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_. 3 April 1945. 

SUBJBCT: Transmittal o! Historical R~cords tor Period 1 March 1945 
to 31 March 1945. ' 

TO : Commanding General, 89th In~antry Division, APO No. 89, 
U. S. Army. Attention: Hiistorica1 Section. 

Under the provisions o! pa~agraph 10, Cg 3, AR 345-105, 
historical records ot this unit tor Ithe period 1 liarch 1945 to 31 
Karch 1~45 are transmitted herewith·i 
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~~E BiltRY, . 
JG, US4\., 

sst. Adjutant. 

3 InclSI 
. l. _ eta!! SUlDlD&.ries & Unit Journa~. 
2._8~:Pel'lodic Reports.
3 • tncom1a8 and Outgoing Xes • 
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1 597 

. ' 

.~·'RumG PERIOP, OFF wo EM 
'''ii!~~ 

a~>,k nU,c1.1n action 0 0 0 
b. Died. 

o

'o~ wound. ' 0 0 0 
c. WoUD4ed 1 0 6 
d~ Injured' 0 0 0 
e. . Captured , 0 0 0 
t. J(1ssing in act1'bn 0 0 0 
g., Interned " 0 0 0 
h. Hospita,lized (sick) 1 0 11 

I. TOTALs 2 "'() 17 
I 
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II~. REPLAOEMENTS: WO EM.QiZ 
a. Requisit10nea during period 0 0 0 

, b. :Received- during period 0 0 24 
" 

~. WUALTIBS RETURNING 
' 

TO DUTY: WO EM 
i ¥ '0""" 1:4 

,~. ry. a. Decorations Awarded: 
I 

UAMi °iGANIZATION a'ilaRD 
S/Sgt Harold T. Hayne s Co, t162!id/ TD En Bronze Star 
S/Sgt Julius S. Orsak Co 4, 602n.d '1'D Bn Bronze Star 
1st Sgt James T. Wilson Bronze Star

CO I' 602ndSgt Ravil B. Branham Co ,602nd TDTD BnBn Bronze Star 
Sgt Warden Corum Co , ,602nd TD , Bn Bronze Star 
Sgt James B. licCarthy Co ,602nd TD En Bronze star 
Sgt Har10n F. !dered1th Co , 602nd Tn an Bronze Star 
Cpl Raymond W. Berg Co a, 602nd TD Bn":., Bronze Star 
Cpl Bruno J. Kowalski Co (;, 602nd rrD In Bronze Star 
Tec,5 Jesse James Co a, 602nd TD an Bronze Star 
Tee 5 Howard L. Dean Co a, 602nd' TD Bn Bronze Star 
S/Sgt Horman McGowen Co a, 602nd TD Bn S1lver Star 
Capt Wal ter D. Bart Co a, 602nd TD Bn Croix De Guerre 
S/Sgt Otha H. Shannon Co ~, 602nd TD Bn Croix De Guerre 

b. Final action 1s pending on ~e f'ollowing reconmendatlons: 

NAME ~RG~IZATION hWAlill 
Will1am t. St1ll, Capt Rc Co, 60~d TD En Bronze Star 
John B. Coulston, Capt Hq1' 602nd 'I'D Bn Bronze Star 
M/Sgt John S. Terpstra Hq Co, 60200 lID Bn Bronze Star... 
S/Sgt Harold T. Haynes Co lA., 602nd TD Bn Bronze Star 
Sgt Thomas C. Connor Co !A, 602nd TD Bn Bronze Star 
Sgt W1ll1e L. Deering Co IA, 602nd -TD Bn Bronze Star. 
Pte John N. McPherson Co:A, 602nd TD Bn Bronze S~tar 
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c. ::'J.Llber or )ursonnel authorized Purple Heart durin~~ :'eriod: 

EM 
"6 

One co:nmendation was received during the period (see copy 
attached) 

VIII. ;':I5C~LLu.:;lWUS: 

a. 	 Personnel section moved from Gindorf, Germany to vicinity of 
Fel&, LuxembourG to work wi th 89th Infantry Division ~~dminis
tr ~~ tive :8chelon. 

b. 	 :ro C1Hl.::l~:e in l)revious nonth in the handline of uail. 

c. 	 Speci&l Service: 

l.~t. ~iluroscia, nq Co, assumed the additional duty as 
En 3pccio.l Gervice Offi'cer. Four radios were obt.uined 
<<.::'<2. issued to the companies. 

2. 	 ;:)ufficient copies of ~)tars and Stripes a.."1d The '7ank 
. ;u,dsine \lore receivod to YJal::e distribution of appro:;d::l<l tel:! 
ter:. cOlJies per coupuny. 

3. 	 ",el:L.=io~ls services for all fu.i t~lS w'ere :lcld '''/ee~:lJ pro
viCud the ,tactical situation per~itted. 

4. 	 Pa"ses: 'l'ilree officers and tv;olve enlisted 1-:1en visited 
Pal'':s, France on 72 hour passes during the period • 
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CmmATIVE lDSS'ES nWLICTBn Am.INST THE BNB~rr DUPING ~P.IOD 28 AUGUST 1944 
TO j! ~.rARCH !913 • 

ITE},5 CO A CO B CO C RCN CO TarAL 
Tanks 2J ""14" t;- O 43 
Tanks Damaged O· 3 0 0 3 

--Flak Guris 4 5 6 0 15 
Anti Tank Guns 14 19 5 2 40 
Armored Cars 3 1 1 0 5 
Rcn Cars 1 1 0 0 2 
l~hine 'Guns 13 7 11 1 32 
Mortars 3 4 :3 0 10 
Observation Posts 9 8 5 0 22 
Trucks 8 17 ' 8 0 33 
Half Tracks 2 1 2 0 5 
88 MH & other Artillery 5 6 4 0 15 
AmnIlnition Dumps 1 0 0 0 1 
PillboXes 4 6 18 0 28 
Locomotives 0 0 :3 0 3 
Personnel 193 155 261 16 625 
P.W.'S 382 1233 407 92 2114 

C1nmATIVS WSSES SUSTAINED FROM THB ENEMY DURING TWr JiERIOD 28 AUGUST 1944 
TO j! lrutCH !~45 

ITEM) HQS CO A CO B CO C RCN CO TOTAL 
M-i8 0- --r- 4"" -r- 0 B 
Motorcycle 1 0 1 0 4 6 
1/4 ton truck 0 1 3 2 3 9 
1i ton truck 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Half Track 0 -0 2 0 0 2 
Trailer 0 1 0 0 0 1 
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StJ),!l~Y o!" Orn?..ATTONS, 602 T. D. BA.TTALI0N !"O!t ffip.):OT) 1 HAP.CH 1945 TO 3D~CH 1945 

During the period 1 March 1945 to 10 ~farch 1945 Ratta1ion less Companies B and 
C operated unner VIII Corps Control. Companies B anrl C remainer u'1ner control of 
6th Cavalry Group. Fran 11 Ma.rch 1945 to 31 !'arch 1945 the entire battalion worked 
.. nth 89th Infantry Divi8ian. 
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&fifjj.!!~tl:JTEJ1 -
SUJOfARY -oF SUPPLY, 602 TANK IESTR01ER BA.TTALION FCR !'ERICD 1 JlARCH 1945 

TO ji ilDCH 1945 

I. Class I Supplies C 

a. »0 ~ iB 8\lpp~ 818tea ~ preceding month.4 JI 

b. No change from preceding Manth. 

II. Class II Supplies, 

a. No change from preceding month. 

In. Class nr Supplies. 

a. }'To change from preceding month. 

IV. Class IV Supplies: 

a. No change from preceding month. 

b. No change from preceding month. 
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UNIT JOURNAL 


1 March 45: Co A fUrnished 90 men, Recon Co furnished 21 men from 1st 
PIatoon (rn addition to 21 men from 3rd platoon who were already detailed) 
to ~uard vital railroad bri~~es'and tunnels. 

2 March 45: Co B knocked out one tank, one observation post and took 
lOUr prisonere. Co C and Co B continued advance with the 6th cavalry 
qroup and reported 400 rounds HE in current drive. Hq Co sent 12 men 
out on bridge ~ard and Recon Co sent 18 more. one new officer was re
ceived and sent to Co C. 

3 March 45: captain coulston and 4 enlisted men went on pass to Paris. 
Three men returned to duty and 27 new men were received. All new men 
were from Armored Force Training center, had 6 months in the army, and 
had no combat experience. The additions brought the Battalion to fUll
Tlo strenr:~th except for one offic.er and one warr~t officer. 

co B knocked-out 3 OP's, 2 machine guns, 2 pillboxes, de

stroyed a raad block, took 57 prisoners, and killed 22 enemy. 


4 March 45: Co Band C reached Kyll River with cavalry. second Platoon 
Rcn co reverted to control of Rcn Co and returned to ourthe, Belgium. 
All replacements received day before were assi~ned to Co A, and capt
Oliver began a course of instruction to acquaint them with TD equip
ment and t~ctics. 

5 March 45: 2nd Platoon Rcn co replaced some of the Co A men on bridge
2U"ard in order to J11.ake available more instructors for the new men. 
~;ord was received that B and C compaines ",'ere movinz "11 th the 6th cavalry 
.... roup to the ,'jorps' north flank. Billeting party went out to select new 
location for Bn CP. 

6 March 45: Bn CP moved to ,V'interspelt, rternany, VP 9180, settinc up 
ilie CP on (}erman soil for the first time. capt oliver and 4 enlisted 

.men left for 72 hour pass in Paria. Major Conlin left for 3 day leave 
in London. Report on GO C's operatlons for 3rd and 4th March, Knocked 
out 6 machine ,:~ns and one OP, killed 46 enemy, and captured 50 enemy. 

7 }.lI'arch 45: Band C companies, took up pO/3i tiona with t"e cavalry on the 
.Corps ' north flank. ~'rord ''las reCeili.J:l "',}-·fl.t our men would be relieved 
from brid,?;e 's-uards the next day. 

8 March 45: All men were relieved from bridge guard. Hq, Rem and A 
preparea-{o move on En order to vicinity of Blei1aIf. ~e:~any. 

9 March 45: Band C co~pan1ed under control of t~e 6th cavalry ad
vanced-toward the Rhine. The extent o~ their prop,ress co~ld not be 
determined. Hq, Rcn'and Co A moved to vicinity of Bla1alf. Germany. 

10 ~1arch 45: Co B knocked out one truck, took 462 prisoners. All other 

elements remained in position in corps Reserve. 


11 !-!arch 45: En received -"/arnin:->; order to ex~ect a 10n,~ !!'love. At 1915
War-a: 'vht9 received that t~e Bn complete was attached to XII corpi. Lt 
~a.=e and Lt crouch left iP1mediately to contact XII corps at Bi tburp;• 
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12 JI;~arch 45: ~n (le9 8 D ani c: ) left vi C!ini ty' of 'Rle"lalf at 06eO and 
arrive-a vfCTni ty of T)U'leldorf at 1000. ,:,otal di st9.!lCe traveled 45 
miles. ~n 8F and ~q located in :indorf, Rcn at Picklisseim, Co A at 
ordorf. D and a companies left their areas vicinity Kelber~ and dlosed 
in uudeldorf at 1400. ~n attached to 89th Infantry Division upon ar
rival. Co ~ is to be attached to 353 Inf Resirr:snt, n co to 354th Inf 

-B_e:~iment. . 

13 I,!arch 45: co A moved with Re',3iment to ?3.d 'Rertrich; 1st and 2nd Rcn 
platoons'-went with GO A and Co B resp~ctively. The rest of the Bn 
moved to Immerath. companies in the line ~et little resistance. Lt. 
~4hi tman and 4 enlisted men went on pass to Paris. 

~'±-J~a..z:<?h. 45: ~'TO chan~e in dispositions. 

15 ~,~arch 45: Bn less C attached' to 353 Inf Re-;iment; Co C attached to 

354th Inf .Re-~iment. plans made for croesin~ Moselle River, main ef
fort to be made by 353rd Inf Re:;t. lfq Co moved to, l)riesch. 

16 Harch 45: 'An CP moved to '3Ueren. Also Rcn CP, with Pion Platoon, 
movea-t;"o-Bueren. "All co with 1st plat Rcn co crossed IvToselle to Merl. 
Co B "fi th 2nd Plat Rcn, cros s~d !,~oselle ,to Neef, and captured 6 ?~..,r s. 
Co C ,,,i th 3rd Plat Rcn co was attached to 355th Inf Rei~t, prepared to 
moved witQ. 11th Armored nivision throucth zone of 89th Inf Division.. ~ 

17 }~arch 45: Bn OF moved to Merl. Co A moved ou t to the eas t wi th the 
353'FQ, to r.fori tzheim. Bn less Co A and C was attached to 354th Inf 
Regt. Co C with 355th Inf Regt followed 11th Armored Division in their 
attach to the east. 

18 March 45: Bn CP moved to Raversbueren (L635l), Co A to Panzweiler 
(~~), B co to ~osenroth (L7043), Co C to Kerchburg (L7649). Re
sistance Wae ne3li~ible, the weather was clear, the roads were sood, 
~nd· progress was excellent. 

19 March 45: Brt less Co C attached to Division· again with mission 

of protectIng 'Division and corps right flank. qq Co moved to Ravers

bueren. Rcn and Bn cpmoved to BUchenbueren (t6747). Co A to Im

menach (L6l47), Co B stayed in Gosenroth, Co C moved to Kirn (LB032).

Total prisoners taken 42. Co A took the two towns of BUeren and 


I_enach. Pioneer platoon reduced two road blocks. At 2100 Bn 
received additional mission of protecting flank after crossing Nahe 
River. 

20 March 45: -B Co with ~nd Rcn Platoon and Pioneer platoon moved out 
at 0730 and by 1030 had crossed the river at Fischl:>aoh. Co A with 
1st and 3rd Recon platoons moved out along a northern route parallel 
to B, Co. Bn less C by nightfall was in vicinity of Mitte1reidenbach 
(WL7925). By 0800 Co C had crossed the river at Kirn and by nightfall
had reached LaUtersheim (14M 2610). This parti,cular day proved to be 
the most successful in the history of the battalion•. No complete re
ports on Co C could be obtained, Put their progress carried them al
most to the Rhine River. Co A took over, 200 prisoners,. B 'co t~ok over 
400 prisoners. The two companies oleared a half-dozen towns on the 
Division flank and made contact with the 16th Cavalry Squadron trom the 
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20 }.~arch 45 cont'd: XX""' c;orps, near Fischbach on trl'v !-:ahe River. ,!,r..e 
Battalion suffered no casualties. B co knocked out or overran 1 tank, 
4 artillery pieces, 4 mortars, and 13 anti-tank ~ns. , 

2~ March 45: co C moved on to porchhein (\'lM 4212) was detached from 
355th Inr-Re3t, and assembled in place. A and ? took six more small 
towns in the area, but did not chanGe their CP's. 133 more prisoners 
were talcen by A, B, and qcn, includln:; 7 offi cers. Hq co moved from 

-Ravershuren to Obereidenbach (WI.. 8023) B captured 3 anti-tank -~uns and 
one mortar. C Co tok 389 P'tT' s. 

22 !-Karch 45: companies performed maintenance and remained in place. 

23 March 45: NO change. 
-. 

24 March 45: En Cp moved to Beltheim (L 8067) and A, B, and C and Rcn 
assembled in the same vicinity. 

25 March'45: Co A attached to Task Force In;ell. B and C companies
attached to Task Force Johnson prepared to exploit bridgehead across 
Rnine to be made at 2602000. 

. 26 March 45: Division crOSSings were successful, but no brid3e was 
i' put in. Both task' forces went up throu:-¢ the 87th lrif Div AR~A and 
r crossed the Rhine at Boppard. They then cut south in rear of the 89th 
t', Divis10n bridgehead and eased the ,pressure ~ufficiently that a bridge 
~ oould be started. Task Force Johnson then headed east and went ap

proximately 10 kilometers to Struth. Task Force Insell ran into some 
opposition and rugged terrain and remained in the vicinity of Kaub. 

I 27 March 45: Task Force Johnson moved on to Kemel, another 10 kilometers 
t 

I· east against only scattered res,.tance. Task Force Ingell was unable 
',' to advanoe beyond presberg, some 8 kilometers east of the river. capt 
~  Hart was wounded and evacuated. Lt Barthold took over command of co 

B. co A killed 14 3n3my enlisted men and 1 officer on a river boat and 
knooked out 4 flak guns. 

28 Maroh 45: Bn CP, Ron CP, and Hq Co orossed Rhine and moved to 
soh'!a: B and cwith Task Force Johnson advanoed to Bad Schwalbaoh, 
some 25 kilometers east of the Rhine. A Co d1d not advanoe. 

. 1 self propelled Mark IV tank. co B got 5 flak guns,
trailers, and took ;07 enlisted pW's and 8 offioer pv'. including 2 

tl Colonels. At 2000 hrs the two task foroes, having oompleted their 
',~missions were disbanded. A wa~ attached to 355 In! Regt, 
ilnt RErgt and C to 353rd Inf Regt for the next day's operations. 

, -29 March ~5: companies worked with their respeotive 
Ins up the remaining pookets in the ,zone. co C got 6 tlak guns. 
groups ot prisoners oontinued to surrender without a 

~"'8E.~~Z:Z==:-ir.,;;;.~;m~t~onKemel (M2074).
~ ~ tinued satisfaotorily. 

1~~==~~==~e~~~:~·_TRICTED 
'~'!'l .,,:J5>; /:' j·C· :;~.• - ;~.it~..~~ .. ,.~_....:..._... ,.._. 
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