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602ND TﬂNK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO NO. 403, U. S. ARMY

. 3 April 1945.

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Historical Rpcords for Period 1 Hdarch 1945
to 31 March 1945. _

Commanding General, 89th Inrantry Division, APO No. 89,
Us S. Army. Attentlon: Historical Section. -
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Under the provisions of paragraph 10, Cg 3, AR 345-105,
, historical records of this unit for the period 1 ltarch 1945 to 31
R Mnroh 1945 are transmitted herewith.
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T ~ . FOR THE BATTALION COMMANDER:
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| CZIDE BERRY,
JG, US&,
sst. Adjutant.

5 Incls:s : ‘
1l - Staff Summaries & Unit Journap.
ﬂ 2 - 8«3 . Periodic Reports,
5 - Incoming and Outgoing uessagep
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w SUALNTES DURING PERIOD:

A:Z Killed in action

Died of wounds
Wounded

Injured

- Captured '
Missing in acttbn
Interned
Hospitalized (sick)
~ TOTAL:

LACEMENTS 3

& Reguisitioned during period O
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‘Recelved during period
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Decorations Awarded:

NAME
S/Sgt Harold T. Haynes
8/Sgt Julius S. Orsak
lst Sgt James T. Wilson
8gt Ravil B. Branham
Sgt Warden Corum
Sgt James B. NMcCarthy
Sgt Marion F. Meredith
Cpl Raymond W. Berg
Cpl Bruno J. Kowalski
Tec 5 Jesse James
Tec 5 Howard L. Dean
8/Sgt Norman McGowen
Capt Walter D, Hart
S/8gt Otha H. Shannon

IV. GASUALTIES RETURNING TO DUTY: OFF
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ORGANIZATION

Co A,
Co A,
Co ’
Co ?
Co C,
Co A&,
Co A,
Co B,
Co G,
Co B,
Co B,
Co B,
CoB

Co B,

602nd
602nd
602nd
602nd
60<nd
602nd
602nd
602nd
602nd
602nd’
602nd
602nd
602nd

~TD
TO
TD
TD

TDI
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Bn
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AVIARD
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Eronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Sronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
HBronze Star
Silver Star
Croix De Guerre
Crolx De Guerre

Final tction is pending on the following recommendatlons:
QBGANIZATION

NAMB
William L. Still, Capt
Jomm Be. Coulston, Capt
M/Sgt John S. Terpstra

' S/Sgt Harold T. Haynes

Sgt Thomas C, Connor
Sgt Willle L. Deering
Pfc John N. McPherson

Red Co, 602nd TD Bn

Hq, 602nd TD Bn
Hq [Co, 602nd TD Bn
Co ‘A, 602nd TD Bn
| 602nd TD Bn
ColA, 602nd TD Bn
602nd TD Bn

Co A,

CO;A’
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AWnlD
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
BEronze Star.
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
Bronze Star
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c. luber of persommel authorized Purple Heart durin: Cerlod:
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T : 0 6

i-le
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" COIIEIDATIONS

One commendation was recelved during the.period (see copy
attached)

WMISCBLLu O US ¢

a. Personnel section moved from Glndorf, Germany to viclnity of

'els, Luxembourg to work with 89th Infantry Division Adminls-
trative lchelon. -

b. o changre in wrevious nmonth in the handling of nail.

-~

ce Opecclel Service:

ls -iLt. Pilaroscia, Hq Co, assumed the additional duty as
Bn Spcciul Service Officer. Four radios were obtalned
) a::C issued to the companliese.

e burliclent coples of Stars and Strines and The Yank
,Ja;qzine vere recelved to malte distribution of approxinatcely
ten coples per COLIPUILY o

Oe ..elllous services rfor all faltihs were aeld weexly pro-
viced the tactical sltuatlon perultted,

4o Panses: Three officers and twelve enllstec men visited
rar.s, rrance on 72 hour passes during the perilod.
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CUMULATIVE IOSSES INFLICTED ABAINST THE RNEMY DURING PSRIOD 28 AUGUST 19LL
TO 31 MARCH 1945 T

ITEMS CO A CO B co C RCY CO TOTAL
Tanks 23 1L 6 0 3
' Tanks Damaged 0 3 0 0 3
7 Flak Guns L 5 6 0 15
Anti Tank Guns 1 19 5 2 1,0
Armored Cars 3 1 1 0 5
Ren Cars 1 1 0 0 2
Machine Guns ~ 13 7 11 1 32
Mortars 3 h 3 0 10
Observation Posts 9 8 5 0 22
Trucks 8 17 - 8 0 33
Half Tracks 2 1 r 0 5
88 MM % other Artillery 5 6 I 0 15
Ammanition Dumps . 1 0 0 0 1
Pillboxes L 6 18 0 28
Locomotives 0 0] 3 0 3
Personnel 193 155 261 16 625
PW.!S 382 1233 Lo7 92 211,

CUMIATIVE LOSSES SUSTAINED FROM THY ENEMY DURING THW BRRIOD 28 AUGUST 19k
TO 31 VARCH I9LG

ITEMS HQS CO A COB C€OC RCN CO TOTAL
=13 ‘ 0 3 L T 0 B
Motorcycle 1 0 1 0 L 6
1/, ton truck 0 1 3 2 3 9
1 % ton truck 0 1 0 0 0 1
Half Track 0 0 2 0 0 2

0 1 0 0 0 1

Trailer
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SUMMARY OF OPERATTONS, 602 T. D, BATTALION ¥OR PSRION 1 MARCH 194S TO 31YARCH 19LS

'b

During the period 1 March 1945 4o 10 March 1945 Battalion less Companies B and
C operated under VIII Corps Control. Companies B and C remainecd under control of
6th Cavalry Group. Fram 11 March 1945 to 31 March 1945 the entire battalion worked
. with 8%th Infantry Division.

o
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SUMMARY OF SUPPLY, 602 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION FOR PERIOD 1 MARCH 1945
H 1945

I, Class I Supplies;

——— &e No change in supply system from preceding month,
be No change from preceding month,
II. Class II Supplies;

a, No change from preceding month.

ITII., Class IITI Suppliess

a., No change from preceding month,

IVe Class IV Supplies:

ae No change from preceding month,

b. No change from preceding month,
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1 March 45: (o A furnished 90 men, Recon Co furnished 21 men from 1st

Platoon (iﬁ addition to 21 men from 3rd platoon who were already detailed)
to zuard vital railroad bridces and tunnels.

- 2 March 45: (o B knocked out one tank, one observation post and took

-——Four vrisoners. Co ¢ and Co B continued advance with the 6th cavalry
group and reported 400 rounds HE in current drive. Hq Co sent 12 men
out on bridge guard and Recon Co sent 18 more. One new officer was re-
celived and sent to Co c.

3 March 45: Captain Coulston and 4 enlisted men went on pass to Paris.
Three men returned to duty and 27 new men were received. All new men
wvere from Armored Force Training center, had 6 months in the army, and
had no combat experlience. The additions brought the Battalion to full
T/0 strensth except for one officer and one warrant officer.

co B knocked-out 3 OP's, 2 machine guns, 2 pillboxes, de=
stroyed a raad block, took 57 prisoners, and killed 22 snemy.

4 March 45: (Co B and ¢ reached Kyll River with cavalry. Second Platoon
Rcn Co reverted to control of Ren Co and returned to Ourthe, Belgium.
All replacements recelved day before were assigned to Co A, and Capt
Oliver bezan a course of instruction to acquaint them with 7D equip=-
ment and tactics,

5 March 45: 2nd Platoon Ren Co replaced some of the Cco 4 men on bridge
zuard In order to make avallable more instructors for the new men.

word was received that T and ¢ compaines were moving with the 6th cavalry
Troup to the 7orps' north flank. Bllletinz party went out to select new
location for Bn CP. :

6 March 45: 3n CP moved fo winterspelt, sermany, vP 9180, setting up
the CP on Terman soil for the first time. capt Cliver and 4 enlisted
men left for 72 hour pass in Parlis. Major Cconlin left for 3 day leave
ir Tondon. Rreport on Jo ¢'as operations for 3rd and 4th Marchg Knocked
out 6 machine ~uns and one OP, killed 46 enemy, and captured 50 enemy.

7 Yarch 45: B and ¢ companies. took up positions with t-e cavalry on the
Ccorvs' north flank. WWord was receis:d “rat our men would be relieved
from bridse zuards the next day.

8 March 45 111 men were relieved from bridue gﬁard. Ha, Rem and A
prepared f£6 move on Bn order to vicinity of Bleifalf, re many.

9 March 45: B and ¢ companied under control of the 6th cavalry ad-
vanced toward the Rhine. The extent of their progress could not be
determined. Hg, Ren and co A moved to vicinity of Bleialf, germany.

.lg_Marchaﬁii co B knocked out one truck, took 462 prisoners. All other
elements remained in position in corps Reserve, .

11 March 45: Bn received warnings order to expect a lon; move. At 1915
word was recelved tnat the »n complete was attached to XII Corps. Lt
nare and Lt Crouch left immediately to contact XII Corps at Ritburgz.
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12 parch 45: =n (less © and ¢ ) left vicinity of RrRleialf at 05C0 and

arrived vicInity of pudeldorf at 1000. motal distance traveled 45
miles. ™n SF zand ~aq located in -indorf, Ren at Picklisseim, co 4 at

" ordorf. ™ zand £ companies left their areas vicinity Kelber. and closed

in mudeldorf at 1400. =®»n attached to 89th Infantry Division upon ar-
rival. Co A 12 to be attached to 353 Inf Re:siment, T Co to 354th Inf
Regiment. ' .

13 march 451 0o A moved wlth Reziment to Rad Rertrich; lst and 2nd Rren
vplatoons went with o A and Co R respgctively. The rest of the Bn
moved to Immerath. Ccompanles in the line ret little resistance. Lt.
whitman and 4 enlisted men went on pass to Paris.

14 march 45: %o chance in disvositions.
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15 March 45: Bn less ¢ attached to 353 Inf Reziment; Co ¢ attached to

354th Inf Re~iment, ©Plans made for crossing Moselle River, main ef=-
fort to be made by 353rd Inf Rext. #g Co moved to nDriesch.

15 March 45: ®Rn P moved to Bueren. 4lso Ren CP, with Pion Platoon,
moved to Rueren. "A" co with 1lst Plat Ren (o crossed Moselle to Merl.
o B with 2nd Plat Rren, crossed oselle ‘to Neef, and captured 6 »y's,
go ¢ with 3rd Plat rRcn co was attached to 355th Inf Re:st, prepared to

moved with 1llth Armored nivision throu:h zone of 89th Inf pivision.

17 March 45: =®»n P moved to Merl. (o A moved out to the east with the
Z53rd, to roritzheim. Bn less o A and ¢ was attached to 354th Inf
Regt. Co ¢ with 355th Inf Regt followed 11lth Armored pivision in their
attach to the east. -

18 March 45: Rn GP moved to Raversbueren (L6351), Co A to Panzweiler
(16958), B Co to zosenroth (L7043), co C to Kerchburg (L7649). Re-
sistance was nezligible, the weather was clear, the roads were z004,
gnd progregs was excellent. S

¢

19 March 45: Bn less go C attached to Division'again with mission
Bffprotectlng Divieslon and corps right flank. Hq Co moved to Ravers-
bueren. Rcn and Bn cpmoved to Buchenbueren (L6747), Co A to Im-
menach (1L6147), Co B stayed in gosenroth, Co ¢ moved to Kirn (18032).
Total prisoners taken 42, go A took the two towns of Bueren and

IMmenach, Ploneer platoon reduced two road blocks. At 2100 Bn

received additional mission of protecting flank after crossing Nahe
River. T

20 March 45s ‘B co with 2nd Ren Flatoon and Ploneer platoon moved out
at 0730 and by 1030 had crossed the river at Flaschpbaoh. Co A with

lst and 3rd Recon platoons moved out along a northern route parallel
to B co. Bn less ¢ by nightfall was in vicinity of Mittelreldenbach
(WL7925). By 0800 co ¢ had crossed the river at Kirn and by nightfall
had reached Lautersheim (WM 20610). fThis particular day proved to be
the most successful in the history of the battalion.  No complete re-
ports on go ¢ could be obtalned, but their progress carried them al-
most to the Rhine River. (o A %00k over 200 prisoners, B Co took over
400 prisoners. The two companies cleared a half-dozen towns on the
Division flank and made contact with the 16th cavalry Squadron from the

B - RESTRICTED 1
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20 March 45 cont'd: XX corps, near Filschbach on tw. YNahe River. The
Rattallon suffered no casualties. =R Cco knocked out or overran 1 tank,
4 artillery pieces, 4 mortars, and 13 anti-tank «uns. N

21 March 45: co ¢ moved on tc vorchhein (WM 4212) was detached from

Inf rezt, and assembled in place. A and = took six more small
towns in the area, but did not chanze their CP's. 133 more prisconers
were taken by A, B, and rRen, includinz 7 officers. Hq Co moved from
T Ravershuren to Obereidenbach (WL 3023) B captured 3 anti-tank .uns and
one mortar. ¢ co tok 389 Py's.

22 Varch 45. companles performed maintenance and remained in place.

23 March 45: No change.

24 March 45: Bn CP moved to Beltheim (L 8067) and A, B, and ¢ and Ren
assembied In the same vicinity.

25 March 45: (o A attached to Task Force In;ell. B and ¢ companies
attached to Task Force Johnson prepared to exploit bridzehead acrcss
Rhine to be made at 2602000,

. 26 March 45: Dpivision crossings were successful, but no bridze was
pat In. Both task forces went up throuzh the 87th Inf piv ARTA and
crossed the rRhine at Boppard. They then cut south in rear of the 89th

. Diviesion bridgehead and eased the .pressure sufficiently that a bridge
could be started. Task Force Johnson then headed east and went ap-
proximately 10 kilometers to Struth. Task Force Insell ran into some
opposition and rugged terrain and remained in the vicinity of Kaub.

27 March 45; Task Force Johnson moved on to Kemel, another 10 kilometers
east agalnst only scattered resistance. Task Force Ingell was unable

to advance beyond Presberg, some 8 kilometers sast of the river. (Capt
Hart was wounded and evacuated. It Barthold took over command of Co

" Be Co A Kkilled 14 3n3my enlisted men and 1 officer on a river boat and

Q knocked out 4 flak guns.

P " 28 March 45: Bn CP, Ron OP, and Hq Co crossed Rhine and moved to Dore
.  soh&ld. B and C with Task Force Johnson advanced to Bad Schwalbaoh,
some 25 kilometers east of the Rhine. A Co did not advance. (o C got
1 self propelled Mark IV tank. ¢Co B got 5 flak guns, 11 trucks 4

¥*. Ccolonels. At 2000 hrs the two task forces, having completed their
. 'mlasions were disbanded. A wag attached to 355 Inf Regt, B to 354ta
1 Inf Regt and ¢ to 353rd Inf Reigt for the next day's operations.

ﬂ29 March 45: companies worked with thelr respective regiments in clean-
ng up the remaining pockets in the zone. (o C got 6 flak guns. Small
groups of prisoners continued to surrender without & fight.

Bn CpP, HQ, and Ron moved to Kemel (M2074). capt Hart re-
08 pontimied satlisfactorily.
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TION CHANGED o '
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n 354 Inf Regt sector, but the
sfl malntenance.






