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— - W was- rather raw g~d cold on the morning of the thirty-first of. b&%'u%
* larch and the men of the Second Platoon, Reconmaissance Companyg Fere mad, - 7%
THelir officer was mad. The¥*d been up all night marking the route for - - .0
the combat team to move to the line of departure and chow was late. .
Okay,-we'll zat a Kat K ration. ! -~ = , ' '
No, chow is here. Okay,we'll eat hot-chow. - - - _
As it finally developed half atei hot chow a~d the other half ate at
a K ration on the route. - o ' : AR
e were to spearhsad the advawce: of a~combat team corsisting of ta-ks,
tank destrozers, doughs and e-gineerg with Warburg as the objec%ive. Seven
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o'clock~rolled around and we left thg I.P. _
e had been warned-by P.W. reports a~d through interrogation of some
gpixl civiliarg that there were Pangerfaust-emplacements aloung~the route
we expected to followr Were we nervous? What do you think?~ There was :
no trouble u-~til the hegd of the recpunaissance column hit the road junetion
just outside Fews. 7 I o o .
Trer4 the dug in outpbst was takeni completelz by surprise and we had
a little trou 1e,conviw01n§ them that we were reall% there. One enterprising
soldier made the migtake o 'opaﬂiﬂg fire with-an automatic weapon and our
50s from the armored cars convinced him that his propaganda machine had a
COg missing. There seemed to be only slight resistawce so the platoon
mov%E-o%, ropping off Sgt. Jim Wiley with two quarter-ton crews to mop .
i up the boys. - P - - =
\ - Wilcos Out. The boys started skirmishi-g down the hillside. Tactically.
in error, but under the circumsta -ces effective since the outpost was o
taken in it's entirety. One man gave Some trouble. Fe started to make
like a farmer with a mamure -fork wmben the sergeant motioned for him to
- come~on over a»t join the rést of his glagmates. A-burst from a Tommy
unshowed him the error of his wags ant he joined the rest of the boys
in line back toward the maix body of the tagkxfrres combat team.
- We moved on, crossi-g the bridge into the town. WNow here.is where
old man Ripley bows out To us, AnSmall staff car comes tooling dow-
the road with two officers out to e~joy-the soothing air of the cou~try.
They tuok one look at-the star o thé front of the I-8 a~d bailed out -
with their bands in the air draggi-g not the usual part of the a~atouy,
but their chins. - = : -
Fine. Two more P-38sfor our collection'and off they went trucki-g
1o our rear. - . - e - '
| liove out. On the bank to the right of the road a machine gut opened
up questioninglg, Pvt. Garfield Jawes a swered the question with tEe .50, ..
but our big question was when is alt hell going to break loose?® There © =
. seemed to be only one way to fi=d the answer so-we kept on rolling.= I
' Past the tracks and on in to the first of the built ug area. Ah, it
. is a rolidag. Iir. gnd-lirs. Kraut a~d all the little Krauis are out :
i enjoying the-sun, which by now bad managed to stagger dru~ke-ly into
 positiony What 1s this? Americas? Mo, it. can!f be. They are -ot
; across the Rhine yet. —Some froze in their tracks a-d watched with
| unbelieving eyes as—the ‘platoon, in perfect. column for o1ce, roared
on dﬁgn the road. Others ra~ for trees,houses or a'y type of cover: .
ne very dignified offfcer-was lea~ing against the fe-ce of the
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| flower garden in front of his house smoking an after-breakfast cigar -
| when we pagsed. ;Ahi armored cars. Hitler is wonderful. They look - -
f icle
}

just like the ve s of thoge swinish Yanks. I shall smile at—-our =
ighting men. I shall nod and wave t¢ them. ®e officers must show wwe
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Fare not tanghty. After all a penng invested i good feeling might compoun
into a whole hide., Migawdl They are: Yanks., . - . - cl
=~ Have -you~ever seen the perfect double-taks? Tkis was it, Beaming good -
cheer for the German armg replaced In a flash with dumbfou-ded surprise.
Kraut officer ome wag. Cigar the other. - R
On toward the center—of town to t;e main road leading to the railroad -

station and yards the~other leading on to the other side of tow~,~ Fere -
. the platoon split. The first sectionjmoving toward the station the second

. -section on toward the western outskirts. | oo
. From there events occured with top great—spead to be placed in wvoherent.

. order. Wowever there was in one courfyard the local spit-a~d-polish boys
;- lined up for %uard mount—-and a very correct officer inspecting the very
. tgevil out—of them. By this time there was gpasmodic firinrg here and-
. theré as the armored cars of the sections and fhe quarter-tons fa-ned out
along the direction of movement, so ahy attempt to resist was fired upon,

& few-of the guards~made motiors to {aise their rifles and a burst-of .50
sent the ﬁuard‘and the officer into the dirt. At the last report theg
were stitl upset. - o - ‘ -

Farther on down the road we met the Officer of the Dag, or the Kraut
equivalent, breezing along in & sidecar of a_motorcycle very stuffilg
inspecting the city garrison. He was] probablg a stinker a-~yway...

The second section had by this time run~into a hot spet ir the center .
of town by the church and was havingi it's hands full. Word had trickled
down that somebody had sold somebod{'the wrong feature story a~d tre Yanks
were really there. Lachine gun, autormatic weapons fire, bazooka a-d rifle
fire was being thrown at them. L - - . :

A -ngerfaust is—an item-not to be-argued-with in am light armored ... «—-
recon so S£Sgty Short ordered his_sectlon to pull back and in so doing
made & U turn right in front of & S.P. gun, the crew being too surprised

i-

- tG fireo“

In the meantime the quarters=tons and their-crews—hrad been having a
field #azt day. Sgbt. Farmon walked-into a machine skog a~d closed 1t
down. The ne t recpmmeg%agiog to the GermandGeﬁiia%_S affdwill probablz
carry a ‘ m that, s Re-equipped with bigger doors.=—
~ -_% 1. Locke waS“flying’Tﬁ#i&E&ﬁhthegstggat when heggeceived the order
. to withdraw from that sector of town when some misguided Jerry let fly
at himwith a bagovka rou-d. kissed, but a piece of shrapnel cut the
micropkone out of kis hand gust as he was~Rogering on the order. The
Eicture”he-made going dow» the-street with a fist¥ul of-loose wire i»
his right band, holding down the trigger of the .30 with his left will
remain long in our memories. , - - ‘

Sgt. Wiley, Inddyx¥sadswxy and Todd, ikadows, Burwett, Thore and
Peterson were playing hagpy fun games with a group of officers who chose
not to give up and~wére being hard tu get—in and out of doorwags a-~d- -
alleys. liost of them finally gave them the slip around a buil iﬂﬁ where ‘
~two very stiff and formal guards were sta~ding at.garade'rest with bayoretted
rifles. They told the two guards to come on, but they refused to leave -
their posts. Good soldiers. A burst from a Tommy gun around their feet 7
in true Dan licGrew style changed their little minds, o

So we pulled back, calling for the tanks ant T.Ds. to come in and
lay fire on the town to support the doughs as they moved in. o

As we rolled across_the bridge going out a largeish frau-came—-pedallig
along into town with.a basket to do the daily marketing. Ach., Those - ¢
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Yanks can*t be trusted. They are not supposed to be—here for eight days
%et, but here they are, Betier—I should hide, And hide she did. The =
icycle went cragily to the right ard she scuttled crazily to the left to -
~hide in the drainage ditch. Picture .if gou wvan a very siout womer, a o
erfect 36 (feet) hiding in~a four inch ditch. At least her head-was in
gefiiade and ostrich-like thre posterior was—putting Hill 192 to shame.
Somehow Kennedg, tke .50 gunner o7 S4Sgt. Short's armored car, resisted -
making a~reconnaissance by fire of her military cresty Such restraint.
A woman her age should wear more clothes in thTs weather.

We rallied in a defiladed spot, ito the southeast of town a~d gave. -~ .
the tankers the information we had gathered as to strong“goints a~d they -~ -
moved in, dismounted the doughs and proceeded to thoroughly mop up the. ™ -

~ place. R ' ' o

R We couted noses. Burrett, Thorne and Petsrson were missing. We
had seen them on the bridge as we came out., They were;y shall Ixzax we
say searching, the crew who had begen posted %o ‘blow the bridge. By
twis time the town was under fire and it was impossible to go back in.
The tankers were informed and we tried to direct them to ar area on
which. fire was not being placed by radio, bui our calls.received no

Rogemen 5 small procession came filing up the hill.> The missing men
marcking a swall armg of prisoners, thorougklg searched, up the hill
in tre Tace of ta-k fire. Nothing seems to phase the G7I.
: Wone of us were~keaxx wou~ded to speak of.~ Cu-»i~gham received a
slight cut—across the bridge of his wose a-d the lieute ant some cuts
on kis right hand. =~ = e - ' . : _
Total score for the home team ktka on that operation® 80 prisoners,
some twenty of tre visiti-g team killed or wounded, a light comma~d car
destroged, two cargouitrucks-will Yever run-the-same, a gasxkarxkxigxikgd - -
gas dump 1gnitéd, kkxxeexmaimreyziesxrgdnzEdxiwxzaixazz, four moturcycles
reduced to salvage, one machine shog out for the duration, one Chic
8ale building (we couldn't resist it) splatiered over tre yard, a-d we
had all in~creased our stock of souverirs, ] . -
Give the T.Ds. a job to do.a-d theg'll get it done. TVoyeyer puch

Attacred to tre platoon were three armored cars from the gun company
and withoug tre assistarce of Jolse=r Gazell, Herscht and Duncan with.
their—-crews we'd have had a much hotier-iime. - : -

The Panther screamed that dag and the marks of bis claws will
long show in Warburg. .




