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66187 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
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Supplement to Delly Tank Destroyer Heport for period of
;g@oa hours 5. April 1945, to Q600 hours 6 April 1945.

Company "GP - Company was alsrted &l 0230 hours 5 Apri.
1945, for movement at Q600 hgurs from Northfelden (003007
L52) to Simmershausen (24000 g L52). Company closed CP &t . .
0640 hours and opened in ol ershausen at 1300 hours 5 _
April 1945, Company carriedfL* Co of 3rd Bn, 273, on its
vehlicles. Very,iighthenamy:resi$t$ﬁcegmaS'met along route.
2nd plt fired 2 rounds HE atjmultiple purpose gun in vic

of (220009 L52) Obervellmars| Gua was knocked out sl same

vic. 2nd plt fired one roung at enemy vehicle which was

in underpess on our route tojUbervedlmar. Twenty-three PWs
were tzken in Obervellmsr by|the 3rd plt. Two PWs were

talten by Ueimer by the mess gergeant of Company "CU. Company
{8 now in assembly position &t 240009 (Simmershausen) .
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1z. Brief description of ep@r&tians for periaé (inel.
coordinates %centd)

24 P1t in support of Ed Bn m?? Inf._ Hoved from Bader-
hausen to Dalheim (327043) st 0700 hrs and Xook up firing
positions to fire into Escherode. Fired 9 rounds HE at ,
inf in buildings in Escherpde.. At time of repert advaneing .
to Ermschweid 449085), -

34 Plt in poslition at 292079'9r9teet1ng rear of GT 272.__.;:;55”"

Co Whm under Bn control enfi Co ¢ attaah&d to 273 Inf wlth
mission to assist regiment in c¢rossing of Herra Hiver. "Co.
"GN moved to posltions et 3006 at 1130 hrs, 6 April. Haved
\ during asfternoon to Lutterberg.. Cos "AM and YOF advanced
with Inf et 050C hrs. Co PA" encountered enemy- strongpaint
at 350102, L Tiger Rojal, 1 cther tenk, 1 srmored car sud -
1 Volkswegen snd one platobn of enemy inf. At this point
3d Plt of Rem Co lost 1 U and 2 jeeps. Co nce’ delayeé by
roedblock at 340115, '

#

At close of period forward CP of 661 TD Bn locsted in *Tfﬁf;
Lutterberg. o ' SR
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" Reproduccd af the Dwight D. Eisenfiower Presadermal Labrar;v E
Supplement to TD Report, 9 Aprill 1945, containing gcecount of
operstions of Co "CW" for -8 April 1945.

"Cr Co moved out at 0630 hours. Moved from Lutterberg 300100.
In Combat Tesm "N"., Order of march was light tark plt, Ron Plt,
3 medium tenks, (1) LU% sssault gun. 1lst plt, Co "C", CP group,
tenk compeny less leading elements on bosrd. Co "GN minus lst plt.
with inf on destroyers. Road block wes encountered st underpass
BXR 323096, medium tanks knocked it -out. Co "C" closed in assembly
sres st coerdinate 372137 at approx.. 1200 hrs. Firing positions in
the ssme srees so that fire could be placed in Lauback, Lippoldshzusen,
Wielsheusen and also covered crossing of creex by infeéntry. Three
guns of the lst plt znd two of the guns of second plt were used for
firing. Fifty rounds of HE were fired into the town of Lippoldshausen
85 that inf could move in. Resuits were very good. 4l rounds were
fired at three general purpose vehicles, 3 artillery pleces and
prime moves and one SP gun &t 386160. All were knocked out.
Cegualties inflicted on the enemy unknown. Co was under artillery
fire for approx. 30 minutes &t 1600 hrs at coordinsate 372137. . -
" Seven germans were killed by 50 cal m/gun fire st coordinate 370133.

One PW was ceptured in this areu. 3 P¥s were ceptured while in

the smembly arez at 372137, :
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%" Reproduccd at the Dwight D, Eisenhower Presidential Library

7 4 HEADGUARTERS R
661lst Tenk Destroyer Battalion
APQ 230, U. 5. Army

9 April 1945

Description of the sctlion of the third plastoon, Heconnesissance
Company, 66lst Tenk Destroyer Battalion, from about 0600 to 0800
hours, 7 April 19i5: ‘

On the morning of 7 April 1945, 1 was ordered by Lt. Col.
Donald B. Miller to use my reconnelssance platoon to lead Task 5
Force ®"A", consisting of my platoon, one plstoon of Llight tanks, k§
one company of medium tanks, one company of fenk destroyers and
two compenies of infentry, plus lone platoon (¥) of infantry. The
infantry was mounted on the medium tanks and tank destroyers.

R o

The 1.P. was to be crossed .at 0600 hours. However, we did
not eross the I.P. until approximetely 0630 hours. During our
progress towsrd our objective, we moved approximately 4 miles per
hour, but stopped seversl times in the first 2 miles to recon-
noliter suspected points slong the rosd on foot. I was urged by
radio to incresse the speed of my reconnaissance and of the
column by the column commander, Col. Miller, inasmuch as we were
behind schedule. We did try to move faster,

As we zpproached R.J. at 345095, we were in s large clearing
which extended to within 100 yds of R.J. at 352097. As my point
Jeep entered the woods about 100 yds from R.J. at 352097, it was
caught in enemy cross fire from one light machine gun and rifle
fire of spproximately one platoon, ali -of which wes well hidden
from view from the road. After being fired on by the above wespons, p
point Sgt. Scott slgneled me to halt and pointed out the eneny
small arms positions. He then turned his own machine gun on the
enenmy end fired ssme 15 or 20 rounds before he and the rest of the
crew dismounted end sought cover in the ditches. 4 constant ;
strezm of smell erms fire was being direct at them sll this time.

I dismounted &snd signaled my two ermored care (M-Bs) forward
to fire high explosive shells into the machine gun nest snd into
the surrounding woods, hoping to keep the column moving. A48 the
ermored cars pulled up into firing positions, & Hoyal Tiger tanx
moved around the corner shesd of the lead Jeep and sramored cars, g
fhe armored cars opened up with their .50 Cal.. machine guns and %
fired one round of 37 mm into the woods. As the enemy tenk traversed if
it's gun onto the asrmored cars they attempted to get off of the '
narrow road snd under cover. {ne:armored car got away, but the
other got stuck in the ditch and had to be abandoned.

R S

Before the tsnk appesred I reportec by redio-to Lit. Col. Hililer
the presence of enemy small arms snd requested Iinfantry support.
¥hen the tank appeered I egaln reported it's presence and thet it
had fired on snd xnocked out one armored car and one jeep, and
reguested tanks and/or tank destroyers to come up with infentry. ;
" tbout that time the tenk fired on my Jeep and missed., ©Small.arms fire |
wzs reiking the entire road aznd shoulders we were on. In trying to
get my Jeep besck znd into the woods it stuck in the muddy ditch and
we sbsndoned it. A thidé® jeep, in reer of mine, was alsoc hit by ;
the tenk's 88 mm fire and destroyed. j
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The crews of all four vehiclés vere pinned down by constant
fire from small srms for some time, but 21l were able to work their way
to cover and back to the column, which had remsined in the wWoOuds
under cover. None of By men were wounded or killed, but we lost
one armored cer snd three Jeeps.

We were first fired upon at approximately 0700 hmurs. The
infantry czme forward snd made contect with the enemy at approxi-
mately 0800 hours. None of our tanks or tank destroyers were employed B

There were two Royal Tiger tanks at the ro&d junction, but only
one fired it's 88 mm gun. :

Jemes D. MeAlexander
lst Lt., Cav,

LA
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