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BEADQUARTERS
656TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
" APO 230, U. S. ARMY

19 April 1945

/ SUBJECT: After Action Report,

7

TO t The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D.C.
EAttentlon: Hlstorlcal Sectlon)
Thru Channels).

- ls In compliance with AR 345-105, 18 November 1929,
as changed by Change 4, dated 10 August 1944, the After
Action Report of the 656th Tank Destroyer Battalion for
the period 1-31 March 1945 'is forwarded herewith,

For the Commanding Officer:

4%225,4?7,é§§!iu4u4~uq?
CR A. STEFANOWICZ

Captain S-2

(Historian) -
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HEAD _UARTERS
6561H TAMK DE3TROY:=R BATTALICON
2 april 1945

AFTER ACTICN REPCRT

Section I
campalgn (Current vamgaign in western purope)

itap neferences:- GS3GS 4507, Sheets 20, 40, 60, 6iy 80,
8L, 100, 1013 GSGS 4416, Jheets Q3,
R2, ﬁ3, 52, 330

vait and vomu.anders of .roups:-

En CO - ut Col 4ohn . Meador

Hg Co CO -~ Capt archie . Bensgar
acn Co CO = 2nua .t Joseph w. viark

A Co CO - yapt vavia v. Cleary

» Co CO - (Capt vharies v. Driscolid
¢ Co CO - Capt aichard n. Tuggle

section .11
Statistical pata

a. rerson.nel pLosses:

|

Date X1A DOI  WIA MIA CAPT XRBC.

CEN OEw CEM OEM OEM O EM
Likar 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 O o0 O
2 v O 0O C 0 0 0 C 0 0 0 0
3 o 0 00 0O1 0 C 0 0 0 0
4 O ¢C 01 0 0 0 00 00
5 O 0 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 o0 2
6 O 0 001 L 0O 0 0 0 0 ©
7 O 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2
8 v O 0 C 0 0 0 0 0 0 o0 1
9 v 0 0 00 O OO 0 0O 0 0
Lo Cc 0O 0 0OC OO0 0 0 0 0 O©
11 v 0 0O 0 0 2 0 O 0 0 ¢ 4
12 v 00 0 0 O ¢ O ¢ 0 0 1
13 u 0 000 0O0O C O 0 1 2
14 v 0 0 1 0 0 0o O 0 o0 0 1
L5 v O 0 0 0 4 v O 0 © 00
16 u 0 0 00 3 v 0 0 0 0 0
17 v O 0 01 4 v 0 0 0 0 O
18 v 0 0 00 2 wvwO O O ©0 1
15 v 0 0 0O 0 OO 0 0 0O 0 O
2u O 0O 0 U O O OO0 0 0 0© 2
21 v 0O 0 0 00O 0O 0 0O 0 00
2 v O 0O 0O 00 0 0 0 0 ¢ O©
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Personnel uLosses (Cont‘'d)

Date KIE  DOI —WIK — WILX CARPr T3¢
OEM OEM OEM OZEM OBEM O EM
23 war 45 0 0 C 0 0 O O 0 0 0 O 1
24 O 0 00 0CO0O OO0 O0O0 0 2
25 v 0 0 00O OO0 CO 0 0
26 0’0 00 00 00 0O 01
27 o 0 0003 0 00O 01
28 v O 0000 C 00 0 01
29 v 0O 0 C¢C 0 G 06 0 0 0 1
3U o0 0 000G ©C OO0 0 1
31 00 0 0CC ©6GCOG © O

b. Persoi.el neplacements:-

Date U Bl Pate O EM Date U _EM
T war 45 O 0 12 kar 45 O 0 2% mar 45 0 O
2 ) 0 13 V) 0 24 0 0
% 0] 0] 14 0 0 25 0 0
4 0 0 15 0 0 26 9] 0
5 0 0 16 0] 0 27 0 0
6 v 0 17 C 0 28 0 0
7 0 0 18 0 6 29 v 0
8 C 0 19 0 0] 30 0 0
9 0] 0 2v 0] 0 31 0 0
Ly L 19 21 0 0

1l v 0 22 1Y) 0

3. ?HNs Taken'- 398 Actual Count
200 Additional (@stimated)

d., Veuicular Replacementsx

™ 2/4 1yD oy 1R M Trailers

o ¥4 T S/fm}?z 2Y2 10—T M 8 g:}fmy-zo M—32 M 36l T M10 Y4-
Mar 45 10 ¥4-T

2 0 0 0o o) 0 0o 1l 0 0 0 0 0 o)
13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0O 0 (] 0
19 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0,0 0 0
20 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0] 0 O 0 0
28 1l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0

Note: C Company did not r3cz’ve omne }¥~-18 replucement. Company
turred ir 10 I-18s aun¢ received 12 M-36s in return, LP

e, Vehicular Losses:

-

Y4-T 3/4 1¥2 2¥2 10-T M-8 M-18 M-20 M-32 M-36) allers
Mar 45 ) : — 1=T M0 YdeT ’
o ©o 0 0 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0. 0 0
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e, Vehicular Losses (Cont'd)

O—— -——— i

" _ _ _ !raiiers
yY4-T 3/4 1¥2 2y¥2 10-T M-8 M-18 M 20 M-32 ¥-36 1-T M-10 ¥4

A o e A < e | g i o G- W . fo

Mar 45 . .
26 1l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o 0

f. Ammunition Expended:

76mm_HE 76mm APC 76mm HY 90mm HE
433 (2 A 15

Section III

The orgenization for combat of the 656th Tank Destroyer
Battalion at 0l1000lA March 1945 was as follows: 6§6th TD Ba
attached to 9th Armored Division, Company A with the 3rd Ren
Platocn, attached to Combat Command Aj; Company C with the 2nd
Ren Platoon, attached to Combat Command B; Company B with the
lst Ren Platoon, Headquarters Company and the compeny headquar-
ters of Reconnaissance Company remained under battaliom comtrol.
The Battalicn CP and all the elements under its control was
attached to CCR,

In order to mcintaim close lialson between the Commanding
General of the 9th Armored Division and the Commanding Officer
of the 656th Tank Destroyer Battalion, the command group of
this organization was dividdd into two elements, the Battslionm
Forward CP which moved with the Division Forward CP and the
Battalion Rear CP which remained with Headquarters Company.
The Forward CP Group was comprised of the Battalionm Commander,
8-3, S-2, Communications Officer and the CO of Reconnaissance
Company while the Rear CP Group consisted of the Battalionm
Executive, S~4 and S-1.

At010001A March 1945 the Bn CP was locatod at GEY, Germany,
(Fo71399) having moved there the previous day from SPRIMONT,
Belgium (K530140). Wire com unicaticn was established with
g9th Armored Divigion upon arrivel at GEY., The Liaison Officer
of this organization with the 9th Armored Division reported to
the Ba Forward CP completing the physical link between the two
headquarters. In order to maintain close contact with the com-
panies the Battalion Commander left the CP at 011000A March
194% to visit the Command Post of Combat Command B and the com-

mand post of C Company. The Bn CO returned to the Forward CP
in the afternoon of the same day. At 0114454 the Ba Adjutant
visited the Bn Forward CP and reported that Headquarters Com-
pany and the Battalion Rear CP were located at FRIESENROTH,
Germany (F902351). It was learned at this time that am M-18
destroyer that the Bn was short could not be drawm at this time
since there was no authority for its procurement. The Bm CO
visited the Division CP 1915A and returned at 2000A.

”
Upon completion of- the road march from SPRIMONT, Belgium, 3‘)
A Compeny went into an assembly aresa in vicinity of DROVE,
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Gormany, (X1437) in preparatlon of supporting the attack of CCA
towards WOLLERSHEIM (F1730). After establishing the Company CP
at DROVE, the company commander reported to the CO of the Com-
bat Command where he was informed that the lst Platoon would be
attached to the 60th Armored Infantry Bn, the 2nd and 3rd Plat-
oons would remain under the company commander's comntrol and
would constitute the antitank reserve of the Combat Command.
Upon the company commander's returan to the Company CP the Com-
pany commander informed the platoon leaders of the platoon at-
tachments. The lst platoon leader reported to the CO 60th Armd
Inf Bn at 010200 March 1945 and was given the order to be ready
to move at O530A to vicinity of BERG. This move was made. The
remainder of the company remained in position throughout the
day. There was no enemy activity in wvicinity of the company's
positions,

B Company closed in at FRIESENROTH, Germany (K3334) 282230A
March 1945 and took up defensive positions with fields of fire
to the S and SE. At this time B Company's mission was to reach
FRIESENROTE and await further orderas for commitment, At 011830A
March 1945 information was received at the company CP that ean-
emy tanks were in an unknown location to the S and SE of FRIES-"
ENROTH. The Rem Platoon attached to Company B was givem the
mission of recomnoitering the road network and possible tank
assenbly areas to the S and SE of the company positions, The
mission was duly executed but no tanks were found, The company
remained in its location for ths remainder of the day.

Company C arrived at SOLLER, Germany, (F1837) at 010130A ,
March 1945, - Under cover of darkmess at 02QQA the three platooas
moved into direct fire positioms. At the first light of dawa
the gun commanders of the 3md and 3rd guns of the 2ad Platooa
moved their guns to positions affording better firld of fire,
The company commander of Company C upom visiting the CP of
Combat Command B was informed that his company tould form the
AT reserve of the Combat command,

-~ At 020950A Mareh 1945 a telephone message was received from
Liaison Officer No 1 that thc Ba Forward CP would move with
Division Porward CP from GEY to SOQLLER (K177380) at 1400A,
Later the time of movement was chamged to 1600A hours. The Bn
CO and S-=3 left the Bn CP to visit A amd C Companies and did
not retura until the CP opened im the new locatiom at SOLLER.
At 1600A the Bn CP closed at GEY and under the command of_ the
Bm 8-2 moved with the Divisiom CP to SOLLER. Shortly after
opening of the CP at SQLLER at 1730A the Ban CO and 8-3 arrived,
Information accuismlated during fhe visits was plotted oam the
Situation and Operatioms Maps. Routine vinit- by the Liaison -
Officer were made during the day,

At 020800A March 1945 the compamny commander ot Colpalw A
reported to the CP of CCA. The followimng attachaeats were made

at that time, lst Platoom would remaia im support of the 60th 6

Arad Inf Bn, the 2nd and 3rd Platoonn would support the 810th$b

-‘-'
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Infentry Regiment im the attack om WOLLERSEEIM (F1730). The

2nd Platoon was put im direct support of the 3rd Bn 310th Iaf
and the 3rd Platoon im direct support of the 2nd Bm, 310th Ianf.
Strong resistance was encountered after the jump off at 0309004
Maroh 1945, The town of WOLLERSHEIM fell to the attackimg forces
by 1700A and the attack was garried om to LANGENDORF (F3031).
The 3md Platoom, Company A, im conjunectiom with Co I, 3rd Bnm,
310th Iaf captured the town of LANGENDORF by 2000A hours, Im
this epgagement 12 prisoners wers takem by the 2ad Platoon, The
TD Platoom in the attack om LANGENDORF was employed in the fol-
lowing manner: From a range of 800 to 1000 yards the destroyers
fired HE shells.into the buildimgs of thetowam under attack,
After this preparation, the supported Infamtry moved im amd took
the town, A total of 26 rounds of HE smmunition were expended
during the LANGENDORF operatioa,

The lst -and 3rd Platooms did not engage im any fire fight
during the period 012400A to 032400A March 1945, Im order to
keep close to the three TD Platoons the Company CP.at 022100A
March 1945 moved to THUIR (F150331). :

Company B remained umder battalion comtrol during theperiod
012400A to 032400A March 1946, The company remained im position

ia vicinity of FRIESENROTH until 2030A when a move was uandertakea ‘

for displacement to NIDENEAU (F168329), B Company arrived at
NIDENEAU 2330A and moved into firimg positions, -

At 020130A March 1945 the CO €Gompany C reported to CCB CP
as' requested, The CO Company C was directed to move his company
to the vicinity of DI TERNICH (P245386), Upom his retura to
the company CP, thecompany commander djirected his company rear
CP to remaim at SOLLER. The remaining thkee platoons departed
from SOLLER at 0230A hours and arrived at DISTERNICH at O300A.
Direct fire positions were takem with fields of fire to the E,
Since the positiohs were subjected to intermittent artillery
fire all personnel dug fox holes. At sbout 0900A C Company .
suffered its first casualty whea a crew member received a
slight meck would from enemy SP artiliery fire., The suapected
location of the SP gun was taken under fire by the lat gua of
the 2nd Sectior of the 3rd Platoon, Five rounds of HE were fired,
The results of the firing were not investigated but the SP art-
1llery fire stopped, At 021100A March 1945 Company C commander
was put ia command of a Task Force consistimg of his owm company,
Company D, l4th Tamk Ba, assault gun platoom, moptar platcemn awd
. oae platoon of AA, This task force constitutcd the reserve of
Comvas Command B, The tasx force was not coumitted as such and
was disbanded 030200 March 1945, The lat Prisomer was taken by
C Company when a German Ordmance Lieutemant surreadered to the
company mail clerk and a company headquarters sectiom driver at
2300A. The prisoner was turned over to am MP, The Company rear
CP moved from SOLLER to VETTWEISS (Fl97385) at 020900 March 1948,

Effective 022400A March 1945 Battaliom Headquarters ard Hq

Company vera relieved from CCR control &ré placed umrder comtrol 5’]

of Division Headquarters. Ome M¥-18 was received 031020A March
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1945 and delivered to A Compamy., This brought the total number

of destroyers to 36, Visits to A and C Coapanies were made by

tte Bn CO and the Bn 8-3, Visits to tke Bn CF we»a made by the

Bn Bxecutive Officer and the Ban Surgeon, At 1530 the Bm Liaison
Officer reported the location of B Company was to be at KEMPER-

HOF (F202359).

At 030800A March 1945 Combat Command A and the 310th Iaf Regt
launched an attack from LANGENDORF (F2031) im a SE directionm
towards MERZENICH (F2231). Light enemy oppositiomn was encounte
ered and by 1030A MERZENICH fell to our forces, The 2nd and
3rd Platoons of Company A, 656th TD Bm, supported this attack
and aided materially in the town's capture, The tactics employ-
ed were the same as previously mextioned. Sporadic artillery,
mortar and small arms fire was directed at the tank destroyers,
During this engagement a gum commander of the 3rd Platooa re-
ceived injuries from mortar fire and was evacuated to an aild
station and them to the 13th Hospital, At 1500A the 2md Platoom
assisted ia the takimg of FLOREN, In the actiom against MERZ-
ENICH and FLOREN 30 rounds of HE and 10 rouads Of APC were fired,
The lst Platoon remained attached to the 80th Armd Inf Bam which

was in CCA reserve at WOLLERSHEIM (F174308). The comp cp
left THUIR (F160331) and arrived at WO HEIM (F174308) at
1300A.

8ince CCR remaimed in reserve for 9th Arad Division, Company

B participated im no actiom but advanced with its Combat Command
when the Division reserve moved forward. At 030010A March 194§
E Company was directed to move to VETTWEIS (F197388). The move-
ment was duly executed and the consq;y cloged or VETTWEISS 0210A,
Positions im this towa were ocoupled until 1680 whea the compaay
was directed to KEMPERHOF (F202359). B Company moved amd ocou=’
pied positions im vicimity of KEMPERHOF with field of fire to

the B and SE., The positions at KEMPERHOF were ocoupied uamtil
041330A March 1945. Ia all movements of B Company the attached
lst Rem Platoom executed the necessary road recomnaissamce amd
secured the area irm which the company had takea firimg positieas,

At 030200A March 1945 the company commander of C Company was
informed that the Task Force he commanded had beem disbanded,
Combat Command B comtinued its attack towards FRIESARIM (P3240).
The mission of C Company upon disbandment of the Task Force was
to provide the AT reserve for Combat Commamd B, Ian its drive to
the E, Combat Command B was not confroated with any armored threats
therefore, Company C took up positions to the rear of CCBs for-
ward elements, At O30800A March 1945 Company C moved from DIS-
TERNICH to FREISHEIN §r334o). The congany entered FREISHEIN at
1000A. Platoon positions were recomnoitered and them oceupied,
All tank approaches were covered by at least ome sectiom of TDs,
The attached Rcm Platoom performed the road reconnaissance froa
DISTERNICH to FREISHEIM and them moved iato a readesveus posi-
tion in woods (F338418). The company commander im amticipating
further movements to the B gave the Rca Platooa a missioa of ?sg
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reconnodiering roade o WAIDRRSWINT (P3I68408) end HLINHHZIY
(PIEE4I0) . Upon comoletlon of its mission the Kew Platoon pe-
ported envmy sminss sloky they vosd Lo PRLINUASWICT. This infop-
aitlon wes Turnished Lo the Joabet Covmand Mealquarters., 7The
compary CF moved from BRILEKAUF 1Y RGAME (PR7T4180) 1o PREISHIIM
at 16004, ‘

At CA0LEBL durel 1048 m $wispiome oull from 6tk Armd Div
supzonged the Bn GO to the hiy Ui, Urom Lie return the En OO
stated tLat Lhe Bn Fwd CP would move tz ZULFICH (4122342) mome
Lims in Lie afterncenm of the snse day, With the mrrival of the
Bun Executive Officer st the ¥n Fwd CF the iam GO, Ea dxacutive,
B~3 wpd Uotor Ufficer mat Im . u conferencs, It w.m ascided to
apite the rear aad forward (Fa into ume umit, The n fxeoutive
®as laforeed to plon on movidg the Bn yesr UV and Hg Co to Bl
PICH at 303 time im the aftearuncon, &4 nusrtering party uadsr
the U3 of Agn Co left for ZULFICH to arrsnge for gunrters, The
Bn Zixesatliz slac zade a trag te DulPICHL for the same regson,
The customary vl -ltx %u th: eenpsnies wera made by tha Bu OO
snd staff officers. ‘Fue En Kwd CP olemed at BOLLEK DALAND,
Kareh 19486 and .rocsoded Lo xnove with the Divinion Ped Op ta
Bl iCH. Tae coluer meve, elowly, This wes csusmed by the roagd
Lolblenson ab LJlslll. The dr Fwd OF opervd st FULVICH R202GA.
i 0 wad the du rear U acved to ZULPICH vy infiltration, iq
o woveranl vegusn at 12004 edd was completed ab 17IBA. AL LULPICH
all elenenis under battalicn coniroel were centrally located aud
controlled {rom one OP, '

“he leuding «lements of Combat Commaend 4, plus the atisched
dra Gm, &108h 1nf, ercssed the line of duparture 0414004 Haupch
1945 1p an atteck to the ¥ with SUSKINCUSN (¥2220) pe the oujeq
tive., G“nomy opuosition was light and the forwerd slements of
the 80th armd iaf Bn reached the cutskivtr of the Cesbat vomnand
ctjeevive at 198GA. The Srd Bo 310tk Inf clesrsd ths tlty. In
its drive to the & and £ the 80th Armd Inf Bn was supported by
the let “latoon Company A, The “rd Ba, J10th Inf, wes supvurted
by the Ird Plstoom, {ompeny A. %hile sdpaertiesg the atisck the
platoon leader of toe lat  latosn wae hit by shrapnol in the
left chest, The let flato. n was advaneiug Lowerds BUSRIRCESR
wniar intermittent sbell sand mortar fire.whém at enemy shell hit
approvimately 20 yaurds awey from the leading destroyer woundiag
the plutoon leader, The casualty wee sustolned im an open field
1y2 miles S€ of FRAJPNRURG (FS1B317) and wus sveoustad by the
sth Armd ald sen at 1800A., The plsboor uader the Flstoon hgts
command sontinued its advance towards “USKIRSHIN and o¢ quplied
poeltions ¢n the Festern cutsikirts at 2030A. The followlng day
the platosn lemd:y of the Rem Platousn took counend of the lst
#lavoon, The 2ud Platosn teok up 48l ensive positions in the
vicinitly of NAMERKICH (F259828) where ths company CP was loecated,
A totul of 30 rounds HE were expended by the lmt latosn in sup-
porting the attaek om BUSKIRSHSYN, The goupany rear OF asved
from FLULLERAGEIN te NOUMEKICE (F268328) arviving at 2000A.
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At 0412304 March 1945 Company B was directed to move from
KEMPERHOF to BESSENICH (F238354), The company cleared KEMPERHOF
1230A and reached BESSENICH 143Q0A. Direct fire positions were
taken in an opem field, Simce mo cover was available, fox holes
were dug, These positions were occupied for four days. The mise
siorn of the company during that period was to remaim as the AT
reserve for CCR, Since CCR itself was ia Division reserve B Com~
pany had not had action against the ememy, B Company remained
at BESSENICH until Q7Q71SA March 1945. '

At 030800A March 1945 C Company received orders to move to
WEILBR AUF D' EBENE (F275387). The company departed from FREIS-
HEIM (¥319400) O830A and moved along the route FREISHEIM, BORR
(F301381) SCHEUREN (F288382), WEILER AUF D' EBENE. The 2nd Rea
Platoon moved at the head of the compamy ¢olurn and marked the
route, C Company cloased at WEILER AUF D' EBENE at 1230A and re-
mained im billets im the 8W part of town for the remaimder of
the day. ' ’

The 5th of March marked the first day of functionirng of the
CP Group as one unit., The Bn CO learned at the Division CP
that a new Bn Fwd CP Group would accompany the Division Fwd CP,
The new Bn CP Group would consist of the Bn CO, one additiomal
officer and several enlisted men, This plam was to go into ef-
fect on the next displacement of the Division, Plans were made
- to have a Liaison Officer accompany the Ba CO and four enlisted
men from message center, At 060928A March 1945 a representative
from 8th TD Group arrived to coordinate the activities of this
battalion and other TD organizations im the III Corps. Plaams
were also discussed is regards to establishinpg am Imntelligence
radio net. The Bn CO made a visit to EUSKERCHEN axd A Company,
The Bn CO returmed to the Bn CP at 1455A. Other routime visits
were made by the Bm staff officers to the Gumn Companies,

On 050001A March 1945 A Company was disposed in the follow-
ing manner: Company Hq attached to 19th Tank Ba at NEMMENICH
(F259329); lst and 3rd Platooms at BUSKIRCHEl' [#3329); lst Plat-
oom attached to 60th Armd Inf Bng 3rd Platoon attached to 3rd
Ba, 310th Inf and the 2nd Platoom in position at NEMMENICH. At
0730 CCA jumped off attacking to the East, After crossimg the
ERFT Canal elements of the 310th Inf attacked ROITZHEIM (F3427).
Eeavy resistance was encountered from the enemy withim the town
and in ground fortification on the outskirts, The 3rd Platoon
of A Company supported elements of the 3rd Bm, 310th Inf, in
this attack, Tactics of the sup:-orting TDs were the same as
previously mentioned, After the TDs had expended 40 rounds of
HE, the Infantry advanced into town, The enemy launched two
counter-attacks but both were drivem back, ROITZHEIM was fim-
ally cleared at 1930A. The 3rd Platoon them moved into the towa
and took up defensive firing positions with fields of fire to
the Bast, Elements of the 2nd Ba, 310th Ianf, at 1300A attacked
in the direction of WEIDERSHEIM and CUCHENHEIM (Fr3528). Heavy
resistance was also encountered im this sector., The 2nd Plat-
oon, Company A, gave close support to the attacking Inf and bYL%C}
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1830A both towns were takem, Im the attack on CUCHENHEIM con-
tact was lost between the supportimg TDs and the attacking
Infantry., After firing a 25 round preparation imto the town
the 2nd Platoon advanced towards the objective but could not
find any infantry. The platocn nevertheless entered the towa
cleared out some snipers and them took up positions. The lst
Platoon remained at EUSKERCHEN shroughout the day. Im order

to keep close contact with the platoom the ccrHany CP left
NEMYERICH at 1600A and arrived at EUSKERCHEN at 18004,

B Company remained at BESSENICH (F238354) 5 March 1945,

CCB reverted to Division comtrol 050600A March 1945 and
attacked across the ERFT CANAL in am Easterly direction. En-
emy resistance was light and the towa of LUDENDORF (r406300)
was takerm at 2200A., At 1730A C Company attached to CCB was givea
the order to move to KLEINBULLESHEIM (F368309)., The company
moved out of WEILER AUF D' EBENE (F274389) at 1920A proceeding
to NIEDEBERG (F318378). Since there was high overcast and no
moon the road march over the road was extremely difficult, At
2030A the company commander halted the colummn and summomed the
platoon leaders to his vehicle, The platoom leader and his
driver of the 2nd Platoom while proceeding to the head of the
company column was injured by a 2¥2-ton truck towing a gunm,
The towed gunm ran over the platoon leader and his driver, The
platoon leader's collar bone was brokem while the driver suffer-
ed internal imjuries., Both memn were evacuated to the Combat
Commnand's Aid Station, The company closed at KLEINBULLESHEIM
060100A March 1945 and moved into positions with field of fire
to the NE and E.. ’

The Br CO and party left the Ba CP at 061050A March 1945 to
report to Division CP to fill his new assignment as the Division
ATO. The Ba Executive Officer assumed responsivility for the
functioning of the rear CP Group, Headquarters Company and Rom
Headquarters Sectiom, PFuture moves were to be made by all
elements as ons umit, A representative from 8th TD Group vis~

ited the Ba CP with additional imformation im reggrds to the
proposed Group Imtelligence Net. The 656th TD Ba reported inte
the net at 1930A. At 1116 the CP was alerted for movement to
EUSKIRCHEN (P3330). Preparatioms for movement wore immediately
undertaken and at 1230A the Ban CP closed at ZULPICH (F233333).
A quartering party under the command of Roa Co CQO left ZULPICH

at 1100 hours and met the CP Group on arrival at the outskirts
of EUSKIRCHEN. The Bn CP opemed at BUSKIRCHEN at 061500A March

1945, During the day the Bm Motor Officer, Bm Surgeon and the
Bn 3~4 visited the gun companies,

‘After consolidating its positions B of ODENDORF (F3928) CCaA
launched an attack at O700A to the B with RHBINBACH as the ob-
jeotive, The 1st and 2nd Platoons of Company A supported the
attack, Resistance encoumtered was strong, IZlements from the
attacting force wera diverted N to attaok OBERDREES (Fa227).
The 2nd Platoom supported this attacik against stronz snemy 1res-
istance. 3Ineay mortar and artillery firs was extremely heavy,
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The 2nd Platoon advanced on tkre osg'praximity to the
g ortad Iolacteye At LOOOA with the attack well under way
tae 3ri lastroger »f ths 2ad Plat. n vecame immobilized due to
& faulty generator. %he destroyer comnander and his crew while
u§;3r constaul artillery and aortar fire continusd firing into
ez Lown aatil tie 2aeuwy was driven bdack. The Infantry took
the town at 1200A. A total of 41 rounds HE were fired. An
anknowm number of enemny were killed and ap unknows number of
eneay homes danaged. The 2nd Platooa continued the support
during the attaok on RHEINBACH, Firing as they advanced the
2nd Platoom emtered REEINBACH 14Q0A. The supported Imf took
. the town at 13204. The platoon then moved to the B end of town
and formed a road block cownanding the road interssction at
(F351254). A toftal of 74 rounds of IS were expended. The 1lst
2latouon moved from TJSKIRCAEN to ODENDORF (F398280). The com-
pany CP moved from TUSKIRTAZN leaving the town at 17004 and
arciving at J33RDRSTS 0318004 .larch 1945, '

There was no changye in B Company's disgosition er attachment,

C Company remained in KLEINBULLESHEIM (F358309) until 06-
0730A March 1945. At that time the company commander was given
the order to dis:lsce his company to LIZDENDORF (F406299). Since
CCB was advancing agalmst the enemy with omly slight resistaace,
Company C attached to CCB was kept ia close proximity to the
combat elements of the Combat Command but mot committed to
action, The Company Commander of the Company decided to keep
his CP at KLEINBULLESHEIM and moved his company as directed
to LUDENDORF. The company less CP departed from KLEINBULLES-
HEIM at 060815A March 1945.and arrived at LUDENDORF at 1200A.
The platooms immediately moved imto firimg positioms, CCBs
elements kept om advancimng agaimnst light resistamce amd at
2400A the compamy commamder was summoned to the Combat Cemmand
CP.

Routine staff activities were performed durimg the period
070001 to O72400A March 1945, The Ba motor officer visited
the comparies, The outstandiag event of the day was the receipt
of the mews that the LUDENDORF BRIDGE over the RHINE RIVER was
captured imntact. This information was brought to the Ba CP by
the Ba CO when he visited the Bm CP at 18204, It was further
disc%osed that the 9th Armd Div was to move to MECKENHEIM (F49-
5255).

CCA .eontinued the attack to the SE after takimg BOLINGEN
(F5319) 3 'the attack contimued to the high ground N of BAD-
NEUENAER (F5716). The att:ck oun EAD NEUENAHR got umder way
at 071200A March 1345, The towa was heavily defemded with-

Inf, SP guns and taaks, The 3rd Platoom while supporting ele-
ments of the 3rd Ba, 310th Iaf im the attack on BAD NEUENAHR .
was under constamt artillery amd small arms amd mortar fire,

At approximately 1600A the first gum of the 3rd Platoom rece-
ived a mortar hit on the rear of the turret, The platoom ser-
geant and one guaner were killed amd two other crew members
injured, The remainimg TDs of the 3rd Platoom comtimued the ‘-
attack, The towm was takem at 1630A, 42 rounds of HE were ., ~
fired, Three prisoners were takea and am estimated 25 ememy
were killed, The disabled destroyer was evacuated to BOLINGEN
and turmed ia to Ordnance, The 1lst Platoom of A Company sup-
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ported elesents of the 60th Armd Imf Bm im the attack from
RHEINBACK to BAD NEUENAHR. The supported Iaf advamced against
light oppositiom consisting mostly of small arms amd SP grtil-
lery fire, A column of enemy was sighted E of BOLINGEN amd im-
mediately attacked, Im this sngagement ome 50mm AT gun was
destroyed by the 1lst Platoon, The platoom them advamced iam the
direction of BAD NEULNAHR. Duriag thia advamce a 20mm emeay AA
installation comsisting of § AA gums was fired om amd overrum
mear LANTER SHAFEN .(FP555175). Ome mam was imjured by small
aras fire at Bolimgem, Presumed to be smiper fire, The 2ad
Platoon was moved from RHEINBACH to HEIMERSHEIM. The road
march was umnevemrtful amnd theplatoom closed at HEIMERSHEIM. A
Companmy's CP moved from OBERDREES (F421274) to BOLINGEN (F537-
189). The compamny CPopemed at BOLINGEN at O71320A March 1945,

At 070715A March 1945 the commandimg officer Compamy B re-
ceived verbal orders to move his compamy from BESSENICH to LUD-
ENDORF (F406299), Compamny B departed from BESSENICH amd after
an umeventful road march reached LUDENDORF at 1020A, B Compamy
constituted the AT reserve of CCR. Durimg the road march the
lst Rca Plat attached to Compamy B preceeded the gumcompany ia
its road march amnd secured the towa upomnarrival at its destina-
tion., B Compary remaimed at LUDENDORF umtil 11 March 1945,

The stay at LUDENDORF was umevemtful with the exceptiom of the
capture of ome prisomer by a Rca Plat guard duriang the aight

of 11 March 1945, The prisomer was dressed im civiliam c¢lothes
with his army umiform umdermeath, Upom questiomimg the prisomer
revealed that he deserted his umit to retura to his home which
was .mearby. The following moraimg 12 March 1945 the prisomer
was turmed over to the MP detachmeat for comduct to the PWE,

Upon reportimg to the Combat Command CP the Compamny Command-

er Company C was imformed that he would move hiscompany to
STADT MECKENHEIM (F495225). The followimg attachmemts were
made: 1lst Plat attached to 52ad Armd Iaf Ba; 2ad amd 3rd Plat-
oons attached to lst Ba, 310th Iaf, - The 2nd amd 3rd Platoonms
and the 1lst Ba 310th Inf constituted the reserve of CCB, The
company commander returmed to his compamy and moved out towards
STADT MECXENHEIM. The attached 2md Rca Plat was givem the mission
of securimg the road, While the route takemled through terri-
tory comtrolled by the ememy 2o resistamce or oppesition was
met and the three platooms arrived at STADT MECKENHEIM at O7-
0530A March 1945, The 2md amnd 3rd Platooms took up positioms in
the NW sector of towa while the 1lst Plat corntimued the march
to ADENDORFP (F525242) im support of the 52md Armd Iaf Ba, The
52ad Armd Ianf Ba comtimued its advamce towards SINZIG (FP655185)
with the 1lst Plat, Company C, im support, While advanciag te-
wards the objective alomg the BAD NEUEBNAHR - BADENDORPF road,

the colummn was takem umder smemy mortar fire im the vicinity

of HEPPINGEN (F595170). The advamce was held up. Upom request
by the sup orted Iaf a suspected OP, a church steeple at (F595-
170) was takem umder fire, The first rouad hit the tower., Two
additiomal rounds were fired before the stecple toppled., With
the destruction of the steeple the mortar fire ceased amd the bi?b
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advance cortimued, The platocm leader of the 1s at led hias
platooa im a quarter tom, Upom roundimg a bemd im the road ia
the vicinity of (F608167) the platoom leadser ram imto a small
exneny half-track, The target was immediately takem umder fire
with a ¥30 cal machihke gum at a ramge of about 100 yards.
Three =memy soldiers leaped out of the half-track. The platooa
leader tossed a gremade imto the vehicle as he passed by. Two
of the three ememy ram imto the path of the lst destroyer aad
were killed by the tracks, The 1lst Plat also destroyed 3 em-
eny machime gum mests im subsequent actioms, The objective was
reached and takem by 1600A., The 1lst Plat expemdied 7 roumds of
APC amd 17 rounds HE,

At O730A the compamy commamder semt the security sergeant
back to KLEINBULLESHEIM to brimg the compamny CP forward to
STADT MECKENHEIM. The CP Group left KLEINBULLESHEIM at O0930A
and arrived at its destimatiom 071500A March 1945, At 19304
the compamny commamder was ordered to advamce his companmy to
SINZIG. The 2ad amd 3rd Platooms departed from STADT MECKEN-
HEIM towards SINZIG. While om the road the company commander
received a radio message to report to the CP of the 14th Tank
Ba, Upom reportimg the company commander was imformed that he
was attached to the 14th Tamk Bam and that he would preceed to
REMAGEN (F644200), This information was convayed to the two
platooms which proceeded to REMAGEN. The lat Plat reverted
to company control amd the platooa leader reported to the CO
at 2400A, The 2md anmd 3rd Platooms arrived at REMAGEN at
- 2300 and securwd billets for the aight,

At 081048A March 1945 the 2and Plat Leader Compamny B report-
ed to the Ba CP statimg im effect that B Company was relieved
from assipgament to CCR amd had reverted to Ba coatrol, A mes-
sage from the CO was received to gove the Ba CP amnd Hq Co to
ELSDORF (F484220) or ALTENDORF (F490218)., Upor receivimng this
information the Bm S-3 ordered liaisom established with B Com-
pany. A quarterimg party comsistimg of the Adjutamt, amd Hq
Co CO and several eanlisted meam were dispatched to the above
aentiomed towms for billets. The Ba Executive Officer left
the Ba CP at 0815A to make a tour of the compamiss. While inm
the wicimity of STADT MECKENHEIM the Bm Executive reported to
the CO, Upom his retura the Ba Executive informed the Ba S-3
that it was impossible to move the CP amd rear schelom because
of the traffic comditioms., The Ba S-2 was told to report to
the Bm CO and give the latest dispositiom of the compamies amrd
then report to Livisiom G-4 for road clearamce, The imstruoc-
tions were carried out by the S-2 amd upon returmimg to the
Br CP the S-2 reported that road clearance could mot be secur-
ed for the preseat, Plaans were made to semnd the Ba S-4 to check
with the G-4 for road clearamce om the followimg day.

After the capture of the LUDENDORF BRIDGE the 310th (-)
changed the direction of the attack to the South wideming the
bridgehead, The 1lst Plat, Company A, remaimed im SINZIG r
(F655164) foraimg a road block om the road rumnimg parallel . i}
to the RHINE RIVER. The 2nd Plat outposted HEIMERSHEIM. The ¥
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3rd Platoom remaimed im BAD NZUENAHR (F580166) as am AT defease
against any ememy armored couater-attack from the South, The
company CP departed from BOLINGEN (F538188) 1400A amd arrived
at BAD NEUENAHR 1510A.

B Com.amny remaimed at LUDENDORF (F405300) durimg the period
0800014 March 1945 to 082400A March 1945. No chamge im dispos-
itiomn or attachments,

At 080025A March 1945 a rummer for the l14th Tamk Ba summomed

C Compary Commander to the CP of the 14th Tamk Ba, Imstructioas
were received that C Compamy would cross the LUDENDORF BRIDGE

as soom as possible, Upon his returm the Company CO comveyed
the imformatiom to the Platooam Leader of the 3rd Platoom amd
the acting platoon leader of the 2ad Plat. Both Platooms were
to be attached to the l4th Tamk Bm upom reachimg the far shore.
At 0230A the 2ad Plat reached the bridge amd siace it was ex-
tremely dark an engimeer guide led the destroyers omto the
bridge. The bridge itself was umder intermitteat artillery,
enemy AA amd automatic small arms fire, Simce the plamking

om the bridge was barely wide emough to comntaim the destroyers,

the progress across the bridge was extremely slow, Whea about
3/4 of the way across the leadimg destroyer of the 2md Platoom
broke through plankimg laid over a previously made shell hole,
This breakthrough immobilized the destroyer amd halted all traf-
fic om the bridge. The actimg platoom leader directed the ex-
trication of the immobilized destroyer which was fimally pull-
ed on to sold footimg at 0530A., The actimg platoom leader them
directed several of his platoom's mem im aidiag the Bagimeers
to plamk over the hole., The 2md Plat resumed its march across
the bridge umd upom crossimg at 0600A the acting platoom leader
reported to the CO, Company A, 14th Tamk Ba, for imstructioas
in regards to employmemt, A road block was set up om the ERPEL
LINZ road 500 yards E of ERPEL., This road block was maimtaimed
until about OBl630A whem the actimg platoom leader received
imstructioms to take his platoom to ERPEL (F 645205) amd report
to the company CP, While occupyimg the road block positiom the
destroyer fired om enmemy aircraft attackimg the bridge. Some
srall arms fire was received from the high grousmd to the N and
E but mo casualties were sustaimed. Upom reportimg to the Com—
pany CP the actimg platoom leader was imformed that he would
sup-ort the attack of the 27th Armd Iaf Ba ir the directiom of
UNKEL (F634224), At 082300A March 1945 the 2ad Plat left ERPEL
in the directiom of UNKEL, After crossieg the 3rd Platoom took
up roadblock positioms om the NW edge of BRPEL commamdimg the
ERPEL-UNKEL highway., At OB00A a river boat came arourd the
bend im the river travelimg upstream. The platoom leader of

the 3rd Plat identified a mam im a Germam umiform om the boat .
ard ordered the first gum of the platoom to opem fire. Due to
trees im the lime of fire the first gum could mot fire, amd so
the secord gum of the 3rd Plat tock the boat umder fire. The
€un hit the boat with the first roumd but simce APC was fired
the shell exploded im the water after passimg through the boat's
superstructure, Nevertheless, a white flag was rum up by the :
boat. The second roumd used was HE and with a lower sight pice-
ture a hit below the water lime was secured. The third shot
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hit home and "the Germdms raised everythimg they had that was
white". Omne Naval Officer amd ome soldier:came ashore amd were
taker prisgomers. The boat settled amd am emgimeer boat went out
to get the remaimimg prisomers. 8ix prisguere were brought ashore,:
The Platoom remaimed im the road block positiom until about 18004
when the plato.m leader was directed to report to the Compamy CP,.
The Zrd Plat was givem the missiom of direct support of the 31llth
Inf im the attack to the North im emlargimg the bridgehead, The
platoomr leader recomroitered for gum positioms at the imtersec-
tiom of the UNKEL-RHEINBREITBACH roads (F639217). At 2330A the
platoor leader received word that the 31lth Inf attack was beinmg
held up by ememy machime gum fire. Takinmg two destroyers the
platoon leader left for thelocatiom of the ememy machime guns,

After completimg its actiom at SINZIG thelst Platoom reported
to REMAGEN where it crossed the bridge at 0813004 March‘194g. N
The 1lst Plat was uamder compamy control amd was assigmed the mis- ¢
siom of setting up a road block om the ORSBERG-ERPEL road. The i
lst Plat remaimed therefor the remaimder of the day. Enemy plames ;|
attackimg the bridge were takem umder fire, The Compamny CP moved {ﬁ
from STADT MECKENHEIM to REMAGEN. The CP departed from STADT
MECKENHEIM at 1230A and arrived at REMAGEN at 174S5A., Am artillery;
and an air attack was received by the CP Group et 1800A amd be-
fore havim, time to disperse its vehicles amd am M-20 receiwved
a hit amd begam to burm, The emmunition im the buraimg Wwebicle
began exploding from the bheatof the fire, Am M-20 parked close
to the ome om fire begam to burr. The secornd M-20 had attached
to it am M-10 trailer full of 76mm ammumitiom, A driver from
Company Hq section got into the second M-20 and drove it to the
far edge of the field where he extinguished the fire, Intermit-
tent skelling was received during the remainder of the day.

The following changes in A Company's order of battle were
made 9 March 1945: lst Plat relieved from attachment to 60th
Armd Inf Bn, reverted to company control; 2nd Plat, relieved
from attachment to 2nd Bn, 310th Inf, and reverted to company
control; 3rd Plat relieved from attachment to the 3rd Bnm, 310th
Inf, and reverted to coupany control; Company CP relieved from
attachment to l4th Tank Bn and reverted to CCA control. There
was no change in locatiorn in any of the platoon positioms or im
the location of the company CP.

B Company having reverted to battalion control as of 082400A
March 1945 remained in g lace. However, upon being alerted for
povement to ERSDORF (F484220) a billeting detail was sent forward
to secure billets. Time was spent on wotor maintenance and the
maintenance of arms and equipment

- While supporting the attack of the 27th Armd Inf Bn along
the ERPEL-UNKEL road, the S-2, 27th Armd Inf Bn, sent for the
platoon sergeant, then acting platoon leader, requesting him to
temporarily support a company of Inf from the 311th Regt which
ran into machine guns in the town of UNKEL (F636229), The actg
platocn leader reported to the CP where he.received instructions
to proceed down the road until he met a guide. This was done ..
and the guide led the platoon sergeant to the strgot vherg the L. ¥
machine guns were emplaced. Two guns were moved into position
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The night was extremely dark as there was no mooa and the sky
was overcast. Upon pulling into position the destroyers began
receiving automatic small arms fire. The enemy small arms tracer
fire was coming up 80 it wase presumed that the machine guns were
in the cellars of the houses. The platocn sergeant could not get
permission to fire HE into the suspected machine gun emplacements
as it was suspected that there were several injured friendly
troops on the street, Both guns beganfiring APC into the houses
suspected of containing the machine gun positions. Later on
several Inf men crept down the street and set off phosphorus
grenades, The phospborus grenades revealed that the street was
clear of friendly troocps. The platoon sergeant was then granted
permission to use HE, However both guns jammed and the .50 cal
machine guns were brought into use. The .50 cal machine guns
were fired until all ammunition was exhausted. Three of the sus-
pected five machine gun nests were neutralized, Just about the
time the .50 cal machine gun emmunition gave out the 3rd Plat
destroyer came up and continued the fight, At about O320A the
plato:n sergeant, 2nd Plat, reported back to the CP of the 31llth
Inf and reported the situatican. Upon completion of this mission
the 2nd Plat moved into UNKEL and occupied billets. A total of
24 rounds of APC were expended., Urnknown number of enemy were
killed, The 2nd Plat remcined in UNKEL until O820A when the
acting platocn leader received instructions to move back to UNKEL,
The platoon spent the remainder of the day at UNKEL,

After being given the mission of supporting the attack of the
3rd Bn, 311lth Inf, to the N the platocn leader reported to tke
Regimental CP where he was given an additional mission of setting
up & road blockl The position was occupied at 082030, The town
of UNKEL was under attack and the supported Inf could not make
any advances against enemy machine guns located in buildings, At
09C010 the platoon leader was requested to reduce strong points
ir the town of UNKEL. Taking his platoon the plato:n leader led
the destroyera to firing positions. Upon his arrival at the
scene the 3rd Plat leader learned that the 2nd Plat just finished
firing a mission in the same location but was forced to withdraw
due to mechanicsl trouble with the guns. The 3rd Plat took up
the fight firing both HE and APC into the buildings housing the
enemy machine guns, The ready rack of the destroyer was fired at
a range of 15 feet., The flash of the gun completely blinded the
entire crew, As one destroyer pulled back to cover the second
destroyer moved into a firing position, The first destroyer then
reloaded its ready rack. The 3rd destroyer sprayed the buildings
with .60 cal machine gun fire, All three destroyers were under
srall arms fire. Even with this close direct HV fire the enenmy
would not abandon hig position, The destroyers withdrew from the
fight during the remaining hours of darkness and resumed the actioa
at daylight, Additional rounds of HE were fired., Bighty enemy
prisoners were forced out of one street and a total of 200 out of
the town, No casualties were suffered in the platoon in thig en-
gagement, A total of 108 roundas of emmunition were expended,
Three machine gun emplacements destroyed, & number of houses des~

troyed or set on fire, At the completion of this miassion and ;*1
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after the Inf cleared the town the 3rd Plat advanced to RHEIN-
BREITBACH (F643244). The platoon closed at REEINBREITBACH at
1030A hours., Thelst Plat remained in ite original position,
Enemy air activity cver the bridge was intense., The 1lst Plat
expended 800C rounds cf .50 cal machine gun ammurition firing
on the attacking planes. The Company CP moved from REMAGEN and
crossed the RHINE RIVER to ERPEL at 1330A. While crossing the
bricdge enemy aircraft attacked with bombs., AA guns were manned
and fired. No bomb hits were made on the bridge.

The outstanding event of the 1Cth of Narch 1945 was the rec-
eipt of reenforcements, The battalion received as its first re-
enforcements 1 officer, 1 Staff Sgt, 1 Cpl, and 17 Pwvts. The
persornel were brought to the Bn CP by tbe Personnel Cfficer at
101743A March 1945. The officer replacement was & former member
of this organization. The Bn S-3 after an absence of one day
returned to the Bn CP, 8Since the S-3 went across the RHINE R
he had some difficulty in returning. Road clearance to move the
Bn CP, Hq Co and B Company could not be had this day. The com-
pany commander of B Company arrived at the Bn CP to coordinate
nmovement of his company once road clearance was received. CO
Company B returned to his company at 1400A,

A Company's disposition at 100001 March 1945 was &8 follows:
1st Plat at SINZIG (F655164); 2nd Plat at HEIMERSHEIM (F603163);
3rd Plat and Company Hq at BAD NEUENAHR (F577166). The mission
of the company during this period was to provice AT defense on
the S flank of the Corps boundary againat any enemy armored
.counter-attack from the South, With the advancement of the ¥V
Corps front to the W bank of the RHINE R, the threat of an enemy
counter-attack was nullified., The 2nd Plat of A Company at 0930
moved from HEIMERSHEIM to BAD NNUENAHR, There was no other act-
ivity durirg the remainder of the day.

No change in B Company's attachment or disposition occurred
during the period 1000014 to 1024COA March 19465,

There were no unusual activities in C Company.during the
period 100001A to 1024C0OA March 1945. The location of the com-
pany elements were as follows: 1lst, 2nd Platoons and Company CP
at ERPEL (F646205); 3rd Plat at RHEINBREITBACH (F643244). The
3rd Plat remained in that position for three days. There was
a consicerable amount of air activity over the bridge but no
bombs fell in the vicinity of any company installations,. Enemy
plares were taken under .50 cal machine gun fire,

The new officer replacement visited the Bn CQO at BAD NEUENAER
and upon his return to the Bn CP informed the Executive Officer
that be was assigned to C Compsny. Road clearance was finally
received to move Hq and the Bn CP, Hq and B Compzny to BAD NEU-
ENAHRe. B Company CO reported to the Bn CP and was given the
time of ceparture for his organization and the route, The Bn CP
closed at EUSKERCHEN 1017454 March 1945 and opened at BAD NEUEN-
AHR1910A hours of the same day. Hq Co and the Rcmn Hq Co section
preceeded the CP in the movement. Upon arrival at BAD NEUENAHR
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the Bn CO met the Bn Executive and S=3 and informed them that the
Division CP was located in the same town. The Bn CO then checked
the compsany billets and returned to the Division CP,

Upon reporting to the CP of CCA the CO A Company wus relieved
of attachment to CCA and attached .to CCB, At 1114454 March 1645
A Company was alerted to move across the RHENE R. No destination
was given at that time except that the company CO was to report
to CO 899th TD Bn for disposition. Since two platoons, 2nd and
3rd were at BAD NEUENAFR it was necessary to move the lst irmo a
position where it coulc join the remainder of the companv, The
3rd Rcn Plat was at that time with the lst Plat at SINZIG, An
order was dispatched to the lst Plat to join the company at HEP-
PINGEN (F595170) for the march to REMAGEN. The Company Hq, 2nd
and 3rd Platoons left BAD NEUENAHR at 1700A. The lst Plat and
the 3rd Ren Platoons joined the company at the decsignated spot
as scheduled, While on the march to REMAGEN, the coupany column
was strafed by enemy planes., The ,50 cal MGs fired on the plane
with no immediate results. There were no casualties in the com-
pany from the strafing attack, Due to the congested traffic con-
ditions the rate of march was slow with constant sto.s, The lead-
ing elements of A Company crossed the LUDENDORF ,BRIDGE at 112400
March 1945,

B Company remained in position at LUDENDORF (F405299) for
four days operationally inactive., At 111154A March 1945 B Company
CO receivecd the order to move to BAD NEUENAHR and &ssemble there
with Bn Hq and Hq Co., The company departed from LUDENDORF 1816A
and after & difficult road march reached its destiration 120130
March 1945. The road marchk was made difficult by the travel
over secondary and tertiary country roads during the hours of
darkness,

The Company CP an. the 1lst Plat C Company remained in ERPEL
during the period 110001A to 112400A March 1945, Enemy air act-
ivity was in eviderce most of the day and was taken under fire
by the company CP installation and the .50 cal MGs of the lst
Plat, Tke 52nd Arad Inf Br was given a missicn to relieve ele-
ments of the 295th Inf at DALTENBERG (F676174)., The 2nd Plat
left ERPEL in support of the $2nd Armd Inf Bn at 1820A and arr-
ived at DALTENBERG at 2130A. Upon reaching the destination
guns were moved into firing pogitions with field of fire to the
N and NE. The town was shelled by the enemy throughout. the night
but no casualties or damage to equipment was sustained. The 1lst
Plat C Company moved to BRUCKHAUSEN (F659226).

Routine staff functions carried on at the Bn CP during the
period 120001 to 122300A March 1945. The ATO Officer III Corps
and a representative from the 8th TD Group visited the Bn CP as
well., Visits to the company CPs were made by the S—4, motor
and medical officers, The CO of Rcn Co was evacuated to the 9th -
Armd Div clearing station on account of illness,

Upon crossing the RHINE R at 120130A March 1945 the ecompany
commander A Company assembled his company in ERPEL and reported

o
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to the CO 899th TD Bn for instructions., Tie coupany thepmoved
to HOSBACH (F664203) where the coupany CP was set up. The 1lst
and 2nd Platoons uoved to OHLENBKRG (F678212) deepening the
defenses of the 899th TD Bn. The 3rd Plat moved to QOCKENFELS
(F672189)., These positiouns were maintained throughout the day,
There was no enemy ground activity although enemy air activity
was quite extensive,

B Company closed at BAD NEUENAHR at 120130A March 1345 com-
pleting its road march from LUDENDORF. The vehicles were dis-
persed in open fields and the men moved into their billets,

At daybreak all vehicles were draped with shrimp nets. The re-
nainder of the day was spent performing maintenance on wvehicles
ani aras,

The lst Plat of C Company remained in firing position at
BRUCKHAUSEN taroughout the day. The position occupied covered
the RJ at the NE end of town against any armored attacks. The
platoon sergeant then acting platoon leader reported at 120800A
March 1945 to the CP of 27th Armd Inf Bn for further instruc-
tions. Orders were given for the platoons return to UNKEL under
the platoon sergeant's control and await the arrival of the 27th
Arad Inf Bn, At 1400A the 2nd Plat was relieved from assign-
ment to the 27thArmd Inf Brn and reverted to company control,

The platoon sergeant upon arriving at the Co CP was told to
move his platoon to BRUCKHAUSEN (F659226) and take up firing
oositions on the NE sector of town, The Company CO accompanied
the platoon sergeant to his positions. Upon the arrival of
the platoon at BRUCKHAUSEN the platoon command was assumed by
the officer replacement., The 3rd Plat of Company C remained
in the road block position in the vicnity of RHEINBREITBACH.

The CO, 8th TD Group, was given commnand of TD battalions
under Corps control, In anticipation of attachment to the III
Corps and in turn reassignment to the 8th TD Group, the Bn CO
visited the Group CP for a conference on employment of this
organization, The Bn less A and C Companies wus alerted for
movenent across the RHINE R, Arrangements for road clearance
to move the battalion was to be made by the III Corps. In an-
ticipation of the move a billetingparty was organized to move
scross the RYINE on the morning of 14 March 1945, It was an~-
ticipated that A and B Companies would revert to battalion con-
trol when the Bn CP crossed the river., The Bn CO visited the
Bn CP and informed the S-3 to anticipate making plans for the
employment of the battalion, Routine visits to companies were
made by the Bn 5-2, S~4 and ldotor Officer,

Due to the crowded conditions at KASBACH the Company CP
of Co A moved to OCKENFELS 13 March 1945, An enemy counter-
attack was expected fromthe East. The 2nd Plat was moved to
LINZ and occupied positions covering the RJ at F691199) since
only three zins were available for the 2nd Plat a ‘section of
the 3rd Plat was moved to LINZ (F670186), One section of the
2rd Plat remained at OCKENFELS (F673200). The 1lst Plat main-

tained positions at OHLENBERG (FP678212), There was no enemy E;O
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ground activi., in the vicinity of the po-ition ocecupiad by A
Company's platoons. The air activity was quite intense, Enemy
slanes were enguged by .50 cal MGs but no direct results can be
attributed to the fire,

B Company remained at BAD NEUENAHR during the period 130001A
to 132400A March 1945. Routine company function carried on,

The attached 2nd Ren Plat was .ivided into two sections;
lst section attached to 3rd TD Plat, 2nd section attached to the
lst Plat. The 311th Inf maintained its attack towards the Bast.
The 2nd Rcn section was given the mission of maintaining contact
betwecen the advancing Inf and the 3rd TD Plat. Moving towards
the Tast the Rcn element was fired upon by enemy Ianf at F691242,
The fire was returned., One enemy was observed to be hit, This
action was reported to the supported Inf. A patrol was sent out
to clean up this pocket of resistance but the enemy withdrew,
An OP was established by the Rcn element at F646233 but no enemy
activity was reported. There was no enemy aoctivity of the lst
Platoons's gun positions at BRUCKHAUSEN. The 2nd Plat, C Company
maintained its position in the NE sector of BRUCKHAUSEN. There
was no enemy active during the 13th of March 1945,

At about 1000A the 3rd Plat was attached to the 31lth Inf to
support its advance to the North. The attached Rcn element re-
connoitered a route up to the forest line around HONNEF (F6427).
The 3rd Plat left its road block position of RHEINBREITBACH and
assembled on the Fbart of HONNEF awaiting the advance, The ad-
- vance however 4id not materialize., At 1900A the platoon was
relieved from its attachment to. the 311lth Tnf and returned to
its original position, This position was maintained until the
following day. :

in anticipating the muvement across the RHINE R the Bn CP
sent the S-1 and a billeting party to reconnoiter for billets
in the vicinityof UNKEL (F633225)., The billeting party left
BAD N-UBNAHR 1409274 March 1945. A verbal order was received
at 1010A that the 656 TD Bn would be attached temporarily to the
8th TD Group for operational control, A confirmatory written
order was to be published later. All companies would revert
to Bn control and the Bn would be given missions in the Corps
szctor. The Bn CO confirmed this order atl200A. The Bn CO, S-3
and the Liaison Cfficer No 1 left for the 8th TD Group to confer
with the Group commander, At 1419 in response to a telephone
call the Bu 5-2 reported to G-4 III Corps and received road
clearance to move the Bn CP, Hq and B Companies and the Rcn de-
tachment. No destination was given. The column was to have
noved across the bridge over the S pontoon bridge. A represent-
ative from the 8th TD Group was to have met the head of the Bn
column upon crossing the river, The Bun CP closed at 14194 at
BAD WBEUEN..HXR. Order of march for the move: lst Rcm Plat, B Com-
pany, Bn CP and Hq Co., Tne Bn crossed the RHINE R on both bridges.
B Coupany crossed on the North bridge while the remainder of the
battalion crossed on the South bridge. The Bn then proceeded to
UnrEEL where it assemoled and awaited the arrival of the Group ””l

i
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representative, At 1930 the Bn CO arrived and directed the Bn
to move and occupy billets in RHEINBREITBACH (Fré33256), The Bn
CP opened at 142000A March 1945, Hq Co occupied billets in the
vicinity of the Bn CP, B Company moved North and went into posi-
tion in the vicinity (F632260), A and B Companies reverted to
Bn control as of 141100A March 1945, A Company was put in sup-
port of Company B, 899 TD Bn, deepening the AT defenses in the
9th Inf Div sector., C Company was to remain in place and deep-
en the AT defense in the 78th Div sector. B Company was alert-
ed to move at a moments notice to rclieve Company C., The 656

TD Bn constituted 1/2 of the AT reserve in the III Corps sector,
Orders for employment of the 656 TD Bn from 8th TD Group were
that the Bn was to support the action of the 78th Inf with one
company and support the action of the 89th Inf Div with one com-
pany. One company was to be kept in reserve ready to move to
any part of the Corps sector upon the Group Commanders order,

An enemy counter-attack formed in the 9th Inf Div sector on
the morning of 14 March 1945. In order to block the aveaue of
approach towards the bridge against an armored break-through
the 1lst Plat Company A upon the request of the CO, 899 TD Bn,
was moved from OHLENBERG (F6721) to support the 2nd Plat at
LINZ (F6819)., The counter-attack was repulsed and the Inf ad-
vanced to the East. At 1200A the company commander received
the order that A Company was under battalion control attached
to the 8939 TD Bn, The lst Plat was alerted to move to HARGAR-
TSN (F7120). A daylight reconnaissance of the route to the
position was made by the platoon leader. The Platoon moved out
at 2300A and under the cover oi darkness occupied position at
HARGARTEN at 142330A March 1945. The 2nd Plat remained at LINZ
(F672186)3 The 3rd Plat moved to positions in ST KATHARINEN,

B Company performed normal duties on the morning of 14
March 1945. At about 1245A one mun was killed and another in-
jured when a grenade accidentally discharged in the pocket of
the man who was killed. At 1420A the company was alerted to
move with the Bn elements across the RHINE R¥ The company
moved out at 1530A and closed at an assembly area in the vicin-
ity of RIEINBREITBACH. B Company was alerted to move at a mom-
ents notice to rclieve C Company, however, the company remained
in its position until the following day,

C Company reverted to company control at 1100A 14 March 1945,
C Company was given the mission of supporting the attack of the
78th Inf Dive The lst and 2nd Platoons were put in direct sup-
port of the 309th Inf Regt while the 3rd Plat remained in sup-
port of the 31lth Inf Regt. A warning order to move was sent
to the 2nd and 1lst Platoons, The objective of the 309th Inf
Regt was the high ground in the vicinity of HIMBURG (F695281),
The order to move to HIMBURG was received at 1800A. Upon re-
ceiving that order the 1st and 2nd platoon leaders and the Ren
Plat attached went forward to reconnoiter routes of approach
to this area. NO sultable roads were found on which to move
the platoons.that night. Roads were blocked with vehicles 59\
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that had bogged down, A trail was found but at that time it

was being usec by the Medical detachment of the 309th Inf for
evacuation jurposes. Another trail was found., Upon completion
tke reconnaissance platoon leader returned to their rlatoons
and moved cut towards their destination, The trail used was
bardly wice enough to accomodate a destroyer and cince the
ground was soft, traction was difficult, The platoons moved
along the traill with the 2rd Plat leading. It was decided that
thisroute couldnot be used to reach EIMBURG. At 142300A March
194% the platoons were ordered to assemble at RIEINBREITRACH
until the road through EONNEF to EIMBURG became opened., The

2nd and Zrd Platcons recched RHEINBREITBACH 2345A.

The Bn CP displaced from F633256 to F641249 at 151130A
March 1945. Upon occupation of the new CP plans were drawn up
for the employment of the battalion. Based upon a conference
between the Bn CO and the CO 309th Inf the following plan was
put into effect: Elements of the 656 TD Bn would support the
advance of the 309th Inf until the platoons of B and C Company
could occupy positions on high ground covering the REICHAUTO-
BAHN highway. This plan was put into effect. C Company was
to support the attack of the 309th until the desired positioms
were cleared ¢f enemy troops., Company B would remain in rend-
ezvous in vicinity of F688288 until such time a< B Company's
position could be occupied, A Company would remain in support
of Company B 899 TD Bn until such time as A Company's position
could be occupied, The plan was put into effect. The CO 899
TD Bn upon request of the CO 78th Div requested one platoon to
sup ort the 2nd Bm, 310th Inf in its attack to the East. After
discussing this request with the Bn CO, 2nd Plat Company B was
ordered to render direct support to the 2nd Bm, 310th Inf,

The Bn S-3 left the CP at 14384 for B and C Compeanies to dis-
cuss the details of the plan, The Bn CO at 1810A left for 8th
TD Group tm confer with the CO, 8th TD Group onfuture employ-
ment of the battalion,

The 9th Inf Div continued the advance to the East., As the
advance positions occupied by Company B 899 TD Bn became vacant
platocns of A Compuny moved into the vacated positions.in order
to keep close to the supported TD elements, The 1lst Plat Company.
A remained in position at FARGARTEN (F710206) and the 2nd Plat
remained in position at LINZ (F677188) during the 15th of March
1945. The 3rd Plat moved from LINZ (F678189) to ST KATHARINEN
(F231212). There was no ememy activity in A Company's platoon

areas.

Upon arrival of the Bn S-3 at B Company's rendezvous area
the company commander and the Bn 8~3 discussed the plan as it
pertained to B Company. At the departure of the Bn 8~-3 B Com-
pany left its assembly left ite assemily area at 151515A March
1945 to move into position, The company moved out with the 1lst
Plat leading followed by the 3rd Plat with the 2nd bringing up
the tail of the column. The 1lst Rcn Plat secured the route. _3
The 1st Plat reached its assigned area at ROTTBITZE (F700225)
at 151920A March 1945. - Upon reaching its destination the plat-
oon tock up positions covering the roads leading into the town,
The 1st Platoon's leader established liaison with the CO, 3rd
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