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H’ADGUARTERS 644th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

SUBJCCT: Monthly Report of Operation

To: The Adjutant General
US Army
Washington, D.C.

1, After 1 August 1944, the 644th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
attached to the 8th Infantry Division, advanced to the south with
the leading forces of the division, reaching REMNES on 4 August 44.
During this movement, Co "AQ was attached to CT 13, performing secur-
ity missions in the forward area of the division sector, Contact
with the enemy was slight; scattered pockets of Germans troops con-
stituted the only resistance met b; any" elements of the battalion.

2. From 4 August 44 to 13 August 44, the battalion less Co
nCt after 8 August 44, held positions in the vicinity of RELNES,
prepared to meet an attack by armor from the south, Co "A" remained
attached to the 13th Infantry Regiment until 12 August 44 to
9 August 44. On 8 August 44, Co "C" was attached to the 121st Infe
antry Regiment, and moved to the north for the attack on DINARD,
Reconnaissance Company conducted reconnaissance within a ten-mile
‘'radius of RENNES and performed three (3) division reconnaissance
missions to the south and east,

3. From 13 August 44 to 18 August 44, the battalion accompanied
the sth Division in movement as follows: From RENNES to a position
southeast of DINANe Froam DINAN to GUINCAMP. From GUINCAMP to an
aseembly area north of BREST, Co "CY returhed to battalioncdontrol -
on 16 August 44 after the defeat of enemy forces in the DINARD area.
Three (3) L=10's of Co "C" were hit by 8&mm direct fire, ons (1) being
destroyed and the other two {2) dmamged byt recovered, three (3) =i
of Co n"C" were killed and five {5) were ingured. Co RA"™ was attached
to one battalion of the 28th Infantry Regiment in a task force shich
redused an enemy position on CAPE PREIHEL and then moved ot eh vicinity
of BREST. Co "B" was attached tothe 2uth Infantry Regiment on 16
August 44, Reconnaissance Company performed a division reconnaissance
mission nortwest of ST BRIEUC. The battalion, less Co"A", arrived in a n

area southwest of IESKHEVEN on 18 Aug 44 and began preparations for attack
on the German garrision at BRZST. ’



4. Prior to the attack on BREST, Reconnaissance company, operating
under division orders, patrolled the right flank of the division twice
engagin enemy patrols in the vicinity of ST RENEN., On 21 August 44, Co
n"B" was released from attachment to the 13th Infantry Regiment and the
28th INfantry Regiment respectively, om 25 August 44. Co "C* was later
relieved from attachment to the 28thufnfanity Regiment and attached to
the 121st Infantry Regiment in the line on 31 Aug 44. Companies "B® and
nce performed close support missions for the infantry while Co "A" acted in close
support of the main attack and also in operations against nimor poskets of ;
eneny in fortified positions along the coast ot the west of BREST. The platoon lead=
er, 2nd Platoon, Co "C", was captured while on a foot patrol on 26 Aug 44,

5. The attached casualty rep rt shows personnel losses for month and
the attached Se=4 report lists major items of equipment lost or destryed, A
running account of battalion activity appears instheradéashegcdeopy .ofutha it
Journal (from which inconsequential entries have been delated) and its
supporting documents,

For the Commanding Officer:

HARRY L. GODSHALL, JR.
Captain, FA
S=3
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A-Z

Date 2 August 1944

NO. 1
TO: Co "3", "C", Ren

1. a. Pockets of enemy resistance contimie in division forward sector
and to southwest of our :resent position. Report thet grours are enelgemsting
for organized resistance have been received. Panzer divisicn reported in
vicinity of 2393 or SW thereof.

b. Division is now moving to vicinity of Argouges 2496.

2. 644 TD Bn less Co "A" and rear CP will move after 1800 upon 1C minute
notice on route end to position shown on overley.

2. u. Quartering parties have left end ere _repepring areas.

b. Order of march: "C", CP, remeining elements of Ren, "B", Co "C"
will furnish adv guard to precede Bn by 5 minutes. Co "B" will {urnish resr
guard, Ren Co will furnish left flank guard to travel on route siiown on overley.
10 mph.

c. Co's by infiltrate adaztional advence detells in not to exceed
two vehicles per party.

d. Reports to higher Hq are to be made by Comm 0.

4, Rear will move forward at discretion of Exec 0.
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TO: Rear OP Bq Co. 3

5. Iis«lhm : S
c.Onimmtmottrmportqtioa‘illbohddtoadummdwoq’ ~
effort made to service all vehicles and weapons.
by As of 1200 each day beginning ¢ August 1944, all organiszations assigned
or attached to this Keadquarters will submit by telephons, mestenger or radio,
to A.C. of 8., G-4, prier to 1800 a daily report on captured, dutrcwod or lost
materiel listing the following mmteriel.
.a. Captured or destrayed
1- Tapks, Mark III and Mark IV
2- Temka, Merk VI
5~ Mrtillexy, 75mm and over
4- Vehicles, total all type
b. Unit losses
1- Tank, light
2- Tank, wedium -
3~ Artillexry 75mm and over
- 4~ Vehicles, total all types
(Excerpt from 8th Division Adm O #18, ¢ Aug ¢4
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GAMh Tenk Destroyer Bn
Reunes, Pranes
070800 August 1944

1i NIMEON: S0 Amsem Noo 3, Bo- 2, and Overlay atteched.
2. . OOWEAQP .. .‘ 8 ae .(1) A M Colemel of Tamks, #h Armored Divisiem,

Be Mon&ﬁ“mdut GUIONEN

(8) Ommemding Officer, I & R Platoin, 2nd Battalica, 13th Infantry
«MES2AD. .

(912381), BAIN DE BRETAGNE

(991237), BOUM 38 OGKPTES (973336),and MES3AC.
5. INPORMATION OOLLEOTED: a. (1) Frem Lt Colenel of Tamks, dth Armered

Divisien - That. hie ef'fer to assist Oemmanding

Rogiment in the aetien at STE AWE (860118)
been doolined. .

Officer, 15th Infantry
(See 3 (2) (a) below) had

(2) Prem I & R Plateen Cosmander, 2nd Battaliom, 13th Infantry

Meginent ot NEISAO. »

(a) That G» °I®, 13th Infantry Regiment (=), reinferced, then
(appreximatoly 061400 August ' 44) was eugaging onemy foroe, estimated

strength 1200 in vieinity of #TE ANNR.

(v) That withirawl frem abeve emgagement had been ordered by

Ossmanding Offioer, 135th Infantry Regimewt.

- (e) That Commanding Officer, 13th
wound {n arm in the above engagement.

b The Fremah hdorp@d.

Infantry Regiment had rdoeived

(1) Germem Porce in the vicinity of BOURG IES OOMPTES withdrew at
1900 hours on 5 August ' 44 (Verified to the extent that no foroes were
foumd by our reconneissance to be ocoupying that area the afternoon of

6 August 1944,

(2) An enemy OP 1s operative in the vieinity of BOURG DES OGMPTES
(Discounted - Intensive reconnaissance in vieinity revealed nothing).

(3) That a sizeable foroe existed in the FORET IE TEILIAY (005165;
(Discounted -~ Intensive recenmaissance revealed no enemy to be present).

¢« Frem Recermaissance performed by this wmits

A1) Zomes 1 and 2 wmocoupied by enemy forces.

(2) PFORET DE TEILIAY is umoooupied by any enemy foroe.

-le




T T Rt e N
Reconnaissance Report (Oomt'd) | 7 August 'M4

(3) ¥o OP exists in ares of BOURG DES OOMPTES.

(4) Am exosllent OP for the VILIAINE VALLEY exists at GUICHRN.
The OP is unocoompied but is well prepared for use.

4. OTHER MATTERS: Pour (4) Germsn Prisomers were captured by our Reecomnaissanee
Units operating in Zome l.

" EPERAIN 7 GRABAN, JR
It Colemel, Inf
Conmanding
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HE’ _ARTERS 6LLTH TANK DESTROYER B’ .LION

APO 134, US Army

8 August 15LL

FRANCE 1/250,000

EHEY SITUATION

Contimuing to resist at ST MALO, but not exmected to hold out today.

Re-cantured MCRTAIN (Loct it again, see below).
Emdloying elements of four (L) »anzer divisions.

Reconnaissance =nd French ronort indicate nos-ible concentration

of one panzer and two inirantry divisions in HANTES, could act as
follows:

a. Apainst LAVAL

b. Against RENUES

ce Against Lth Armored Division lines of communicaticn

de Any combination of above.
Enemy shins docked at ST HAZAIRZE

b. Friendly SITUATICHW

@)

(2)
(3)

ST

-

.

-2

kP
1

2, KISSION:

(h)
(5)
()
(1)
(3)

lte=ca-tured HCRTAIN (see above). 135 German Tanks destroyed by
Thunderbolts and other neans.

Praseing Germans at ST MALC (See above)

Leadin_ el2ments of th Armored Yivisi'n ot Brest. Main body L9
nites north of LORIENT.

Fifth Arrmored Divisi-n -t ANCERS on LOIRE RIVER

Fourth Armored Division at VAIN®ES nearin: LOZIENT

XV Corns casta? LAVAL nearin: LWHANS

X Corps becarte orerative today on so:th flank of XV Corps.
Sontains at least one ‘rench armored division,

One bazosks with each - ifle »latoon thr-ughout 2th Divisirn,

ae tn Division may meet enemy atbtack on RTINS from south.

(1) Obstacles to west
(2) SEICHE - I7E< nsy be crossed dry east of 0LL5
(2) Good reziur:is nositions in -hi- area
be ivision ay nove to:
(1) SP HAZAIRS - *wo davs
(2) GALTES = tun dos
(3) LC.LALY -~ threé days
k)i,\‘ MIST ~ L deys
3e Mo ollowing troinin U171 be stresced, tacuical situation permitted:
(1) co wta=r and s-aluting
{2 “ordening
3 one Lretain o Tor 217 mermbars 37 eranrs,
e A7ninTgtrniive = o han_e
Yo GuPe S0 Ahhdh D Bn - O585AL

Ry (rder of 30


http:erl'1itt.ed

JYih BATTALIOL
3 Auguct 1344

HepOTUPRTIRE 644TH Thinn kR

MEMCRANDUM:

TC : S-u, 8tr Iaf Div Arty
’ APO #8B
Ue ©o ATy

Hep: France, 1/¢5,000, Sheet 25/1C S, PLLURTIUT

1. U-on visit to rositicns of Co "GC", 644th TD sn 1000 - 140 thic aste,
following informstion wes collected by vriter (sources ere indicated):

a. Informstion verified (may be accepted as fact): (i) Une battelion
{rerortea as ©d or Zd) has lost contect with 171ct Regiment after a morning counter
sttack by tne enemy. It is estimeted ec occu.ying & goocc-egg 1000 yards ecross in
thie vicinity of 7507. Enemy elemente arec known to be south, eest and north of it.
It is receiving considercble light srtillery and mertar fire. (Source: Co C, 644th
TD Bn, from Regt!'l CO),

(2) Co "C" elements &re disposed vwith one (1) platoon (£d) with right
flenk infantry bsttalion and one (1) platoon {:d) with left flank bettalion. 1lst
vlatoon ie in reserve. All infentry battelions are comuitted, Latoct poeition of
latoons (140C0): td - 7705; 3d - 788049. Platoons have made no contect, fired no
rounds, &re beiny helu with a generesl missicn in cover pocitions until tenns or em-
;laccment targets are cesignsted by infentry. Some nortar ana 88 fire received.
(cingle Zun ano two concentretions deccribed as ovettery volleys). Sporaaic rifle fire
»ac received (1000 - 1400). Nc casuelties to TD's. Infentry front line about six
hundrea (600) yards forverd at 1400. (Source: observation by writer).

() Fricndly ertillery firing &t leest twenty (20) rounds for one {rom
cnenyy. No counter bottery observed., Morter betteries at 767047 fired all morning with
out counter cettery. Inemy LMG's active in ezbout four (4) poeitions only, firing inter-
mittently. Other ¢mell arms fire very infrecuently. Enemy artillery ic firing only
herreccing miscions. No heavy artillery or coest guns fired between 1000 and 1400. N©
eneny AfLA on MLht scuth of PLEUKTIUT is opereting. Our air OP is over front line.
(Source: Observ:ticn Ly writer).

) Five(5) medium tenks in PLEURTIUT this
) vcre knocked out; msy be SP guns {Source:

v. Unverified information: (1
morning or lect nignt, of which three (Z
CPL troo ¢, front line troops).

() Seven (7) light or medium tanks in PLMUKIIUT, one (1) on fire in
nein street at 1200 (Source: Front line infantry).

(z) Tank or SP gun on reving mission, direct & indirect during night and
morning on forwrd slope S of PLEUKTIUT, (Sourcei Front line infantry).

-1- léla
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Memorandum: Cont'd ' ‘ ¢ fuoust 1944

(4) Deep concrete anc eartnvork em lecemcnte in ana fcur huncrec (4C0)
yerds to South of PLEUKRTIUT. (Capt Fhilhik to Lt STEVEMSON, ¢«<th TD Bn; front line
infeantry).

(5) 4000 - 7C0C trooyps in static positions, well dug in ovetvween PL:URTIUT
front and DINAKD -ST MALO shoreline (Source: CO, Co "C", .44tk TD Bn).

(6) 188 fire coming from LE WINIHIC (7907) and from M. of PLLURTIUT line,
(Writer's estimate; Co "C", 2d Platoon Letder; Platoon Leacer of reserve Pletcon of
left flenk rifle Co).

(7) House at 779061 is enemy OP and has AT or FA gune emyleced neerty.
(824 Div Ren Troop CO to 2d Platoon Ldr, Co "C", 644th TD Bn).

(8) Coast Artillery Gun is firing into friemdly front lines, (Source:
Front line infantry; unendorsed report from unidentified element of 1¢lst Regiment
to 2d Platoon Ldr, Co "C", 644th TD Bn).

For the Commanding Officer:

HARLOV, F LENON
Captain, FA
S-3

SESREY



He VIII CORPS
G-% Section
S Aupust 1¢<¢4
TO: C€G 83 INF DIV CO 71% TK BN Initiels:_ RiG
CG 8 INF DIV CO 644 TD BN '

TELETYPE SECRET OPN PRIORITY
EFFECTIVE 082400B CO C, 844 TD BN ATTACHED TO 82 INF DIV. PURCULNT TC VOCG
TUSA 712 TK BN WILL REWMAIN UNDER PKRESENT ATTACKARLNT TO THE S0 INF DIV ALD GILL

NOT REPEAT NOT BE AT ACEED TO T'HE 87 INF DIV.

MIDULrTON
CG VIII CORPE

INFO COFY TO:
Tr Movement
Journal
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A-41

Nivision Commanders Conference 0930 on 10 August 1944,

1. L4th Armored Ren elements (strength unknown) in NANTHS,
2. e will continue anticipatory planning for attack fram South,

3, (o "A" (less Flatoon) and Jo "23" returns to Iin control at Noon this
date,

e Rcn mission to DUIVAL spoken about = the tanks will reconnoiter so as
to zrrive at DURVAL at 2230 and we so as to arrive there at 0600, ioth re-
connaissance elements will render renorts st above times and return unless,
in our case fog makes air activity imrcssi™le dr for other reason, Air rlanes

(Cubs) are reconncitering 2/3 of distence to N VT, Werative information so
far,

£, As part of anticinr=tory defense of R"™™2 planning the *neineers are
prenarines meterials for Bridge Mistruction and mine loying bridges at (93-L1)
(01-45) (03=4L) (06~LL) and (93-L5) will be destroyed on order of Miv Cmdr,

o Yaj TUIIAMS, 2Assistant AT Cfficer will work with Arty in future,
Ye will keep map of 211 guns viz - T, AT and Arty with their fire possibil-
ities inticated., He will 2t 31l times know Anti Vechanized dispositions,

7. Positinons in sarea of CMAMNTHIW® and vicinitr of (0147) are interest-
inr to the Divisior Jommander, “'e should be able to reach these positions in
30 and 50 minutes respectively with road vriority.

.3 and - vill be moved to new rositions when ready. B will have in-
direct fire mogitions #nd A will stress bainc re:dy for rapid movement to
nect tank thrusts, ’

9, Jertuin ~ress will be closed to all troops for purpose of inebling
sirtry te re-ister, lore on this later,

10, It "cl "ITa0r, B-2, directe? receonnaissance of FORIT DT R™INTHS
tvis afternoon = enemy 1s believed ir thatl area,

Rt RIS S T M T r;mm—;‘mj?-ﬂ?ﬂ‘ RETL
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RECONNAISSANC: COMPANY 6LUTH TANK DESTROYER BA. . ALION

APO L36, US Army
10 Au{;ust 10L),

SUBJECT: Report on Ren of FORET DE RENNES
TO :. CO, 64y TD Bn

1., Mission: To Ren FORET DE RENNES and immediate vicinity to deteraine
nresence of germens in that area (see overlay attached)
2e Plan to commany:
1. To Ken area by a system of dismountod natrols and t-~ cover
all passable roads by a natrol o. c¢ne ren section,
2. CP put at MI%FC:ET (L1LLA1T)

2. Action falien:
a. This nlan carviz out
b. 1. CO, Ren Co ma'c combact with Frez Mr nch ot LITHS, 1hJMhJ and b
LOGE u\,ntmt 100598
2. One free frnncnman acted or vida for (0

3. Information
2., From unit: area is clear
b. PBron French:
1. All sous ect enemy nassing SE from FORET DE RT7IES thru
im-ediate vicinity CHATEAU D'ESCURSS (122590)
2. Various revorts indicate flores (signals) »re relecased
an? shots fired between 2300-0330 nrs (B) on s-me days.
This actien ceindides wriith an~or-nce ol _erm'n planes
over the area.
3. ‘hese octivities occur nnt ~nly over area in mizeciion but
8lso over FURET D9 SEYVATLLES and #0.0°T PE CHWE,
L. “he Franch heve net found sermans in either their day or
iznt patrols
Se The Fr nch civilians have w"wa+ renorts of creaking fences
aamlerin, on doors at dead o’ niht =znd barkin’ do:se

lle« Recommend:
a. atler be drop-ed or (b) an® entir~ inTantr:r battalion o thra
the Zorest 2rm in arm

CL, 5L5 In T Div o AtL =2
Inlormetion con, to Zih,

fth In? Div Att AT flicer
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File 59

Tete 12 fugust loed

0. FO; Pg 1l
len: France 1/5C00C Sheets 5Gz, 5G4, 5G5 anc 5GE

1., &. Inemy forces ectimetea at 15CU-5CCO occupy Diushil (76C1ZC) and
~ogitions to Souts. Front liiies generelly 700080 - 755071 - 7¢5005. tuemy rositicns
fortified, ertiliery active.

o. Frienoly front linec rnelcé oy CT oi Stn-Div and elements o1 &7 Civ
arc coutn of zna nareliel to those of the enemy. “d Bn 1flst Inf Uiv s-rrcunced
by eremy. Frienaly artiliery cu criority anc air nestcory

“e &. On 17 Aug 44 the Sth Int” Div 2lus stiesche~ trcops less CT 181
nove tc ascerbly positions shiwn on ettachied overlay.

0. Tne 644 TD Bn wili move ac part of the 6th Int Div.

i. &a., First merch unit will lesve _.resent bivouac area at 0357 enc icl-
loving Toute "A" shown on attaches overisy vill cros: IP at 1087 an¢ enter accenBly
area at 1Z15.

b. Oraer of liarch
l- Fwa CP group and one Ken Pln
-~ Com; any "A" less Zd Pln
“— Comreany "E"
4- hen Co less elements providea for sbove.
c. keute of wmercrn to crossing of IP will pe 10 milees Zer hour,
theresfter szeed will pe 15 miles in tiie hour.
a. Dista:ce between venicies 75 yards, Between merch units 2 1/:
ninutes minutes. A
e. Halt at 1200 for 10 minutes. Hslt in ulsce.
1. In eccordence with 8th Div kemo "EOP for lotor Movenents" civers
i1l be briefed on fellowing subjects prior to move.
(1) wo. and Ciwr of karch unit
() Wo. ana Codr of fcriel
(7Z) The route
(4) Destinstion
(5) Loceticn of IP
(6) Ap.tox time wnen nerch unit will cross IP
(7) kete of merch (MPH)
(8) Intervenicular distance
(¢) Time &ng curation of hslts
(10) Type oi vehicle procecding driver in column

@. ‘uertering psrtiec from Co "A", "B", Fwd CP will report to CO, Ren
Co et ken Com.eny CP at @715 crepared to move.

h. ©Prior to de,erture eech unit will be responsible for the establish-
ment of lieison witn the unit jproceeaing.

1. wovement of hHesr CP descretion of Bn Ex O.

5. a. Radio nct will open ¢ogg
v. Time cnecx at g97g

By order of Lt Col GRAHAM ')‘hL
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Mo, Fare 1

FC: C(\ {':O H". nog. H".'.H

l. *éconnoiter for and select direct
companies (Co ":" will be less 2d Flitoon)
on overlzy, Submit overlay with positicns
No not occury until or-er is given,

CC L4 ™
H?L

!

it

3=0

l’j ue i

— - — e e e it e

fire positions for vour
in the cusrter circle shown
and fields of “ire shown,
Bn 1650
Capt F-
=3



15 August 1944

13 August 1944 relleved 2nd Platoon attached to 2nd Battalion 121 Infantry
at 762076, At 1500 C-10 was hit by 88mm and caused slight damage to vehiele -
no casualties. Moved forward with Infantry and destroyed 20mm gun with 3" at

1830 at 765085 also sprayed hedges with .50 caliber-- Because of snipers harassing
troops. This was done by C-11,

1, August 1944 moved forward with Infantry at 0930 at 761094 in support of
tanks, Tanks advance through streets, TD's covered side streets at 764172,

15 August 1944 remained in town while Infantry went forward to take Peninsula,
Peninsula surrgndered at 1100, A1l enemy resistance ceased, )

RAYNOND F. KILGALLEN
1st Lt, FA

1. On Friday August 11, 1944, 1700 my platoon was called to support an Infantry
Company, who was pinned down by enemy Machine Gun and Mortar fire 100 yards north
of (Tremereuc, France) nn section commanded by Sgt John Friel under command of
myself and S/Sgt Henry Mutz moved into position and fired (82) rounds of 3" H,E.
at the pillbaxes; destroying three pillboxes, 1 Cerman wheel vehicle, and one- :
observation post. - At 2130 the same date at the .sume place the enemy threw a counter
attack, The CC of the Infantry called for my platoon again. I again took up one

section commanded by Sgt Marlan Sammon, and Sgt alter McDonald, fired 55 rounds

of H.E. into the enemy line and beat off the counter-attack,

2¢ On Saturday, August 12, 194L, 1800 South-east of PLEURTUIT, we were called

on to flank the same Infantry Company on their left, They were still pinned down,
and were moving across open terrain, I moved my platoon around in front of their
lines. As we Were procseding along a long hedgerow, we over run all of those pill-
boxes and took 168 German prisoners,

2, (n sunday, ‘upust 13, 1944, 0930 hours North-east of PLEUATUIT, “rance, we
observed two Fillboxes. Cne was a 20mm anti-Aircraft Gun “mplacement and a radio
control station, One destroyer commanded by Sgt .alter McDonald fired 17 rounds
of H,%, into those pillboxes, which destroyed the radio station and set the other
pillbox on fire which turned out to be an ammunition dumpb. Later in the day
prisoners were taken from one of the pillboxes. %t 1500 the same date we advanced
fram north of FL7UXTUIT to south of NIFARD, France, without much opposition. 7ith
hWelp of the Infantry Company we took around 200 more prisoners.,

| b
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L. -On Monday, August 1, 1944, at 1330 we rolled into DINARD, ‘ie were the first
Tank Destroyers to enter DIFARD, “'e moved through without much opposition.
Campany "A" 121st Infantry was pinned down by machine gun fire at the railroad
station in DINARD, Again, they called on my unit to came to their rescue, Cne
destroyer in command of Sgt Sammon stopped the fire and covered an Infantry
officer while he took 55 prisoners., At 1700, the same date, we fired 10 rounds

of AP and 10 rounds of HE at German fortification North-east of DIN.I:D on an
Island, No observation was observed to see what we destroyed. The kreak through
of the lst Bn 12l1st Infantry credit was given to my platoon by the Commandlnr
‘Officer of that unit,

SHARL™S = COuTS
1st Lt, FA
3rd Fletoon leader



NO.

TO:

PG 2/3

CO 644 TD Bn.

A-84

Date 18 August 1944

l.'Missioﬁ: To Ren route: MO%LAIX ~ LANDIVISIAU - LANDERNEAU - LESNEVEN

8.
b.
c.

Is LANDIVISIAN ours?
Is LANDERNMAU ours?
Is bridge over EnLON R, at LANDERNEAU OK?

2. Action: MNoved over route MORLAIX - LANDIVISAU - LANDERNEAU - LESNEVEN.

a.
De

7. Info:
8.
b.
Ce

d.

Contact w/17 US Cav made at LANDEKNEAU
Contact w/FFI at LANDERNEAU

See msg this date.

Answer to all questions: Yes

FFI strongly recommends outposting SW of LANDERNEAU 2

or 3 km to prevent german raid of rerrisal on tnis place.
Other to follow.

4. Recommend outpost SW of LANDEKRNEAU as above

8.

Can contact FFI at barracks at LANDERNEAU

Head (chef): Capt CASTEL

CO RCN Co 664 TD Bn 1734

NCW Capt FA
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R: CO¢ ALy ANCE COlr ANY
644TH Th:n DesThiYER BATTHLICH

ol fa et 1244

cUpJECT: Report on Ren 2C August 13544
TO : CO, 844th Ty Bn
1. Mission: Recn Area SOURG BLANC MILIZAC o RubsAN CrOUDALkd?RAY TRYXGLUNM .

a. Nission: (1) Deny enemy use of area {for rcn.
(2) To determine v.etier enemwy in area.

b. Reguiremcnts: (1) & circuits of srea

(2) Cover inteinal road net zlco

(z) Move at C700

%. Action

a. Plan: III Ren Platoon to maxke circuit

(1)
(2) 1I Ren Flatoon in reserve st PLOUDALKE: TAU
(Z) CO Ken Comcany w/III platoon i:. observation

b., Left Co area N.S. of PLOUVIEW at C7u0. ikoved BUJRG orsnC pILirpl

ST REnAN.

(1) Nothing seen of enemy to ST KLNAN

i (2) At MILIZAC found enemy O.P. (abandcned) in cuurch,
cut wires. '

(3) Made contuct with enemy dismountea patrol of a: roxi-
mately wo men, whose heaviest weapon was GEV 9uK w/yreunsce. This occurec o
outskirts of ST RENAN by road block on main road to BRtST. Enepy was cenied
entry to ST KLNAN and retired vith at least one seriously wounded. Ve haa no
casualties. Action from approximeteiy 1C00. 1100 our iorce involved III ken
Platoon CO Ren Co ana B EM.

c. III Pietoon continued its Ken cof area, and II Hen plstoon wes
moved to Southern outskits of ST RENAN to out_ost the tiree main rsods Lesc.ng
from ST KEwAN to German lines ana to be in observation until I[ Kcn Platoon
completed its mission,

(1) lst circuit was completed by III platoon about 1luZ0
(2) 2nd circuit was completed by II platoon about 187C
(%) No furtner signs of enemy were found this dsy.

d. Other information:

(1) Enemy OP in trees near cnurch and convent ST KENAN. lires
were cut by this unit

(2) Enemy search lights station (860033) near ST RENAN found,
reported by French blown up about 192000 August 19¢4. This not iuvestigated.
Not in assigned ares.

(3) Enemy Radar installation (830157) which had been dismentled
on 6 August 44 by enemy. Investigated. This near PLOUKIN, Buildengs On. All
équipment gone. We cut all wires above ground.

(4) Reports from a French civilian (not FFI) on Germen defenses
around BREST.

a. Wood (910025) German AA Btry 105 guns g‘q
b. Approximately 1 km North (857005) of PLOUZANE (85:v97) about 50 |
parachutista

A/T barricade on road from PLOUZANE to Lh ThIuwITL (876000) Ko runs.
A ditch. Perhaps mines. Approxiustely located (865395)
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B 3 Gmpo-nincivil thuinsrmnl
knew wheére thy were,

5; Observation ~

& Mciﬂlhuinﬂ‘“ﬂlﬁimdh,hﬂ.aﬁddto.ho‘it

191800 g . No one

bmotthoiroxpntationotmutmtothetminnpum

(1) Pollowing actisn of II platoon, this unit, on evening of

19 August, the Gersams killed one French male civilian et that scene.

(2) Also following that action, German threatened a French

Wdthcnchimpiﬂoltningtolmmnphboonhdsom.

4. Rocomndatiou

If It is desired to stop worries at ST RENAN, cutpost it with a rein-

forced rifle Co plus ons or two platoons of light tanks.

4:4

Nelson C_ Works
NELSON C WORKS
- Captain, FA

Commanding Ron Co.
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RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY 644TH TINLWMWSTROYER BATTALION

22 August 1944
APO 436

SUBJECT: Report on Reconnaiasance of 22 August 1944
T0 1 CO, 644th TD Bn’

1. Mssion: Thia unit m ordered to Rcn area BOURG—BLANC—&ILIZA—ST RENA--N
PLOUDALMEZEAU-BOURG-BLANC, including ARGENTON-LAND-UNVEZ-KERSANI to determine

_ presence of enemy in the area and to prevent activity of their patrols if contacted.
a. Ren to begin at 1300 &..d not to end earlier than 1600
2. Action:

a. The order was received at 1250

b. The II Rcn platoon left the area at 1320, moving BOURG-BLANC-
MILIZAC-ST RENAN, etc. -

c. There was no reserve in hend. The I and II Ren platoons being
a.lrea.dy engaged on a TD Ren of Division zone.

* de About 1415 CO II Ren platoon wet elements.of 20 Inf Div Ren Troop
and of 6 Armored Div. These personnel informed CO II Ron ST RENAN under enemy
gun fire of large calibre (Greater than 88-mm)

e. At this tims 2 more armored cars were sent to MILIZAC to aid CO
II Ren platoon.

f. There was no fire or any other enemy action when II Ren platoon
was at ST RENAN about 1515 hrs.

g The rest of the mission was cerried out w1thout event.

3, Infomtlon:

AN

a. An EM (Sgt) of 29 F Div Ren Tr: told CO II Ren platoon that enemy
patrols based on GUILERS move into ST RENAN as soon as outs leave. Source of
information: French civilians.

b. Migsion of 29 E Div Rcn Tr. includes observation of road golng from
ST RENAN to BREST. (Same Sgt).

c. Rangers went to PLOUARZEL plus 6 Armored Div elements evening of ;.l
August and found it clear. (Same Sgt).
- de ©CO II Ren platoon thinks shelling from direction of BREST not Le
Conquet. Rounds came in groups of three, sounded larger than 88.

4. Recommendations:

!

a. That this organization be relieved from this mission at once.
' 1. Coumitment of troops on this mission in past actions imaicates
need ifor a reserve.
2. This mission rrevents use of this for TD Ren which is now
‘necessary in the _resent situation
%. Elements of 29 E Div have appeared in that sector.

2 (

Nelson C ¥orks, Jr ’ v
NELSON C wGhKS, Jh
Ce;tein, FA
S Coruaiuing

\h."l 1 Buki
'% .‘:'
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uea{ 'RT¥RS GLLTH TANK D BA  LION
22 August 19LL
APO 436

MAP RYFERENCE FRANCE: 1:25,000 "PLEURTUIT" SHEET NO. 25/10 S.E.

At 0900 hours 12 August the first section was in position at (763058) with the
mission of covering the movement of a platoon of tanks across open groung along

the road from (76705L) to (764,063). The tanks were in support of the Second .
Battalion 121 Infantry Regiment and they Jjumped off at 0900 hours under conceal-~
ment of mortar smoke on their right flank. During the movement of the tanks no

" enemy fire, other than smallr arms, was drawn, and the only tarcet offered the TD!'s
was afi enemy C,P, in one of the houses at (763067)., C~15 fired approximately 10 rds,
H.E, into this house with destruction effecting setting the house afire, This firing
was done at approximately 0910 hours, At 0920 hours the section was ordered to move
forward and join the tanks. Platoon leader and destroyer commander (C-16) reconnoit-
ered a suitable route oh foot as far as the houses at (763059). Destroyer commander
was sent back to bring the M~10ts forward to the houses by the route selected while
the platoon leader located the cleared road block at (765061) through which the
tanks had passed and through which the TD!s must pass to join the tanks, Immediately
" upon getting into his M~10 this destroyer commander was wounded and rendered un-
conscious by ensmy mortar fire before he had outlined the platoon leader's order to
bring the section forward, lLacking orders, destroyer commander C-~15, second in
coanmand of the section, withdrew the section to cover positions in the vicinity
(762053), Upon completing the assignated rendezvous at the houses and waited for the
section to join him there, After what seemed to be an undue delay he contacted the
infantry battalion C,P, using an infantry mortar O,P, telephone and requested that
the C.,P. arder the section forward to his location by radio. Approximately 15
mimites later second in caommand of the section brought the section to the platoon
leade r in compliance with the radio order which he had just received. (NOTE: The
infantry commander, having no knowledge of the injury of the destroyer commander
(C-16) and the resulting delay of the TD!s, requested relief of the TD platoon
leader on the grounds that he had not complied with the order to displace forward
and join the tanks; however, when the situation made personal liason between the TD
canmmander and the infantry commander possible, and the reasons for the delay could
be explained the request for the TD Cammander's release was countermanded),

The first section TD's joined the tanks at (764063) at approximately 1130 hours
taking position on line and on the right flank of the infantry forward elements
(F and E Companies) and in front of "G" company who had the mission of right flank
security, "G" company personnel pointed out hedgerows occupied by enemy mqchine
gunners to the TD commander a few moments after the arrival of the TD's, and C~15
and C~16 fired approximately 200 rds, caliber ,50 machine gun into these hedgerow,
Infantrymen also pointed out houses to the direéct fromt and right front of the TD
positions known to be occupied by the enemy, C-~15 fired approrximately 20 rds, H.E,
into these houses with destruction on the houses and setting off the enemy ammunit-
ion dump. Explosions fram this dump continued for 20 minutes after C-15 ceased

firing.
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attalion C,P.; using
infantry wire communication, and requested that the second section be relieved
of their mission (static position at (774057} and be ordered to join the first
section as soon as possible, using the same route which the tanks had taken. He
further requested that this section be given screening smoke identical to that
which the tanks had had, The infantry acknowledged this request, However, when
the second section moved across the open ground at 1300 hrs, no smoke was laid
down for their concealment,

The secend section joined the first section at 1310 hrs and the platocn
leader assigned them sectors to the right flank and right front of our 1line,
No fire was drawn by the infantry, the tanks, or the TD'!'s after 1310 hrs., it
1400 hrs the platoon leader was advised by the adjacent infantry company com-
mander that the tanks and the infantry would jump off at 1430 hrs, their objective
being the high ground at (763079). The mission given TN's was to follow the tanks,
supporting them by fire during this movement,

At 1430 hrs the infantry - terks = ™ Teem jumped off, moving cross country
and reached their objective st 1€00 hrs, During this move resistance was neglic-
ible, the infantry sustained extremely lirht casualties, and no tarpets were
offered to the Th's,

The infantry, the tanks, and the TD's remained in this location for the
night, and the infantry battalion commander joined us and established his C.F,
at (762075). His orders were that there would be no further movement of tanks
or TD!'s that day although the TD platoon leader asked permission to draw his
M~-10 into position offering greater cover for the night's bivouac, This request
was not granted. )

During the night the TD commander and members of the crew of C-15 heard
movement of enemy track-laying vehicles (later identified as self-propelled &&tg)
and clearly heard the movement of these vehicles being directed by voice by enemy
personnel. The location of this activity was determined to be in the vicinity of
the houses at (761082), These houses were brought under observation at daybreak 13
August, and at 0600 hrs crew members of C~15 were able to pick out =n enemy tank
or similar vehicle, well camouflaged in the suspected location, The TD platoon:
leader ordered the destroyer commander C-15 to load and lay his 3" gun on this
target. He then contacted the infantry battalion commander, informed him of the
situation and requested permission to put fire upon this target immediately.

This request was refused by the infantry commander who explained that he was plan-
ning an attack at 1000 hrs and that he did not wish to disclose our location or
cause enemy counter-fire to be brought upon our position which was shared by his
troops., The infandry commander ordered the TD Commander to withold all fire until
095% hours and to cease firing at 1002 houws, This order was passed down to the
destroyer commanders C-15, C-16 and C-18, all of whom had had camouflaged enemy
vehicle activity under observation and inctheir sights since daylight,

153
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At O730 hagms witlh 6 peeviods warilig tmkpﬂ o8, nungno Etat %o
maintain quiet or secrecy, withdrew from their positions and moved in column
towards the rear. The TD cammander immediately contacted the infantry battalion
.P. and asBed the reason for the withdrawal, He was informed that the tanks were
being relieved by another tank platoon and that this withd-rawal had been ordered
accomplished prior to 0600 hour, for reasons of secrecy and. security of the position.
The TD commander has not received an explanation for this poorly planned and badly
timed tank withdrawal, to date, The TD commander told the infantry commander that
in his opinion the movement of the tanks had attracted so much attention to the
position that our location was no longer a secret to the enemy and he again request-
ed permission to fire upon the targets which he had under observation. The infantry
commander instructed the TD commandér to reconnoiter positions safely removed from
his troops, from which these targets could be fired upon, The TD cammander accompanied
by acting destroyer commander (C-16) made the reconnaissance and found that he could
not fire upon these targets from any positions other than those which he already
occupied, He reported this to the infantry commander and again was given the order

to with-hold his fire until 0959 hours. He caused C~16 to move approximately 10 yards;

. so that he to would have under observation the target on which C-=15 had been laid
for several hours,

At 0930 hours C-15 was fired upon and directly hit with 2 rounds of enemy 88
fire, The first round hit the upper rear edge of the turret setting off the 3 inch
ammo and knocking off part of the counter-balance. One man, the driver escaped alive,
suffering from sewere shock, concussion, and third degree burns over his entire body.
A fire fighting detail and a detail of medical personnel for evacuation of the
remaining other members of C-15 was immediately organized, However, due to the
exploding ammo and the intensity of the flames, it was impossible to extinguish the
fire or evacuate the remaining three members of the crew,

Destroyer commander C-18 observed the muzzle-blast of the enemy gun as it fired
upon C=15. He asked for and was granted permission by the TD commander to fire upon
this target., C~18 then fired 48 rounds mixed APC and HE into this target, A few
inutes later we received radio confirhation from the third platoon Company "C*"

64 TD Bn, operating approximately 1 mile away, on our left flank that the tank
upon which we were firing had received many hits and was in flames, (The TD platoon

leader later idenffied this target as self-propelled short barrelled 88mm on Mark
IV chassis).

At 0959 hours, acting destroyer commander C~16 opened fire on his target as
ordered firing 12 rds HE, most of which had effect upon the target, diszbling the
gun and killing the crew. Infantry observers inthe immediate vicinity of the enemy
tank reported that our fire upon this target has been effective, by telephone to the
infantry battalion C.P. This information was relayed to the TD Commarder (TD platoon
leader later identified this target as self-propelled 75mm assault gun
"STURMGESCHUTTS" LO).

At 1030 hours destroyer commander C-18 observed movement of an enemy vehicle
in his sector, he requested and was given permission to fire upon this target by
the TD Commander. The TD Commander first obtained "Troops safety" clearance from
the infantry commander. 2 rds APC and 6 rds FE were fired into this target and the
target was clearly seen to be in flames by the ™) Commander (this target was later
identified by the TD platoon leader to be PZK. IV, mounting long barrelled 75mm
gun),

13

, l.lﬂm '“




While firing, C-16 received one direct hit with enemy AP ammo in the left -
fuel tank and the platoon leader ordered the acting destroyer commander to with-
draw to a covered position, At 1035 hrs TD Cammander requested relief of the
attachgent and mission of his platoon., Permission was granted, and the platoon
tetained the positions held by the remaining 2 destroyers, C-17 and C-18 until -

physically relieved at 1130 hrs, by the lst platoon, Co C, 644 TD Bn,




COr . "G" 644TH TANK DESTROYER BA. .LION

25 August 1944

A

Capture of PAUL R STEVENSON

0600 started out on reconnsissance for positions for Znd Platoon Destroyers
accomcanied by S/Sgt Bonacci. Enroute to prospective positions, they arrived at
(app) cood. 966-049 (France 1/25,000) when they met a patrol. (Sgt Bonacci's
statement) "We saw men against a hedge row whom we assumed to be American solciers.
e approached them to ask them questions concerning the terrasin., One who was sit-
ting, stood up and looking close into Lt STEVEWNSON'S face, suddenly answered him
in Germen and grabbed him. Another started toward me. I pulleu my pistol and
fired two rounds into his stomach, then emptied my megazine into the group, then
I escaped. As I headed back I met an American patrol who being on a mission re-
fused to assist me so I went to the 2nd Bn CP and reported the event, then I re-
turned to my platoon and arrived at 0800 (app)"

George A Bonacci
S/Sgt GEOKGE A BOwACCI

As related to : . A DAVIS .
2nd Lt, FA
Exec GCo "C"

/s8/ E B Geforos
E B GEFOROS
Capt, FA
Cmdg Co "C©



