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General Orders No.

1. ACTIVATION of the 651st Tank Destroyed Battalion.

In compliance with Paragraph III, General Orders No. 6, Headquarters, Tank
Destroyer Center, Camp Hood, Texas, dated February 26, 1943, the activation of
the G51st Tank Destroyer Battalion as of 0001, 13 March 1943, with station at
Camp Bowie, Texas, and its assignment to the Tank Destroyer Basic Unit Train-
ing Center, is announced.

This was the order received by a Cadre from the 706th T D Bn. and 46 offi-
cers. Thus started the career of a unit which has set training records and will set
battle records. The keynote those first few days was confusion, but by the 16th
when our first fillers arrived, things had settled down to 130 steps per minute and
we hoped that to rookies we looked like hard bitten old-timers. Most of the new
men we received were from the West Coast and after a week of building up the
Co. strength reports, the scourge of a GI’s life (Tng. Schedule # 1) went to press
and the battalion started its Basic Training. The following two months was a
flash of range work, dismounted drill, training films and FM22-5. On May 15th,
the 14th TANK DESTROYER Group gave us an excellent rating on our basic
training so we moved to Camp Hood and started our second phase of training
under the guidance of Advance Unit Training Center. Firing of our basic weapon
was accomplished during the next two month, followed by section, platoon, com-
pany and battalion tactical training and a week on the Battle Conditioning Course
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was culminated with the Platoon Combat Firing and Tactical Proficiency Test—
both of which were passed with flying colors. Scoring on the Platoon Combat
Firing Test was led by the 2nd Platoon of B Co. which set the AUTC record at
the time of four hits in 49 seconds. A three day holiday at the Panther Park
finished our AUTC training and on the 11th of September the Bn. moved back
to Camp Bowie to start combined training. The following two months were spent
getting acquainted with the M10s and preparing for maneuvers and on November
14th we headed for Louisiana. “Remember Stump Camp” and the mud around
Kurthwood and the white Xmas (some one wrote a song about). Anyhow, the
Battle of Louisiana was successfully waged and won and on that memorable day,
28 Jan. we again moved back to Camp Bowie. At present, we are engaged in
post maneuver training—which consists mainly of catching up with all POM re-
quirements.

A CELEBRATION was in order on March 13th, but due to a conflict in the
schedule, the Battalion Party was postponed to the 14th. Despite a visit from the
IG that day, an ANNIVERSARY FIELD MEET and PARTY was held with A
Co. taking top honors and the trophy.

This is the record to date—one to be proud of. A year from now it is hoped
we can add another page for overseas service.

Major William C. McConahay

Battalion Executive
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T STAFF OFFICERS
Second row, left to right: lst Lt. Joseph E. Shepard, Asst. S-2; 1st Lt. Henry C. Bailey,
. Barnard, Special Service Officer; 1st Lt. Clarence G. Batson, Asst.
Lt. Kenneth S. Donnelly, Asst. $-3; 1st Lt. Phillip M. Cobb, Asst. S-4; Capt. Louis S.
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STAFF AND ASSISTAN

SSt. S-‘?i; 2nd Lt. Luther
, Bn. Surgeon.
Capt. Gerrish H. Milliken, Jr., New York, N. Y., Adjutant; and 1st Lt. William W. Rice.

Front row, left to right: Capt. Max F. Schlather, Acting Int. Off. (S-2); 2nd Lt. Carleton R.
“ol. Dwight E. Moorhead, Bn. Commander; Major William C.
Capt. Jewell C. Christenson, Supply Officer (S-4); Capt. William W.
Jr., §-2, absent.

McConahay, Bn. F
Steele, Operations (S-3).




BATTALION OFFICERS
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY — HEADQUARTERS PLATOON

: Lt Sge. E. F. Hogya, 21 N. Brezarich, 20d L. J. A, Lesch, 3rd row: Pfc. G, J.
. E. D. Bickley, Ist . M. C. Youngberg, 1st Lt. Batson, 1. Strange, T/5 J. D.

; . Lay
4th row: T/5 W. Westlake, T/5 F.

: Pye. M o, Phc. F. A. Briseno, T/5 Morrison, 1/4 G. E. Black, T/4 1. Zabor

d Pve. J. A. Goodwin, Pyt. Joe Gaitan,
A. Al Arvay, Pfc. P. T/5 B. F. Macaulay, Cpl. G. A. Speaker.




HEADQUARTERS COMPANY — STAFF PLATOON

Dojtem row, Jeft 1o rights T/4 V. J, Dierick, T/5 Ed Hil, TySgr. J. W. Gallinger, M/Sgr. T/5 R. F. Whitcomb, T/5 R. M. Magill, T/4 R. P. Stanway
ios.

J. A. Schiavo, "B Garner, 75 3 lor, Pvt.

3rd rous T(4 D. G, Barcholomew, Pfc. N. J. Bourgeois, T/5 D. R. McKay, T/5 T. J. Shaw,
2nd row: Pvt. J. A. Dufur, T/5 W. E. Ownn Pvt. R. D. Savage, T/5 L. M. Lievanos, T/5 F.

F. R. Madson, T/4 J. ST A S




HEADQUARTERS COMPANY — COMMUNICATION PLATOON

Bottom row, ’!/l to right: T/4 W. A. Erskine, T/5 A. Reis, Pvt. C. E. Wynn, 2nd Lt. L. 2nd row: T/5 J. L. Alegria, Pvt. L. O. Stapleton.
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY — TRANSPORTATION PLATOON

left to right: Pic. F. ). Hackler, P Van Zyl, Pve. R. W. Buchman, Pfc. C. R. Collifiower.
2nd Lt. Ira Lentz, Sgt. Wm. Post H. Juchtzer, Pve. E. G. Knudson.

3rd row: Pyt X . Murray, Pve. J. Holt, Pvt. R. N. Smith, Pve. H.
2nd row: Pvt. J. L. Lant, Pvt. A. Flores, Pvt. J. Soto, Pfc. F. J. Camacho, Pvt. E. F. Hall, Rhodes, Pfc. R. R. Metsker.




R. J. Ku G. Randolph, 2 T/4 S, R. Stephens, Pve. M. F. Chung, T/4 Derhiem, T/5 D. R. Weaver, Pfc.

T/4 2nd 1
£ Ko, /s € IO S M. T/4 R. C. Hershiser.
M. A. Clinkenbeard, T/4 L. B. Pve. Ted Lewis, Pfc. H.

/5
H. Noblett.




MEDICS

Front row, left to right: Pic. C. L. Rosetti, T/5 W. H Bird, T/5 S. M. smam. Cxp( Louis 2nd row: Pvt. D. O. Cuberly, Pfc. C. R. Weeks, Pve. H. E. Panian, Pvt. A. E. Seaman, Pvt.
Kanefsky, Capt. Louis S. Seferlis, T/5 J. Behrman, Pvt. P. D. Brockett, Pfc. D. L. R. W. Burchfield.




RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY — HEADQUARTERS PLATOON
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RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY — FIRST PLATOON
ottom row, left o right: T/5 Maryin D. Aultman, T/5 Harold Adams, Sge. George W Top, rous Plc. Wilbere Chatagnier, Pfc. James L. Jensen, Pvt. Robert Bond, Pve. Clifron

Bect 5785, S Tavlor, 2ad L. Joha M. Van Ancwerp, S/Sgt. George V. Tulley, T/ Baker, Pfc. Joe Cordov;
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