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Kk BRIRF HISTORY OF THE 635 TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, WORID-WAR II,
IN THE ETO COMMANDED BY LT COL WINT SMITH OF MANKATO, KANSAS.

The 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion was first activated at Camp Jossph

T Robinson, at Little Rock, Ark. in June of 1941 and was known as the
Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion of the 35th, Infantry Division, It was
composed of elements of the 127th Field Artillery, the 135th Field
Artillery, the 161st Field Artillsry, and other elements of the 3S5the
Infantry Division, It included a Medical Detachment of 8 Enlisted Men,

1 Medical Officer (Lt. les R Martin), and 1 Dental Officer (Lt Duhurford).
It participated in the Louisiana Mamsuwers in the summr 4f 1911,
supporting the Blue Forces. It was returned to Camp Joseph T Robinson,
Ark, whero it!'s name was changed to the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion

on 15 December 1941, as per General Ordsr No.l of the 635th TD Battalion.
On 27 Decamber 191, the Battalion was transfered to Fort Ord, Californis,
by Rail, and after 16 Days there, the Battalion was moved to Camp San
Luis Obispo, Califorrda. At the tims of it's activation at Camp Robinson
1t was compoged o'f 16 Officers and 361 Enlisted mon.

v
In April of 1942, the Battalion was given a Defensive Mission and was
moved to Burbank, Californim, and in the next few Montha served in that
Capacity at March Field, The lockheed Plant, Glendale, Ontario and at
et-al Defense Areas and places.

The Battalion was releived of part of Defense Mission in August of 1942,
whereupon it engaged in Various Types of Battalion Training, when not
assigned to same Défensive Mission in tho Area on the West Coast.

The Battalion was moved on 15 January 19i3 to Camp Hood, Texas. the Newly
Constructed Tank Destroyer Training Center, by rail (two trains) and for
the Nest Year, the Battalion, and all of it's Units, under the Commnand
of *WINT", our dome .and only Commander, engaged in very intensive and
thorough training in all phases of a Tank Destroyer Battalion Mission,

to fit it for it's Importand Mission shead.

The Battalion was moved from Camp Hood, Texas to Camp Polk, lLouisiana,

‘on 16 December 1943, to participate in ths lousiana Manouvers. The

Battalion, at the conclusion of the Field Mancuvers, was moved into the
Camp Polk Cantonemsnt Area on 30 Dacember 1943 and from that data; the
Battalion work and training consisted of preparing the Personnell and
equipnent for OVERSEAS SHIPMENT which was completed during the next
several weeks at Camp Shanks New Torke Movemant from Polk to Shanks bas
b}' Raile.

The Battalion was shiped out of the New Yark Port Of Embakkatlion, from
Camp Shanks New Youk on 9 February 19Lli. It sailed on the Ship ARDES
without Convoy and artiwdd, without incident, in Liverpool England on

19 February 19LL. The Battalion was billited in a Nissen Hut encampment

in Toddington, near Cheltenham England, untill 16 May 19Lli. During ghis
timo the Battalion entered into all phasas of final Traininz before Combat.
Physical Conditioning, all types of Gun and Vehicle Maintenance, complete
equiping of Men and Vehicles as per. Tabls Of @rganization, and bringing
Battalion up to 100% Strengthe Our Medical Datachment, during this final

‘phase of training, received from Majs Gen. Hawley, Chief Surgeon of BT0-USA

a very fine and justly deserved letter of Commendadion.
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After aspembly at the Marshalling Areas, and further outfitting and
equipping, the ‘Battalion embarksd from Falmouth and Plymouth England
in 3 IST's Nurbers 55, and 381 and 393, on 2 June 19Ll, for the
invasion and assult of France on ths Normandy Beachead. The Battalion
lendings were made on the FOX-GREEN Portion of AMAHA BRACH on 8 Juns
in support of the Three Regiments of the lst. Infantry Division.

A Craphic description of the Initisl Landings of the Agsulting Forces,
and the terrific actions in connection with the Period of*6 June to

13 June 19LL® are to be found in a Book titlad "OMAHA BEACHEAD", which
this writer secured from ths Historical Division of the War Department.
The reading of the Accounts, and studying the Attached Maps, will be
intresting and informativg, espscially, to the Battallon Company
Commanders and’ their Platoon Personnel, The 635th. TD BN is mantioned
therein a number of times. The writer would be happy to share this
Book with others who imight be intrested.

The Battalion supported the lst. Division throughout the Northern Francse
Campaign untill 31 August, when it was sgsigned to the Lthe Cavalry

Group asg it contimued to drive through Belgium to Butgenbach near Malmedy.
From there the Lth. Cavalry Group was shifted to the Roetgen-Aachen
Sactor and assisted in the Drive Through the Hurtgen Forest.

After the Fall of Cologns, Germany, ths Battalion was transfered from

the 1st. Army to the 7ih Army and assigned to the Tlst Infantry Division.
(Notet After the fall of Cologne, one of our Captains and 20 of our
Bnlisted Men were part of a Detail seloctsd to raise $he American Flag
over Cologne.) The 7lst. being a part of the JtH, Army. Two weeks later,
on or gbout 1 April 1945, the 7lst. Division, with thds (635th) Battalion
was transfered to the 3rd. Army. The Battalion supportad the 71lst. Division
in its drive to and across the RHINE RIVER near Mannhseim and on through
central Germany to @nd into Austria. Elements of the 635th Tank Destroyers
with the 7lst. Division were among the Troojs who advanced farthast East
of any Western Front Trools.

V-B (Victory in Burope) day found the Battalion in Lambach, Austria, and

after 1) months in ths line in action againat the Enemywith only lne

1l0—day rest poriod immsdiately after sctive participation in the AINENNES
Campaign, the Rattalion took over it's assigned duty of B8 guarding,

feoding and administering the Prisoner Of War Cage in Lambach. When our
Battalion Commander "WINT®" took over ths supervision of the Cags on

T May, it had within it's confdned, 19,160 Prisionars of War. After
discharging 10,483 Enlisted Men and 575 Officers, 792 Volksstrum and

67 WACS through the 3lst of May, on that day we still had in ths PW Cage

785 Officors, 20,392 Bnlistsd Men and 92 Political Prisomers, and in the
Hospitals under our Supervision were 82 Officers, 1,182 Enlisted Men and

418 Displaced Persons. In a segrated Cage under Speclal Guard were €5 8S
officers and 2,540 S8 Troops. The displaced Persons we organized under

Of ficer supervision processed 2,3L1 persons for shipment to their homes and

on 31 May we still had 3,905 Displaced Persons on hand. Prisoners were screened
by CIC Personnel baefore discharge and those within walking distance from
Lambach were rapidly relsased. All msans of Transportation were utilized within
Prescribad Regulations to sand Prisoners and Displaced Persons to thoir

own Homos.
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The Battalion was awarded the Bronas Service Award for participating in the
initial assult for the Normandy Beacheads, and throughout the entire campaign
on the Continent maintained the Highwst Combat Efficiency.

Battle Casualties throughout the WW-2 Campaign were 1 Officer and 29 Enlisted
Mon KILLED IN ACTIONe 1 Officer and 8 Enlisted Men DIED OF WOUNDS RECEIVED TN
ACTION, making a TOTAL OF 2 OFFICERS AN 3% ENLISTER MEN BADPE THE SUPREMZ
SACRIFICEs 5 Officers and1llS Enlisted Men WERE WOUNDED IN ACTION and EVACUATED,
3 Officers and 79 Enlisted Men WERE WOUNDED IN ACTION BUT NOT EVACUATID.

The Battalion participated actively in the following WW-2 ETO Campaignss
NORMANDY, NORTHERN FRANCE, RHINEIAND, ARDENNES, and CENTRAL EUROPE, :
We took t;,639 PRISQNERS OF WAR, and KNOCKED OUT 11 TANKS. We fought sometimes
as Infantry and supported all actions of the Qrganizations to which we ware
assigned or attached..Generally the Firing Companies were under Divisional
Control and used in support of Organic Anti-Tank Defense. Whils attached to
the Lthe Cavalry Group, the firing Companies were used for screening missions,
road patrols against enemy patrod activity, combat patrols, outpests, road
blocks and dismpunted as Infantry in the Battle of the Hurtgen Forest.

Our attachment to the 7ldt. Infantry Division resultad in a series of swift
marches with considerable use of our Battalion 3" Guns firing to assist the
Infantry to advance through Wooded Areas and Towns., Our Rattalion captursd
Towns, secured Bridge Sites and Dems, knocked out Tanks and Genarally
supported every action the Infantry Regiments participated in,

Another Item of Interset regarding the 635th. (of the mary recordsad items and
actions of Interest) was after THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE was brought to an end,
ths Battalion was out of contact with the Enemy for the first +ime on

23 Jamuary 1945, since it's participation in this Campaign, and on the 2Lth.
of January the entire Battalion moved into it's first rest, rehabilation and
refitting period since D-day. After a "72 HOUR Al REST AND NO WORK PERIOD®,
road Harches to lmep the Porsonnel fit, wore insugurated. A high state of
Maintenance of wvehicles and ordnance was conducted. All companies went te
designated firing ranges and fired small arms, Machine Guns, bazookas, and
the Reconnaissance Platdons fired their 37-MM Guns. Weapons Classes, classes
on indirect firing, and FDC were conducted. A1l this resulted in s SUPERIOR
rating from the Inaspection Team of the S516th. Ordnance Battalion. Personal
equipmont was checked and cleansd., Men wers given the Opportunity to shower
at deaignated shower Points and the Medical Detachmant physically inspected
all Personnel as prescribed. Mving Pictures and Stafe Shown were arranged
for, as well as passes to the "ON LIMITS" towns of Huy and Andennes. In all
every advantage was made available to the Parsonnel of the Fattalion during
their first justly earned "REST' PERIB" since the invasion of larmandy e

Following is the wording of one of the many letters of Commendation, recsived
at the 635th. Bn. Hqe from Commanders of ligher Army Units to which we
were attacheds

201,22
HEADQUARTYES LTH CAVALRY GROUP, APO 230, USS. ARMY. 31 January 19L5.

TOs Commanding Officer, Hq Troop, Lth Cavalry Group, Macz & 80th AGF Band (Attchd)
Lth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mecz.
2Lhth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mscz.

59th Light Tank Battalion
35th. Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed)

(Contd. to P+;) Company "C" 298th. Combat Engineer Battalione




