- was aotiveted 16

during the month of &mﬁ 1943,

o ﬁmuhillsr wan tranaferred frc
1542 snd Tieutensut Pearson was

~ ecemsnd of the detasbment duridg t
23rd and 25th of Decembexr 194’2 15 recruits 3@:&:9& the detaeh~

- ment snd were given basio training until Tebr - 1943, From

| with TH 8-220
' '_]'Eschwlﬁ- so? paﬂed; et two mnm*

 RESTRICTEB

The 60%th Tank mﬂmgtr Bwﬁtalien !adim Detaohment
dqenber 1941 at Foxrt Cmater, Wiohigan., The
eriginal ocuadre consisted of seven snlieted men and no officer.
The firat medieal offiser 4o 0% a8 Battalion Surgeon sud
assune gommand was @w‘ha&n Nernard B, Neuohiller who jJoined
the detachment during ¥arch i%ﬁl. Be Temeined as Detachment

- Gommander even after fh taln A, Jms wEs adéa& ta oux roster

Yy hﬂa}.im &m*geen in m&y 194

From _chhr 1941 to nay 1942 *t'.m dstaahmt partici~
pated in individual wediesl training and during the montha of
June and July tm:_x ;am 113, par:ﬁe :Eomﬁnau in various me-

o weatnm citien,

Hrat I::lmtmmﬁ ﬁtanlay . ramcm jofuma the dctmhmmt

- end raylm-d aap’satn Jma a8 Battalion ‘surgeon &uring My

1942,
The detushment moved by‘rf51 to Bam@ Hood, Texus during

- the latter part of July 1942 amd became mohool troops with the

Tank Destroyer -"‘,ng_‘mc&h until July 1943. During this

period the Mh@h&mﬁ ‘

&

blenn fer Tank Destraeyer

kbl 43
Officey Candidate Sehool elams o It _beaama attached to the

161k Tank Destroyer Group for -

& ﬂentar training

rirn# Btmtmt Henary $. grmm, Dela, 3015&& the de~
snt a8 Battalion Dentsl ﬁz;r;m in Septeuber 1942, Capt.

ron the detasbment in Deseaber

&tﬁﬁf'ﬁ{xnmﬁtm“

then until mLJ.Qn the detachme nt received med oal training
'bm ‘basie Vrsining manual used, hrim:s o

% atte ﬁed' Hedieal Ilepaxtmnt %mi.u

Limtamt Erusm was :fnmt-ﬁ to ﬂuptm in J’uly 1943.
Captein Pearson attended Trepidal Diseases School at ¥ashing-

" %om, DaC. from August 1943 natil Cotober 1?43. 3ux1ng.hiu S
;bnnn mtm Pressoan um& command. 25

| ﬁm detahmmt dapm-d. Gmp Hood, Texas ¥wia ra:l.l

. Xor FPort éukmzz, South ﬁmmﬁn on 9 bemmm 194% and |
;r:hmi |

. Oy 12 3&331:5&“:? 1?4’5.
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sration for % .nessse Maneuver No. 4§ whi_. was to begin on
L ovenber 194%3. The dotachment left Fort Jackson on 9 Hovem—

bar 1943 wia rail and motor convoy snd arrivsd at the manenver

ares in the vieinity of Burfreesboro, Tennessee on 11 November
- A943. I%, then, partieipated in the msneuvers whioch ended on
16 January 1944, and departed the maneuver arsa srriving at .
Yort Jackson on 1% Jenuary 1944. =

Captain Pressmsn left the detachment during March 1944 sad

- Joined the 13ih Tank Destroyer Group at Camp Gordom, Georgia. |
- In July Captaln Pesrson was tranaferred to the 130th Evacustion
Bospital at Fort Jackson, and was replsced by First Lieutenant .

Edvward H. Xenmnerdell. I : . , A -

| The Medioal Detachment porsonnel received medicel treining
- Guring dpring and Buwamer of 1944. The training alds used were
£ils strips and TR's BwdB, B850 and 8«220. o o

o w12 Septenber 1944 the Medionl Detachment departed from
< Fort Jackeon via rail and motor convey for Camf Bucker, Alabana.
- Axriving there on 14 Egplenber 1944 it joined elements of the

- 86th Infantry Division in maneuver exercises, The detechment

A
-1
B
1
i
1
L
L
RN

- Jackson on 9 Cetober 1944. During the menth of November the
detachuent completed preparations for overseas movement.

. fn 1 Decesber 1944 the detachment left Port Jackson via
“rall gonvoy and arrived at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, staging
-area fox New York FPort of Emberkation on 2 December 1944, When
dsmunisations and last minuts sdministration had been completed,
L %he detscbment departed for the New York Port of Embarkation by
| . %rain and ferry and boarded the Queen Mary on 8 December 1944. -

. The ship sailed on the 101th of December 1944 mnd arrived

' #% Mrth of Qlive, Hcotland on 16 December 1944. 7The detach-.
o ment debarked om 13 Deosmber at Ureemock, Scotland and board-

- «da train which brought 44 %o Canp Bleckshaw Moor, Leek, o
. Stafferdshire, Bngland in the early wmorning of 20 Deoember 1944,
Erom then until the 22 0f Jannery 1945 the detechnent was

. _The dstachment left Usmp Blackshaw Moor by motor somvey on
2% Japmary 1945 snd arrived st the marshalling area in Portland
- Bogland on 24 January, sad then moved scroes the Bmglish Channel
. 3B %wo groups, The Tirst group, accompsnied by the Nedical Of~
- ficer, crossed the channsl with the detachment vehicles on an .

 L3T. The second group crossed in LUI's.

B After it landed at Le Havre, France, on 26 Jamwuary, the

. lret group departed frou that port via mstoxr oconvoy and ar—
Tived st a chatesu nesr Yvetot, Franoce on the same date, The
seoond group joined the main body on 27 Januwary 194%5. fThe de~-
tachnent remained in Franoe until 13 February 1945 when it de~
parted for the eombat sonse. D | |

oz The detachment 24

rst entered the combat sone on 15 Pebrue

_r;.igq{té ;tigj_;i}jag_f;s'akg'@af;i.i&lfiz',ai‘!j-.q.;;;:['s_;.@la ayr 1o provpoiday. -

- left Cemp Rucker on 8 Ootober snd srrived onoe again at ¥ort o0 &
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_AR% 1945 when it sssrived st Teveran, Geymany,. A% that time it
was assigned to the Ninth U,3. Army, the XIII Corps, and sub-
sequertly to the 102nd U.B. Infantry Pivision for opsrationsl
 contrel. Our actusl combat experisnces didn*t degin untll the
23rd of Pebruary with the push scross the Roer River. ¥rom
thenm until the Rbine River was yeached, it was constantly in -
coubat, most of the time with the 102nd Division, but towsrd
the end of the drive, Wwe became attached to the 84th U.Z, Inf,
" Division,.. Fortunstely, our casuzlties wexre very iight during
_this push, and gince we had a Corps asbulance attached to us,.
evacustion wes carried out without diffieulty. Our finel des~
. 4instion in this operation wae the little town of Rott, on the

" rosd between Uerdingen snd Krefeld, snd we arrived there on 1l

| Merch 1945, Throughowt thia whole phase, we received the best
. esoperaiion possible from our higher units. . S

 m 18 ¥er ah 1945 the entire battalion wes moved back %o

Belglum to @ susll town galled Uikhoven, We had been placed

e temporarily under the British Second Arwy and were to remain

with thez for the Rhine grossing. Since the town was too smell -

. 45 hold all the men, the batiallon was split snd billetsd in

two Qifferent towns, Bedsuse of this, the Detecbment set up
two eomplete diapensaries and the Hedical Officer held sick
" gall at each one, In this way, it was found, mnedical care
. _@owld bs had most efficiently snd guickly and the ayaten-
" worked vexy well. - ' L '
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o gur stay in Belgium proved fairly briel for we were BHOP L
1y taken to the Rhine River which we crosaed im support of the
17th U.S. Adrborne Bivision on 27 March 1945. %e droys east
 with thew up to snd inocluding the capture of Hunster and then
turned baok with them te the Rulir Valley to easist in gleaning
~out the Kuhr Fooksi. Once more, fortunately, throughout this

opsration, our casusltiss wers i‘i&m» o

- ¥ith %he completion of our jquties along the Ruhr, ithe
 detachment moved sasiward with the battalion to the 1itile towm
of Bravbauer,  Here, for swhile; we lsarned military goveran-
mentfungtions under the 79th U.3. Infeniry Division. After
enly ‘a few duys there, however, the call came for the battalion
to join the 82nd U.5, sdrborne Pivision in the XVIII Airborns
Gorpe, and to suppert them durimg the erossing of the Nlbe, s0
we moved sastward to Schwenlits, s small village Just north
and east of Uelzen, We orossed the river on 1 Fay 1945 and
pushed esetward until the gegsstion of hostilities. YV-E Day

o found we in Redefin, Just wesi of Imdwigelust. In this, ouwr

. 1met operation, we had np emsusliies. e . '

Shroughout comdat, the batialion bad been eplit into ite
warious coxpanles which were sometiznes seperaied bp & good
. many miles. Because of this, ihe Detachment was divided and

 two aid men, eguipped with a 1/& Ton truck, were sttached to

. each eompeny. LEvacusiion from the companies was then earried
 out to tbe nearest aid statlion. Por this purpose, the 1/4 %on
© Rruck eguipped with litter ‘raoks has proven indispensable.
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aritation, on t.s whole, was excelloni bescwuse the men of

‘khe battalion have been well trained. Siraddle trenches and -

- suap holes were dug at all time when oivilism faoilities were
not available.. Water, for the most part, was obtained from '

o Uale Army Water Points, but when this was net fessidle, water

Lo wes gotten from civilian water supply systems and treated with
©Helagone tablets. The Lister bag was seldom used, A few mild

- gutbreaks of diarrhes cccurred, but these were ususlly traced

o7 % iamproper washing of mess gear or the sating of too wmany of
- “Zype "C" rations which had been improperly prepared. C

oo o Aldhiough our time in combat has been somparsiively short,
o %me deficlencies have been noted by this eommsnd, The firet
_+ As in the watter of equipment. While our ¥/% oalls for plenty
. % materials to tresl wownds ond medicel emergeneles, me pro~
¥ision hes been made to carry those things whieh are necesssyy
;ax_ the ordinary svery-day practice of medigine, We are re-

- Asrring o such medlieines as congh syrup, liniments, Athlete's

L rmluﬁm' ﬁe washing. -utt#iaxx::d’tm ilke, %o overw

. oAme this by consiructing & bex'gomtalning flat-sided bottles -
“which pecked very well and whieh we parried in our travels

- ‘without breaking a singls bottle. It proved to be one of the

Rost important things we csrried. = S
. . The mecond defisiency for u separate bsttalion like ours

~ds the lack of sdequate dental fapilities. When the Tank = o
Destroyers wers orgmnised, the ssparate betialions were to

- opeysie under a greup which has two dentista, Howewer, in |
- cosbat, we were never wnder a group, but always attached to
& division or straight 4o Qorps, Under such a situation, we
gould menage to get the dental emergencies taken care of, but
‘that was all because ihe dentistz had enmough to do taking caxre
of their own wen. ¥We balleve that 1f & batislion of this asige
is 1o be placed out on its own, it should have 2 dentist perme
 anently attached to it. . : " o :

§
i
- Aftex V~B Day, the battalien moved dack ag:oas the Elbe =
~Biver to the town of Lushow whate we aoted as the military
 government eof the ares. At that time we Tunetioned under the-
472nd Field Ariillery Group. The Detschment was kept busy
“there in inspecting iwo large displaged persons cemps and in -
‘providing medical supplies fer the oivilisn hospitals, We .
~ yemained in that loeslisy from 15 May to 3 Jume 1945 when we -
- Yeft 1o go to Ketseh, fermany. . o )

A% Xatsgh, Lisntenant Kenngrdell was promoted to Captain,
Zhe Detsshment deperted from Xetsch, Germany on 14 June 1945

ao0d. arrived at Pfungetadt, Germany the smme date,. At present

$he batielion im atisched to the 10let Cavalry Group aud has

_been: plsced in Category IV aweiting disbandment. |

- EJHJEERE 2
~ Commanding.

4y 10 povtipouday .




