THE INFANTRY SCHOOL
GENERAL SECTION
'MILITARY HISTORY COMMITTER
" FORP BENNING, GEORGIA

"ADVANCED OFFICERS COURSE
1946-1947

THE OPERATIONS OF THE 605TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALI ON
(NINTH ARMY - XIIT CORPS) 1IN THE CROSSING OF THE ROLR
RIVER, 14 FEBRUARY-17 MARCH 1945 (RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
- (Persomal experience of a Battalion S-3)

Type of operation desoribed: RIVER CROSSING AND EXPLOTTAPION

Major Vineent C..Gueria, Infantry




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE

IBAEX . s ittt inensorsossnseanvooeosonososennsosanascnnsse 1

Bl DL O O DY . et s aareacanscsssonssrscasesnsossananess
InEroduetion. vh e uvsoeesrsensorrsversarveronsaononesvunno
Troop LISt vuviasevocasaososoeocsasnsonncossnsoscarsass
Geographios]l FealUreS t.cevreencrsonsnsesccovnosanconne
Organization of the Towed Tank Destroyer Battalion.....
Principles T1lustrabted uuueovensnssoassooeasssonsesonsse
With the 102nd InTantry Division ceeesseesesrsroceassncs
D Doy MIinus 1 cuuessceescenconsanessosonosanensnssansos
D DBy et itravnsnarecusssacassastsascossoasenctenneds
AcT0BE the ROBY sussisesscoiavnncnssoscosenoonnssosanes
The Breskout From the Brideehegd .vevesveecscecnsscncns
With the B4th Infantry Division to the Bhine .....evee.
With the 411%h Field Artillery GTouUD secvecessveravvens
Anelysis and CribtioiBm veveevoosssovnoosssancvocrsosess

LESSQHS L A R R N NN R

Map - Holland - Germany 1:850,000 General Map

B

o W > ;W

10
15
17
19
28
24
a8
a9
32

Operation "Grenade". Tab A

Map - Germany 1:50,000 Linniech Ares Tab B




2-10
A-11

A-12

HI BLIOGRAFHY

History of the 605th Tank Destroyer Battelion

"Hehearsal for the Rhuine™, Lisutenant Gensrsail
W. H, Sfmpson Commend and General Staff School
Military Review Ootober 1945

Extraot from History 1Q2ma Infentry Divialoen
{to be published)

The 84th Infentry Division in the Battle of Germany,
by Lt. Theodere Draper

The Twenty-first Army Group from Normandy to the
Baltie

180 Days, Major General 4. C. Gillem (Cogmending General
IIII Gorps) U. 8. At War Peo, 7, 1944 - Deo. 7, 1948,
Pt 57

Peremiters in Parsgraphs, by Gol. Conrad H. Lanza
Field 4Artildery Journal, May 1945 P. 268

The U. S, North Flank, by Major Thomas J. Brett

‘Cavelry Journal, September - October 1946
- Blennial Repoxt of the Chlef of Staff of the United

States Army July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1845
Finel Report af Genersl REisenhower

"Preparation for "Grenade" an extract from the official

Ninth Army History. (to be published)

Annex to XIII Corps Artillery Periodioc Report #80
Tank Destroyer Summary of Operstions Roer to the Rhine




THE OPERATIONS OF THE 605TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

{NINTH ARMY -XIII CORPS) IN THE CROSSING OF THE ROER

RIVER, 14 FEBRUARY - 17 MARCH 1945 (RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
{Personal experience of a Battalion S-3)

INTRODUCTION

On 14 February 1945, after a two day motor mareh through
France, Belgium, and Holland, the 605th Tank Destroyer
Battalion arrived in the Siegfried Line town of Teveren,
Germany. While the battaslion settled itself in billets and
began 1ts motor end gun meintensnce, the battelion commander,
accompanied by his 5-3 and one Lisison Officer, reported to
Headquarters XIII Corps in Kerkrade, Holland. (1) (Teb A)

At Corpe Headquarters they were oriented on the forth-
coming Rosr RBiver crossing operation by the Corps Antitenk
officer. He explained that the Ninth Army had been placed in
the line in the northera half of the Aaschen sector in late
October by absorbing the XIX Corps and its three vetersn
divisions in the line from First Army, and by receiving the
XIII Corps with two Infantyy Divisions sll newly arrived in
Europe. (28)

The initial mission at that time was to fight through
the remaining five miles of the ten mile belt of Siegfried
defenses, selze bridgeheads amcross the Roer River et Linnieh
and Julich, and be prepared to operste to the Bast toward the
Rhine River. By early December the first of these missions
hed been accomplished, the Siegfried had been breeched anajthe
Rinth Army wes in possession of the west bank of the Roer
from Linnioch through Julich and to the South. (3)

On 16 December the German launched his attack through the

(1) 4-1, p.% (2) &-4, p. 10 (3) 4-11, p. 101
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Ardennes and the Ninth Army turned its thoughts from the im-
pending drive %o the Hhine, sssumed the defensive and devoted
itself to supplying troops and supplies to First Army. (4)
4III Corps with two divisions occupied a front along the Roer
of about 20 miles. The Ninth Army was placed under the oper-
ational control of 2lst Army Group on 20 December. {8) 1In
early January, with the successful liguidation of the "pulge"
assured, the Ninth Army turned again to offensive planning.
The Army was to remain under 2lst Army Group, be bullt up to
& strengith of three Corps, and make the Main Effort of the
41lied drive to the Rhine. (6)

With the reduction of the "bulge" the Roer River rose %o
Historieal prominence., Captured German Engineer Documents in-
diocated that by blowing the Roer Dams the water level eould
be raised nine feet flooding an ares from 1,000 to 3,000 yards
wide. The threat of this flood and the ineident destruction
of gll crossing means and resultent isolation of any combat
foree across the Roer, was a constant deterrent to the planners.
A7)

On 8 Februery the First Cenadian Army leunched its attack
Southeast along the lower Rhine from the vieinity of Nijmegen.
The thaw, flooding, and fanastical resistance of the Germen
Torced this attack to bog down, but by 12 February Cleve, the
northern hinge of the Siegfried Line, had been captured. (8)
First Army ordered an attack to capture the Roer Dams South of
Duren, This attack caused the German to blow the discharge
valves of the lower dam and release the water stored behind it.
(9)

(4) 4-11, p, 101 (5) 4-11, p. 103 (8) A-5, p. 231 (7) A-11,
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The river overflowed its banks elong the entire Ninth
Army front. The water level Tose over five feet in two days.
The width inereased to as much as £,000 yards and the speed of
current to six to twelve miles per hour. An unseasonable thew
had begun 31 January and the Roer beoame impassible for an
estimated minimum of two weeks. Conditions of the banks and
approaches were especially bad after the inundation. (10)

The only eourse open was an indefinite postponement of
the assault pending recommendations of the Army Engineer on
suitable speed éf flow and recession of flooding. The delay
gave time for additional Engineer - Infantry training, allowed
time for build-up of mdditional supplies and troop strength,
and made more time available for plenning to sll echelons. {11)

By mid February the Ninth Army was built up to strength
of three Corps as follows: (12)

TROOP LIST

XIII Corps £IX Corps

84th Infentry Division &%%h Infantry Division
102nd Infantry Division 30th Infentry Pivision
5th Armored Division 83rd Infantry Division

2nd Armored Division

XVI Corps Army Reserve

35th Infantry Division 95th Infentry Division

79th Infentry Division

8th Armored Division

The front line at this time waes the river itself from the
Army South boundary %o & point North of Linnieh, On the left
the enemy still held the west bank and angled back to meet the

{(10) 4-6, p. 51 (11) A-3, p, 3 (128) 4-2, p.23.
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British West of Roermond. (13) (Tab A)

The general plan of the Army commander was to force two
simultaneous assault orossings of the Roer River st Linnich end
Julich when flooding subsided. Then turn to the Northeast,
end in conjunotion with the British and Canadian forces destroy
the enemy between the Rhine and the Meuse, and seize the west
bank of the Rhine between Neuss and Mors. The First Army was
to attack with a strong corps on the left to proteet the Army
South flank as far as the Irft river. The XIII Corps crossing
at Linnieh with two Divisions abreast would seize Erklenz and
Rheindahlan, bypass Muchen-Gladbach on the west, execute a
right turn, eapture Krefeld, and close on the Rhine in that vi-
cinity. The XIX Corps was to cross at Julich, seize Harff se-
euring the Army South boundary elong the Erft River, capture
Munochen-Gladbech, and close on the Rhine between Neuss and
Uerdingen. The XVI Corps was to cross behind the XIII Corps,
capture the Siegfried defenses from the rear, protect the Army
North flank, and link up with the British and Canadisn from the
North. This operstion was to be known as Operation "Gresnade".
(14) (Tab 4)

.GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The Boer runs roughly parallel to the Gesrmen Border end

the Rhine River from the Meuse on the North to Duren., The Roer
ie 65-80 feet wide at mean water although it reaches a width of
200-265 feet in winter. It has a depih of 2-5 feet at low
water and a depth of 12 feet at flood tide. The river is ford-
able at some points South of Linnich at low water. It flows
through a wide swampy velley eut by many parallel streams snd
ditohes, and under artificial flooding it reasches a width of

(13) a-2, p. 22 (14) 4-8, p. 23
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from 1,000 to 3,000 feet and is completely unfordable., (15)

The terrain between the Roer and the Rhine sloped gener-
ally from South to North. The dominent terrain festure in the
aree was the Linnich-Harff plateau, a low hill mess between the
Roer and Erft Rivers, which permitted observation for sbout
five miles west of the Rosr. Observation from the west bank
was good and covered the entire floor. However it was dominate
¢d by the platesu scross the river. Once across the river
barrier the offense was favored by the absence of any well de-
fined ridge system. Large areas of open flat terrain were
broken only by gently rolling ground and some wooded areas, Ob-
servation posts located in church steeples and on the roofs of
buildings, dominated the approsches to all enemy held towns.
(1e)

Fields of fire throughout the entire zone were excellent.
Even the wooded areas were olean and free from undergrowth and
were cul by many roads and firelenes whioch afforded good fields
of fire.

Routes of communiestion in the enemy zone were superior.
The heavily populeted Rhine-Cologne plain possessed an ex-
cellent road net. The roads in our area due to the heavy troop
movements, supply build-up, end an early thaw were adequate
but required en enormous smount of engineer maintenance.

The nearest cover on our side of Roer River was a slight
rise four hundred yards from the River bank. The enemy ocould
get some cover from behind the reilrocad embankment running al-
most parallel to the River in the Linnieh sector. Except for
the wooded areas near Waldniel the only cover and concealment

to be found in this area was in the towns and oities. (17)

(15) 4&-4, p. 132 (16) A-3, p. & (17) A-4, p. 131
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Beyond the Roer were well prepared obstacles ranging in
depth back to the Rhine., The first of these was a double line
of trenches running South through Erklenz to Linnich, thence
East to the Erft Ganal. Some five miles farther back was a
second defense line covering the approaches to Munchen-Gladbsch.
These defenses ineluded trenches, mines, and wire, and numer-
ous heavily defended towns and villages, and they faced gen-
erally West and Southwest. Numerous canels and smell rivers
had been extended ss enti-tank obstacles by the construetion of
anti-tank ditches. The unseasonably early thaw hed mads the
terrain soggy, and restricted the use of srmored vehicles in
oeross country operstions. (Tab 4)

A1l sights were nnfavofable for daylight crossing. The
west bank offered little cover and the enemy held the observa-
tion and fields of fire Trom the higher ground on the east. The
Air Forces were prepared to assist the assault by "SBaturation®
bombing of the far shore. However, this operation would re-
quire setting H-hour et about noon to allow the planes to take
off and return to base within daylight hours. H-hour was set
at 0330 hours end the air effort was to be directed to & ma-
mouth "Isolation of the Battlefield" bprogram to be ocarried out
on D=1, (18)

The Corps plan was to oross with the 84th and 102nd Di-
visions abreast. Secure a bridgehead and be brepared to oper-
ate to the North and Northeast on order.

The orientation by the Corps anti-tank offiocer was eon-
cluded when he received word that his recommendation for em-
ployment of the 605th Tank Destroyer Battalion had been approved.

The unit was placed under the operational control of the 108nd

(18) 4-2, p. 22.




Infantry Division. {(19)
ORGANIZATION OF THE TOWED TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

Bsfore ceontinuing with this narrative 1% is necessary to
inform the reader of the organization of the Towsd Tank Des-
tro}er Battalion. The 605th Tank Destroyer Battelion {(Towed)
was composed of & Headquarters and Heamdgquarters Compeny, three
identicel Gun Compenies, and & medical detashment. The Head-
quarters CQmpény waes made up of two Reconnsissance Platoons
end the necessary administretive and supply sestions. The Gun
Companles contalned thrse plateons of four gune each. Xaoh
Plateon hed its own seocurity seetion for locel protestion. The
primary weapon of the Battalion was the 3Y Gun M-3, of whieh
there were 38, towed by the armored Half-Track personnsl car-
rier, M-3.

PRINCIPLES ILLUSTBATED

Throughout this monograph I wish to oall the readers
ettentioh to the following illustrations of principle which
are to be emphasized. The extreme flexibility of the Tank De-
stroyer Battelion in its trensposition from primary role of
Anti-Tenk to secondary roles of reinforeing artillery and dir-
_.eet'sﬁpport-ot Infantry. Also the flexibility of the unit de-
seribed in mgking repid transfers from one location to enother
and from one attachment to enother with the minimum loss of
time ané effort.

The soundnees of the teehinique ef major river ocrossing
eperations as taught in the service sechools is illustrated by
this operation: The adventages of night attack when ocarefully
planned and.exeeuted with boldness, and the soundness of the
fmeriocan doetrine of the use of Armored Foree in bypassing

enemy strong points, enclreling them and leaving them to be

(19) &-1, p. 3




mopped up later by troops @spegially equipped for mop-up
operations are also emphesized. I wish to direct attention
especlally to the state of perfection reached by the Infantry-
Tank-Artillery-Air Force Team in the accomplishment of this
mission,.

WITH THE 102ND INFANTRY DIVISION

Upon reporting to the 108Znd Infantry Division the Battal-
ion was plseced under the Operational Control of the Division
Artillery in which seetion the Division Anti-Tank officer
functioned, The Division Artillery commander oriented the
Commender 605%th Tank Destroyer Battalion on the Division plan
for the assault erossing of the Roer. The plen was, in ocon-
junetion with a simultaneous assault by the 84th Infentry
Division on the North, %o cross with two regiments abreast, one
at Linnich and one at Roerdorf, seize the southern portion of
the Linnich~-Harfy plateau, secure the right flank of the Corps
bridgebead and be prepared to operate to the North and Hast
‘on order. D-dsy was to be set at the earliest practicable date
dependent upon improvement of flooding conditions and decreeg-
ed speed of flow., (20)

Artillery smmunition was being hoarded for the prepara-
tion fires and all artillery firing within the Army was lim-
ited to ten rounds per gun per day. Howsver, due to a recent
modification in the Tank Destroyer Tables of Equipment which
substituted 90 MM Guns for 3" Guns in many unitvs, the amount
of 3" ammunition availeble in the Army dumps was sufficient for an
ambitious firing progrem. For this reason and because the Di-
vislon assault plan oslled for the marking of the initial ob-
Jective with Illuminating Shell, the only celibre of which,

(2‘3) *&""3, po 1-
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available in the theater, was 3" U, S. Havy Star Shell, the
Division Artillery Commasnder ordered an early disposition
for this Battalion.

One company was directed to occupy indireet firing posi-
tions in the vieinity of Freisldenhoven to replece one com-
pany of the 771lst Tank Destroyer Bsttalion which was being
withdrawn from the line to receive the new 90 MM Self Pro-
pelled Destroyer M-36, This company hasd the mission of Tiring
harrassing and interdictory missions and reinforeing the fires
of one of the organic Artillery Battalions of the Division.

It was also to fire the mission of marking the initial ob-
jective snd giving direction and timing to the attack from
H-hour to dawn by firing the Illuminating Shell. Two other
compenies were to be attached to the assault regiments for use
as designated by the Regimental Commander., These units were

to have a high priority of crossing on infantry support bridges
to give initiel anti-tank protection to the bridgehead during
its early vulnereble hours. (21)

The Battalion Commander returned to the command post,
conducted a brief staff conference at which he explained the
situation to his assembled steff officers and received their
recommendetions while waiting for the Compeny Commanders to
arrive. The Company Commanders were oriented on arrival by
the Battalion S-3 and received their initisl combat order ver-
bally from the Commander,

"B" Compeny was ordered to relieve the company of the
771st Tank Destroyer Battelion in its positions near Freiaeld-
enhoven, ocoupy as many of their installations as possible,
and establish lialson and communieation with the supported
Field Artillery Battalion. "A" Compeny, reinforeced with the

(21) A-12, p. 3
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First Reconnaisssnce Platoon, was attached for operations to
the 405th Infantry. "C" Company, reinforced with the 2nd
Reconnaissance Flatoon, was attached for operations to the
407th Infantry. It was anticipated thaet the Reconnaissance
Platoons would be of invaluable assistance to the Gun Compan-
ies in the assault orossings by meking reconnsissances for
gun positions, clearing and marking routes through mine fields,
sweeplng assembly areas and position aress for mines with
their organic mine detectors, end by providing reeconnsis-
sence to the front and flenks of the gun positions. The
Battalion Commend Post, Medieal Detachment, and Administrative
and Supply sections of Headquarters Company were prepared to
move to & new location in the vieinity of the Division Artil-
lery Command Post. (22)

The remsinder of the day was spent in establishing liaison
with the supported units, reconnsissance for and selection of
positions and assembly aress, preparation of reports, and
movements to new areas. By 16 February all units were in their
new locations., ™A™ and "C" Companies were in essembly aresas
in their regimental areas, and "B" Compsny was in its pogi-
tion ares at Freialdenhoven, The Battelion Commend Post and
Rear Eohelon oceupied an abandoned brick Kiln near the Di-
vision Artillery Command Post., (Tadb B)

The piggeet problem encountered by the Battalion to date
was in teking over the ammunition of "C" Company 77lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion on the position by "B® Company of the
605th. Due to the speed with whieh this turnover was sccomp-
lished during the hours of darkness, an accurate count of

ammunition by round and itype was not made, and consequently all

(22) Personal observation.
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future accounts,  expenditure reports, and requisitions could
not be made to balance out, This was a source of much griel
to the S-3 and S-4 who were required to submit daily raports
to Corps on ammunition on hand, expended, received, and re-
quisionead,

On 16 February "B" Company registered each of its pla-
toons from en observation post in the attie of the School in
Linnich. On that night 1t fired its first haressing mlssions
along enemy routes of communication asross the Roer. During
the next two days it perfeected its communi sation with the
reinforesed artillery battelion and the operation of its Fire
Direotion Center by firing platoen amd compeny conaentrations
on eall, Rangeé were generally six to nine thousand yerds
for the unobserved missions snd twoe to four thousand yards
on the observed fires. Thg vol;;e of enamy counter-battery
fire on these pomitions snd its aceuracy made the oontinua-
tion of these fires inedvisable. Consequently the majority
of haressing missions thereaftser were fired from roving gun
positions which were seleotsd by the platoon lemder during
daylight and eeoupled by two guns per piastoon under conceal-
ment of darkness for the "ghoot" at night., This "shift"
arrangement within the platoon gave the orews an opportunity
to rest on alternate nights.

The erea behind the river was so seturated with corps,
division, and armored artillery of all calibres, tanks and
tank destroyers im indirect fire bositions, and anti sircrart
artillery, thet most positions seleoted wers in or very near
the  position areas of these units. Counter battery direoted
against these guns shortly after they opened fire made these

detachments most unpopular with the surrounding units,
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On 20 February, "A" Compeny was ordered to initiate
reconnaissance and select gun positions elong the high ground
South of Roerdorf ffcm which it could support the 405th
regiments crossing by direet fire on located enemy point tar-
gets. The high ground on the near bank was excellent for
this in that it dominsted the entire velley floor. However,
it was in turn dominsted by the still higher ground on the
Tar side of the valley. Direct firve positions suitsble for
only one platoon were located; so the company commander recw-
ommended that the remsinder of hig company ococupy indirect
positions forward of Welz. This was approved. The positions
were dug and ococupled under concealment of darkness and by
the morning of 21 February they were ready to open fire., Two
observation posts were established to direct the fire of these
guns. Enemy observation bosts end machine gun positions were
fired on and neutraliged. One eneny fighter bomber atteoked
the indireect f;re positions and a hundred pound pomd fell be-
tween the two platoons. Needless to say the battelion command-
er on his daily inspeoction of the compeny later that day, found
no @iffieiences in the units passive alr defense measures.
Foxholes and gun positions were dug to ample depth, (Tab B)

Company "C" moved forward to a position of readiness at
Geraonsweiler@agﬂ svailed itself to the time for regonnsissance
of orossing Qgéﬁgs, road and route reconnalssance, observa-
tion of the enemy terrain from air photos and Liaison Air-
eraft, and arignt&tion of 8ll men as to their specific duties
once the river was erossed. (Tab B)

The Battalion Commander and staff spent these days planning

for the erossing and the follow up, voncerning themselves with
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priorities of crossing of units, traffic control, disposi-

tions on the far shore, ammunition and gasoline resupply, ete.

The Battalion Commander maintained personal liaison with the

Division Artillery Commander and the commanders of the assault

regiments by frequent visits to their commend posts., He

made frequent visits to the compenies and talked with the men

&8 much as possible, He found morsale high and esprit de

corps good mainly as a result of the similar high morel, es-

prit de corps, and state of training of the infantry troops

and their appasrent high regard for tank destroyer support. (23)
On 21 Pebruary the commending general of the 102nd Infentry

Division addressed the assembled officers and non commissioned

officers of the 605th Tank Destroyer Battalion. Since the

river crossing was to be this units first combat operation

he wished to reassure them that he hsd aonfidence”in them and

their ebility to accomplish the assigned mission, In so

doing he sllayed any extraordinary fears of the men and further

improved morale and the feeling of "belonging" toward the

k 1028nd Infantry Division.

D DAY MINUS 1

On 22 PFebruary the Battelion Commander was oalled to
Division Artillery Command Post to receive the Division Field
Order. He was accompanied by the $-3, and before departure
he directed that all company commanders be assembled by his
return. At the Division Artillery Command Post the written
Division Field Order was issued along with the Field Artillery
Annex., After the meeting of all unit commanders a conference

was ordered by the Division Artillery Commander, to be attended

(23} Personal Observation.
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by the Division Anti-tank officer, the Commander of the Artil-
lery Battalion whose fires "B" Company was reinforeing, and the
Battalion Commender and S-3 of the 605th Tank Destroyer Bat-
telion. A% this conference final coordination was accomplished
on the importent mission of firing the 3" Illuminsetion Shell

to light the objective and give direction and timing to the
attack. The Division Artillery Commander expressed some con-
cern over the success of this plan end instruoted all present
thet he considered this one of the most important gingle missions
of the essault., The Commander of the 6O5th Tank Destroyer Bat-
telion was also informed that as a result of the execess speed

of the current in the Roer River it would be impossible to

cross the two tank destroyer companies on the infantry support
bridge as was planned snd consequently our crossing priority

was moved from first on the support bridge to third on the
treadway. The anti-tank compenies of the regiments would re-
plece us on the support bridge, and we would follow the self
propelied ftank destroyers and the tenks over the treadway bridge
on eall,

Another chenge which was contemplated was that if enemy
interference with the bridges was too great, and the assault
troops advance was according to schedule other units of the
605th Tank Destroyer Battalion might revert to battalion con-
trol with a mission of protecting an exposed flank or repelling
& hostile tank counter attack.

After a brief staff conference at his commend post the
Battalion Commander oriented all company commanders on the new
plen, and issued an oral order. This order was later confirmed

in writing with overlays. He reemphasiged the importanece of
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the battelion missions and covered in detail the plans which
would be followed when the companies weverted to battalion
control for the orossing. Administrative detalls were checked
and found satisfactory. A new forward command post locetion
of Frieldenhoven was announced and the company commanders
moved out. (Tab B)

The Forwsrd Command post consisting of Commender, S-3,
8-2, B.l, Reconnaissance officer, and company jeep messen-
gers in three armored cars, M-20, and 8% tons moved to its
new location in Frialdenhoven. They occupied the evacuated
billets of one of the asssult battalions whieh had moved Tor-
ward to its final sssembly area. Wire was laid to "BY som-
peany's switchboard and the battalion was in wire communica~
tion with all other units in the battalion and division. Rae
dios were silenced until H-hour.

D pay

At 0245 2% February 1945 the artillery preparation began.
"A"™ Company and "B" Company lent the fire power of their guns
to the avalanche of steel which rained down on the enemy's
located and suspeocted positions, routes of communication, re-
serves, and assembly areas, (24)

Two guns of "B" Company stood silent, however, until
0330 when the preparation was 1ifted to allow the assault
troops to sross. At exactly 0330 the gunner of the 2nd pla-
toon pulled the lanyard and signalled "on the way". At pre-
cisely every five mihutes thereafter alternate guns which had
been layed, sited, checked, and rechecked for direction and

elevation, fired one round of 3" Illuminating Star shell with

(84) A-2, p. 20
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fuse cut to burn 20 seconds in the ailr, and the remainder of
its 60 second burning time on the objective. TFiring was
supervised by the platoon leader, the company commander, the
division enti-tank officer, and a répresentative of the Corps
anti-tenk officer. A wonder that these poor harassed gunners
were able to perform at all,

Simultenecusly with the firing of this first round of
star shell the first assault boats of the two leading infantry
regiments touched down on the far shore. Epch of these units
was accompanied by four men of the 605th Tank Destroyer re-
connaissance platoons. These men were equipped with mine de-
tectors and redtos. They assisted the asssult troops through
the mine fields on the far shore and kept the battalion well
informed of the advance of the infaﬁtry,- They were also abvle
to call for and adjust the direot and indirect fire of the
supporting tank destroyer guns,

Dawn found the advance going according to schedule in
all except one respect. The construection of foot, support,
and treadway bridges, already difficult because of the swift-
ness of the river, wes made impossible by the deadly aceurscy
of the enemy artillery felling oontinuously on the site. By
dawn all enemy smsll arms fire and ground observed artillery
fire was swept from the sites, but previously plotted and
registered unobserved fire kept the bridges out periodically
all day. (25)

The terrific pounding by our artillery preparation had
eut mach of the enemy's communieations, and the spsed of our

advance behind this pounding ellowed the infantry to move

(25) 4-3, p. 15.
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through the elaborate defenses with reasonably light casual-
tles. By skillful use of fire and maneuver and excellent ine
direot fire support they were able to expand the bridgehead
%o & depth of epproximetely three and one half miles by night-
fall.

The German was quick to recover from this attack, snd just
after derk on 23 February a strong counterattack of approz-
imately battalion size supported by about 20 Mark IV and Mark V
tanks was launched against the 405%th Infentry right flank at
Boslar. This attack was repulsed by infantrymen with indivi-
dual enti~teank weapons, and & nine battalion artillery con-
centration. Four Mark IV tenks were knooked out. Counter-
attacks supported by tanks were tried all along the bridge-
head that night. Some hed local successes but the line held. (?6)

Early the next morning the attack was joined by Self Propelled
Tank Destroyers of the 77lst Battalion, and Tanks of the 70Llst
Tenk Battalion. The advence was repid but resulted in heavy
casualties in men and tanks. Eight M-4 tanks being knocked out
in one aetion. (87)

ACROSS THE ROER

By noon 24 February it was felt that a dangerous gap was
forming on the division's right flank, Orders were received
for "A" Company to revert to battalion control and for the
battalion %o eross on the treadway at Linnieh and be ready to
occupy positions on the right flenk in vieinity of Tetz and
Boslar to proteet that flank from tenk and infantry attack.

While enroute to the bridge at Linnich the pridge was put
out of action by direct hits of heavy artillery, and by a near

(26) 4-3, p. 17 (27) Personal observation.
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miss by an amerial bomb. Therefore the column was rerouted via
Roerdorf where that bridge had just been put back into oper-
ation. "A™ and "C" Compsnies begen to cross in one column at
1445. Due to the swempy condition on the far bank, and the

- mine fields before Tetz, it was necessary to turn left to the
Linniech rosd to move inland toward Gevenioch, thence toward Tetz
on the Julich road.

4 traffie Jam resulted near this crossroads when & delayed
action bomb exploded eratering the road, destroying several in-
fantry vehieles and the personnel thereon. XEngineer mssistance
wes not available so all troops in the area pitehed in to repair
the orator so that vehiqles could proceed. This work was ham-
pered by the acourate 1n§erdictory fire that was placed on
this road junetion. '

The commending officer and S-3 were able to bypass this
erater in a jeep Ove? a hastily corduroyed bypass which deteri-
orated after about ten vehiocles passed over it. The delay of
the gun companies at this crater gave the commender and $-3
time for a hasty reconnsissence snd selection of general area
from which to defend, and time to contact the infantry pattalion
commanders on the ground, Positions facing Southesst running
from the outskirts of Tebtz in front of Boslar and to Hompech
were selested for "A" Compeny. Though this sector was greater
then 3,000 yards, it was strengthened by a low mershy stream
running perallel to its front. MaA® Company was able to move
up, and ocoupy these positions just prior to darkness 24Fe b~
ruary (D plus 2). (Tab B)

"G" Company crossed behind ™A™ and rejoined the 407th

Regiment forwsrd of Gevenich. The Company Commander of "C¥
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Company and one enlisted man were wounded during the cross-
ing. "B" Compesny orossed the treadway bridge =t Roerdorf
under ooncealment of darkness 24 Fevruary, and wes led into
position between Hompeoh and Hottorf by the light ot the
burning tanks., The defense wes coordineted with the infentry
battalion on the ground and communication wes established
50 that the tank destroyers could be notified when the in-
fentry withdrew. &5 February was spent in loocating forward
infantry battelions and reconnalssance for new positions to
dDest acoomplish the mission of protecting the exposed right
flank by leap-frogging one company over the other 2,000
yards behind the advancing infantry.

The Battalion was relieved of its initial reaponsibil-
ities by Combat Command "B of tﬁe 5th Armored Division whioch
had orossed on D plus 2, 25 Pebruary, and moved into the
Baslér aree. On reconneissence with 5-3 for new positionsg
for "A™ Compeny the Lieutenant Exscutive of A" Company, ana
driver were:seriously wounded when caught in heavy artillery
ooneentratioﬁa_ ¥hile "AY Company was Preparing to move from
1ts initisl position 1t was struok by a loeel infantry count-
eratvack, One officer, a platoon leeder, was killed in the
sharp fire fight.

Under comcealment of darkness 25 February "A" Company
ocoupied positions in depth in the Hottorf-Ralshoven ared.
This area, the main axis of advance of the 102nd Division,
was subjected to heavy artillery preperations throughout the
night. (Tab B)
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THE BEEAKOUT FROM THE BRIDGEHEAD

On 26 February the 5th Armored Division was conmitted
from behind Lovenich in an attaek to the North to out off
Erkelenz, The drying condition of the ground and continued
good weather favored this plan. The attack was successful
and the c¢ity of Erkelenz was entered 26 Fevbruary. Company
"C® of the 60Bth Tank Destroyer Battalion was relieved from
the 407th Infantry, and attached to the 406%h Infentry, and
asslsted this unit in the asssult on the town by overhesad
direct fire, from positions on the high ground Southeast of
the town. (Tab B) (27)

The rapid advence of this day reguired rapid displace-
ment of "AY™ and "B" Companies in order to aceomplish the
mission of protecting the exposed right flank. Coordinastion
was made at the Infantry Repimental Commend Post in Erkelenz
to be asssured thet no dangerous gaps existed.

During this period the Reconnaissance Platoon performed
Yeomen service in meinteining continuous contact with the
XIX Corps units on the right flank. Through their motorirzed
patrols the Battalion was informed of the loocations and for-
ward positions of the leading XIX Corps units., We were aﬁle
to determine from these reports when the flank was covered.
These reports were so current that this informetion when
passed on to Regiment and Division was often the latest
available at the higher headquarters.

The next mejor objeetive in the division zone was the
c¢lty of Bhindshlen, hub of the vital rosd net of the Southern
-and Western approsches to the built ﬁp area of Munchen-

Gledbash. (28) (Tab A)

(27) 4-1, p. 4 (28) 4-2, p. 25.
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The battalion continued its leap-frogging of & minimum
of one company per day in order to keep up with the con-
tinued advances of the assault regiments. The incomparsble
sombination of the Infantry - Tank - Artillery - Air Force
team was t00 much for the Germen who gave ground desperately
under the foree of this team.

By February the 102nd Division was ssourely in possesg-
ion of Rheindshlen snd wes beginning its preparation of the
turning movement to the East %o close on the Rhine. Late in
the afternoen "B¢ Company was displaced astride the main
Rheindehlen Muchen-Gladbach road. At approximately 1800 hours
the battalion was informed that a large enemy armored counter
attack was building up in Muchen-Gladbach, and eould be ex-
peeted along this route at any moment., Having just completed
a personal inspection of these positions the pattalion commend-
er was satisfied that his dispositions were adegquate to desl
with thig ettack. Companies were alerted to the possibility
of this threst, and Prepasrations were made by the Battalion
Commendsr to personally supervise any aetion that ocecurred.

At this time, however, frantie radio messages from the
battalion liaison officer at&the Division Artillery Command
Post direeted that sthe comnanding officer report to the
Division Artillery Commender immedistely in nis headquarters
at Erkelenz. The Commander and 5-3 moved out, and arrived at
Division Artillery Commsnd Post by 2045 hours. Here the dis-
positions of the battalion were pointed out to the Division
Artillery Commender who was satisfied thet the organization
in -depth to stem the expeoted attack from the Northeest was

adequate,
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This difficulty arose because the Division Artillery
Commender was not in possession of the latest information of
the dispositions of the battalion. The overlay showing these
dispositions was handed to the Division Anti-tank officer at
the forward Division Artillery Commend Post in Rheindshlen
and eommunications between the forward and rear hesdquarters
had not been established at thaet time. Irf g copy of this
overlay had been sent to the Battalion Lisison Officer so
that he would have been brepared to answer the Genersl's
queries, this four hour blaekout trip might have been avoided.

A1l day 8930 Feoruary the battalion meintained its alert
against this expeocted attack. Reconnaissance platoons probed
Torward and maistained outposts toreport loeation, strength,
and direction of attecks. No attacks materialized, however.

On 1 Marenh Munchen-Gladbach fell to a frontal asgssult by
the 29th Infantry Division after being bypassed by the &nd
Armored Division on the Eest. The XIIT and XIX Corps boundary
was hereby sealed and the mission of protecting the open
Corps and Division flank was completed., (29)

WITH THE 84TH INFANTRY DIVISION TO THE HHINE

On the morning of 2 Mareh battalion received orders re-
leiving it from the 108nd Infentry Division and attgching it
for operstions to the 84%th Infantry Division on the Corps!
left flank. The battslion executive was placed in command with
instructions to assemble 8ll elements of the battalion, and
be prepared to move to s designated assembly area on order. {®0)

The Battalion Commander and S-3 moved out to report to the

Commending General of the 84th Infentry Division at Waldneil.
(29) A-2, p. 25 (30) &-1, p. 4.
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Upon arrival at the Division Command Command Post they were
welcomed to the divigion by the Commanding General personally.
The welcome was so hospitable that the Command Group inelud-
ing the battalion operastions sergeant soon found itself having
coffee and wheatoskes with the Genersl in the General's mess.

. The Generasl oriented the Command Group on the motions of
the 84th Division during the bast week. The Division had
¢rossed the Boer in a column of battalions, and by D plus 2
the whole Division was across. On the B6th of February (D rlus
3) the German resistance was such that a breakthrough was
contemplated and a Task Force was formed under the Gommend of
Assistent Division Commender. This Task Force "Church" was
made up of the attached tank battalion with one company of
infantry riding on tanks, two pattalions of infTantry motorigzed,
& company of self propelled tank destroyers, engineers, and
medies. On the morning of 87 February the task force attacked
out of the bridgehead, and after an advance of five miles in
one hour and half took Wegberg by 0830 hours. This Torce met
surprised Germans everywhere. (Tab 4)

The task force overran elements of two Volks Grenadier
Divisions, and by alghtfall wes within 1500 yards of Weldneil.
During this advance they cepbured a map of all the German 4is~
positions on the Western Front in the apandoned headquarters
of the 12th S8 Corps. They overran Germen Corps and Army
boundaries, and the demorslizstion was complete. The enemy's
resistance at Waldneil wes of a stiffer sharacter being offered
by units of the 8th Paratroop Army whieh had been withdrawn
from.ss far north as Arnhem and Venlo. (Tab 4)

Full oredit for the first breskthrough in Germany was given
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to the 84th in the entire American Press the next day. Most
of the reports played up the fact that en infantry division
rather than an armored division had slashed through first,
The Assooiated Press said that "t was not even an armored
spearhesd that made the greatest gain of the day on the 9th
Army Front, but en infantry column of the 84th Division™.

Forwara elements of the division were slowed up for over
48 hours by resistance vhich resembled in fanatieism the
division's Pirst experience with the German in the Biegfried
Line. On 1 March Task Force Chureh was recommitted at 01%0
hours in a night attack. The large scale use of smmor in a
night attaock brought absolute surprise end resulted in one of
the easiest and quickest vietories in the division's ex-
perience. By nightfall the task force had bypassed Dulken,
and was approaching Suchteln which represented an advance of
twenty miles from Linnich. The remainder of the division,
moving on foot, advanced rapldly and mopped up behind the
task force. Dulken was captured 1 March, and Suchteln was
taken almost without Opposition in & night atteck that night.
The sueccess of these night attacks set & pattern whieh the
division was to follow Tor the remainder of it's drive to the
Bhine., {31)

4% the conolusion of this orientation the battalion was
attsched for operations to the 11lth Cavalry Group Mechaniged,
The battalion was to essemble in Dulken to be Picked up there
by a representative of the 1lth Cavalry Group which was then
engaged in sereening the open left flenk of the divigion and
Mwmwﬁ@hﬁb%n@%@by&&&%ﬁhNMWsmﬁd

advance., {32)

(3L) 4-4, p. 179 (32) 4-1, p. 4,
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The 1lth Cavalry Group directed that one gun sompany,
reinforced with & reconnsissance platoon, be attached to esch
of the two cavalry squadrons operating under it control.

The Group was leap-frogging one sguadron over the other pPro-
tecting the &xposed flank in & similgr manner to that which

the 805th had been doing on the right. "A" and "B" Companies
werg attached, ang mgw Company was held in mobile reserve near
the battelion command post. Thege Companies were especially
Gesired by the cavalry because they possessed the high veloe-
ity, heavy calibre weapons to make the cavalry road blocks strong
enough to stand against armored attasck by the German. Commana
Liasion wes maintainea by establishment of the battalion
command post in eclose proximity to the group commend post. The
battalion commander accompanied by his %-2 or 5-3 made daily
vislts to the attached companies; so that he could assure him-
self that they were being properly employed or offer any rec-
ommendations for their employment that he deemed sdvisable,

The agressiveness with whieh the cavalry acoomplished its
mission resulted in élaments of the squadron's making limited
objesctive attacks to eapture rosg Junections ang terrain from
which to defend., The towed tank destroyers were not suitable
for close support of these attacks, but were invalueble in
strengthening the road blocks. After thess objectives wers
secured, rosd bloeks consisting of two tank destroyers and
two or three cavalry armored cars were established on g1l
vital roads on the corps flank from Dulken to the Hhine
£-5 March. (Tab 4)

On 5 Marech the 9th Army closed on the ¥West benk of the
Haine. The 605th Tank Destroyer battelion went into an assembly
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ares in the town of Huls where it spent four deys in rest,
meintenance, resupply, end reorgenization. (Tab 4)

WITH THE 411TH FIELD ARTILLERY GROUP

While it was in this location it was attached to the 411th
Field Artillery Group. On 10 March the battalion commending
officer received orders from the commanding officer of the 41llth
Field Artillery Group to move to indirect fire positions in
vicinity of the Luftewalfe Airdrome at Uerdingen, on the Rhine. (32)

The day of 10 March was spent in reconnaissance for position
areas and selection of billets and command posts. On 11 March
the battalion ocoupied the previously reconncitered position
areas and established communieations. The primary means of
communication of this unit was radio. However, companies had
sufficient wire %o provide communication for their secondary
mission, indireet fire as artillery. Bsttalion had no wire,
however, so it was necessary in this situation for companies
to lay to battalion. The group laid a double line from its
Tire direction center to the battalion direction center. Each
company established an observation post and was authoriged
to fire missions on tergets of opportunity observed across the
Rhine.

Time on Target or "Bingo" Missions were also fired. How-
ever, due to the inexperience of these tank destroyer fire
direction centers it was found that more time must be allowed
if the 36 tank destroyer guns were %o be in on the TOT. A
later modificetion in communications was accomplished where

fire missions bypassed the bettalion fire direction eenter, and

were phoned direet to the companies by the group fire direction

center. The battelion fired 3,403 rounds of 3" High

(38) A~1, p. 4.
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Explosive at énemy positions and instellations aeross the
Rhipe from these positions.

On 15 March an officer from the 9th Army's Engineer
Camouflage Battalion entered the bettallion command post, and
informed the commsnding of ficer that he desired his coop-
eretion in implementing a deception acheme that he wished to
acoomplish. Civilians 1n the area were being evaocuastegd up
to five miles in rear of the river, and ne desired us to
leave dQummy positions when we moved from the Uerdingen ares.
This was the first news thet a move was éxpeoted for this
unit. Later that day orders were received from Armmy direot-
ing a move bask to Belgium to report to a British Armored
Brigede for river 0rossing treining. When we moved out at
0500 hours 18 Maroh dumny tubes wers left brotruding from
eeoch camouflege net. The regular nets were not disturbed.
Subsequent reports from this area indicate thet this ruse was
sucoessful in that heavy artiliery fire fell constantly on
these positions until the Rhine was breached North of the Rhur.

ANATYBIS AND CRITICISM

In enalyzing this operation it i seen that the 605th
Tank Destroyer Battalion was assigned missions well within
its oapabllities. The sxtreme flexibility of this unit is
1llustrated in that 7 the missions assigned required the
battalion to funotion in its primary role of snti-tank as
well ag in its seoondary roles as relinforeing artillery and
direet fire support of attacking infantry and meohanized
cavalry. During thig one month, the unit's first in combat,
the battalion operated under the commend of two infantry

divisions, = meshanized cavalry group, and a field artillery
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eroup. The battalion's initial entry into combst was under
i1deal conditions. The front was stabilized and time was
availabie for becoming soquainted with the units with which it
wes to work. The attitude of all the combat troops in the
&resa gave the unit a sense of "pelonging™ and being wantved.

Enough preliminary preparation was allowed and enough
shelling was received to take the "greenness" away from the
troops so that by the time the river erossing operation was
launched the battalion was considered a combat tested unit,

The soundness of the Army CGround Force Mobilization
Training Program is illustrated by the ability of this unit,
trained under this program, to aceomplish the varied missions
assigned during this operation. This pertains especially to
the firing of indirect fire ms artillery, & special action
whieh requires detailled training of observers, battery exec-~
utives, survey, fire direction center, .en® communication
personnel, and gun erews.

The Tank Destroyer Battalion while protecting the Corps'
right flank should have had all three companies under its con-
trol. The mission required generally a two company front.
Leap-frogging one company over another required usually about
12 hours. The advence was so rapid that one company was
usually displecing which left only one company in position to
engage the enemy. On the other hand a three company battalion
could have maintained two companies resdy to fire while one
company was displacing.

The Battalion Commander of the 605th Tenk Destroyer
Bettelion is to be, commended for the method he employed in

maintaining personal lisison with the units with whiech the
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aompsnies were operating. Though compeanies were often de-
tached from the battalion onm special missions over which he
had no oocmmsnd, he meds it a point to visit them as often
88 possible. He taslked with the commander of the units with
whom they were working to assure himself they were bveing
employed within their capabllities and to accomplish best
the miseion,
He is also to be oommended for the use which he made of
his starf, ellowing each enocugh opportunity to exeroise in-
itative, yet Judieiously direeting their actions in the dir-
ection he desired, :
The liaison systsm of the battation, wnioch had functioned_.
80 ably up until this time by keeping an officer equipped with
& powerful radio elways in attendanoe at the attached units
command post, broke down on the night of 28 February when a
duplicate overlay of the Battelionm Dispositions was not senst
to the Liaison Officer with the Division Artillery Command
Post in Erkeleng, _
One unfavorable criticism must be directed at the commanding'
officer and $-3 for not keeping the Battelion Executive offi-
cer at the rear ecommand post properly informed of the taeti-
cel situation, Had the commender ana 5-3, who rode in the
same vehicle, become casualties at the seme time there migh£
have been a long time lag before the Executive oould have
sssumed command. .
The prastioce of keeping the rear command post with tﬁe
oattelion treins is considered sound in that it ellowed the
battalion executive to supervise the S-4 and the Headquartars

Commaendent in their performsnce of the resupply of food,




-fmmunition, end gasoline to the forward companies., The re-

supply wes ocomplicated by the great distances which separated
the companles when on ladependent miseions.

The Battalion continuad to resupply the companiss even
though they were attached to other units vecause their supply
requirements of items such as 3" ammunition snd gasoline were
beculiar. The units to ehich they were gttached wers usueally
unable to supply these items or these quantities on shorg
notice, and the duretion of attaohment was often so short as
to make the sscuring of these items impracticabls.

LESS0NS

(1) Towed anti-tenk puns are not suitaple for close

TR T

dirsct fire support of attaoking infantry and cavalry. They

T i,

1ack anmor proteotion, and the éifrioulty of man handling the

heavy guns under smell arms fire mekes their use in this role

inadvisable.

(2) Units new to eomnat, should.he.allomed &.8hoTt period

of orientation and 1ndoctrination ungder relatively quiet com-

...... R i dngs,

bat conditions befors being oamm;tted in a major offensive.

This gives the personnel confidence in Themselves and their

leadsrs and increases their worth to the effort when eaployed.

(3) Units new 1n eomb&t and/or operating on secondary

missions should be Bllowed more time to prepare for and

e
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accomplieh an ass;gned missioﬂ than would*%é’§;g§6¥§a'bf o
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combat expsriemced unit operating in 1%s primary role.

(4) Liaison officers at higher headquartara must be

PR

kept 1nrormed of latest taotioal dispositlons at all times.

sz

(5) Attached fire support units should be made to feel

P i,

that they are part of the team.
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(8} Illuminating shell cen b@ fired to mark the ob~

Jective ana give direotion and timing to a night attaok‘

{(7) Missions once assigned to a suborﬁin&ka unit shmuld

be left to them for accomplishmﬁnt without an extraordlnary

amount of supervisioh or the unit should be relieved of the

mission,

{8) when the cooperation of all units in an area is )

secured a Well planned deasptiA'

distraatlng the enemy's attention and seusing him to expend
ammunition on dummy positions. ’

{g9) Flexibility must be maintained by non-divisional

PO N

fire support qgits to allaw them to be Shlft@d ‘where needed

D R TR

and empleyed in any menner within their capsbilities to

-

accomplish best the general mission,
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