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1 April 1545
SUBJECT t+ After Agtion Report.

TO t Commanding General, 9lth Infantry Division, AP0 9L, US immy
Attns Historical Officer,

8 On the 1st of March, 19)5, the 77lith Tank Destroyer Bn., minus
Gompany "G", remained attashed to the 9hth Inf, Div, and ab the beginning .
of the poriod was assembled in the Division area, prepared to cross the Saar
River into the Division bridgahead on Division orders. Co, “A", laas one
platoon, with 2nd Resonnaissance Platoon attashed, was placed in direct supw
ort of 30lst Infantry and moved into positions in the area of the 301st
antry, One platoon, with attached Ren, plsboon, took positions in the
vielnity of Gber Zerf 2310 , one sssbion in the vieinity of Zerf, 2310
and one sectlon in the visinity of Bald gen, 2l1h. R

0o 2 Mayoh, Co. "B", less platoon, was placed in general mip-
-port and oocupied positions as followg: one platoon in the viecinity of 3
Shomerich, one section in the vicinit of Lampaden 2518 - one section i&
the vicinity of Obersehr, 2518 Oomp 0" was attached ée-Brd Cavalyy
Group and moved to positgons in their zone to furnish anti-mechani,ed defense
on epproashes from the esst. The 2nd Ron. Platoon sssisted with direet 3fum
ard rocket fire in slearing gpproximately 20 enemy from southern portion of
Ober Zerf, 2310 + 1B rounds 37%m HE and 9 rockets were expended., 8/8gt
Latti, Sgbs Bognanni and Pvh Mechan, Ron. 0o, wero wownded in thiy ootios,
Opl lemos, Co. "A", was wounded by artillery fire at Zorf, 2310.

No ghange took place in diposition of Battalion on 3 March, 1945,
Capt, Gordon T, Stovall and Sgb Givhons dom rted on recommalsgmce of Company
ssetor and failed to retum and were reported Wiseging in dtion. Pfe Miller,
Go. "0", was killed and Cpl Rogers and Gpl Pike; Oo. "G, were wounded by
artillexry fire, . : : '

On L March the Battalion continued to furnish a ti~nechanized defense
in the zone of 3rd Cavalry Op. and 9hth Inf, Div. Recomnaissmice Go. Was To-
organized in ascordance with T/0 and 18-25 per athorization, Ltr, TUSA,

28 February, file & 320,2 TD-GHMCG, 1st Ibte Lawrence A. Satterfisld was
appointed Company Commander, Raconnaissance 0o. \ . '

4150 on | March, Go, “A", B18th TD Bn., SP, was atbached to the ,
Battd ion and employed to add depth to anti-mechaniped defense in Division

zon8, &lao to be used as mobile reserve in the event of an enemy smored
attack in the Divid on sestor, . L

7  On 3 Harch the Babtdlion sontinued to furnigh & ti-meshanized defahs{e S
in the zone of 3rd Cavalry Gp and %lith Inf, Div, Company "B" saptured four (h)_'
g.m 's, Company "C" eaptured two (2). Yo othor astivity reported during the.
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Prior to dam the enemy launched a counter-attack in strength
estimated at 2 regiments of the 6th 83 Mountain Division and a1 coeeded
during darkness in surrounding friendly elements %;ca‘bed in Bgldrﬁgen

2ln)y  Schomerieh Lampaden 2538 - Oberse 2518 orlingen

% and Gutt:weﬂgglg{,zg and at:damm, & March, lansmhed attacks to

dﬂlodg;a friendly forces ineluding ome ‘section, Co, "A", 2 platooms, Co.

"B" and one platoon, Co, °C*, in thege localities. Gun orews and seourity
sections defendad their goai'bicm with!all arailable means and in the action
which lasted throughout 6 and 7 March, sucseeded in throwing the enemy back
with stagzering losses while sufferitag;;;onlg minor losses in men and materiel
themselves, Enemy losses inflicted were: 80 known killed, 120 P,W,'s taken,
2 enemy MO's destroyed and 2 SP guns | destroyed. Our losses were two killed,
8 wounded, 2 half-tracks desiroyed and'other vehicles dam aged. Debail
ascount of aotion is inclosed, as follows:

The 1st ilatoon of Company "BY was in position in gone of 3rd Bn,
302nd Infantry, 2 guns, lst Section, in position in the vieinity of Obersehy,
2518, covering armored approaches from the east. Security sestion, ist
Flatoon, was also in this vieinity providing security for the two guns there
emplaged. The Second Section was in position in the vieinity of Lampaden,
2518, fThere was no security with this section. Iocal defense was eoordinated
with 1 and L Companies, ¥hird Battaliory 302nd Infantry. -

é i

At approximately 0200 6 March a lone Germansoldier spek ing perfect
English ajproached a security outpost of gecurity segtion on lst Platoon
Segtor of Co, "B", When challenged this German gwve the proper password and
told security serbinel he would be back in a few minutes with twe or thres
men. This soldier withdrew a shord distance and returned with several more
menwho surrounded the sentinel and took him prisoner. This accomplished,
an enemy force of spproximately one Gompany, 6th SS Mountain Div., reinforced,
and infiltrated around and surrcunded the tovm. Some of this enemy force '
occupied buildings in the town and the analnder dug in surrounding the town,
4 daybreak tle enany lainched an attaci to clear our forces from the town,
This attack lasted throughout the 6th of Mareh until gpproximately 071000 at
which time the CGermans in the town, after inflisting only light casualties on
our forces and suffering increasingly heavy cosualties to their om troops,
hoisted a white flag and demaded that our forees in the village sunmender,
The reply to their demands was "™uts" ad the fighting resumed, lasting until
071430 by which tire the eneuy had been’ dislodged from the village after suf-
fering sbaggering casualties, oo

4 a resull of the action in and around Obersehr, 2518, thore were
27 knzwn enemy killed and sn additioral 35-L0 estimated killed, 79 PWig
ware taken,

Losses: One officer and 5 Ei evacuated essualties, 1 halftrack com-
pletely destroyed, 1 halftrack slightly damaged, 1 £ ton destroyed, four %
tons slightly demaged, 1 M~20 slightly damaged, 1 one and % ton slightiy
damaged, 20 rounds of 3" #pg, 16 rounds HE, 7 HVAP, and li Smoke destroyed
When half track burned., i

Ammo Expenditure: 3,000 rounds cal. .50, 8,000 rounds eal, ,30;
3,000 rounds cals 30 carbine, 2,000 rounds cals W45,
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The 2nd Secbion, lst Platoon, Company "B", at Lampaden; 2518 :

4 approximately 060400 infilbrabting enemy infantry surrcunded the 2
guns of this seetion and an enemy patrol of ten men atbacked attempting to take
the third gun. The crew on guard killed seven of this patrol and drove the
remalning three bask. After daybreak, these 2 gun sections defended their
positions with amall arms fire, killing an estimated 15 additional enemy withoub
loss to themselves. Ab approximately 070100 the orew of the Lith gun section
diseovered an isolated group of 20 Gqmans apparently not desiring to continue
the fight. Covered by a machine gun near their position, four members of this
gun orew moved forward and took thesa 20 prisoners, 46 approximately 071830 the
fourth gun section noticed an enemy geli-propelled gun previcusly danaged by
our artillery firingintoc the town of |Lampaden, 2518, This crew immediately
ﬁar:g 11‘;1’11'6@ rounds APC into the vehigle and completely destroyed it causing

UXTie é

Gaing: Seven known enemy kilisd, fifteen additional estimated kililed,

twenty P.W.'s taken, one SF destroye
losses: Two half-tracks slightly damaged by artillery and rocket fire.

The 2nd Plstoon, Cos. "B", was :Ln position in the vieinity of Schomerich,
2515, in the zone of the 2nd Battalian, 302nd Infantry, covering likely armored
approaches from the east, I : ,

&b approximately 060130 enemy infaitry estimated st two companies
(250~300 men ) who had previously, by dAnfiltration, encireled the village,
launched a coordinated attack to dislodge our troops in the town amd sucesedsd
in oocupying same of the buildings, The attack toward the town was stubbornly
resisted by the platoon located therein and working in eloss goordination
with G Company, 302nd Infantry, succeeded by 061500 in subduing this enemy
foroe except for occasional sniper fire which was finally silenced after ar-
rival of a platoon of friendly tanks. ‘ ‘

During this entirs action the village was constantly subjected to heavy
artiilery fire, both enemy and friendly which our troops had called for.

Gaing ¢ 35 known killed; estimated killed, 35 to L0; two enemy Mi's
deatroyed. One SP gun being used as enemy OP was irmobiligad and destroyed by
three rounds 3" gun fire,.

Iosses : Two killed )(Gpl Johnson, Pfe Charron), two evacuated wounded,
slight; four wounded not evasuated; one half track completely d estroyed with
gll ammo and equipment therein. One 1} ton slightly damaged.

During this period of time the 3rd Flatoon, Co. "G" was surrounded abt
0700 in Korlingen, 2726 and Gubttweller, 2625 with two platoons of Troop 4,
3rd Cavalry Gp. The enemy was egtimated ab strength of 200 foobt troops.
Germa:s at Gutiweiler, 2625, wers first sighted by TD Gun as they moved into
new positions ab 0600. The gun was taken by two Qermam entrenched 30 yards
from it., They wers killed a few minutes later. TD's and Cavalry, in dis
mourted action prevented Qermans from entering either towm. Light tanks then
routed and captured the outside defenders. The 3rd Flatoon killed L, wounded
2, and eaptured 11 P.W,'s, Other platoons reported no change exeept usual
artillery fire. ‘
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' (n the Oth and 9th of March, the Pabtalion contimued anti-mechaniged
dofense in ‘he zone of the Shth Div, . The Pabtslion Bear Echalon and Racormaise
sace Copany moved to Wawern, 1118 and Go, "B" gaptured two P.%.'s and
Co. "0" smplured four V,W,'s. s

Tegausa of & ghange in the Shth Div, houndaries on the 10th of Nareh
ad gince Goe "A" of the BLOth TD Pn. had replassd Co, “0", attachad to 3rd
Cavalry Group, the Pattalion was ahle with two cumpanies (Co.s A and 0) to
sovor gl} ?preaehag in the Division sone. Go. "P' was wplaced in positions
by Go;g:d “’:a ;fd "0" and withdram to viainity of Pn, Rear Hehelon o be
Gonve . :

On the 11th of Karch the Pabtalion gontimued to operate OFfs and furnish
anbi-machanized defense in gone of the Ohth Div, with two caupanies, Uo, "B
continued reorganizstion in the visdnity of Battalion Rear Echelon. -
T

On 12 Karohy Joe "4%, lass onp plitoon, plug one Bagtion of Ragonuaisgance
ol one plat?on §o‘ "Bt (3P ) was eﬁt?l f«g g&em Msm. Co, "7, lops
one platoon @5 plus one platoon [T}, 0o. "A" and one lon of Resennaige
sance, was ait to Infantpy. Ooe "0 (¥ ) was given goneral,

of the $hth Inf, Div, Ildaison was petablished by altuched companies and
resonnaissaree aompletad for aspes srass from whigh to move as dirceted

in Divislon's atbaok easbward the Rhine Biver, Co. "B%, tegh Liring new

$0m equipment axpended 3 rounds HE por gun, tobaling IS vounds espanded,

Un 13 Haroh, Cos's “A% and ”ﬁ"gmma in assembly aveas wntdl oome
pletdion of bwidies ovsr the fumey River in gones of 301lst and 302nd Infartbey,
Cos "BY than ¢rossed 301st Inr&stz?'% bridee with 2 5 plaboons and ocoupled
pogitiong in the bridgehead, ‘g“% in geversal support, remained in
assenbly with Division reserve (378th ::mf.f ne platoon, Goe "O* moved
to visinity of Rattalion Heor “ehelon: t0 reoeive 9P eguipmont,

\ On 1} Mareh the Rattalion eontinued in support of the Yhth Inf. Div,,
with Qo, "&, mims one platoon, plus: ene platoon, Cos "BY () and one Ron,
Soction, wag aitashed to 30Mnd in.i‘asa s Cos "B, mirus one platoon &

g%;m one plutoon (T), Sos "A" and one fon Section, was aitached to 30ist

‘anbry in the atbaok by the Slith Dive enstword toward the Fhine Hiver.

Oo, "%y operating with attaohsd SP piatoon, Coe "B" in olose gonbact with
forward infwdry slemants of 302nd Infantry, expended 4O younds HE, 11 reunds
AC end 1y500 rourds 50 gal, fire on angny maghi nemts and aﬁwwg,
8 ; e advance, Jn estinated 20 enemy wave killed by this five, Coe
he, anaing with forwird elsments of the 30lst lefant againg® 1isht
onamy resistance, did nok find it necessary to assist with five the Infamtry
advance., Une &-56 was dastroyed by five appavently cmsed by mous meshanisal ,
defect. Co, "O" gontinusd yeorganigstion and tost firing of naw equipmend LR
in the vieinity of Battalisn Reay Rehelon, S P

Or. X5 Mareh, Co, "A", smttached to 302nd Infantyy, furnished anbimeghanizad
proveotion for the leading butbalien snd established & base of {ire wdor which
the barks a'd leadingelovents could advance, This my had infantry nounted
on its destroyers and ontered the town of Riensleld, Oy wherein they
asaisted the infa try in the eapture of 100 FoWletBe Cos "BY, atbashed to
301st Infantyy furnished antimachanigzed proteetion for the advanoe of thg
soubharn coluwm of the Shth Inf, Div, @nd during the day expended 11 rounds
HE in dostroying om enemy 47 gm and -captured 2 P, 18 in the vicinity of
Hadort, 3015, & the eloso of the perdod, Cos "B had resched ;)oaz'hims
East <f Kell (333158) in direct support of Skth Infy Div, Cow 'O Sontdmisd
gonversion to 5P in the visinity of Wawern, 1018,
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g/ Also on 15 March the following officers and EM recsived Bronze Stars

# for meritorious service against the eriemy:
. Oapts Lum A Ingram jr, C-L10728, Hg. GCo.
ist 4. Jolm C. Hendricks, 01822270, Co, "AY
$/Sgt ‘Ralph G, Coriell, 35202595, Hy. Co.
Pfo Henry Sloan, 15044688, Go. o a8
Pfe Richard H., Fifield, ﬁﬂég.??é, Co, "4t
Capt. James Do Butler, 0-hliB332, Co. "4" recsived a posthumous award
of the Silver Star for gallantry in aotion,

Gapt. Joseph W, Rood, 0-l17338, Co. "G" peceived the Silver Star
for gallantry in astion. P

Also on 15 March, Reconnai.ssa ce Goe, minus lst Platoon, contimmed
reorganization in the visinity of Wawern, Germany, 1418,

On 16 Mareh 1945 Co. "A" relieved of attachmenb to 302nd Inf, was
placed in direot support of 94th Inf, Div. ad assembled in the vieinity of
Lampaden, 2518, and then moved to vipinity of Wamern, 1418, to be converted
to SP. Oo. "B gontinued antimechanfized defense in gone of 301t Infantry
advaneing rapidly, assisting with direet fire from M} and 9Cm guns in the
rsduction of points of resistance en route and by 100 hours had elosed into
the city of Harmeskiel, 4317, & spproxinmately 1430, when the 301st Inf.
was relisved by th3 376th Inf., Go, MRY was then attached to 376th Tf. and
continued 4o advance and at the end of the pericd was in the vieinity of
Grimsburg, 3813,8 rounds HE 90mm ammmition were expended duringthe day.,
Cos ™A' was relieved by Co. "O" and pontinued to furnish antimechaniged
defenise in the zone of 302nd Infantry ‘and during the advance to the vieinity
of Riensfeld, 3820 destroyed one enemy 43. 10 rounds APC, 15 rounds HE
anmunition were expended, Ron, Co,, minus lst Platoon, remained in Battalion :
reserve and during the day moved to the vieinity of Lampaden, 2518, Mainbaine
ing close contact with the 9hth Div. CP, the Battalion OF moved to vioinity
of Schillingen, 3116,

On 17 March Co. "A", in general swppert of 9hth Inf. Div. continued
conversion in the vieinity of Wawern, 1118, Co, "B", with direct S0m and
M3 fire conbinued to aid and furnish antimechanized defense in the zors of the
376th Infantry and at the c¢lose of the poriod forward elements were in the ‘
vicinity of Eisen, 5012, During the sdvence two M36 90mm SP's were destroyed
by direet enemy AT guns. « "OM continued to furnish atimechanized Pro-
tection in the zone of the 302nd Inf and to fire on targets of opportunity
as their rapid advance ovartook the fleeing German column, Daring this
advanee Co, 0" destroyed two enemy ¢argo vehicles and eaptured 17 LWts, |
At the close of the pariod, Co. "C" had reached the viecinity of Birkenfeld,
5916, Ron, Co., minus 1st Platoon, remained in Battalion reserve and during §
the day moved to vieinity of Hermsskiel, L317, where one P.W, was taken, g
Battalion CP moved to vieinity of Hermeskiel, 4317,

On 3B Harch Co. "A", in general’ support of the Slth Inf, Div., con~ '
tinued conversion in vicinity of Wawern, 1418, Co, "BM continued to furnish
anti-mechanlzed defense in yone of 376th Inf. and at the close of period

had reached vicinity of Mattweiler, 6900. Co. "OP s operating with abtached

Ren Section and an Infantry I and R Platoon as a point, with Infantry riding

the destroyers, spearhcaded the advance of the 302nd Inf, in its pursuit of

the flesing Germn column, . y
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During the day, 18 Mareh 1945,00. "C" expended 50 rounds HE and
15 rounds APC and destroyed 3 enemy AT Guns, two armored personnel carriers,
twe earge-vehicles, s gptured 18 PoHots mad killed an estimated 110 of the
enemy. iThis day*s drive eleared the towns of Riensberg, 6217 Nohen, 6l15
Redohenbachy 8l00  ~ and near the elose of the period, Bamholder, 7113
The 2nd Seckion, 1st Platoon, Rone Con. abbacten Lo o) "gM, rorated as a
point in eonjunction with an Inf, I and R platoon and suceceded hy a surprise
sdvance in eapturing intact the vital bridge spanning the Nieder River in the
vieinity of Nohen, 6415 The renmainder of compapy in Battalion resserve, moved
with Bn. P to the vicinity of Birkeglfeld,. 5916,

On 19 March Co. "4", in geperal support of Shth Inf. Dive, continued
sonversion in the vieinity of Wewern. In the absence of supporting tanks, Co,
"B, with attached section of Ren. Flatoon as a point spearheaded the advance
of the 376th Inf., and st the closs o ‘he period had reached the vieinity of
Wolfstein, During the day's advance 165 P.W,'s wers saptured by Co, "R
and one ambulange eaptured. Very little opposition encountered and operations
consisted mainly of a roash march, { Co. “g*’ s With infantry mounted on destroyers,
led by attached Ren, Section, eontinped to lead the 30nd"Inf, in pursuit of the
flecing Gorman elements. During the!day 300 rounds HE, 5 rounds APC were fired
on the German column., 8ix cargo trueks loaded with asmunition, 1 armored per-
sonnel earrier, one enemy SP and oneieneny pillbox were destroyed. Forty-three
P.Wels were taken and 52 of the enem& killed, In the vieinity of Heiholskiechm N

» & full unik wes trapped by the rapid advance; end in support of the
3rd Pn., 302nd Inf,, 1500 P. W, 's 'wege. taken, 4t the cioae of the pariod, Co.

"C* was contiming ite advance. Reny Coey minus lstPLatoon, remained in
Rattalion reserve and moved with Prn. CP to vieinity of Bmmlfwlder, 7113.

#lso on 19 March S/Sgt Charles J B Mdmnaiﬁea, 36014293, Co. “OW,
resaived a posthumouz averd of the Silver Star for gallantry in zebtion,

On 20 March Co. "A", in genersl support of Shth Inf, Div,, contimied
conversion in the vieinity of Wawern, 1L18. o, "R, with infantry mounted
on their destroyers, continued to lead the advanea and furnish anvimeghani ,ed
protection in the zone of the 376%h Infantry, During this advance Co, "B®
expended 34 rounds HE and 3 rounds AC, Three AT guns, estimated 75mm, six
enemy vehicles, eargo, were destroyed. M estimated l of the anemy were killed
ard 39 P.W,.'s were taken in the advange, At the closé of the peried, Go, "B®
had reached the vicinity of Neukirehen 0899, Oo. "0" contimed to lead the
aivance and furnish atimechanized pro%%eetion in the zone of the 302nd Inf,
During the day 25 rounds IE, 9 rounds AC and some small srms ammunition was
expended. Mo armored ‘ersonncl tarriers and one cargo truck were dastroyed,
Eighteen of the enemy were kilied md T2P. We's taken, & the ¢lose of the
period, Co. "C" was eontinuing the advance. Ren. Co, minus 1st Flatoon ro-
mained in Battalion reserve and moved with Bn. CP to wieinity of Otterberg,

0208,

On 21 March Co., "at completed conversion to SP and moved to aggenhly
area in the vicinity of Otterberg, 0208, Co. "B gontinued to lead and led
the advance and furnished antimeehaniged protection in zone of 3I76th Inf. and
ab the elose of the poriod had resched the vieinity of O:gersheim, 1499, Ga,
"C" contimued to lead the advance and furnish antimeehani,ed protestion in the
zOne of the 302 Inf. and at the close of Lhe peried reached the vicinity of
Frakenthsl, With ons platoon in support of one Raittalion of the 302nd Inf,,
Go. "C" sggisted in the taking of three’ small villages in the vieinity of
Frankenthal, Lok, During the day's advanee Co. 0" expended 15 rourds HE
and 5 bounds &PC. One enemy A, one 150mm artillery piece, one armored

bersonnel, carrier and 1 half-track w@zidszrogd. Sisteen of the enemy were
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"killed or wounded and 8 P.W,'s wers tsken. Ren. Co., minus 1st Platoon,
& remained in Battalion reserve and moved with Battalion CF to vieinity of P

e ———

On 22 Mareh 19L5, Co. "4&", attathed to Shth Div, &rtillery, reinfore-
ing fires of 919th FA Pn., was placed "in secondary mission positions in the
vioinity of Frankenthal, hhOh. To missions were fired, Co. "B" assembled

in the vieinity of Oggersheim, 4699 snd remained throughout the period per-

forming much needed maintenance. Coa "G% yeverted to Battalion contrel and
asgonbled in the vieinity of Framkenthal, hliOL and performed much needed
maintenance. No activity during perfod was reporteds Ren, Co., less lst

Flatoon, relieved of attachment to Co.ts B and O, assenbled with remaindsr §
of Company in Battalion reserve in the vicinity of #sselheim, 3009.

.

On23 March Co. "4" remained in indirvect firing posibions, bubt due to
anne shortage failed 4o fire. Co. "R, attashed to 376th Inf., becane a
part of Task TForce Cheadle and assigied the 376th Inf, in itg assault on
Ludwigshafen, 5098. Co. "0" yemained in assembly area in the vieinity of
Frankenthal, LLoh throughout the period. Ren. Co. remained in assembly
area in the viecinity of Asselheim, 3009, throughout the period,
[

On 2 Karch Co. "A" remained in indirect firing positions, but due
to amno shortage failed to fire again. 0o, "B" continued with the 376th
Inf. in the agsault on ludwigshafen and was suocessful in the talcing of
this eity. During the period, 12 P.W.'s were cavtured, 0Oo. "C" remained
in assembly area in the vieinity of Frankenthal throughout the period,
Ren, Co. remained in assembly area in the vieinity of Asgelheim, 3009,
duringithe period. ‘ L

On 25 March, Co. YB" was relieved of atbachment to 376th Inf, and
reverted to Battalion control and the Rattalion moved to Slth Div. vest
ares, elosing into. same approximately 1830 in the visinity of Baumholder,
7113. -

On this date the following EM, Go., "B", this organizabion, received
the Bronze Star Medsl for meritorious service against the enemy:

S/sgt  William J. turphy, 32108718
S/Sgt Thomas G, Monahan, 351217hl

o ot TN T oty S 2

Ffe Roy M. drendall, 209Lh607 i
Pyt William J. Bergeron, 20140287 *‘
From the poriod 26 March to 29 March the Battalion remained in o
Division assembly area; campleled reorganization and much needed maintenance. i
It dlso conducted training in subjeets as praoseribed by combat necesgity. g

On 30 March the Battslion was relieved from assigrmment to Third Ay,
and with the Sith Inf. Div. was assiged to the 15th Amny, Noving by motor the
Battallon departed from the Third Amy area and at the close of this pariod
was hivouaced for the night in Arlon, Belgium,

On 31 March the Battalion contimmed its movement to the 15th ‘rmy
sector and at the close of the period was in the process of ckeing into
assenbly area in the vicinity of Hals, Gexmany

CONRAD B. STURGES ’
i ‘ Lieutenant Golonel; Infantry fo
o Commanding e




