" . VENDEUVRE at 0B1620B; distence ‘traveled. 95 milo (6)
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5 Oct_qber 1944

© ' SUBJEGTs ~REPORT AFTER OFERATIONS AGAINST i‘nm ENEMY.
| T0 s The Ldjutant General, Army War Gollege, War Dapartment,

w&shington, D. c. . SR T, b 7_';,: g
THRGU_GH: - Commanding General, Seventh § S Arm APO HES, .3. Amy, a.nd L

Gommanding General, IV Gorps, un 1.36, u.8. Am

1. In compliance with Paragraph 10, 3AB 345-105, as amon&od by Change 35 dated
9 March 1943, and Paragraph 2, Third United States Ammy ltr, file AG 319.1 (G-3)
GNMCC, Subjects Action Againat Enemy, Reports After, dated 21 July 1944, the
‘following report is mbmitted. _ s

ARL}

2. Arsbic rumbers following pertineﬂt statements made in the report ‘:refer to
Jouxmal Entries made in the Unit Journal of the 5th Tank Destroyer Group res-'
- pondingly mmbered oxtracted true copies ing attached as 1nelosur¢ # S

3. lleport After Operations Against 1he Enemy Pbriod 0100013 September 1944 -
302359A September 1944. . , , :

At the beginning of the' period , the 5th Tank Destroyer Group,: uith_,‘bhe '773d .
Tank Destroyer Ba,ttalion attached, was logated at Rosq-en—brie, coordinate; (434212).

1 Sep‘hember was Organization Day sfcr the 5th Tank Dostroyer Grmp md appro-
priate rocOgnit.ion ‘was made of the second anniversary (L): - At approximately 0108558
September, three PW's (one officer -and two corporals) were taken inthe irmediate
vicinity of the Group bivouac area, The thres PR's were 1nterrogate by the. S=2;
it was determined that they were infantry stragglers from!Battle GroupAULOCH, oper< -
ating in a battalion commanded by a Capt. Wolf (2). ' After :!.ntorrogation, the Pﬁ'l
were evacuated through the v Corps cages., _ .

During the period of- I; 7 September, the Sth '.l'ank Destroyor Group, with
773rd Tank Destroyer Battalion ‘attached, remained in the vicinity of Rogay-en<Brie.
From the third to the meventh, the 3524 Ordnance Company (MAM) inspected and repaired
all of the ordnance materiel (3) On the sixth, the Group $-1 & 4 sectlon interviewed .
Lt.” Delbert G, Reck, and S/Sgt Edward J. Land, 773rd Tank: Destroyer Battalion, ragard-
~ ing recommendation for.the Congressional ‘Medal . of Honor (4) During this period the
. usuel’ ndson was maintained with the v Gorps. ' :

At 0709103, “the 5th Tank Destroyer Group received Operations Ina‘oructions
#13, XV Corps, which stated that the misgion of the Corps (in complience with Third = °©
Arny Directive, 5 September) was to protect the south flank of the Army from HONTAIL- o
GIS to the MARNE RIVER, to seize the lire of:the MOSELLE RIVER in gone, to selze :
KAKLSRHUE, - and secure a bridgehead over the R}HNE RIVER . or to move. through 'bridge- o
- heads sccurod by the III or XX Corps (5). : _ o

e et et S

: In compliance with llovement Drdor #4, v Corps, ‘the Graup and 773:-& 5 .
Battalion closed stetion at Rozay-en-Brie at 080'?023, and opened new GP viei.nity

: T Operational maps for the approaching Corps mission wore received on the RO I
o ninth. “Late in the afternoon of the ninth, the executive.officer of- the 813th ™ . &
. Battalion, which had just arrived from the Belglan: frontier in the vieinity JOIN- ==
. VILLE, reported to the Group CO that the 813th requested to be relieved from the Lol
- 79th Division for a short time in order: %o sccomplish track replacement and maine el
“tenance (7). In view of the above situation, the Group CO recommended to the: ge; o oh
XV Corps, that the 773rd TD Battalion be attached to the 79th Infantry Divieien, T
snd that the 813th TD Battalion bs withdrawn for general maintenance, The Gorps - .. |
Commander approved this plan {(8), At 101135B XV Corps issued orders sttaching the.
© 773rd Tenk Destroyer Battalion to the 79th Infantry Division. At 1012008, 773rd -
. " 7D Battalion closed station at VENDEUVRE and moved to join 79th Infantry Diﬁsion""
. at J’OIHVILLE, conpleting nmovement at 101600. _
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_ head; then held by one battalion of the 314th Infantry Regiment and two pletoons

MCM+o the.31l4th Infantry Regiment. The 313th Infantry, west of the MOSELLE, was -
to be supported by the 813th 1D Bsttslion in eveni of a tank threat from the south(17).
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.l.f"oezj‘ Operations Against the Enemy, 5th TD Group (Contta)

To expedite maintenance for the £13th TD Battalion, the Group S-1&, made

£°" arrangements with IV Corps Ges for the 314th Ordnance Battalion to aid the 81l3th

Tank Destroyer Batialion,

A% 102030B, the Group received the XV Corps Movement Order #5, directing
movement to vieinity MORANCOURT (10). ¥O #8 wes alpc received which ordered the
79th Infantry Divislon and the 2nd French Armored Division to atimck to, ob, ettives
on the MOSELLE RIVER between GHARMES and EFINAL (11). In complisdice with Movement
Order #5, the Group moved from VENDEUVEEZ td vieinity MORANCOURT (12)3 %ime of uove-
rent, 110730 = 111253B; distance trayveled 41 miles. At this time ths Gréup dentistis
were placed on D/S with the 813th TD Battalion for dental work. On the following
day the Group moved further to vicinity of %REHOVILLE, closing at 1218%8; distance
traveled 55 miles {13). P ' ’

The 13t of September was spent ni weusl staff Jleison. The S8 yisited
the 2nd French Ammored Division in order td receive up~to-date information concein~
ing German srmor vicinity EPINAL (i4). The Asst, S-3 contacted the 813tk TD Bate

"talion to ascertain their track status. HJ returned with ths information that

twanty-four ¥-10's would be resdy by 151500B, Late in the aftersoon, the Group _
closed station at MORANCOURT and moved to FRAISNESEN<SANTOIS; closing st 132020B; (15)
distance traveled, 40 miles, Usual staff liaison wis meintained on the l4th of
September, - : - . ; ‘, . : )

On September 15, the CG, XV Ccrps, upon recosmendation of the @roup €O,
directed that the 79th Infantry Division move the 813th TD Battalion up inte a posle
tion closer to the front where quick support would be more cbtainable 1f needed (16) .
The Division crder was dispatched to the 813th TD Battelion via the Group Se3.. It

wag agreed st the 79th Infantry Division t0 further reinforos the MOSELLE bridge-
Company B", 773rd TD Battalion, by attaching the 773rd TD Battalion, less Compuny

In.order to use sll of the availsble iéapona in the Corps again_sﬁ' any tank |

attack, the Group Executive Officer visited the 115th AA Battalion (30mm) to give &
" talk on the subject of "Tank Identification and Bmpleyment of AA Guna in the Anti-

tank Role." (18) . _
On the 16th of September, the. .award of the Silver Star was presented by

General Haielip to Captain Edward K, Stiver, for gallantry in action near 5t Denia,

Frence (19). The 8L3th TD Battelion closed into bivouac vicinity VOMECOURT as per
79th Divislon order, Tanks were reported sctive acrops the river and sll units were
alerted (20). On the 17th, B Company, 773rd TD Bettalion, destroyed one Mk IV
vicinity CHARMES. . '

The 2nd French Armored Division reported comtact with the 21 Py, Division,

' the 112 Ps. Brigade, snd that the lst Battalion, 29th Pz. Regiment, had been des-
“troyed by air.ground cooperation on the 12th of September. The main body. of the

remaining armor was now reported in vieinity EPINAL and east of the MOSELLE RIVER,
During the pericd of the svening of the 16th to:18th of September there wes

" no movement of TDts in the Corps excepting contimied reconnalssance and cbseérvation.

In the afterncon of the 18th September, Corps cavalry, air ;'ab“rvqra‘,igaﬂi' the XII

‘ Gorps reported columns of tanks, infantry, end artillery moving Trom the -southeast
-toward LUNEVILLE, soross the XV Corps front, east of the MOSELLE. In the abgsence of

the Group Commander, the Group S-2 and S-3 were called upon by thw Corps Chief of
Staff to make a recommendation to the CG for the employment of tank destroyers,.in

- advance of the Corps, to attack the flank of ¢nemy srmor moving in on LUMEVILLE, It

was decided to send Companies A and C of the 813th TD Battalion with the 106th Cav

'Group with the mission of giving direct AT support ir the advance of the Corpe,

7rird TD Battalion was to remain in attachment to 79th Infantry Division; one TD

company per combat team, and the 813th TD Battalion, less A and ¢ Compenies reveried

o Corps reservs, attached to the.5th.TD Group (21)., ‘This plan was approved by the

€O, 5th TD Group. and the CG, XV Corpe., The movement of the Corps and tank destroyers, |
. ‘as recommended; begsn the evening of the 18th of September., The 5th ID Group moved .-
" with Corps Hesdquarters and Corps troops from FRAISNESEN-SANTOIS to vieinity of -
- CHARMES on the 19th of September, closing in bivouac at FLOREMONT (22) at 1915554, -

., distence traveled, 9 miles. From firing positions south of CHARMES and west of the
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* MOSELLE RIVER Company By ‘813th TD Battalion was given the mizsion of protecting. Corps
troops from possible enemy attack from the south. Freviously, Company B had protected.
the crossing of the MOSELLE by GCV, 2nd French Armored Division, from the same firing
position, - 4 _ L

- - The Group S-1l&4 spent the 19th of September at the CP of the 90th Infantry
‘DPlvision expediting the processing of decorations of officers of the 5th TD Group and
~ 773rd TD Battalion. He had slso established! liaison with 4th TD Group and 818tk TD :
Bettalion during this visit, exchanging tank] destroyer information and ‘dispositions (23).

_ . During the 19th.and 20th of September, the tank destroyers of the Corps ad~
© vanced with the 79th Infantry Division and the 106th Cavalry Group and underwent
. congiderable action in s close support role.i Companies A and C. of the 813th TD
- Battalion destroyed three enemy vehicles, dahaged two Mk IV's, end camsed sn unde- .
termined mmber of infantry casualties in the jenemy ranks, The 773rd TD Battalion,
attached to the 79th Infaniry Division, dest;royed one Mk V, three Mk IVs, six vehicles.

. On the morning of the 2lst, a bille}ing perty selected a suitable location in
the city of LUNEVILLE as & tentative command|post for the Group. Later, at 1610 in the - !
afternoon, the 60 of the 813th TD Battelion ¥isited the commanding officer of thé Group;
further employment was discussed. It was planned that A and C Companies would remain- . ° |
in support of the 106th Cavalry Group up on the northwest flank of the Corpe; and that |
as poon ag the south flank of the Corps was Yelieved by the capture of EPINAL, B Compeny -~ |
‘would be moved forward to an assembly area :1? the rear of the 79th Infantry ‘Divj;.sion.'_(z.!.)'.;:, E

‘At the evening XV Corps staff conference, the Group Commander learned that .10S5um
How, ammunition was not readily available to.the artillery, Inssmuch as three inch HE
ammunition wes at thie time resdily available to the tank destroyers, the Group Commander -
recommended to the CG, XV Corps, that B Company of the 813th TD Battalion be placed '
under the ‘supervisien of the Corps artillery in order to supplement the supporting fires
of the Corps, With the approval of the CG, XV.Corps, the Group Commander ordered the. '

.00, 813th TD Battalion, to move hiz B Company to the vicinity of REHAINVILLE and to
establigh command lisison with the 173rd FA Group, who would provide survey and assist
" in the conduct of fire for the tank destroyer unit (25). : S

~On the 22nd of September transportation to geul HE smmunition to B Company _
of the 813th, while it wae on its indirect fire mission (26), was arranged by the Group
8-1&4, The IV Corps supplied twslve trucks which were to pick up 2500 rounds HE at -

- COMMERCY. ASP #28, northesst of CHARMES, supplied HE until the truck column arrived.
The guns were registered by the personmel of the 96lst FA Battalion on the afternoon
of the 23rd, During the night 23-24 September, 638 rounds of HE were fired on enemy

' positions and routes of communicatlion north of LUNEVILLE, Results were not observed
on the 24th, due to heavy rain and fog, ' . : _

- During the period 21-25 September, A'and C Compsnies of the 813th Battalion, i

. attached to the 106th Cavelry Group, remsined in Firing positions echeloned northwest ‘

from LUNEVILLE, protecting the Corps left flank. The 773rd TD Battalion, attached to

the 79th Infantry Divislon, was in close support of the regimental combat tesms. There
was no tank action, - ‘ . - '

The situation on the 26th of September was such that the south east flank of

. the Corps was protected by the 2nd French Armored Divieion, and the 79th Division on
“the north east of the French, had the 773rd TD Battalion in support. The 106th =~ .
Cavalry Group was holding the northesst flank adjoining the XII Corps zone, Conside

- erable tank action had taken place in the XII Corps sone, end in view of this situa-
tion, the CO, 5th TD Group, recommended that the £13th TD Battalion be attached to - .
~ the 106th Cavalry Group. B Company of the 813th was to remain in indirect firing . i
positions alresdy occupied.. The CG, XV Corps, approved this plan end at R261000A this
plan wes carried out (27). In order to keep bétter informed on the situation, the S

" Group GP wes moved to LUREVILLE, Movement began at 261300A and waa complete at 261430A '
September, distance traveled, 24 miles (28}. B o . L

o . Operations Instructions #18, XV Corps, gave the objective as being on a gen-
ergl north ~ south line on the high ground east of the FORRT DE PARROY (29). The
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“FORET was found to be a strongly defended, . dense woods
J  medium bombers of the 9th Mz Force were callod upor to bomb the woo
- attack., There was no change in the emplcyment of the' tank' destroyers duriy
* current phase., Following the bombing whichloccured on the 38th of September, th
79th Infentry Division and the 106th Cavalry Group advanced to. the attack and soon .
encountered enemy ‘resistence, *The 813th TD; Battalion, working nowth .and’ south of
. the RHMIN AU MARNE CANAL fired direct miszloms on ‘towna being essaulted by the cavalry
 No losges were received by the tank destr: rors,  During all phases of ‘this: witack,
" close liaison was meintsined with the'divis on ‘ard ‘the cavalry by the tank destroyer.:
At 2900014 September, the XV :Corpsjand Corpa troops passed to the control
of the Seventh United States Army., New bouhdaries were given and the Gerps mission
* vemained to advance northesst in their zonmse) protecting the right ‘flenk of the Third
* Army (30). There was no changs in the disppsitions of the XV Gorps TD troopsy =
- _ vity in the srea just.north of
the REIN MAMNE CANAL. The flank guerd of.a)German force, abbecking the.jth United
States Armored Division, advanced into ‘the gector of ‘the 121st Cavelry’ Squadron,
G Compeny of ‘the 813th Tank Destroyer Battsiion ‘attached, «This sttack was also .
observed by & Compeny of the 813th which'wap supporting the 106th Cavalry Smmadron.
. The attack was met squarely and was besten back without.loss to the tank dogiroyers.
. Two Mk Vg, thirteen Mk IVs, four SP guns, and fouri other vehicles were destroyed by .
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At 291200 there were reports of tapk set

‘- the 813th, Co B, of the 813th, firing: wi ' the 96Llat FA Battallon and the 182nd FA' . .

Battallon in vieinity of RERATNVILLE and LUNEVILLE, fired 4748 rounds of HE botwesn
- 243200 September and 291800 September. ' These migsions were harrassing fire placed = -

on the enemy in vicinity of the FORET DE PARROL. '

On the 30th of Septesber, bhe usual liaison duties were maintained, The’
~ Group S-1&, arranged for ten additional sets of ¥=10; tracks to be delivered to the ' -
773rd TD Bettalion (31). : T K A B

Thig brings to a ¢loss the operations for ‘the period 1 « 30 September: 194k.
¥or the period covered the Commanding Officer,. Sth Tank Destroyer Group,.
~ gerved as the Antitank Officer for the iV Gorps, . During this period the IV Gorps
is eredited with knocking out 130 tanks and self-propelled guns, of which 28 were
destroyed by tank destroyers, 44 by air action, and 58 by other combined branchés.
_Since the XV Corps became operational -at 3116008 July 1944y the cumilative total of
tanks and self-propelled guns liquidated by all troops asaigned, attached, or-in

support of ‘the Corps totals 697, Of the 697 tanks snd self<propellesd. gung liguidated =

89 were eliminated by Hg, 5th Tank Deatroyer Group and' 77354 Tank Destroyer Battalion
on temporary detached service with the ¥ Corps during the peried August 17 to hagust -
22, 1944. ' ST

Total cumilative battlefield casualties of this headquarters to date are
- 1 officer, slightly wounded, and 1 non-commissioned officer sericusly wounded, both .
. evacuated and replaced,. Total cumuilative awards to date, one 8ilver Star awarded
" %o Captsin Edward N, Stiver, 0-393084. Total distance traveled to date in France is
© 752 wiles, as followss 67 miles from UTAH BEACH to MARCHESIEUX where Group becsme
cperational 3116008 July 19443 476 miles during month of August 19443 209 miles for
nonth of September 1944. : R R
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