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F3.ADCJTARl'ERB. SlOTE TJ.NX mIS'l'ilJrJilR BA.TTALIC~ DAS/rl 

APO 403. U.S.Army 
4 January 1941 

SUBJEC1l'. After Action Report (llonth ot December. 1944). 

TO I The Adjutant; General. Washington 25. 
(Through Channels). 

1). C. 

SECl'ION I Summary 2!. Dai1, OR erat10DB ~ Act10DB. 

The SlOth Tank Destroyer Bn was stin attached to the 80th IDt 
DiTisicin on the 1st December. 1944. The Bn (II was located in German bar
racka on the DOrthern outskirts ot ~ AVOLD. A Coq>any in direct support 
ot the 31'7th Inf' were in position Ticimty o£ GU1U.1Vlu.JB. conducting main
tenance ot TehiClles. B Company in direot ~pport ot the 319th Int. had 1 
Platoon located Tic 01' BIl'TINI. 2nd PIt at BOlrUDBG lUIJT and the 3rd pIt at 
SEINGOOUSE. 0 Oompany in direct support ot the 318th Int had the 1st PIt 
located in Hl.mRIVILLE. 2nd and 3rd PIts had positiona on ridge" of 
F,lREBERSVILLER. Hq 00 was located I mi.l~ D ot JOLBOHVILLBB. with a for
ward amnunition dump located at FOLBCHVILLBB. A ao~any &Iring the course 
ot the day mOTed to assembly positions Tioinity ot LlOH.AllO& 

In cOIIpliance with Pleld Order 119. Headquarters. 80th IDt DiT. 
dated 2nd December 1944. the Bn Wall to support the attack t.o the aut with 
one Company attached to the 318th In! and 2 ~anies in mobile reae"e. 
A and B Oo'a were in mobile reSerTe Tioinity at L,iCHjl{BRI &nd,HQ1(H1lO lW1! 
reapeotiTely. The Companies r.8Connoitered for positions in preparation to 
support the attack ot the 80th In! DiT. The lSt PIt. 00 B.. vioinity ot 
BDING was relieTed by the 808th TD Bn. The Srd ot December laTe DO ohaDs. 
in Bn ....igmnents. 3rd PIt. A Coq>any., moved to poaitions .. ot PAIlS... 
VILLER. to COTer the a~atl)e of' 0 CoDpany supporting the attack ot the 318th 
lilt•• I aM II or FABiRSVILIBR. 2nd and 3rd Plta 00 A and B 00 remained in 
former looation in readiness to support the attack it necessary. A CoIlp&D1' 
oompleted the alteration ot moTing the maohine gun JlX)unt from the rear to 
the forward position on the turret. to enable the gunner to more eaai1y tire 
at ground targets. 

9n 40th December. A and 0 OoDpanies supported the 318th Beetla at
ta.ck N and B ot PFARRB1BSWBILLIR. with A CloJIpany oOTering C Co'. adTaPO.. 
with the attack. The 1st P1t ot 0 CoDpany Waa taken under fire by S _i-bk 
guna looated in the woods 1000 metera • of TBIDlliGlDT. One destroyer ... 
~ged by the tirat shot hit dJ.Le to alertness and quick tiring at ita or... 
and the remaintler of the Platoon. they destroyed 2 enemy ~owed .t:r ""DB aDd 
1 &8aault gun. JIIOUnted on a )4X IV chassis. expending 1 rd. 1110. rha 2nd aD4 
3rd pIts tired 56 rda BE and 3500 rds .50 Oal ammo at luilding... e~ per.... 
onnel.. a.ncf installations. 4 priaoners were captured at olo.e ot , ..~ 
All pIt. 9t A Company returned to BDGH1SCHo 18t Pit C ~aD7 100"" at: 
oroSI roads 1000 mster. S ot rBlMXGD. aDi 2nd. aDd Srd Plta Tic B of IOCBI.B. 
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jfter .Aotion Report ~oDth o£ December 1944. CoIItlnued). 
Section I. SUJIIIlarY ot Daily Operations and Aot1ons. 

Oo.pany B reoeiYe4 orders to attack one P1t to 2m CaY Sqd at 
olBRHOlUl1lG. All PIts remained in Tio OBEHHOMIDRG. in lOO'bi1e reserT.. 
T~e deStroyer hit by .AT tire~ fill need rep1a.cement. At ~OO hra. on-4 

,December. 	 a German time bomb coDpletely destroyed a barracks similar to 
that in .dch the Bn CP w.. ~ooated. about 75 yds B ot the CP. The ap 
iJDJDediately ey~uated the building in which the· ap was located ana the 
personnel ot ~e CP aided the Pioneer PIt ot Reconnaissance CODpany in re
IIOYi~ c1e&d and injured trom the deJll) lished building. 

On the 5th December. the 3rd Plt B 00. attaohed to 2nd CaY Sqd. 
lDOyed to FRBnallG. No other changes in dispositiona. The 1st PIt Co a, 
In support ot 2nd 1m. 3l8th lnt' Hegt. tired 20 rda HEat enemy OP's and per
sonnel looated"HB ot TH8DIllGBB. 

On the 6th or December, ~he Bn.w... reUeyed ot attachment to the 
80th lilt DiT by Operational Kemorandwn 149. Headquarters XII Corps aM 
giTen the DeW .tssionot supporting the attack ot the .tIl Corps. J. Company 
..as attach8!Ci to the 26th lnt Div. B CoDpany attached to the 35th Int Diy and 
the Bn ~D1S attached to the 9th TD Group. J.tthe close ot the day, the Bn 
OCOllpiecl positions u tollowsJ A. Company at BISSERr. B 00 at lWLBlaa. Hq Co 
at UAIALBI. and Bn mims at 'lILLl1IQJJ)• 

• 
.A aoq,any JllDYecl to Kl'TIllG on 1th or December to alpport the attack 

of the 28t~ lilt "DiY'" they pus through the MAGID .tortilicationa. B Com
panY' .... attacatd to the 35th Int Diy and in turn attacked to the 6Mth TD 
as. w1~h 1 Plt aupporting each or the 6Mth's Gun cOJ'llaDies. C OoDp&ny r ... 
oozmoitered rout.. to support the 28th and 35th tnt Diy's in their attaok. 

-.. .0. 8th December • .l 00 in rioiDity o.t B'n'IllG had 1st Plt supporting 
the 328th IIfJ >o.t the 26th Diy and the 2nd PIt in support ot the 104th Hegt. 
The '1lhird P1:e· ... in reaerTe. J. Company £ired 22 rda DC, 62 rds lIB (inoluQ.. 
inc 6 1'-lO5 tuses) ILaltral1sing 8 pillboxes including 5 torts. B Co reported 
DO ohange in positions. 'rhe Bn mims D>yed to HARSlIRCHBN. in preparation to 
support attllQk ot 28th Int Diy • 

. "" 
On 9th December, the 1st and 2nd PIts of A OoDpany were in pOBi

tion rioinity 0.t.lCHBJ". The.3rd PIt trom positions. o.t J.CHD. tired 18 rds 
. o.t HI at el18lO'" personnel at road net ric o.t GlI)8 RlDBRCHING.1'he 1st Plt. 

B 001lp&D7 "Ted to ric DJFGIANGB. . the 3rd PIt to positions • ot BOIS DB 
8!!rrIIG. 0 OollpallT .... in support ot the S28th Int Rect. 1Il.th lat Plattoll ill 
,08itloD. 1000 .tars • ot WI!l'IIBG. 2nd PIt in r"e",e rio ot 11I.HjJJBD. aM 
3rd PIt 'fio O.t WDSvII.tu. . 

. !he In Plt or .A Oapany on lOth Dec..,... mom their politioJl8. . 
'100 ...,.a 1IIr of 8D1GLIIG and dNtroyed 1 B V tak"rio ot BRAJIIILPIlfGBRHOW 
BIB. at a rep ot approxilllately.2OO Mtera. The 3rd PIt JIOyed to positions 
1000 -'era Bo.t ~BLl".LIBG and deatroyed 3 tanka (2 • VI's and 1 unlmown). 
looateel • of ILIUB1I1amnB'.ALD. The Srd P1t rellained ill reserye 300 meters .. 
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After A.otion Report (llouth ot December 1944. Oontill1.d). 
Seotion I. SullllW"y ~ Daily Operaticu and j,otiona. 

S ot 3rd Plts position. lit Plt ot B Collp~ looated 800 lUter. B ot 
RBIlBIJPlllG. Srd Plt Tic WITTlUW. 2nd Pit at lWlBLCB. C OolllpaDy ~...ecl aU 
PIts to ...icinity of WIBSVILLBR. in support of S28th Regt. Reported one 
enemy tank destroyed. The tanks dRroyed dlring the day were weU ooW)eal.d 
and olllOutlaged. In one instance a JnX VI w" oODpletely ooncealed in a hq 
barn. The barn w.. first knocked doWn with HI ammnition and then the tank 
destroyed. 

On the 11th Dec_ber, the Bn. ~taohed to the 9th TD Group... 
supporting the 81th Int DiY. The Bn CP JDOYed to HBRBITmIll. .A Co~aI1Y' in 
support of the 346th Int. had 1st Pit in p08ition 1000 yarde .. at .II)S 
REDERCHING. 2nd Plt in reServe in GROS mmBlKIIING. !he 3rd ,lt DIOyed to 
p08itior..'J on hill. 1000 yards II of Ga?S RSDIBmIIHG. 1Ihere they took 4 eneDl1 
tanlal under tire. They destroyed 2 tanks and reported 2 as peobables. 'lh. 
3rd pIt allo neutralhed 1 pillbox Ticin1ty E ot RDa.IlJG. B CoDl»~ .. 
atill attached to the 654th TD BD and the 35th lnt DiY. The lit aD1 Srd 'It. 
were in the ...icinity of SAlRINSlfiNG. in support of 'the l34th aDd 320th Int 
Regt '8. The 2nd PIt remained in reserYe in the ...10 ot llAl'BlOH. a OollpaD:1 
was in support ot the 328th Int Regt. The lat PIt DDyed to po.itloD8 on the 
hill. 1000 meters. ot WO.ILPLING am at 1530. took under tlr.. one .nay tk. 
The tankweut up in tlaJlles. A.. the destroyer myed back tram Its tiring po
sition. it reoeiYed a direct hit trom an eneDIJ aa.... killing the dri..... ot the 
TD and wounding 3 others. The 2nd PIt JDOyed to po.itlona I ot mJBV'II.LKR and 
the 3rd ,It •• in po.ition I ot 1IOILFLIllG. The Plt. withdr.. 't!o rioiDity ot 
WIBSVIU.BR tor the night. . 

The Bn CP meYed to mum on the 12th ot December. .to 00" lit '1t 
JDOyed to positioDl on hill S1O. 1000 meter. S of indLING. 1'he2D4 P1t ... at 
B.RANDELFIWlUIIOFF liME. and 3rd P1t 8 ot )(()lI)NVILLI 11m. a 00'. Ut P1t ... 
in position S ot JOUtnsvILtBR. the 2nd PIt in NlI1mlCH and the ard 'It • of' 
BLIUBlIJ01. The S Plt. JDOYed to the Yio ~ IIO&PLlBG. ooyerlng the road ._ 
and routes thereto and at 1100 hra. withdrew to W'Il8VlLUIB. J;1; the 010•• of 
the day. the 2nd and Srd p1ts DlOyed to yic B aDd I ot lI.IISBBJOEDa'DLD 111· 
SUPPort ot a new attao~ The 1st Plt tollowed in r .._rYe. 

B Company.as rolie...ed ot attachment to the 35th Int Diy and r.Y..... >1
ted to Bn control. moring to the ...io at mTRIIG. on 13th Deoeaber. 2Dd '1t :jot 0 Co· JllWed to politiolll at lBLLBVUB JIm and the 2nd a"n Plt of C 00 !IOTed 
to high ground. 2000 meters S of OBBm.AlLBlCH~ manniDg an or. 

On the 14th of' December, the 2m and Srd Plt. ~ .A Co lIOYed to hin 
LB 8ClHLIKl'ID. ju.t .. ot RDlLIIG. B Co reconnoitered tor po..lbl. u_eab17 
are.. at WilSVILI.BR. 1K>KLJ'LING. GB)S RlDliQlIBG aDd .AaBlDl. 2nd and Srd ,k. 
ot a 00 lIIOYed to the general 'Y'1.oinity of' OBlliOjJ.I,a&.CH. . 
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The En CP moved to GRCS REDERCHIUG on the 15th of December. The 3rd 
Plt position of A CoDpany is oovel8l by ti1e 1st and 2nd PIts from the high 
ground to the rear. B Company closed in WOELFLING at 0900 hrs. The 2nd Plt 
D 001Il'any 'oocupied positions on the high ground 1000 meters BV'f of lUMLHIG, 
cOTering the road net II and E of the to,.,n. 0 Co's 1st and 3rd FIts in vic of 
cr08sroads. aooo meters S ot OBSRi-AILBACH, destroyed 1 lIiK VI tank and an un
known 'number ot enemy personnel in 'WOods, 1500 meters ~'f of ERCHINGEN. The 
2nd PIt fired at 3 ,tanks' in woods 1000 meters IfN of OBERiAIL:eA,CH, destroying 
two;: one ot which W~'I a 11K VI. . 

There was DO change in the :an" s mission on the 16th of Decl3mber. Ini
tially A 00 was disposed as follows; 1st PIt at ERCHINGEN, 2nd PIt at GUIDER. 
KIRCH, and 3rd PIt Wot Rna.n,~. The 3rd PIt fired at two tanks 1000 meters 
W ot EPPIBlEN, one ot which was destroyed. .l Company was relieved of its mi. s
aion ot supporting the S45th Int' and withdrew tor a maintenance check havin~ 
1st' Section ,ot 2nd PIt with 81th Ron Tp in 'ric RJllLING. At 1800 hrs, the 111 t 
am 3rd PIt B Co in Tic WIESVILLER and the 2nd PIt srr ot InkLING, JOOTed to an 
assembly area at ERCHINGIN in preparation to ,BUP the 345th Int' Regt. The 1st 
Plt ot 0 00 moTed trom ..... position in eastern edge of woods, 1200 meters 
81f o£ OB8MAILlllCH, JIl)m at 1400 hrs, 1000 meters II to tire at three ene~ 
vehioles ~ooated Ii: ot PBPPERNUY. Poor visibility preTented obserYa.tion ot the 
results. The 2nd PIt· took up road block 800 meters B of OBEHlAILBACH and the 
Srd PIt ,moved to the high ground. 1000 meters N o£ OBERGAILBACH. 

• On tht? 17th. lst Plt A 00 and 2nd PIli Dd. DUS 1 Seotion, moved to ERCHIBGEN. 
The Srd plt was in GUIDDlIRCR. B Company in direct support ot 'the 34Bth Int' 
had all p1tsin DORINGEN'. with miasion of protecti~g the right tlank of the 
Belt,. 0 Company was in direct support ot the 347'th Int', with PIts leapfrogg
ing torward in support ot the attaok. The 1Bt and 2nd PIts were on road blks 
Tic 'lllL8HBIK, and the Srd PIt on high ~oum, 1500 meters I ot WALSHEIM. The 
Srd PIt destroyed 1 tank (n IV) and 1 enemy machine gun in lULSHEnI. 

On 'the l8'th of December. A Co WaS still in mobile rasen'e vic of GUIDER.. 
KID. conduoting maintenance. B Co in direct support ot 345th Int'. had 1st 
and 2JJl PIta Tic of IRCHINGEN, with the 3rd PIt, 1000 ydB Wot J41DBRSHEIl.f. 
The and PIt ot 0 Co tired 4 rounds at an en8llly tank, with unknown results. On 
the,19th, all PIts 00 0 moved to high ground vic ot WALSHEnr, affording better 
tields ot tire. 

CD the 20th, " Collq)any JIlOTed at 1430 hrs to rel"e 0 Company. The 1st am 
2nd PIts were in vic at WALSHEDl, with, the 3rd PIt IE ot GERBHEIM. At olose 
ot day, Bn relieved ot 1118 sion ot supporting the 87th Int !)i. v and prepared to 
IIOTe to new area vic ot IZ'JDEL.A.NGE, ]JJOHY ot UJXlKBlUM. A and C Co assembled 
ill area D ot BalNDBRFIB'GBlIIOFF 'atE, B Co ...ambled in area BBLLIVUB Bm. T., 
tanks prl'viously reported as' probables on the 15th were conf'il"lted as destroyed. 
(Jot IV·s). 

The Bn w~s relieved of attachment to the 9th TD Gp on the 21st of December 
and the Bn Op was established in DOitfMBI.DINGEN, closing at 1700 hra. A Co given 
the mission ot supporting the 317th Int' am olosed in area v-ic HEIlUiA!-iG at 
220130. 
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After Action Report ~onth of December 1944, Continued) 
Section 1, Summary of Daily operations and Actions• . 
D Co supporting the 318th Ir.f c10 sed in AiERSCH at 212400. C Cct:p I9n~r ir;. ;i1.1p 
of the 319th Int lOOved to I\EIII.ID;, closing at 220100. Ren Co moved to 
DOMMELDINGEU and IIq Co moved to BERrRANGE. 

A Company was relieved of attachment to the 317th Inf and replaced Co 
C with the 3l9th Int. 1st Section 1st Plt Vias in luChELIDCH, 2nd Section in 
FEULEN, 2nd PIt at HElDERSCIWD and the :3rd Pit on raad blocks vic VICHTEU. 
B Co moved all three PIts to the highground mY of ErTELBHJCl and fired 61 rds 
HE, causing unknown losses to en~ l'.ersonnel. Co C initially attaohed to 
the 319th Inr, with 1st PIt S of ldERZIG. 2nd PIt vic mJLEN and 3rd Plt vic 
MICHEL1lJCH, fired 7' rds lIE and '55 rds ArC, knooking out I }Jty piece and 
destroyed 2 wilding housing enemy i~tal1ations. C Co~any waS relieved at 
20CC n!'s b;y- i. COlli'any and wved to OOEVANGE to conduct maintenance. Hq Co 
lUoved to BOFF!!:RDA,NGE and the Bn CP LlOVed to l4ERSCH. 

On the 23rd December, thG 1st Soctior.., 1st I'lt J. Co moved to HEIDiRCHEID 
AND StTPPORl'ED THE ATTACK OF THE 2ND EN, 319th InC, on TADLER. The 2nd PIt 
from positions on N side ot HEIUERSCHEID, destroyed 7 enemy tanks (2 H VI), 
3 halttrackB, 1 AT gun. 1 MG nest and 1 allllllmitioD~. The 3rd PIt and 2nd 
section of 1st Flt, r;1OveC. in suFPorlt ot the 1st Bnt s attack on IERVEN, then 
withdrew during dght to edge ot woods 1500 meters SW ot IEmIEN. The 1st PIt 
B Company moved 1500 meters NW of El'TELBIUCX' and then moved in support ot 
Sl9th lot vio NIEERFBDLI:N. 2m PIt moved in support ot 311th Int, covering 
road nets Jr.i a,nd L~ ot NIEDERFWLEN. The 3rd PIt. SW ot :!rTELBRJCK. tired 
39 rds HE and 7 rds ArC, destroflJlt; 1 horsadrawn large calibre,p arty ,ieee arJd 
an unkown ntu:lber ot enemy personnel. C Oompany initially in mobile reS'3rTe, 
was attaohed to 311th Int at 1500 hrs and DDved to ~rIEDlR1I'J(TIJm. 

On the 24th Dece!:1ber, A Cots 1st Section, 1st PIt and 2nd PIt vicinity ot 
HEID~R3aFiEID, destroyed 1 enemy cargo vehicle acl 1 halftrack. and Seotion, 
1st PIt and 3rd PIt located 1500 meters SW of KEIDmN. The 1st PIt of" B Com
pany reverted +'0 attachment to the 318th ltd' and moved to GRSNZINGEN. The 1at 
and 2nd PIts C CoI!1pany destroyed :3 Inemy tanka (I 14K VI). At 1700 hrs, all 
PIts withdrew to high ground 700 meters Slot lUEDERFJIJLEN. C Co lost 3 III 
killed and 14 EM wounded. 

On the 25th of December found A Company attached to the s19th lot and B Co 
attached'to the 31?th Int, with C Company in reserve conducting maintenance. 
The 1st Plt A Co. in position vic TA.DIJm, destroyed one n IV tanlc located 
1200 meters S of' GOESDORF. and 1 enemy cp. with approximately 30 enemy person..
nel. The 2nd pIt in vic RINGEL. destroyed one enemy tank (Mx IV). 1 half'track. 
1 cargo truck. N ot RINGEL. B 00 had 1st and 3rd PIt vie lml1EN. mile the 2nd 
Plt withdrew to NIEDERFIDLEN. B Company reported one tank possi b1y destroyed, 
1 },~G nest and an. unknown nunber of personnel, including bicycle troops. 

On the 26th.. A Companies 2nd PIt replaced the 3rd PIt in v~c TAlJLER and the 
~rd PIt returnei to HE:IDERSCEEID. 1 EM was killed. The 3rd PIt ot B Co des.. 
troyed 1 tank. 2 AT guns and at least 1 Plt Int in the vicinity ot KEHMEN. 
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After Action Re?urt (l.~onth of Dac91rber 1944. Gontirrued) 
Section I, Summary of Dai 1]' Operations arYl Actions. 

;;36 waS da.ma.sed by dire~t hit fron enemy artillery fire. The 2nd PIt" B Co, 

replaced the 3rd PIt. wh ich returned to N3IDERF&.JLID~. I Cfficer and :3 ~: 


were wounded. 

A Co' 8 1st pIt waS replaced by the 3rd PIt on" 27th December and return-' 
eel to HIEDERSCHEID. They fired 42 rds AFO and 10 rds F...E, causinG an unknown 
loss in enemy personnel and equipment. l'wo a: wourde<i by artillery fire. B 
Co's 1st PIt waS replaced by 3rd PIt and returned to HEIDER.FEX;LEN. 

A Company rotated its 2nd and 1st PIts while J Co rotated the 2nd and 

1st PIt. 0 Co was attaohed to the 3lcth Inf on 282030 and roved with 1st PIt 

Tic GRENrZINGEN. 2nd PIt W of El'TELBalCX and the 3rd PIt N of El'TELBIUCK. 


6n the 29th. 1st pIt A 00 fired 7 rds HE in helping the Inf repulse a. 

oounterattack. The 1st Section of 3rd PIt moved to positions NE of HEIDER.

SCHEID, to cov"r the road to the E during the counterattack. 


Two 1i:M of A Company were wounded by artllIery fire on the 30th of Dec. 
o 00' s first PIt IOOved to SCHI3REN. The Pioneer PIt of Rcn Co was given the 

• 	mission of totally destroying any enemy ta.nks laI>cked out. to prevent reuse by 
the enemy. 

On the :nst, BOo' s 1st PIt waS relieved by the 3rd PIt. The conpany 
fired :3 rds HE and 4 rds ~O, destroying an enemy 01'. The 1st PIt of 0 00 
moved to SCHIEREN. 

The results of casualties inflicted on the enemy are tatulated belows 

T'lnks -- 11K rl 22 Other Vehicles ---- 7 
liKV :3 Anti :rank Guns ---- 5 
liX VI 7 Artillery Pieees-- 2 

" Pill Boxes ---- 9 OP's -~ -- -- ----- --- 1 
opta 	 _-________~___ 4---------- I MGts 

Anmunltion tps- 1 


From the experience gained by -the battalion., it has been i'ound that the 
ta.nk destroyers oan better employ their weapons when they are in a support rcle. 
It has been found that in many instances when we have been attached to a reg
iment, there are t endencles for junior Officers to order our guns into positions 
with only a. Tague knowledge of te.nk destroyer tacticso When the OOIS are in a 
support role and given a mission, the trained tan..1c destroyer Off'icers and men 
..an employ their weapons I:JOre advantageouslY a.n.d in coni'onnity with established 
tank destroyer doctrine. 
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