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T h i s n a r r a t i v e t h a t I have put t o g e t h e r was not 
meant as a h i s t o r y o f W.W.2, but as a pe r s o n a l r u n n i n q 
cominentarv o f one s o l d i e r , i n one p l a t o o n , of one companv-
of a tank d e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n . 

I t was f i r s t compiled from a d i a r y t h a t I kept f o r 
the t h i r t y - t h r e e months t h a t I was en r o u t e t o and from, 
and d u r i n q the p e r i o d t h a t I was i n French Morocco, 
A l q e r i a , T u n i s i a , I t a l y , France, Germany, and A u s t r i a . 

A f t e r havinq w r i t t e n i t I was asked by s e v e r a l of 
my f e l l o w tank d e s t r o y e r s , i f I would c o n s o l i d a t e my 
s t o r y w i t h o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n and photographs t h a t some 
of my f e l l o w s o l d i e r s and o f f i c e r s had. 

One o f f i c e r had a d a i l y company r e p o r t c o v e r i n g a 
s i x month p e r i o d o f most o f our combat days i n France 
and Germany. Other o f my f r i e n d s and a s s o c i a t e s had 
photos, scrapbooks and b i t s of i n f o r m a t i o n which I have 
assembled and i n t e g r a t e d w i t h my d i a r y . 

T h i s commentary s t a t e s the towns we were i n , and 
the r o u t e s taken from p l a c e t o p l a c e . I t s t a t e s some o f 
the emotions f e l t and some of the p h y s i c a l t r i a l s by me 
and ray c l o s e a s s o c i a t e s . I t shows some of the boredom, 
f r u s t r a t i o n and the f e a r . I t shows the problems caused 
by the elements. The heat, c o l d , r a i n , snow, and the 
mud. I t shows much courage d i s p l a y e d by my a s s o c i a t e s , 
some br a v e r y and p r o b a b l y a l i t t l e heroism, though t h a t 
would not be admitted by anyone whom you might ask. 

To those who passed on t o me i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h i s 
s t o r y , I thank you. To those c l o s e f r i e n d s who were 
w i t h me d u r i n g a l l or p a r t of t h i s p e r i o d I a p p r e c i a t e 
the c l o s e f r i e n d s h i p we had d u r i n q t h i s p e r i o d and which 
f o r t y years l a t e r , w e s t i l l have. 

With S i n c e r i t y , 

Jim Montqomery 



INTRODUCTION 
Our ourfit was the 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion 

which consisted of about 80 officers and 1050 men. Each 
battalion had a Headquarters Company. They were in 
charge of strategy and planning, administration, supply, 
repair and salvage when possible. We had a reconnaisance 
company for the purpose of reconnaisance, mine sweeping, 
forward observation, perimeter guarding and other details. 
We had three destroyer companies. A, B, and C Companies. 
My company was B-Corapany. 

Each company had three platoons, each of which had 
four tank destroyers, a command half-track and a jeep. 
Each company also had a maintenance and salvage section, 
supply vehicles to bring up ammunition, fuel, and food. 
Each company also had a kitchen crew, who provided hot 
food whenever possible, and other food and water when 
that was all that was possible to supply. 

Each of our twelve tank destroyers had a crew of 
five men. A driver, a gunner, assistant driver and gun­
ner, and loader. Each platoon had an officer in charge 
who rode in a half-track. His crew consisted of a 
driver, a medic, a radio ocerator, and a messenqer. I 
was a radio operatorf We had our own personal small arm, 
and we had a 50 cal. machine gun mounted on the half­
track. Any of us could ODerate the machine qun that 
could qet to it first, except the medic. All of us had 
other duties than those our title called for. When we 
were in a position for any period of time we turned off 
our radio, and strunq telephone wires to our company 
command post and to our destroyers. The driver or the 
messenaer or anyone else helped me with this chore. 

An M-IG Tank Destroyer was a tank-like vehicle, 
approx. 30 ton, similar to a Sherman Tank. We had a 3 
inf gun. The gun turret was open at the top as compared 
to a completely closed Sherman Tank turret. This had 
advantages & disadvantages, its occupants were subiect 
more to casualties from strafing and artillery bursts, 
but it was easier to evacuate in case it was hit in the 
tracks or knocked out. The men could abandon it much 
quicker. We had many men save themselves in this manner 
and almost always we were able to salvage the vehicle 
unless it was burned. 

We were in a bastard battalion or more gently put, 
in a separate battalion. We were not attached to any 
specific division but at a moments notice we could be 
assigned to a division to fill in a gap where they were 
being attacked and -mobile enough, without excessive red 
tape, to shift from one division to another in a short 
time. We fought with the 1st, 2nd, and 10th Armored 
Divisions, with the 3rd, 4tb, 9th, 34th, 44th, 63rd, 
85th, 91st, 2nd French Moroccan Armored Infantry Divi­
sions, Indian Gurka Division, New Zealand Maori Division 
106th Cavalry Group, 756th Tank Battalion, and several 
others, ?ilso we were seldom pulled out for rest periods. 
This resulted in 550 days on front line combat. 



THE NORTH AFRICAN THEATER STRETCHED ACROSS MORE THAN 2,000 MILES 
FROM EL ALAMEIN IN EGYPT TO SOUTH OF CASABLANCA IN MOROCCO 



American Bombardment, November 8, 1942 
Casablanca - w i t h o u t enmity 

Arab Cemetery W a l l , Casablanca 
February 1943 

Nor b e r t Denoize, Jim Montgomery, Popeye 



NORTH AFRICA 1 

January 7, 1943 One complement consistinq of Com­
pany B, moved from the staging area to STATEN ISLAND, 
N.Y., port of embarkation for loading on the transport 
Santa Elena. 

January 12, 1943 Company C moved to the terminal and 
also boarded the Santa Elena. 

January 13, 1943 Remainder of the battalion arrived 
at STATEN ISLAND. Anchors went up on the Monterey and 
Santa Elena at 0130 hrs. 

January 14, 1943 And the voyage was underway. Our 
destination still a secret but it was supposed by most 
to be North Africa. 

Crossing the Atlantic from New York in a rather 
small convoy zigzagging very often to lessen the chance 
of being torpedoed by German U-boats. 

January 25, 1943 After eleven days of travel, in the 
distance were visible the white-domed buildings of 
CASABLANCA, FRENCH MOROCCO. 

Debarkation was completed that night. Marching by 
the partially scuttled Jean Bart, Frances' largest 
battleship, we moved through the streets of CASABLANCA 
to a bivouac area in the northwestern part of the city 
outside a stone-walled Arab cemetary. 

We lived in pup-tents for four weeks in this area, 
servicing our vehicles and weapons, practiced firing our 
new M-10 tank destroyers in the hills bordering CASABLANCA. 
We spent time map reading and attempting to pick-up an 
adequate knowledge of the French language which would be 
invaluable to us. We also acted as guards on the docks 
and the merchant ships unloading material. 

January 27, 1943 Two days after we landed, F.D.R and 
Churchill met in CASABLANCA and though we knew of it we 
were in no way involved as we were busy unloading equip­
ment . 

About a mile away from our bivouac area was a walled 
Arab native area called a medina which was supposedly off 
limits to our troops,and three quarters of a mile in 
another direction was a French Army garrison, which was 
likewise supposed to be off limits. There was a plenti­
ful supply of wine here and a limited supply of food. 
Mainly a sandwich made of crusty french bread with a slab 
of fat cold pork, about a half-inch thick. This was to 
us Class A-cuisine after having our rations limited to 
C-rations, which were monotonous as well as unpalatable. 

Remember, France at this time was politically split 
between the De Gaulle, Retain Laval, Giraud and other 
factions, and that the American troops had entered French 
Morocco two months before this, in November fighting 
against the French. 

We found even this early that the common soldier did 
not think too much of politics and three or four of us 
after about two visits to the French canteen found a cam­
araderie with three French soldiers. Norbert DeNoize 
from Algeria, one we called Popeye, and a third whose 
name I do not remember. They could not speak English, 
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and none of our group c o u l d speak French. Another f e l ­
low and I were reasonably versed i n L a t i n , so t h a t from 
the f i r s t we were a b l e t o communicate and by the end o f 
a s h o r t s t a y we c o u l d c a r r y on good communications. 
Popeye c o u l d never understand us, but he had seen Ameri­
can c a r t o o n s , and when t h i n g s got too a u i e t he would say 
"DIME POPEYE THE SAILOR MAN", and we would a l l have 
another d r i n k . 

I met a young male c i v i l i a n , C h i a r e l l i P a scal, some­
where on the edge o f our camp, who was a student and knew 
a b i t o f E n g l i s h . He was s i g n i n g U P w i t h the French A i r 
Corp, and was going t o Canada t o be t r a i n e d . He wanted 
t o l e a r n some American Language as he was going over t o 
a new w o r l d . I wanted t o l e a r n more French. I v i s i t e d 
i n h i s home a couple o f evenings. H is f a t h e r worked a t 
French Custom O f f i c e , and had i n W.W.I been awarded the 
French Medal of Honor. France's h i g h e s t award compared 
t o our Congressional Medal of Honor. 

I have photos g i v e n t o me by the French s o l d i e r s o f 
the bombing o f CASABLANCA by the Americans on Nov. 8-11, 
1942 a t the time o f the American i n v a s i o n . 

When General Dwight Eisenhower, Supreme Commander 
of t h e A l l i e d Forces i n French N o r t h A f r i c a , v i s i t e d h i s 
t r o o p s i n C e n t r a l T u n i s i a on Feb. 13, 1943, i t seemed 
t h a t the campaign i n N o r t h A f r i c a had reached a st a l e m a t e . 
Since the l a n d i n g s on November 8, 1942, the A l l i e s had 
secured the support o f the French i n North A f r i c a and 
occupied Morocco and A l g e r i a but the w i n t e r r a i n s and 
German b u i l d - u p prevented them from occupying TUNISIA as 
w e l l , F u r t h e r east the B r i t i s h E i g h t h Army under General 
Bernard Montgomery had defeated F i e l d M a r s h a l l Romme]'s 
German I t a l i a n Panzerarmee at EL' ALAMEIN and pushed i t 
out o f Egypt and L i b y a , Rommel was now a t Mareth i n 
southern TUNISIA w a i t i n g f o r Montgomery's next push. 
Between Pommel's Army and Colonel General Von Arnims F i f t h 
Panzer Armee i n the n o r t h l a y a narrow c o a s t a l p l a i n v i t a l 
t o the supply o f Rommel's men, who were dependent on the 
p o r t o f TUNIS, 

E a r l i e r i n the campaign the A l l i e s had t h r e a t e n e d 
t o c u t the road t o TUNIS, but s m a l l a t t a c k s by Von Arnim 
had d r i v e n them out o f most o f the passes between the 
mountains and the Mediterranean, 

Rommel hoped t o p e n e t r a t e the r i d g e s of the weakly 
held Eastern and Western DORSALES and t h r e a t e n the A l l i e s 
supply dumps a t TEBESSA, 

Ke s s e l r i n g , the German Commander-in-Chief South, h e l d 
a conference w i t h von Arnim and Rommel which lead t o a 
m o d i f i e d p l a n . Von Armin w i t h two Panzer D i v i s i o n s would 
mount an a t t a c k a g a i n s t SBEITLA. I f t h i s was s u c c e s s f u l , 
one D i v i s i o n was t o combine w i t h t h e mobile elements o f 
th e A f r i k a Korp, the E l i t e of the Panzerarmee t o a t t a c k 
GAFSA, 

Eisenhower was d i s t u r b e d by -the d i s p o s i t i o n of the 
American 2nd Corp which held the V-shaped area between 
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the e a s t e r n and western DORSALS. The most i m p o r t a n t p a r t 
of the Corp, 1st Armored D i v i s i o n h e l d a broad f r o n t , 
s c a t t e r e d i n small pockets and had no r e s e r v e . The 
A l l i e s were caught c o m p l e t e l y o f f balance. 

February 14, 1943 The 10th and 21 s t Panzer army ad^ 
vanced from PAID, f a c i n g them was combat command A, of 
the 1st Armored D i v i s i o n and the 168th r e g i m e n t a l combat 
team who held two h i l l s , w i t h a r e s e r v e , i n the nearby 
town o f SIDI BOU ZID. While the 21st Panzer D i v i s i o n 
d r i v e south t o o u t f l a n k the p o s i t i o n , through another 
mountain pass, the 10th Panzer D i v i s i o n s t r u c k d i r e c t l y 
at the Americans CCA. Reserve of about 40 tanks and a 
company o f tank d e s t r o y e r s moved out t o meet them but was 
h a l t e d and outnumbered by German Armor, which i n c l u d e d 
some T i g e r s . 

Meanwhile, the headquarters and support element o f 
CCA l e f t SIDI BOU ZID under heavy a t t a c k . 

When these two groups of CCA r e j o i n e d thay found 
t h a t o n l y seven tanks remained. F o r t y - f o u r tanks had 
been l o s t , f i f t e e n guns, and h a l f - t r a c k s and oth e r v e h i c ­
l e s were l o s t , 

February 15, 1943 Col o n e l Alger who headed a b a t ­
t a l i o n o f tanks was ordered t o prepare an a t t a c k t o r e ­
s t o r e t he s i t u a t i o n a t SIDI BOU ZID and re l e a s e the t r a p ­
ped 2000 t r o o p s marooned i n DJEBEL LES SOUDA and DJEBEL 
KSAIRA, 

The Germans made no r e a l attempt t o e x p l o i t t h e i r 
g a i n s . 

T h i s advance was q u i c k l y s i g h t e d by the Germans. A 
number o f a i r a t t a c k s delayed the advance w h i l e the two 
Panzer D i v i s i o n s prepared an ambush. T h i s was sprung 
when the Americans t r o o p s were about two m i l e s from 
SIDI BOU ZID. The I n f a n t r y and A r t i l l e r y managed t o 
escape w i t h heavy c a s u a l t i e s but o n l y f o u r tanks r e ­
t u r n e d . F o r t y - s i x tanks were l o s t , 130 v e h i c l e s and 9 
S, P. guns, I n two days, 1st Armored had been c o m p l e t e l y 
mauled. Two o f i t s t h r e e tank b a t t a l i o n s had been com­
p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d , because they had been committed p i e c e ­
meal a g a i n s t a s t r o n g e r enemy, Three hundred o f the t r a p ­
ped t r o o p s broke out but f o u r t e e n hundred were rounded 
U P as p r i s o n e r s . 

February 16, 1943 The Germans made no r e a l a t t e m p t t o 
e x p l o i t t h e i r g a i n s . I n the south Rommel would not move 
toward FERIANA u n t i l Von Arnim a t t a c k e d SBEITLA. Von 
Arnim saw no need t o h u r r y as he intended the o p e r a t i o n 
t o be l i m i t e d . He moved the 21st Panzers toward SBEITLA 
but t u r n e d the 10th Panzers toward FONDOUK. Thi s was 
c r i t i c a l as i t took the 10th Panzers out of b a t t l e f o r 
t h r e e days. 

D u r i n g the n i g h t the Germans i n f i l t r a t e d as the 
Americans withdrew from SBEITLA i n haste. SBEITLA was 
abandoned, 

February 17, 1943 GAFSA, TO'ZEUR, FERIANA, THELEPTE, 
SIDI BOU ZID, and SBEITLA were i n German hands. 
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Rommel wanted t o push forward t o TEBESSA and i t s 

i m p o r t a n t a l l i e d a i r b a s e and supply c e n t e r . Von Arnrm 
was opposed t o t h i s . 

February 19,1943 Rommel was g i v e n the order w i t h a l l 
a v a i l a b l e mobile t r o o p s under t i s command t o advance from 
the g e n e r a l l i n e . SBEITLA, TEEESSA, MAKTAR, TADJEROUINE, 
w i t h EL KEF as h i s f i r s t o b j e c t i v e . 

Rommel was g i v e n no d i r e c t a u t h o r i t y over Von Arnim, 
an ommission t h a t had d i s a s t r o u s conseouences. An even 
g r e a t e r mistake was t o s t r i k e n o r t h toward EL KEF. This 
was what the a l l i e s expected him t o do. 

T i r e d o f h i s s u p e r i o r s d i s t r u s t and i n t e r f e r e n c e , 
Rommel obeyed the l e t t e r o f h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s . The 
A f r i k a Korp detachment was t o a t t a c k KASSERINE PASS, 21st 
Panzer D i v i s i o n t o c a p t u r e SBIBA. 10th Panzer D i v i s i o n 
t o r e i n f o r c e whichever d i v i s i o n had the most success. 

When these d e c i s i o n s were being made and d u r i n g 
the l u l l the A l l i e s r e i n f o r c e d t h e i r t r o o p s . SBIBA was 
s t r o n g l y held but a t KASSERINE t h e r e were o n l y 2000 t r o o p s 
A m i x t u r e o f i n f a n t r y , engineers, and a r t i l l e r y . 

Rommels a t t a c k began w i t h an a s s a u l t by a r e c o n n a i s ­
sance t r o o p s . When t h i s f a i l e d two b a t t a l i o n s o f Panzer 
g r e n a d i e r regiment A f r i c a were sent t o the pass. 

Troops under Maj. Heinz Werner Schmidt w i t h speed, 
roared through the meadows, g u l l i e s and t o the h i l l domi­
n a t i n g the pass on the r i g h t . 

Because most o f the f o r c e stayed i n the v a l l e y in-^ 
stead o f t r y i n g t o o u t f l a n k the Americans i n the moun­
t a i n s . The a t t a c k made l i t t l e p r o g r e s s u n t i l n i g h t , then 
s e v e r a l a l l i e d u n i t s were c u t o f f and d i s p e r s e d . Me?^n-
w h i l e , the a t t a c k on SBIBA had met s t r o n g r e s i s t a n c e by 
the Coldstream Guards. 

Roimnel v i s i t e d both b a t t l e f i e l d s on Feb. 19, and de­
c i d e d t h a t the KASSERINE PASS was more p r o m i s i n g . He 
then ordered 10th Panzer D i v i s i o n t o r e i n f o r c e the A f r i k a 
Korp t h e r e , At SBIBA the Germans cont i n u e d t h e i r a t t a c k s 
w i t h no g a i n s . 

February 19-20, 1943 During the n i g h t the a l l i e d f o r ­
ces were r e i n f o r c e d by a b a t t a l i o n o f American I n f a n t r y 
and by Gore Force (a squadron o f tanks and a company o f 
i n f a n t r y w i t h f i e l d and a n t i - t a n k a r t i l l e r y s u p p o r t . 
German r e i n f o r c e m e n t s were s t r o n g e r , but Von Arnim had 
r e t a i n e d n e a r l y h a l f the 1 0 t h Panzer D i v i s i o n t a n k s . 
I n c l u d i n g a l l T i g e r s and the remainder d i d not a r r i v e un­
t i l a f t e r the A f r i k a Korp had begun t h e i r a t t a c k . When 
they d i d a r r i v e the A l l i e d l i n e was a t l a s t broken on 
the southern side o f the pass. A l l i e d u n i t s began t o 
withdraw sometimes l e a v i n g undamaged equipment behind i n 
t h e i r haste, I n the N o r t h , Gore Force f o u g h t on u n t i l 
a l l the tanks were d e s t r o y e d , Then i t f e l l back i n a 
d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n on the road t o THALA, 

February 21, 1943 Rommel decided t o push h i s A f r i k a 
Korp element toward TEBESSA but t h i s was o n l y a f e i n t . 
The main advance was t o be toward THALA and EL KEF. 

The 10th Panzers began t o advance at 0930. The 
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A l l i e d t a c t i c s were t o f i g h t a d e l a y i n g t a c t i c b e f o r e 
THALA, u n t i l a new d e f e n s i v e l i n e was set up o u t s i d e the 
town. 

I t was dark before the 26th Armored Brigade p u l l e d 
back i n t o a defensive p o s i t i o n on the r i d q e before THALA. 
Every a v a i l a b l e man was pressed i n t o a c t i o n . A welcome 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t d u r i n q the n i g h t was the a r t i l l e r y o f the 
9th D i v i s i o n under B r i g a d i e r General I r w i n . 

February 22, 1943 Rommel intended t o c o n t i n u e h i s 
a s s a u l t on THALA, but the A l l i e s began the day w i t h a 
counter a t t a c k . Rommel decided t h a t the enemy had grown 
too s t r o n g f o r h i s a t t a c k t o be m a i n t a i n e d and a t the 
end o f the day ordered r e t r e a t . When dawn came on Feb. 
23, Rommel had vanished. 

Rommel was r e l i e v e d o f h i s command i n March and the 
300,000 men were l e f t t o f i g h t on under Von Arnim. 

February 25, 1943 We l e f t CASABLANCA i n our wheeled 
v e h i c l e s t o go o v e r l a n d t o the f r o n t , a f t e r having sent 
our tank d e s t r o y e r s and h a l f - t r a c k s by s h i p t o PHILLIP-
VILLE, ALGERIA, not too f a r from the TUNISIAN border. 

A f t e r having l e f t CASABLANCA, we went through RABAT 
and bivouaced f o r the n i g h t a t MEKNES. We were now i n 
the A t l a s Mountains. Each n i g h t when s t o p p i n g we would 
d i g s l i t - t r e n c h e s or f o x - h o l e s as p r o t e c t i o n from s t r a f ­
i n g or bombing. The second day we went through FES, 
TAZA, GUERCIF and camped o u t s i d e OUJDA. S t i l l i n f r i e n d l y 
t e r r i t o r y . Went t o town and got a b o t t l e o f wine. 

Each l i t t l e town we go through the populance l i n e 
the s t r e e t s and h o l d up a V f o r V i c t o r y . From the two 
year o l d s t o o l d grandads Some b r i n g us f l o w e r s , and 
f r u i t and wine i f we happen t o s t o p . 

February 27, 1943 We l e f t FRENCH MORROCO and i n t o 
ALGERIA. These o f course, w i t h TUNISIA were t h r e e coun­
t r i e s governed by the French, We stopped a t SIDI BEL 
ABBES, Next day through MASCARA, RELIZANE and i n t o 
ORLEANVILLE, L'AREA, L'ARMA, and about e i g h t m i l e s from 
ALGIERS, To THIERS, PALESTRO, BOUIRA and stopped a t 
STE, DE MAILLOT. Through MANSOURAH, SETIF, ST, ARNAUD 
and i n t o the edge o f CONSTANTINE. We s h a l l w a i t here 
f o r our d e s t r o y e r s and h a l f - t r a c k s which w i l l be i n 
PHILLIPEVILLE, 87 m i l e s from here w i t h i n a few days. 

CONSTANTINE i s a f a i r s i z e modern c i t y , f u l l o f 
French, B r i t i s h and American s o l d i e r s . 

Three o f us went i n t o town and scrounged around and 
found a p l a c e t o e a t , Had a c h i c k e n , a dozen eggs, a 
l o a f o f bread, a b o t t l e o f wine, and t a n g e r i n e s which c o s t 
us 414 Francs or $8,28 (which i n 1943 was a h e l l u v a - l o t 
o f money. A p r i v a t e was g e t t i n g $30.00 per month). We 
got a horse drawn phaeton t o b r i n g us back t o camp f o r 
5 0 Franc. 

We are being fed B r i t i s h r a t i o n s now which are a 
l i t t l e b e t t e r than o u r s , ( a t l e a s t d i f f e r e n t ) and were 
give n a r a t i o n of B r i t i s h c i g a r e t t e s which a r e n ' t as good. 
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March 7, 1943 Tom Dauttemont, Walt Bruegqeman and I 

went t o CONSTANTINE t o a l i t t l e French church f o r Mass. 
We went on downtown-, had a p i c t u r e taken and found we 
c o u l d n ' t get them u n t i l 1 p.m. We had a glass of wine, 
had d i n n e r a t the Red Cross and walked around. A l l the 
wine shops were open from 11 t o 12 and again a t 4 p.m., 
as wine i s r a t i o n e d . 

We were w a i t i n g i n f r o n t of a wine shop a l i t t l e 
b e f o r e 4, when a jeep w i t h two MPs and two B r i t i s h Red 
Caps drove up, grabbed us and took us t o the American 
b a s t i l l e . When I t o l d the B r i t i s h we were t i r e d o f 
coming over here and f i g h t i n g t h e i r wars f o r them, they 
knocked me t o the f l o o r w i t h a b i l l y - c l u b and t r e a t e d 
Tom even worse because he had more t o say t o them than 
I d i d . They threw us i n t o t h e i r dungeon w i t h a g r a v e l 
f l o o r and one b l a n k e t . 

The next morning, we were released a t 9 o"clock 
a f t e r having done t h e i r scrubbing and K.P. work. No 
charges f i l e d , 

March 12, 1943 S u t r o & Tanner are i n the guard house. 
They were released and t r a n s f e r r e d t o Reconnaissance as 
mine sweepers. 

They had been i n v a r i o u s guard houses i n the S t a t e s , 
and were i n d i g n a n t , because Tom and I had seen the i n s i d e 
of a guard house i n A f r i c a b efore they had an o p p o r t u n i t y , 
so somehow they got thrown i n . 

The guardhouse was b u i l t on a h i l l s i d e w i t h a 
b r i c k e d i n l a t t i c e type b r i c k w a l l o v e r l o o k i n g a lower 
paved area where the M.P.s s l e p t . Tanner and Sutro t o r e 
ou t t he b r i c k l a t t i c e work and dropped b r i c k down on the 
s l e e p i n g M.P.s. Thi s type of r e c r e a t i o n was frowned up­
on by the M.P.s, and the two c a p t i v e s were handcuffed t o 
s t e e l c o t s f o r the balance o f the n i g h t . The next morn­
ing t h e i r door was opened f o r the p r i s o n e r s t o work K.P., 
and my two f r i e n d s (who had d u r i n g the n i g h t p i c k e d the 
l o c k s on t h e i r h a ndcuffs w i t h a s a f e t y p i n ) walked out 
of t he room c a s u a l l y swinging t h e i r h a ndcuffs from one 
w r i s t , 

Our b a t t a l i o n commander was c a l l e d t o come down 
p e r s o n a l l y and p i c k - u p these two c h a r a c t e r s , which he d i d . 
Now they f i n d themselves appointed t o the j o b as mine­
sweepers . 

March 13, 1943 An Arab spy was executed a t the edge 
of the camp by the French. About 7 a.m. we p u l l e d out 
f o r t he f r o n t . 

March 14, 1943 Moved f u r t h e r up. Our v e h i c l e missed 
the road and we went w i t h i n a few m i l e s o f the German 
l i n e s b e f o r e we t u r n e d back. We saw wrecked t r u c k s , 
p l a n e s , and g u t t e d v i l l a g e s . B-Company was assigned t o 
Group 1 , r e s t of b a t t a l i o n t o Group 2. There i s a stuka 
d i v e bomber about 200 yards away from us t h a t we shot 
down a few days ago. 

We have been r a i n e d on f o r t h e p a s t few days and we 
are a l t e r n a t e l y soaked then we're d r i e d out i n the sun. 
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when i t came o u t . We have o n l y the c l o t h i n g we are 
wearing and one b l a n k e t and a t n i g h t i t t u r n s c o l d i n 
t h i s mountainous, semi-desert area. I have one h e l l u v a 
c o l d . We are near the mouth of the KASSERINE PASS. We 
are w i t h the 9th D i v i s i o n . 

March 16, 1943 Moved out through BIR EL HAFI, Dug 
i n and camouflaged. Again a t 10 p.m., moved out and dug 
i n a g a i n . J u s t before daybreak we were r e i n f o r c e d by 
a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y . 

March 17, 1943 We had l e f t our p o s i t i o n s h u r r i e d l y 
two days ago t o f i l l i n a gap a n t i c i p a t i n g an a t t a c k . 
We had o n l y t h r e e days r a t i o n s t o l a s t us f i v e days and 
f i v e g a l l o n s o f water f o r f i v e o f us f o r t h a t l o n g . We 
have got t o take i t easy as we don't know when we w i l l be 
s u p p l i e d a g a i n , as we are i n enemy t e r r i t o r y . Only one 
MesserSchmidt showed up and he's not v e r y near us. P f c . 
Harstad o f C-Company was our f i r s t death l a s t n i g h t . 
Floyd Severson, Recon Co. from FARGO, N.D. was captured 
and was our f i r s t P.O.W. 

March 18, 1943 GAFSA was taken l a s t n i g h t by U.S. 
t r o o p s . We were t o go t h e r e t h i s morning but i t ' s so 
muddy we can't move f o r a w h i l e . Drew two more days of 
r a t i o n s . Three men from Recon M.I.A. One l i e u t e n a n t 
came back r e p o r t i n g r u n n i n g i n t o machine gun f i r e . More 
r a i n . We are allowed o n l y 100 g a l l o n s o f water f o r our 
company o f 184 men but we can catch some r a i n water, I 
haven't shaved f o r e i g h t days and have washed o n l y i n 
mud puddles. Recon c o u l d n ' t recover the Stuka they cap­
t u r e d so blew i t up. L t . Kanoza c a p t u r e d an o b s e r v a t i o n 
post and took s e v e r a l I t a l i a n p r i s o n e r s . George K e l l e r 
and John McCann sent back t o h o s p i t a l . Nothing s e r i o u s . 

March 22, 1943 We moved s e v e r a l times i n the past 
few days. We are t o make a d r i v e on MAKNASSY. Moved 
i n t o p o s i t i o n before noon and were s t r a f e d by a couple 
of Stukas and bombed. No c a s u a l t i e s and no planes knocked 
down. Have o n l y t h r e e g a l l o n s of water l e f t f o r f i v e o f 
us, Mtwed our p o s i t i o n s t o guard pass, and dug i n . Arabs 
have a l l moved o u t . 

March 23, 1943 Enemy has been t h r o w i n g a r t i l l e r y a t 
us a l l day. No h i t s . We s i g h t e d f i v e enemy tanks a t 3 
p.m. No shots f i r e d . Too f a r away. We got 10 g a l l o n s 
of water today f o r our whole p l a t o o n . MAKNASSY i s i n 
our hands, and was h e a v i l y bombed d u r i n g the n i g h t . 

March 24, 1943 Another p r e t t y day. About 10 o'clock 
a Messerschmidt and a S p i t f i r e t a n g l e d and the Messer-
schmidt f e l l about a m i l e i n f r o n t of us, Recon captured 
the p i l o t and the engineers towed away the plane as i t 
was o n l y s l i g h t l y damaged. MAKNASSY bombed agai n , A t 
9 p.m. we got i n t o MAKNASSY. Heavy a r t i l l e r y f i r e a l l • 
n i g h t , 

March 25, 1943 We were bombed by Stukas a t 6 a.m. 
Three bombs landed about f i f t y yards away. No c a s u a l t i e s . 
Stijkas back at 9, and again a t 9:15, Two enemy tanks 
s i g h t e d . We move up a t 11 t o s h e l l . We were under 
heavy s h e l l i n g by 88s and d i v e bombers u n t i l 12;15. 
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We qot another bombinq a t 3 and 6. Enemy tanks r e p o r t e d 
and two o f our p l a t o o n s moved o u t . 

March 26, 1943 Saw doq f i q h t overhead about noon. 
No bombinqs or a r t i l l e r y f i r e today. 

March 28, 1943 Hot here today, both the weather and 
the a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 88's are i n the h i l l s by the phos­
phate mine but we are unable t o spot them. C-Company 
has been having h e l l and have l o s t f i v e d e s t r o y e r s . 

March 29, 1943 F a i r l y q u i e t . T h i r t y - s i x o f our 
planes went over. We now have an a i r p o r t a t GAFSA and 
should see more o f our planes. MARETH LINE f e l l and 
5000 p r i s o n e r s taken. General Montgomery's spearhead 
w i t h i n two m i l e s of EL' HAMMA, due west of GABES. 

March 30, 1943 Enemy bombing and a r t i l l e r y o f f and 
on a l l n i g h t . We were s t r a f e d t h i s morning, and Capt. 
M a r t i n (our company commander) was h i t by a s l u g t h a t 
lodged i n h i s l e g . Not too s e r i o u s . F i r s t L t . Donald 
Anderson assumed command. 

March 3 1 , 1943 We moved about 6 p.m., under heavy 
enemy f i r e , t o about a h a l f - m i l e from the mine. We had 
a t r a c k blown o f f one o f our d e s t r o y e r s and one man got 
a p i e c e o f schrapnel through h i s helmet and a s l i g h t 
head wound. 

A p r i l 1 , 1943 A p r i l f o o l s day and r e a l l y so. We 
s t a r t e d j u s t b efore daybreak t o take the h i l l and mine. 
I n f a n t r y was supposed t o be i n advance. We had g o t t e n 
about halfwa y across the b r i d g e over the Wadi (a d r y r i v e r 
bed), when a l l h e l l broke loose. The i n f a n t r y was pinned 
down l a s t n i g h t and c o u l d n ' t move up. F i f t e e n tanks got 
across. Three of our d e s t r o y e r s and our h a l f - t r a c k . 
Three a r t i l l e r y s h e l l s b u r s t near our h a l f - t r a c k , t e a r ­
i n g o \ i r t o p t o p i e c e s , knocking a couple o f holes i n our 
r a d i a t o r , blowing out a t i r e , and d i s a b l i n g our v e h i c l e , 
L t , Gulp was s t a n d i n g o u t s i d e our h a l f - t r a c k and a p i e c e 
of schrapnel c u t the toe o f f h i s shoe, but d i d n ' t touch 
him, I was on r a d i o d u t y i n the t r a c k and f o o l i s h l y had 
my helmet s e t t i n g on t o p my r a d i o . Schrapnel c u t o f f 
our antennae, h i t the t o p of my helmet and knocked out 
my r a d i o . We dug w i t h our helmets i n t o the h i l l s i d e as 
much as p o s s i b l e and sweated i t out a l l day under a r t i l ­
l e r y f i r e and one bombing. 

A p r i l 2, 1943 We s t a r t e d p u l l i n g o u t a t 2 a.m. A 
r e t r i e v e r came over the b r i d g e , and we saved a l l our ve­
h i c l e s and a l l our men. I t was a r e l i e f t o get back over 
the b r i d g e , and i n t o f r i e n d l y t e r r i t o r y again. Yesterday 
•morning a t our p u s h - o f f , Sgt. Jim Newman i n a j e e p w i t h 
Rohrer and Luikens, was k i l l e d by s c h r a p n e l . Rohrer and 
Luikens wounded, A few days l a t e r , I ran i n t o Tom 
Dautremont, from C-Company. He was s u r p r i s e d t o see me. 
He had heard t h a t Jim was k i l l e d and thought i t was me. 
I am g l a d he was i n e r r o r . 

When we were making our f i r s t move toward the mine, 
on the evening o f March 31. we were moving out through 
f l a t f i e l d s w i t h no cover, w i t h q u i t e a number o f tanks 
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and tank d e s t r o y e r s , when a r t i l l e r y s t a r t e d f i r i n g a t us 
h e a v i l y . One o f the f e l l o w s i n our p l a t o o n , who had been 
showing some b a t t l e f a t i g u e problems f o r some tim e ; jumped 
out o f h i s v e h i c l e and took o f f on f o o t through the open 
f i e l d s toward the rear l i n e s . A r t i l l e r y h i t s were b u r s t ­
i n g , i t seemed a l l around him, u n t i l a f t e r an i n t e r m i n a ­
b l e time he was out o f s i g h t . I heard l a t e r he made i t 
back and was assigned t o a non-combat o u t f i t . 

S e v e r a l men and one o f f i c e r i n another company have 
been unable t o stand the r i g o r s o f combat and cracked. 
No d i s c r e d i t meant t o them. I t ' s t r u l y a wonder t h e r e 
hasn't been more. The human body and mind have been sub­
j e c t t o a l o t of s t r e s s . 

A p r i l 7, 1943 Montgomery's 8th Army have advanced a-
long the coast toward SFAX, and are t h r o w i n g a r t i l l e r y 
i n t o the o t h e r side o f the mountain, t o our n o r t h . L t , 
Kafka o f Recon Co. was k i l l e d by a l a n d mine, 

A p r i l 8, 1943 B a r t l e y ' s d e s t r o y e r went up i n t o the 
mountains t o do some i n d i r e c t f i r e a t an enemy column o f 
v e h i c l e s which Montgomery's 8th Army has on the move. 
We came back t o BIR EL HAFEY, and up about f i v e m i l e s 
from SIDI BOU ZID. 

A p r i l 9, 1943 We are now near FAID PASS, where our 
t r o o p s took such a b e a t i n g a few weeks ago. 

A p r i l 10, 1943 Found o l d f r i e n d s S u t r o and Dautremont. 
They look good, but have gone through h e l l and r e t u r n e d . 

A p r i l 1 1 , 1^43 S u t r o , Tom and I g o t a j e e p and went 
on a reconnaisance through SIDI BOU ZID, which i s com­
p l e t e l y wrecked. We went through the pass and w e l l p a s t 
the mountains i n t o what two days ago was enemy t e r r i t o r y . 
Engineers are busy t a k i n g up mines i n the pass. Saw a 
wrecked l i g h t I t a l i a n t a n k , a wrecked burned out B-25. 
On a l i t t l e f u r t h e r , we saw an American h a l f - t r a c k , which 
the Germans had been u s i n g . I t w i l l n ot be used anymore 
by e i t h e r s i d e . I t had an I r o n Cross p a i n t e d on the 
f r o n t , t o p and each s i d e . 

A p r i l 16, 1943 We move up the 19th t o EL KEF then t o 
BEJA, There are r e p o r t e d t o be 160,000 Germans and 
I t a l i a n s l e f t w i t h the Germans i n the f r o n t , so they 
i n t e n d t o put up a f i g h t , 

A p r i 1 18, 1943 We have a c h a p l a i n f o r the f i r s t t i m e , 
Father F l a h e r t y assigned t o us. 

A p r i l 19, 1943 P u l l e d o u t about 10;30, through SIDI 
BOU ZID, SBITLA, SBIBA KSOUR, and o u t s i d e LE KEF about 
2 a.m. 

A p r i l 20, 1943 Moved o u t at 4 a.m. t o GHARDIMAOU, 
about t h i r t y - f i v e m i l e s from the Mediterranean, which i s 
t o our n o r t h , TUNIS i s about 120 m i l e s t o our e a s t , and 
BIZERTE about 130 m i l e s t o our n o r t h e a s t . 

Composition of the f o r c e s opposing Rommel'^ l a s t 
defence l i n e found the Free French under the command o f 
General Henri G i r a r d , i n the extreme n o r t h , the American 
I I Corp under the command o f L t , Gen. Omar Bradley o f 
which we were a p a r t on the r i g h t o f the Free French and 
t o our r i g h t the B r i t i s h f o r c e s under General Bernard L, 
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Montgomery. 
A p r i l 22, 1943 P u l l e d out a t 12:30, through SOUK EL 

ARBA, SOUK EL KHEMIS, BEJA, and a few m i l e s t o the 
n o r t h e a s t . BEJA has had s e v e r a l bombings but i s n ' t the 
complete wreck as was SIDI BOU ZID. 

A p r i l 23, 1943 B e a u t i f u l day. Ross Baker and I 
climbed a mountain near here, and took a shower under a 
w a t e r f a l l . We f e l t so good. We c o u l d see a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e s e v e r a l m i l e s t o our east. 

A p r i l 25, 1943 Went w i t h Tom t o look up S u t r o . The 
th r e e o f us and another f e l l o w took a je e p and went on 
a reconnaissance t o see i f we co u l d c a p t u r e a few 
p r i s o n e r s . We went p a s t destroyed tanks and equipment. 
Tom p i c k e d up a few p a i r o f German pants and b l a n k e t s 
t o s e l l t o the Arabs. We went past our a r t i l l e r y and a 
few i n f a n t r y machine qun n e s t s , but d i d n ' t f i n d any enemy 
u n t i l we went through a l i t t l e town. We passed a r a i l ­
way s t a t i o n and as we passed we saw f i f t e e n or twenty 
German v e h i c l e s and t h i r t y or f o r t y German t r o o p s . We 
q u i c k l y t u r n e d around, went by them again and got t o h e l l 
out o f town. The Germans were as s u r p r i s e d as we were, 
and we were w e l l down the road b e f o r e they s t a r t e d 
s h o o t i n g . We made a q u i c k d e c i s i o n t h a t someone e l s e 
should c a p t u r e Rommel, and we got back through our l i n e 
s a f e l y t o camp about 7 p.m. 

A p r i l 28, 1943 I n f a n t r y brought i n h a l f - a - t r u c k l o a d 
o f p r i s o n e r s by us t o n i g h t . 

A p r i l 29, 1943 P o r t r e s s e s went over t h i s a f t e r n o o n , 
and a l l came back i n a h a l f hour. One was l i m p i n g w i t h 
the r i g h t motor knocked o u t . Medium bombers, f i g h t e r s , 
and e v e r y t h i n g have been s h u t t l i n g back and f o r t h , b ut 
are gone o n l y a s h o r t time as a l l the enemy i s compacted 
i n t o a s m a l l area w i t h o n l y two p o r t s , BIZERTE and TUNIS 
f o r e v a c u a t i o n . 

We attempted t o conceal our h a l f - t r a c k behind an 
Arab grass h u t , I went i n s i d e t o check the place and 
came out s o l i d l y covered w i t h f l e a s . Shed a l l my c l o t h e s 
powdered w i t h f l e a powder and wore a mosquito net a l l day 

A p r i l 30, 1943 Constant a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e , 
machine gun and r i f l e f i r e a l l n i g h t . B e l i e v e J e r r y must 
be t r y i n g a c o u n t e r a t t a c k t o break o u t . At 7 a.m., a l l 
h e l l f i r e broke loose out i n the h i l l s t o our n o r t h and 
eas t . We moved back about a h a l f m i l e t o j o i n the 
r e s t o f the o u t f i t . Got a b i t o f a r t i l l e r y f i r e b e f o r e 
we p u l l e d o u t . News t o n i g h t was the Germans had made a 
c o u n t e r a t t a c k , but gained o n l y one h i l l from the B r i t i s h 
1 s t , w h i l e the B r i t i s h 8 t h gained a h i l l from them. 

May 2, 1943 Good news t o n i g h t . We have c a p t u r e d h i l l 
609 and h i l l 476 w i t h 600 p r i s o n e r s , GHOUMS (French 
Moroccan Ghoumiers) t o our n o r t h have advanced. B r i t i s h 
1s t i s h o l d i n g . B r i t i s h 8 th advanced s l i g h t l y . We are 
now s h e l l i n g MATEUR, 

May 3, 1943 A l e r t e d t o move o u t a t 4 a.m. 100 enemy 
v e h i c l e s r e p o r t e d a t mouth o f t r a p . No move. Packed t o 
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move a t 12:30. We have a recon element i n MATEUR. Sev­
e r a l hundred p r i s o n e r s marched back under guard a t 3 P.M. 
We moved o u t a t 5 p.m., through the mouse t r a p and t o ­
ward MATEUR. Germans evacuated here a t 2 p.m., bl o w i n g 
two b r i d g e s . We can see LAC ACHKEL t o both sides o f 
DJEBEL ACHKEL. We are g e t t i n g c l o s e t o BIZERTE. 

May 4, 1943 German planes bombed about a m i l e from 
here a t 8 a.m. i n an att e m p t t o knock o u t b r i d g e s our 
engineers had r e b u i l t o v e r n i g h t . We found two t e n g a l l o n 
casks o f wine i n a shed German o f f i c e r s had been us i n g 
f o r h e adquarters. One f e l l o w drank a l o t o f i t and 
d i d n ' t d i e so I d r a i n e d o f f a b o t t l e f o r myself and gave 
the r e s t o f i t away. 

May 5, 1943 We moved up a t m i d n i g h t through MATEUR 
t o cover a b i g d r i v e on the mountains t o the south. 
I n f a n t r y d i d n ' t g a i n much. 7 a.m. We were moved back 
through MATEUR, and t o the n o r t h e a s t r i d g e o f mountains 
where a tank d r i v e o f our own had been r e p e l l e d . 4 p.m. 
another d r i v e s t a r t e d . F i r s t a wave o f B-25s and E s c o r t , 
then our a r t i l l e r y , t a n k s and d e s t r o y e r s went over 
through a heavy smoke screen, and kept g o i n g . Our p l a ­
toon stayed behind a r i d g e and threw down a barrage ahead 
of them t o cover. I got tapped l i g h t l y on the back w i t h 
a pi e c e o f schrapnel from a s h e l l b u r s t , but d i d n ' t g et 
scratched much. Found a German dugout and t r i e d t o g e t 
some s l e e p , A tank man came back w i t h o u t h i s ta n k , and 
s l i g h t l y burned and hungry. We f i x e d him up, and p u t him 
to bed. 

May 7, 1943 Moved out through MATEUR and toward 
FERRYVILLE w i t h a new Task Force. I n f a n t r y are b r i n g i n g 
i n a l o t o f p r i s o n e r s and a few German tanks are b u r n i n g . 
M o r t a r s and German a r t i l l e r y was hot f o r a w h i l e but now 
seems s i l e n c e d , I'm about dead f o r s l e e p and these f l e a s 
are chewing me up. 10 a.m. Three German s o l d i e r s and 
one German o f f i c e r j u s t passed. G e t t i n g so many we w i l l 
need another d i v i s i o n t o a c t as guards, 10:10 f i v e more 
p r i s o n e r s . 10:40 f i v e more. 

L i e u t , Gulp got h i m s e l f a Mauser p i s t o l , and each 
of us a Mauser r i f l e , i n a d d i t i o n t o a submachine gun 
and a helmet. 11:30, 8 more p r i s o n e r s . 12:00, 7 more, 
TUNIS i s about t o f a l l t o the B r i t i s h i n two hours. We 
are i n an area marked up by Mark VI t a n k - t r a c k s f r e s h 
t h i s morning. Looks l i k e a complete r o u t now. 

Sgtp found a German p r i s o n e r wounded i n the 
back, We went up w i t h a l i t t e r , dressed h i s wound and 
gave him a shot o f morphine. He had a b u l l e t h o l e i n 
h i s lower back around h i s k i d n e y s . wanted t o 
k i l l him. We took him back t o MATEUR t o h o s p i t a l on 
l i t t e r i n back of j e e p . Turned h i s papers over t o L t . 
Anderson. Our f i r s t p l a t o o n knocked o u t an 88 y e s t e r d a y 
and a MK-3 t h i s morning. Saw an Arab w i t h a b u l l e t hole 
through h i s head. 

Our a r t i l l e r y opened up on a bunch o f barges t r y i n g 
t o evacuate from FERRYVILLE. Knocked them sky h i g h . 
Moved up t o a road j u n c t i o n two m i l e s from TINJA, two 
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m i l e s from BIZERTE. 
May 8, 1943 Up a t 5:30. There i s a good 88 abandoned 

at t h i s road j u n c t i o n . T h i r d p l a t o o n r e p o r t s knocking 
out 5-88S. Several s m a l l ones and a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 
t r o o p s . They are two m i l e s past FERRYVILLE and s t i l l 
r o l l i n g . 7:30 a.m. News r e p o r t TUNIS and BIZERTE are 
now occupied by A l l i e d t r o o p s , (8 a.m. Moved t o p o i n t 
on FERRYVILLE-DJEIDA road, almost t o FERRYVILLE.) 
Col o n e l Barney drove up i n a German jeep and got some 
y e l l o w p a i n t t o f i x a s t a r on i t so he would not be 
shot a t . 2 p.m. Moved up t o take a few pot shots a t 
tanks and f i e l d p i e c e s , p o i n t e d out t o us. They are be­
ing p o i n t e d out so f a s t , we can't seem t o get them a l l 
a t once. Enemy must be i n w i l d r e t r e a t , b ut not much 
area t o r e t r e a t t o . 3:30 p.m. 15 B-25s j u s t went over 
going n o r t h . Guess they are going t o drop a few eggs on 
some boats. A. C. Anderson's d e s t r o y e r h i t by f r i e n d l y 
t a n k s . A.C. and Lonberger were sent t o h o s p i t a l . 

May 9, 1943 Moved o u t a t 6 a.m. Arabs are moving 
back through our l i n e s by the droves. Passed a group o f 
100 p r i s o n e r s . 8:10 a.m. passed a group o f n e a r l y a 
thousand p r i s o n e r s . They are marching back i n s m a l l and 
l a r g e groups w i t h o u t even a guard. 9 a.m. We are being 
f i r e d on. Arabs are moving back through our l i n e s w i t h 
more sheep and c a t t l e , than I imagined they c o u l d have. 
Every where can be seen b u r n i n g German equipment and 
some i n good shape which they abandoned h u r r i e d l y . 
9:15 a.m. Wave a f t e r wave o f bombers are going over t o 
clean up the remnants t h a t won't s u r r e n d e r . We are now 
fo r m i n g i n t o b a t t l e f o r m a t i o n t o move up and rend them 
t o p i e c e s i f they don't s u r r e n d e r . 

P r i s o n e r s coming back i n t h e i r own convoys, by f o o t , 
horseback, or any way p o s s i b l e , f l y i n g w h i t e f l a g s . We 
stopped about f i v e minutes by an Arab Mosque, the Arabs 
are f l y i n g a w h i t e f l a g . They asked me i f we wanted them 
t o move back. I t o l d them no, we were moving up and a l l 
would be f i n e b e f o r e l o n g . Asked them f o r some eggs. 
They had two, which they brought t o me and I gave them 
a hand f u l l o f bon-bons. Gave the eggs t o Carne. 

We are moving up a t double t i m e . Some German o f f i c e 
coming w i t h w h i t e f l a g t o arrange surrender but we are 
s t i l l moving, 11:00 a.m., passed German h o s p i t a l w i t h 
many v e h i c l e s . Went up t o secure h i l l n o r t h o f PROTVILLE 
Secured same and stopped f o r a b i t e o f l u n c h . 11:45 
Colo n e l Barney c a l l e d and s a i d J e r r y had u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y 
surrendered i n t h i s s e c t o r . We moved back t o an" assembly 
area i n an orchard and s t a r t e d c o l l e c t i n g s o u v e n i r s . 
I found a p a i r o f f i e l d g l a s s e s , 3 p.m. We moved t o a 
bivouac f o r the n i g h t . I t i s good t o sleep i n peace 
w i t h no s h e l l b a r r a g e , no bombing. No n o t h i n g but peace 
f o r a w h i l e . 

A german s o l d i e r came w a l k i n g up the narrow road t o 
Company h a l f - t r a c k and gave h i m s e l f up. Said he and 
ot h e r s had k i l l e d t h e i r o f f i c e r s i n order t o g i v e them­
selves up. 
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May 10, 19 43 We are s a l v a g i n g c a p t u r e d equipment t o 
t u r n over t o the French Army. Yesterday about 15 minutes 
a f t e r the b i g surrender we were c o l l e c t i n g s o u v e n i r s 
when two young Germans s o l d i e r s came up on a mot o r c y c l e 
w i t h s i d e c a r , which was about out o f gas. We found 

a can, f i l l e d up. They gave me a pack o f German c i g a ­
r e t t e s . I gave them a pack o f French c i g a r e t t e s , I had 
salvaged and a few o f my own. War i s a strange t h i n g , 
but peace i s a w o n d e r f u l t h i n g . I n a snap o f a d e c i s i o n 
an enemy i s a f r i e n d . I wish the whole damn t h i n g was 
s e t t l e d as i s the A f r i c a n Campaign. 

Baker and I went i n t o BIZERTE f o r a few hours. We 
found a b i g supply of wine and l i q u e u r , b ut I f e e l so 
ov e r j o y e d now, I don't need any f a l s e s p i r i t s a t a l l . 

May 11, 1943 Spent a l l day c u t t i n g h a i r . I'm g e t t i n g 
t o be q u i t e a barber. Took my course i n MAKNASSY, 

May 12, 1943 Moved t o a r e s t camp between MATEUR and 
FERRYVILLE. We s t i l l d i g s l i t - t r e n c h e s as a p r e c a u t i o n ­
ary measure, because we are s t i l l l i a b l e t o a p o s s i b l e 
a i r r a i d . 

May 13, 1945 We w i l l be here about 10 days, then t o 
GRAN. I t i s b e l i e v e d we w i l l be used f o r the European 
i n v a s i o n . 

May 14, 1943 Went swimming t h i s a f t e r n o o n i n LAC DE 
BIZERTE, B e a u t i f u l p l a c e . When we went through 
FERRYVILLE, the populance was out on the s t r e e t w i t h the 
French t r i - c o l o u r and an o c c a s i o n a l American f l a g f l y i n g 
and a V on the f i n g e r s . Rumors we may go back home w i t h 
the F i r s t Armoured t o which we are a t t a c h e d . Don't be­
l i e v e a t h i n g . 

May 16, 1943 Had f r e s h beef f o r d i n n e r . Someone ac­
c i d e n t a l l y ran over i t or shot i t or something. 

May 17, 1943 Had memorial s e r v i c e s f o r those o f our 
o u t f i t , who f e l l i n b a t t l e . Only e i g h t are d e f i n i t e l y 
proved t o have d i e d . S e v e r a l are m i s s i n g and a u i t e a 
number wounded. Two o f the k i l l e d were from our p l a t o o n . 

I t was a b e a u t i f u l s e r v i c e w i t h the p l a y i n g o f Taps, 
21 gun s a l u t e and a few words by the C o l o n e l , and an ap-
p r o p i a t e sermon by Father F l a h e r t y , our c h a p l a i n . J u s t 
as the s e r v i c e was over a g i a n t F o r t r e s s f l e w over p u r e l y 
by happenstance, but i t seemed a f i n a l touch of "you 
s h a l l n o t have d i e d i n v a i n . " 

T h i s a f t e r n o o n we marched about t h r e e m i l e s t o hear 
General Harmon's sneech o f c o n o r a t u l a t i o n t o the 1st 
Armoured. 

Mav 18. 1943 Worked on r a d i o s and ola v e d black l a c k 
r e s t o f dav. Sold mv Luaer f o r S50. as I was a f r a i d I 
would n o t be able t o get i t home, and no t e l l i n g when I 
might get home, and I d i d n ' t want t o c a r r y i t around. 

Mav 2 1 . 1943 UD a t 5. A l l l i g h t v e h i c l e s l e f t about 
8 f o r motor convov back t o ORAN. We i n h a l f - t r a c k s and 
d e s t r o v e r s w i l l be here a few more davs t o go w i t h our 
w i t h our v e h i c l e s back by r a i l . Three men stayed w i t h 
each v e h i c l e . 
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Mav 22- 1943 We n u l l e d out-, f o r BEja - and t->>e r ^ i l 

Arab farmers are back c u t t i n g hay and h a r v e s t i n g wheat. 
Plowing m o s t l y w i t h oxen. Sometimes a camel, and an 
OK plow or work i n teams. 

May 23, 1943 We are two mi l e s o u t s i d e BEJA. Went t o 
town and got a couple loaves of Arab bread. We are able 
t o get BBC news on our r a d i o we ca p t u r e d and get "This 
i s B e r l i n C a l l i n g " . A German propaganda program t o 
American Forces i n A f r i c a . 

Mav 25. 1943 Brueaqeman and I g o t t i r e d o f t h i s l o a f ­
i n g and took a walk f o r a couple o f m i l e s t o a b i q arched 
stone r a i l r o a d b r i d q e . T h i s i s r e a l l y a b e a u t i f u l p i e c e 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e . Wish I had a camera. About 10 a.m.. 
we heard we wouid not move out todav. So Brueaaeman-
Joroensen and I cleaned up and took o f f f o r TUNIS. 
Picked U P a r i d e w i t h t h r e e Tommies ( B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s ) 
i n t h e i r l o r r y and drove as f a r as MEDJEZ EL BAB. 
Passed a b i q P.W. camp here. MEDJEZ i s p r e t t y w e l l 
r u i n e d as the B r i t i s h had a h e l l u v a time c a p t u r i n g the 
p l a c e . Caught a r i d e immediately on t o p of a Jimmy 
loaded t o the g i l l s and rode t o TUNIS. 

TUNIS i s a b e a u t i f u l c i t y . As we went i n we saw 
the a n c i e n t r u i n s o f a w a l l , b r i d g e and what had been an 
am p h i t h e a t r e . T h i s i s p a r t o f the o l d c i t y o f CARTHAGE, 
I t h i n k , which had been f o u g h t over so many t i m e s . Most 
of these r u i n s are 5 t o 6 k i l o m e t r e s from TUNIS and we 
d i d n ' t have time t o i n s p e c t c l o s e l y . R e s i d e n t i a l and 
business d i s t r i c t s are v e r y l i t t l e damaged except broken 
g l a s s . Parks and lawns are a l l c u t up w i t h t r e n c h e s . 
The docks are a shambles, and h a r d l y a "stone upon a 
stone." 

We v i s i t e d the l a r g e C a t h o l i c c a t h e d r a l which i s 
t r u l y m a g n i f i c e n t . B e a u t i f u l p i e c e o f work i n s i d e . 
Marble, i n l a i d t i l e , t a p e s t r i e s , which dwarf any attempt 
of s p l e n d o r , I have see. I thought the chapel a t S t a n f o r d 
U., Palo A l t o was a p r e t t y place w i t h i t s g o l d and t i l e 
mosaic but the mosaics here f a r overshadows t h a t . 

We walked everyplace time a l l o w e d . They have no 
merchandise t o s e l l and most shops are c l o s e d . Some make 
a f e e b l e e f f o r t t o s t a y open and s e l l what l i t t l e t hey 
have a t e x o r b i t a n t p r i c e s . The s t r e e t s are f u l l o f 
B r i t i s h , French and American s o l d i e r s i n a d d i t i o n t o 
Senegalese, Moroccan and a l l a l l i e s . Everyone has a 
p o c k e t f u l l o f money and no place t o spend i t . The 
c o i f f e u r s or barber shops are open. I got a h a i r c u t , 
shave, and shampoo, and f e l t c l e a n . T h i s i s the f i r s t 
p r o f e s s i o n a l h a i r c u t I've had s i n c e I've been i n A f r i c a . 

We s t a r t e d back t o our bivouac area about 5. Had 
t o walk a l l the way out o f the town l i m i t s . Tommy MPs 
stopped t r a f f i c u n t i l they found us a r i d e on a Tommy 
t r u c k back t o w i t h i n 4 m i l e s o f our area a t BEJA. Got 
i n about 10 p.m. 

May 26, 1943 Up a t 5. On the road a t 6. Went 
through SOUK EL KHEMIS. Stopped a few minutes by the 
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r o a d s i d e . An Arab k i d walked up, h e a r i n g me s i n g , he 
s t a r t e d s i n g i n g , "You Are My Sunshine." I t l i k e t o have 
knocked me over. As we went through town f i v e or s i x 
of them were s i n g i n g the same song. What an a f f e c t our 
soj o u r n i n A f r i c a w i l l have on them. Came on t o 
GHARDIMAOU, a r r i v i n g about noon. 

May 27, 1943 Had a b u l l session w i t h a bunch o f 
f e l l o w s from B r i t i s h Ordinance o u t f i t , across the road 
from us. Walked i n t o GHARDIMAOU r a i l r o a d where we are 
t o s h i p o u t . American f o r c e s are al l o w e d one t r a i n a 
day and one t r a i n w i l l h o l d 320 tons or about 10 o f our 
d e s t r o y e r s . We w i l l be here f o r some t i m e , but i t 
doesn't m a t t e r . We don't have a n y t h i n g b e t t e r t o do 
than w a i t . 

May 28, 1943 We got a few Type U-Rations today, 
which are about 100% b e t t e r than these C-Rations. 

May 29, 1943 Recon loaded 8 v e h i c l e s today. A h a l f ­
t r a c k l o a d o f us went i n t o SOUK AHRAS today across the 
l i n e i n t o ALGERIA. I t i s a n i c e town. Has a b i g evacu­
a t i o n h o s p i t a l , Barrus and I found a cinema which 
showed American p i c t u r e s w i t h French language dubbed i n . 
We p a i d 10 Francs t o see an o l d q u i v e r y p i c t u r e o f Bob 
Burns i n something. We found a c o n f e c t i o n e r t h a t had 
ob t a i n e d some sugar. We bought candy from him 10 pi e c e s 
f o r 80F or 16"^ a p i e c e . Q u i t e h i g h , b ut n o t h i n g around 
t o spend our money on. We were delayed an hour going 
back over the narrow mountain roads, as a convoy was 
coming through w i t h B r i t i s h t r u c k s and tanks and P r i s o n e r s 
of war. 

May 30, 1943 Went t o High Mass a t GHARDIMAOU. The 
Archbishop was present and gave us a b l e s s i n g . T h i s was 
o n l y a s m a l l church. I t was packed, and two or t h r e e 
times as many people o u t s i d e . N a t i v e populance, American, 
B r i t i s h and French s o l d i e r s . 

May 3 1 , 1943 A-CO loaded o u t eleven v e h i c l e s today, 
June 1 , 1943 Bombers and f i g h t e r s o f ours have been 

going over a l l day today. Don't know where they are 
h i t t i n g , 

June 4, 1943 More recon v e h i c l e s shipped o u t . Arabs 
were t h r e s h i n g wheat today. They c u t about a f o o t below 
the g r a i n and t i e i t w i t h a wisp o f st r a w . M o s t l y 
women doing the c u t t i n g . I t i s then p i l e d up and an 
Arab drove t h r e e b u r r o s and two horses around i n c i r c l e s 
tromping o u t the g r a i n , w h i l e another f e l l o w w i t h a f o r k 
kept i t p i l e d up. Then on a windy day they throw i t i n 
the a i r and l e t the straw and c h a f f blow away. 

An Arab came t o our v e h i c l e t o n i g h t w i t h a l o a f o f 
f l a t Arab bread f o r me. Then he t o l d a p i t i f u l t a l e o f 
having s i x p i c k a n i n n i e s , no c l o t h e s and food f o r them. 
I guess they p i c k on me f o r a sucker. They get t e a r s i n 
t h e i r eyes and I s h e l l o u t an u n d e r s h i r t or a can o f 
food, w h i l e most o f the f e l l o w s s e l l them s t u f f they 
have i n excess. 

June 5, 1943 A-Company moved out s i x d e s t r o y e r s today. 
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Brueggeirian, Barrus and I went up the road a h a l f m i l e t o 
the German P.W. Camp. There are s e v e r a l thousand here 
t h a t came i n l a s t n i g h t . They are guarded by the 
B r i t i s h . We t a l k e d t o s e v e r a l a f t e r they had passed 
through a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n t e n t o f some k i n d . Most o f them 
s t i l l f u l l o f s p i r i t and t h i n k the Nazis w i l l s t i l l w i n . 
They t o l d how every American had e i t h e r been k i l l e d or 
ca p t u r e d i n Hawaii, as w e l l as the P h i l l i p i n e s . They 
s t a t e d how we are f i g h t i n g f o r the c a p i t a l i s t and they 
were f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r c o u n t r y . How England and U.S. 
had been p r e p a r i n g f o r war since 1918, and Germany o n l y 
s i n c e 1934. Went back t o P.W. Camp, and traded two packs 
of c i g a r ' ^ t t e s f o r a s i l v e r r i n g , t h a t would have c o s t 
300F i n TUNIS. 

We found some Arabs and bought 3 onions f o r 5 Francs 
and two s m a l l chickens f o r 150 Francs each. Sold a p a i r 
of German s h o r t s f o r 85 Francs, and a mattress cover f o r 
440 Francs. Money i s w o r t h h a r d l y a n y t h i n g , and p r o d u c t s 
t o buy or s e l l are i n s h o r t supply. 

June 6, 1943 Brueggeman and I walked i n t o GHARDIMAOU 
to Mass, There were a couple o f swallows w i t h a nest 
b u i l t over the main a l t a r , t h a t f l e w around the church 
l a s t Sunday. Now they are b r i n g i n g bugs t o a couple o f 
young b i r d s . 

June 7, 1943 Rest o f C-Company and one B-Co v e h i c l e 
l e f t today, 

June 8, 1943 Recon l i g h t tank and C-CO h a l f - t r a c k s 
l e f t today. Only Hq 7 h a l f - t r a c k s and 15 of our v e h i c l e s 
l e f t . T h i s morning 107 F o r t r e s s e s i n a d d i t i o n t o f i g h t e r s 
and medium bombers went over, headed f o r Europe. 

June 9, 1943 More than a hundred F o r t r e s s e s went over 
again today. News t o n i g h t . F o r t s dropped l e a f l e t s on 
PANTELLERIA t o s u r r e n d e r . J e r r y p r i s o n e r s were s i n g i n g 
t o n i g h t i n the P.W. Camp. B r i t i s h , had a piano and o t h e r 
i n s t r u m e n t s and were b e a t i n g out a rythmn. From the 
o t h e r d i r e c t i o n , c o u l d be heard the Arabs c h a n t i n g a 
war dance o f some k i n d and an Arab f l u t e p l a y i n g . What 
A Country, 

June 10, 1943 About 8 a,m,, 125 F o r t r e s s e s , and 93 P-
38s went over. They kept coming over a l l day. More than 
a thousand planes passed over going toward PANTELLERIA 
or ITALY or SICILY. The French have taken over from the 
B r i t i s h , and are r u n n i n g the r a i l r o a d s and i n the t r a n ­
s i t i o n i t i s slower, 

June 1 1 , 1943 More F o r t r e s s e s and o t h e r f i g h t e r s and 
bombers went over t h i s morning. The ISLAND o f PANTELLERIA 
f e l l t o a l l i e d f o r c e s about noon when they r a i s e d a w h i t e 
f l a g from TELEGRAPH HILL. 

June 12, 1943 E i g h t o f Hdq and t h r e e A-CO h a l f - t r a c k s 
were moved o u t a t 6 p.m. Another l i t t l e i s l a n d 
LAMPEDUSA, 80 m i l e s south of PANTALLERIA f e l l today t o 
a l l i e s . 

June 14, 1943 V e h i c l e came back from our headquarters 
n e ^ i ORAN t o see what was h o l d i n g us up. They were p a i d 
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June 9 t h , and p a r t l y i n American money. I hope t h i s 
means something toward us going home, 

June 15, 1943 Went swimming today. 
June 16, 1943 Not much a i r c r a f t going over. Bases 

must have moved up c l o s e r . A bunch o f German p r i s o n e r s 
from PANTELLERIA have been brought t o the P.W. Camp near 
her e, 

June 17, 1943 A Convoy o f amphibi t r u c k s passed 
through here on way toward TUNIS. Learned a new card 
game today, from the Arab k i d s who hang around. They 
s i t around p l a y i n g cards and cussing i n American s t y l e . 

June 18, 1943 Two guys from h e a d q u a r t e r s , who were 
released from h o s p i t a l near BIZERTE went AWOL, and 
h i t c h e d back here a f t e r having been assigned t o a r e ­
placement depot. They came back w i t h us t o n i g h t . A-
Company's two v e h i c l e s l e f t t h i s morning, l e a v i n g o n l y 
f i v e B-Company h a l f - t r a c k s . 

June 19,1943 Loaded up about 9 t o n i g h t . 
June 20, 1943 Tied our v e h i c l e s down and are ready 

t o r o l l whenever they get ready t o p u l l us o u t . Two 
French k i d s hung around a l l the time we were l o a d i n g , 
then they cleaned up and we went t o church t o g e t h e r . 
They were both a l t a r boys. One, Marcel, i s a French 
S t a f f Sgt. son and Maurice i s a c a p t a i n s son. They were 
both back a f t e r Mass, and stayed a l l a f t e r n o o n along 
w i t h a couple o f Arab k i d s , Geucif and Mohammed. They 
played cards i n the shade o f our h a l f - t r a c k s . One Arab 
k i d , 13 years o l d , d i d n ' t have e i t h e r p a r e n t s , and 
Mohammed, 9 years o l d ' s , mama was dead. Those Arabs must 
die young or were k i l l e d , I don't know. 

A t r a i n l o a d o f nurses and medics went by headed f o r 
TUNIS. B r i t i s h and French and American t r o o p s and e q u i p ­
ment are moving up and some are moving back, such as us. 

About 4 o'clock Maurice and M a r c e l , along w i t h about 
s i x Arab k i d s were s i t t i n g i n the shade o f an o l d B r i t i s h 
t r u c k i n the B r i t i s h salvage dump by our c a r s . They were 
hammering w i t h t h e i r hand on the water cans or any o t h e r 
t h i n g t o make a rythmn. I j o i n e d the p a r t y , and we 
r e a l l y had a jazz-band g o i n g . I learned a few Arab 
dances w i t h the k i d s d e m o n s t r a t i n g . About 8 o'clock the 
B r i t i s h L i e u t , chased them away. One l i t t l e t y k e about 
5 years o l d wanted t o s i t by me a l l the time and h o l d my 
hand, arm, or l e g , and i f anyone t r i e d t o p u l l him away 
he c r i e d . I suppose he u n o f f i c i a l l y adopted me. L i t t l e 
French g i r l s came over by the cars about 7 p.m., and got 
t h e i r quota o f sugar, candy or whatever we had. The 
French are. r e a l l y c u t e k i d s and keep c l e a n most o f the 
time e s p e c i a l l y on Sunday. The Arabs are v e t e r a n beggars, 
d i r t y as a l l h e l l , and j u s t about as c u t e as the French. 
I f e e l s o r r y f o r the l i t t l e d e v i l s and when I a s s o c i a t e 
w i t h them and have a good t i m e , a l l my American a s s o c i a t e s 
get provoked and say I have been here too l o n g , and am 
t u r n i n g i n t o an Arab. 

June 2 1 , 1943 Switch around i n yard a l l day. F i n a l l y 
about 3 p.m. we p u l l e d o u t . Maurice and h i s l i t t l e s i s t e r 
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were down, h o l l e r i n g f o r Jim and waving goodbye, as we 
p u l l e d o u t . 

Maurice had a w h i t e s a i l o r cap on w i t h an American 
f l a g on the f r o n t . I t i s easy t o make f r i e n d s w i t h t h e 
k i d s . 

Had a p r e t t y t r i p , through the mountain passes and 
through s i x t u n n e l s t o SOUK AHRAS some 40 m i l e s . Could 
h a r d l y b r e a t h on the f l a t cars going through t u n n e l s . 
The s m e l l o f c o a l smoke and c i n d e r s made me t h i n k I was 
r a i l r o a d i n g a g a i n . 

A r r i v e d about 6:30 i n SOUK AHRAS and had a few 
glasses o f wine before c l o s i n g time a t 8. We were 
shunted onto s i d i n g t o spend the n i g h t . 

June 22, 1943 Near a French cemetery, saw a French 
f a m i l y b u r y i n g a member o f the f a m i l y . Another dead 
s o l d i e r . T h i s i s more p i t i f u l than the s i g h t of war 
i t s e l f . I had grown t o bear the s i g h t of dead and 
wounded i n b a t t l e , w i t h o u t q u i v e r i n g an e y e - l i d , b ut 
when I saw t h i s war widow throw h e r s e l f on top o f the 
c o f f i n and beat and hammer on i t , moaning and sobbing, 
and t r y i n g t o throw h e r s e l f i n t o the grave, i t got under 
my h i d e , 

A load o f new t r o o p s heading up toward the f r o n t 
stopped beside us. I met a f e l l o w from M a r c e l i n e , MO, 
and had a nic e t a l k w i t h him about o l d acquaintances. 

We found 10 g a l l o n s o f wine t o g i v e us a l i t t l e 
nourishment enroute. 

June 23, 1943 Stayed i n bed u n t i l l a t e . Making f a i r 
t i m e . I n t o SETIF a t 2:30 p.m. out a t 6 p.m. Through 
t u n n e l s a l l n i g h t . 

June 24, 1943 Went through THIERS, PALERMO and 
MENEVILLE. Towns we had been through on way t o f r o n t i n 
March. French Red Cross canteen at MENEVILLE. Got 
c o f f e e and a piece o f bread. Out about noon and through 
BELLE FONTAINE. 

June 25, 1943 I n t o PERREGAUX, about 10 and out a t 
1:30, Have met a l o t o f American p a r a t r o o p s and a i r b o r n e 
a r t i l l e r y , a l s o B r i t i s h p a r a t r o o p s going up. Rumors o f 
i n v a s i o n about middle o f J u l y . Went through STE. BARBE 
DUTHELAT, SIDI BEL ABBES. 

June 26, 1943 Went through LA MORCIERE. A r r i v e d i n 
TLEMCEN, end of our r a i l t r i p a t noon. Unloaded immedi­
a t e l y . Came through SEBDOU and some f i f t e e n m i les i n t o 
the mountains t o our bivouac area. We are i n a d e s o l a t e 
area compared t o Camp Hood, Texas. We went t o take a 
shower a t an oasis where engineers had s e t up' shower 
f a c i l i t i e s . Received 25 l e t t e r s and 5 newspapers. My 
f i r s t m a i l i n AFRICA. 

June 27, 1943 Did n o t h i n g a l l day, but w r i t e l e t t e r s 
and catch up on my m a i l . Walked about a m i l e t o 894th 
TD, t o Mass t o n i g h t a t 7:30. 

June 28, 1943 Up a t 6:30 f o r r e v e i l l e , c a l i s t h e n i c s 
and a f o u r m i l e h i k e . Had r e t r e a t parade a t which 
L t , Welch was given the S i l v e r S t a r . C o l o n e l Barney 
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read a commendation sent by General Harmon of the F i r s t 
Armored d i v i s i o n t o which we were a t t a c h e d . From March 
15, t o May 19, f o r good work by 776th, Only two b a t t a ­
l i o n s were commended, 16th engineers and us. 

We were a l e r t e d a t 10 p,m., and put out p a t r o l s i n 
a d j o i n i n g area f o r enemy p a r a t r o o p s i n v a d e r s , Don' t 
know i f i t was j u s t an attempt t o keep us on our toes or 
i f an a t t a c k was expected, 

June 30, 1943 L e f t f o r SAIDIA w i t h 12 o t h e r f e l l o w s 
t o spend a week a t 5th Army r e s t camp. Three o f these, 
are f e l l o w s who have been wounded, but the r e s t o f us I 
suppose j u s t need a r e s t . Went through TLEMCEN, OUJDA 
and a r r i v e d a t 12:30. Had type C - r a t i o n s , and r a i s e d 
h e l l about i t . Went swimming i n the Mediterranean, drank 
a l i t t l e wine and a f t e r supper went t o a show. Gable and 
Turner i n something, 

J u l y 1, 1943 Up a t 7. B r e a k f a s t , c a l i s t h e n i c s . 
P o l i c e d up and went t o the Mediterranean f o r swim. Came 
oack and s l e p t a l l a f t e r n o o n . 

J u l y 2, 1943 Went swimming i n a.m. A f t e r dinner 
rented b i c y c l e s and rode t o PORT SAY, t o go swimming, 
took a few p i c t u r e s and had a good ti m e . Went on guard 
from 8 t o 11:30, 

J u l y 3, 1943 Sl e p t l a t e and d i d n o t h i n g a l l morning 
but read. Got a h a i r c u t from an Arab barber, who was 
b a r e f o o t and wore n o t h i n g but a p a i r o f s h o r t s . A f t e r 
supper drank a l i t t l e wine and went t o French Red Cross 
show at the square i n SAIDIA, 

J u l y 4, 1943 Went t o Mass i n basement o f h o t e l . Ate 
dinner and went swimming a l l a f t e r n o o n i n the M e d i t e r r a ­
nean . 

J u l y 5, 1943 Went swimming. About 10 a.m., s t a r t e d 
d r i n k i n g wine and e a t i n g shrimp and d i d n ' t q u i t u n t i l 8 
p.m. One o f our men had hemorrhoids from bouncing around 
on the c o l d s t e e l of our d e s t r o y e r s f o r months. We went 
down t o Naval a i d s t a t i o n . A L i e u t , t h e r e had him drop 
h i s p a n t s , gave him a s h o t , had him bend over and p r o ­
ceeded t o op e r a t e . Then we a l l walked back t o camp, 
i n c l u d i n g the p a t i e n t . 

J u l y 6, 1943 Swam an hour, then headed back t o our 
desert camp. 

J u l y 7, 1943 Got p a i d t h i s p.m. f o r two months. 
J u l y 8, 1943 Had a t o o t h f i l l e d . 
J u l y 9, 1943 On guard t o n i g h t . 
J u l y 10, 1943 On guard a l l day today. Dust storm t h i s 

a f t e r n o o n . So hot and dry can h a r d l y l i v e i n the a f t e r ­
noons. A l l i e d t r o o p s invaded SICILY t h i s morning. 

J u l y 12, 1943 Out on range f i r i n g from 5:30 a.m. t o 
6 p.m. 

J u l y 13, 1943 Got t y p h o i d and typhus shots today. 
Sent home a box w i t h c o i n s , p i c t u r e s and s o u v e n i r s . 

J u l y 14, 1943 L e f t a t 9 a.m. f o r BENI SAP t o spend 
a few days. B e a u t i f u l c o u n t r y near the sea and the town 
i s an improvement. Bivouaced near the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s 
and about 200 yards from the ocean. Went downtown and 



20 

had a few beers, f i r s t i n over f o u r months. 
J u l y 15, 1943 Swam a b i t and spent most o f the day 

i n town. 
J u l y 16, 1943 Swam a l l morning and went f o r a walk 

w i t h Baker, a f t e r d i n n e r , down the coast and up i n the 
mountains, f o r a few p i c t u r e s . 

J u l y 18, 1943 Went t o 9 o'clock Mass, then downtown 
t o have a few beers. For the past two or th r e e days, 
one beer place we go, I have a boy and two g i r l s about 
t h r e e years o l d who are always on my l a p . At l e a s t two 
at a time and u s u a l l y one st a n d i n g by my s i d e . Cute 
l i t t l e d e v i l s . 

J u l y 19, 1943 L e f t t o come back t o o l d area. Worked 
a l l a f t e r n o o n i n s t a l l i n g r a d i o s . 

J u l y 20, 1943 I n s t a l l e d r a d i o s a l l day. A l l i e s doing 
good j o b i n SICILY, and Russians are advancing i n the 
OREL f r o n t . 

J u l y 21, 1943 A l l i e s captured ENNA i n h e a r t o f i s l a n d 
Now h a l f o f SICILY i s i n our hands. 

J u l y 22, 1943 Got new d e s t r o y e r s today. 
J u l y 23, 1943 Four S i l v e r S t a r s were awarded t o C-CO 

men. 
J u l y 24, 1943 PALERMO has f a l l e n . About 30,000 a x i s 

s o l d i e r s are penned i n a small area i n N.W, SICILY. 
Americans are pushing eastward along n o r t h c o a s t . 
Canadians are pushing n o r t h e a s t and B r i t i s h 8 th are s t i l l 
on o u t s k i r t s of CATANIA. 

J u l y 25, 1943 MARSALA has f a l l e n . Germans s t i l l h o l d 
CATANIA. 

J u l y 26,1943 M u s s o l i n i overthrown, and F a s c i s t Govern­
ment a b o l i s h e d . New government under King V i c t o r Emmanuel 
and Marshal B a g d o l i o . 

J u l y 27, 1943 Out on f i r i n g range a l l day. 
J u l y 28, 1943 Received c e r t i f i c a t e saying I was awardei 

the Good Conduct Medal. With t h i s and a n i c k l e I can buy 
a cup o f c o f f e e . 

J u l y 29, 1943 Went t o TLMENCEN f o r the day. S u t r o 
and I c e l e b r a t e d h i s b i r t h d a y . 

August 2, 1943 Had one of the w i l d e s t sandstorms I 
ever saw. Lasted a l l morning. We are supposed t o move 
to a new area tomorrow. 

August 3, 1943 Moved t o a new area near highway where 
we won't have t o t r a v e l over e i g t h m i l e s of d e s e r t b e f o r e 
we get t h i s f a r . Baker and I v i s i t e d a museum i n town 
where we saw r e l i c s and stone e n g r a v i n g s , murals i n t i l e 
and o t h e r a r t i c l e s , 10 t o 13 c e n t u r i e s o l d . We then went 
t o a mosque or the Mohammedan church. Before e n t e r i n g , 
we had t o take o f f our shoes, or p u t on a l a r g e p a i r o f 
sandles over our shoes. The e n t i r e f l o o r was covered 
w i t h s m a l l i n d i v i d u a l p r a y e r rugs o f b e a u t i f u l c o l o r 
and m a t e r i a l . T h i s mosque was claimed t o be 12 c e n t u r i e s 
o l d . The i n s c r i p t i o n around the ni c h e i n the w a l l where 
the p r o p h e t must s i t , was b e a u t i f u l l y carved i n stone. 
The t i m b e r s and a l l t he woodwork o f the c e i l i n g was cedar 
from t h e Cedars o f Lebanon. There was a huge c h a n d e l i e r 
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o f s i l v e r about 10 f e e t i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e , 10 or 15 f e e t 
t a l l . We then went i n t o the room where t h e y wash t h e i r 
hands, faces and f e e t b e f o r e p r a y i n g . A p r e t t y i n l a i d 
t i l e f o u n t a i n i s used and some Arab was washing. We saw 
se v e r a l Mohammedans p r a y i n g i n t h e i r f a s h i o n o f k n e e l i n g 
and bowing and st a n d i n g and bowing and then r e p e a t i n g 
t h i s . 

I n the Musee we saw a cannon o f the 15th c e n t u r y . 
We had supper i n a n i c e h o t e l and had a good time 

f o r a change. 
August 5, 1943 CATANIA has a t l a s t f a l l e n t o the 

B r i t i s h 8 t h . Russians are f i g h t i n g i n the s t r e e t s o f 
OREL. 

August 6,7, 1943 T r a i n i n g group was i n t r y i n g t o 
teach us some p r i n c i p l e s o f b a t t l e . They had never been 
i n b a t t l e . T h e i r t r a i n i n g wasn't w e l l r e c e i v e d . 

A u g u s t s , 1943 636 TD moved out y e s t e r d a y . Feel t h a t 
our time i s coming soon, 

August 10, 1943 Four o f our d e s t r o y e r s and a l l o f 
A-CO l e f t a t 7 a.m. f o r p o i n t unknown. We are supposed 
t o f o l l o w Thursday. 

August 1 1 , 1943 Russians are on the move halfway t o 
BRYANSK from OREL. KHARKOV i s surrounded on 3 sides w i t h 
one Russian group o n l y ten m i l e s away. Sudden change i n 
plans has stopped our move o t ORAN,for i n v a s i o n p r a c t i c e . 
We are now, again i n the 5 t h Army, and n o t i n the 7th 
as we have been f o r a month. 

August 12, 1943 Changed our A.P.O. number. Don't 
know why. 

August 13, 1943 Out a l l morning. F i r i n g p r a c t i c e . 
August 14,1943 Germans are eva c u a t i n g SICILY, but 

f i g h t i n g a s t i f f r e a r guard a c t i o n . Rome has been de­
c l a r e d an open c i t y by the B a g d o l i o government. 

August 15, 1943 Several o f our o f f i c e r s have gone t o 
OM school f o r p r a c t i c e i n i n v a s i o n u n l o a d i n g . Went t o 
town t h i s a f t e r n o o n . There was a Red Cross dance t o n i g h t 
but a l l t i c k e t s were gi v e n out t o h o s p i t a l and o f f i c e 
groups. We t r i e d t o get i n , but rough combat tr o o p s were 
not a l l o w e d . Wonderful i n s t i t u t i o n , the Red Cross. 

August 18, 1943 I n s t a l l e d r a d i o i n Capt, M a r t i n s 
t r a c k . Went t o SEBDOU a t 1 p,m. Was i n town o n l y 30 
minutes when the M.P.s p i c k e d us a l l up and s a i d we were 
r e c a l l e d and a l e r t e d , Got back i n camp a t 4:30. Lt Gulp 
and our v e h i c l e along w i t h C o l o n e l Barney are t o leave a t 
6 a.m. f o r ALGIERS, t o load on boats and go as advance 
t r o o p s t o meet the r e s t o f the b a t t a l i o n i n ITALY. ITALY 
a p p a r e n t l y has been invaded or w i l l be i n a few days. 
We are a t t a c h e d t o the 7th Army a g a i n . 

August 19, 1943 Up a t 4:30 and p u l l e d out a t 6:30. 
We are a group o f 10 h a l f - t r a c k s , 10 Jimmies, and 10 
jeeps. We are an advance reconnaisance and are supposed 
t o be i n on the I t a l i a n I n v a s i o n . 

Went through SEBDOU, SIDI BEL ABBES, RELIZANE. 
Drove a l l day " u n t i l 11 p.m., w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g except 15 
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minutes f o r l u n c h . Broke a l l nuts and b o l t s o f f d r i v e 
wheel on t r a c k and stopped about 3 m i l e s out o f BLIDA, 
Were due i n Depot Area #1 a t ALGIER t o n i g h t . Sent f o r 
wrecker t o come a f t e r us. 

August 20, 1943 F i n a l l y g ot p i c k e d up by wrecker a t 
12:30 and were p u l l e d i n t o ALGIER s t a g i n g area #1. Put 
up pup t e n t s and had a f a i r supper. Sold my J e r r y f i e l d 
g l asses f o r 58. 

August 2 1 , 1943 Went t o town t h i s a f t e r n o o n . Rather 
i n t e r e s t i n g c i t y w i t h i t s l a r g e dock f u l l o f boats and 
a few o l d bombed and torpedoed wrecks. Barrage b a l l o n s 
are a l l around c i t y and docks. Nothing here t o buy 
to e at or d r i n k . Baker, Kubala and I had our p i c t u r e s 
taken by a war r e p o r t e r . Also w i t h us were two Arab 
s a i l o r s , 

August 22, 1943 Was on KP from 5 a.m. t o 8:30 p.m. 
Missed g o i n g t o church. KISKA has f a l l e n t o U.S., which 
c l e a r e d the A l e u t i a n s o f the Japs. 

August 23, 1943 Up a t 5:30 w a t e r p r o o f i n g our h a l f ­
t r a c k s , A l l our Jeeps and Jimmies are f i n i s h e d and we 
f i n i s h e d o u r , h a l f - - r a c k s today. 

August 24, 1943 We are t o l o a d o u t i n M.T. Boats, 
A B r i t i s h l a n d i n g barge o f some k i n d . Have some I t a l i a n 
maps t o study today. Don't know when D-Day i s , but i t 
i s r e p o r t e d we are scheduled f o r D p l u s 7 and s h o u l d n ' t 
be too badj Went t o ALGIERS t h i s a f t e r n o o n . B i g loads 
of B r i t i s h and American t r o o p s are l o a d i n g . 

August 25, 1943 Went t o docks. Worked a l l day un-
oading f r e i g h t c a r s and working i n warehouse. Saw Bob B 
Hope and F r a n c i s Langford a t a movie here t o n i g h t . T 

August 26, 1943 Our t r u c k s were loaded t h i s morning. 
Went t o ALGIERS t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 

August 27^ 1943 About 5 a.m. we had an a i r r a i d . 
S e veral enemy planes were over and s e v e r a l bombs were 
dropped. Don't know how much damage. One s t r a y a n t i ­
a i r c r a f t s h e l l landed i n our area and b u r s t . No damage. 

August 28, 1943 Work a t docks a l l day. Saw where 
bomb f e l l . H i t a garage b l d g , a blo c k from the warehouse 
we had been working i n and wrecked the b u i l d i n g . A.A. 
say they knocked down 3 o f the 6 planes t h a t were over. 

August 29, 1943 Went t o Mass i n ALGIER i n a s m a l l 
Spanish church. I was t h e . o n l y s o l d i e r t h e r e . 

August 30,31, Sept, 1 , 2, 3, 1943 Worked a t docks. 
Working Arabs i s almost as much work as t r y i n g t o do the 
work y o u r s e l f , 

Sept 3, 1943 I t a l y invaded across the S t r a i t s today, 
September 4, 1943 Bored w i t h n o t h i n g t o do. Found 

some I n d i a ink and s t a r t e d p a i n t i n g p i c t u r e s o f d e s t r o y e r s 
on backs o f combat j a c k e t s , I have a c o l d , but don't j i 
want t o go t o the h o s p i t a l and g e t l e f t behind, S 

September 5, 1943 Cold a l i t t l e b e t t e r . Worked on fl 
the docks but sneaked o f f and went t o church a t 10 o ' c l < ^ 
i n my l i t t l e Spanish c h u r c h . 

September 6, 1943 A l l i e s are s t i l l moving i n I t a l y , 
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Have captured REGGIO, BAGNARA, MELITA and s e v e r a l o t h e r 
towns. We loaded r e s t o f our v e h i c l e s t o d a y , are r e p o r t ­
ed t o be going aboard Wednesday. 

September 7, 1943 F i r s t bunch of men l e f t here t o 
board s h i p a t 2:30. I am t o go a t 5:30, w i t h second 
bunch. As we p u l l e d o ut f o r our s h i p , TARANTIA, a r a d i o 
on the dock was p l a y i n g , "When the L i g h t s Go On Again 
A l l Over the World," We were giv e n b o o k l e t s . Guides 
t o ITALY, and were t o l d we were t o be i n on the i n v a s i o n , 
which we more or l e s s knew a l r e a d y . We are bunked down 
on wooden shelves i n the h o l d o f a beat up o l d B r i t i s h 
merchant s h i p , loaded w i t h dynamite, o i l , v e h i c l e s , 
B r i t i s h and American s o l d i e r s . 

September 8 , 1943 Four merchantships, one t r a n s p o r t 
and a c o r v e t t e , moved away from docks l a t e t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
8th Army i s moving up i n both south and west coasts o f 
the toe o f ITALY, 6:50 p.m. J u s t announced t h a t ITALY 
has signed a r m i s t i c e and are t o help us and r e t a r d the 
Germans. Now, we don't know what t o expect. 

September 9, 1943 American 5th Army under Mark Cla r k 
t o whom we now belong invaded below NAPLES a t 4 a.m. 
Thi s i s no doubt where we w i l l go. 

September 10, 1943 B r i t i s h captured TARANTO, 8 t h 
Army advancing up both c o a s t s . American 5 t h , meeting 
tough o p p o s i t i o n near NAPLES. 

September 1 1 , 1943 P u l l e d out past the harbor where 
a l a r g e convoy i s making a rendezvous. They have been 
p u l l i n g o u t o f here a l l day and a l s o have been coming 
i n from o t h e r p o r t s . 

September 12, 1943 S t i l l out i n harbor t h i s morning. 
Saw Canadian submarine come i n t h i s morning f l y i n g s k u l l 
and c r o s s bones w i t h many s h i p s t o i t s c r e d i t . Convoy 
s t a r t e d o ut a t 9:30. We p u l l e d o ut a t 10:45. Dropped 
a few depth charges a t 3:30. F o l l o w i n g AFRICAN COAST 
LINE, Sea i s a b e a u t i f u l b l u e and calm as a m i l l pond. 

Sept.ember 13,1 943 Last n i g h t wai= b e a u t i f u 1 w i t h a l ­
most a f u l l moon s h i n i n g over the water and tii e shores 
of ''iFRICA, looming up out o f the moonlight t o our r i . g h t . 
This would be a n i c e v a c a t i o n i n peace t i m e . 

Our t r o o p s are having more t r o u b l e i n the SALERNO 
area. Have gained o n l y two m i l e s from the beach and a l l 
unloading i s under heavy f i r e from a r t i l l e r y and a super­
i o r a i r f o r c e . I hope i t c l e a r s up b e f o r e another two 
days. 

September 14, 1943 Our t r o o p s a t SALERNO are o n l y 
h o l d i n g . We make an a t t a c k and are c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d 
back and f o r t h , I t must be h e l l . 

Saw t h r e e I t a l i a n d e s t r o y e r s steaming back. We 
turned i n t o docks a t BIZERTE about 10:30, then on again 
before noon. Have pic k e d up s e v e r a l convoys. We are 
g e t t i n g q u i t e a crowd. Passed a submarine base near 
BIZERTE, 4 p.m. meeting by C o l . Barney. We are t o 
land a t SALERNO on Thursday. We were t o land a t docks, 
hut w i t h c o n d i t i o n s as they are we may n o t be able t o do 
BO, 
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The Ihi'd phj-.e hpg.in on March 15 with an aerial bombardment •;• 
Ihf town Jhp 2nd New Zealand Dm<ion then attacked Cassint̂ ; 

liam the north One i-li-menl reached the railroad italion, j 
another ivas '•tailed in (own and .1 third veered oH to lake Castle i 
Hill The 4th Indian Dtviwn used the hill ai a jump-ofl point • 'i 
tor iti attack an the mondiiery, only to be stopped 2S0 yards away* 

Capt. Donald Anderson 
lit. A d l e r B r a t l a n d 



At Cassino 
Maurice R o c h l i t z , Bob B a r t l e y 

Eddie Levine, John Newman, Harry Gardner 
Jim Montgomery, Ross Grimes, Raymond B i b l e 

Cowboy B a i e r & W i l l a r d Thompson 

January 1944 near San P i e t r o , I t a l y 
Joe O'Brien, P a y n e s v i l l e , Minn.; Ed Lukes, Lisbon, 
N.D.; A l f r e d S t r a n d , Nome, N.D.; Luther Thomas, 
Rose H i l l , N.C.; Stephen Turk, McAdoo, Penn. 

A p r i l 1944 near Capua, I t a l y 
W i l l a r d Thompson, L i s b o n , N.D.; John T r u e s d e l l , 
L i s b o n , N.D.; Bob Campbell, DeLamere, N.D.; Bernie 
Simpson, Bryson, Tex.; Emil Olwick, Toledo, Oh. 



J u l y 1944 near Ponasacco, I t a l y 
E rnest Hines, D e l h i , Minn.; Charles B u l l a r d , Hico, 
Tex.; Elmer Thomason, Lisbon, N.D.; Howard W i l s o n , 
Wyndraere, N.D. 

January 1944 near San P i e t r o , I t a l y 
F l e t c h e r Wood, Athens, Ga.; Joe Randash, M o h a l l , 
N.D,; Ralph M i l e s , B r a i n e r d , Minn.; Bob E l i j a h , 
L i s b o n , N.D. 

A p r i l 1944 near Capua, I t a l y 
A. C. Anderson, Anaconda, Mont.; I r v i n D e v i t t , 
M i l n o r , N.D.; Ralph M i k k e l s o n , Wolseth, N.D.; 
B u r n e t t Norby, Alkabo, N.D.; Andy Bartha, Lynch, Ky 

K 1 

January 1944 near San P i e t r o , I t a l y 
F r a n c i s Z e r r , L i s b o n , N.D.; H a r o l d P e i h l , Hunter, N.D. 
A r n o l d F r e e l a n d e r , Plaza, N.D.; Norman D u t o i t , 
Washburn, N.D.; O r v i l l e S c h j e l d a h l , M a y v i l l e , N.D. 



A p r i l 1944 near Capua, I t a l y 
Anthony A r b o i t , B a l t i m o r e , MD.; Tony S h u t t o , Denver, 
Colo.; F r i t z C a r r o l l , L i s b o n , N.D.; Leon De Corte; 
Vernon Anderson, Minot, N.D. 

January 1944 near San P i e t r o , I t a l y 
Jake Sackmann, T u t t l e , N.D.; Sig Johnson, McLeod, 
N.D.; Rohben Glazebrooks, Morganton, N.C.; Marion 
Toyne, L i s b o n , N.D.; Ralph Veale, King C i t y , Mo. 

Eddie Lukes, Robert Gallup 
Joe C a l v e r t , Tony Shutto 
A. C. Anderson, L t . Holmes 

F r o n t — 
M a r t i n Bachman, Reuben Jodsaas 
R e a r — Ed C a r r o l l 
Roy Weisenhaus, Myron B e l l 


