DECORATIONS AND AWARDS-BRANCH,
MILITARY PERSONNEL DIVISION, ACO.
RECORD OF AWARD OF DECORATION BY ACENCY OTHER THAN _WAR DEPARTMENT

oD
Initials ="

Date

Last Name First Name Middle Initial Serial ‘No. Grade
SALFRY FHBEQSE CEORCGE 0—&36682 Centain
Organization Foreign Others
£01st Tan Destroyer Battzllion
Headquarters Station or APO G.0. No. ' Section Date
: m 37 ; ZzZ1 me‘ 19!;_)';
Type of Award Posthumous DO NOT WRITE IN
COLUMN BELOW

PH i o
Oak-Leaf Clusters Number Posthumous
By Command of Amended | Revoked
' CI{TATION

For wounds received 4in 2ction 23 ¥ay 1944 in XXX Italy.

Tntored service from 0'allon, ¥t=wmar®r Vissourd.
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RECORD OF AWARD OF DECORATION BY AGENCY OTHER THAN WAR DEPARTMENT

Last Name

First Name Middle Initial | Serial No. Grade (‘{‘hﬂﬂ 15t LtL\
SALFEN ANBROSB & Sap30602 Cent
Drga_nization Foreign Others -
Fi Co B, Tank Destroyer Bn., &0lst 70.3n,
Headquarters Station or APO G.O. No. Section Date
3rd Inf, Div, 3 132 I _ 27 Jan, 44
et e DR
3251 3
Oek-Leat Clusters Nimber | Posthumous
By Command of Amended Revoked
A GBN ViALEER
CITATION
For valorous cominet in meifon sgainst the enesy, On O Hovenber
31943, nesy¥RERE, ghen their company tank destroyers were exposed io
enapy shelling on a forward slope of a hill and cne tenk deztroyer|
wes atalled, Captain SALFEN snd Sergsant WAIELL leoft the safety of |
their tenk destroyer to hook & chalin or the fwmwodlilfzed tank destrpyer

tow it until 1t started, AXthough enory shells were landing

atriking 1ts sides, they remained cutside exposed to this fipe for
10 mimtes, thereby saving the vehicle and {ts crew, Residence =t
aypointnents

(Coptudn. 3alP58) Port Orange, Tlorida,




BEADCULRTIERS
601ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 464 U. 8, irmy

286 July 1944
SUBJECT : Recommendation for Award of Silver 3tar,
TO : Commending General, 3rd Infantry Diviaion, APC #3, U. S. irmy,

1. Under the provisions of AR 600-45, it is recommended that Captain (then
First Lieutenant) AMBROSE G. SALFEN, 0436682, Compeany "B", 60lat Tenk Destroyer Bettal-
ion be cited in General Orders and awarded the 3ilver Star for gallasntry in actiocn.

8s CITATIOR:
AMBROSE G. SALFIN, 0435682, Captain, (Then First Lieutenant)

Fiald Artillery, Compeny "B", 601lst Tank Destroyer Battalion, for gellantry in action.
Oa 30 January 1944, at about 0600 hours, near ISOLA BELLL, Italy, Captain Salfen'’s
platoon wes given the mission of supportipg the Rengers in an attack on CISTERNA, A
group of Rangers had become trapped by enemy mechine gun fire which foreed them to
stick flat on the grounds OCeptain Sslfen ordered his destroyer to slowly advance up
the road to OISTERNA in an attempt to allow these men to escape, His destroyer finally
stopped' in a position where ememy machine guns were only 150 yards eway on his left and
right flanks and enemy snipers were sbout 800 yards to his rear, From an exposed
position, he persomally directed the fire of his tank so efficiently that i% knocked-
out an enemy OP, destroyed meny machine gun nests, killed at least 5 individuel anemy
soldisrs, end thereby relisved the pressure on our entrapped Rengers, who were zble
to move to n_ate positions., RESIDENCE: O*FALLON, MO.

3.a Character of terrain: Flat, gently rolling ground.
b Visivpility: BExcellent, Time of dsy: 0600 hours,
Atmoapheric conditions: ' Sunny, scettered clouds,
¢ Proximity of enemy: 150 yerds on e=ch flank; about 800 yards to the resr,
d Morele of troops: Ours; Excellent, Enemy; Excellent.
c Casualties sustained: One man wounded,

t Effect of deed: About 20 trapped Rangers freed., Enemy OP and several
mechine guns; and at least 5 enemy soldiers destroyed.

4. The service of the aboffe nemed individual since rendition by him of the
above mentioned service has been honorebles

S¢ Prior Awerds: Purple Heart Kedal (Awarded in Hospil;el

Bronze <tar Lledal, #139, Hg 3rd Iaf I iv, 37 June 1944,
6¢ I mes.nob. an eye-witness to this action, but attached hereto are arfidsvitg
which contain a Complste Description of Services Rendersd. 8
Zt_/l-’ ' " .'\_ /;"f L’d
VLLTER =, .u.n..Y
Ltt 601., 2..4,
Commasnding.

Inel: JAffidavits = Sergeant JOHN NOWAK
- Sergeent ANTON J. JFELIO



RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS THIRD INFANTRY DIVISICK

AF0___3
10 Sept 194L
date
ENERAL ORDER)
: EXTRACT
NUMBER 189 ) T T T T -
AWARD OF SILVER STAR 1

I-ANARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of AR 600-45, as amended,
a Silver Star Medal is awarded each of the following named individuals:

AMBROSE G. SALFEN, O 4436682, Captain (then 1st Lt.), Field Artillery,
Company B, 601st Taunk Destroyer Bn. For gallanmtry in aotioms Whem a group
of ‘Rangers attmoking near *** Italy, at about 0600 hours on 30 Jamuary 1944,
wan threatened with entrapment by heavy German maeohine gun fire, Captain
S8alfen orderad his destroyer forward in an attempt to effect their escape.
Reaching a poimt 150 yards from enemy machine guns to his loft and right flanks,
Captain Salfen raised himself h ead and shoulders above the turret while
enemy mortar shells struck within 15 yards of the destroyer and enemy bullets
hit the vehiclets sides. In this exposed positiom he direoted the destroyer's
fire so effectively that an enemy OP and several machine guns were knocked out,
at loast 5 Germans killed, and the Rangers enabled to move to positions of
safety. Residenmoe: Port (range, Flas

By command of iajor Gemeral O'DAlIEL:

CHARLES B JOHNSOH
Colonel, G&C,
Chief of ¥taff
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/7 8. J. “ogors
t S. J. ROGERS
Captain, AGD

Adjutant General

SERT IFIED TRUE COPYs (EXTRaCT) e 1 22 |

- SCREFNIE. |
; rf%w 5|

{ Cio, LUS, 60)st TD Bn OPIS |
Torcomnel Offivcr —

JUL 1 6 1955
RESTRICTED



""" COMPLNY
801ST TANK DEST-OYER BATT.LICHW
AP0 512 Ue S¢ 4rmy
S sugust 1944

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES RENDERID

I am 3ergeant ANIONE J. MELIO, gun commender of en [i-10 Tanic Destroyer
in Captain (then lst Lt) AMBROSE G. SAILFEN*s Platoon, Compeny "B", 60lst
Tenk Destroyer Bsttelion. On the morning of Jamuery 30, 1344, our platoon
wss .given the mission of supporting the Hanger sattaex on CISTERNA. Three of
our destroyers, Captain SALFEN lesding, slowly advanced down the road
toward ISOLA EELLA. OCeptain SALFEN stopped about 200 yards short of ISCLA
BELLA, I was about 300 yards behind him,

Enemy machine gan fire and sniper fire was 21l around us, meny times
ricocheting off our tank, Seeing our own trocps being pinnaed down by enemy
machine guns, Captain SALFEN without regard for his own psrsonal safety,
placed himself in view of the ensmy so that he might direet fire on those
machins guns. DBecsuse of this, an enemy OP wss knocked out, &t lesst 5
enemy soldiers killed, and it enabled over 20 Rungers to escspe.

Shortly after this at leest eizht mortar shells landed within 15 yards
of Captain SALVEN's tenk, Despite 21l this shell fire the Ceptain remsined
in poeition firing at the ememy until his 100 rounds of smmunition was gone.
On his way back t0 pick up more ammunition, Ceptain SAIFEN egsin exposed
himself to enemy fire by leaving the indide of his destroyer to help a
wounded Hanger onto the tank so that the soldier could be evacuated to &
rear aid ststion. After receiving more ammmnition, the Ceptein returned
to his formmer position and kmoeked cut seversl enemy mechine guns,

Captain SALFEN's coolness and excellent lssdership under severe enemy
fire inspired all the members of his platoon to hold their gzround and
destroy all pessible enemy resistance,

; 5 » m(,(,e_u
ANTON “.‘.....1.1.0""‘
Sgt, "b Co.,

601lst. TV bn.

Swmorn end subseribsed %o before me: this :E .'74/ dey of aagnst 1944,

— / /
v/
_Z ;.';“_,' ji{//
.\. " AEGESON
.?.nd Lt. ’ T »
Sammery Sourts



CO.TANY "BY
601ST TilNi. DaSTROYER BATT LIOH
0 G512 U. 3. Army
3 Lugust 1944

COMPIETE DISCRIPTION OF SERVICES RENDEZED

I am Sergeant JOHENW NC: K, "B" Corpany, 60lst Tank Jestroyer Bottalion,
at the tims of this adtion, I was a gunner on Ceptain (then lst ILt) S/ LFEN's
1i=10 Tank Destroyer, in which capacity I was present &t and an eye-vitness
t0 the following incident.

On 30 Jamuary 1944, at sbout 0600 hours, near ISULA BELL:, Italy, my
platoon was given the miesion of supporting the Ranger ettack on CISTETA.
Ceptzin SALFEN directed his tank destroyer slowly up the main road to
CISTLHNA. Cne of his Yestroyers had already been disebled by a land mine
in ISCL4 BELLE and two others under~”Nis command were following in his
irmediate rears On either side of the road and to the fron} as close as
150 y=rds, were enemy machine gun nests and snipers who constantly fired on
Captain SAIFTIN'S destroyers There were some enemy snipers to the rear of
his tenk as fer back as 800 ysrds.

Ceptain SALFEN, despite emell arms fire that was ricocheting off his
destroysr, directed his tank destroyer forward so that he might suprort
the Rangers. DBecause of fire lald down by Ceptain SsLITN's destroyer, over
30 Rangers who hzd been pinned down by enemy mechine gun fire, wsre able
to escepe entrapment. %hile directing fire, shells from approximotelly 8
morters bracketed his destroyer and landed only 15 yerds aweye

Ceptain S/LFiN's sccurate estimation of distances to targets and his
ability to control the firing of’ his destroyers to it's best zdventage,
gave paximam support to the infantrymen. Despite severe enemy machine
gun fire that w=s contimucusly hitting his tank, Captain S-IFEN estood
hes=4 and shcoulders above the. turret of his tenk in order %o fire ‘:115 cntire
loed of 100 rounds of cmmmunition. He then backed his destroycr Lack down
the ‘road, reloaded it with smmunition, returmed to the former position and
continued firing. In raturning for cmmnition, a wounded hsngesr wa2e evacueted

t0 the Irear &ree,

Beceuse of Centain S/LFMi'e coolness and a:gressiveness, nis tank
castroyer lmocked out an enemy CF, meny machine gun nests, and killed =%
lezat 5 enemy =oléiers, Decsuse of this fire, the Hengsrs were able to

hold theis ground and to advencs in many places. L'Vlo-«-}:dg,_,
JCi OWiK

Sgte, "3" Go,
601lst Tv Bne

Sworn to and subscribed to befors me this -;Zé day of ‘ugnst 1944,

77

AL ‘4. L4L7)
20d Lt., TeDo,
Sunmary Court.

NS



