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.- 633d TANK DESTROYER BATTALION & AT
, Fort Bragg, North Carolina dl
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(Date) °

Original and Final History of 633d Tank Destroyer Battalion.
The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D«Ce

Original Unit.

a. 633d Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP).

b. 16 December 1941.

¢. Camp Forrest, Tennessee.

d. lLetter War Department, The Adjutant General's Office, Washington,

D.C., dated 3 December 191, File 320,2(11-17-L1)MR-MC, Subject: Organi,ation
of Tank Destroyer Battalion.

o. Persopnel obtained by transfer from 1224, 123d and 124th Field -

Artillery Battalions, 33d Division Field Artillery.

Men - T15.

2. No changes in organigation occurred.

3, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted.

Jalled 1o Y3 : (\.'1'*"I."‘"I£}f?y

a. 1 Jamuary 1945 - Officers - 53, Verrant Officers -'2, Enlisted

b. Net increase for
Officers Warrant Officers Enlisted Men

Jamary T 0 Vi
February 85 0 25
March 0 0 3
April 0 0 0
May 0 0 11
June h 0 16
July i b 0 0
August | 0 Y 25
September K14 e o
October
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38 October 1945 - Officers -. . .3 Warranmt Officers - 2; Lnlisted _

k. Stations - Permanent and Temporary.
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Fort lewis, Washington. _

Arrived 7 November 1943, departed 10 Jamary 19Lk.

Pilot Knob, California. | _

Arrived 1} Jamary 191k, Departed 16 March 19kk.

Camp Maxey, Texas. _

Arrived 19 March 194k, departed 13 April 194k,

Camp Hood, Texas,.

Arrived 13 April 154k, ¥Frmmsrdodtmkienx departed 2 March 1945.
Camp Shanks, New York,

Arrived 2l March 1945, departed 31 March 45 for European Theater.

5, Marches - None
6. Campaigns.

8e
be

Ce
_ Sudentland.

d.

Central B.xrope
Duration: 12 days.

Purpose:s Neutrali ation of German Armor in and about German
This organization also helped vith the evacuation of German Prisoners

Per VOCG 16th Armored Division.
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7. Commanding Opficers in Important gengagements - None.
8. Losses in Agtion - Officers and Men - None.
9. Former and Present Mgmbers who have Distinguished themselves in Action;

a. Engagement - Heroic achievoment in comsction with Mylitary Operations
agsinst the enemy in Germany.

. be Names - 1st Lt Cramer L, Williams & Pfc Howard C. Ego., -
weblh
¢, Act - & General Opders ¥, 145, 1st Inf Div,

de Reward = Bronze Star Medal in both cases.

10. Photographs of Personnal, Important Sgenes or Ezﬁpf oifhed hereto
phobograph of Lt 001 Brisack presenting lst Lt wjlli e e Star Mgdal,

11. Remarks General for the year.

20 Jan 45 - Battalion alsrted for Movement Overseas, Ltr Hq TDS, Ceamp
Hood, Texas, dated 20 Jan 45.

1 Mar 45 - Battalion received call to the Port of Embarkation.

21 Mar 45 - 'rrain No 1 departed for Camp Shanks, New York with fourteen
Officers, two Warr ?‘tﬂ} rs, and three hundred and twenty-five enlisted men
at 1945 hrs C'h‘l‘ a1 2 departed for Camp Shanks, New York with ei.ghtoon J

cara and'tw? dred and seventy-one onliatodrmon at , 1015 hrs CWT. (\/ Witk g
??IJ ¢3¢ Camp Shanks, N w York)tra¥sl{hg“s distance-of fomu- L

.? 24 Mar 45
@re&n&da&mmi]@l. Morale of troops excellent.

= 29 Mar 45 - Departed from Camp Shanks, New York to entrain for Port of
Embarkation at 0800 hrs. Entrainéd enroute to Port at 0930 hrs arriving at.
0950 hrs. Embarked USS General Williem M. Black at 1030 hrs.

31 Mar 45 - Sailed from New York Pfort for overseas desiination.

1 Apr - 11 Apr 45 - At sea - no accidents occurred. rai/

13 Apr 45 - Battalion departed from L@Havre, France at A®30 hra. an-
routs to DuClair, France, Due to nuymerous delays the train didei®7arrive at
DuClair until 1030 hrs - traveling a distance of forty-five miles. ,.The Battalign
detrained at 1035 hrs and proceeded to Camp Twenty Grand om foo‘lfn
and one~half miles, arriving at 1145 hrs.

27 Apr 46 - Battalion relieved from assignment to Fifteenth US Army and
assigned to THIRD US Army. Received orders to proceed to Nurnburg, Gexmany.
(AUTH: TWX Field Force Port Detachment, Eleventh port, dated 27 Mar 45).

28 Apr 45 - Battalion located at Camp Twenty Grand, France. Preparing
for movement to Nurnburg, Germany, to join Third U.g. Army, per VOCG, Fifteenth *

UeS, Army. Companies "A", VB", and ®C" awaiting arrival of train for shipment
of track vehioles. Ramps weore built.

29 Apr 45 - Train for track vehicles of Companies "1" "B", and "C" arrive
ed at 0845 hrs; i-madi&to—ppoaasdings—oro—&&bi—etod—te—ﬁm—lo&&ng Loading
started at 0900 hrsy and was completed by 1200 hrs. At 1645 hrs train departed
for Nurnburg from DuClair, France, with Capt John H. Morrison, Bn §-2, in com-
mand. Complete gun crews plus platoon leaders and tenk recovery crews made the
trip by rail, ;
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30 Apr 45 - Hyad of column, considting of wheel vehicles of the Bnttt.;lion
passed the IP at 0805, located, entrance of Battalion Motor Pool, Camp Twanty
Grand, France. Order of March; Rea Co, CP Group, Headquarters, "A", "B" and
nc"* Companies. Bsadquarters Compeny and CP Grpup and Rpcomaissance Company
full strength with the exception of men in hospital nﬁd those who had already
departed in advance detajl. Companies "A", "B", and "C" minus track vehicles
and men detached to accompany them on tﬁ tra?n. Medical Detachpent full
strength with all vehicles. Battalion at 1900"‘5,70\1;0 area near Reixms,
France. Troops werse billetad in Transit Camp, sleeping in tents. Distance
traveled 160 miles. Weather cold and snowing. Morale of troops exceallent.

1 May 45 - Head of column departed from bivouac area at 0800 hrs. Opder
of March; Ren, CP Group, Hq, "A", "B", and "C" Companies. Hgad of column en-
tered Germany at Saarbrucken at 1830 hrs, Arrived at Eaiserlautern, Germany,
at 2100 hrs. Troops were billeted in old SS Troop Barracks end H adquarters.

2 May 45 - Departed from Kaiserlautern, Germany, at 1800 hrs. Opder of
March; Rena, CP Group, Hq Co, “A", "B", and "C" Companies. Arrived at bivouac
area in Erlangen, Jermany, at 2330 hrs. Reconnaissance Company reported en-
countering sniper fire at 2000 hrs. FNo cesualties were sustained. No return
of fire was delivered because exact location could not be determined.

3 May 45 - Battalion moved at 1000 hrs to an area 5 miles north of Nurn-
burg, Germany, and was attached to the 16th Armored Division by verbal order
of the Commanding Genera) Third United States Army. Arrived at new bivouac
area at 1045 hrs.

) 4 May 45 - CP Group and Hq Company moved into billets at Nurnburg, Germeny,
located on corner of Archiv Strasse and Buche Strasse. Gun Companies and Ren
Company remained behind awaiting arrival of track vehicles. Instructions re-
ceived from 18th Armored Division were that as soon as track vehicles arrived
and Battalion was complets, zon‘ayanioa would join Combat Commands "A", "B", and
"R", with Company "A"‘&Eﬁﬂoﬂ €6 Command "A", Company "B with Command "B", and
Company "C"™ with Command "R". Persommel Section moved to rear echelon of 16th
Armored Division Agministration Center.

6 May 45 - Reconnaissance Company reported to 16th Armored Division at
1150 hrs to act as security for Division Administrative Center. Gun Companies
still awaiting arrival of track vehicles.

6 May 45 - Track vehicles arrived from Wurzburg, where they were unloaded,
at 0315. Ceptain Morrison submitted diary of the train trip which is as
followss
X "on Sunday, 29 Apr 45, at 1635 hrs, part of the Battalion, comsisting
- of énlisted men and 9 officers from "A"™, "B", and "C Compagies, plus 2
enlisted men from the Medical Detackment and the ByttalioR S-2, who was acting
as Train Commander, departed by rail from DuClair, France, with Nusnburg, -
Germany as its destination, The train itself was made up of 21 flat cars carry-
irgthe 36 M-18's and 3 M-32%¢ recovery vehicles. I, addition, there were 11
box cars which carried edl—efrtf personnsl yg, o4 trmpedimei Ttz

"The trip was made under trying weather conditions, with snow, sleet, ..-°
hail and rain prevailing throughout. Although there was no heat of ‘any kind in
the box cars, all personnel managed to maintain a certain degree of warmth by
heating "C" and "K" rations on their individual gas burners.
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nInformation available at the start of the trip was that it would take approxi-
mately three days to reach Nurnburg; however, there were innumerable delays and
prioritiss which delayed the train until the afternoon of Saturday, 5 April 1946,
at which time it finally reached Wurzburg, Germany, st 1445 hours. #hile this
was epproximately 60 miles short of our destination, which was yurnburg, Germany,
orders were received from the Battalion Cormander to detrain and march overland
to Nurnburg. At 1845 hours the f{lat care finally shuttled to e siding where tEe
vehiclos were taken off. Companies moved out in the order of A", "C*, and "B",
with tail of "B" Company clearing the remp at 2105 hours. The night march to
Company bivquac arees between Nurnburg and Erlangen was made very smoothly and
without irfi{Sent despite strange shell-pocked roads and fairly heavy traffic. "B"
Comparyclosed into its area at 0315 hours, 6 April 1945, end the train Cormander
returned by jeep to Nurnburg, Germany, where he reported to the Battalion Command-
or at 0600 hours that the mission had been accomplished without losa of any kind.

mich credit should be given to the enlisted personnel who guarded their
vehicles 24 hours a day. At all times there were at least two men on each ve-
hicle manning the 50 caliber machine guns, and prepared for any eventuality.
Their spirit and high state of morale was maintained despite the cold end other
adverse weather conditioms.

"One of the highlights of the trip was the crossing of the Rhine over the
Frenklin D. Rossevelt bridge at Mainz, Germany at approximately 1830 hours, 2
April 19465, :

Battalion Commander held Company Commenders and Staff meeting, giving them
the situation. The 97th Infantry Division moving out on highway 14, objective
Pilsen, Czechoslcvekia. 16th Armored Division with 633d TD Bn attached in direct
support, 633d TD Bn to move out when Battalion is complete. Hgad of column
passed the IP located at junction of highway 14 and Auto Behn, at 1500 heurs,
minus Recornaissance Company which was still on duty with 16th Armored Division.’
Order of marchy "B" Company, CP Group, Hq Company, "C" and “A" Companies,,k Arriv-..
ed at Weidheus, Germany, at 1930 hours. Distence traveled 76 miles. Troops .
billeted throughtout the towd. Outpost security was crganized. Company "C"
captured 4 members of German youth group dressed in civilian clcthing with approp-
tiate armbends, at 2030 hours. They were processed by Battalion S-2 and evac-
uated to reer Prisoner of War Camp and CIC. Hq Company outpost captured 4 German
soldiers (enlisted men) at 2130 hours, who were processed and evacuated to the
Prisoner of War Camp and CIC. At 2330 hours Lt Lewis, Liaison Officer with
Division, returned from echelon, 16th Armored Division at Pilsen, and reported
that the Battalion was directed to move to Pilsen as soon as vehicles could be
gassed, and that contaot parties from each gun Compeny would go forward to their
areas sssigned by Cambat Commanders. e also reported that in all probability
Reconnaissance Compsny was seeing some action; this was verified by later re-
porte from Ron Company Commander stating $hey had encountered snmiper fire. The
snipers were not engaged, but were by-passed to be cleaned out by Infantry units
- : from the rear. . -

3 ] = a),
May w\s—y'ﬁ:@aﬁo?dlo mander At fofwafd ooll:olon to con-
tact Commanding General, 16th Armored Division, and Combat Command Commanders at
0800 hours. Battalion completed gassing vheicles at 1045 hours and head of column
spart rom W idhsus, Germany, at 1100 hours. Order of march: "C", “g", CcP
Group, Hq Company and "A" Company. Battalion Commander and contact parties met
the column 2 miles east of Kozuluky, Czechoslovakia (Sudentland), Companies re-
verted to control of contact parties and proceeded to Combat Conmands; Compmny

"A" to CCA, Company "B" to CCB, and Company "C" to CCR, 16th Armored Division.

>
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Hesdquarters Company and CP Group proceeded on to Pilsen, Cszechoslovakia, arriv-
ing at 1500 hours. Distance traveled 50 miles. Established billets in old gsech
Police Esadquarters and GCerman SS Headquarters.

8 May 45 - Battalion still located in Pilsen, assisting 16th Armored Division
in evaucation of Prisoners of War to prisoner of War Camps.

- 9 May 45 - Companies "A", "B", and "C" reverted to Battalion control, Moved
into billete with Headquarters Company.

10 Mey 45 - Battalion moved from Pilsen, Czechdslovakia, at 1100 hours, and
traveled 35.2 miles to new bivouac area. Battalion CP located 4 mile west Krivice,
czechoslorakia, coordinates (974.8-5G0.8) map of Germany, Sheet T-7 Tischenrauth,
scale 1/100,000. Companies bivouaced in areas as follows with Company CP's located
aty Hq Company (974.8-560.8); Company "A" (979.8-558.5)f Company "B" (977&8-559.4),
6 mile west of Schripprue, Czechoslovakia; Compeny "C" (981.7-657.2) at Krsov,
Czechoslovekia; Ren Company (981.2-556.0), % mile south of Krsov, Czechoslovakia.

1 May 45 - Battalion received mission of establishing outposts o prevenmt

mo vemen rmans and Russians in and out of area™t’of highwa One Company
to establish Pr r of War Camp and Displaced Persons Cam elovice, Czech-
oslovakia,” Missions we uu%ad to Companies as fo ; and Companies moved [/
into these positions from 13C0 to eny "A" established outpost

line from right flank coordinate (992,559 left flank coordinate (990.560),

‘;prompany CP located at coordinate (979.8<556.5); Comp "B" left.flank outpost ?
line (988.9-563.8), right f1 6ad junction 662, coor 8 -(991.0-563.7), Compeny
coordina

CP located 16 mile west of 8chpopprue, Csechoslovakie, (977.8-559.4);
Prigoner of War Cemp and Displaced Persons C d es-
teblished road cke around Krelcuice, Czechoslovekia for security of above-town.
cated at coordinate (983.2-555.3)-'}/ch compgny established outpost™ ’h
?iz;f;ﬁfﬁ flenk coordinate (984.0-5569.8) at Stopkinsy, Czechoslovakia, to right - D
f croes road 530 located (989.3-554.9). :

i‘*".

12 May 45 - Battalion CP moved to } mile west of Cihana, Czechodlovekia, with X
Headquarters Company coordinates (986.9-657.5). Distence traveled 13.5 miles. bk
Departed from Krivice, Czechoslovekia, st 1230 hours; arrived at Cihana, Cjechos- i
lovakia at 1450 hours,

13 May 45 - Company "A" moved Company CP to coordinates (990.8-558.0C) and ex-
tended right flank of outpost line to coordinates (995.5-564.5).

14 May 45 - Battalion relieved from attechment to the 16th Armored Division
and attached to V Corps effective 6 May 45, per Troop Assignment Order Wo. A-142,
Headquarters Third U.S. Army, APO 403, dated 10 May 45. Battalion continued du-
ties awaiting further orders from V Corps. s S

15 Mey 45 - Battalion relieved from outpost duties. Companies celled into
vicinity of Bettalion CP+~ A )

17 - 21 May 45 - Battalion bivouaced end performing maintenance on equipment
and vehicles. . :

e e
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22 Hny - Battalion received alert order for redeployment and movemoat
to pscific per Ltr H Third US Army, file AG 370.5 GNME, Subject: "Alert for
Redeploynent and Yovement" dated 17 May 46.

23 May 45 - 0800; Battalion preparing for movement and redeployment. Gun
Companies fired self-propelled guns, direct fire, on range. Results of firing
excellent., 1246: R,ceived informetion from V Corps that the Battalion was to
be redeployed indirect through the United States. No information was received
on date of movement.

24--29 May 45 - Battelion being processed for redeployment and movement.

31 May 45 - G-3, 16th Armored Division visited Battalion to check on Bat-
talion's status as to preparation and training for redeployment, snd inform-
ation regarding reports to be submitted to highor headquarters s to status
of training and of persommel.

1 Jun 45 - Battalion performing normal Camp duties, At 1400 hours person-
nel section revorted back from 16th A mored Division to Battalion CP to pre-
pare for IG inspection 4 Jun 45.

4 Jun 45 - 0800 hrs; Battelion being inspected by Inspector Genereal
from 16th Armored Division. Companiee "A"™, "B", and "C" inspected., This in-
cluded records of officers and enlisted men, with each officer and enlisted
man being present to verify his own records. 1700 hrss Inspector General and
team remained with Battalion to continue inspection the follcwing day.

5 Jun 45 = 0800 hrs¢ Inspector General continuing inspection of H q end
Ren Companies. Inspection completed by Inspector General, who commented that
records were in excellent shape, except for minor errors of which this organ-
ization had not received information dus to movement overseas end to the com-
bat zone. "’.r”"r

8 Jyn 46 - 1745 hrs; Battalion yveceived alert for movement to Camp Lucky
Strike, France., Must be ready to move on four houre notice.

13 Jun 45 - 1540 hrs: Battalion received orders to move to Camp Lucky Strike,
France, 14 Jun 456, 1730 hrs; R,ceived instructions to turn track vehicles in
to 463d Ordance Collecting Compnny, located at Bis teninitz, Germany. Crews
to be taken by truck to Eoff, Germany, there to entrain for Camp Lucky Strike,
France. :

14 Jun 45 - 0800 hrs; Hyad of column passed IP located at Cihane, Czech-
oslovakia, enroute to Camp Lucky Strike, France (St Valery in Caux, France/
with wheel vehicles of Battelion. Track vehicles being turned in. Total
number of wheeled vehicles in column; 11€. Twenty-two officers and 429 EM
présent, 13 officers and 200 EM going by train. Convoy designated as Convoy
No 91. Wheeled convoy cleared IP at 0817 hours., Arrivsed at Camp Lucky biv-
ouac area No 2, Ansbach, Germany, at 1630 hours. Distance traveled: 150 Miles.
Weather fair., -
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o=~ 15. Jun-46 - Heed of colurm-pasaed IP located entrance ¢ -bivouac area
at 0800 hours. Column oleared IP at 0817 hours. Arrived At Camp No. 15,
Kaiserslautern, Germany, at 1800 hours. Distance traveled 184 miles.

Waether feair.

16 Jun 45 ~ 0800 hrs; Head of column passed IP located 500 yards E,st
of bivouac area. Column cloared IP at 0817 hours. Aprived at bivouac area
-No 2, Solsscns, France, at 2030 hours. Distance traveled 252 miles. Weather

fair,-

17 Jun 46 - 0500 hrs: Head of column passed IP located at entrance to
bivouac area. Cplumn cleared IP at 0817 hours. Arrived at destination,
Camp Lucky Strike, France, at 1830 hours. Distance traveled 160 miles.
Total distence traveled from Cihana, Czechoslovakia, to Camp Lucky Strike,
Frence, 745 miles. Yo unusual events occurred. All vehicles and men arriv-
ed at destination. Locatio of Battalion in Camp Lucky Strikes Block "p".
Battalion immediately start thé?‘hzﬁ'ASEE to the United States.

18 Jun 45 - 0700. Compenies cormenced turning in thefw equipment to S-4
for tuming in to Supply agencies located in vicinity of Camp Lucky Strike,

26 Jun 45 - Major Herschel C. OfBrien, Battalion Executive Officer;
1et Lt Fugene Roehling, Adjutent; lst Lt John B. Patton, Asst S-3; and T §gt
Merril V. Griffin; § 8Sgt Louis P Russekoff; Tec 4 Clarence E. Milroy, Head-
quarters Company; Teo 4 Willis S. Curry, Ren Compeny; Tec 4 John M, f’c.'umtra\.n,
Company "C"; Tec 5 Yames D, Wiggins, Company "B"; Cpl Dominick Scassera,
Company "A", departed as advamce party for Battalion enroute to United States.

28 Jun 45 - Battalion completed packing equipment for movement to United
States. .

30 Jun 45 - Battalion troop physical examinat¥on required prior to em- =

barkation, W& completed. processing:

1 Jul 45 - 0600 hrs: Battalion loadad on trucks for movement to LeHarve,
France to embark for United States. Departed at 0610 hours. Arrived at Le
Harve, Fraﬂce, at 0846 hours. Bnbarked on USS Sea Piks at 1000 hours. Seil-
ed from Le“arve, France, at 1630 hours.

10 Jul 45 - Debarked at New York Harbor at 1115 hours and went under
control of New York Port Of Embarkation. At 1200 hours, loaded Ferry and
crossed to Jersey City, New Jersey enroute to Camp Kilmer, New Joraey. Ar-
rived at Jersey City, at 1230 hours. Loaded on train and departed at 1255
hours. Arrived at Camp Kilmor, New Jersey, at 1336 hours, Detrained and
marched on foot to Theater No. 1 for orientation lecture. At 1430 departed
from Theater No. 1 and marched to Battalion area. Arrived at Battalion area
at 1445 hours. ﬂen were assigned quarters and begnn&ﬁ?ocessing for movement
to vavious R,oeption Centers, there to be given 30 days temporary duty for
rehabilitation and recovery. Rgcords of Battalion to be shipped to Fort Bragg,
North Carolina for storage. First group of men departed at 0845 hours, 11
Jul 45, Battalion CP olosed until Battalion arrived at Fort Bragg, N.C.
Assembly station for Battalion, »
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i 13 o 45 - 1800 hrsy Battalion CP reoponed by advance detail. Major
0'Brien commanding. ‘Training for redeployment to Pacific Theater.

-
- -

.

1 Oct 45 - Furloughs for Enlisted M n psr Section II, D=6, Waekly
Information Bulletin N,. 36, Hq Secord Army, and Memorandum No 127, 27th
‘fiq & Hq Det, Sp Trps, Second Army, Fort Bragg, N«Ce.

22 Oct 45 - Released from assigned to Sgcond Army end assigned to Rirst
Army per Ltr, By AGR, 322(First A)(14 Oct 45) GNOCT-82, Subject: "Assignment
of Units to First Army, dated 14 Oct 45).

23 Oct 45 - Received notification of inactivation per General Order No
63, 27th Hq & Hq Det, 8p Trps, Second Army, Ft Bragg, N.C.

30 Oct 45 - Inactivated

FLOYD R. BRISACK
Lt Col, FA
Commanding.
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