - Goordinated with Corps. supply to previde quick battle 1oss
‘replaeements. o o CULL T

s

A , command ‘ : c.task forces:
eordination of the dlspositions of antitank’and tank destroyer:

units in forming a coheaive antltank.gun strength througheut +

Corps zone is no. donger practical at. Corps staff. level, -the.

~dispositions are entirely dependent. on the. employment and.
ment of those: various battle croupments :

1 yol- G LS
.ceming_aﬁ on~en$ity under such perational: e:
tinues to be a problem. requlrimg the. presence ¢
aff 'seetion in a Corps” Headquarters~ ; P
of recem@andation for decision t

h{»Thls work ‘of the antitank sectlon must be accomplished hy :

o continual personal contact by the staff with the tank destroyer
units of the Corps. More than ever it ‘cannot be aecomplished

by reading reports which sre- always late, by answering the

telephone which is. rarely in. contact, or by using the. radie
hich is crowded by command traffi

.
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. Rhines to Elbe rivers the need progressed. from.coel.to hot
' advanced farther and farther away from: the bridgehead .zone: .
. enemy territory. The enemy policy by intent or necessity of leaving sizeable
© portions of their forces in position to stay and fight or. ‘be by-passed resulted

" 3. Phantom Radio Service,
’ "pf 1eading elemente in an offensive operation is dmportant to. all, ommand‘level
ihthe game time, normal channels of. comsmnications’ beéoﬁeislower and mare diffi

 —\f:g;The phanton radio gervice was formed to:provide. radio. contact direct -from Corp
Headquarters to the 1iaison officers at. the sarmored division CP and with each

’ Aftar Acticn Repert, Hq 6th TB Gp, continned.

2, securlty Staff Sectlon.

a. The need for. cocrdination of security neasures in a Gerps rear area

. varies in importance to the type of operation in which the Corps is inxolved,'_;;_»g
but 1t 1s believed that the need will exist to some extent at all times in any

Corps zone of combat. operations, In the past offensive. opsrations from the

to digtinctly

in the presence of ever-increasing rumbers. of enemy resistance groups in the
Corps rear area; their poliey also included the committment of battle groups,

. both large and. small and with or without armor, in rear areas to harass and
disrupt linss of eemmunication and supply. : : _ A

b. The Rhine-Elbe of?ensive aperations in contrast to previous operatiens Ah;: 
" in Hollsnd and Western Germany .clearly emphasized ithe fact that any policy lald .
down for securing the rear area of a Corps must be sufficiently general in “~‘L;

scops to permit wide flexibility in execution. This contrast occured because -
of the wide variance in such pertinent factors as the tactical mission, the

:zone of. action, the area of resyonsibility, the. available comhat troops, ete, ~-L_"E':ﬂ

-2, It is an established fact that up-to-date infonmation on.the. progress

from low to high.- The rapid advance of armored: forces~“
'through operation . creates a. greater need for: “up=

.+ of the combat. commands 6f the division,  The service had the mission of nr@vid g

"5_,”&’portion .of the group so trained had been dissipated on other duties 80, the
.. group. pera@nnel were necessarily augmented by officers.and radio. oneraters £
other units. Such.a formation does not provide the close-knit network of -

1ong distanoes.

N

situatlen.reperts on location and progress,ef the leading armored elements.: g

b;" The persennel of the greup usedbin ormin ':his radio servica‘hu:
trained for such work in their‘assigned duties in the: unit, had ‘not . bee
rming work f£or a period of .6 months: ‘comparable to their training. In additior

liaison teams necessany for successful communicatians over hilly tarrain and

| e. Althﬁugh reasonably successful it is believed that a unit not diverted

.. by other attendent missions or dispersed in.personnel strength eould operate el
., such a service in a more ‘efficient and successful mammer, - .

b Enlisted Men's Mess._-'.. ' '
a, The unit headquarters company moved Wlth the Corps Headquarters and
placed in operation a mess.for enlisted men in the immediate area of the -

‘headquarters. This mess supplemented the regular mess operated hy the Corps

Headquarters,

T wm e

the Corps foreeé’ﬁﬁ{fiﬁge@ ~




C ) . :._.r_*?company ag.a par'b of a task force of brigade size. .

5-59351 R
s, ,Af'aer Acti@n Report, Hq 6‘t',h 'fE Gp, cantinued.  _.~{

' Gompany by feeding miscellaneous detachments ani visiting enlisted personnei

" which normally are present at such a _headqua.rters during combat operations

-'without their owh mess facilities.

; b. This mess handled an average strength of 122 men per day during

. III,CO}&MENTS oN Ee!PLOYMEHT o -
S 71, A taetieal group. headquarters and heaciquarters company of sneh a .
,,_specialized ratare as a tank destroyer group must anticipate a great S
variety of jobs during. operations in a combat theatre = especially jobs
- for which they cannot have trained for since group employment of tank
‘destroyer battalions in combat has rerely occured in the Buropean Theatre

of Operations. .To show the extent. of such variety, the follewing is a 1ist

§ of missiens performed. by this unit daring its. operat.’:ons in the ETO; -
- Trained three (3) tank destroyer battalians for a f‘ield art.illery
r011 as &' secondary mission. -

Operated » with an attached personnel strength of 15 ,000 troops, an

' invasion marshalling area and. emba.rkation area in ‘the United: Kingdom.

A :vttalion, ‘an infantry battalion, an’engi
- artillery battery, an engineer 1ight pontoon company a

’:b'_ttali Ay & field

e ‘d- %erated a rest center for troops fr«m Corps units.

..Perf'emed the f‘anctions listed in par 2, see I above of - this renor'!;

. taat:.cal grmm headquarters a.nd headguarters. company is fi’cted to
" guccessfully perform a great variety of missions as long as it s ‘employed-
an inbegral unit, ‘But is ia believed that .such success. eannot be assured or

 Commanding

. BUSSELL H. NEWBURY -~
- Major, Infantry =

N This mess sapplemented ‘the regular mess aperated by the Gorps Headquarters -

Ommmanded a group of combat units.consistin '.”of, a tank destrayer TR

'ﬁ be éxpected a'h all times when: the unit 19 not. functionincr ‘as an- integral uni_

FRANK T, SEARCY
Colonel, Infantry

z i Rl
wams e -




