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773rd Tank Destroyer Battalion{SP)
APO 403, U. S{ Army.

| 1 March 1945
SUBJECT: Report After Operations Against the Enemy,

TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, Army War College, War Department,
Weshington 25, D.C. |
THRU:  COMMANDING GENERAL, Third United States Atmy, APO 403.

COMMANDING GENERAL, VIII Corps, APO 308+ B
COMMANDING GENERAL,. 90th Infantry Division, AP0 0. o

; 1. In oompliance with Peragreph 10, AR 345+105, as amended by
Oheange 3 dated 9 March 1943, the following report is submitted:

"2, The information ocontained herein has been extracted from
the Unit Journal of the 773rd “ank Destroyer Battalion (SP).

3. Report After QOperations Agéfnst the Enemy -~ Period 010001;
Februasry 1945 ~ 2823594 February 1945. ' ’

1 FEbrgarx‘1945

Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co. located at BIWISCH (74507040). No change:
Ron Co: - 1st pltn in BIVISCH left Company at 1415 hours for .C Co. LT
at BURG-REULAND. Attempted to esteblish communications with two pltpe -
at WINTERSPELT. &nd pltn remeined inactive in BIWISCH, Ord pltn with =
B Co. at 838747 remained inactive. A Co., -« 1st pltn.tn position at pE
81207220, Prepared to firs fllumineting shell laying on compass 1387, !
an'gltn.in position at 93957480 are ready to mové to high ground at
84507510 just before daybreask. At 1700 hours, 3rd pltn moved across i
river and went into position on high ground at 87007450. Na other ;
‘ohanges. B Co. - 18t and 2nd pltns (2 Kl0's) each remained in posi-
_tion 879755. No activity during day, but received very heavy mortar

fire. At 1300 hours, 3rd pltn moved out of STAUBACH to support lst .

Bn, 358th Inf. in atteck on HECKHUSSHEID. No enemy armor encountere

ed, but pltn did meet socattered remnants of enemy infantry and did ;
quite a bit of small arms firing and teking five prisoners. : o
C Co, - 1lst pltn in support of 2nd Bp, 359th Inf. advanced with - L
infantry end ocoupied position at WINTERSPELT (915805). 2nd pltn in
sunport of 3rd Bn, 35th Inf edvanced with infantry and ocaupled L
pesition at GROFLANGENFELD (943812)« The infantry met very little o
resistance and the TDs met no enemy armor. At approximately 1600 :
hours, 1lst pltn moved into firing positions 1000 yarde N of WINTER~ -

SPELT (925805), firing 23 rounds " HE ain GROFLANGENFELD «8 support-

ing fire for the advance of the 2nd Bn, 359th Inf. into that town,

Pltn returned to WINTERSPELT ufter firing. The ammo in one TD of L
- the 2nd pltn (St Helloran) mysteriously exploded, destroying five 5
rounds HVAP and six rounds APC. Radio and eleotric firing wiring
and emmo holding rod blown out. One man injured. Detailed investi-
gation being held to determine cause. .

Veather, ¢loudy chd ' armer. o

’ 5
2 Febr 945 _ _ - | CF

Bn Hgqs and Hqs Company - No change. Ron Co. = lst pltn moved to :
WIRTERSFELT. Mede road reconnaissence 16 GRODLANGENFELD and attempte
ed radio relay station between CP and pltns. &nd pltn remained in
'BRIWISCH, 3rd pltn in LEITHUM. No other changess -4 €0, = lst pltn.
remained in same position, reedy to fire illumipatifsg shell upon

srder from infantry., 2nd and 3rd pltns remained in same position.

Both positions received light srtillery fire during the dey.
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2 February 1945 Gontinué-

B Co. ~ 1st pltn, no aotivity. At 1300 hours, 2nd pltn moved to
86907540 to set up an anti-tank defense for 2nd Bn, 358th Inf. 3rd
pltn moved to HECKHUSCHEID at 0100 hours after the infantry had gone
into the town. Sector generally qulet during the day. At 1100 hours
a threatened counterattack failed to materlalize. No other changes.
C Co. - 18t pltn supporting 3rd Bn, 359th Inf. left WINTLRSPELT at
0700 hours adveancing to ocoupied positions in South part of EIGLS-
CHEID. Enemy activity was observed 1000 yards to the South and
taken under fire, results approximstely 50 enemy dead, one halftrack
vehicle and one field piece XO'd. Enemy artillery and mortar fire
active, 2nd »ltn in GROFLANGENFELD received light artillery fire
" and mortar fire. No aotivity. a

Weather, light rein, warm.

3 _TFebruary 1945

'Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co. - No change. Ron Co. - CP and 2nd pltn 1
at BIWISCH., 1st pltn HECKHALENFELD and 3rd pltn LEITHUM. Pltns :

received mission of route and road reconnaissance in general area

from 886762 and a line NE through HECKHALERFELD. A Co. ~ OP moved

~from VEISWAMPACH to BIWISCH with the 1lst pltn. 2ndpltn moved from

LEITHUM to VEISWANPACH to BIWISCHs. 3rd pltn pulled out of position

at OBERHAUSEN to LEITHUM to BIWISCHe 1lst pltn test fired one new

M10 with 3 rounds HE. Company spent balance of day settling down.

B Co. -~ 1st pltn moved to position 879074803 2nd pltn to 89007530 and

3rd pltn to 89807490, No activity during the period. € Co. « At

1645 hours all TDs assembled in WINTERSFELT for fuel, rations, etos

In compliance with division defensive plan at 1800 hours, lst pltn

occupied nositions at HECKHUSCHEID (921766) and 2nd pltn at EIGEIS~ ‘

CHFEID (932797). 3rd pltn with two TDs didmintenance on one and the |

other was atteched to 1lst pltn,. : |
Veather, cold, snow. '

4 February 1945.

Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co. - No .change. Ron Co. = 1lst pltn remained
in VINTERSPELT. 2nd pltn reconnoitered TD routes into WINTERSPELT
from ST VITH (Hwy 17 to St. Vith, Hwy 8 to Winterspelt), distance of
?4-miles. 3rd pltn made road recommaissance of routes for TDs from
LEITHUM to PETERSKIRCHE. Encountered minefields not defended
(reperted to S-2, 357th Inf). TD route located from LEITHUM to
OBERHAUSEN river road to STOUBACH. Bridge at OBERHAUSEN out. Pltn
moved from LEITHUM to Co. CP at BIWISCH. A Co. - Company located
completely in BIWISCH (745704). Company followed training schedule.
B Cos -~ Pltns all relisved at 1200 hours and moved to BIWISCH for
rest and mdintenance of vehicles. At 1000 hours, Cp moved to BOUEGw
REULAND. C Cos -~ CP and 3rd »ltn located in WINTERSPELT. 1st pltn
HECKUSCHEID; 2nd pltn EIGELSCPRID. No activity, Some artillery end
mortar fire falling in all towns oocupied by the compeny.

Weather, oloudy and cool with otcasional showers,

5 Pebruary 1945

Bn_Hgc (Fwd CP) and Hys. Co. - No change. Ron Co. - 1lst pltn re-
mained in VINTERSPFELT with C Co. 2nd and 3rd pltns remained in
BIWISCH.. At 1600 hours one section of Pioneers attached to B Co.

A 10-man searching perty returned to OBERVAI'PACH to searech for Lt.
YonBehren who has been miasin% sinoce 18 Januery 1945. Information
and items found belonging to lLt. VonBehren turned in to Bn. CO,

A Co. ~ Compeny remained in BIWISCH performing Motor maintenance.

B Dov: = CPurelmained: incBOURG-REULAND.O.Pltns AYertéd: and moged out &
1600 hours. 1l1lst pltn attached to 2nd Bn, 358th Inf. 2nd »ltn attehd
ts 3rd Bn, 358th Inf., and 3rd pltn to ist Bn, 358th Inf. 1st pltn-
went to WINTTRSCHEID (94208240). 2nd pltn to BILEIALF (96608320) and
3rd pltn to 94208240)s 7Pltns are in readiness for coming operation.
C Co. = At 0200, 0400 and 0600 hours, 18t pltn in HECKHUSCHEID and :
2nd pltn in EIGELSCHFID pulled a demonstration - maneuvering vehicles -
and attempting to oreate the impression of an armored thrust from
that area. 1st pltn fired 20 rounds 3" HE into HABSCHEID @8 part of



http:GROFLANGE.NFF.LD

7 February 1945

. tions (96607740) with lst Bn, 357th Inf. B Co. - 15t pltn moved out

the demonstration, No ‘return fire was dbawh and it ie ndt knewl
the enemy received the intended false imnression. AL SPproxXingt

1400 haurs, 15t snd Prd pltns assembled at the Qo. CP ‘i WINTERSFELT :

th ‘preperation for the Division attack Scheduled for . osotobxrbb. 45¢
Weather, cold and rainy.

§ February 1945

Bh Hgs. '+ No ohang . Hgs Co, - (Minus S-4 and Bn Nuintenance) maved

. from BIWISCH to NEIDINGEN (866847) closing in by 1800 hours,

Ron Cos - 18t pltn remained in WINTERSPEIT with C Co. One seotion af
Pioneers attached to B Co, H;s, 2nd and 3rd pltns left BIWISCH clos~
ing in by 1330 hours et GALHAUSEN (851854). A Co. - At 0930 hours,
Company moved from BIWISCH to WINTERSPELT olosing in by 1115 hours.
Rear CP moved to HEMMERES. Company in readiness to move in attack
with 357th Inf. B Co., - CP at BOURG-REULAND. Firing pltns moved
with their rgspeotive battalions of 358th Inf. 18t pltn'with 2nd Ba
and 2nd pltn with 3rd Bn; 3rd pltn with 1lst Bn. 1st and 3rd pltns
meved into BRANDSCHEID. 2nd pltn moved into BLEIALF. All pltns
received mortar, artillery and nebelwerfer fire during the day.
C Cos - Approximately 0530 hours, lst, 2nd and 3rd pltns in support
of 3rd, 2nd end 1st Bns, 35%th Inr. reSpectively, pushed off in the
attack and by 2400 hours succeeded in taking and reaohing the town
of HABSCHEID. 2nd pltn fired on various pillboxes, destroyimg four
of them. Pltn elso placed fire on suspected open MG positions,
Pltn received some direot AT fire but were unable to locate gun
which apparently was neutralized by edvancing infantry. XEhemy
artillery and mortar fire extremely heavy in HABSCEEID.

Weather, cool and rainy.

Bn Hqs {Fwd CP) moved to URB, GERMANY, from BIWISCH, olosing in by o
1300 hoursa. Distance travelled 23-pilea. Hqs Co. - Battalion -
meintenance and S~4 seotions moved end closed in with company at
NEIDINGEN:, Ren Co., - No change. A Co. = At 0830 hours,; the rear

CP moved to WINTERSPELT. 2nd pltn lccated in WINTERSPELT. 1st pltn

in. pOSithﬂ at HABSCHEID received mortar and artillery fire during

the night end day. At 1845 hours, they moved end went, inta posi-

tion at 97307680 with the forward company of 3rd Ban, 357th Inf.

At 0930 hourb, 3rd pltn moved to 95707760 to dover the advahoe of

some tanks who were noving forwerd to help the infantry who were

heving trouble with dug-in Jerriess At 1900 hours moved to posi-

of BRANDSCHEID to support infentry in attack on plllboxss. Several
pillboxes were teken under fire and one was destroyed for sure, .
others probatle. One M1O hit mine which blew off the track, then -wes
hit by enemy bazooka fire. The 3" gun would not traverse and the
MG disabled by the bazooka round. There was no friendly infentry
around and German infentyy wes o6losing in on the vehicle from three
sides, and the crew was forced to sbandon it under heevy enemy small
arms firei The TD was destroyed by another M10. No casualties.:
At 0900 hours, the °nd pltn meved to 994822, No sotion. Reoceived e
lot of artillery fire. At 1900 hours, pltn moved into BRANDSCHEID.
3rd pltn moved into the outskirts of BRANDSCHEID end shot at a few
pillboxes. Pltn also underwent enemy artillery and mortar. fire.-
C Co« = CP plus 1 seetion 3rd pltn in WINTERSFILT. 1st pltn plus '
1 section 3rd pltn at 95307784. 2nd pltn SE of HARSCHEID (938%?700 }e
Infentry continued attack thru HABSCHEID and t0o SEe. Sewveral timés |
they were held up by automatic weapons fire from pillboxes and yeine
forced holises., The TDs were oagllad upon for supporting fire and ‘
effeotively silenced this fire and the infantry was able teo reaoch
the d4vision objective #2. f his objective was not completely
occupied by our troops). At 1130 hours, Pfc Scott was KIA b{ a mop-~
ving

~ tear tres burst while loading thée 3" gun while the TDs were g

supporting fire: Enemy fire of all types heavy 1n HAB
Weather, cold,; ovsrocast.




A 0. -Peyep-Ren-Teteay, @

€ _February 1945 .

Bn Hqs (Fwd OP) and Hgqs Co. - No change. Rén 0o, — Mo ghange.

A Co. - At 0845 hours, one TD from 1st pltn was hit by direot fire
from a tank while trying to get into position. The firet round kit
gun disabling it and wounded the driver., Teo 5 Meye» volunteered tuo
drive TD out of line of fire and wes killed by another round hitting
the TD and three other men were wounded trying to get him out of the
TD. Heavy artillery was falling in erea, wounding Lt. Fielden who
was evaouated., S/5gt Land took charge of platoon. Pltn located et
'97407650. Sgt Ward, 3rd pltn (86507730) captured a pillbox and three:
PSW durihg the morning. At 17230 hours pltn fired 12 rounds HE at
dug-in ¥G's and 5 rounds AP at possible tank. ReSults unknown as
yet. At 1300 hours, 2nd pltn moved to the town of CROBLANGENFELD.

B Co. = The three pltns fired on enemy pillboxes during the day.

A total of 240 rounds of AP and 165 rounds HE were fired destroying
10 pillboxes and 1 AT gun. All pltns reoceived heavy artillery and

morter fire. CP -~ WINTERSCHEID. 1st, 2nd and 3rd pltns - BRANDSCHEID.

C Co. - lst and 3rd pltns inasctive. 2nd pltn giving supporting fire
on pillboxes end gun positions NE of HABSCHEID, Sgts Heppel and
Halloran rcoeived viounds while meking terraig study for possible
movement, in vicinity of 3rd pltn positions.

Weather, c¢old, syoradle rein and snow.

gbfuagl 1945 , S,

Bn Hgs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co, - No change« Ren Co. - CP, 2nd and 3rd
pltns - GALHAUSEN. 1st plta in WINTERSPELT attaohed to C Co.
A Co, - CP and 2nd pltn - HABSCHEID. 1st pltn at 97507650, One
scotion 3rd pltn 97207720 end one seotion at 96507730. 1lst pltn
reoceived heavy artillery, mortar and small arms fire. The TD that .
was hit yesterday was set efire by mortar fire today: 2ad plin
moved to HABSCHEID, at 1230 hours, keady to mfve out with 2nd Bnﬁ d
6
T

357th Ihf. sometime dliring the night. 1st seolion 3rd plta remdi
in positioni “nd section moved forwHrd a short distance:. S/Sgt
Holmes spotted the position frdm where the Gerhahs were f{pipg the
Nebelwerfer, but oould not fire upon it because 359th Infentry wet'e
in llne of fire. B Co. -~ CP, 94408250, WINTERSCHEID. 1lst and 2nd
pltns combined {(total 4 NlOs) 98808070, ERANDBGHEID. At 0800 hours
they moved, out to support 2nd Bn, 3568th Inf. One 10 burned out one
motor and hed to withdraw. Another ¥10 hit e mine snd had & track
blown off. Remsining two TDs fired upon some plllboxes destroying
5 plllboxes. They returned to BRANDSCHEID to refuel and rearm. At
1700 hours, these two TDs moved out again in support of 3rd Bn in an
attack to the SE. Results unknown as yet. 3rd pltn continued in
support of lst Bn. firing upon pillboxes, at pointblank range (15 to
25 yards) and psnetration wes achieved usuelly with 4 or 5 rounds of
AP. A total of 32 pillboxes were destroyed. Total for the company:
37 pillboxes and 22 NGs. (This figure includes some of the pillboxes
'3 yesterday). At 1500 hours, 3rd pltn returned to BRANDSCHEID.
c Co. = At 1300 hours, 2nd pltn with 2nd Bn, 359th lnf. reverted to
Division reserve snd assemdbled in BLEIALF. haemy artillery and mor-
ter fire was light during the day, but increaesed durimg the hours of

darkness. CP and 18t Rcn plta a wIN”ﬁRSPEnT. lst pltn 95207680 and .

94907770« 3rd pltn, 1 gun at 95807660 end 2 guns at 95507620.
Weather, cold, rain and snow.

10 Febdbruary 1945

Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co. - No change. Ren Co. ~ No change,

A Co. = All pltns remained in position, 1st pltn reoecived two rounds
direot fire very close to one TD. At daylight, pltn leader is moving
TD to new position aoross road due east as he thinks enemy knows hia
position. 2nd pltn recelved six barrages of Nedbelwerfer fire during

night. 3rd pltn position quist. Fired 3 rounds iliuyminating shells
at request of infantry. No other changes, B Cos« = The two MlOs of - -

the 1st end 2nd pltns were ocombined into ope section and advanced in
the morning in support of 3rd Bn, 358th Inf. This seotion adveneed
to high ground at 006782 vwhere they received very heavy artillery .

i

-4-



http:V1INTERSCHF..ID
http:terrai.J1
http:JINTERS.-cHE.ID

’ . - !
.
v i ?
’ i ’
, .

e~eau-!b;.ndz-nar-!-A.L

and mortar fire. At 1400 hours received heavy fire from enemy tenks. %
One TD hit several times - damage unknown. One man LWA. 1st pitnm §
TD fired end KO'd two of the tenks which turned out to be Tiger

Royals, driving off the attaok. At 0830 3rd pltn moved out with 1lst

Bh, 3setn Inf: to position 99577 where they were pinned down by direot

o fire.,, not being aple to move forward or backward, for the balance of

the day. At dusk they received a lot of very close dircet fire from
their left, C Co, = No astivity. No chenge. One EN LWA, hit by
debris when neerby pillbox blasted by the Engineers.l

- Veather, cold. Snow.

1.'11 February 1945

o
.

Bn Hgs (FWd CP) and Hqs Co, -~ No change. Ren Co. - 3rd pltn end

~ .Pioneer pltn repaired road leading into the Bn CP. Other pltns no

. ‘chenge. A Co. - No change in positions. 1st pltn encountered some

."-smell arms fire during night. At 1830 hours, 1 section of the 1lst
“Ron pltn moved to lst pltn position to help out as security. No
~other g¢hanges, B Co, - (Additicnel informastion for 10 February 1945~

~ Bn Has (Fwd CP)} Has Co. and Ren Co. = No.chenge. A.Cos = 1St pltn
,-'the day. Are alsrted to move back to WINTERSPELT to rear CP around

“to positions -~ 1 section 98607555 and 2nd seotion 95607530 with one

‘in both legss . Permission was obtained from 1st Bn, 358th Inf. %o
withdraw the section to BRANDSCHEID. The 3 Ml@s of 3rd pltn rehained
“in sanme position througheut the day and night. Reoelved artillery s
- mortar fire, At 1800 hours three crews of 2nd pltn relieved the 3rd

;formed maifitenance and general cleaning.

1st pltn KO'd 2 AT guns, 5 plllboxes and 2 MGS.) No change in
position., .1st and 3rd pltns received direct fire, ertillsry firehnd

_mortar fire during the day. Two officers and two EM .received slight
wounds .but were not evecueted, - C Co. - No change in pesitions.
-3rd pltn reoeliving heavy srtillery and mortar fire. -No sther chenges,

Weather, oold, snow end rain.

12 Februsry 1945 | : T ‘, o

remained in position. Received intermittent mortar fire throughout

0200 13 February. 2nd pltn moved to new positions at (1 TD 93007550,
2 TDs at 92507650) to be in defense. * At 1815 hours, 3rd pltn moved

section each from lst Ron pltn. B Co. - 18t pltn in seme position,
reoceived heavy indirect fire. One EM killed and pltn leeder woundad

pltn crews. These three M10s will ‘be called the-2nd pltn: until fur-
ther notiee. 'C Co. - All pltns assembled in WINTERSPELT at 0800 hrs,
and prooeeded to AUEL, being in réserve with 359th lnf. Gompaqy.per~ N

eather, cold. ‘ .

13 February 1945

Bn Hys (Fwd GP) end Hgs Co. - No change. Ron Co, - Bgs pltn moved o

from CALHAUSEN to URB. 1st pltn at WINTERSPELT.Teoconnoitered roads

NE. from HABSCHEID to BRANDSCHEID at 1600 hours. 2nd pltn with 4 Co. -

has one section each with eaoh seotion of 3rd pltn A Co, - 3rd pltn

with Ploneers. repaired roed leeding from highwey to Bn Hgqs at URB.

A Coe - No ohange in positions. 2nd and 3rd pltns reoelved some e

direet fire at their positions. No other changese B Co. - 1st pltn

remeal ned in BRANDSCHE.ID. At dawn 14 February. pltn is o move to . .

HABSCHEID to Jain 2rd Bn, 366th Ipf. " 2pd pitn ;emaipeq 18 agme posly.

tien. Reqeue sporadie artillery fire during the ga Cqy = No .
phange QQmpany ¢0nt1ndeq to. verform mptor mela enanoe and general
1eaning . . _
Weather, oold, eloudy and rain. .. . B N

14 Te bruagx 1945

Bn Hqs ‘(Fwd CP) and Has Cos = No - change. Ron Co. - Hqs and 3rd pltn
made Saelvage drive in ares ocoupied by Kon and Bn Hqs - buried deed
cows:,, horses, ste., '1st pltn relieved of ettachment with C Co. and .
moved from NINTERSPELE to URB at 1600 hours. 2nd pltn remainedlwith
B Co,’ Pioneers attaehed returned to compeny &t URB. No other
ohangss. TR . . '
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A Co. - Rear CP moved to HECKHUSCHEID. 1lst pltn remeined in WINTER-
SPEIT. 2nd pltn moved one TP further down roed in position with 3
tanks. The other two remeained in seme position. 3rd pltn with 2nd
Ron pltn remeined in same position. 2nd and 3rd pltns reoeived
artillery and mortar fire. B Co. - At 0730 houra, 1lst pltn moved
from BRANDSCFEID to HARSCHEID to support 3rd Bn, 358th Inf. and went
into the following positions, 958775. 2nd pltn remained in position.
Scotor very quiet. C Co. = No change. Reémained in reserve. Compayy
continued merforming meintenance, and correoting acorued defioiencies
in signal and ordnance equipment.

Weather, warm, clear.

15 February 1945

Bn Hgs (Fwd CP), Hus Co. and Ron Co. - No change. A 8o. - All pltns
remaeined in same positions. Heavy artillery fire was received at
2nd and 3rd pltn positions. B Cae. - 2nd pltn relieved by 3rd pltn,
No other changes. € Co. - No change. Continued nerforming motor
meintenancs.

Weather, clear. : . i
At 1530 hours, Colonel SPIESS, Battalion Commander, presented
11 Bronze Stars, 1 Oak Leaf Giuster to Bronze Star, 1 Purple Hesart
end 1 Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Reart to Officers and EM of this
battalion.

IR LT SRR
37 e .
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lﬁ_Eebruary 1945 *f*QJ’V?ﬂffﬂ**” N REERE

 Bn Hqs (mwd CP), Hqs Co. and Ren Co. - No change. A Co. - Onme TD

of 2nd pltn left HECKHUSCHEID and moved 2000 yards South (93507520)
with another TD of 2nd pltn, Othey pltns remained in same position.
B Cos ~ Situation remained unchenged at both platoon positions.

_.Received somg.pehelwarfgr, fire during the night. C Co. -~ No change.
4t 1415 houra; Na ajor Gene;eﬁ Rooks, 90t Plyision Commandsr, pre-

soented the Silver Star. Awerd to'Lt, Phillips, Lt. MoMahon Sgt
Rayburn, Pfo Lajénusse and Pfo 'Clayton st the BSeth Inf,. é?
Yeather, clear, warmer.

17 February 1945

Bn Hgs (Pwd CP) and Hqs Co. - No change. Ren Co. - 2nd pltn re-
licved of attaohment from A Co. and returned to eompany oontrol at
URB, Compeny assemblsd oomplate in URB. 18t and 3rd pltas performed

‘maintenance. A Co. - Company assgembled complete in WINTERSPELT by

1645 hours. No other changes. B Co. - No chenge in positionms,
CP, CKROFLANGENFELD 943811; 1st pltn 965773, 2nd pltn BRANDSCHEID
987809, 3rd pltn 99376Y. 3rd pltn triled to start motors of M1lOs
about 1800 hours and drew direct fires C Co. - CP at WALMERATH .
(908810). By 1400 hours platoons were in following positions:
1st Pltn HECKUSCHEID 920767, atochd to 3rd Ban, 359th 1Inf; 2nd pltn
HOLLNICH 957768, atchd to 2nd Bn, 359th Inf; 3rd pltn EIGELSCHEID
981797, atehd to lst Bn, 359th Inf. Company prepared to Jjump off in
attack in the eerly morning hour.

Weather cloudy.

18 Februery 1945

Bn Hgs (Fwd CP) and Hqs Co. =~ No change. Ron Co. - Hqs, 2nd and 3rd
pltns remained inactive in URB. 1st pltn attached to C Co, Left
URB at 0830. Pltn remained in WINTERSPELT all day, 1lst scction
returning to URB at 1700 hours, ”nd seotion remaining in WINTERSPELT,

A Co, - No change. Company in reserve in WINTERSPELT and performing o

meintenance of vehicles., B Co., - CP no change. 1lst pltn moved to
position 8 of HERNACH (973763) at 0600 hours. Atteohed to 2nd Bn,
358th Inf. No activity but reeeived srtillery fire gt this position.
2nd pltn took over 3rd pltn vehicles at BRANDSCHEID anproximately
1200 hours., ©Pltn moved to HABSCHEID to join 3rd Bn in attack on
VASTBORN. Pltn egain moved to vioinity of 965745 where they re-
celved heavy enemy artillery fire, At 1900 hours pltn moved inte
MASTBORN without op goaitton tpd Pedaingdsthere for the night. i@u
1n the morning the rd pltn aau ted tl lat an %n oieanj,gg qut. M

i RS
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" 3rd pltn NEIDER UTTFELD (942718). 2nd pltn st CP, inactive,

& o @
Tl .

Ow O-Nul,? -B'-!J-N-nﬂﬂ! ohnd,
18 Febdbruary 1945 Continuedl

pillboxas, in vicinity of 995762, taking two pillboxes and 30 PsW,.
Pltr received some direect fire, no TDs hit and only oné Gesualty. .
Pltn relieved at 1100 hours and returned to BRANDSCHEID. '
C Cos = 18t and 2nd pltns in support of 3rd Bn and 2nd .Bn .350th Iaf.
respeotively, Jumped off at approximetely 0430 hours, moving to 18t
pltn - 935749 and 2nd pltn -~ 938743. 3rd pltn in support of lst Bn
left EIGEISCHEID at 0900 hours, procecded toc HOLLNICH and at 1600'hrs
occupled position 953753. At 1300 hours, CP moved to HECKHUSCHEID.
weather, cloudy, mist, rain. :

19 Fedbruary 1945

Bn Hys (Fwd CP), Hqs Co. and Ren Cu. - No change. A Co. - At 1000
hours, all pltns alerted to move with their respective battalions.
1st pltn in support of 3rd Bn, 3rd pltn in support of 2nd Bn, ‘and
2nd pltn with lst Bn. Pltn locations as follows: 1st pltn 93907410;
2nd pltn NEIDER UTTFELD (94207180); 3rd pltn 93007650. Pltns re-
meined in readiness to move with the infantry. 2nd pltn received
some artillery fire., At 1600 hours 2nd pltn fired 6 rounds HE and
silenced a 20mm gun. B Co. -~ At 0800 hours, 1lst pltn moved to posi-
tion 97707640 taking up an anti-tank position. 2nd pltn, no ochange.
Recelved some artillery and mortar fire during the day. € Co. - No
change in position. At 1700 hours, 3rd pltn KO'd one 20mm AA gun.
Weather, cleear.

20 February 1945

Bn Hgs (FPwd CP), Hys Co, and Ren Co. - No change. A Co. = At 1730
hours, lst pltn moved with the 3rd Bn, 357th Inf. to 941Q7190. 2nd
pltn in position at 94107190 received artillery fire during the day.
At 1600 hours one TD was moved to 94707170. 3rd pltn remained in
position. No other changes. B Ce. - At 1400 hours, lst pltn was
released and moved to BRANDSCHEID. 2nd pltn, no change. C Co. =18%
and 3rd pltns advenced in & series of bounds with 1st pltn going to
position 955717 and 3rd pltn 964719 and 95857118. 1st and 3rd pltns
received several barreges of enemy artillery. 2nd pltn, no change.
Weather, cloudy. ,

21 February 1945

Bn Hgqs (Fwd CP) moved from URB to LEIDENBORN (92757130) closing in
by 1700 hours. Distance travelled ll-miles. Hqs Co. -~ No change.
Ren Co. -~ Hqs, °nd and 3rd pltns moved from URB to NEIDER UTTFELD.
Co. CP set up in house &t 928717. At 1100 hours Pioneer pltn swepf-
road from 9317040 to town of BINSCHEID and main road running through
town to 939693, 9 mines removed from road. 1st plth relleved from
C Co. and returned to company. No other ohanges. A Co. - CP, no
change. At 1400 hours, 1st pltn fired upon and ¥0'd one 88 AT gun.
2nd pltn moved forward 1l000-yerds from NEIDER UTTFELD. 18t and 2nd _
pltns received some artillery fire during the day. 3rd pltn located
at 95507260 are to move out in & night attack in the viocinity of
97206980, B Co. - lst pltn moved to HABSCHEID to Jjoin 3rd Bn, 358th
Inf. arriving at 1615 hours - moving with infantry in attack to
vicinity of BINSCHEID. At 1300 hours, 2nd pltn was relieved in
MASTHORN and returned to BLEIALF. TDs were turned over to 3rd pltn
and were immediately aslerted to move out with 1st Bn, 358th Inf. No -
other changes. C Co. ~ CP, No change (932728). 1lst and 3rd pltns ,
ohanged positions -~ 1st pltn 1 section STRICHKSCHEID, 1 seotion 968723,

TF SPIESS was organlized as of 212400A February 1945 by FO #34, %
90th Inf. Div. It consisted of the followlng elements: Bn Hqs, 7934
TD Ban; Ren Co, 7734 TD Bn, 3rd pltn, Company C, 773d TD Bn; 90th Reg
Troop, Company D, 712th Tank Bn; one pltn COmpany B, 315th Englnecers. -
The following were attached to-the Task Porce: One Co. {(-) 602mnd TD
Bn; AT Co., 358th Inf. The TY was attached to the 358th Inf. with
the mission to proteot the right flank of the 90th Div. as j¢ pushed
South and East to reduce the enemy saslient between the QUR nnd PROY
Rivers. TF SPIESS was given Tive dominant hilltops -
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21 February 1945 Continued)

. 8, Elll 518, due E of REIFF. b. Hill 543, 938667. g. Hill South of
ZRSFEID 941656, d. High srounH'East of NEURATH. €. High ground East
of EILBACH, and Tater, as the div131on progressed, were given five
other similar terrain features -~ £. ALFERHOF. g. UPERSHAUSEN,

h. BERKOTH. i. High ground PHILIFPEWEILER, to ta e and hold,

Weather, clear.

22 February 1945,

Hqs Co. - No change. Co. A - CP located at NEIDER USTFELD. 18t pltn
moved from OBER UTTFELD to 864985 and at 1830 hours moved to 9678680.
At 1400 hours, 2nd pltn moved to 960698. 3rd pltn moved out st 1600
hours and knocked out 2 enemy tanks at 98006845 at a range of 1500
yards. Fired upon another tank, hitting it twice but no damage, and
tank withdrew, At 2000 hours, pltn moved to 97006895. B Co, ~ CP at
GROSSLANGENFELD. 18t pltn left at 0900 for ARZF¥ELD, attached to 3rd
Bn, 358th Inf. While moving into the town, nltn KO0'd 3 SPs, 1 truck
end 1 helftracke. Balance of day spent setting up anti-tank defenses
3rd pltn with B Company. 1st Bn, 358th Inf. advanced to ARZFELD meet~
ing no action. No other changes. C Co. - CP moved to NEIDER UTTFELD
at 1100 hourS. At 1900 hours, one section of 1lst pltn at 968723

moved to STRICKSCHEID joining other section. - At 2330 hours, 2nd plta
moved to a position of readiness Rast of NEIDER UTTFELD (963717).

3rd pltn with TP SPIESS. A

TF SPIESS attacked at 0700 to secure objeoctives A and B, 1st pltn
Ren Co., 7734 TD Bn, 1 pltn 712th Tks, 1 teection (1 gun) of 3rd pltn
Company C, 773rd TD Bn, and C Company, 358th Infantry, were ordered
to taks objeotive A. An officer PsW picked up by Ron Pioneer pltn
about 0100 as they swept the road running South in BINSCHEID, had
revealed to Captaln Furst that HLll A was to be an enemy strongpoint.
His information was proven to be correct. The attacking forode wes
pinned down by morter and direet fire., The steep, bare hill was
finelly taken at 1400 hours by flanking it from the South as the
ermored ocers moved in from the North. 72 PsW were taken; 18 enemy
were killed and four SP guns, 1 Merk IV tank.and 1 mortar were capt-
ured, During the aday, BINSCHEID received 88mm flat trajectory fire,
105me artillery and 120mm mortar. There were two direct hits on the
CP of C Compeny, 258th Infantry. 2nd pltn of Ren Comneny, 773rd 2D
Bn and 1 secotion of 3rd pltn C Company, 773rd TD Bn were ordered to
move on from BINSCHEID to take objective B ebout 0900 by bypessing
objeoctive A to the East. This was teken, meeting moderate resistancs,
at 1020. The 3rd pltn of Reconnaissance Company, 773rd TD Bn moved
from BINCCHEID at 1030 hours to teke objJective C. This pltn was re-

inforced by the 2nd pltn and 1 section of TDs that had teken odlective

B; these elements having been relieved by one pltn each of 90th Ron
Troop and Compaeny D, 712th Tk Ba. Since the 90th Rcn Troop and
Company D, 712th Tk Bn had been committed for several deys, the TF
oommander used fresh elements of his own battelion to teke objectives
and then held them with the other troops. Objeoctive C was taken at
1315, Morter and HV fire foroed the troops to ocoupy the northern
slde of the hill. Occupying this hill blocked one escape route of
the enemy who were being pushed back by the 6th Armored Division end
1lth Armored Division from the Eest. A minefield was leld meross
this main road. At 1815 hours the TDs were replsced by the lst pltn
of AT oompeny, 358th Infantry, and they were moved into ARZFELD.

One section of the 50th Ren Troop was maintaining phyalocel contaot
with the 11th Apmored Divison on the right as they moved to take the
division's objective. At 2145 a force consisting of ¢ Ccmpany, 358th.
Infantry, 3rd pltn C Cowpany, 773rd TD Baplst pltn Ron Compeny, 773rd
TD Bn moved from ARZFELD to take NEURATH and the high ground over-
looking it. (Objective D). The 1lst pltn of Ron Co. 773rd TD Bn had
previously been relieved on ObJective As

Bn Hqs (Fwd CP) moved to BINSCHEID (P936696) cloaxng in by 1500 hours.

Distanee travellied lé—miles.
Weether, clear.
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- Lt. Colonel SPIESS reoceived word from Hq, 358th Infentry, that bownd-

23 Feb:ua:y~1945

Hq Ce. = NO change. A Cos = At 1700 hours, lst pltn moved to MANDER-
SCHEID (008678). At 1600 hours, the °nd pltn mpved to LAMPERATH
{002662)s At 0700 hours a TD of the 3rd pltn hit a mine in the town
of ILCHTENBORN« One EM LWA. At 1900 hours, the 3rd »ltn moved to
KOFSCHEID (995687)., S/Sgt Land went on a reéonnaigsence up front
with the infentry and spotted four enemy tanks. JInfentry had no
bazookas end the tenks withdrew before Sgt Land oould get the TDs into
position to fire upon them. At 1800 hours, the 2nd pltn fired upon
and KO'd e Merk VI tank. B Co. - At 0730 the 1lst pltn jumped off
with 3rd Bn, 358th Infantry in etteck on KRAUTSCHEID asnd the town was
teken by 1200 hours, Pltrn KO'd one dMark VI tenk and two SPs outside
of ths town. Pltn remeined in position at 996638, At 0100 hours,
the 3rd pltn moved to 971651 and at 0730 the pltn jumped off with the
l1st Bn, 356th Inf. in en sttack and took the town of HALZCHEN, moving
on into position 997657. At 1100 hours, CP moved from GROSSLANGEN=-
FELD olosing in at ARZFELD by 1400 hours. ¢ Co. - CP, no eéhahge.

The 1st and 2nd pltns, no change, remeined inactive. 3rd pltn
atteched to TF SPIESS., :

TF SPIESS - At 0205 the objeotive wes taken. (Objective D) Only
moderate resistance was met. 21 prisoners were taken and two AT guns
captured. Colonel BEZLKE, CO, 3584h Infantry, hed called @olonel ,
SPIESS at 21085 and ordered him not to move on to objeotive E until so
ordered, He was waiting until the 357th Infantry on his left came ap
tbreestes At 0630 hours, the TF moved out to take objeetive E. 4t
1910 objective E was taken by onhe pltn of 90th Ron Troop and one pltn
of 6¢2nd TD Bn. 15 PsW were taken: VWhen this wes reported to the
regimental oommender, he ordered the TF to take objeotives F and G.
The TF ocommander decided that it would be neoccssary to elear the towns
of AMMELDINGEN, IMMELBAUM and PLASCHEID as he moved to take objeotives
F and G, 1lst Bn, 359th Infentry was attached to 358th Infantry with
the mission of ocoupying the objeotive that TF SPIESS hed taken.

This enabled the TF oommander to move his units ahead to teke further a
objeotives. During the morning the town of IVMMELBAUM and AMMELDINGEN B
were cleared, One 20mm morter and 18 PsW were teken. 3rd plta, '
C Company, 773vxd TD Bn, and one pltn of 90th Ren Troop moved from
HEILBASH to take objeotlve F. This aotion was completed by 1355 hrs,

The town of PLASCHEID was also cleared, This atteok wes preceded by

a heavy preparation fire by 274th irmored Fi Bn which was supporting

the TP. 15 PsW were taken. The TDs kno9ked out one Merk IV tank

that was firing into PL;SCHFID. Then they were put into position to

cover the highway running into KRAUTSCHEID. At 1420 hours, unknown
aumber of enemy tenks and one pltn of infantry were reported in
UPPERHAUSEN whioch was objJeotive G. It was decided to take G and B

at the seme time. The 3rd pltn of Rdn Company, 773rd TD Bn end one

pltn of €02nd TD Bn and one seeotion 712th Tk Bn moved at 1600 hours

to. take G from the West;and 2nd pltn of Ren Company, 773rd TD Bn, one

pltn of light taenks to teke H from the North. G wes taken at 1830
ylelding six PsW and about 10 killed. H waes taken at 1900 hours,

meeting no resistance, although 11 PsW were tcken. By 1930 hours,

& pltn of 602nd TD Bn had been moved to dover H and the orossroad N. o
of H. During the afternoon the AT compeny hcd moved its gunB to B
IMVELBAUM, AMMELDINGEN, and PLASCHEID, covering roasds to the Southid .
Minefields were set up. in these areas by the Pioneer pltn of Ren Co.,
773rd TD Bn, and the pltn of Company B, 315th Engineers. At 2000 hrs

arlies had been changed. Instruotions were, not to teke objectives 1
and J, but merely to teke the high ground SE of RINGHUSCHEID.

Bn Hq {Fwd CP) moved to NEUR/TH (P946646) closing in by 1300 hours.
Distance travelled 5.3 miles. :
Weather, clear.

f

24 pebrusry 1945

Hq Coe, ~ no chenges A Cos. = At 1800 hours, the lst pltn went into
reserve in LITCHENBORN with 3rd Bn, 357th Infentry. At 1600 hours,
the 2nd pltn went into reserve st HINSCHEID with 2nd Ban, 367th Inf.
3rd pltn remained in KOPSCHEID. Reocelved light enemy ertillery fire.
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B Co. -~ Rear Cp and 2nd pltn moved to /ZRZFELD with the Pw& CP. The -
1lst pltn attacked with infantry at 0800 hours reaching finsl obje otive
(L003651) et 1030 hours. 1 GP vehicle KO'd, 3rd pltn at L002658
remeined in position throughout the day. C Co. - 1st pltn in
STRICKSCHEID received harrassing artillery fire. At 0600 hours, one
section, °nd pltn moved into EUSCHEID. Recelved some artillery fire
during the dey. 3rd pltn with TF SPIESS.

TF SPIESS ~ During the morning one pltn 90th Ron Troop end ome pltn
Compeny A, 602nd TD Bn bloocked roads leeding SE from RINGHUSCHEID.
During the efternoon C Compeny, 358th lnfantry was transported to an
assembly aree vicinity RINGHUSCHEID by the vehicles of the TF SPIESS
hcadquarters. At 1300 hours, the pltn of TDs and the Ren pltan, and
C Compeny moved onto the high ground SE of RINGHUSCHEID overlooking
PHILLIPPSWEILER and the town of ROLLERSDORF without ovposition,
Patrols cleared the town of SUPPERSSEIFEN durirg the evening.
Captein Brown, C Co. 358th Inf., renorted troops =nd vehicles moving
in PHILLIPPSWEILER and by 2220 hours 105mm, 15Zmm snd 240mm fire was
brought on the town. By 2300 hours, another fire mission was come
pleted on LUPPERTSSELIFEN which e ffecotively silenced activities obser-

"ved there, Throughout the night enemy movement was heard on the Eest

side of T_PRILLIPPSWEILER but could not be ohserpved.,

Bn Hq (Fwd 6P) moved to KRALUTSCHEID (P995635) closing inh by 1700 hours, —

Distence travelled S-miles,
Westher, mild and sunny.

25 Pelruery 1945

Bn lgs (Fwd CP) end Hgs Co. - No change. Ron Co. =~ At 1300 hours,
Compeny moved to bivouac erea in woods (943795) and set up cemp.

%4 Co, - CP 2nd 1st pltn, LICHIENBORN. 2nd pltn BINSCHEID: 3rd pltn
moved out of KOPSCHEID at 2000 hours and assembled in LICHTENBORN,
all pltns awaiting orders to move. B Co. - CP, LRZFELD.- At 1700
hours thé lst and 3rd pltns relieved, 1st pltn spent the night in
KR,.UTSCHELD, 3rd pltn returned to ~RZFELD, C Co, «~ Company relieved
by elements of the 6th Cavalry aend 603rd TD Bn. «at 2100 hours the
lst pltn returned to company CP. ”nd section, 2nd pltn relieved but
remained in position until following morning. ,

During the day the Battclion along with TF SFIESS was relieved by
the 6th Cavalry Group. TF SPFILSS was relieved at 2153 hours,
Major Genersl ROOKS, 96th Division Commander, celled &t, Colonel SPIESS
and commended him on the cxcellent performance of his Tesk Foroe,

Following towns gnd sequipment were taken by TF SPIESS: KICKESHAUSEN,
NEUR.TH, IMMELB.UM, AMMELDINGEN, HEILBASH, ~LFERHOF, PLASCHEID,
UPFERHAUSEN, BERKOTH, HEINISCHSRIFEN, HAUSM.NNSDELL, HEHN SEJI FEN,
INMEISEELL, ROLLERSDORF, KOPFSCHEN and LUPPERTSSEIFEN.

4 SPs, 1 Mark IV tank, 2 AT guns (75mm), 2 150mm guns, 4 search-
lights with genherstors in good condition, 11 thet had been previously
KO'd. 30 MGs, #26, still in cosmoline with spare parts, 178 PsW,

Weather, oold, overoast and rainy.

268 Februagg }945

Hq Co. ~ No chonge. Battalion (less Hq Company) moved from its
several locations to bivscac area in woods et 9457938 olosing in by
1500 hours, Bn Hq {Fwd CP) moved from KRAUTSCHEID to the woods,
then moved on to HARSIPELT (884723) closing in by 1800 hours,
Distance travelled 28-miles.

Weather, tloudy, rainy end cold,

27 Februory 1945 ) o ,
Hq Coe. -‘No chehge. Still located in NEIDINGEN. Bn Hq (Fwd CP) iﬁ?ﬂ

moved from HiRSTPELT to the woods 945738 olosing in by 10CO hours. =«

Distonce travelled 10-miles.
~10~
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27 Februery 1945 Continued]

nll companies performing motor and persannel meintenonce.
Weather, oloudy end cold.

411 companies gontinued to perform motor and 3cr30nnel maintenanoe .
heather, cloudy end cold.

This concludes operetions for the period,

DISTRI BUTION:
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" ®UBEET L. MOORE
1\\“.8 j or 3 FA. . ’
acticz Bn Commander.
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