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MEDICAL DETACHMENT
612th Tank Destroyer '
" pattalion

APO 403, New York, N.¥. -
: 20 September 1945 -

SUBJECT 1 Period Report, Msdical Department Aotivities,
T0 1 The Surgeon General, Washin&bon, v, C,
THRU  : Technical Channels. i

1,  EARLY HISTORY, HEDICAL DETLCH!ENT 612TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
;

The Yedical Detachment was ji@tiﬁt&d with 612th Tank Doa't-ro;ror
Battalion on 25 Jume 1942 at Camp Swift, Texas, The personnel strength of
the Detachment at time of activation ?onsiated of two (2) officers and

ssven (7) enlisted men, Detachment was under command of Captain John J,

Rouse, M. C. | ! ,
On l) Decewber 1942 the Battalion was assigned to Tank Destroyer

Center, Camp Hood, Texas and om that dzte moved to Camp Bowie, Texas and
attached to Buic Tnit Traiwing Gmter. Hare the Dotaetment drew personnol
rillers from mduction uentern and entered into basie training in Medical
First Ald in the Field. Pergonmel sirength of the Detachment at this tim
consisted of three (3) officers and thirty-two (32) enlisted men, Constit-
uting the officer persomnel wers two (2) Medical Officers and one (1) Den-
tal Officer, .

During basic training at Camp Bow:l.e, Texas the mdical Deta.chmn‘b
personnel were given schoolroom classes on First ald by Medical Officers,
and during phases of field training weré assigned as oompany ald men to

.ompanios of the battalion for training in the field, During this period
"one enlisted man was placed on detached service at Brocke General Hospital, .

Fort Sam Houston, Texas and enrolled in Medical Department Service School
for schooling as Madical Teehnician,
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Ypon completion of basie training, the Battalion moved

i on 3 March 1943 to Camp Hood, Texas and was attached to Advanoced Tnit
Training Center, Wnile here the Nedical Detackment, continued their
" ¢lasges in First Ald and rece:!.ved further training in the field.
(4) enlisted men placed on detachcq service at Brooke Ueneral Hogpital,
Fort Sam Houston, Taxas and enrolled in lbdical Department Servioce
Scho-ol fcr schooling as Medieal s,m!i Surgical Tschn!.c:lans.
Duing this period captain John J, Rouse, M, C., comnanding
_ officer of the Madical Detachment ’?3 hospitalized due o attacks with f o
heart, and was later droppod from qssigmmt‘ Lt. John F. Brennan, M, C.
was assigned duties as cmmnding cfﬂeer of ths Hsdieal Detachmnt.
Advanced training was a'mplstad on 12 Jum 19&3 and on 11; June
193 the battalion moved to Camp S!qi.f‘b Texas, During thia per:l.od frm
1 Juse 1943 to 13 September 193 the battalion reviewsd basic and advanced |

training, ™o (2) ¥edical Detachment enlisted persormal were placed on dot- :
achad service at Fltzsimons General Hoapital, I)onver, Oolorado for training
as Surgical Techniciams, One (1) enlisted man placed on detached aervico at
- Army and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, Arkansas for training as _Had,- S
ical Technician, One (1) enliated man placed on dstached service at Lawson
Gereral Hospital, .M;lanfa, Georgha for training as Dental Techrﬂ.o-ia;n.
(n 13 September 1943 the battalion moved to Third Army Maneuver
Area in louisiana, where it participated in Third Army Meneuvers untill

15 Novenber 1543, at which time it returned to Camp Fwift, Texas,
On 20 December 19,3 the b‘attal:lon.m recrganized from Self- N
propelled to a Towed Battalion amd went into tralming with towed weapons,
During the period from 20 December 1943 to 26 March 194li the

battalion was being processed under requirments of POM, Bxaminations were

D e e

_ given by Battallon Surgeon to determine fittness for overseas service, 4ll
: . _ ]
spectacles were brought up to date and required immunization were given,
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- Port of Esbarkation, arriving on 29 Harch 19hh. Hare the men wers furttwr
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On 26 March 194k the battalion moved by train from Camp Jwift,
Texas to staging avea at Camp Kilmr; New Jersey and ma:lgmd to_HéwYork' ‘

pmesud and received typhus mutions-
on b April 15k the batt.alion was slerted for overseas movement
and on 5 April 194k moved to New York: pora af Tnbarkation and swharked on
His Majestys' Troop Trmpu't" Tia de France ", dropping anchor at Green-
ook, Sootland on 15 fpril 1. | - .
oa 16 April skl the battinm moved by rail to Failand Tented
Samer Camp, Falland, England snd was ' anaigmd to First Army and abtashed
to V Corpss -
On 15 April 19l the battqlion was slerted and began drawing
equipsment and supplies and by 26 wy,}.?hh was fully equippsd, Concurrently
with the drawing of supplies for the organmtion, intensive training in
weeting POM requdirementa (35V) was uzﬂerm.. '
n 27 ¥ay 15kl the battalion moved to Cump 'C!, Darton Stacey,

~ B eyt

‘England and on 11 June 15 moved to marshslling area at Brockenhurst, Eng-

land, Here final preparations were made for tranafer of the battalion across
the Fnglish Chamnel, ’ ’

2, COMBAT HISTORY, MEDICAL D‘?TACMNT, 612TH TANK DESTROYER BAT’L‘&LION

The Battalion Atd St-ation Group, eonsisting of ons (1) ledical
foizer, one (1) Dental Officer and five (5) enlisted men, disexbarked from

LST on Omaha Beach,on ths coast of France on 16 Junme 154h and moved inltund
to Transit Area # 2, Here the waterproofing was removed from wehicles before

_moving on to bivouac area for the ndghi, The Foliowing day,; 17 June 15k the
. Battalion Ald Station Croup moved to Foret de Carisy and set up Battalion

Atd Station in avea with Battalion Command Fost, coordinates 43707,
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Upon arrival in Francs the 612th Tank Desiroyer Battalion was
sttached to the Sscond Infantry Division for anti-mechaniszed defense.

On 25 June 194l the rear echalom of the battalion with attached
Yedical Detaohment Perscmml arriwd to bring the Detachment to full strength
of one (1) lMsdical Officer, one (1) Denta.l Officer and twenty (20) enlisted
men, Detachmant was under eomand of Captain John F. Brennan, M, C.

Transportation facilit:.es of the ledfcal Detachment at this time
consisted of one (1) 1 ton cargo tmck with 1 ton trailer and three (3) % ton
trucks. The 13 ton cargo truck with 1 ton trai].er was used to transport the ;
Battalion Aid Station and Medical Suppiies._ '

By the use of sorap :lrcng improvised litter racks were constructed

on the threo one-quarter ton trucks foi' the transportation of casualties, With
this improvised rack it was poseible tq tranaport three litter patients at
onde,

Dus to tactical deploymewt of the tank destroyer companies with
infantry regiwents, any resulting caswalties would be evacuated through infan-
try aid stations in the immediate vieini'(;y of the troops in praferanée t0
transporting them to the Battalion Ald Station set up with the Battalion
Command Post, Therefore 1t was deemed advisable by the 'Batta;lion Surgeon to
redeploy the Mediecal Detactment Personnel, One (1) Aid Man was assigned to
each platoon of tank destroyer guns and ome (1) Ald Man with ¥ Iitter Rack®
one-quarter ton truck was assigned to each gu-company conmand post, where
he established a Compary ALd Station. Under this umm ‘the Battalion
Ald St»aﬂon Group consisted of one (1) Medieal Officer, ons (1) Dental (fficer
and six {6) enlisted men,

Tme to eﬁznw artillery barrages in the immediate area of the

Battalion Ald Station, during the peried from 17 June 19k to 6 July 19hh,

it was deemed necessary by the Batbtaliem Surgeon to comstruct a dugout in
which to ast up the Battalion Ald Station for protection of casualties

during barrages of enemy artillery fire, This was accomplished by digging a ’
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" hole appraxinately tmelve (12) feat long, eight (8) feet wide, and six (6) G

feet deep, The earth evacuated from thé l:ml& was utilized in sand bags which

~ were placed arownd the top edge of the h;le to & height of appm‘bely three
(3) feet, The hole was roocfed by meanséof logs cut in the area and shaet ‘matl oo
obtained from destructed houses in theiarea, After the logs and sheet metal
had been placed over the hole apprqxim:’fttew two (2) feet of sand bags and
sarth were added, Thsx; the .h.ple was ca%mfla.ugad.- In digging the hole a shelf
of earth was léft on each ‘side approa:iimately eight (8) feet long, three (3)
feet wide and four (i) feet high, Thesi shelves were used to accomodate two
lit'bters. Yedieal Department Chests nmnéara one and two ware set up in each
end of the dugout, Light was fumished by means of & sealed bean headlight
from vehicle, Upon departure fm the ;urea. the sheet metal metal was salvaged
from the roof of the dugout _ahd trargspijar’oed on the one and one-halfl ton truck

to be used for futwre dugouta, s

Oe 6 July 194l the Batw.i;m_ Ald Station moved to new location -\

' approximately two and one-half milss southweat of Cerisy la Foret, Francs,
Due to nature of the terrain and relation of location to the front it wasn 't
deemsd necessary to dig the Ald Station in at this point, )

On 2% July 19k the Battalion Ald Station moved to new position
one-half mile northwest of St, George d'Elle, Franne; Here the Battalion Ald |
Station was sgain dug in, One enlisted man of the Medical Detachment evacuated
to hospital as a result of tx}nmstorz, and was later dreppad from assignment,
This decreased the Detachment sirength to two (2) ofﬂma and nineteen (19)
enlisted men, p _

On 1 August 1Shh the Battaliom Ald Statiom moved to mew position
one and one-half miles southeast of Torigmy, France remsining in overnight
bivouac and moving the following day, 2 August 19hl, to position cme-half
mile west of Ia Cabotiere, France, Here it remained for one night bivouse,

moving on 3 August 19hh to new position ons-half wile west of Souderal, Franoh

Here the Battallion Aid Station was agai.n sst up in dugoub.
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On 6 August 1541 'the Battalion _was releived from the line for
forty~eight hours, This time was used by the ledieal Detaclment personnal
for the cleaning of equipment and repleniahing of auppliss.

' On 11 August 19hh the Battalion Aid Station moved to new pouits.on
one mile southwest of Coulances, ?ranee where the aid station was sgain dug
inte the ground for the protection of camaltiel.

On 13 August 194} the B&ttalion Add 3tation moved %o new position

two miles wast of Vire, France, Hem; the aid gtation was set uw in command
post tent, | D
On 16 August 19l five ehlisted men of the Medical Detachment
were swarded Bronse Star Medals for meritorious service and one enlisted
man awarded Bronse Star Medzl for ggllanbry in action, One enlisted man
swarded first Oak Leaf Cluster to Bx;mfze Star Medal for gallantry in

action, ) _ ,

On 19 August 194l the Ba;ttalion Ald Station departed from pog-
ition two miles west of Vire enroute to Floudaniel, France arviving 20 Augw
ust 19hL;, Battalion moved into direot and inddrect fire positions to begin
the siege on the city of Brest, France,

. On 22 August 1S5hh the Battalion }.id Station moved to mew position
one mile north of Kersaint.Plabennec, France, Two casualties resulting from
shell fragments were treated and evacuatsd through Battalion aid Station,

Thres enlisted men of the Medicsl Detachment transferred ta‘

companies of the Battalion, This decreased _‘":.he Stronghh to two (2) Officers o

and sixteen (16) enlisted men,
On 18 Septexber 194k, after the fall of Brest, the Battalion Aid
Station moved into assembly area with the Batialion; one and one-half milles
west of landerneau, France, Here vehicles and equipment were made veady for
moter convoy through France enroute to the fyont, Shows were cbtained for
the entaftainment of the troops, I;actﬁwos on Venereal Digsease were given
to Battalion formation by the Battalion Stlrgot;n and Division Chaplin, . '
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On 27 Ssptember 1ShL the Bat’t.a.lion Ald Statioen mvad from
Landerneau, France by motor convoy with Battalion enrouta te new position
one mile northwest of Steinbruck, Belgium arriving on 30 Sspterber, The
.Battalion Aid Station was set wp in Command Post Tent im the sdga of a
woods.

e e et e e

n i October 194h the 6121;1"1 Tank Destroyer Battalion was detached |

-fron the Second Infantry Division, with the exception o:I‘.‘ Gne company. Company 4
B was attached to the 23rd Combat Team. Task Force X wag constltuted, consisting
of Headquarters and Headquarters Compapy and Company A, 612th Tank Destroyer B
Battalion; Company X and Cannon Compamr, 9th Infantry; #ompany D, Thlst Tank
Battalion, The Battalion Aid Station wns ‘assigned the duties of Medical Care
for Task Forca X and on 4 October 191;1;' moved into mew poaition in Manderfeld,
Belgium where Add Station was eatab}iapnd in building. Thirty-two (32) men F ‘
forming a provisional Collscting Gcmpapy were attached to the Battalion Ald
Statlion for the evacuation of wounded.

On 5 October 15lli three casualties resulting from shell fragments
were treated and evacuated through the Battalion Ald Station,

On 9 October 194y the Provisional Collecting Company was detached
from the Battalion Aid Station and transferred to another sector, leaving’
thres (3) ambulances and six (6) enlisted men attached to the Battalion Aid

Station for the evacuation of wounded,

0n 22 October the Battalion Ald Station was releived of it's duties
with Task Force X and moved to new position at Bimerscheid, Belgiwm, Here the
Battallon Ald Station was again set up in buildings, This period was idle with
the exception of dental patients being taken cave of by the Dental Officer, This I
1dle time was utilized by the Babtalion A1d Station Group in the clesning of
equipsment and supplies,
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On 12 Decerber 19l the Battslion Ald Station Group moved o new

position at Sourbroudt, Belgium where the Battalion Aid Station was again
established in buildings, '
On 15 December 194 the Battalion Aid Statien Oroup were divided
' into two groups in order %o best utilize medical. persormel to best advantage
in face of the German Counter Orfensiw. The Dental Officer and two enlisted
men moved the forward Add S3tation to Wcrtsfeld, Belgium and set wp in vicinity i
of Battalion Forward Command Post, 'Ihe Battalion Surgeon and two enlisted men |
were left o operate the Battalion Aid*, Sﬁa‘bion. _
(n 17 December 194}, three (3§ enlisted men of the Vedieal Detachment .
were reported missing in action and one (1) littsr rack one-quarter tom truck :

lost due to enemy action, _

On 19 December 19k} thirtaen% (13) casualties were treated at Batt~
alion Afid Station ., Ons enlimted man of the Madical Detachment evacuated to
hospital with head wounds resulting frém shell fragments, This decreased the
strength of the Medical Detazchment to two (2) Officers anﬁ twelve (12) enlist-

ed men, _ )
On 29 December 15kl the Battalion Ald Station Group moved to

vicinity of Verviers, Belgium. The Battalion was in process of morganiziﬂg
from a Towed Battalion to a Self-Propellesd Battalion.' While here the troops

of the battalion were broqght up to date on immunizations.
On 21 January 1945 the Battallon A1d Station Group moved to mew

position at Sourbroudt, Belgium where the Aid Station was eatsblished in
buildings, One enlisted man of the Hedical Detachment returmed to Battalion
Aid Station,from duties as company Aid Man, with eombat exhaustion and om 23

January 1945 was transferred to Heaciqua.rters Companys This further decreassd

the Detachment strength to two (2) officers and eleven (11) enlisted men.
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on li February 1945 the Battalion Ald Station Crowp moved to
new position at Camp Elsenborn, Belgiufn remaining for one night stay, then -
| mov:l.ng on to establish Battalion Aid Station at Rochars.th, Belgium,
n 7 February 1945 two (2) reinforcements were received by the
Medical Detachment. Under new Table Pi’ Organization rasulting from reorgan—l
ization of Battalion the Medical Det@i;e_ment was not alloted a Dental Offlcer.
Consquentily the Dehtal Officer was ﬁ:ramsi‘erred from the Detachment, At thls |
time the strength of the Detachment éﬁras ona (1) Officer and thirteen (13)

i
1

onlisted men,

| on 21 February 1945 the Bat‘balion Add Station Group moved to
new position at Hofen, Germany, ’ﬂhilp at this location the Petachment re-
ceived one reinforcement which incméa,sed the gtrength of the Medical Det-
achment to one (1) Officer and fourt‘g_:aen (1) enlisted men,

On & Mgreh 1945 the Bati’;alion A1d Station Croup moved to new
position at Valatten, Germany remsining for one night then moving on 7 March
1945 to new position at Nerchernich, Germany.

on 8 March 1945 the Battelion A14 Station Group moved to new
poaition at Licherscheid, Cermany remaining for one night then moving to new
pdsition ab Bruck, Cermany, During these daily moves the Mediecal Chest were
s0 arranged in the ene and one~half ton truck sc as to form a mobile Ald
Station, : |

On 10 March 1945 the Battalion Aid Station (roup moved to new

LT position at Schalkenback, Germany and Battalion Aid Station was egtablished
in buildings,
On 21 March 1945 the Battalion Ald Station group moved to new
position at Iins-on-7hein, Cermany and Battalion Ald Station was agein es-
tablished in buiJ:dings.
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On 25 ¥arch 15h5 the Battalion ild Station Group moved to new
position at Niederbieber, Gn'many remaining for two dsys then mdving on 1
27 ¥arch 19115 to new position at Gronshamen, Germany,

On 29 March 1945 the Bathlion Aid Stationm (roup moved to new =
position at Nieder Hadamar, Cremrw remaining for one night then moving %o ‘
new position at Homberg, Germr;y After one night moving on to new posi'bz.on |
at Sachsenhausen, Gemny Hera the; | Battalion. Ald Station was established N
in pu:lldinga. : : i o | '

On 6 april 1945 the Ba.ttalion A1d Station Croup moved to new
position at Grebens’c.ein, Garmmy esiahlishing Battalion iid Station in buil-
dings, . -

On ¢ April 1945 ﬁm Ba*bf-ﬁlion 414 Station Group moved to new

position at Mttmarshausen, OGsymany remaining for two days then moving on
11 April B945 te Sollstedt, cem, '

On 12 April 1945 the Battalion Ad Station Growp moved to new
position at Bad Frankenhausen, Gemny rempining for one night then moving
on 13 April 1945 to new position lat- eéhrendoi'r, Garmany,

On 17 April 1945 the Eatf.alion Ald Station Growp moved to new
pozition at Bad Durrenberg, Cermany remaining for two days then moving on
19 April 1945 to new position at Markranstadt, Cermany,

On 21 April 1945 +the Battalion Ald Station Group moved to new o
position at Bad lausick, Cermany, One enlisted man from Medical Dotachment |

granted furlough to the United States, and was later dropped from assign-
went, This decreased the Detachment to ome (1) Officer and thirteen (13)
enlisted men, '
On 2 May 1945 the Batt.alj.cm Ald Station Gcrbup moved to new posiion
’ . at Nleder Murahh, Cermany remaining for two days then moving on h May 1945 to

new position at Grasserdorf, Cermany,
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On 6 May 1945 the Battalion Aid Station moved to new R
position at Horsozski-Tyn. Gzechoslovakia remaining for one day, '%
then moving on 7 May 1945 to Pilaen, Czechoslovakia. The Detach-
ment strength at the end of combat consisted of one (1) Officer

and thirteen ( 13) enlisted men.;

Lo o Ay £
RIS NE LRI I 3¢ rifalis.ch

LATE HISTORYZ MEDICAL DETAGHMENT 612TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALIOH:
| During the period from 7 May 1945 to 7 June 1945 the batte
alion waa given Physicai examinations to determine Phyaical rrofiles |

in accordance with redeployment nequirmants.

- ‘On 27 June 1945 the unit 5oved to Nyrsko, Gzechoslovakia.
Here the Medical Detachment was assigned the duties of medical oare
for Displaced Person Camps in the vicinity.

During this period ten (10 7 enlisted were received into the
HMedical Detachment by transfer from other organizations.,'!”"'J"“

enlisted men transferred from the Medical Detachment during this

period- bringing the strength of . the Medical Detaehment to one (1)

officer and eighteen (18) enlisted men, .
On 13 September 1945 the unit moved by rail from Kyrsko, Gzedhs |

oslovekia arriving in agsembly area at Camp Chicago, France on 17 o

September 1945 and began processing for transfer to Zone of Interior.
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kP FIELD SANITATION:

During the first months, after the battallon was comaitted to
cembat, the troops lived in the field under combab conditions. Troops
wers housed in shelter tentsa and sheltei'ed fox holes, Later it becams
possible to billet the troops in housas.

Water supply for the battalion was obtninsd from Pngineer Water
Points and was tra.nsported and st.orsci in five gallon metal water cans,
Monthly tests wers made of water by t&ae Battglion Surgaon to determine
amount, oi‘ resldual chlorine, Samples were submitted ongs a month to
Medical Leboratory for bactsriolovicai anajysis. Instructions were given
by the Battalion Surgeon on the use qf halagone tablets for the purificatw
ion of water, if and when it bscame ﬁecasse.ry to obtain water from any
source other than engineer water points.

Food ratlon consisted of the Ten~in-one type ration, which was
suplemented by extra ratlons of milky sugar, coffe and bread, and the
131 Type ration. The ten-in-one type ration was lssued to groups of ten
men and were prépared individually by the groups on one burmer gasoline
stoves. Later it became possible to have the food prepared by the undt
kitchens which tranaported the food to the front by the means of marmite
cang, All troops were servedat least two hot meals a day, and in most
cases three hot meals a day, Physical examingtions by the Battaliom
Surgson revealed no gpparent malnutrition due to lack of proper food and
no vitamin supplemsnts were necessary, Carbage was disposed of by means
of garbage pits,

In the field, human excreta was disposed of by means of deep
pit latrines, Later when the troops were billeted ln houses, human excreta
was disposed of by means of permanent latrines at location of billets,

-la -
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The troops were lssued DDT powder with the insbructions to

PR ghen R,

apply every fourteen days to their axiliac and pvbic regions and in the

seams of their wmderwear for the control of body lice,

o
&
£

4. VENEREAL DISEASE CONTHOL

During the period lectures jre;ire given on wenereal disease by
the Battallon Surgeon, Company Gomnanéing Oi’fiu'ers and by Divislion
Chaplins, " B : ‘ | !

Prophylaxis kits were avaﬂ.rbla to the men at all times in l

addition b0 regular dispensary phophyims gtations,

%hen the tactical situationu permitted, attempt was made to- :
furnish recreational facilities to thf troops, in the form of Movies,
USO Shows, Ball Gamez and Dances.,. '

¢
i

Fosters on venereal diseass were posted on all bulletin boards

in company areas. _

When cases of venereal disease were confirmed by Army Hospital
Units, the Venereal Diseage Officer was notified and all possible effort
was expended in an attempt to apprezhend the conbtact, in which cﬁse the
contact wag twrned over to U3 Army Military Affairs for examination and
treatment, |

ETOUSA Medical Department Form Kumber 302 was filled out on
each cass of wvenereal diseass diagnosised,

During the latter part of the period an Enlisted Man's chib

. was established, which provided éntertainment for ths treops with three

woekly dances, and movies when available, In addition an Enlisted Men's Club
Amnex was establlshed which provided recreational facilities for the troopa,
A Battalion Ball Field was obtained and Soft Ball Teams were orgasiszed for

compef:l.tion with othey organisaﬁons.-.
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¥ 5., SUMMARY OF MEDICAL SERVICESY

1. Patients treated at Battalion Aid Station:

Military Personnel; 1,029
Civilians: 420

2. Patients evacuated from Bgttalion Aid Station:

o
Military Personnel: 264
Civilians: .19

3. This data obtained from file copies of Form 51, Sick
and Wounded Report, Medical Depariment, US Army.

j
H
| £
JOEN P. BRERN

Captain, H.C.,. .
Surgeon, 612th TD Bn.
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