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658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALICH
APO 40

BATTALION HISTORY

> JANUARY
e 1945
9 January 1945, luson, Philippine Islands: Battalion participated in invas-

ion of Lugon. Company "A" attached to 160th Regimental Combat Team, Company
"B" attached to 185th Regimental Combat Team. These two Compar.ies formed
First, Second and Third Assault Waves. Company "A" with 160th Regimental
Combat Team Landing on Green Beach and Company "B" with 185th Regimental
Conbat Team landing on Qrange Beach. Landsd at 0930 hours, advanced inland

to 4Uth Infantry Aviaslion line of defence. Casualties: None, Morale: Excell=-

ant,
10 Jmuary 1945, Luzon, rhilippine Islands: Battalion engaged in transporting

troops and suppiies across Culamay and Agno Rivers. No resistance encountered,
11 January 1945, luson, Philippine Islands: Battalion continued to carry
troops and supplies up to Infantry and Artillery on the front lines, LVTs
also being used frua ship to s «re unloading supplies and smmunition. Casual-
tiere None., Morule: suxeallent,

Japuary 1yi5, !ulr.::&_ !‘;nﬂsj.ppino Islands: Battalion LVTs back in motor park
for muintenancs, Fart of V‘I\b‘j.ng used to unload ships laying off beach,
Buttalion lost four (4) LYT: irc heavy surf at 2330 hours. Casualties: None,
Morale: Fxcellent. \

_l_l,_v«Luma___rL}g&‘_, Luazon, f‘hi_l}gpb Y Islands:s Battalion LVTs being used to

hadl M"’“" and ammuniti . to Jr  lines and dumps. One non-battle casual-
ty, Btaff C“urgeant INUIS MIZILLS . 15 ‘n’_‘%, Headjuarters & Service Company,
crushed his right«foot vhile Wol‘kd/ \‘ru?tthnphibim Tractor. liorale of troops:
Excellent. SN



17 January 1255,2:«, Philippine Islands: Bat on moved to Port Sual for
operations with Base Mike. Lieutenant Colonel IANG, Base Mike represenative.
Weather: Hot. Morale: Excellent,

18 January 1945, Port Sual, Philippine Islands: Battalion relieved from at-
tachment to the 4Oth Infantry Division and reverted to attachment to the XIV
Corps and was further attached for operations to Army Service Command per
paragraph 12, Assignment Order number 2, Headquarters XIV Corps, dated 18
January 1945. Morales Excellent.

19 January 1945, Port Sual, Philippine Islands: Battalion ceased hauling of
supplies. Companies to participate in Rehabilitation and Maintenance of Ve-
hicles. Morale: Excellent.

22 January 1945, Port Sual, Philippine Islands: Battalion engaged in unload-
ing Liberty Ships in Port Sual Harbor. Weather: Fair. Morale: Excellent.

21 January 1945, Port Sual, -hilippine Islands: Battaliou engaged in unload-
ing supplies in Port Sual Harbor, Strength: Twenty (20) Officers, two (2)
Warrant Officers, four hundred and fifty nine (459) Enlisted Men. Decreases

Twenty one (21) Enlisted Men, Weather: Fair. liorale: Excellent,
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FEBRUARY
1945

1 February 1945, Port Sual, Philippine Islands: Battalion engaged in unload-
ing supplies from ships in Port Sual Harbor.

7 _February 1945, San Fabian, Luson, Philippine Islands: Battalion moved to
San Fabian to work with Base llike unloading supplies and ammunition from
ships anchored off White Beach Number 2, Morale: Excellent.

. 1l February 1945, San Fabian, Lugon, Philippine Islands: Company "A" moved
to Mindord, Philippine Islands, relieved from control 6th Army and XIV Corps
and duty with Aymy Service Command and the Battalion and passes to control
8th Army upon arrival at destination. Authority: TWX, Commanding General. 6th
Army. Company "A" embarked on LSTs numbers 66, 171 and 397 at 1700 hours.
Anehored in Lingayen Gulf, Luszon, FPhilippine Islands. ﬁcather: Fair, Morale:
Excellent.,

12 February 1945, Aboard ISTs: Company "A" left Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philipp-

ine Islands at 1800 hours. Weather: Fair. Sea: Rough. Morale: Excellent.
. 14 February 1945, San Jose, Mindore, Philippine Islands: Company "A" arrived
at San Jose, Mindoro at 1630 hours., Disembarked from ISTs and set up bivouac
on White Beach, Weather: Fair, Morale: Excellent,

20 February 1945, San Fabian, Luzon, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Com-
pany "A" broke bivouag at 1400 hours and moved by LVTs to beach area.

21 Pebruary 1945, San Fabian, Luson, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Com-
pany "A" embarked at 1100 hours on 1STs numbers 932, 592, 578 and 630 and
anchored in Lingayen Gulf. Authority: Field Order Number 2, Headquarters Llst

Infantry Divielon, dated 3 March 1945. Weather: Fair. Morale: Excellent.




23 February 1k iq_tng, ayen Gulf, luzon, f’hilippinsslands: Battalion less
Company "A" departed lLingayen Gulf at 1500 houbs fcr new station. 7eather:

Fair. Morale: fxcellent.

23 February 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Company "A" embarked
on LSTs nuambers 806, 470, 910 and 933 at 2345 hours, anchored off Ahite Beach,
San Jose, Mindore, Philippine Islands.

25 February 1945, San Jose, kindoro, Philippine Islands: Company "A" disem—
barked at 0815 hours for practice landing sxercise, reembarked at 1000 hours.
Company anchored off San Jose, Middoro, Philippine Islands.

25 February 1943, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Com~
pany "A" arrived off San Jose, Mindoro at 1300 hours. Disembarked at 1500
hours and proceeded to the blvouac area. Assigned to control of 8th Army per
Secret TvX, Commending General, 6th Army, dated 1li February 1945. Attachea to
hlst Infantry Division.

26 February 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Company "A" left San

Jose, Nindoro at 180C hours. Sea: Rough. Morale: Excellent.

28 Bebruary 1945, Puerto Prircessa, Palawan, Philippine Islands: Company "i"
disembarked from LSTs at 0820 hours. Landed Assault Troops of l&6th Regimen-
tal Combat Team at “hite Beaches numbers 1, 2 and 3, Puerto irincessa, Palawan.
Landed Heserve Troops and supplies of Palawan Task Force, Second Platéon of
Company "A" landed Assault Troops of 2nd Battalion, 186th Regimental Combat
Team at Iwahig River Area at 1630 hours. Casualties: None, Weather: Fair.
Korale: Excellent,

28 Bebruary 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Battalion Strength:
Twenty (20) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and sixty one
(L,61) Enlisted Men. Increass: Two (2) knlisted Men.
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MARCH
945

2 Yarch 1945, Puerto Princessa, Falawan, Philippine Islends: Company "A' less
second platoon embarked on LST number 639 at 1230 hours. left cuerto Princessa
Harbor at 1900 hours. Second Flatoon consisting of one (1) Officer, fifty five
(55) Enlisted Men and seventeen (17) LVTs remained at Puerto Princessa.

4 March 1945, Company "B" departed from bivouac area and embarked on LSTs for
practice landing off Mindoro, Philippine Islands, Company "A" less second
platoon arrived at Mindorin Harbor, Mindoro, Philippine Islands,

6 March 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands,: Company "B" broke biv-
ouac and moved to besach to load on LSTs for further orerations. Company "A"
less second platoon left Mindorin Harbor at 1500 hours. Sea: Calm, Morale:
ixcollent.

7 March 1945, San Joss, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Major J:ROME B, O'CONNCR,
O=260254, relieved from assignment and duty this Battalion and transferred to
Lhth Tank Battalion per Spevial Order Number Lk, Headjuarters, 6th Army, APO
Li2, dated 21 February 1945, Departed Battalion at 0800 hours.

8 Margh 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Company "B" departed San
Jose, Mindoro at 0745 hours, Sea: Calm. lorale: Excellent.,

€ March 1945, San Fabian, luson, Philippine Islands: Company "A" less second
rlatoun arrived at San Fabian Harbor, Luzon at 1330 hours,

10 March 1945, Zamboanga, Vindanao, Philippine Islands: lst platoon, Company
"B" landed Assault Troops of l62nd Reglsiental Combat Team on right flank of
Red Beach #2 at 0915 hours, 2nd platoon Company "B" landed Assault Troo:;s of
163rd Regimental Combat Team on left flank of Yellow Beach #2.




3x;d platoon, ccl‘y “B% landed half on Red Boach‘ and half on Yellow

Beach #/2., Two LVTs to the right flank to be front line markers for Naval
gunfire from destroyers. Casuslties: Technician Fifth Grade DULLEY OLIVER
365916812, Headquarters & Service Company wounded in action, Gunshot wound

in head and leg. Evacuated to 12th Fortable Surgical Unit. Corporal ROBERT

D. SMITH, 36592044, Company "B", wounded in action. Shrapnel wounds in neck
and leg. Evacuated to 12th lortable Surgical Unit.

13 March 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philip;ine Islands: Battalion less Companies

"A" and "B" broke bivouas at 0600 hcurs and embarked on LSM Number LO, at 0930
hours. Anchored off San Jose, ¥indoro, Philippire Islands.

13 Mareh 1945, San Fabian, Luson, Fhilippine Islands: Company "A" less second
platoon left bivouac area at 0730 hours, embarked on ISTs numbers 924, 613,
667 and 469 at 0900 hours., Anchored off San Fabian, Luzon, Philippine Islands.
15 Mapch 1945, San Fabiab, Luson, rhilippine islanus: Locipany "A" less second
platoon left San Fabian Harbor at 0630 hours.

15 March 1945, Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first
platoon ordered to layte, Philippine Ialands for operations with Americal Div-
ieion, AFO 716. Authority: X, Commanding General, 8th Army, dated 15 March
1945,

15 Maroh 1945, Avoard LsM Number 4O: Battalion less Companies "A" and "B"

departed anchorage off San Jose, Mindoro at 0800 hours for perwansnt change
of station,
17 March 1945, Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Compan-

ies "A" and "B" anchored off Zamboanga, lindanoa and disembarked from LSk Num~
ber LO at 1100 hours, Battalion set up bivouac area along the beach,

18 Margh 1945, Tigbauan, Panay, Philippine Islands: Company "A" less second
platoon disembarked from LST 667 at 0850 hours. landed Assault Troops of 185th
Regimental Combat Team on Red Beach #1 and Red Beach #2 at Tigbauan, Panay,




26 March 1945, 'lgxaw, Cebu, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first
Platoon landed assault troops of 132nd Regimental Combat Team and 182nd
Regimental Combat Team of Ameriosl Division on Talisay, Cebu at 0830 hours,
Casunlties: Staff Sergeant #ARREN R. LEWIS, 20366671, Killed in action.

Corporal JOHN :URYN:TZ, 32919992, wounded in action,

Technician rifth Grede WILFRED A. MARTELL, 36591823, wounded in
action. Seventeen {17) LVTs damaged by land mines, lorale and conduct of troops:
Sxocellent,

&7 karch 1945, Talisay, Cebu, Philippine Ialands: Company "B" less first Plat-
oon landed Assault Troops of Company "B" l32nd Infantry on Cault, Philippine
Islands at 1400 hours. Casualties: none. Returned to Talisay, Cebu at 2200
hours. Morale and conduct of troops: Excellent.

27 liarch 1945, Zamboanga, Mindanoa, Philippine Islands: Battalion Headquarters,
Headquarters & Service Company broke bivouasc at 1200 hours and embarked onlLsT
number 938 at 1500 hours. Anchored off Zamboanga. Morale and conduct of troops:
Excellent.,

28 Uarch 1949, Zamboanga, Mindanaso, Fhilippine Islands: Battalion Headquarters
and Headquarters & Service Company left Zamboanga at 1800 hours for permanent
change of station per Secret TWX, Commanding General, 8th Army, dated 23 larch
1945, Weather: Warm, Sea: Calm: Morale: Excellent,

28 March 1945, Talisay, Cebu, Fhilippine Islands: Company "B" less first plat-
oon landed Assault Troops of reinforced Company "B" 132nd Infantry, Americal
DMvision on Maectan, Philippine Ialands at 1200 hours. Returned to bivouac area
at Talisay, Cebu at 2200 hours. Casualties: None, Morale: Excellent,

28 March 1945, Arevalo, Panay, Fhilippine Islands: Company "A" less second
platoon left bivouac area at 6760 hours, embarked on LST number 469 at 1230
hours. Left Tigbauan Harbor, Panay at 2200 hours. Sea: Calm, Morale: Kxcellent.
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29 March 1945, Macatul, Philippine Islands: Company "A" less second platoon
disembarked from LST Number 469 at 0905 hours., l-nded Assault Troops of 185th
Regimental Combat Tesm on Blue Beach, Palua FPandan, Negres, Philippine Islandas
at 0925 hours, Transported troops of the 185th Regimental Combat Team overland
to Bacalod Air Field, Company bivouaced at Macatul, Negros. Casualties: None.
30 March 1945, San Joss, Mindoro, Philippine Ialands: Battalion Headyuarters
and Headquarters &k Service Coipany disembarked from IST number 938 at 1500
hours, Set up bivouac area along the beach, Morale and Conduct of Troops: Exe
osllent, _ A

30 March 1945, Tulisay, Cebu, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first plat-
oon angaged in maintenance of weapons and vehicles. Casualties: Technician
Fifth Orade CLARENCE BURTON, 36591986, killed in action, Technician Fifth
Grade HENRY V, RYNICKI, 36591717, wounded in action. Both casualties resulted
from snemy sniper fire, ,

30 March 1945, Zamboanga, Mindanmo, Philippine Islands: Pirst platoon, Company

"B" broke bivouac at Zamboanga and embarked en IST number 459 for furtheropera-
tions,

31 March 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Battallion Strength: Nine-

teen (19) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and forty one (441)
Enlisted Men. Decrease: One (1) Officer, twenty (20) Enlisted Men,
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AFRIL
1945
L Amril 1945, San Joss, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Battalion observed Eas-
ter Sunfay in bivouac area. Religious Services held for all Denominations.
4. April 1945, Macatul, Negros, Philippine Islands: Company "A" less second
Platoon left bivouac area at Macatul and embarked on IST number 93, at Baco-
lod, Negros at 1100 hours. Anchored in harbor off Palu Fandan, Negros.
2 April 1945, Aboard IST number 934: Company "A" less second platoon left
harbor of Falu Pandan, Negros, Philippine Islands at 1030 hours,
2 April 1945, Sanga Sanga, Philippine Islands: First platoon Company "B" dis-
embarked from IST number 459 and LSM number 218 and landed Assault Troops of
the Llst Infantry Division on Sanga Sungs Island at 0830 hours. No enemy re-
sistance encountered, Landed Assault Troops of the Llst Infantry Division on
Bongas Island at 1430 hours via Sanga Sanga Island and Bongas Channel. Encoun-
tered no enemy resistance., Casualties: None, lorale: Excellent,
2. April 1945, Aboard IST number 934: Company "A" less second platoon arrived
at San Jose, Mindoro, Fhilippine Islands and anchored in harbor at 0700 hours.
b _April 1945, San Joss, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Following letter was re-
ceived from Captain LADD, Commanding Officer, Company "B":
SUBJECT: Letter from Captain ladd, Company "B" Commander.
T0 : Comuanding Officer, 658th Amphibian Tractor Battalion,
EXTRACE
In our landing at Talisay, Cebu, Philippine Islands at 0830, 26 March
1945 we found the beach heavily mined and rails and cocoanut logs lashed be-
tween palm trees, making a fairly effective obstacle. The mines were mostly
bombs of 250 pounds and smaller and artillery shells 155 MM and smaller with a

pressure type firing device. They were mostly covered by planks and small
woodsn slabs on loose sand, which made them difficult to observe. Farther in-
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land whers the ground was hard, the tips of the figw devices were vislble
and thus not very effective. However on the beach thirteen vehicles ware
stopped by mines. The damage varied acoording to the sise of mine hit. The
vehicles with msrely broken tracks we fixed within two days, but seven of the
vchicles will require fifth echalon maintenance, as holes were hlown through
the ull, The occupants of the vehicles got off pretty light, One infantry
lst Sergeant was actually killed in the vehiocle, and quite a few wounded,

but most of the personnel killed in action occurred after the Infantry dis-
mounted, Staff Sergeunt lLewis, platoon sergeant of the second platoon was
killed when after his vehicle hit a mine, he jumped over the sids and landed
on another mine. Two men were wounded by {ragusnts., We landed on three
beaches in two waves of six and five per beach, The Japs tried to get to the
hills, However we caught up with a few and by dismounting the Infantry who
walked beside and behind the LVTs we did not lose a man, Two duys later we
landed an Infantry Company on a small island but met no other opposition other
than coral, Ve tried to cross about five hundred yards of niggerhead and near-
1y broke svery vehicle in half in the bargain. Four vehicles were lost on this
operation, My l'ersonnel status is this:

Comilgaxw strength before operation 175
Killed in aection 2
Wounded in action 3

Non~Battale Casualties 5
Total lost on operation 10
Morale and efficiehcy: Excellent

Following is an extract of letter from Captain LINISAY, Liaison Officer with
1st Platoon, Company "B"

EXTRACT

Landed at Tawl Tawi, 0830, 2 April 1945. Successful despite high sea and
inadequate beach, No opposition met. LVTs after landing lst and 2nd waves fer—
ried infantry and 1/L ton vehicles from reef to shore until tide permitted
heavy vehicles to cross under own power. landed on Banago laland at 1430, 2
April 1945, without opposition, Efficlency of unit: Exesllemt,
b April 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Company "A" less second
platoon disembarked from LST number 934 at 0900 hours. Joined Battalion in
bivouac area at San Jose, Mindoro,
L April 1945, Talisay, Cebu, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first plat-
oon moved from beach bivouac area to new bivouac area near Csbu City, Cebu at
0915 hours. Morale and conduct of troops: rixcellent.
2 April 1945, San Jose, lindoro, Philippine Islands: Battalion lees Company "B"

and gecond, platoon, Company "A" had annual Inspector General's inspection.
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6 aprsy 1045, zafaces, Mindanso, Priitppine Taifle: Firet platocn Company
"B* disembarked from LST number 459 and 1SlMs numbers 319, and 218 and moved
to new bivouac area.

8 April 1945, Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philip:ine Islamds: First platoon Coopany
3" embarked on ILST number 459 for further operations at 1000 hours,

9 April 1945, Solo Island, “hilippine Islands: First Flatoon Company "B" dis-
embarked from IST number 459 and landed Assault Troops of the Llst Infantry
Division on Solo Island at 0925 hours, No enemy resistance encountered. Set
up bivouac area,

10 Aprdl 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Yhilippine Islands: Battallon assigned to

X Corps for operations per Station List nwaber 6, Headquarters X Corps, dated
26 April 1945. Battalion less Company "B" and second platoon Company MAY papr-
ticipated in practice landing exercises at San Jose, Mindoro.

11 April 1945, Solo Isiand, Philippine Islands:s First hlatoon Company “B" em-
barked on LSMs numbers 39, AO and 42 for return to Zambounga, indanao.

1< April 1945, ‘amboanga, Mindaneo, Philippine Islands: First :latoon Company

"B disembarked from ISMs and set up bivouas area.

13 April 1945, San Jose, Mindoro, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
"B" and second platoon Company "A" left bivouac area at San Jose, Mindoro on
1eTs numbers 614, 717, 719 and 775 at 1000 hours, Anchored in harbor off Blue
Besach, San Joss, Mindoro,

34 Aprdd 1945, Aboard ISTs: Battalion less Company "B" and second platoon Com-
pany "A" left San Jose Harbor, Mindoro, Philippine Islands at 1130 hours for
further operations.

17 April 1945, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion Provisional
Platoons of 19 LVTs disembarked from LSTs numbers 614, and 719 at 0820 hours.
lLanded Assault Troops of the 19th Regimental Combat Team, 24th Infantry Div-

ision without o position, Three (3) LVTs with crews and elemsnts of 24th In-
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flntry Division .on.na.iuanco Troop assigned nis.n to reconnoiter beach
area north of Parang to Tugaparigan Point, left Green Beach, Parang at 1000
houri, returned to Company area at 1830 hours. No eneuy opposition encounter-
ed, Five (5) LVTs with crewa and elements of the 2th Infantry Division Recon-
nalssance Troops assigned mission to reconnoiter beach and coastal area south
of Parang. Reconnoiterred beach arsas at Pollac, Maugabato Point, Bansilan
Point, mouth of Libluyan River, mouth of Simuay River, north branch of Mindan-
ao River to vicinity of Cotabato and coastal area south of Tarbeng. Bivouaced
in vicinity of Panalesan Foint. No ensmy observed, Battalion Provisional Pla-
toon of fourteen (1i) LVTS disembarked fron 1STs numbers 717 and 775 at 1115
hours. landed troops of 2lst Regimental Combat Team, 24th Infantry Division
on Green Beach, Parang, Mindanao at 1200 hours. Bivouaced in vieinity of Par-
ang. Conduct and Morale of troops: Excellent.

18 April 1945, Parang, Mindanso, Philippine Islands: Pive (5) LVTs with crews
on reoonnaissance mission with 24th Infantry Division Reconnaissance Troopse
left bivouac area at Panalisan Point at 0500 hours and reconnoiterred area
south of Linck, no enemy observed. Returned to Battalion bivouac area at Par-
ang at 1800 hours. Battalion less Company "B" engaged in hauling supplies
from Green Beach to Division dumps.

19 April 1945, Cebu, Cebu, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first platoon
embarked on 1SMs at 2000 hours. Conduct and Morale of Troops: Exscellent.

20 April 1945, Cebu, Cebu, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first platoon
landed Assault Troops of Company "B" 3rd Battalion, 132nd Infantry, Americal
Division on Davao, Cebu at 0700 hours, Enemy encountered, Casualties: None,
left Danao at 1130 hours, disembarked at Cebu, Cebu at 1500 hours. Weather:
Clear and warm. Conduct and liorale of troops: Excellent.

21 April 1945, Cotabato, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company

"B" engaged in security of roads, bridges and city in the Cotabato area.
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25 April 1945, c‘bat.o, liindanao, Philippine Inl‘n Battalion less Company
"B" and second platoon Company "A" relieved of security duties in Cotabato
area at 1800 hours by elements of the 3lst Infantry Division.

23 Apridl 1945, Cotabato, Kindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
"B" and seccad platoon Coapany "A" relieved from attachuent to 24th Infantry
Division per Telegram, Commanding General, X Corps, dated 23 April 1945.

23 April 1945, Cebu, Cebu, Philippine lslands: Third platoon Company "B"
moved to Danao, Cebu. Assigned missions of reconnaisssince with Company "B"
3rd Battalion, 132nd infantry, Americal Diviaion, Morale: Kxcellent

26 April 1945, Cotabato, Uindanso, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
"B" and second platoon Company "A" engauged in unloading supplies at Cotabato.
30 April 1945, Cotabato, Windunao, Fhilippine Islands: Battallon Strengths
Eighteen (18) Offioers, two (2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and thirty six

(436) Enlisted den. Decrease: One (1) Officer, five (5) Enlisted len,
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i May 1945, Cebu, Cebu, Fhilip;:ine Islands: Third platoosi Compuny "B" returned
to Company bivouac area after ocompleting reconnaissance missions with Company
"B" of the 132nd Infantry.
b May 1945, Ormoec, Leyte, rhilippine Islands: Company "B" less first platoon
loaded on 1STa numbers 592 and 933 at 0130 hours. Left Cebu Harbor, Cebu at
0600 hours, Disembarked at Ormoc, Leyte at 1530 hours. Set up bivouac along
beach, Relieved of attachment to Amsrical Division and attached to 108th Reg-
imental Combat Team, LOth Infantry Division per VOCG, Commanding General,

8th Army.

6 May 1945, Ormoc, Leyte, Fhilippine Islands: Company "B" less first platoon
embarked on ISTs numbers 933 and 592 at 1530 hours for practice landings.

7 May 1945, Ormoc, Leyte, I'hilippine Ialands: Company "B" leas first rlatoon
landed Assault Troops of 103th Regimental Combat Team, 4Oth Infantry Division
at Ormoc Bay, Layte in practice landing at 0900 hours. Returned to bivouac
area along beach via LSTs at U945 hours, Condust and Morale (f iroops:Exceli~
ent,
8 May 1945, Ormoc, Leyte, 'hilippine Islands: Company "B" less first platoon
broke bivouac and embarked on LSTs numbers 592 and 933 at 1030 hours for fur-
ther operations. Anchored in Ormoc Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands.
9 May 1945, Urmoe, Leyte, ihilippine lslands: Company ":* less first platoon
depurted Ormoc Bay, Leyte at 1200 hours. Weather: Calm. Seas Calm.lorale: Kx-
celient,
10 May 1945, Agusan, llindanao, Fhilippine Islands: Company "B" less first
piatoon landed Assault Troops of the 108th Regimental Combat Team, 4Oth Infan~
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try Division on an, Mindanao at 0800 hours. Engmtomd no enemy resie-
tance., Casualties: None. Weather: Clear, Set up bivouac area along the beach,
Conduct and Morale of Troops: Exceilent.

19 May 1945, Puerto Princessa, Palawan, Philippine Islands: Second Platoon
W A" relieved of duty with 532nd Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment,

2§ day 1945, Puerto Princessa, Palawan, Philippine Islande: Second platoon
Company "A" embarked on LSMs to return to Company control. Departed 1200 Hours.
25 May 1945, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"
and second platoon Company "A" left bivouac area at Cotabato, Mindanao at 0800
hours. Arrived at new bivouac area at Parang, Mindanao at 1500 hours. Veather:
Rainy. Morale and Conduct of Troops: Excellent,

27 May 1945, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Second platoon Company "A"
disembarked from LSMs at Parang, Mindanao at 1200 hours. Returned to control
of Company "A" and Battalion

32 May 1945, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion Strength: Nineteen
(19) officers, two (2) Varrant Officers, four hundred and forty eight (448) En~

listed Men. Increase: One (1) Officer, twelve (12) Enlisted Men.
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1945
3 June 1945, Maluka, Mindanao, Philippine Islamds: Company "3" less first pla-
toon woved to new bivouac area at Makuka, Mindanmo. Detailed tc bridge guard
along Sagre Highway. !orale and Conduct of troops: Lxcellent,
13 June 1945, Agusan, iindanao, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first pla-

toon moved to new bivouac area &t Agusan, Mindanao., ielieved of bridge guard
along Sayre Mihway.
14 June 19L5, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Corporal ‘iriill H.

ANIERSON, 37584618, Company, seriously injured as a result of accidentul <45
Calibre gunshot wound in left side.
16 June 1945, rarang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"

attended funeral services for Corporal RUSSKLL H. AliRSON, 37584618, Company
"A", who died at 0749 hours on 15 June 1945 of accidental gunshot wound, Bur-
ial wus in United States Cemetery at Parang, Midanao, ihilippine Islands.

21 June 1945, Parang, Mindanao, ’hilippine Islands: Battalion less Compary "B"
attended formation at 1300 hours for presentation of Soldiers Xedal to Techni-
cal Sergeant HARRY w. LuuThR, 35384825, Headjuarters & Service Company, for
heroism at Lingayen Gulf, lLuzon, Philippine Islands on 3 February i945. Medal
was presented by the Battalion Comunder, Major FRi:D A, RATHK.., Headjquarters
& Cervice Compaiy was color company.

23 June 1945, “amboungu, .indanac, ’milippine Isiamds: irst platoon Company

"t departed Zamboanga, ''indunso at 0600 hours on LulMs numbers 6, 58 and 181,
Conduct and Morale of troops: Hixcellernt.

2l June 1945, Iloilo, ianay, rfhilippine Islands: First platoon Company "B"

disembarked from LS¥s at 1200 hours and moved to bivouac area at [loilo,lanay,



2] June 1945, Agngl, Mindanao, i'Jilippine Ialandu’lmpnny "B" less first
platoon broke bivouac at Ajgusan, Mindunao and embarked on LSi‘s numbers 6, 48,
58, 181 and 226. Anchored off Agusan, Mindanao, .

28 June 1945, Agusan, indanao, rhilippine Islunde: Conpany "B" less first
platoon departed Agusan, ¥indinao at 1200 hours. .eather: Clear. Sea: Calm.
29 June 1945, Iloilo, Panay, ‘hilippine Islands: Caspany "B" less first pla-
toon disembarkec from LiMs at 1100 hours 2nd moved to bivouac area at Iloilo,
Panay. First platoon Company "B" jokned the Company at 1200 hours. ileather:
Clear, Conduct and MYorale of troops: Lxcellent,

30 June 1945, Parang, Mindanso, Philippine Isiands: Hattalion Strength: Twenty
tro (22) ofricers. Two (2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and thirty six (436)
Enlisted Men. Increase: Three (3) Officers., Decrease: Twelve (12) Enlisted

Ven,



HEADJUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
APO 715
BATTALION HISTORY

JULY
1945

1 July 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Company "B" relieved of at-
tachment to X Corps and assignment to 8th Army and assigned to éth Army per
paragraph lc, Letter Order Number 68, File A§ 322 (SU) (FD), Headquarters

8th Army, dated 14 June 1945,

1 July 1945, Parang, Mindanso, Philippine Islands: Following named Officers
and Enlisted Men relieved of assignment to this Battalion and are attached un-
assigned to Base "K", APO 72, for return to the United States under Readjust-
ment Regulations: Captain CHARLES S, HOLLOWAY, 0-348278; lst Lieutenant EUGENE
J. GARIBALDI, ©-1300633; Master Sergeant RAYMOND J. KLINE, 20347074; First Ser-
geant PAUL C. TAYLOR, 330364L29; Technical Sergeant CHARLES M. BECKITH, 19044332;
Sergeant IESTER L. BROWN, 6656078; Technician Fifth Grade JERRY C. [E POYST:R,
20366944 ; Techniclian Fifth Orade WILLIAM E. FLICKENGER, 33036602; Technician
Fifth Grade DAVID P, KELLY, 160074633 Private First Class CARL A. ANIERSON,
7032319; Private ROBERT B, PORTER, 20426276,

2 July 1945, Parang, Mindanao, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"
broke bivouac at 0900 hours and embarked on ISMs numbers 6, 48, 58, 181, 226
and 315 in Parang Harbor. Left Parang, Mindanao at 1800 hours for permanent
ehange of station, Seat Heavy. Weather: Rainy, Morale: Excellent,

4 July 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"
arrived at Tigbauan, Panay and disembarked at 1000 hours and proceeded to biv-
ouac area. Battalion less Company "B" relieved of attachment to X Corps and
assignment 8th Army and assigned to 6th Army per paragraph lo, Letter Order 6-8
File AG 322 (SU) (FD) Headquarters 8th Army, dated 14 June 1945. Company "B"
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Joined Battalion’ 11(C hours. Battalion atuche!o Loth infantry Division
per paragraph 4b and c, letter Urder, File AG 322¢, Subject: "Trunsfer of

8th Army Jnits to 6tii Ary, dated 26 June 1945.

9 July 1945, Iloilo, Panay, thilippine Islands: Major FRSD A. RATHKE, O-273410,
Cavalry, United :tutes Army was amarded the Bronge :tar Medal per paragraph 2,
General Urder nusber 93, Headjuarters, X Corps, AiQ 310, dated 1 July 1945; .for
meritorlious achievement in connection with military operations =guinst the
eneny at Mindanao, Phili.pine Islands during the period 10 April 1945 to 1 July
1945,

17 July 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battulion neld fornal retreat
formation. Soldiers Medal was pressnted to fergeant LALR:NCs J. w00U, 31269706,
Copany "B" by the Battalion Comsunder for heroism at lLingayen, Lugon, Fhilip-
pine Islands, on 13 January 1945. Headquarters & Service Company was the color
Cotpany .

19 July 1945, Iloilo, ranay, Fhilippine Islands: Battalion held forusl retreat
formation, Headyuarters & Cervice Company was the color Coumpany.

2y July 1945, Iloilo, ‘aray, fhilippine Islands: Battalion held formul betreat
formation, Company "." was the color Cowpany.

26 July 1945, Ilollo, Panay, ‘hilippine lslands: Battalion held formal retreat
formation, Company "A" was the color Company.

3C Juiy 1945, 1loilo, I'anay, Philippine Islands: Company "B" held Company party
at Casino Espanol, Iloilo, ianay.

31 July 1945, Ilodlo, /unay, Fhili pine Islunds: Battalion held forma. retreat
forraation, Company "3" waus the color Cumpany. Battalion Strength: Twenty (20)
Officers, two (2) iarrant Officers, five hundred and six (506) zniisted ien,

Increase: Seventy (70) Znlisted len.
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‘ HEADJU ARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
AP0 715
BATTALION HISTORY

AUGULT
1945

1 August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion received eighty
nine (89) Enlisted Men as replacements per Personnel Requisition Number 340,
Headyuarters, 6th Army. Battalion enguged in training. Non Commissioned Of-
ficers Club established for first three grades,

2 August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion held formal retreat
formation, Company "B" was the color Company.

L August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: First and second platoons of

Company "A" participated in landing exercises at Negros, Philippine Islands
from 31 July until 4 August 1945 with the second and third Battalions of the
108th Infantry Regiment, 4Oth Infantry Division. Returned at 1000 hours. Con-

duct and Morale of Troops: Excellent.,

7 _August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion held formal retreat
formation, Headquarters & Service Company was the color Company. First platoon
Company "A" and first platoon Company "B" embarked on LSTs numbers 580, 582,
838 and 916 at 1300 hours to participate in landing excercises at Negros, Fhil-
ippine Islands with 169th Infantry, 4Oth Infantry Division,

9 August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion held formal retreat
formation, Headquarters & Service Company was the color Company,

1l August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Pnilippine Islands: First platoon Company "A"

and first platoon Company "B" disembarked from LSTs at 1600 hours after comple-
ting landing exercises with 160th Infantry, 4Oth Infantry Divisdon at Negros,

Philippine Islands. Conduct and Morale of Troops: Excellent,



http:Com.pa.ny
http:AUGU:.iT

33 August 1945, .ilo, lapay, rhilippine Ialnndu‘onpany BB" less first
platoon embarked on LSMs numbers 150, 130 and 15 at 1600 hours for further
ojerations per Secret T.%, Commranding Ceneral, 4Oth Infantry Division duted
11 August 1945, First platoon Compuny "B" attached to Cowpany "A",

4y August 1945, Iloilo, lanay, Philippine Islands: Batialion less Company "B"
(=first platoon) held formal retreat formation. Company "A" was the color Com-
pany. First news of acceptance of psace terms hy Japanese received.

15 August 1945, Iloilo, Fanag, Phillppine Islands: Second .nd third platoons

Company "A" embarked on LSTs 580, 582, 838 and 916 to participate in landing
exerclses at Negros, ihilippine lslunds with the first and second Battalions
185th Infantry, 40th infantry Division,

15 August 1945, legaspl, Luson, Philippine lslands: Company "B" less first
platoon disembarked from LSks at 1015 hours. lMoved to bivouac ares and set up
camp,

16 Awgust 1945, iloilo, ranay, I'hilippine IslandsjSecond and tuird jlatoons

Company "A'" disembarked from LSTs at 1800 hours. Landing exerciues at Negros,
hilippine islands called off,

17 August 1945, lloilo, Panay, rhilippine Islands: Battalion recelved twenty
five (25) iiniisted l:en as replaceuents per Personnel Requimition Nuwber 376,
Headquarters, 6th Army.

20 August 1945, Iloilo, ranay, thilip ine islands: Major FRED A. nATHNL,
Battallion Cousnander, .romoted to the rank of lieutenant Colonel per paragraph
1, Cpecidl Order 218, Headnuarters, 6th Army, dated li, August 145,

2l August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, ihilippine lslands: Battalion less Company "B
(- first platoon) held formal retreat formation. Technici:n Fifth Grade DUIZKY
OLIVER, 36591812, Headquarters & Service Company was formally presented the
turple Heart liedal for wounds received in action at Zamboanga, liindanao, Phil-

ippine Islande, on 1 March 1945,
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28 August 1945, Qilo, Panay, Philippine Islands ttalion relieved from
assignment to 6th Army and attachment to0,4,0th Infantry Division and attached
to Army Forces 'lestern Pacific as of 20 August 1945, per Secret letter, Sub-
jeet: "Control of Units (6)", Headquarters, 6th Army, dated 21 August 1945,
File AG 322C. Battalion less Company "B" (- first platoon) held formal retreat
formation., Company "A" was the color Company.

31 August 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion Strength: Twenty
one (21) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, five hundred and eighteen (518)

BEnlisted Men. Increase: One (1) Officer, twelve (12) Enlisted Len.




HEADQUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
APO 75
BATTALION HISTORY

SEPTEMBER
1945

2 September 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: V-J Day. Battalion less
Company "B" (- first platoon) attached to Southern Islands Area Command (Pro-
visional) and further attached to 739th AAA Gun Battalion, APU 715 for supply
and control only per paragraph 8, Letter Order 8-1, Headquarters, Southern
Islands Area Command,

4 September 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
"B* (-~ first platoon) held formal retreat formation, Battalion further assign-
ed to Southern Islands Area Command (Provisional) effective 20 August 1945 per
Secret Lstter, Subject: "Assignment and Attachment of Units", File (90), GSXGA
322, Headquarters, Army Foroces, Western Pacific, dated 1 September 1945,

7 September 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippino Islands: Battalion assumed control
of Japanese Prisoner of War Camp at Santa Barbara Stockade, Iloilo, Panay.

8 September 1945, Legaspi, Luzon, Philippine Islandsj Captain DANIEL.LADD,
01169209, Commanding Officer, Company "B", relleved of assignment and duty with
this Battalion and transferred to the 158th Regimental Combat Team per para-
graph 15, Special Order 89, Headquarters, Army Forces, Western Pacific., Com-
pany "B" less first platoon engaged in maintenance of weapons and vehicled,
Morale and Condiist of troops: Excellent.

20 September 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
ngr (- first platoon) engaged in maintenance of weapons and vehicles, Morale:
Excellent,

20 September 1945, Legaspi, Luson, Philippine Islands: First Sergeant BiM H,
LAYTON, 20923255 awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received in action at
Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands on 10 March 1945



Wilo, Panay, Philippine Isln”: Battalion less Company

wpn (~ first platoon) held party in celebration of first anniversary overseas
at Villa Beach Club. Entertainment and dancing lasted from 1500 hours to 0200
hours. Officers and Enlisted Men of the Battalion entitled to second overseas
service bar per War Department Circular 268, 1944. Staff Sergeant ORVIS L,
STEPHENS, 39024113, Headquarters & Service Company awarded the Bronge Star
Meual for meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against
the enemy at Parang, lMindanao, Philippine lslands. Staff Sergeant THEODORE J.
ZABOROWSKI, 36591385, Headquarters & Service Company awarded the Bronze Star
Medal for meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against
the enemy at Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands.

3Q September 1945, legaspi, Lugon.,Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first
platoon engaged in maintenance of weapons and vehicles., Morale: Excellent,

30 September 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion Strength: Nine-
teen (19) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, five hundred and twenty nine (529)
Enlisted Men. Increase: Elevem (11) Enlisted Men. Decrease: Two (2) Officers.




. HEADQUARTERS .

658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
AP0 15

BATTALION HISTORY

OCTOBER
1945
10 Ogtober 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine lslands: Battalion Less Company "B"

(- first platoon) engaged in usual camp duties. Morale: Excellent.

30 October 1945, Legaspi, Luzon, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first
platoon engaged in usuad camp duties. Morale: Excellent,

18 October 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"
( - first platoon) participated in formal retreat formation at which Bronse
Star Medals were presented to Technical Sergeant EUGENE M. ANDERSDN, 32634128,
Headquarters & Service Coupany for heroic achievement in connection with mil-~
itary operations against the enemy at Talisay, Cebu, Philippine Islands; Tech~
nical Sergeant HARRY W. LESTER, 35384825, Headquarters and Service Company for
meritorious achisvement in connection with nilitary operations against the
enemy at Mindoro and Mindanao, Philippine Islands. Techniclian Third Grade
WALTER YSATER, JR., 36592262, Headquarters & Service Company for heroic achie-
vement in connection withemilitary operations against the enemy at Talisay,
Cebu, Philippine Islands; Technician Fourth Grade STEPHEN S, SANIERS, 37210481,
Headquarters & Service Company for meritorious achieve\nont in connection with
military operations against the enemy at Mindoro and Mindanao, Philippine
Islands,

19 Ogtober 1945, Iloile, Panay, Philippine Islands: Lieutenant Colonel FRED A,
RATHKE, 0=-273410, Cavalry, Battalion Commander, relieved of assignment and
assigned to the 3lst Infantry Division, APO 31, for return to the United States
under Readjustment Regulations per paragraph 1, Specidl Order 73, Headquarters,
739th AAA Gun Battalion, APO 715. Departed at 0900 hours. Major THOMAS S,
LEITCH, 0-340325 assumes command of the Battalion., Befors a special company
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formation of Headjuarters & Service Compeny the tc!owing named Fnlisted Yen
of Heudquarters & _ervice Company were awarded the Bronge Star Medal, Techni-
cian Fourth Grade CHARISS . ORTON, 36814280, for meritorious achievemant in
connection with military operations against the enemy at Mindanao and Sulu
Archipsligo, Philippine Islands; Staff Sergeant RAY C. XREAG-R, 36591598, for
meritorious achievement in connection with military operations uagainst the
enemy at Mindoro and Mindanao, 'hilippine lslai.ds; Techniciun Fourth Grade
wiLLIAM C. WILLIAMUUN, 34260946, for meritorious achievewsnt in connection with
military operations against the enemy at rarang, i'indanao, Philippine lslands,
Fifty two (52) :nlisted Men relieved of assignment and duty with this Battalion
and aseigned to the 3lst Infantry Division, AFO 31, for return to the United
States under Resdjusteent Regulations per paragraph 1, Specidl Order Number 71,
Headquarters 739th AAA Gun Battalion, AFO 715. First Lieutenants KENNCTH F.
LINCH, 0-1825426; LuiIAND I. NOBLE, O-1014740; CARL E. NEN, 0O-1822,30; ROY L.
VAUGHN, 0=-1825288; Chief Viarrant Officer FRED BOWEN, ¢i-21320L4; wWarrant Officer
Junior Orade GiORGE T. DURTON, We-2132052 relieved of assignment and duty with
tnis Battaliog and assigned to the 3lst Infantry Division, AFO 31, for return
to the United States under Readjustment Regulations per paragrap 1, Special
Order 71, Headquarters, 739th AAA Gun Battalion, APO 715, dated 12 October 1945.
Departed 0900 hours.

20 October 1945, Legaspi, Lugzon, Philippine Islands: Captain MNI:SL LADD, O=-1169-

209, awarded the Silver ‘tar liedal for Gallantry in Action at Talisay, Cebu
Fhilippine Islands. Staff Sergeant DAVID I. BITTiR, 32693666, iedical Detachment
avarded the Bronse itar Medal for meritorious achievement in connection with
military operations against the enemy at lLuzon and Mindanao, Philippine Islands.
Frivate First Cluss JOSL . SKINNER, 38563854, Company "B" and Technician Fifth
Grade JOSEPH A. GIORNO, 36655338, Company "B" awarded Bronge Star ledals for

heroic achieveimnt in coniection with military operations against the sneamy at
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Talisay, Cebu, Philippine IalnnAdl. ‘
21 October 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islandst Battalion less Company "B"
(- Pirst platoon) held a party at the Villa Beach Club. Dancing and entertain-
ment lasted from 2000 hours to 2345 hours,

22 October 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion relieved from
assignment to Southern Islands Area Command (Prévisional) and assigned to lith
Anti Aircraft Command, APO 75 and further assigned to Southern Islands Area
Command per paragraph 15, Letter, Subject: "Assignment of Units, File (127),
GSXOP 322, Headquarters, Army Forces, Western Pacific, dated 15 October 1945,

28 October 1945, Legaspi, Luson,,Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first

platoon departed port of Lsgaspi at 1500 hours. Weather: Clear. Sea: Calam.
Morale: Excellent.
#00ctober 1945, Dulag, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Company "B" less first

platoon disembarked at Dulag, Leyte at 0830 hours. Set u. bivouac area at 1000
hours. Company attached to 4L18th Field Artillery Group, AFO 932,

21 October 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion Strength: Pour-

teen (14) Officers, four hundred and eighty six (486) Enlisted Men, Decrease:

Pive (5) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, forty three (43) Enlisted Men,



HEADQUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
APO 932

BATTALION HISTORY

1945
2 November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company "B"
(- first Platoon) engaged in usual camp duties. Battalion relieved of control
of Japanese Prisoner of War Camp as Prisoners are loaded aboard ISTs for move-
ment to Leyte, Philippine Islands.
3 November 1945, Iloilo, Pangy, Philippine Islands: Bronse Star Medals presen-

ted to Staff Sergeant ALBERT P. BASL, 19122416 and Technician Fourth Grade
WESLEY R. SMITH, 34259679, during specidl formation of Headquarters & Service

Company.
h=10 November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company

"B" (- first platoon) engaged in usual camp duties. Formal retreat formation
held on 7 November 1945 with Headquarters & Service Company as the color come:

pany.
15 November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Company "A" participated

in parade at Iloilo City in celebration of tenth anniversary of the Philippine

Commonwealth,
16 November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion relieved from

attachment to Southern Islands Area Command per paragraph 1, Letter, Subject:
"Assigmments and Attachments of Units", File (14L6) GSXOP 322, Headquarters,
United States Army Forces, Western Pacific, APO 707, dated 13 November 1945,
1& November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Usual camp daties plus
preparations for movement to Leyte, Philippine Islands,

28 November 1945, Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands: Battalion less Company
"B (= first platoon) loaded on LSTs numbers 945, 462, 474, 629 and 54 in
Iloilo Harbor at 1200 hours, left Iloilo harbor at 1500 hours. Novement made




a8 ‘permanent nhar' of station to Leyte, Philippin‘aland.l, per MHovement
Directive Number 933, Headquarters, Southern Islands Area Cowanand, AFO 932,
dated 10 Qctober 1945 and lLetter, Subject: '"lMovement Orders Number 7, Head-
quarters 739th AAA Gun Battalion, AFO 715, dated 25 liovember 1945.

20 lovember 1945, Telegrafo, leyte, Philippine Islands: Battalion Less Company
"B" (- first platoon) disembarked from LSTs at Teleurafo, Leyte and moved to
bivouac area at 1200 hours, Company "B" less first platoor rejoined Battalion
at 1200 hours. Battalion Strength: Twelve (12) Officers, four hundred and fifty
nine (459) Enlisted Men, Dscreass: Two (2) Officera, twenty seven (27) Enlisted

Ven,
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ABOARD U. 8. 8. AIRDA RLE

BATTALION HISTORY

B

1 Deowsber 1945, Telegrafe, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Thirty (30) Enlisted .
Men relieved of assignment to this Battalion and assigned to the L478th AAL AW

Battalien, APO 932, for return to the United States under Readjustment Regula~
tieans per paragraph 5, Special Order Number 98, Headquarters, 658th Amphibian
Tracter Battalion, APO 932, dated 1 December 1945. Eleven (11) Enlisted Men
relieved of assignment te this Battalion and assigned to the 356th AAA SLY
Battalion, APO 72, for return te the United States under Readjustment Regulas
tions per paragreph 6, Special Order Number 98, Headquarters 658th Amphibian
Tractor Battalion, AFO 932, dated 1 December 1945. Kine (9) Enlisted Men, Com-
pany *"B", this Battalion, relieved of assignment to this Battalien and asaign-
o® to the 528th AAA Gun Battalien, APO 72, for return to the United States un-
der Readjustment Regulations per peragreph 1, Company Order Number 16, Company
"p* 658th Amphibian Trecter Battalion, APO 932, dated 28 November 1945. Five
(5) Enlisted Men, Company "B* this Battalien, relieved of assignment te this
Battalion and assigned to the 543rd Field Artillery Battalien for return te
the United States under Readjustment Regulations per parsgraph 2, Company Or-
der Number 16, Company "B" 658th Amphibian Tractor Battalien, APO 932, dated
28 November 1945.

2 December 1945, Telegrafe, layte, Philippine Islands: Sixty one (61) Enlis-
ted Men this htﬁl:l.on with Adjusted Service Rating Scores under the critical
peint scores relieved of assignment to this Battallien and assigned to the 3315
Quartermaster Truck Company, APO 932, per Special Order Number 98, Headquarters
658th Amphibian Tractor Battalion, APO 932, dated 1 December 1945. Battalien
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attached to Douognt #2 (Provisional ), Hea s, 32nd Anti Alreraft Bri-
gads per parsgreph 1, General Orders Number 31, Headquarters, 32nd Anti Alrcreft
Brigade, AFO 982, dated 30 November 1945.

3 _Degember 1945, Telegrafe, Layte, Philippine Islands: Captain JESSIE R. WARD,
0-1166203, Captain CARL B, BOOTH, 0-435935, Pirst Lieutenant ALBERT M. RIDLON,
0-182468/, First Lisutenant RUEL P, SCOGGINS, 0-1823947 and Second Lieutenant
RICHARD E, W._LCH, JR., 0~-2023935 relieved of assignment to this Battalion and
assigned $o the Lth Fleld Artillery Battalion, APO 932, and further placed on
temporary duty with this Battalien per parsgraph A, Special Order Number li2,
Headquarters, 32nd Anti Airoraft Brigade, APO 932, dated 5 Deceaber 1945.

10 December 1745, Telegrafo, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Battalion engaged in
preparation for movement to United States under Readjustment Regulations.

4k December 1945, Telegrafe, leyte, Philippine Islands: Captain CHARIES S,
LINDBAY, 0-1169219, FA, assigned to and assumed cosmand of Company "A" this
Battalion vice Pirst Lieutenant ALBERRT M, RIDLON, 0-1824684, Inf., relieved.
Captain VERNON L. FRYKHOLM, O-1284125. Inf., assigned to and assumed command of
Company "B" this Battalion vice Captain JESSIZ R, WARD, 0-1166203, FA., relieved,
per Special Order Number 103, Headquarters, 658th Amphibian Tractor Battalion,
APO 932, dated 13 December 1945.

20 December 1945, Telegrafo, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Usual camp duties and
continued preparation for moveament to the United States.

2h December 1945, Telegrafo, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Battalion held Specidl
formation at 1330 hours at which time Bronse Star Medals were presented by the
Battalion Commander, Major THOMAS S. LEITCH, to the following named Enlisted Men:
Staff Sergeant ROBERT H, DAVIS 36814431, Company "A" and Technigian Fourth Grade
JOSEPH S, KARPINSKI 42008114, Headquarters & Service Company. Christmas Eve Reli-
gious Services held for all denominations.

25 Degember 1945, Telegrafe, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Battalion received usual
Aray Christaas Dinner prepared by mess persoanel of the Comparies.
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ﬂllhc-bog 1945, White Beach, Tacloban, Leyte, Philippine Islands: Battalion
embarked on U, 3. S. Albemarle, United States Navy Seaplane Teander at 0500 hours
for return to the United States under Readjustment Regulations. Departed Leyte
at 1500 hours. Weather: Fair, Sea: Rough. Morale and Conduct of Troeps: Excel-
lent.

31 December 1945k Aboard U, S. S, Albemarle: Battalion participated in "Happy
Heur" sponsored by the Ship's Chaplain in celebration of New Years EVE., Battal-
ien Strength: Eleven (11) Officers, one (1) Warrant Officer, two hundred and
ainety nine (299) Enlisted Men. Dscrease: One (1) Officer, one hundred and six~-
ty (160) Enlisted Men. Inorease: One (1) Warrent Officer.
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