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612th TANK DESTROYER
Battalion

APO 230, U.S. ATny
3 March 19h5

History of 6l2th Tank Destroyer Battalion for month
of February 1l9i45. .
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Ghanges in 0% éni t ghei /1o
This’ orgenizatlop *cﬁn inugd % bs attasched to V Corps,
3rd TD Group &ndﬁrur?i?ﬁ;at ched to the 24 Infantry
‘\/' j! {\\: .
Strength commissionsd and enlisted.
(1) At beéinning of period - 37 officurs, 1 warrant
- officer, and 567 enlisted
men.,
37 offiocers, 1 warrsnt
officer, and 601 enlisted
- HeN.
Net change - Increase of 34 enlisted men,

(2) At end of periodj-

(3)

Stations (permaneunt or Lemporary} of unit.

Cn 3 February Battalion Forward CP departed. aty 1240
hours from its posltion at Camp Elseénborn and . '
travelled a distance of 12 miles to new position o
at Rockerath, Belgium, coordinates (Y97a0h6}, closing
at 1400 hours.

On 4 February Battalion CP departed at 1015 hours
from its. position at Sourbrodt, Belgium and travelled
g distsncse-of 3.3 miles to new positlon et Camp
Elsenborn, Belgium, coordinates (K90L084), closing

at 1105 hours. o -
On 5 February Battalion CP departed at 1400 hours
from its position at Camp Elsenborn and travelled

a distance of ‘12 mlles to new positlon at Rockerath, N
Belgiun, coordinates (K974046), closing at 1520 hours. |
Oon 7 February Battallion Forward CP departed at 0930
hours from its position at Rockerath, Belgium, and
travellad e distance of 10,4 wuiles t0 new position
at Harperscheld, Germany, coordinates (KDéélh&), .
cloging at 1000 hours. '
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(5)

(6)-

Marches.
None.,

Campalgns.
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On 21 February Battelion QP departed at 1320 hours
~from ite position at Rockeratlii, Belgium and travelled
a distance of 1044 umileg to new position et Hofen,
Germany, coordindtes (X94916L), closing at 1lh25 hours.
Gn 23 February Bavtalion Forward CP departed at 1425
 hours from i%s position at Harperscheid, Germany and
travelled a distance of 17 miles to new position st
Einruhr, Germany, coordinates (K043210), closing at -
1510 hours. ¥ _
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In addition to the campaigns for Hormandy, Northern Francs,
Germany (1), this organization was awarded Battle
Participation Credit for Campaign Germany (2), pursuant to
authority contalned in letter ETOUSA, SBubject, "Battle
Participation Award Germeny Campalgn (2)", f£ile A¢ 200.6
OpGA, dasted 5 Februar¥ 1945, '

Battles. -

(1)

i

7 —
Harperscheid, Schoneseilffen, Hellenthal Offensive,
Enezgé ~ With the exception of three or four SP .
agsault guns the enemy had no supporting armor. Main
defenses of the NMongchau Forest sector consisted of
log and earthen machine-gun emplacements, abattis snd
exbensive mine flelds. +When forced to withdraw, the

- eneny retired Into concrete pill boxes in the viecinity

of Wohlerscheid ecrossroad. When these obstacles were
cedueed the enemy fought s delaying action baok to -

the Schoneselffen~-Dreiborn ridge where he attempted to - '

set up a delfense line, A night attack caught the
aineny unpreparesd and he was foreed bo retire to a
new line along the eastern bank of the Olef river,
The terrain was initlally densely wooded, breaking

into open broken terrain, a series of high bald hills

with deep wooded valleys. .

Action « This orgenization was in active operations
from L February to 28 February 1945, During this
perlod thls battalion furnished direct fire support
and antle-mechanized protection to the Second Infantry
Divigion, ZFrom 1l February toc 5 February Company "A"

was atbached to thé 9th Infantry Reglment end supported.

their attacks on Sghoneseiffen, Germany (¥OLl4) and
Harperscheld, Germany (FO6L4), Third platon fired

L4 rounds HE et & machine gun nest and knocked it out
of action on 3 February. - Company "B" was attached = .
to the 23rd Infentry Reglment and supported their
atbtack through the Monschau Forest. " 0n 4 Februury

Company "B" supporbting infsntry attack on Bronsfeld, .

Gerneny (FO81L) knocked out two (2) pill box gtrong.
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points and one (1) machine gun emplacement with = -
<3 rounds IH, - The third platoon flred 5 rounds
HE, killing snd wounding six enemy. On 5 February.
Company "C" was in battallon reserve and was
attached to 38th Infantry Reglment and supported
thelr ettack on Hellenthal, Germany (FOSJ..-}.})). on

& February all compeanies were relioeved fronm
atbachment and placed in direct support of the .
Infantry Regiments. GQompany "BY reverted to .
battalion reserve snd surveyed one gun intoc ine- a
direct #ire position with the 1l5th Field Artillery
Battalion to fire iiluminating shell on call of -
the infantry. | Company "Cr also hed one gun with

8 similor misdion with the 38th Field Artillery
Battallon, These guns Tired 12 nilesions, 48

rounds illuminpting shell on request of the

infentry commenders, On 15 February lst section

of the third platoon of Company "C" fired.l38

rounds HE and AFC at three strong points in ,
Dickerscheld, Germany (¥0708) from previously 4
prepared positions, and killed or wounded an
estimated 55 enenmy, and on 21 February fired 57
rounds HE and APC into ‘five strong points in .
Honningen, Germany (F0909), killing and woundling -
an estimalted 32 enemy, Company "B" relieved
elements ol the 899th Tank DeStroyer Battalion -
ln the vicinlty of Herhahn, Germemy (F0918) on g
21l February and took up anmbi-tenk positions prow
tecting the 23rd Infantry Reglment from mechanized
attack. Companies MA"™ end "C" were relieved by
elements of the 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion

and they reverted to battalion reserve on 21
February. Company "A" then placed one destroyer
in indireect fire with the 37th Fleld Artillery
Battelion dnd essumed the mission of firg ok
illuminating shells, Doring the perilod 22

rounds of ammunition were expended in direct fire
and 109 rounds were expended while in indirect
fire positions, of which 48 rounds were illumineting
shell. ' '
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h, Commanding Officers in Important Engagonents. ‘
On 19 February 1945 at 0001 hours Captein Thomas J. Davies
asgumed command of Headquarters Company Irom Captain -
George W. Scott, bransferred to Battallon Steff as S-2,
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i+ Losses in Action; " Officers and Men.
Woundeqd - : -
_ ‘ Tec L James E. Emerson, 34501769, 3 February
SR - Cpl Alvert H, Runco, 38104376, I February
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Tee 5 Sanford L. Mbntgomery, 3)h7050h, 6 February
{not hosp)
Tec L Claudse Wa Ubhles, 34500950, 6 February
Pic Rovert L. Cook, 3457881k, 6 February
Sgt Warren L. Gooper, 36308950, 7 February (not hosp)
Pfe Luther V. Sadler, 3&;01935, 12 FPebruery (not hosp)
Pfe Herold W. Inoch, 34501601, 1) TFebruary
Plfo Forest As Sweeney, B5h0£719, 18 February .
Tec 5 Arthur E.. WBlcu, 96;33357, 22 Februery (not hosp)

Mlssin# |

T GyLlvestre Partida, 6957541, reported as missing in
action on 18 Janudry 1945 should be corrected to read
wounded ln sction 18 January 1945,

Killed

Set Damon. B, Sandcrp, 3;353826 ] Fabruary

Pfc Russell H. McQuiston, 35)61873, 16 FPebruary
Pfe Glovies Miller, 3&5018&9, 18 February

Je Pormer and present members who have distinguished them«
- selves in action, i 13
(1} Silver Ster -
Pvb paul Darretta, 3219727&, G0 13, Hgs 24 Inf Div, .
6 webruary L5 1
Cpl Qtephen F. Gerny, 334385408, GO 13, Hus 24 Inf Div, 2
6 February 45 ‘
_ Cpl Grover i, Gilbert 20424142, GO 13, Hgs 24 Inf Div,
- ) _ : 6 February 45
Pvt Jewel W. Raulins, 20#2#821 GO 17, Has 2d Inf Dlv,
-~ 16 February 45
Sgt Clarence W. Resd, Jr., 3&525126 GO 17, Hus 24 Inf
Div, 16 February L5
Setb Arne He Suomi, 39175931, GO 17, lgs 24 Inf Div,
16 February 45

(2)

Silver Ster (Missing in Aculon
; aylor, y GO 17, Tgs 24 Inf Dlv,
' 16 February L5
(3) Bronze Ster (Second Oak Leaf Clusbter)
- Bgt David D. Barto, §§EIE§7§, GO Iﬁ, Has 24 Inf Div,
. l Februsry A5 5
(L} Bronze Star (Osk Leaf Cluster) T
, Capt‘William Se Groif, o9T., 0-1821857, GO 12, Hus |
: 24 Inf Div, 1 February 45
Cpl Morris N. Bryant, 3h588508, GO 12, Hys 24 Inf Dlv,
1 February 45
Sgt william DiNino, 33153680, G0 12, Hgs 24 Ianf Div, :
1 February L5 |
Sgt Homer OQusley, 3535#771. GO 12, Hgs 24 Inf Div,
1 February h5 y
Cpl Levio D. Seamon, 35391892, GO 12, Hgs R4 Inf Div, *

1 February h5
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() Brouze Star {gellentry)
ist Lt peter W, Halrston, Jr., 0-1824307, GO 1L, .
Hgs 24 Inf Div, 8 February 45
© 1lst Lt James R. yonton, 0=18226114, GG 12, Hgs 24
Inf Div, 1 ¥February L5
Cpl Ghaster Ie Greﬁorzik, 35306097, GG 12; Has 24 -
- Inf Div, 1 February L
Tec 5 Alvin S, nggrove, 34525088, GO 12, Hgs 24
' Inf Div 1l Fabruary L5
Pvt Archie W, Holnan, 20805687, GO- 12, Has 24 Inf
Div; 1 February 45
Sat "ﬂil\.& . I&OUli.ELI'J.O:.:, 3&201809, GO 1.25 Has 2d Inf
K Div, 1 February 45
PPe Robert . Khéera, 36746219, GO 12, Hys 24 Inf
Div, 1 February L5
Pre Thomas Je Huyray, 33364794, GO l?, Hoe 24. Inf
Div, 1 ¥ebruary 45
Tec .5 Leslie F. étlack, 36129332, G0 14, Hgs 24 Inf ‘
Div, 8 February A5 g
Mliesing in Acfion) .
919, GO 12, lids =d InT
Div, 1 February 45
Sgt Frederick T, {Kaminski, 31065068, GO 12, Hqs 24 Inf
Div, 1 February 45 .
Brﬂnze Star (Oak Leaf Cluster){(Missing in Action
y Has 2d Inf
Div 1 February 45
(8)' Brouze btar_iﬁbritorious Service)
Major James B, Kemp, 5_‘97820 GO 20, Hgs 2d Inf Div,
20 Tebruary A5

(6) Bronze Star (Gallant
vt George A Bl@ok, 35

7

q ke Photographs of personnel important scenes or evsnts.
None. , :

l. Miscellaunsous.

(1) On 8 ¥ebruary 1945, Zad Lt willlan H. Brannon,
01998453, was promoted to lst Lt per.peragraph -
1, SO 339, Heedquarters First United States Army,
d&tea g February 1945, with date of rank 8 February
1945. -

(2) on 16 February 1945, lst Lt Banford A. Johnson,
01821873, was promoted to Captain per varagraph
1, 80 47, Hemdquarters First United States Army
dated 16 February. 1945, with date of rank '
16 February 1945.

(3} On 14 February 1945, 2nd Lt Thomas D. Davisg,
01998372, was promoted to 1st Lt per paragraph
5, S0 45, Headquarters First United States Army,.

dated 1L February 1945, with data of ‘¥
AL February 1945. / ﬁz :
) ‘.frr ;
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