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SUBJEOT 1 After Action Repory, Parl Ho. L {(Cperations)

70 t OGommending Gensrsl, Mklérmtry Division, 470 W, Vs Army.

After uearly efight months of continuous cosbat employment with the
Third US Army, biginning with the comusncsseny of the drive across France end
torminating with the capture of Ludwigshafen cm the Rhine River, the Battalion
was at the slose of the previous period, euroute to an ssasnbly ares in the
sone of the XXIT Corps of the Fifteenih US Army, heving bdeen easigued to the

Pifteenth US Army, sttached to the IXIY Corps and further stteched to the~ 7

$4%h Infantry Division om 28 ¥arsh §ms.
. {

On 1 April 1948, prior te daylight, the bulk of the Battalion =
olosed intko ssseably ares st Huls, Jermany, and at noon wes sttached to

the 94th Inf. Div. Artillery and ordered to make reconneissance for posie S

tione in which to perform secondary mission, positions to be ocsupied on
Division Artillery orders, probably on or shout 4 April 1B, Except for
reconnaissance partles the resmeinder of the Battalion epant the day in thw .
orgenisetion of the new leeatiom, 1sstalling oommmnications, eto. :

. On ¥ and 3 Apri) 1945, adleoted gun positions were organized for
oequpation ¢n Géth Diviefon Artillery oxders. The reminder of 4w Battalion
gontinued mintenancs and nh_ubﬂi&t{;m of persemnel and equipment.

‘ Ou 4 April 1948, Ceupanies A" wnd "C" sooupied previouwsly recon~
noitored and prepared positions. MAX "A" at A2612, Company "C" at AR498.
The Battalion, less Companies "4" aud. "C" was given the wnission of organising
and govarning the losality of luls, Germeny. Revonueissance Company was
e saigned the mission of petrolling the ares of responsibility continuougly

- day sand night,

OB & April 1948, Company “A" was ordered to relnfores the fires of
the 301st PA Dattslion and Company "0 wam ordered to reinforos the fires of
the 358th FA Battalion. Both Compenies "A" mnd "C" nade an sttempt at regis-

. Sratlon but wore unsucosssful beaause poor visibility rendersd observation of

bursta impossible. During the afterncon Company “0" moved one (1) zun o
direot firing position on the wont bankc of the Rhine River in the vicinity of
Hisrat aud fired twe missions, one on'a ohursh steeple, used as an enemy OP,
end ons on vater tenk used as enemy OF and mechine gun position. Results were
that both targets wore destroyed. Ammunition expenditure wasy 42 rounds KE
{9Cem). The remainder of the Battelion continusd patroliing snd relwbiiitetion
of perscnnel and eguipment. : o _

y TA" fired fourteen (14) misaton, ca 6 April 1945, one (1)
registration and thirteen (13) harrassing uacbserved on targets enat of the
Rhine River im the western pordion of the Ruhy pookst in the vieinity of .
Dusesldorf. Anmumition empendeds; 104 rounds 90mm HE. Company "C" fuiled to

five and spent the day in oare and pleaning of egquipment and meteriel. The
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' remainder of the Battelion eoutinued patrolling and rehabilitation of persennel
_and oquipment., A ‘ § ' ’ '

/ On ¥ April 1545, Oompany "A" fired ssventeon {17) harressing missions
usobgerved and two (£) cbserved minsivns, destroylng one (1} enemy maghine
g, expanding 76 rounds of S0mm HE. Company "B¥ gagt fired three (3) new
deatroyers, W36, from positions on the west bank of the Rhine River nenr

 Mierst. Targsts used for test firing were five (5) reported enexy xachine

gun nests.  One enomy mmohine gun was destroyed and others probably an?ﬁy&d.

. Bxpenditure of amnuaition: 40 rounde, 90w HR. Company "3 fired four

unobserved harrissing missions, expending $8 rounde 90me HE.. Reoonnaissunos

Company comtinued putrolling wrem of responsibility. L

On & April 1045, Reconnalssanes Company continued patrulling in sone.
Compeny "0" fired twelve (12} waobserved harrassing missions, expanding 183
rounds, 90mm HE. The remminder of the Iuttalios was sngaged in training snd
rehabilitation. i »

on ¥ April 1945, Regounaiseanss Compiny soztinued patrelling in sone.
Company "A" fired twonty-six (26) unobgerved harrassing missions exponding

104 rounds 9Oms HE. Oompany "O" fired nine (§) uncbserved harmssing »iaaions

 empending 106 rounds 90un HE. The repalnder of the Battalion initiated traine

 upon relief of Reconualssance Compan ¥

A

ing sshedule on subjects found not upg to desired stasdards during eoubat.

Regomd ssance Ovmgany contimued petrpdling Bettelion sone of respon=
sibllity. Continuing $n support of the J86tRA'FAJattalion, Company "A¥ fired
thirty {ae) unobeerved harrageingmissions sxpending 120 rounds P0mpHE. Compeny -
"ot sontinued to suppors the ire of the 30lst FA Battalion acd during the day
fired fourteen (14) unobserved harrassiug wissions snd one {1) observed mission
on poasible ensmy gun positions with 'oageollcnt results. Ammunition expended,

142 rounds 0w HE.

The following slsoc oasurred duriag 10-11 April 1945 Heeonnaissanse
Compary eontinued patrolling Battalion sons of responsivility. Company '
Pired twenty (20) uncbserved harressing miassions sxpsnding 80 rounds $O0mm RE,
Dompany "C* fired six (6) wasbeerved harrssaing missions expending 68 rounds
90um BE. Compsny "C" wlse sxpended 93 rownde 90mm WE direet fire om bullding '

‘fyom whiah twe evemy SO0mm guns were firing. As a rasult of this fire the

busldings end presumably the enemy guns were destroyed. The remainder of the
Bettalion gontinued treining as presoribed. S S

Gemrany YB®, om 18 April 1946, from position on west bank of Rhine \
Eiver mear Blerst, uweing ooe (1) gun, fired cxo wigxion on & reported &
OP, expending 7 rounds 90ms NE. The enemy OF was destroyed. Cempany ot W
fireduo mivsions during the pericd, Compmuy "C" fired six (6) uncbaerved
harressing missions, sxpending €7 rounds 90wm Hi. Reconuaisgance Company '
acatinued patrolling ia Pattelion some, The remmimder of the Battalion con-
tinued preseriboed tyeining. 3 ‘ '

On 13 April 1546 Reconnaissance Conpany was assigred the mliasion of
patrolling im sone of the let Battmlion, 1st Regiment, Limburg, the north
western protion of the area assigred o the 84th Infentry bivision. QCompeny
"E* was giventhe responsibility of patrolling the village of Huls, Uermany,
éﬁf this mission. .
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Ho firing was done by efther Gonm “4" or Company "C". During the day's

Patrol, Resonnaissance Company epprehended ome oivilism without pass, and

twe (25 sivilians suspected of theft of; U5 Goverunent property. s

On 14 April 1946, at 1600, the Batbelion was relieved of attachwnt to
the 94%h Inf. Diviston drtiliery and réverted te control of Ldth Infasntry Div,
Company “C" fired ten (10) wcbserved harrassing miasions, sxperding 118 rounde
90mz BB, The remainder of the Battalien cctinued patrolling, followmd “traiaing

¥

program, and snforoed military gevermpent in sone. :

‘ | .

On 18 April 1645, Recounaissavos (Company, sontinuing patyolling in aasigued

sone wpprehended twe aiviliens without identiftcation. "A" moved to

assesbly area in the vielnity of St. Hubery, A106104. Company “C" moved to

asgezbly mres iz the vielnity of jon, A100144. At 12008 the Battalion was

. attashed to the 376ih Infantry, $4th afentry Division snd was givem an ares
of approximetely sixty (60) aa\unuiit—te osocupy, organize and govern,

On 15 Aprdl 1945 Reconnalsssnoe b pAny wad attached to the 302nd Infantry
with the mission of msintedning four {4) stutionmery outposts and patrolling
by motor the west bank of the Rhiné opst of Erelfeld. The remaiudor of the Bat~
talion amistalved operstion of motor patrols, continued traiming program and -
ssforesd military government im sssigred sons, Seven (%) oivilians wers appres
hended without proper ‘identificetion.. 8ix (8) of the soven were proven te be
Gorzan soldisrs gud were delivered 'aegtzu 84th Inf. Div. Priscner of War cage.

The Battslion xeintained patrols, {nrarwl nilitery government in somw emd. |-
- ontinved tralning program om 17 4pril 1948. Fine (9) displaced persons at e T
large were pioked up and delivered to Displaced Persons Camp in the vietnity -
of Kempon. . I [
On 18 April 1945 Reconnaissence Company, attached to $88th Fi Battalion,
moved to assembly ares in the wiolnity'of Musehen~Gladbach, O78917. The /o7
remaindor of the Batialion continusd enforoesent of military govermment in
sone, sontinuedmotor petrols and training program. \E

On 19 April 1946 the Batbtalion maintained motor patrels, enforesd ndlitery
goverament in sene snd contizued trining program. Two {2) Prisoners of Wer =
were taken during the pericd. Two (2) displaced persons returned to BP Camp
in the vioinity of Xrsfeld, ‘

From 20 April 1845 o 22 Aprd) 1945 the Battelion oontinusd moter patroly,
and militery govermment in sone. Pive gpuspected Germen soldiers were delivered
te CIC for goreaning. Recommeissence for sultabls sssexdly srea in the vicinity
of Batingen was initiated by all companies. : .

On 23 April 1948 the Buttalion wes attached to the J0let Infantry for movew
ot east of ths Rhine Rivey in She viclnity of Rakingen. The Dattelion ologed
into new ares aud prepured to sooept the repocalbility for apprecimately 150
square uiles of territory north of Dusseldorf, esst of the Rhise River.

Oun 24 April 1948, at 1200, the Battalion sssumd responsibility of milftary - |
govermaent in the ares mostioned above, . All companies mede thureugh veoononiesany |
in respective sones t0 locate snexy troops, abandoned materiel and avaunition and’ |
%o eatablish sultable security gusrds and patrols. , . S e
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On 26 April 10485, the Battelion combinuved militery governwent in the

- assigoed aress Continuwed recomnsissancs revesled: Bridge ot 433760125 mre-

jared for demolition; large amount of explosiwes of mil types ab 4337015, two

iz) trucks 1f ton capsoidy leaded with AT mines b A561062; one (1) 88ma gun
\destroyed) end smmunition a«t 40170521; :88mm Gwn (destroyed) and exammition

et 40620663; turee (8) AL ssarchlights ab 427406001 two (2) food warehouges in
Ratingsn. ZTwelve (12) Prisoners of War were spprehended, all with discharges

dated April, 1648 and were delivered to .the 4tk Div. FWE. 4 house to house seargh
wes initiated. Bixty (60) typhus cases iwere looated in the area at hospital in
Lintref. L

On 28 April 194§, the Battallon m‘éinund ailitary government in zome.
Twenty-Iive (25) ex-msoldiers were appredended and were taken to CIC for soreening
wore determined as Prisoners of War ard sent to the Division PRE. All companies
eatsblished road bloeks for control of ¢lvilisn traffic end bridze gusrds were
get up at oritieal ploces to prevant atSenphts at ssbotege. SBeveral minor onses
of plllaging by displuced persons and forraging for food were reported in
Bettalion areas 172 Priaoners of War were approhended during the day. FPeurteen
exall DP gomps were loonted im Dattalion a rea with estimated population of
3000, rrinoipslly Russians, but repressating all European countries. Arrange~
wonks were zade for opening one large DY ocemy in suiteble site in scutheyn pars
of area withintention of moving all displaced porsons to tiis aves csmp ms soon
a¥ preactigedle. - ‘

On'27 April 1948 the Baitalion ecostinued to police ares dnd enforge
military govsrnmené. 37 PA'e were ap rohouded aud taken te S4th Div, FER. Capt
lum A+ Ingram, Hq., Co, was aprointed Dattalion DP officer aud ordsred ts place
large camp iz operstion as soon as possidbls.

On 28 April 1945 the Battulion sontinued house to house search, police snd
military government of sone. Ko uwnusual happepings. during the day took plade.

The Battzlion sountinued to enforce ﬁlﬁm‘y government in sone on 20 April

1945, 45 Pi'e wore ajprehended end delivered to the 94vh Div. FAE, The Dattalion's

" large DP Canp becams operational and aproximetely 00 DP's were moved by oaptured
vehieles to this area. Approximute strength of this camp estimated et 1500. The
canmp eapaoity estimated at 5000. _ :

On 30 Apri) the Pattelion oontinued ;!:o enforoe militery governwent in somw.
One (1) former Cestape member weg apirehendsd and delivered to CIC. Approximstely
BOG DP's were transported to large LP camp.
4

i

_ CORRAD B, STIROES
Lisutenant Colonel, Infantry
Conmand ing
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77ATR-TANE DESTROTER BATTALION
APO 403 VS ARMY -

: 1 ny 1945
SUBJECT : APter Astiom Report, Part No, 2 (Routine Aetivitics and Data.)

10 t Commnding General, 94%h Iufantry Divisics, APO B4, US Army.
: Atta: Histerisal Offieer. | ’ :

The TT4th Tank Deatroyer Battalion (8P}, organiszed usder provieicns
of T/0 aud k 18-25, dated 15 May 1044, which authorises strength of 38 Officers,
2 Warrsot Officers and 607 Kulidted Nen, has assigned, ag of the end of the
period, 33 Orficers, & Warrant Officer and 604 Enlisted Nem. The Bettalion ia
oommended by Lieutenant Colonsl Gonred B. Sturges, O~262307 snd key offigers
assigned ares ‘ P

Major Edward J. Bellamy 0404605 Babtalion kxes. O

i

Ma Jor ¥ade . Joues 0=347686  Battalion 8-3
Capt Wilbur €. Anderson 018228600 Battalion S=4
lst s, Frank H. ¥o Cartoay ols2z2297 Battalion §~2 and Aeting Adjutent
Capt Joe I. Elliatt O1pR 2283 Batialion Motor Offieer
Cept Garl A, Blsok : 0-378090  Commanding Co. "B"
Capt Lum &, Ingres Jr O-410738 Gomunanding Hq. Oo.
Capt Joseph ¥. Rood 0417338  Commanding Co. "A"
et 1t Lawrenss A, Batterfisld 0-1188898 Commanding Ren. Co,
1st 1t Donald P, Polden 0-1822065 Commandirg Co. "%
Capt Cursen B. Wurdy , o-uj’!eaoa Pattalion Surgeon
During the month of April, 1946, the following swards wore rade in the
wib ~ i
AYARDED 8ILvim BTAR AWARDED BROKZE 8TAR
Mo jor Wade D, Jones Capt Jow 1, Ellioctt
lag Lt Wayme L. Diles . lat 1t Arehie H, Craig
8/ gt Welter Ranttila ist Lt Benry J. Beles jr.
8/8gt  lafayette H. Pellerin 1st 1t §ick D. Dekaria ir,
g Sherman T. Norton 8/8gt  Clauds W. Horme
- 8gt Ewgene 4, Thorn jri ‘ 1st Bgt Joseph P. Juoksom
tpl Earold W. Johmeon (Post) 8/t Erasst J. Bobinsen
1/5 -Jobns D, Blaiy 8gt  Martin J. MeDomough
1/5 Jack E. Feger 8gt  Martin E. Urben
et Orville Owens r}s louls H, Dumon

T/6  Meroel G. Gagnon
Ple gfover {. Feunell
Pfa  Albert A. Rons

Pfo  Robert E. Fries |
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Toe following named Balisted Nes were swarded Bettlefisld Gomaissions
68 & nd Lisutenants during the month of lyu‘ﬂ. 1845

$ud 16,  John J. Pendoley 02015636
Sxd 14 Helps Gs Corisll 02006834
208 & Joseph A. Bogmanai m&
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AEADQUARTERS
TT4TH TANK DESTROYIR BATTALION
APO €03 US ARMY

1 Mey 1946

suﬁ:wr + After Aotiom Report, Fert #3 {Acsomplishuent of Kission of
¥ilitery Govt.) 5
o : Commanding Gemeral, 94th :nt. Usyision, AFO 84, W Army

Attn: Eistorieal Orneor.f

The eastwerd arcesing of iho Rhine RBiver on 24 April) 1045 mrknd
the gloss of setunl combat in the Bwopsan Theater for the Battalion and the
beginning of the oceupation of a h:dly battered and practically defeated
German nation. This new wission, that of oscupying, organizing and governing
s seotion of the industrisl Huhr Valley, once termed the nerve senter of the
German Pmpire, was full of problems whioh no previous training or instrue-
tion hed been glven. 3

£

Asgigned the responsibility for an ares gonteining reughly 150G
square miles, the BDattalion divided the ares into four sectors and assigmed
to enoh Comieny the responsibility fer o wnetor. In eaoch Compony ares,
upeon verbal orders of the Battalion rder, is appointed a silitary
government of fleer whose dutles are to work direetly with the olvilisn head
of government in their respective zomes. These four officers are supsr-
vis ed by the Battalien Wilitary Oovernment Officer at Batteliom Hesdquerters,
who, iu addition to superviaing each Uompany Nilitary Govermment Officer, ‘
eontrols the government of the lergest towm in the Battallon sres, ard kwep
the Battalion Commapder informed of conditions in the ares.

Proper oare of dlasplaved persons is a2 mjor groblem, Upon ogeupa~
tion of the ares a survey was msde of the area and it was dlscovored thet in
ths area were 14 small displaced persons cemps containing sppreximately 3000
peoplo, repressnting practicelly every sountry in formerly seoupied Europe.
Living and sanitary sonditions in these swall camps were without sxgeption,
deplorable, dissased, particularly with typhus rampant, and the sccupants were
foreed to ravege the sountryside to cbtain fcod.

Attenpting to rcady the abm situstion the Battalion appointed &
displsoed porsons officer, selected a suitable site, a former Germen garrieocy
with faetlitiss to hendle an estimated 5000 pesople, placed this officer in
charge and is now well advanced in the progess of moving all displaced poreons
to the camp whers they will be eared for in the bast manner posaible.

8orviess rendered by the unit in ite governing wmission ineludes,

1, Caring for the nesds and proteating d4iaplaced peresons,
2. Losating avd remevisg enemy ammunition snd demelitions «
menace not only ¢o our trocps but to the civilian populece as well. .
- 3+ Esteblishment of guards dm food stooks to insure squal distribution.
§. Imprisonwant of Gestape and Na xi party members whoge presence
ocause & fooling of unrest smong the wejority of the people.

' ” CONHAD B. STURGRZE
g Sutemant Ool # I
Felahd oo glimpy ey
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