. ¥ ] i
Reproduccd at the Dwight D, Eisenhower Presia‘en{ial Library .|

i
' - :

A

SOREIRERIIAL iy G2homn

APO 230, New York, NoXe '

1 Jan 4S5.
SUBJECT: Eiatory of 612th Pank s:nirdw Battalion for Honth of Uecesber,’
g ; Commanding General, V » APO 305, B &m'.

{Lttng Kistorisal ﬁaet.iq

- The folls remtnmtwumnhmumsnmmm
for the month of Ueescber 194L. i

The strength of this wwmmn sl Mr 192.1. wis 3 olficers
snd 732 enlisted men. This batt continued o bw atischad to the 24
Infaotry Dlvision, with Co A and | 1st and 24 Tgn Platoocns attached tu
Task Yoree "X, Oo B in direot support of the rd Infmatry Regiment, Uo
¢ {less 4 Platoon) in direct suppart of the 38th Infanlry Kegisest, and
the 2nd Flateon of Co € in direat lnppwt of the 94i Infantry Regizet.

n 2 ﬁemr 1944, the 3rd Plutoon of Co & suptared one prisoner of
war. Un this sssme date 30 rounds of 3" mwunition wes expendsd by 0o O
at eneny pllibexes snd strongpoints! On 3 Desssber 1944, Co O fired 20
rounds of HE and 5 rounds of i4P0, idioaking out ons eneny O, mthiunm;
date, § Sgt Willism 4. Brannon, Co 4, 8 Sgt Klan O Hoberison, Co 8, and
Sgt Zabetakis, Stanley G.; Co C, were appoinied nd Lisutensuts pursuunt
to TWK, Ry lst US irmy dated ] Leowsber 1944, with dake of rank 3 Decesber
194k, and were assigned to their respestive mmdw far duty., o

On § Geewsber 1944, Co G fived 53 rds of 3 mmnm st mw pille
boxes and strongpeints, and on 7 Devember fired A0 rounds of RE snd 5 rde
of iFC st German fortifiut.im. Gn 7 Deceber 1904 Pl Rogers ¥, .
Tmdall, Co B, wes awarded the Fonse Star Kddal for Callsatry in iotlon
por Ceneral Order ¥o. 140, Hq 24 Infuntyy Divialen, dated 7 Decambor 194k.
tn 8 Decenber Co G fired 0 rds otﬂmésm#ﬂ’animwpmma
snd buildings. On 9 Deossber 194l Pvis Reevy (. Honwley snd Ruymend W.
Hubler, Co A, wore awaided the Bronse Star Hedel fur bwroie sohievement
lnd(':plﬂ&viﬂﬁ. Barte, 0o i, was swarded the Oak Leal Cluster to the
Bronse 3tar Hedal for herois schisvement per Genersl Crder No. M4, Hg 24
Inf Biv dated 9 Desesber 1944.

On 11 Dececber 1944, one enlisted xan of 06 A was slightly wounded
in action. On this same date the 820tk 10 Bn begns to relisve the unite
of this erganlzitios and seld relief was ocospleted at U130 hours on 12
Decstber 1944. The 612th 7D Bn was relieved frem VIII Corps and wes at-
tached to V Corps effestive 11 Deceaber 1944, parswint te Trocp Assigmment
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Ko. 147, Hq lst US frmy, dated 13 December 194, (n 12 December 1944,
the battalion moved to an sssembly area in the visinity of Sourbrods,
Eelgium, coordinates XK~854095. Cn 13 Decesber; (s & wes attached to the
Regimental Combat Team of the 9th Ipfantry and moved to direot fire pos-
itlons in tw vieinity of Hofen, Cermany, cotrdinstes 953195, On 15
Liecesber 1944, the Battallon CPF moved from Sowrbredt to the vieinity of
wirtafeld, Belgium, ovordinates 951{42. On thiis wime date the batialion
was sttached to the 3rd Tank Destroyer Group and remsined sttached to the
2nd Infantry Division pursuvant to paragraph 2, freep iLesignment latter,
Hq ¥V Uorps, duted 15 December 1944. (n 16 Deceshstr She lst Fen Platoon
was attached to Co B, which in turn. wes attached 3o khe 23rd Infantry
Reglment, and Co U was in Division Reserve. At 04530 hours on 16 Dee~
exber 1944, the 3rd platoon of Co 4 was attacked by the enemy and 18
priscners of war were ssptured by the 3rd platoon. In addition, the lst
platoon of Co A eaptured 3 prisoners of war, onm machine gun nest, and
sortar positions. One salisted waniof Co A was wouwded in action us o
result of these sperations. : -

. On 17 December 19ih, Co B, with the lst Hen platoon attached, was
detached from 23rd Infantry Regiment and atbached to the 99th Infantry
Iivision, moving to the vieinity of ‘Honsteld, Belgiuy covrdinates 969991,
taking up a position of readineas, An enemy atbsek rom the sourthwest
by enway tanks and srmered infantry resulted in the ist snd 2nd platocas’
of Co B and the lat Ren platoon of Hg Co, being surrownded, with 3 offic-
ers and 110 enlisted men of Co B being reported ss miasing in astion and
1 officer and 18 enlisted men of Lhe lst Ron plotesn wisc reported as
rissing in sotion, During the epurse of this actlen the lst fen Platoon
knooked out 3 enemy halltrack perszonnel carriers before being overrun by
eneny infantry, the lst platoon of Co E knosked out 2 5P amti-tank guns,
and the 2d Platoon knocked out 1 enesy tank, belove the platoon was
knocked oub by fire frow enemy machine-guns.  (ne #nlisted man of the
lst Rom platoon, § Sgt Billy F. ®illaon, escaped snd was suocessful in '
returning t¢ our lines, being wounded in actiom whils infiltrating to —
salety, lst Lt Gribbin, Tes 5 Cherles H. Morris, and Pvt Honayne G, -
White, after belng reperted as sissing in action, returned te duty, hav—
ing sucessfully escaped from the enewmy,  In sddition; 3 snlisted sen of
the Kedical Ustachment, were reported ss missing in action as a result
of actioh on 17 [es 194k. During ths setion Co 4 wke in direct support
of the 3rd En of the 395th Infantry Regiment, 9th tivision. (m this
saxe date the Bn CF moved from Wirtufeld, Pelglum, to vieinity of
Sourbrodt, Balgium, csordinutes 854095, Cne enliszted man of Co C was
slightly wounded in sotion this date but did not resulre evacuation.

tn 18 December 1944, the 2nd Hon Plstoon wes #ttached to 0o ¢,

which in turn wae placed in diveet mipport of the 26th Infaniry Regiment,
lat Infantry Udvision, (n thie swse daite, the resnants of (o B wers
reliaved from attaclment to the 99th Infantry DLivision wnd placed in
direct support of the 3rd Infantry Fegiment. s thin seme date Co A
was attacked by an sneny Ifarce estimated to be one repiment, and So 4
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was succesaful in fighting back this scemy couwnterstimcics As & result

1 enlisted man, 3gt Ueorge 5. Nuttall, 33 172175, wee killed in astion,
In addition, 1at L% Jaxes R. Penton and 3 enlisted nen were slightly
wounded in action, 2 of the said oniisted mess noi requiring hospitaliza-
tionl During the course of this actdon Co A kiiled 2 Cermans and sap-
tured 5. On this ssme date the malntenunce plstisn and Jo Hg of Hg Co
wider the command of lst Lt Kosak, wad atbached 1o Teelk Foree Hoke and
saintained defensive positions southeast of Berz, felglum, ccordinstes
$21054. , i ,

On 19 December 1944, Co © plus the 2nd Rem Flaloon was relieved Prom .
the 26tk Infantry Reglment, lst Infantyy Divisicn, snd placed in direct !
support of the 38th Infantry Hegiment, 2d Infanbry Vivision., Lo this - .
sume date Co & was again attacked by & strong enwy force but the enowy :
whe driven off. 1l eslisted men of o 4 were rapwrted am missing in
action 2s a result of this engagesent. lst Platos: of (o 4 papbured 11
prisoners of war on this date. On this same dibe o 2 fired 5 rouwnds of
APG at eneny tanks, results unknown,

On 20 December 1944, the muintenance platoon snd 09 Hy of Hy Co was
relieved from their defunsive positions occoupded in the viacinity of Berg
and retuwned to Hg Co's (P, vicinity of Sowbrodb. n this date a large
caliber shell struck the Hq Co kitchen, causirg 11 easuslties, 8 of which
required svacuation. Ted 5 Sidnay A. Sesrborough, later died as & result
of wunds sustained from the snesy shell. In sdéition 1 men from the Med-
leal Letachsent wes wounded as a result of the above meniioned shelling.
On this same dote 1t Col Deelay, Captain Hooney, and the S-3 Seotion left

to estubiish sn advence CP in Sleenborn at Uawlless idvance CP.

Gn 21 Upcember 1944, Co i killed & enemy parairoopers and saptured
one. On thia same date one enlisted man of Uo © was slightly wounded
in motdon, but did not reguire hospitalisation. i 2% Lesesber ont en~
listed man of 2nd Ken Platoon and 2 enlisted wen 6f (o A were wounded in
actlon, On 23 December 1944, lst it Halrston waa 3lightly wounded in
action but did not regquire hospitalisation. Un 26 Desowber the Bu o
sres way strafed 3 Limes by enemy adrersft, punciuring éwb truck tires,
and seiting afire an mumusition truck; which wes sxtinguished by mezbers
of the Maintenance Flatom. On this Sume dste & repiscaments were re-
eeived fraw the 3rd Replacesent Uepot. On 28 Decwibar 1944, one enlisted
man of Co A was wounded in sctlon. On 7 Deonher 1%k, four replacemmnts
vere recelved by this erganization from the 3rd Replasement Depot.

Cn 28 Docember 1944, tne eolisted man of (o 4 wis wounded in sotion
and one enlisted san of Co C was slightly wounded fn aetion but did not
require evacuation, On 29 December 1944, (o A was reliaved by 0o 4 of the
801st 1D Bm at Hofen, and Co B relieved from wupport of the 23rd Infantry
fegiment by Co B of the 80kst 0 Bn., The 612th T0 Bn, loss 0o , moved to
an sapenbly arss two sdles ¥ast of Verviers, wordinsises 725217, for the
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- puprpose of reorganization into & 5P Battalion, pursgiat to Searet letber,
Hyq lst U3 Army, dated 28 Decesber 1944, On this saue date 1 enlisted man
of Co C was slightly wounded in acticn. On 30 Deesber 1944, one enlisted
aan of So C was alightly wounded in astion, bt 434 wet require evacuation.

© On this same date, Capt George W, Sdott was relisved from asslgnwent is

Bn Ren Officer and sssigned to Hq Co for duty as Ge Somdr, And Capt John

F. Nyers was relisved as 00 of Hg Co snd sssignad aw Maintenance and Repair

Automotive Officer. lst Lt Sanford: 'A. Johnson waz relieved from assignment -

to Hg Co and assigned te kon Jo for duty as So Comdr, and lst Lt Joseph C.
Kosak was relieved from assignment o Hq Co and axsigned te Ren (o for duty
&y Compuny Ex Officer. lsbt Lt George E. Bruner was relisved from assigrment
te Co ¢ and assigned to Ron Co for duty s& platosn leader, and 1st L% Lowell
E. Storrup wea relisved from asaignaent to Co B snd sesigned to Hq Co for
duty as Hg Co Executive Officer, On this same dats one enlisted man of Co
G was slighily wounded in action, but did not resquive hespitalisatioens,
On 30 December 194k, 1st Lt Eugene T. Ubors frem &he 899th 1D fn was placed
on 5D with this organisation to inatruct personnel &f this battallion on io-
diraah fire. On 31 Decssber 194k, fift.m nphemts were received froc

the 3rd Replacement Depot.

The strength of Lhis argmiz&tim on 31 Ysemrbor 13k was 33 officers
and 569 enlisted mon. Two changes in commend osgursd during this period,
namely, Capl GCeorge W, Scott assuning comwand of Hg 08, upen Gupt John B
¥yesrs baing ssuigned as Maintenanoe and Hepuir dubomoiive Officer, and lst
1t Sanford A, Johnson asmaing command of Reosrnslssance Tompany.

J AR B. KENP
Kajor, Infantry
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