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YILTORY OF THE 527th TASK DECTROYE:x BATTALION
Fetruary 1941-February 1945
By George P. Lucas
) As a result of the success of the Nazl Panzer tank
divisione in blitzkrieging Foland, Czechoslovakia, Austrla,
Belgium, Holland and France, the War Derartment of the United
States had modified the French 75-MM gun and eetablighed antl-
tank units threughout some of 1tes army divielons.

G and H batteries were designated as anti-tank units 1in
the 106th Fleld Artillery;fegiment from Buffalo, New York,

& unit of the 27th LCivisicn of the New York Natlional Guard,
that was Federalized for ene year of training at Ft. Mclellan,
Alabama, February, 1941.

On January 21, 1941, a group of draftees was sworn into
the U. S. Army in the Yates Hotel 1in Syracu.e. Another group
was eworn into cervice in Buffalo sn Januray 22, A third
group was sworn into service in Rochester on January 23. All
were sent to Ft. Niagara for processing. They were lssued
woelen clothing that smelled of moth balle. I dare séy that
they were put into storage after WWI. The coats and the
pants lege were too long in many cases. I was 1lgsued a pailr
of army btritches and wrap-around wool leggings that dropped
down te my shoe teps during clese-order drills. We were
igsued doa—tags with our army serial numbers, We toek the

IQ test and a persenal history of eacha of ug was compiled.

. We learned close-order drills on the parade grounds in 20-

degree temperaturec with winds with a chill-factor of minus
zero degrees blowing on ys frem Lake Ontario. OSome of us
were on KP, barracke cleanup detall and warehouse storage
of newly arrived allitary clothing, etc.

We spent approximately five dayes at Ft. Nilagara, 212

selective service inductees,when we prepar=d te entrain
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fer Ft. McClellan, Alabama. Because it was an evernight trip,
we rode in Pullman cars that were service by Kedcaps., We arri-
ved at McClellan at about 1:30 PM en Sunday, January 27. It
was a dismal day, raln and a gray sky. We were met by expres-
slonless non-commissioned officers who ordered us to mount the
2-1/2~ten trucks. Enroute to the 106th Field'Artillery regi-
mental recreati&nal hall tne scenery was net pleasant, the soil
within the fort was a white sand sans any vegetation. After we
reached the rec hall wé detrucked and were herded indcors where
we were greeted by a smiling reglmental chaplain, Lt. Cel. Re-
man J. Nuwer, who welcomed us te the AEF (Alabama Expeditienary
Force),

After the welcome oratory, we were given shert-arm inspece
tion and ufixrwurd were: assigned te three batteries as follews:
112 men to G Battery; 112 men to H Batiery and the remainder toi
lat Serviée.ﬁhd Amzunition battery.

‘Maj. Gen. Wllliam N, Haskell was the 27th Division Comman-
der, Col. Ronald C. Brock wae the 106th Regimental Commander.
lst Lt., Leoan M Schultz comamanded G Battery and Cart. James R.
Virtue commanded H Battery.

. Menday the 28th was devoted to introductiéns to the battery
comrrlssloned and non-comnissioned officers. We were lectured sh
military life.

Each battery was 1ssued two medified. French 75-millimeter
guns (the table of materials called for six guns per battery),
2-1/2-ton GMC prime mever truck:?dcommand cars. The gun crews
tcoé turna practicing on the real guns, while the other crews
pragticed around tent ridge polee,pxxuxratatingxbasismx

On the 29t:jbere introduced to the 75-Mi guns., The modi-

fied guns were eaulpped with split traills, twe Jacks to railse



tne wheels of the ground and an artillery sight graduated in mils,

On the 30th we were lssued campaign hats, machinaws, gas
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All the Selective service recruits in @, H and 1st .Service

ppnxxna% military dress and fatigue

Batteries were igsued
clothing;ﬂexcept Private Harry 'Tiny' Sturdevant of Coraing | f
becauee of his huge physique. He were his ciﬁilian ciothes ,
for atleast six months before the army quarternaster could

furnish him with clothing that fit hia.

18 ©lI Lne venn, -« 2 ©5L0OVe Plpe excenaea 1o Lvue VP BL vue
stove through the opening at the tep ¢f tne tent. The first
section hadq a damper and the top section was capped with a spark

arrestor. We fired the stoves after eur.daily drills. Some-
malfunctioned

times the spark arrestor mzkﬁumakxau causing tne ealtting eof

sparks that landed on the canvas and burned a hole or noles in

1t, Sometines the holes were so large that the tent occupants

- slept under the winter's night sky for days before the tent was

replaced or repaired. It was the street guards. duty te keep
the fires going during the nigat if there was a supply of ceal
in the teit. |
‘ ' ?Wdﬁdc@
On March 3 Battery G was g§xursimed followlng the death of

Pvt. Frank V. Faulisi of Corning, N, Y., from spinal meningitis.
The regizental doctors misdiagnosed'the dlsease because Frank
was confined te nis quartersby the doctors with a high fever.
The quaranteed was extended another week because Pvt, Clayton
Bitker of Rechester became afflicted with tne same kind of dis-
ease a week later, de recovered.

. Bef&re dark three 20-gallon garbagé éans were placed at
intervals on each battery street because of tae distance to
the latrines. They weré used to urinate into. In the aorning

the last six men to fall in at revilie were designated i



to empty the cans and dry thez out with flaamlng newpaper. The
stench was awful., I was caught once becauge of the wrap-around
legglinga., It was the last tlae I put thenon'before mess, I
was glad that ay everceat was leng.

'6 and H Batterles were engaged in thirteen weeks of basic
training before they trained with the other units of the 106th,

A regimental dance was held on Sat., Feb., 24, 4h the per-
manent post gymnasiua. One hundred fifty men were selecteq
from the 106th to attend this dance. A problem confronted the
hﬁsts because ghere were fifty glrle from Birmlnghaa, Jackson-
ville and Anniston. The coammittee issued red, white and blue
strings to three groups of fifty men each hoping te solve the
problem which got eut of hand after the tnlrd dance. So they
gave up.

On- April 7 Governer Herbert H. Lenmaa of New York State
reviewed the 27th Dlvlsion during a twé-day stay which inclu-
ded the 106th regiment.

On May 1 sixteen men from Battery G were prometed to the
ranks of sergeant and corporal. I was promeoted to the rank
of corperal. I was assigned as a guaner on the 75-MM gun.

On May-27 we headed for aaneuvers in Tennesse. The
daneuvers would provide tests for the new mobile kitchen
equipment, which replaced the old wood burning ones, bitkx-
kximg mobllity agalnst the 3rd Aramored divisien commanded
by MaJ.:Gen George Patton, interrupted sleep and delayed
meals, long marches. and ‘eating canned ratliong,

On July 1 most of the men of the 106th were given 10-
day furloughs. It was a welcome respite from the dally

routine of a GI.



When we returned to Ft. McClellan we fired the 75-MM
guns against moving box targets. The exerclse was a total
success, We were well tralned, and profilclent in.anti-tank
tactics,

Battery G engaged Battery H in :gunnery competition:
Drepping the talls gates, Jumping off the prime movers,
unceupling the guns froa the truck., moving the guns te
a designated area, splitting the trails, Jacking up the
wheéis and sgignting a designated target. Battery G won

.by big margin so that the gun ~rews of Battery H had to

clean ﬁhe four guns and prime a;overs to the satisfactlon
of let Lt. Charlea Cameron of G Battery.

On Aug. 7 a convoy of 1200 vehicles left Ft. McClellan
fop the Arkansas Loulslana amaneuvers. It was a three-day
trip. fhe exercise pitted tné second aray against the
third army. It was the largest maneuver in the military
history of the United States. The areas were infested with
copperhead snakes and red ants. On one occaslon G-bat-
tery personnel ralded a watermellon field while in con-
voy on & p--- stop. The faraer cnased the convoy for sev-
eral miles, He coaplained to the comzanding officer. We
had & shakedown inspection. Wwhst we did to hide the evi-
dence was to pour out tne sand froa the ammunitlion bexes
and hilde pieces of watermellon in them. We learned later
that the mellon farmers gued the United States Government
for their losses. I don't know whether or not they recov-
ered any amount of money.

On Sept. 13 a tropical storm of growing intensity hit
the maneuvers area. Our clothes and personal gear were
saturated. It took us three days to gryout.

Tne anti-tank batteries were enzaged against taes lst

araored divislon tnat was equipped witn new medium tanks.
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Also, the B-25 mdeium eize bombers and the high-speed B-26
Martin medlum size boambers participated in this gigantic ex-
ercise., The bombers demonstrated their awesome aerial pow-
er by dropping 100-pound bombe on 100 obsoléte aray tanks.
Theser maneuvers demonstrated that the army wae not ready
for actual couxbat because of leadership faults, lack of
fighting equipment and poor tactics..

The 27th Divigion ?etunned to Ft. McClellan on Oct, 1.
Later that month the soldliers were igsued the new steel hel-
met that 1s etill in use today.

After the 1nfamous attack bn Pearl Harbor, Hidkam and
Wheeler alrfields, Schofiéld barrickse,and other military
installations on Dec. 7th, the 27th Division was alerted to
prepare to move to Ft. Ord,Qalifornia. About 60=percent of
the men in G and H Batterles were transferred to the 106th.
Both batteries had tneir 75-MM guns and prime movers trans-
ferred to the 27th Divielon. The remaining personnel of
G and H Batterles worked 24 hours a day loading the mater-
lel onto flat ~bed railroad csrs in Gadedén, Alabama.

Some non-commisslioned officers fromngggag%:ggggga%gtter1es
of the l04th and 105th Fleld Artilleries were transferred

te the newly designated 627th Tank Destroyer Battalion which
- was formed by a General Order from the War Derartment as of
Decs 15th.

Shortly after Christmas Dey the 627th was fully comple-
mented with men from the 33rd Divigion it 45 stationed at
Camp Forrest, Tenneezee: ng?Battalion conglsted of ﬁead—
quaters company, -Retonnalsance company, A, B and C Firing
companles., We were 1lssued 77-MM split trail guns that were

drawn by 3/4-ton weapors carriers.
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Right after New Year's Day we moved froam tents teo bar-
racks next to the General Hospltal, It was the first. time
in almost a year that we slept in a waram bullding. 'We spent
the time - in overnlght bivouacs and simulated anti-tank
problemse on the military reservation near Gadsden,

On Feb, 21, 1942, the battalion moved from Ft., McClellan
to Camp: Sdn Luis Obiepo, California. Our troop train consig-
ted of Pullman and baggage cars. The baggagecars were uséd
to ceok our meals. It took three daye to reach the camp,
Everytime a freight train approach, we were side trached,

IN- the. Gaylime- we woullidetrainand do calisthenics,

While at San Luls Oblspo, we were assigned to defend Plg-
no Beach and Morro Bay. We occupled these areas when a Jap-
anese submarine fired on cants Barbara. We encountere some
problems with the MP's 1in town. They were from the South
and did not care for Yanks. We slept in Byramidal tents that
vere heated by heating oil fired Sibley stoves.

On Feb, 21 we moved by truck from San Luis to the East
.Garrigon of Ft. Ord. Again we elept in pyramidal tents that
were heated with heeting oll fired Sibley stoves. At the
fort we were astligned guard duty and defense of the Monterey

. entertained

Bay area. The battallon personnel was zriBEiain by actress
Patricia Morrieon. We were linoculated with Yellow Fever ser-
un tnat was donated by the Rockerfeller research foundation.
About 75 percent of us contracted yellow jaundice. oSome of
us with severe casee were horitslized in thne General Hospital,

On March 20 we moved by truck from Ft., Ord to Bayshore ~
Keﬂnel Club in Daly City which was adjacent to the famous
Cow Palace.

On June 22 we boarded thec So President Johnson at the
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Port of Oakland. §Six hours outside of San.Franclsco the Paci-
fic Oceanbfﬁﬁmsery choppy, causing aany of us to tecome sea-
Blck. Many of us d1d not eat the evening mess.tihmt »wwxing,

We reached the Port of Honolulu nine days later tecause
our convoy zig-zasged all the way, We disembarked froam the
ship and boarded narrow-gauge railroad cars that took ua past
Pearl Harbo; where we saw the upper structures of the gunken
ships and past Wheeler airbase where X%w%%wnnmn remnantﬁ of
damaged aircraft. Then wé detrained at the Wahliawa military
evacuation area that offered us a panoramlc view of Pearl
Ha;bor. Latef we were glven tne history of tne Hawallian Is-
lands gnd the culture of the Polyneslan people., Our stay
heré was devoted to field problems and lectures.

On Aug. 14 we left the Island of Oahu for Hile, Hawali,
which was an overnight trip, aboard the inter-islandjgépWhlla-
eale. Upon arrival we rede by trucks te South Point, the
Seuthern mosp part of the Big Island. The place was desolate,
sandy and without any’vegetation. I felt as though i was in
the French Forein; Legion. We lived in wood army barracks,
We were on guard duty 24-hours a day.

On Oct. 19 we left South Point., Company B was stationed
at Walohlinu. We were quartered in billets. Our assignment
was to defend South Polint and Kimo Peint near Naalehua. We
were given six French 75-M¥ guns with beox trails and six
prime movers. The otner coampanies of the 627th were assigned
to guard tne area around Hile and the General Lyman Airbase,

While at Walohlnu some of our non-coamlssioned officers
were advancela rank and ordered to Tank Destreyer School in
Canmp Hood, Texas.

Later Comapany B moved to the foraer city of Olaa where



we were quartered in billets in a sugar ~ane field. ILater
we moved to an area between Olaa and Pahoa. One of the
platoons was assigned to guard the sector to the North around
Hawl. Another platoon commanded bty Lt. Allely, was assigned
te defend the Kona coast. I was in that platoon. We bullt
gun positens at Henaunau (city eof refuge) and at Kallua Bay.
We occuplied tha gun position at Kailua Bay at sunset.

Coxpany B was mové& to defend the General Lyman air-
base in Hile and guars tte utilities.

Scme of our =en were placed on detached service to ser-
vice the Killauea Military Rest Camp.

Lt. Cel. Wglter F..Alt was relieved of hls comannd of
the 627th. He was transferred to Gen. Gibgon's coamand. Lt,
Cel. Maurice Fitzgerald succeeded him as the coammander of the '
battalien, .

"While enroute to the platoon at Kealakekga, Corporals
Erhardtand Eastman were involved 1in a serious Jjeep aécident.
Thelr vehicle left the road and plummeted down an émbénkment.
Erhardtdied by being iampaled on & broken sapling and Eastman
had ene of hlg arms severed belew the shoulder. Because of
first-ald training he unconsclously stopped the bleeding with
hig wgist belt., Corperal Erhardt's remains were interred 1#
the Hi%o cemetery. »

On June 1943 we received the M~1l0 tank destroyers and
armored cars, Companlea B and C were stationed at the for-
mer Conservatlon Cerps camp on the fringe of Kilauea volca-
no. We practiced anti-tank amaneuvers and tactlcs 1in the
Hawalian VoicanoesNational Park. It was an ideal plane fer
such exercises.

While at this camp site we were placedon Goxbat alert.
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We were engaged in tactical problems day and night. Our secur-
1ty 6Gections were given speclalized combat training, Esch man
had to qd#lify 28 a marksman. As bappened once before, the cem-
bat alert was 1ifted. As a result, we practiced :firing the guns
en the tank'destroyers a8 artlllery pleces. These exerclgses were
very satisfactory. We used tdopographic maps and observation..pogts,
suceeded

Tech, Sgt. William Tinnelly axememi. Leon Benfield ag our 1lst
Bgt. Bonfleld was transferred to another unit with 5/Sgt. Zlezula,

While on the Big Isiand, csome of -our men fermed bewling teams,
& bagketball team and a soft ball team., The seftball team won
the aramed ferces championship. The basketball team 414 well teoc.

We returned to Oahu in the Spring of 1944. Some of us were

officers

guartered in the non-cozznlssianed/hemes in Schofiled while the
others were stationed in Wahiawa. Mest of the time we engaged
in tactlcal exercises. Ames Curchin was given a field cemanis-
8lon as a second lieutenant. We flelded a football team that
pPlayed in the Honolulu stadium, The football gear was furnished
by 8pecial Services. They dld rather well. The ﬁeam was coached
by Jehn Ksienzyk who became backup quartertack for the Los Ane
geles Rams of the National Football Leagus, r

In pec. of 1944 the majority of the men of the battalion
were glven a3p-day R and R leave. We salled from Honolulu Har-
bor aboard the S5 Matsonia without a naval.escort. We arrived
at San Francisco three days later. Then we were transferred te
Angels Island where we were issued woolen clothing. A few of
the men R & R!d 1in California and others in the Illinois and
New York States. We traveled by Pullaman car to Ft, Sheridan
and Ft. Dix, Froa these ailitary bakes we traveld by rail coacﬁ

te our home towns.



While at home on the R and R in Buffalo, George Rlch,
the mess sergeant of C Companym recelved a letter from the
army flnance diviglon that niq wife was marriled to five GI'B.
She was recelting five subsistence allowances each month,
| After the Z0-day period we returned to Ft. Dix where we
were given a 15-day R and R becauce of transpertation prqb-
lems, Afterward we tréveled by Pullman cars to Ft. Lawton,
Waéhington, where we were quartered for approximately thrée
weeks,

w; boarded a Swedish frelghter with a name that trans-
lated into English "Fountain in the Woods." The trip to

the Island of Oahu took five days. We were trucked the 5{;’
“li,
etaging area at Ft. Kamehmeha where we learned.that.the 5%&x/¢ ~
- ‘\.\ Q:;' ‘ /-f.;; B
<::?§7%h T. D.)Battallon was dliszolved Qghof Feb, 1, 1945if’//) -
v,
We—we old that the firing companies“;Bﬁldmbecomewaua er- 'ﬂvéﬁ

master Companles, - -the Reconnalssance Company was to becaome
; Graves Registration Unit. I don't know what became of
_Headqua;tera Coapany.
EPILOGUE
The.men~1n the three quartermaster Companies were bil-
leted near the outskirt of Honolulu on the sane street as the
Hawailan Prigon., The men were assigned daily toe work in the
- Guartermaster warehouseg. throughout the Island. 5ix méniwerec-.
| more fortunate,cthe were in charge of trucking the Okinawan
Prigoners of War to tne vapiaus quartermaster warehouses.
Some of the dissatisfled men transferred te combat units
because they felt humiliated corting WAC bras and panties. |
They participated in the invasion of Okinawa and the retaking
of the Phillipine Islands.Some of them were awarded Purple
Hearts.

In the Spring of the year Congress passed a law that any



© GI with 88 or more points was to be free of combat duty. Be-
cause most of us had more than the minimum points, we were
stuck on the Island of Oahu in the Hawailan Command for the
dﬁratlon of the war,

After the war against Japan, t:ose of us to be discharged
boarded the old Naval carrier The Saratoga at Pearl Harbaor.
It was a three-day trip to Alameda where we wer transported
by an army boat to ilstaging area in Pittsbug, California.
About a week later we béarded an Army alr transpert at Travis
Alrforce base. Because the ground crew overfield the airplane
tanks with gasoling that spilled over the wings, the flight
engineer cancelled the flight till the next d'ay. ie slept
in the barracks at Lowery. The next day we arrived at the
Newark airfield after dark. As the plane was land ing we were
treated to the spectacular sight of an 1lluminated Statue ef
Liberty. I then thanked God tnat I was an American. My stint
in the army was well worth it. .

ATter an overnight stay at Ft. Dix, N. J., We were glven
physlcals and instructed to apply- for disablility compensatien.
Afterward we were interviewed by non-coxmissioned officers whe
went over our allitary records, part of which wés to included
on ocur Henorable Distahrge Papers.

We were discharged at 10:45 PMand transporied by &ramytbus
to Trenton where six of us hired a taxi to Grand Central Sta-
1n’Manhattan. We boarded a crowded train fer Buffale. We had
te stand all the way to Schenectady. It was a milk train that
made every stop along the way.
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The 627th T. D. Battsllion Veterans Assecliation has held
an annual reunion, except for two dark years, ever since the
first one at the TWO-BIT CLUB on lower Main &t. in Buffale
in December 1945, The late John Egan was the prime mover
behing the reunione., He died in February 1385.

Subgecuent reunions have been héld en a rotating basis
in the citlies of Buffale, Rochester and Syracuse, Because
of the %1l health and death of some of the organijers in
Rochester and Syracuse, the reunlons have beeh held alter-
nately between Buffale and the Corning area.

' Harry 'Tiny' Sturdevant 1s the perpetual President of
the assoclation any George P. Ducas ls the secretary-treas-

urer,



