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THE OPERATIONS OF THE RFCONNAISSANCE COMPANY,
603 TD BATTALION, CCA, 6TH ARMORED IN THE
BRITTANY PENINSUILA, NOR'I'H FRANCE CAMPAIGN

12 AUGUST 1944

(Personal Exper:.ence of a’ Reconnaissance Company
Comander) :

INTR'onuchN ’v \
This monograph covers the operat.lon of the Recomalssaﬁce Cﬁroﬁiﬂ 3
603 TD-Batt.aln.on’, CCA 6th Armored, in the'Brlttany P_enlnsula from
‘»1—12 Augu.st. |

‘ Durlng these days thls reconnalssance company served cont:.nuously

";a‘s the eyes and'. ears for CCA, so t.h;s monograp}_l mght. actua];y be termed

' a h:.story of CChA. Ih this monograph I intend to 'describe the actions of

‘ Can armored. column mak:mg a successful acplo:.t.at:.on move oi‘ 250 mJ.les in

a per:.od' of less than 2 weeks, General Grow has already w_rltten for the

V'«V VFe,bruar.y :191(7 Military Réﬁiew, the 'h.istor;r of this sfé;.c from a division
V'_,standpoint.' Major Hemmond in his monograph last year pr ovided additional
research. For my’ part, I mll attenpt to portray the m:.stakes, short

"\ .“-:-"“& :'

' .com:.ngs > faz.luras, hardshlps; o )'d oi_‘ leadersh:.p», that I saw during this

operat:.on. : For the sake of briefhess and continuity of mj story, I will
' uéuaily o'rhiﬁ any fefe;'encé to i;he ﬁig pic"tt‘_:re. As a cohs-.eqt;ence, the
) Areéder .éhouid consider tﬁis manusceript as .a' supplémejnﬁ to the st or:.es
':_.:alrea;dy‘written on '.this Vsubje.ci;.. My mis s:i}m ‘will bé to reveal what I was
'supposed to do » how I did it, alwavs bear:mD in mind that :.n the fog of
.bat’c.le, 50 much and so many of the establlshed doct.rlnes of the war were
"violated.- My story bea:ms w:.th .reference to the pre-combat days of
- th.hev 'Cpm_x'aan.‘z. -
| THE_GENERAL SITUATION

" In Normandv nobody knew or woula tell us just what to expect in the

way of combat nlans. As a conseauence, reconnaissance company was. daily

_ taken to the beaches ab Cateret (Jest Normandy) for the purpose oi‘ fam-

‘iliar'izing themselv'es-with the -handling of_ enemy minesf This proved

: valuéless as very few mines were jmet with during 4,000 66;11!>at_ miles .the

rec;onnaiséande"ﬁnit.iater was destinéd to COH'Lpifte. : '
As an example of pgor judgemert » I can mention that in Normandy the

company was forbidden to open the sealed msps that were carried across the
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Channel. _¥hen the maps were flnally ava:.lable upon leav:mg Normandy,

alas! .They were for ground we moved over admlm.stratlvely. The maps

‘we needed neéver beca.me avallable. On'the 31lst of July, 1944, the first

‘ d:Lrect mission was given the reconnalssance cmnany by the battalion

commander. "{:Lth apolog:.es for the exoected. unpleasantness, the’ Colonel

steted the road had to be cleared of. debris to :mclrde aIIJ_ dead horses.

: At thJ.s tlme the battallon was: w:.th CCR, the leadlng echelon of, the divi-

‘ 's:Lon. The next afternoon, lst of August I was ordered to report to- the

CCA Commnder General James Taylor I took-a road map along (1:25(_),000);_

" the best T had of the area; There I received the following mission from
) v”f_'Ge,n‘eral Tzylor: He said, "Get golng as fast as you can, I mll dlrect
Vyou. How fast can you move out ?" 1 I‘Eplled T would llke at least one

" hour to brief my platogn 1eaders to see what we heve in the way of maps,

to 1ssue an. order. For mstance General, I have a 608 radionin my M8

armored car, you eve a 508 in your tank, - How will I tie in with you?"

. General Taylor retorted, "What do you suggest'?" I answered "I owill

- get my battalion CO to give me another off:.cer, I expect he will have a

vehicle and he will keqo behind your tank giving you J.ni‘ozmatlon as I
Pass. it beck ""Jell General I better. geb gomg." So began the orgun—'
ized chaos I was to be part of

No sooner had_ I returned to the company CP than a relayed-message

- came in, the.vt the General wanted me to move. immediately over the Pontau-

ver. .Br;z,dge, as CCA had only a limited times to clear the bridge,

V,Thus ended my all too short brleflng of the company. I was. comp elled to

order the compa ny to oroceed just as in Louisiana maneuvers, in 3 columns s

- mission: Zone Reconnalssance. 1st Platoon tazce main axis - 2nd Plat.oon

- left roads - 3rd-Platoon right oerallel roads.

ENRMY INFORMATION AND AND 'I’ERRAIN

A study of history shows the following five German Divisions were in

Brittany. 343, 265, 266, Infantry Divisions and 2nd and 5th Parachute

- Division. ' There was however, absolutély no enemy intéllisence given to

my company. After having gone a couple of miles,”th'eleff plétoori ran:




- Py . <
into two Tiger tanks, one being viorked upon., Thess were rendrted and
by-passed. The platoon on the right ran into “an enemy scout car con-

taining 16 Germans. This was cuickly knocked out, several Germans killed,

'.several‘prisoners taken; the remaimder escaping through the hignh hedge-~

rows. The platoon on the main axis'pro'cee'ded iminte‘frupted. That evening
the combat command bivouacked in the \.ricinity of Antrein having gone

about 15 miles, Fire fights were Qdmon all during the night-as numer- ‘
ous Gérmans infiltratéd'through the recomnzissance company area. At
dayl:'_tght,' Augﬁst 2nd, numerous dead Germsn paratroopers were found arcund
the company per:'uneter, vietims of our devastating machine gun fire., During

&
the morning our colurm was strafed by Ger.rran 10915

As i.;he‘reconnaissz_‘:nce
compeny mov ed ’_c_hrou;gh towns, it reduced numer ous. undei‘endéd roadlocks.

At this time the French civilians were noticesbly absent. In the evening
about 6 o'clock, seve_ral German automobiles carrying officers and énlisted
men were captured. A short time later énany of an unknown strength wes
met. Rifles, burp. '*ups, machine guns were firing from all directions.
Later our own light artillery and mortar fire landed in owr area. Cur
support, hesring the sound of Germen weapons, decided to give us fire

support even though they did not know exactly where we were. Vhen the .

. i ‘ ~
resistance wzs finally overcome, the advanced guard commander ordered

the recomnaissance company to move 2 to 3 miles forwsrd where it would
outpost the combat command position. By this tims it was dark. A4s the
comp cny enterad Heen it found a well prepered road bloc:; in front of the

g into town. The rozd block was fired upon by our 37mm

The sound of German rifle fire could be heard. & French
informar was found who said he had seen an hour sarlier s an estimated
200 soldiers throug'lout the town. Vith this informticn, the reconnais-
sance com'.any was ordered to fgll badk while their CO adjusted concen-
trations T"irec:l by the 231st FA Battalion. The recomnaissance company
spent the night dismounted, probing through the town. On the morning of
3rd fugust, B Troop of the 86th Reconnaissance Sguadron was given the

mission of leading GCA. Reconnaissance company followed. This was the
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V tf:'irst.‘and. only occaeion. £hé, ‘company;did: not serve as point for fhe oolu‘mn.
is B ’frnop neared "Eauron, “'.sh‘ey- '?.rere engaged by appro%imetely 250 enemy
soldiers. "Vithin minut'ee' the 'com':.‘ariy commander was L:illed and the com-
pany lost two arnored -cars and one Jeeo. Althouph my company was in the
rear, I was forws rd obser\r-np with th:Ls troop. Generc.l Grow :Ln hJ_s ac—_
count. of this act:.on conaemns the troop for miazs 1ng the westward road at
Gael' thereby vo:.dlng t.he costly delay at Iu’auron. However, rather than ‘
;_retraoe 1ts st.eps, the CCA Cor:mander dec:Lded to overcome the re51stance.
- . T-h:\.s_ requl-red_ t_he rerglalnder of the day. ‘As a resu]_t of tn:Ls engagement,
.- (I eonsidereri thls the'.reason) the oommand blvouacked for the m.ght. Ac~ '
- t.ually Bhe combat command er had recelved a new m1551on. I was never
_acquamned with this fac;. Howc—ver 5 ab daybreak the conpeny moved out
V_lasv _point. The command was "Head north. noa read:mg of the ‘history reveals
that CCA was given the surprise miesion of t ak:.ng its areillery, t’ank
:destroye 1S, encineers and reconna:.ssance and l:.nking up vit.h CCR, proceed

to D:Lnan, l:,l; miles to. the north.’ At noon, as the company reached Broons,

A ERE I

the mlsslon .was ohanged by General Patton who had visited the Division

C P As the comoany was turhing around, it spotbed 2 German«tanks, 2
armor:cars and perhaps 30 soldiers. -These were at a range of VBOOO yards
s0 ‘c.l'le;}r were. not engaged, Later on, CCR was to engage these vehlcles.
’.th'le in Broons, . M'Aoerican airmen from a knocked down B-24 were found.
These men, although h::_dda] ouf for mere than a year had no enemy informa~
tlon of wlue. 'In order to mke up for this backtracgung loss. of time

' and dJstance, no halt was made the night of the hth. Fortunatelv there

TN

was somé moonlight. By 2L00 the company. had D'nne more than 100 mlles -

. some kind of a reoord' for armor on & day move. On the morning of the 5th,
the recomnalssance conpany commander -asked General. Taylor for relief in
order to take on gasollne, ammum.tlon amd to clean out the d:.rt in t;he
muzzles of the guns. Up to this s the ‘company had always had a mlssmn,

day or night. The Ceneral did secure from the dJ.VJ.SlQn the use of D
i b

iy

Troop, g6th Recannalssance ofp.e. dron who had been on the south plank.

Reconnalssance company pulled J.nto a : d to await gasollne brucks. The

company commander acrmalnted the new point leader w:_th the general s1tua-

tioh as he kmew it. It is an J.nterestlng pomt that bhis Cavalry Troop '
P .
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~could have no radib-contact with CCA, instead their informastion would go

'tQ."Zhe. Reconnaissance Comnany Squadron thence to 't,he division,' thereafter

to VCCA., ’?Jhlle in the refueling area the Reconnalssance Conman,v Commander

# a

Bupi-titd

1learned the ccmba’c ‘command des:_red to go north from Fauoe r'ather than
'west. As a cons equence the refuellng could not be tot.ally conbleted and
| the’ com“any :unmedlately moved to the point’ of the command once again.

' Up_on learnlng t.ha_t CCA c_h_d not 1nteni to fol]_-ow _1_) Troop as planned, and
‘as. they could not be Acont.ac’ted_by Reconna-iésaqee'Cqm;:any 608 ra;die_,' the

' Reconnaissance Company Commander sent 2 motorcyclists to warh theni of

ﬁhe Toute change. The motorcycllsts reqched D Lroop as they were run.n:Lng

‘:.nto a dug—:m pcrachutlst unit of cons:Ldereble strenrxth. One motorcyclist

was able o re’curn w1t.h this informtion., The other was wounded and cap-

tured. (Later thls man was found in a French hosp:.t.al, thus :_nd:.cet.mg

the Gemans e acuated the wounded. In la’oe afternoon the pon.nt reached

'Huelgoat.' From‘ highground the co'npany commander could get h:.s comnany
“into flre pos:.t,lons, the greater pert of the enemy had teken off, However,
. t,he guns soon ooened fire, k:LllJ.n,a about a dozen Germans s ‘knocking out
the src field p:.eces by dn-ect hits and starting an arm'nunltlon dump burn~
‘: ing and - explodlng.. A short time later, General Grow came to seve vhat the
‘flrn.ng‘was about-. He entered the toyé_n from another dii‘ectioﬁ with CCR.
He sfl;'ayed to see _tﬁe mopping up of the German's strong points. Thereafter

. Co‘x.nbat.' Gommand . A mo#ed'anether 10 miles. .As the Reconnsissance Company

'ente_re'd:t:he szall town of Feuill§ the order was given to halt for the

- night. This necessitated Reconnaissance Cdinpar;y backing ﬁp about 300

yerdsvin order to kieep out of the town., This bottled up the roads and

- traffic as the advanced guzrd was clos ed ﬁp on. the point at this timé,

Itiwas nearly midnight when a éCA meeseng'er' came forward. to say that Gen-
eral Taylor wanted‘ to see the Reconnaissance Company Commander irrespect-
ive of the time.. The CO at this time wes in Peuill talking with the FFI.
Here he learned that the Germans _ﬁaé preparfefi positions on the hills north
of town, After much difficulty, ﬁhe _Recc@maﬁ.’ssaﬁce -Company Commander found

the General, awoke him, redeived a new mission to move out at daylizht.




. This meet.lng is ment:.oned becnuse of the secur:.ty s:.gn:i‘lcunce. There

| were no sentmes on the road, no CP guides s ho.visible security measures.

- The’ only means of find:u_ng anyone was by s:_ght:.ng silhoustted veh:.cles and

' numbers. Upon returnlng to the Comr:any aree, the noise of horses and
'wagons and Germans. could be heard very eudlbly. Lieutenant Jager, the .
Ploneer Plctoon Leader was co'ltacted and he reported that. they had been

. mov‘lng by s:.nce shortlv after the company commander had gone to the eombat
‘@ommand CP. Jager Stated he had reported the enemy to the advancegf guard

; commander but that he seaned dlsmterestea ana letharclc. Lieutenant Jager

’ I‘urther stated t,hat ‘he haa kllled several Gerrrans w:.th h:.s nlst,ol as they
'vlnnocently wallfed near to the company headnuarters « On the morning of the
6‘bh as the company sbarted to leave t'he blvouac arss, a ra:Ln of fire,
(artlllery and mortars) fell on the column " The company cb.smounted, pro-—
ceeded as In"antry, advanced to the far corner of the town where there was -
a cemet.erv Two er;any .mor‘tar poeltions were des_troyed here, VWhen the fir-

’ inﬂ. ceased, the comr:eny ret.urned to their vehicles and divided into 3 merch
unJ.ts s each with 2 mission of attenpting to fJ.nd a route to the north or
west i’rcm the tomm, Although 3 r routesﬂ aupeered on the nap, nelther platoon

' was able to make any progress due. to sniper fire and p=rsondl hesitation.
As the General was dlssatlsfledwlth the progress made, the Reconnalssance
_Com}:any Commander went to the right platoon with a determnatlen to push
through if et. all possible. The neconnalssance Company had made so little
.nrogress the ent:.re command, although mounted for hours was not able to
start out of the bivouac area, The column after having made several 'm.les,
called in to the General to report a route was now availeble. Minutes
later, upen reaehing the crown of a hill, seversl flares were fired over

" our heads, _-Soon mortars, burp guns and machine guns opened ui) on s,
Uni‘ori}uh&t ely the lack of maintenance and time to clean weapons during.
this» five day period almost brought destruction to the column. Machine
guns were too elirty to fire. - This left only the bazooka for fire rower,

. This v:edpon, gimed high in the air, exploded upon impact; thus acting

like a s;nall mortar. Some hed:rerows were notlced to be smokln. as 1f oh

:f'ire. Detonatlm on the dry leaves unaoubtedlv hau started =z 81zeable Tire,
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The machine guns on the jeeps were unavaileble, as small arms fire caused
the scouts to abandon their vehicles. At this time the reconnaissance
company had a platoon of light tanks attached to it. These came forward

fast and were used to spray machine gun fire into the hedgerows. The

iring of t;,he Germans ceased. By reason of the slow progress made because -
of enemy Harassment, the Genesal d_ecided to merch all night. Unfortunately
the night was very dark and progress was slow. At this ‘time the movement
was in char;ge of the executive. 6fficér,Lieutenant Niles, as the Company
Commander had had aimost no sléep for five days. In the morning, General
Tgylor was irritated because tln.e conipany had only moved a few miles durinyl
the night. About 7 AM the Company Commander picked up a F‘rench gu::.de who
took him (11t.=rally cross country)v:.a tral:lsla;u:l .v;c;n"en ﬁelcs . The beauty
of such travel was that there could be no fear of German embush as the
Germans never could expect us to follow such a poor route. However‘, the
route was direct towa d Bz-est., vent through no towns of size, and permitted
rapid p'r'og_ress until I’Lersgs;pt was reached. Here two I-iebelwerfers were dis-
dovered as well as machine positions. During the afternoon the leading
vehicles of the company had been bombed by a single P 47 who dropped two
estimated 250 poﬁnd banbs. One of which was short the other over, This
bomb disturbed the morale of the comwany and caused them to abanc’;on their
pravious initiative and ageressiveness, The combat Commander-;::orciered

two liaison aircraft to double chepk what reconnaissance company had :.1‘6'7—
ported Unfortunately these plan;es were shot dovm & few minutes later, .

As z result, tﬁe company w;as dismounted, and advarced to knock olit. the gun
nositions. Before the company could be reassembled, mounted and readied to
move forward, the advance guard upon orders of the General'had pushed thwough
causing reconnaissance company to fall in column behind the advanced guard.
4s night came a heavy fog fell over the area. Movement hzd stopped, so the
company slept in its vehicles until 3 MM, at which time the company was led
inte a bivouac arsa. Instructions were given to the reconﬁaissahce compény
to dig in by its Company Commander. ' No such instmctions appesred to be o
given fo the tainkmen, the Infantry, the Engineers, gnd other miscellaneous

groups in the area. The company was up at aayhbht c¢leaning weapons.,
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Shortly, the heaviest German barrage evér witnessed during the entire war
by this company, fell on the entire advance guard position., Vehicles were
hit by direct fire and accurstely observed fire., Dozens of vehicles were
.buming. Mahy men. without proper fox holes were hit. The yell for medics

was continuous. At this time it was determined that we were on'a hilltop,

a flat plétéau with no exit (cul de sat;)v The entrance was bloclked by

knocked'out vehicles that had tried to flee &urihg the barrsge. Later it

" was determined from finding s_eve'ral‘duds that guns as large as 8 inch coast-
al guns md fired on bhis prominent terraﬁn featwre. About _60 vehicles were
-either knocked out or abandonevdA on this 4hi11’;, while about 150 casualties
were received by the personnél of the advance guard., Many of the vehicles
were later regained, repaired, and made servicesble again., The men of the

' reconnaissance company were directed to hold their fox-~holes until the shel-
ling abzted. This‘letfup occurred about two hours later, at which time the
reconnaissance company commander rounded up many lost, v-.rc.»unded, and shell-
shocked individuals and walked about four miles, arriving at the Division
CP, the first unit it met. That evening the coapany, minus the six\:vehicles
loét during the morning bivouacking, near Plabennef/ had to i_‘o}lmr 37 and 50
mm ammunition from the tank company. Zbout 11 PL., the cofpany received a
mission to protect the left f],.an!x; and rear of the 6th Al*JI;ored during ijt's
attack uponérést. The Company Commender went back to his Battalion GO to
report his week's activities. The battalion had béen with CCR. Cn the way
back, a field értillery unit was_ﬂushing several Germans out of the woods,
4s T was going to the division CP area', T consented to bring back General
Carl Spang to the P enclosure. Upon interrogation it was found he command—
- ed the 266th Infantry Division, and that he was making his way to Brest.
.The Battalion GG was visited. The next day I learned Lt. Col. John Jinniece
was killed in the bivouac area by a soldier of sn adjacént unit. This is
pointed ocut in order to show the danger of night movement. In other words,
énuntersigns and passwords did not always succeed with nervous soldiers, The
morning of the 9th, the company jumped off in the direction of Brest, pro-
grlessed about 3 miles, felt thet contact wss imminent when z liaison of ficer

czme up saying that the 6th Armored had been atbacked in the rear and that




my mission would be to protect the division rear and right flank. The

advance guard was ‘to be the rear guard and vice versa. It is interesting
t.ha\‘: on this occasion, the artillery batberies were firing hoth north and
south with alternzte guns. With the help of strong air support of P 51's
the division knocked out the 266th Infantry Division and advanced several

milr-'s . t.hls time with contact made, the reconna:.ssance caonpany expected

.Ireedom- rom act: on for the ourpose o; cleaning guns, mintaining vehicles i

e

tunln» x'adlos that had 211 bounced out of operation. The afternoon of the
10tb,x uenDEal Taylor told the Recomnaissance Company Commander that he would
continue to mop up to the west of his present position, proceeding to the
coast. For this mission, lA Platoon of TD's, 1 platoon of light tanks, 1

FO, and 1 battery of FA were éttached._ The reinforced company moved out
several miles, Ehen-decidéd to sét up an ambush for Germans trying to get

to Prest, This proved to be successful as many PY's were taken, General
Taylor then cslled the CO again, hending him a letter from General Grow,
Commending General, 6th Armored, cz2lling upoh the Germen coastal garrison

to surrender. It was pointed out to/ueneral Taylor that the reconnalssance

\

company had no German speaking md:.v:.duels :Ln it, an interpretor was borrowed

from CCA Headguerters., After 12 hours of negotiating, the reconnaissance

campany CC arranged for the surrender of 600 German 67 ficers and . Yhile
hhe ng-.gotiationé were going on, the German Coastal Batteries were shooting
at _:_Wt'cf:n several miles to the north. To my knoﬁ-rlec‘ige, there were no friend-
1y troops 3.n that vicinity. T still bel ieve that the Germans were firiﬁg
at their own troops, unless they were merely trying to desurov the towh,
Upon being led to the Gef'man rosition, it was necesss ry to pass through sev-
eral mine fields. The position the Germans were to surrender could have been
most difficult to conquer. The Fi's were shuttled to reconnaissence CP where
division picked up the prisoners the next day. Just as the last Pi's were
being brought in, the reconnaissance company received 2 mission of preceed-
ing with CCB to Lorient, more than 100 miles away. .

In summarizing, in this brief account of. a small unit's aétion, one

notices the versatility of recomnaissance units.. In a report of limited .
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length, it is img;ossible to tell all the missions this comp any of 122 enli.ét-ed
men and 6 ovfficers performed. ilany time? it’ séz-ved as en@;.jneers, pre-pari;ig'
routes for the combat commend, r_eméving mine fields, \pbéta‘cles, ‘z;egai.ring
bridges; is Infantr&,; ﬁy,j‘i:ighting_:'Qi-s:'noun_bed)" gs tan'és, by us:mg a shock
action of 50 ceiibez"_machine guns end 37's. In covering thesz 250 miles
“there wefe no men killed, although several were ca.ptured, and about 15
trmundéa includihg 3 officers., The company worked day and night., Cn 2
occasions working 2 days and 1 night continuously. General Grow has vfritt-en_
an interesting account of these adventurous days in an article entitled "HEpic
of Britteny.® .Major Hammond of the Officers idvanced Class of 1947 has fur—
‘ther writtén on the same subject, General Patton, Colonel Allen, and others
have referred to the Brittany EIpic. I have read dozens of other articles
conceming our unit and neighboring units. However, vhat I read helped me
in no way. I have written as I would at the time of t!'.ge‘ events. Cld letters,
conversations with several members of the 603 TD Battslion have refreshed my
menory. Althovgh the accomplishment might be considered successful, I have
tried to point oub how there could have been b‘etterAtactics used. I have

‘ignored the strategyswhy we shouldn't have ever gone tc Zrest, would be a

prd

volure in itself, I merely tried to -E:ring cut thst the division leaders
were vehicle oounceveryooay wanted other units in front of» then, It is
interesting that th=. division losses for this period were killed, 1%0missing,
70:1::01_mded, 398, combat vehicles lost, 50, obher vehicles, 62, guns, 119

[
mhes captursd, 4,000,

For lessons learnsd: Units should be given time to clean weapons, take
on ammunition, gasoline and eat, Efficiency could have been greater if
relieving units were available. That was a great pboblan. Support and

main body was attacked by air but nsver by tanks or infantry, Resistence

could not elwars be by-passsd. Reconnzissance compsny could generslly force

P oumept

panetration before advancegd znerd could deploy and come forwsrd. Reconnais—
sence by-fire wes common, 4 display of strength caused Germans to hide.
The attempt to perform zone recomzissance rsther than arez reconnais-

sance was unsuccessful., Actually it was found th=t on a repid advance no
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. flank protection is needed. FHowever, the trains on a halt needed protection.
The deployment‘of the advanced pguard should have been autonatic when the
point vas héld_ up. Instead it was too cautious, deployed too far back,
thus failing to. reach the scene of action until the mel€e was over.

Anotheér leéson: VWhen hostile air attacked, the machine gunners fired
at the airplaﬁes, not where the planes would be by the time tﬁe bullet reached
the aréa.

Cne of the i;nost critical mistekes of this indoctrination to combat was
that one combat command did pot Imow where the other commands were. Besides
this lack of ground cocrdination, there wes little zir coordinetion. Witness
the bombing of the company by a friehdly P L7. Perhaps much of this con-
fusion wes caused by a critic;l shortage of maps. Om some_occasions, there
was but a single map for the entire compazi;\r.

4ir was helpful, mostl_y_'by their failure to destroy any briciges in
- Brittany. AL no time were we cielayed while engineers could.build 2 bridge.
As far as I know, the enginéers hzd no missions while on this exploitation.

As for the Pfinciplés of Har, ws see principle of objective being
overlooked., The recoﬁr;aissance company proceeded for 3 days before learning
where they were to go (BREST). A4s _for‘surprise, division made full use of
it. - However , my opinién is thst Germans were trying to fall back to their
coastal defenses such as at Brest and Lorient and that they didn't plan
any cielaying action.: |

As for simplicity, the Commanding Generzl attempted to supervise the
execution of orders, wheress the combat commander was complacent and there-
by fzilted to check closely his subordirmte leaders.

4s for mass, the armored column would by-pass resistence if strong,

if wesk, use fire-power and advance,

Speed on the battlefield is s very important factar.
achieve success where other jmcasures feil. Planning end preparation is

often of more value than speed.

The nmost importani contribution I can offer conczrning this operstion,
was thet 211 officers were not lsaders. Success in battle comes from courage

on the battiefielci. Cftentimes a company will be stimulated to atiain an
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objective by the timely appearance of a general or colonel. Vigorous
action, personel courege is especizlly needed on a2 fluid frong. 4 tribute
must be paid to the medics on the road. Ambulances were rolling hsopitals.
The Gersens wer: perticularly carefu;!. to zvoid firinz upon vehicles carryihg
2 Red Cross flag. Tribute must also be paid to the FFI. They handled &l1 -
the Pi's, furnished reconnaissance information, aided in the reduction of
roadblocks.

is Zor arnamerrbs,' the ¥8 armored car was impervious to Germen smz1l
arms. Qur 50. caliber mzchine zun and 37mm cannister terrified the Germans.

As for logistic*;al support - the army suppl;,? point was 205 milss to the
rear as the column nesred Brest., Considering theit it takes 125 ,OQO gellons
of gas to i1l all the fud tanks of the division, we can sse nov;busq the
G--4 must have been,

Thus ended the Tirst exploitetion of 2 gresn division. During this
trmo weeks of action, the division hzd 130 idlied, 70 missingz, and 398 wounded.
Combat vehicles lost, 50, other vehicies 62, guns, 11, snemy capbured 6,000,\
with an estimsted 3,500 killed.

Such low ratio of losses to successes looks good on ‘the record. However,
to inject & note of discontent, many of the lives lost perhzps could have

bzen saved if the rlanning had been more complete and handed dovmn in time to

)..J

be of wzlus., I arrive at this finsl conclusion because I saw the 6th Lrmored

Divisioh become in lazter moniths 2 supsrb division. One of the main ressons
for lzter successes was the living, slsening, esting, fightihg together of

conzosite teams of infentry, tanks, artillery, engineers, end reconnzissance.

In cther words the division had had very little Pieawm® training., ¥When they

[ED

ot it, they were unbeztezble.

iy
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