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FEPION COVERED: 70 "t varr 1745 tc 41 Jenary 1945.
FART T
SUMMARY
1. Operations:

The new year started with a Gerran attack early in the norning of the
1st January 1945 on a f&orh RITCHE.DAMBACH. Inmediate penetration of our lines
was stopped just no~t¥ of PHILLIPSBOURG, By the 5th of January our front in
this sector had i thoramn tc a genersl line, SARREINSBERG - BAERENTHAL - PHIL~
LIPSBOURG - DAMBACH. By 20 Dicenber our line was established at SARREINSBERG -
REIPERTSWEILLED ~ RD.I:3:.4, wui~lh is s3ll in effect at the end of the period,

This Battulior. etiz~Led to /5ch Irfartey Division, carried on Anti-Tank
defense, assanit rin~e sud artillery riardiors curing period, UB" Company, this
unit, was attachoer te Tuss Towes EOUTLAGN for period 22 December 1944 to 2
January 1945. 2 vpliancons of YT (lmpany ard 1 piatoon Reconnsissance Company,
both from 815ch Zrrz Lunt2ayes #rtiniion, vere attached to this Eattalion
from 5 Januery .5 Lo TG enmisc, U005, Bebialion experded 5,164 rounds of
amrunition Corlpe the oorios, Ttsalion lesh 5 M.20s and 2-1/4 ton trucks
during nericd. Telnaliar O osoroed O venrs, I fleld plecc and 2 flakwagons
daring periecd,

2. Irtzdlirancs:

Ty € e e . ¢oa*nst gt rring neriod,
PR CLey ; PR SR FRA I S werte contacted,
5o¢ WLl TBU L ErE saL T

STt L Lesedivaed @ K265 quring perinG, A siv-day Battalion
comiry o oo Craing, raintenance and gunnery of the M-36, The
PTomEL L ny da e arsillery role to date, vithin this pnit.

PART II
LAY BY DAY RECORD OF EVENTS

Oa ths €25 0 1y year of 1945 the enemy attacked along the SARREINS~
% LuTr o o/BRFNIVAL - PHILLIPSBOURG - DANLACH lins. ¥B" Com-

DT Evuw e 30t “he Ty k Porce HUDTISON generally covering and providing

VisTank Dorenes ooy the foomd eatending from SARREINSB"RG to PHILLIPSEOUR?
Lriverd (hentddies ot cre oMy oof tue dey out of cortact with 2 platoons, eaeiin
the e Mo LMhe Lzsur s a0 cne ar the PHILLIPSBOURG sector. The company CP
G e Pt Ihcove 1 ia FARTTVTAAL wes overrun by enemy Infznt»y in tue
o liarer uand of jer heloliny "he kenaie Ser 2 hours, made ¢ run th-cael che

FaUnulzt of eneur soo e Lot S el g ap Jo new CP vicias®iy ¢f 1.0 ILLIR,
Tact s tal Lok o s STEn Diecnnal - Olut Jenuery cue TD o 0! Zompat

[T

Bl

Lacanad LT re Gurte 0 ) B fired 2t estimated corpary of cneny infan-
cpomOme LOr pona [0 fea, irfiicting hecvy cacualties on the encmy,
Lieoewns 1o vae DLDACT eres fired at eneny nersonrnzl ir houses in

Sl sha oty el aine Shen feor house to house, 41 HZ end L0 APCBDF

S A At CTo pncrts . At 18004 CT Gompeny pulled guas fron
BUTH TR £l e ang dn Ancimact e positions vicinity of 0433G5, 3 of
Ve st oy T

SLee’ the FliLuiPurdOUR% - NIEDERBROSN ies BAINS road from any
©ocl AR D b, vurang the period WCY Company's indircet five betiery
Liva™ 030 meoyle [F, interdiztery ang harassing {ire on eteny supply routes,
M lemem o vovel U hg NUOTTITTIER, in AT reserve positicns whewe Shey ware
W s T ecTnfSes s anv et of “he front, Doring the period irdirect fire



Battle Report for Perioy (. “aruasy 7645 tn 31 Jamiary 1945 (continuei;

tattery vieinity of 142277 Ti-u4 .7 ., harausing and interdictory fire on
enemy road junction arnd rosiificacions, One platoon of Ren Company was rush-
ed to the PHILLIPSBOURG ar3s to isep u3 posted on the latest situation, while
the remainder maintained GPs in the NCTHWEILER - BOBENTHAL sector in GERMANY,
At 1300A the Battalion CP (advance group) moved to NIDERBRONN les BAINS to
better control the situation which was more or less confused,

On the 2nd of January “A" Company moved 3 guns to the BAERENTHAL « ZINS .
VILIER road and established road blocks. The indirect firs battery vicinity
045453 fired 156 rounds HE and 3 rounds Smoke in harassing enemy supply rou“cs
At 12004 "B Company released from control of TASK FORCE HUDELSON and reverecc
to Battalion control, and at 1300A one gun moved from REIPFRTSWILIER te WILDEN
CUTH to cover eremy tank activity in that sector. The 1st platoon vicinity
‘-~ W.IINSBERG was still cut off by enenmy troops who had established road blecks
vu voads leading up to their position, Guns were out of fuel but every effort
wa3 being made to get supplies through to them, ®c" Conpany's 4 guns remained
in the PHILLIPSBOURG area in support of the 275th Inf Regt, and 4 more com-
tinued in support of the 157th Inf in the DAMBACH sector. At 10304 one gun
moving from antitank position vicinity of MATSALL, hit a mine causing damage
to the tracks but no personnel were injured. “A¥ Company did not nove any gur
on the 3rd of January, “B" Company moved 3 guns up to block the REIPERTSWILLE
% LICHTENBERG road and to provide antitank defense in that seetor, One TD in
WILDENGUTH was cut off by enemy troops who had cut the road behind them but th
reperted situation well under control (reported by radio). The 3rd of Jamiary
proved to be "CY Company's unlucky day., One TD moving into PHILLIPSBOURG at
10004 was hit by enemy antitank gun, and at 13004 another M-10 was knocked out
by enemy tank fire in approximately the same vicinity, Both vehicles burned:
end 2 casualties were incurred, Another TD, which had moved inte the town
earlier in the morning, had not been heard from and was later repgrted to hawe
been destroyed by the crew before their capture, Meanwhile enemy troops had
infiltrated through our infantry and had succeded in cutting the only read int
the town between the remaining M-10 and the tewn of PHILLIPSBOURG, The TD cre
realizing the situation, moved up and engaged the enemy with its 3" gun. The
encny took cover in the ditches along the road, but the destroyer crew seeing
that direct fire was useless, fired HE at the trees and telephone poles above
the heads of the krauts, The aerial bursts obtained by this unorthodox tut
effective fire killed or wounded most of the krauts and eliminated a German
tazooka crew which had sent one shell over the destroyer previously, missing
1% Ly inches. Ren Company lost 2 peeps in PHILLIPSBOURG by enemy shell fire
wnlle attempting to maintain liaison with the infantry but suffered no casual-
tl>s, At 160CL Ren Company was given the mission of contacting eut~off troou:
-3 the town of WILIENGUTH by G-3 45th Inf Div but mission was later called off
by the infantry commander in that sector. '

On the O4th supplies and fuel got through to the lst platoon of "B" Con-
ba cut off vicinity of SARREINSBERG, and they reported knocking qut an
eo2ny MK IV tank that same morning. With one round of APCBDF, The platoon
F2 % teen under sriper and artillery fire continously and had lost their plat-
0o leader and one man by enemy shell fire,

4t 1130L an enemy mortar landed on one of "C¥ Company's M-10s im FPHILLIPS
EOURG, breaking the turret lock, whieh was repaired immediately,

For detailed account of the lst and 24 platoons, *B" Company during the
cneny attack see ANNEX MCw,

During the night of the 05th 4 TDs of ML Company providing AT defense
in the REPEIRTSWILLFR sector in support of the 314th Inf, took 7 Krauts Pis
vho attempted to infiltrate through our lines vic of the tom, 3 guns cone
wivued blocking the BAERENTHAL - ZINSVYILIER road. 4t 05004 4 guns lst plat-
»om "BY Company relisved by the 2d platoon "B" Conpany, continued to provide
«..7" Tank datense in the SARREINSBTRG seetor in support of the 179th Infantry
Hegirent, "G" Conpany's 3 guas blocking the PHILLIPSBOURG-NIEDERBRONN leos
£hNS remeined unchanzed but at 18004 2 guns vicinity of DAMBACH and 2 vicini-
ty of TEMRICT vai s L ulieved of L7 gission by "C" Company 813th TD Battalion,
FONL e Te ghiis Yodquartsoo ) an noved to assembly area vicinity of GUMBRE-
CrasJ00 M Ponomp dseanee Crarsiyt rintained liaison between TDs and various
Ll s e v LS TG, Al WTD0L, on osrder of G-3, 45th Infantry

Groislom, Frecnnd fecisc o Coopany ectal 1iuhed 3 moborized patrols to reconnoi-
CFOERRLUETILIEL - 7 LS L TTOATLEHLRG - WINMEVLU, and INGWILLER road
st oorkes vans the dilaion o Meepdfis the roads opea and clear of enemy in-

e lor

At 1700, € Tonuawy 3 puns ef MW Uompany on the BAERENTHAL-ZINSWILLER
¥.a ver? riudevel oy 2 1P3 of *S% Company and moved to AT rescrve positionga
in 4INSTILLER, 2 My of ©3¢ Company supporting advance of the 180th Infant:y
Regimont wived to vioait; o VS w05, and 760387 respectively, 4 third TD,
ian eupyoriing role .orened ir JTLDENGUTH, 4 TDs rerained in reserve vicinit;

~2~-
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of PﬁﬂEBﬂ“ﬂ?d;RﬁSTEIGF DUVt W wedise in thut sector, The reliel of
"A" Conpany's TPs on the tora ~outt: =1 BLRYEATLAL proved to be the orly znengc
for "C*® Company. Ieccnacis.ance '~zoar- e nt’nuad patrolling of same rcad
net-work in 45tL Nivicion scctor ard dusing the period took 2 Filg on the
BAERENTHAL-ZINS' TLiFR rouc, 3 guns of -C! Company 813th TD supporting 157th
Infantry Regiment irn the DAMEACE area and 4 guns supporting 36th Engincers (C)
Battalion, with 2 guns south of IFNBACH and 2 vicinity of PFAFFENBRONN, :

Under cover of darkness on the 7th of January "A" Company relieved TDe -f
"B" Company in the 180tn Infantiry hegiment sector., 2 guns moved to vicinity
of 756386 and 2 guus to 782350, During the period the 3d M-10 lost in the
PHTLLIPSBOURG hattie was found burred with no holes in it, indieating that the
cr2w had destroyed it before being captured. Also a knocked out. Flakwagon
2 found on the road nearby with a 3" hole in it. Reconnaissanee Company
coitinued mounted patrols to keep the roads open.

Fram 08 January to 10 January there was almost no change in dispositions,
Companies executed reliefs within themselves and all positions received heavy
enemy artillery fire of all types., On January 9th one TD ef "B" Compeny viei-
nity of SARREINSBERG fired 23 rounds HE, 1 round AFCBDF, and 1 reund HE T-10§
at enemy house emplacements and concrete installations vicinity 743420.
Infantry elements reported good effect. Reconnaissance Company eontinued road
patrols in the 180th and 179th Infantry Regiment sectors with areas incroased
to include the towns of WINGEN, KOHLHUTTE, HUHNERSCHERR, and COLONNE. Two
more Fis were picked up on the BAERENTHAL-ZINSVILLER road. On the 10th of
Jamary 2 TDs of "C" Company moved to LAMFERSTOCK to support 36th Engincere
(C) Battalion and provide an AT reserve,

The 10th of Jamuary "A" Company moved 2 TDs to 755385, 1 to 778385, and
ong to 782378 to support 180th Infantry Regiment. "B" Conpany eentirmed in
support of the 179th Infantry Regiment with 4 guns vicinity of SARREINSBERG
and 4 guns vicinity of COLONNE, 2 TDs remainced in AT reserve vicinity of
INGWILIER, At 240U ore of "C" Company's three TDs in the PHILLIPSBOURG
sector, supnporting the 274th Infantry Regiment, was hit by kraut artillery
fire causing damage to the turret. Reconnaissance Company contimued aetive
retrols in the 179th and 180th Infantry Regiment sectors and reconnoitered
for gun positions. "C" Company 813th TD (mimus 1 platoon) remained attached
Lo this Headquarters and provided AT defense in the 157th Infantry Regiment
and 36th Engincers (C) Battalion sectors. On the 1lth of January the only
coc.ngs was the mcvement of "B" Company's guns; two moved to ALTHORN to support
foovard Infantry elements and 2 moved from INGWILLER to ROSTEIG. At 21004
Pscennaissance Company, in accordance with instructions from G~3 A5th Infntr
Livisicn, establi«led an outpost line from REIPFRTSTILIER along road to 82
&r'G line (approxiietely 2,00 yards), Constant patrols were maintained betwec
onhpests to prevent cnemy infiltration in that area,

on the 12th of the month "A" Company established a 3«gun indirect fire
be t:2y vicinity of ZINSWILIER and tied in witl the 171st FA Battalien. %C%
Conrany continued hlocking the PHILLIPSBOURG-NIEDERBRONN les BAINS and the
22 3 oNIHAL-ZINSWILLER roads in support of the 274th Infantry Rcgiment and
«<77th Infantry Regiment respectively, Dispesitions of remaining TDs rerained
vnchanged, AT 16304 a Resonnaidaance Company patrol investigating a bridge
vicinity of 824371 surprised twe squareheads, killing ene and capturing the
otacr,  On Janaary 13th all was quiet but on the 14th MA" Company's battery
vicinity of ZINSWILIEP created some econfusion on eneny supply routes vieini-
vy of LABRENTHAL with havassing fire, expending 72 rounds HE and 10 rounds
emohe, incluuing BP registration. Not to be outdone, "B" Company established
an mndirzet fire battery vicinity of ROSTEIG and further harassed the eneny
wiliv 0% reands F3oin EP resistration and interdictory fires aleng eneny
Al cmad vielatty of LOTIZAEOUSE, 4t 22004 Reconnaissance Gompany pulled
Suv sittport Tine and roved to csscmbly area vicinity of WIMMENLU to support
/57h Infantiy Leciment, ¥.U Company contimued blocking BAERENTHAL-ZINSEILLET
rera with 2 gune arvd whs PLTLIPSEOTCL T TESERBRONN les BAINS road with 3 guns.
b Jerme o Nt Bai2T Y s T2 v e ZUTZENDORF to WEINBOURG,

WSO oy A MUY Lonueny e battery threw 137 rounds HD high velocity
BT mupeGynciny vicinity and VB® Company fired a total

3 ©oSr. misal ator;z road leadiag into NOUTERHOUSE
AN oo Th Loy Compury coatimed same mission, and
S i dpen W0 BTN bo TRGTLTJED wiere they remained
v S Loy Y s ga o moe e nt 22004 L€th Jaruary Reconnaissance Gone-
Dol Setenldished arcther caipost line frum RETIERGBWILIER east to the 83 gr:d

Lo Inosur v o T LATSE Irfantry Rogiment, Outpests set up automatic

FanTa sovering w11 drave and trails leading into that acea. Indirect i .
btatlories of Mu® < 3 "7 Upandg c.rended a total of 618 rounds HE and 3
Towuta Sadve vhgoh g Rinun s 4. dseeturt encmy suprly routes and known install-
aciens vicimaty of LR WL erd FOUTEREOUCE .

-
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Mg reported fire very offesiive 41 suriciling toeir movements, Un 2Atu "7
Company 813th TD Battaliom we? 1. vosicion by 614th TD Battalion and re-
varted to centrol of peoeni vr ,

At 07508 17th Jarwarw 4 (opune aosd one gun to high grousd on S mad
of REIPERTSWILIEP . rd fioca 7“2 >ogius b aard 4 1ounds APCBOY direct Jire ou
hills morth of «ie *: erery vLrsinLol dug in, A 15004 the same shoob
was repeated witn 0 »ounce B faotaor disrupbing the ernemy. Indirect fire
battery wound up t & .+ g 200 1ededd FE oon oburg wooly routes;and Tedim of
BAERENTHAL; then pack:d up aad meved oo TIladNACU,  "3" Company's battery ex-
pended 290 rounds " ~uiag “he period in harascing and interdictory fire misg
ions, During thac n’gn~ 7 Companr-s 5 guns on the PHILLIPSBOURG-NIEDERERONN *
les BAINS road were reliesed bv guas of the 614th TD Battalicen (towed) and
noea o indirese ©ire nosttoon. vacabed hy ¥AT Company in ZINSWILLER, 2 guns
v+ svred on the BA7PNiFAL ZiV3/TTLPR road in support of the $6th Engineers (C

Curing the 16:h Jeutavy lesinacisrance Company outpost line east of REIP-
ARTSVILIER continue? actiwe mut+ul ling of all draws to prevent enemy infiltrat:
tion which had bien rencried in ihal avea. ratrols, however, reported all cle:

Prom the 18:h wo the 2Cth » January. inclusive, indirect fire batteries
of MAW, M"B® and “(C" Companies fired a tctal of 1, 057 rounds HE in harassing
of enemy supply routcs and knowa positions. The missions of companies re=-
mained unchmnged - “L" Company supporting 180th Infantry Regiment, "B" Company
supporting 179th Infantry Regiment and "C" Company suppcrting 36th Engineers
(C) Battalion., "A" Company's indirect fire batiery vicinity of WIMMENAU dis-
continued firing from that positica et request of infantry as tco much counter
battery was received. After firing Z0 rounds over 300 rounds of couhter- batt
ery was received around their position within two hours. At 17004 "C" Com-
pany's 3-gun battery moved from ZINSWILIER to AT reserve positions in ING-
WILLER and 2 guns moved to LICHTTNBLRG. On the night of the 21st one TD of
AR Company moving frem WILWENCUTE s1id on the icy road and ended up teetor-
ing on the side or 21 kridze with a 2C foot drop beneath. Due to Infantry
retregrade moverooi ir that sector the tridge was to be blown before daylight
by the Engineers. The M~19 could not be retreived because of icy hill lead-
ing to the bridge from the scath which no vehicles could traverse, so the
Engineers put an (vtra charge of TNT in the M~10 and blew both the bridg> and
the vehicle at the same time. "3" Company's battery southwest of ROSTEIG firc .
230 rounds HE, interdictcry fire, during the period. At 03004 Reconnaissance
Company relicved fion omtpost positicns along the REIPERSWILLER“SKOTHBACH road
v u ‘nfant-y ovad back to that line, and moved to assembly arca vicinity of
PV 0RUBACE,  Ca Jivuary 213t Battalior Commend Post noved from WEINBOURG to
TA VEITTE P,

tk2 22d Javue v found "A" Company providing AT defense in 180th Infantry
Fosimert cealor, VLY Company providing AT defense in 179th Infantry Regiment
so~lo™ and "OM Corpsy providing the same in 36th Engineers (C) sector,

So ity for the period consisted in "BY Company's battery firing 200 rounds
Bv 22 10 rounls 3meln in interdictory and harassing fires on the town of
PLATRLTGICE,  2ccornaissance Company reconnoitered trails in A5th Infantry
Wi 7w zeetor for possible TD routes,

TLe 23rd Juriry one M-10 of "A" Company turned over in the town of VIM-
LaVal when wee'c toudze collapsed, Gun was righted, however, and ready for ac’
ths £ovlowing day. "BY Company contimued in support of the 274th Inf Regt
2ferr that unic relieved the 179th infantry in position, At 1400A 2 TDs mowvec
oo WHSTRIG to 7509779 to cover reported enemy tank threat. During the perioc
inlrect fire pettory fired 215 rounds HE and 4 rounds Sroke, interdictory fi:
ani Pawe Jeoiut veglstretion on town and vieinity surrounding MOUTERHCUSE., "C!
Coaeaty novaea 4 M0 0s to high ground on northeast and southvast sidc of INGVI
ve sooroen caght fienk of 4uth Tnfantry Division. Ren Company moved out and
vroeatsard seotuley outacgts for these guns with 2 platoons and 1 platoon mai
Taaknokogomtant N been 1M aud infantry clenents on high ground Lo the left wi
U topatrls. Paatory alge cstablished road block vicinity of 739414, On Jar

oy Ayt nLdvo M Torpnny was relieved off AT defensce rissior ard noved teo
Sebec b v e seeitioon el o 14 PUTIVE PIEREE,  Ren Company eontimus s
T el Do Vg ol FC" Company proteocting ASth Divasion
LIRAAN A iy

¥ L) YL tomeomy viclaity of WIIDTNCUTH was ool
S v n ST CPM Company woved one ple-ca

" aPe VI SRS O

! YOLE 0 D8 aas opencd cn the 26%h Jan-

i CUCOT s Ow Vg, vaallu, AnG gunnery conducted at

= w VAT Ll and ace L Mlog of Sequn dndircet firve battery
st - LASUTLL, ' 2ion was el on thr may for the conver-
clor From bl le o Lo 30n Py e o

Yo Guom gune aed elecady been deawas
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 HEADQUAKIVRS
645TH TANK DFSTROYER BATTALION
APO 45, U. G. ARWY

1 February 1945

Subject: Intelligence Summary, 45th Infantry Division Sectar.
Ol January 1945 to 31 January 1945, ‘
To Acconpany Battle Repart for Same Period ;
Map: Central Eurcpe, 1/100,000, WISSEMBOURG, Sheet V-2

The enemy attack made at 02004 along a front from DAMBACH to BITCHE
and MW, was originally instituted on a probing action in search of a weak
spot for exploitation. This they found sooner than expected between EQUEIS-
HARDT and DAMBACH and were apparently unprepared to fully exploit it as
evidenced by the fact that they did not do o and also by the fact that it
was several days before they had any supporting weapons in effective numbers,
By the time the supporting weapons had come up, we had been able to concene
trate sufficient foreces to stop any resurption of their effort, which they
were by then prepared to develope, : RS T “

The prupose of the enemy drive was ranifold, It was timed for an hour"
which should have found us suffering from the effects of New Year'!s Eve
indulgence, and counted heavily on surprise and inertia on the part of our
troops. It was at once a diversionary drive to relieve pressure in the
ARDENNES sector, where the abortive German drive to gain the MUESE River
had reached a crises, by either forcing us to drain treops from there to
neet this new threat and keeping us from reinforeing that sector with our
troops. It was an effort to open the HARDT (VOSGES) Mountain passes (NUEN«
HOFFEN = DAMBACH - PHILLIPSBOURG ~ ZINSWILLER, WINGEN - WIMMENAU - INGWILLER)
to enemy arnor already essembled (21 Ps Div, 25th FG Div), for a gweep thru
~%he flaty of the ALSACE plain with the objective of elearing i% ef Alligd
troops, (This objective, the retaking of ALSACE, was the ain of S8 Reichs-
Fuehror Heinrich Himnmler, commander of German troops in the sector), Paile-
ing to open the passes, the attack again was a diversionary one, while enemy
armor shifted to the right and atte apted to crush its way thru on the Corps
right flank (HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN area) in conjunction with an effort by
elermrbs on the nevly actabliabnad D177 het dgeherd T of STREATSBRTLN, The
attask nu oshe rizet wvolvan as Lne ensayts main offurs, aud was bluntod
with great loss of armor and men to the enemy by the end of the period,
his attitude was strictly defensive, AR S

At the start of the period, 45th Infantry Division was at the fringes
of the German Siegfiied Line. Planned withdrawals to Maginot lLine Defenses
were effected 1st Jamary by Division, to DAVBACH - IEMBACH line.” Eneny
pressure in HARDT (VOSGES) Mountain sector, conmand of which the Division
fron Task Force HUDELSON, 2 January, reached it's furthest success with a
penetration by the 12 SS Regt to WINGEN on 4th Jamiary, These clements
were cut off and were forced to withdraw by 6 January, Thereafter, the
eneny offensive attitude thanged, The tactics consisted of a geries of
atterpts to bulld up foreces behind our lines by sustained and heavy infile
tration over a period of times with the intention of relaunching their
attack fron within our lines. Botween the 16 and 19 Jaruary, some such
infiltrations in strength had been effected N of REIPERTSWILIER, and were
a contibuting factor to the withdrawal by our troops to prepared line
(REIPERTSWILIER = ROTHBACH road) in conjunction with the -Carps withdrawal
to the HAGENAU line (ROTHBACH - PFAFFENHOFFEN - HAGENAU) on the 20th Jamua-
ry., Thereafter the eneny attitude was defensive, The eneny dug in and the
line remained unchanged till: the end of the period, gt

Units contacted during period: 361st VG Div - 951 VGRy 952 VGR-
256 VGR Div - 456th VGR - 257 VG Div - 477 FGR -~ 481 PGR ~ 36 VG Div =
6th SS Mtn Div = 11 SS Regt ~ 12 SS Regt - XII Fortress Regt - 38th GAP
815 Lt AA Bn, Bov A ita ‘

\45th Div Seetor) - Repainder of VI Corps Sector)

BRERENTHAL =~ 12 745459 ,

| Vio REIFERTSWILIER

NN

S



Intelligence Summary, 45th Iuf Div sactor for DPeriod 1 Jan to 31 Jan (Conb,)

(45th Div Sector)

ENEMY_ARVOR RiPONTSy WRLE FRRIOD

(Remainder of VI Corps Sector)

-2

- DATE NUMEER PLACE NUMEER PLACE
4 Jan A 798396
1 842418
3 729390
§ Jan 4 84024325 2 ROHRY ILLER
A 82724367
6 Jan \ 4 171407
6 BAMBSHE IM
"t Jan 1 DAMBACH 20 ASCHBACH -BUHL area
2 L ISTELDORF 10 FOHRY ILLER#DRUSENHE .
3 900450 10 BAMBSHE IM
3 890475 ~
8 Jan 10 LSCHBACH
, 12 OBERSEEBACH
9 Jan 2 762295 25 HATTEN
‘ 15 DRUSENHE IM-HERRLISIE
10 Jan 3 844418 12 182337 :
1 792350 3 HERRLISHEIM
1 791388
11 Jan 1 DAMBACH 5 124135
7 131152
10 ID0DW IGSW INKEL h
12 Jan 1 DAMBACH 20 RITTERSHOFFEN-HATTE}
13 Jan 4 848444, 12 RITTERSHOFFEN-HATTEF
14J3an 2 773387 15 HATTEN
3 764,400 3 HERRLISHE IM
15 Jan 2 847418 3 HERRLISHEIM
1 793402
1 76543976
2 TR LA S
RRCERET i ARTETY
17 van W T o LJ AL
0 702425 3 SESSELUE M
6 OF FENDORF
15 HATTEN
18 Jan 2 SESSENHE IM
6 Vic DENGALSHE IM
‘A,  ROBSCHT00G
6 HERRLISHE IM
19 Jan 29 Bridge at 0812
17 HERRLISHE IM
2 SESSENHE IM
HATTEN
1 099150
20 Jan 1 HERRLISHE IM
[} 099210
A HATTEN
12 087120
21 Jan 15 HERRLISHE IM
18 -OBERHOFFEN
22 Jan 1 822375 1o OBERHOFFEN =
BISCHWILIER
2 773388 :
23 Jan 4 GUNDERSHOFFEN 4 HERRLISHE IM
6 Vic HAGENAU
4 007350
2/ Jan 2 854348 10 HERRLISHE IM
3 ROTHBACH.
"0 ROTHBACH
25 Jer, 1 ROTHBACH 5 888290
3 985261
26 Jan 3 ROTHBACH 4 DRUSENHE 1M
2 CFFENDORY
27 Jan 3 092145
1 MUHIHAUSEN
28 Jan 1 ROTHBACH 1 085210
29 Jan 2 971263
P METZGER



Intelligence Summary, 45th Duv Sanlos for dericd 2 Jun 1945 to 30 Jun 1945
(contirmed)

ZNSLY akiigl s oiLsD DURING FERTCD

( 45th Div Sector) (RemaZnder of VI Carps Sector)
DATE NUMBZR, PLACE NUMBER PIACE
30 Jan 3 970269
10 OBERHOFFEN
Total 34
Total 420
A5th Div 84
5 L

In 45th Infantry’Division scctor, eneny did not have his infentry
screen his armow, but moved ih on roads towards objectives whiie his infan-
try nmoved down on objectives frcm high ground., Two concenhtrasicas of arnor
were reported in 45th Division gector, 12 Tanks vicinity NUENIOFFEN on
lst Jamuary and 12 Tanks or SPs vicinity ROTHBACH on 24th Jenuary. The
eneny comritted the bulk of three Armored Divisions (21 Pz Div., - 25th Pz
Gren Div and 10 SS Pz Div) on Corps right flank, and lost heavily, large
mssed attacks by eneny arnor in HATTEN area were first such cxperience
for VI Corps in FRANCE. Total nunmber of enemy tanks destroyed in Corps
sector during the month of Jamwry was 150, with 55 danaged.,

Eneny matéricl destroyed by this Battalion consisted of 2 Tanks, 1
field piece and 2 flakwagons.

For the vonnanding Officer
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Subjeet: Admiristrali e cac’ions, G35ue Tarl Negtiover Batiallion,
For The Perioc L darva.y 1% 0 -« H1l camary 1G45.

I, Narrative

1. Activities for tie month of January comrenced with the depert.-
ure of two enlisted men for the Zone of Interior on the Aay following
the New Year.

a. To bolster the commissicned strength of the battalion,
two officers who had been wounded in combat, 1lst Lt. EBNEST P. SANT-
ANGELO, and 2ncd Lt, FRED E., GRCOVER, rejoined their old wmnits on the
3rd and 5th, rcspcctively.,

b, ALtbuoegl corsiderable Jifl7caity was exrsriinced in cor-
tacting the men in e ferwera arcas, all Aliied Suwmplencrl ¥Francs in
100, 500, and 1COU denominatiors in the hands of tar tro-me, were col-
lected and exchanged for Bark of I'raice notes to combas widesprnad
counterfeciting.

¢. Perhaps the categtenling event from a healilh ocint of view
was the arrival on the I13th ol two dentists frcm the 1lst Armored Group
Headquarters on temporary Juty. Since the loss of the batialion den-
tist due to a T/0 change, oroper dental treatmen® was in demand,

d. On the 17t and the 19th, a total of twelve (12) enlisted
reinforcements were reccivad to f£ill the vacancies created by combat
ecasualties suffered during ths hecavy figkting in the early part of the
month. Since these men were all graduates of the lgt Armored Group
School, they were assigned without delay.

e, To provide nen who have been in continuous combat with
a rest and to bring about a higher degree of versatility, a system of
rotating Headquarters perconnel with men from the gun companies was
put into effect on the 23rd, On that date, ter (10) Headjuarters Comp-
any men werc interchanzzd with letter compary perconnel,

f. Five (£} =%Vt onil reinforcemepts were reveived auring
tna Iatter Ao ol tas oot vy poor VR cnitast o ws B, vl oreras
ATl T P

ge The Tirs, morty ol tae aow weav i TN oLt o0 In end
wilh the ecod news of an edditional quocn of ¢we (Z) catisted men to

II. Gagualties.

1. Casualties were heavier than usual due to thc hard fighting
during the first part of the month, Total casualties for the period
1 January to 31 January 1945: Five (5) enlisted men, missing in action;
Four (4) enlisted men and one (1) officer, killed in action; Two (2)
onlisted men,seriously wounded in action; Six (6) enlisted men,lightly
wounded in action; Three (3) enlisted men, lightly injurcd in actien.
Total - 21. ’

III. Roster of XKey Pergonnel

Lt.Col. EDWARD L. AUSTIN, 0-311026 Commanding Officer
Major JOHN C. NIEHAUS, 0-333318 Executive Officer
Major PAUL V. PRIOR, 0394217 5-3
Capt JAMES H. LEGENDRE JR, 0-~454767 5-2
Capt WILLIAM M, WESTFALL, 0-205588 8.4,
1st Lt. JOHN J. SNYDER,0-1165958 S-1

IV, FProgotions

None

Ir
To-

vecoravions and Awards
Nong
VI. Suamary

The month just concluded was a perfeotly normal one from an admine
istrative standpoint. Too much cannot be said for the reinforcements the
battalion has been receiving through the lst Armored Group Sechool., Witho
excetion, these men have been found to be properly trained thereby elimi
nating the neeossity of an oricntation period.
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DATE COMPANY  TARGED

Commanding General, Seventh Arviy, APD 738, U
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RESUITS

2400402 B
2400403
2400403 B
2LLTRO4

Enery Perconrel in WIIDEN.
GUTH-target of cpportunity,
L M VI Tk (726403) enemy
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2400404, B
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50HE
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2400405 VMO L apiane af opnortunits 4 A3
2400406 c ; 1 pareouray in ol H¥
2400407
24,,00409
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17305
2400416 Eniry setivits vda hil1y at 9¢ LE
2400417 RENGTSBET 4 ANL: RULENRC 23 L APS
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2, Targets:
Enuny supply routes
Enemy supply pointg
Enemy airtillery positiong
Road junctions and towng.
3. Type of Pargets:
Observed missions
Unobserved missions

None
131

General Resultss
A1l fires
wowns and

e

All Basc Points

and guns were registered by Air OP,

Wwere harassing missions on
reported troop concentration,
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4,635 vy inis
40 rnde
1 round

Tig Fig

&nocked out ey Tl
disnrrsed seraonnc

icaked Pielld Pigc
wnd Fiakiviazen and
cispersed mersonre
srocitad oot Mlak .
VLI olhe wrikne

Dicaet Hite acore:

Very goed effect

area well covered
ey good effeet
ared Wil covered
Area woll covered
area well covered

eneny held road net works,

registrations were made with the

Results unknown .

minimim rounds



J T S Bt
P A TR O o

GtE Uank Jegtroyor Battalion
» DNAERENTHAT area,

Subjeets Action of Ist pistor emuany T
during Gerus Difecichoouzn oo %Y

T0 ¢ Commerding Cuneowi, cevwoath Arrvy W15 /58, U 8 Jrmy,

December 21si, 'G.., _st pltour, MEY Company, €45th Tank Deatroyer
Battalion attached to 117tk Reccoralescnce Syuadren. in AT position south
and east of BITCHE; AISACE (4(27/C). dirsct suppert of infantry elenents.,

At 2300 hours oncri Lnfantiy slements ascaulted and over-ran friendly
outpost positions. Flatcon srucived orders from highe: hcadrjuarters to
occupy forwerd peeiiicas ard ~iace “ire ¢ enemy personnel vicinity 488776,
3% rounds were expended. Moo lotesr riperts (b has boen estokliched that
rhis fire enabled ajprazinoiely Lovos friondty infarter sounds *¢ regain )
cortact with their —er-” weine Unor comoiseion of thls mis~ion the platoon
riturned to avigliral positica to cwaibt furth o orders,

A&t approxiratel s 1.5 tovra Tt Jonvay 'Sy, he 150 nlstisom received
word through the TL ~ompan; Hee 'iirlers of a major brea%ubr <71 in their
sector., Without wiulting orders, lst. Lt, Longnire, platoca l:ncz2r; gathered
all available personuel, including stragglers from infantry vnits alesady
engaged, and formed a strongpoint at the platoon position, He nlaced hine
self in command of A1 troops in the area until higher authority arrived,

The unit remained in positicn here beating off attack after attack with all
available weapons. /At n~pproxirately O8G0 hours the platoon withdrew and

set up another strongpoint 502 yurds to the SW of their former position,

This second position came undur almest inmediate assault by eneriy elements,.
Several attempts werc —ud: to cver-run the strongpoint but all were repulssd,
These attacks were mads tr woll organized troops. It is thought that the
lack of armor suppost prevented the eneny from breaking through, Shortly
after repulsing the last attack, the platoon received word of eneny infantry,
supported by tanke, fiying to cul their only route of escape. One TD under
command of Gorporal L. Criam noved into an exposed position and placed
direct fire on enery p=i'sourel, Corporal R, Grimm and his crew held their
ground until all friendiy vehicles had been withdrawn fron the area,

It was later establishad “hal Corzo~el Grirm's action disorganized an entire
company of enery irnlomiry Mo enoush “o 2uable our troops to consclidate

nev pesaitiois, wvritz Yk enlir, tine he occupied this pesition Cpl. Grimm's
viiinds was ander onbceratlioa an. Jireut Tire fron concealed eneny tanks an
DTE.

Snwtly befire 150U hours T/Z sutterworth was wounded in an eys while
moviag his TD %c A nev firing positicn., At appreximately 1500 hours the
pistorn wichdrew to the MOUTERKOUSE area, Events. from this tirme on are very
skctehy.  (Shortly after the platoon withdrew, the enemy shifted his attack
Yo the left of the Task Force sector(.

During the night of 1st - 2d January the platoon contacted elements of
19th Arnorod Infantiy Bettalion vicinity SARREINSBERG (74~-42) and attached
themselves to that unit until morning. At approximatdly 0800 hours the unit
moved into position to support defense of town. 4% approximately 0930 hours
the fown weo attacked by enenmy infantry elements supported by very intense
artiiiery fire of heavy and mediun calibre. Some direct fire was recoived
and Lt, Longmire went forward in an attenmpt to locate their firing positions,
Shortly af“er leaving his platoon Lt, Longmire was fatally wounded by fire
from these sanme vehicles,

S/5gt Jonr #, London took comrand of the platoon and moved them forward
toward the cxpccted enery armor. Corporal Grinm was shot through the head
oy sniper fire while directing his TD into position, S/Sgt London kept his
platoon in pesition under intense artillery and mortar fire until the attack
was wepelleda, ( At this poiat dicsel fuel for the M-10s was very, very low),
AL approximately 1700 houirs =/Sgt London moved his platoon vicinity of ST
LOUIS (722432) and reported to Col, Gritchfield, 142d Infantry Regiment, 36th
ofantry ™ osdsion,

Lae " tocn veccived sues, ammnition, and rations at ST LOUIS. At
arpoxanatel, 1290 hours S/Sgt London received word through TD Company Head-
quarters b, nossonger (several attenpts had been made to establish contact
cibo brslah, tls being the first successful effort) that his unit would be
2L.cho %0 24 Bn 179th Inf Regt, 45th Inf Div, The platoon leader reported
te "o~ Cuith, 20 Bn, and received orders to rove platoon to SARREINSBERG
At 3420 Lours, At 0630 hours radioncontact was dstablished with TD Conpany
UP, Daring "ho secvpation of positions the platoon was heavily shelled and
a crew nenter, Pyt R, Bortner was wounded by shrapnel and evacuated to hospi-
tal. At a »roxiiatuly 1030 hours one TD fired on geveral houses which were
giving wror>l. to our oroops.

-1. .



- Ties n«wo” QautaJ.Jox during
arcu {continuad)

The situatica wae ox
platoon had reseived we
London maneuverc? onc
fire and repei.c3 ¢ t

shavt 1600 houra wher the
, voproaching fron ohe Ske 3/5gh
Ve et i%L, position vnder Lea'y artillery

o dios ot o &1 encry valisle (thought to
be a TD of the Mk 'Y rla Thic vehdrie wam @mocked cut with one (1)
round of APUEDF ent:iling t hL vohicie at reor and burainge 14, No erew
nembers bailed cut, Tbroe {20 rourdy 4C30F Sirsd at aridencified target
at tree line . Lh? ropnlie sva vtipowr, T W bolletved thrt vhis was anoe
ther eneny *en: ¢~ TN,

Shortly aJtav Gorte L Fuafuarern orraied corpand af the plateoon, S/Sg
Tencon revertior L7 crood fa rmrimndi,

Acticn was oo w2 ovendnacs of bno duy. Aotilicry and sin, o
firc was very in:

On 4th vamo - chrvenn sapadas 0 Te (32 om0 enenmy towed
artillery piecc, "t c.stisg are ndy oogiv e but snolz el several ex-
plosions were weei =o tie fosiiion for ecyrral minates L iLor Lo mission
was completed,

The 1st pintuocn vas relicved on 5th Januzry by ths 2d ¢litown of this
organization, ‘
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PHILIP A, DOHERTY
1st.Lt., F, 4.,
Ex, Off, Co. B,



ANNEY. "B

Subjeet: Report of antivitics of ihe 24 platoon 645¢h TD Battalion fron
0100A 1 Jamiary to 0A00A 21 Jamuary 1945.

TO ¢ Commanding General, Seventh Army, APO 758, U S Arny.

While in PHILLIPSBOURG we were attaehed to 6é2nd Arnmored Infantey
conranded hy Lt. Col, Myers.

At 01004 we rcceived an alert call from the 62nd Armored Infantry., We
received the actual call to proceed on to BANNSTEIN at 03304 with two M-10s
which I proceeded to do. Ve arrived at the 62nd Infantry CP of ¥C% Conmpany
at approximately 04304 1 Janvary and reperted in to Major Higgins. He in
wvrn asked us iy we could taks up positions to cover the road junctions at
= epproximate coordinates £32447, With the two tank commanders I put the
M-i0s in position near their CP at coordinates 831447. A

Y'e just got in position when the Jerries put in a large scale barrage Of
lorge artillery, mortars, and 20mm in omr vicinity, which lasted approxinately
one hour, After that lifted there was unusual firing of small arms in great
numbers directed in ocur vieinity. Our lines withdrew to a position which
placed us in the front lines. I reported to Major Higgins and he gave e
pernission to withdraw back down the road to coordinates 825437, Before weo
withdrew we fired 35 rounds HE on a hill held by the Jerries at 835445, Then
we withdrew to a nore advantageous position,

We stayed at that position until approaximately 14084 that afternoon,

Jan lst, Qur Infantry started withdrawing so we pulled rear guard action
covering their withdrawal. We put up a road block at 804404 so a company

of 540th Engrs could pack up to pull aut, At that position we picked up appe
roximately 20 Infantry men who rode the M=10s, Ve pulled on past REIFERSSw
WILLER on by WIMMENAU into INGVILIER where we laid over for two haurs, By
pure chance I ran into Major Higgins who told me to take nmy M-10s ihto
ZINSWILIER, We rsachcd our destination at 2100A where we bedded dewn.

On Janwary 24 at 100CA Sgt. Silver contacted us, At 11004 the CO of
our Company gave as orders to pull into INGWILIER which we did,

Incidentally. while we were with the 62nd Armored Infantry we were
practically cuc ofl.

EDWARD E. TOUSIGNANT
24, Lt,, AUS
Flatoen Crdr., Co. B



ANLFY noH

Subject: Report of Srtivibties of the lst section 2d platoon "B" Company,
645th Tank Nestroyer battadisnn, from 05004 1 Jan to 1800 2 Jan
1945.

To ¢ Conmanding Geheral, Scventh Army, APO 758, U S Army.

When S/Sgt. Tousignant left with thc 2d section I remained in position
until 07004, I received a call to report to Lt, Col, Myers at his CP, I
was ordered to rove botn M-}Os, leave one in PHILLIPSBOURG and take one to
the position previcus!'y reccnnuitered with "AM Company 62nd Armored Infantry.
T weoorted Lo Captuin Moors at abovt 09304, Rermined in pesition until
aooms 10308 whon v wers crdced vo cover the withdrawal of "B" Conpany 82nd
a7 ored Infantey So aew meszition,

sefore wichdrawing we received about 6 rounds of heavy artillery which
wounded 2 npen near us, I'FC Hagerman and I helped pick up one of the men and
heid hin on our velicld while we moved back 2 kilometers where I again re-
ported to Capt looie. He gave us permission to return to PHILLIPSBOURG where
I reported to Lt, Ccl, Myers and then noved both M-10s to the platoon CP for
the night. Posted guard,

At 2300A I received word to report to the 3d Bn 275th Inf Regt CP, While
there I was asked zbout a night direct fire mission. I couldn't help then
go I returned to the platoon CP, :

At 06004 2 Jamu~ry I »cceived word by telephone that the enemy had infil-
trated behind "B" Gompany é2nd Inf and were between thenm and PHILLIPSBOURG, .
I was to use ny om judrersnt, I zenc the two half tracks back through
PHILLIPSBAURG and placed toth M-10s tc cover the roads leading into FHILLIPS~
BOURG and then rsocrced to It. Coo, Myers, :

At 10304 I received word Ly our Battalion nessenger to nove ny section to
BEIFERTSWILLER ani repovt tc our company CP. I checked out at the 62nd Arnor-
ed Inf CP and pro~eceded te NIZDERBIOWN where I halted the convoy while I
reported to our B-ti2iion P, hen I returned to where I left the convaoy
they wevergone, I pocc.cid to JINSWILIER and made a road search for the
vehicles it corlaiiv Cird thern, Reported to S/Sgt Tousignant at approxinate?l
noon,

Rezeivz-d v For v (2291 “oog taut ihe first section plus two half
oot ey L 30 1A USRS L T v vl dmved to proceed to INGWILLER to
T Sy o, Tonwched the firel eszction by redio fron INGFILIER and the
deoseetion pous v hal® uracks reoovio] to the Conpany CF at about 18004
R ous sy

BERNARD SILVER
Sgt. Co. B



