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ITALY 

Septem.ber 15 , 194 3 Noon. We have been along the 
coast o f SICILY a l l morning b u t have now l e f t i t behind, 
and are headed n o r t h toward our d e s t i n a t i o n ITALY. 
Troops a t SALERNO are g e t t i n g a w a l l o p i n g and commenta
t o r s c l a i m , worse i s t o come b e f o r e i t s over. We are 
due i n there tomorrow. So, I imagine we w i l l g et h e l l 
f o r a few days. We have g o t t e n i t b e f o r e , so some o f us 
may l i v e through t h i s . 

September 16 , 1943 A i r r a i d t h i s a.m. a t 4 o 'clock. 
Dropped a couple o f eggs j u s t back o f our s h i p . H i t 
n o t h i n g . We came almost i n t o p o r t a t 10 a.m., then 
were ordered o u t t o c i r c l e a w h i l e . Have heard heavy 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e a l l morning. F i n a l l y p u l l e d i n t o SALERNO 
BAY, about middle of a f t e r n o o n . Things seem f a i r l y 
under c o n t r o l . One merchant s h i p , one American plane 
and p o s s i b l y a dozen l a n d i n g c r a f t sunk or burned here 
w i t h i n v i s i o n , The worst may have been a l i t t l e f u r t h e r 
away. Two b i g a n c i e n t Roman r u i n s w i t h i n s i g h t (PAESTUM) 
I would l i k e t o see them c l o s e r . Several a i r a l e r t s t h i s 
a f t e r n o o n but the a i r most o f the time was p r o t e c t e d by 
our planes. 

September 17, 1943 We were kept awake almost a l l 
n i g h t by a i r a l e r t s and a couple o f bombings. Began 
unloading t h i s a f t e r n o o n , but a l l the 776 men are s t i l l 
aboard. 

September 18, 1943 A i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t , so c l o s e two 
bombs threw water on me up on deck. I got scared but 
can't do a n y t h i n g about i t . Went t o sleep again very 
soon, I haven't s l e p t v e r y much f o r two n i g h t s . My 
lungs h u r t so from the heavy smoke screen they put up a l l 
n i g h t and p a r t o f the day. I c e r t a i n l y wish we c o u l d go 
ashore. Unloading s h i p again a l l day. The t h r e e f o r c e s 
a t the t o e , h e e l , and SALERNO have supposedly j o i n e d up 
and J e r r y i s moving back, but i t hasn't stopped a i r r a i d s 

September 19, 1943 Only one a i r a l e r t l a s t n i g h t and 
no bombs. Unloaded g a s o l i n e a l l morning. F i n a l l y got 
o f f the boat about 6 t o n i g h t . A i r a l e r t blew as we came 
ashore w i t h our equipment. Loaded on t r u c k s and went t o 
our bivouac area about two m i l e s from the beach. There 
r e a l l y are some b e a u t i f u l Roman r u i n s here. Wish I had 
some f i l m . Bedded down i n a straw p i l e near an o l i v e 
o r c h a r d and g o t a r e a l r e f r e s h i n g sleep f o r the f i r s t 
time i n s e v e r a l days. 

Saw a bunch o f n a t i v e s and they a l l seem f r i e n d l y 
but beg as much as the Arabs. They grow q u i t e a b i t of 
c o t t o n here and have some n i c e l o o k i n g c a t t l e . There i s 
an A-36 bomber base near here, j u s t graded o u t o f a wheat 
f i e l d . I had no idea they operated under such rugged 
c o n d i t i o n s and so near t o the l i n e s . 

September 20, 1943 Nice day here today. F i g h t e r -
bombers are r e a l l y keeping busy going up and back. Re
p o r t e d NAPLES has been captured and we are s t i l l pushing, 
a l s o f i g h t i n g r e p o r t e d i n SARDINIA and i n BRENNER PASS, 
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by I t a l i a n s . 

Was t a l k i n g t o two I t a l i a n s t h i s a.m. One had 
been a s o l d i e r f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t the Russians a t 
STALINGRAD and t o l d how the Russians e n c i r c l e d the c i t y 
and he had t o swim back across the Don R i v e r . 

We moved n o r t h f i f t e e n m i l e s t h i s a f t e r n o o n almost 
t o SALERNO. There has been some s t i f f f i g h t i n g i n here. 
Many Mark-4 tanks have been knocked o u t . 

The I t a l i a n people are streaming back much l i k e 
the Arabs were doing the l a s t few day o f the T u n i s i a n 
f i g h t i n g . 

September 2 1 , 1943 Spent most of the morning c l e a n i n g 
up v e h i c l e s then went swimming i n the SELE RIVER, along 
which some heavy f i g h t i n g was going on a few days ago. 
Washed a few c l o t h e s . While we were watching both J e r r y 
and our bombers drop bombs a few m i l e s away. I t ' s a 
g r e a t l i f e . M a i n l y g r e a t because we s t i l l have i t . 
A f t e r supper went on a walk w i t h Baker f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s . 
Saw s e v e r a l knocked out German tanks w i t h many unburied 
corpses s t i l l l y i n g around. No one has had time t o bury 
them a l l or ou r s . The f i g h t i n g was so f i e r c e and now 
the advance i s so r a p i d . 

Saw the sweetest l o o k i n g herd o f horses and i n good 
shape except one had a l a r g e wound through h i s shoulder. 
I f e e l s o r r y f o r the poor animal t h a t i s s u b j e c t t o such 
hardships because o f man's damn f o o l i s h n e s s . 

We saw a f i n e farmhouse w i t h a l a r g e d a i r y barn and 
f i v e d w e l l i n g houses f o r t e n a n t s t h a t were a complete 
shambles. The l a r g e house had a b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e chapel 
w i t h n i c e s t a t u e s , candelabra and e v e r y t h i n g . That side 
o f the house wasn't so t e r r i b l y d e s t r o y e d . One bomb 
had dropped through a corner o f the house and knocked 
down a l l but one w a l l on which s t i l l hung a c r u c i f i x . 

T h i s c o u n t r y i s a l o t l i k e M i s s o u r i . Some n i c e 
oak t r e e s , a l f a l f a f i e l d s , c o t t o n , n i c e p a s t u r e s and 
f i n e f a t s t o c k . Not l i k e the a r i d A f r i c a . 

September 22, 1943 Worked on v e h i c l e s t h i s a.m. 
Baker and I took another walk toward a town, EBOLI some 
f i v e m i l e s away. I t i s r e a l l y a wrecked p l a c e . R a i l 
road yards t o r n up and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . Helped a couple 
o f l i t t l e boys d i g g i n g the r u b l e , of what must have been 
t h e i r home a few days ago. They were c r y i n g and I thought 
maybe some one o f t h e i r f o l k was pinned under the wreck
age. E v i d e n t l y n o t , because I f i n a l l y understood i t was 
o n l y a p i e c e o f f u r n i t u r e they were a f t e r . Another t y k e 
about e i g h t years o l d was as k i n g us f o r food when he^ 
heard a Piper Cub going over. He cowered and shook i n 
h i s boots as i f seeing death approach a g a i n . We made 
him understand i t wasn't a bomber, and he was one r e 
l i e v e d k i d . 

Saw an o l d c r i p p l e d n a t i v e who, when I s a i d , "Bon 
Giurno", he responded " i n America we say "Good Morning". 
He spoke a l i t t l e E n g l i s h . He sa i d he l i v e d i n New York 
3n years ago, and came back 30 years t o o soon. On 
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q u e s t i o n i n g , he s a i d he had a t one time l i v e d i n Poplar 
B l u f f , MO., and had a b r o t h e r - i n - l a w and a b r o t h e r s t i l l 
t h e r e . His name was W i l l y F a rigone. His b r o t h e r - i n - l a w 
was Sorecine, who had a f r u i t stand on Maple St. and 
Tom Morino. 

I found an I t a l i a n bayonet t o add t o my French and 
German bayonets. A l s o , found an I r o n Cross r i b b o n . 
Most o f our o u t f i t came i n t o n i g h t . Had no t r o u b l e a t 
a l l . F i v e men from Headquarters were on another s h i p 
i n another convoy and had t h e i r s h i p torpedoed d u r i n g 
the n i g h t and l o s t a l l t h e i r c l o t h i n g . When they aban
doned s h i p . Came i n t o camp t o n i g h t i n a s a i l o r u n i f o r m . 

September 23, 1943 Moved t o new area t h i s a.m. Did 
no t h i n g but scout the c o u n t r y f o r corpses, lone graves, 
e t c . , t o mark f o r the c h a p l a i n s . A l s o , looked f o r aban
doned water cans as we are g e t t i n g low. 

September 24, 1943 Went t o beach t o watch our M-lO's 
unload, which they d i d . While t h e r e saw Gen'l Mark Cla r k 
and Gen'l Alexander. L a t e r saw General Montgomery and 
some American two s t a r General. None o f them c a l l e d me 
i n t o conference f o r some reason. Found a dead B r i t i s h 
s o l d i e r and i n h i s hand was a p i c t u r e o f a l i t t l e baby 
g i r l . On the back was w r i t t e n "Christmas 1942, H u l l o 
Dad, I'm S y l v i a , do you l i k e me? See my n i c e dress. 
I am 1 year, 1 month. I have 10 t e e t h and I can go up 
the s t a i r s , but can't come down. Love & XXX. From your 
a i n wee l a s s XXX. 

This a f t e r n o o n went out t o BATTAPAGLIA and EBOLI. 
Saw f o u r J e r r y p l a n e s , o n l y a h a l f m i l e from our area 
t h a t had been f - t r a f e d and burned. • • 
September 25, 1943 Went t o Mass t o n i g h t a t 6 p.m. 
September 26, 1943 Went t o Mass and communion i n the woods 

near EBOLI. We have a new C h a p l a i n , Father Hughes. He 
sai d Mass on the f r o n t o f a j e e p , and we k n e l t i n a 
bunch o f r o c k s , where there had been a b i g i n f a n t r y and 
tank b a t t l e . Recon moved up t o n i g h t . We are t o move up 
in the morning. 
September 27, 1943 D i d n ' t move up as e v e r y t h i n g i s going 

good. 
September 28, 1943 Americans have taken AVELLINO, our 

o b j e c t i v e i f we had l e f t y e s t e r d a y . We are s t i l l on a l e r t 
t o move, 

September 29, 1943 Gulps v e h i c l e , w i t h crew l e f t 
about f i v e o ' c l o c k . We went through COUTURSI, and sto p 
ped o u t s i d e OUAGLIETTA f o r n i g h t as the roads were too 
narrow and d a r k , 

September 30, 1943 Up bef o r e d a y l i g h t and s t a r t e d 
out through LIONI & MONTMARANO where our Hdq. Green i s 
lo c a t e d . Recon i s here doing work ahead o f the i n f a n t r y , ' 
l . t , Thompson and L t . Brunt have been h u r t and L t Gulp 
nnd crew are here as replacement. 

We went through CASTELVETERE, which was taken yes
t e r d a y by Brunt and some o t h e r L o u i e . We stopped sev
e r a l m i l e s past CASTELVETERE, and almost t o S MANGO. 
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I n f a n t r y are moving o u t now and our a r t i l l e r y f i r e i s 
f a l l i n g about a m i l e ahead o f us. 

We moved up through CHIUSANO and bivouaced near 
t h e r e f o r the r ^ g h t . We were s h e l l e d w i t h a few rounds. 

October 1 , 1943 Our i n f a n t r y a t t a c k e d l a s t n i g h t and 
gained about a m i l e . P a r t o f Recon moved up and secured 
MONTEFUSCO. We moved toward PRATOLA w i t h o b j e c t i v e o f 
c a p t u r i n g ALTAVILLA. We were stopped by mines, blown 
b r i d g e s and mortar f i r e near PRATOLA SERRA. Colonel 
Barney captured two p r i s o n e r s i n some town j u s t s h o r t o f 
PRATOLA. As we moved through we were g r e e t e d w i t h such 
a chorus o f BRAVO, and c l a p o f hands t h a t I almost 
dropped a t e a r or two o f j o y down my d i r t y cheeks. We 
stopped a minute o r two b e f o r e moving on, and were g i v e n 
grapes, a p p l e s , f i g s , c i d e r , wine, e t c . 

We were greeted by the i n e v i t a b l e (An I t a l i a n who 
had l i v e d i n the s t a t e s . ) T h i s one 1ived i n Boston. 
Yesterday i t was two C o n n e c t i c u t Yankees. 

2 P.M. J e r r y i s s t i l l b lowing the h e l l o ut o f 
b r i d g e s i n h i s r e t r e a t and h o l d i n g us up. He i s doing 
a good j o b , I have t o hand i t t o him. 

Moved on through PRATOLA, where we met an I t a l i a n 
from Ohio. B i g b r i d g e blown here. We had t o bypass. 
Went about two m i l e s t o TUFO, where we met another blown 
b r i d g e . Stopped f o r n i g h t as we were r e c e i v i n g l i g h t 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e . Was kept up almost a l l n i g h t by i n t e r -
m i t t e n t f i r e . 

Oct. 2, 1943 Moved out back through PRATOLA, 
MONTEMILLITO, MONTEFUSCO, DAN NAZZARO, and SAN MARTINO. 
Everywhere we are greeted by handclaps and o f f e r i n g s 
o f every t h i n g . Vino, some hi g h powered l i q u e u r , grapes, 
E n g l i s h w a l n u t s , f i l b e r t s , c h e r r y p r e s e r v e s . We havL 
been showered w i t h f l o w e r s as i f i t were the t r i u m p h a l 
entrance i n t o Jerusalem. We were the f i r s t t r o o p s i n t o 
many o f these mountain v i l l a g e s s e v e r a l m i l e s ahead o f 
the i n f a n t r y . 

We came i n t o BENEVENTO, a f t e r dark and s h o r t l y a f t e r 
go t a r e a l barrage o f enemy a r t i l l e r y . We were i n a 
roadway w i t h h i g h banks on both sides and c o u l d hear 
German v o i c e s coming up on us. As we had o n l y a few 
v e h i c l e s w i t h us we ran o u t o f town i n one d i r e c t i o n 
u n t i l we came t o a blown b r i d g e a t a r i v e r we co u l d n o t 
f o r d . We had t o t u r n around and run the g a u n t l e t back 
the way we had come. Made i t safe w i t h Gods h e l p and 
we p u l l e d back. I n f a n t r y came up t o t r y t o secure the 
town more s t r o n g l y . 

We spent the n i g h t , f i v e o f us c u r l e d up i n the 
h a l f - t r a c k w h i l e i t r a i n e d again as i t has the past t h r e e 
days. A r t i l l e r y b u r s t s j u s t c l o s e enough t o keep us 
w o r r i e d and almost s l e e p l e s s f o r the second n i g h t s t r a i g h t ! 

Oct. 3, 1943 I n f a n t r y g o t the h e l l knocked out o f 
them going up the same road we had gone up j u s t a s h o r t 
time b e f o r e . A r t i l l e r y was zeroed r i g h t i n on the p l a c e . 
Learned today t h a t i n f a n t r y c aptured s i x J e r r i e s , j u s t ^ 
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100 yards from where we were l a s t n i g h t . Our I n f a n t r y 
has moved up and have d r i v e n Germans o u t o f BENEVENTO. 
We are hidden behind a good bank o f e a r t h p r o t e c t e d 
from f i r e . 

October 4, 1943 Found some s t r a w , s t r e t c h e d my b l a n 
k e t s o u t and had a good sleep from 8 p.m. t o 5 a.m. 
Our a r t i l l e r y p u t down a barrage s e v e r a l times b ut though 
we were a l l out i n f r o n t o f i t , we were a t ease f o r the 
f i r s t time i n a couple o f days. Spent most o f the day 
c l e a n i n g guns and r e s t i n g . 34th D i v i s i o n t o which, we 
are a t t a c h e d , are now i n res e r v e a f t e r c a p t u r i n g BENEVENTO. 
The 3rd and 45th D i v . are now t a k i n g over. 

October 5, 1943 L a i d around again. Had a bunch o f 
I t a l i a n k i d s s i n g i n g f o r us. One had a marvelous v o i c e . 
They sang some song about BENITO MUSSOLINI. We moved 
out about 5 o'clock t o MONTEMARANO, where we again j o i n e d 
our o u t f i t . We are t o st a y i n reserve f o r a w h i l e . 

October 7, 1943 Moved o u t o f our area t o j o i n r e s t 
of 34th D i v i s i o n n o r t h o f NAPLES, and northwest o f 
AVELLINO. L e f t about 9 a.m., and a t 3 a.m. had covered 
o n l y 41 m i l e s . S t i l l s h o r t o f our d e s t i n a t i o n . Bridges 
blown and r a i n y weather and muddy roads h e l d us down. 

October 8, 194 3 Moved a l i t t l e f a r t h e r and bivouaced 
i n a v i n e y a r d . Put up our t e n t s cleaned up a b i t and 
t r i e d t o get a l i t t l e r e s t . S l e e p i n g on the wet ground 
and w i t h wet b l a n k e t s . Rained a l l n i g h t . 

October 9, 1943 Went down i n t o ROTONDI, near where 
we are bivouaced. A l i t t l e c i r c u s i n town. Had a r i n g 
about 20 yards i n cir c u m f e r e n c e w i t h a l i t t l e sheet i r o n 
fence around i t . The show was p u l l e d , i n t h r e e l i t t l e 
horse drawn wagons. Not q u i t e a R i n g l i n g Bros, a f f a i r , 
A t r a v e l l i n g f o r t u n e t e l l e r was w i t h them. He had a 
cage o f 8 or 10 c a n a r i e s and lov e b i r d s . He would open 
the cage and a b i r d would s t e p o u t and p i c k up a f o l d e d 
paper i n i t s beak. On t h i s paper was your f o r t u n e , b u t 
we c o u l d n ' t read I t a l i a n . 

Moved out i n a f t e r n o o n through MOAIA, and near SAN 
AGATHA. We set up t o do i n d i r e c t f i r i n g . 

October 10, 1943 F i r e d a few rounds t h i s morning, 
and r e c e i v e d back a h e l l u v a barrage a f t e r d i n n e r . Some 
were near misses and schrapnel c u t holes i n some o f our 
water cans. No men h u r t , though one was covered w i t h 
d i r t , when a dud landed near him. He was so nervous and 
shocked they had t o take him away. We were s h e l l e d from 
11 p.m. u n t i l 3 a.m. I crawled i n t o a d i t c h t i l l morning. 

October 11, 1943 S t i l l r a i n i n g . We f i r e d a few rounds 
and r e c e i v e d a few back. 

October 12, 1943 Columbus Day. I wish we were up 
near GENOA, now, E i g h t h Army i s advancing and Russians 
have crossed Dneiper R. S t i l l r a i n i n g here. I n f a n t r y 
made c r o s s i n g o f V o l t u r n o R. t o n i g h t . We and a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e d a barrage from 1:30 u n t i l 4. A r t i l l e r y t o our 
r i g h t has been f i r i n g from 8 p.m. 

October 13, 1943 F a i r l y q u i e t w i t h e x c e p t i o n o f our 



30 
bombers going o v e r . Saw 47 B-26s go over and a l l come 
back. D i d n ' t draw much f l a k . We f i r e d a few rounds of 
h a r r a s s i n g f i r e a l l n i t e . 

October 14, 1943 R a i n i n g a g a i n . 
October 15, 1943 On guard t o n i g h t . Got c o l d . Our 

f o r c e s have moved up f i v e m i l e s across r i v e r i n t h i s 
s e c t o r . J e r r y bombers over today. No h i t s . 

October 16, 1943 Received 15 l e t t e r s and 5 newspapers 
Our bombers a c t i v e . J e r r y over w i t h s i x p l a n e s . We 
were a l e r t e d t o move o u t a t 4 p.m., haven't moved y e t . 

October 17, 1943 Moved o u t a t noon, across VOLTURNO. 
Had t o f o r d i t as pontoons were not s t r o n g enough f o r us. 
Passed through CHIAZZO, and a l i t t l e n o r t h . 

October 18, 1943 I n f a n t r y are up s e v e r a l m i l e s from 
us. A r t i l l e r y on both sides are f a i r l y a c t i v e . So i s 
i n f a n t r y . Machine guns and r i f l e s barked a l l n i g h t . We 
have been f i r i n g today. L o t s o f f r i e n d l y a i r c r a f t over. 
Big a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y a t t a c k t h i s e v e n i n g . 

October 19, 1943 S t i l l a t same o l d stand. Nice warm 
day. 

October 20, 1943 Moved o u t a t 4 a.m. Through 
ALVIGNANO and DRAGONI. Heavy f o g which gave us good 
cover. Had t o s t o p because b i g b r i d g e on VOLTURNO R. 
blown. Has r e a l l y been a s t i f f f i g h t t h rough here. 
DRAGONI i s wrecked and dead s o l d i e r s l a y i n g around. 
Went i n t o p o s i t i o n f o r the n i g h t . 

October 2 1 , 1943 Kept awake most of the n i g h t w i t h 
a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y f i r e . T h i s b a t t l e o f the 
VOLTURNO i s r e a l l y a gory a f f a i r . Haven't heard or seen 
the l i k e . Q u i t e a number o f P o l i s h p r i s o n e r s taken 
f i g h t i n g f o r the Germans. We can w r i t e home now t h a t we 
are i n I t a l y . 

October 22, 1943 L t . Gulp went up t o O.P., and has 
been gone a l l day. We l o s t s i x m i l e s y e s t e r d a y i n a 
c o u n t e r - a t t a c k , but gained i t back today. 

October 23, 1943 Warm b e a u t i f u l day. J e r r y has moved 
back and I b e l i e v e we are out o f a r t i l l e r y range. Sup
pose we w i l l move up soon. Our engineers t o r e up a l l 
the t i e s and r a i l s from a r a i l l i n e about 20 yards from 
us and 5 minutes a f t e r i t was f i n i s h e d convoys were u s i n g 
the roadbed t o move up. Today engineers are b u i l d i n g 
another b r i d g e t o c a r r y the heavy t r a f f i c moving up. 
We moved up through ALIFE. Several of our d e s t r o y e r s 
got stuck and we stayed f o r the n i g h t , 

October 24, 1943 Moved back through ALIFE, which i s 
h e a v i l y bombed. Then up the main road 4 or 5 m i l e s . 
About 2 m i l e s from ST, ANGELO D ALIFE. Enemy a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e i s v e r y l i g h t . Our i n f a n t r y captured SAN ANGELO a t 
B;45 a.m., and are moving toward RAVISCANINA. 

October 25, 1943 Another nice day. A l l o f our companies 
are now up i n t h i s v a l l e y . Things are q u i e t t h i s morn
i n g , 8 t h Army has made some good g a i n s , Russians are 
pushing a g a i n . Moved up almost t o SAN ANGELO t h i s a f t e r 
noon l a t e . 
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October 26,1943 Up a t 5:30. S t a r t e d l a y i n g down an 
a r t i l l e r y barrage t h a t l a s t e d 3 hours s o l i d . I n f a n t r y 
pushing. Our a r t i l l e r y and bombers busy a l l day. 

October 27, 1943 S t a r t e d l a y i n g i n a barrage again 
a t 5:30. V a l l e y up ahead i s ours f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s . 
8th Army i s moving up s l o w l y j u s t t o our r i g h t f l a n k . 

October 28, 1943 Had an a i r r a i d today, but bombs 
dropped ahead o f us. We f i r e d a b i t but are almost out 
of range. 

October 29, 1943 Moved up ahead near AILANO, which 
i n f a n t r y took l a s t n i g h t . Bridges blown everywhere but 
we bypassed and moved up 5 m i l e s . We were dive-bombed 
and s t r a f e d . Someone i n C-CO was k i l l e d by s t r a f i n g . 

October 30, 1943 Last n i g h t was u n b e l i e v a b l y q u i e t 
as c l o s e as we are t o the f r o n t . I n f a n t r y o u t p o s t s out 
j u s t a few hundred yards i n f r o n t o f us. Our a i r f o r c e 
has been bombing a l l day. Our a r t i l l e r y has been mighty 
busy a l s o . 

October 31, 1943 Quiet today. Got some sleep l a s t 
n i g h t . Had a p i l e o f straw and i t was r e a l l y s o f t . 
Baker and I went up t o the town o f AILANO t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
Very few t r o o p s have been i n t h e r e y e t as J e r r y s t i l l 
has c o n t r o l of a h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g i t . Some n a t i v e s 
showed us where the J e r r i e s had mined the road so we 
marked i t . The town i s an o l d a f f a i r snuggled i n the 
mountains and about as d i r t y as an Arab v i l l a g e . Rained 
again today, 

November 1, 1943 We had an a i r r a i d today, and a 
bomb dropped about 60 yards from our d e s t r o y e r s . As i t 
came down i t caught t h e i r camouflage net on f i r e . No 
one h u r t except Nelson had h i s hands b u r n t . Were s t r a f e d 
about middle o f the a f t e r n o o n . No one h u r t . Moved out 
at 10-;30, up about 5 m i l e s . 

November 2, 1943 J u s t hidden i n a cover p o s i t i o n 
today, w a i t i n g t o move up f u r t h e r t o n i g h t . I n f a n t r y 
has d r i v e n a spearhead i n t h i s s e c t o r . Moved up a f t e r 
dark t o CAPRIATI, on h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g VENAFRO. 

November 3, 1943 Fr. Hughes went back t o r e a r esche-
l o n , and about an hour a f t e r he got back he d i e d o f a 
h e a r t a t t a c k . We were bombed and s t r a f e d a t t w i c e t h i s 
morning. No h i t s , 

R o c h l i t z and I went i n t o town of CAPRIATI s i g h t seeing. 
We were c a l l e d t o one c e l l a r and s t u f f e d w i t h wine u n t i l 
i t almost f l o w e d o u t our ears. We l e f t w h i l e we c o u l d . 
The people were t e l l i n g how the Germans took t h e i r c l o t h e s 
f o o d , and about e v e r y t h i n g b e f o r e they l e f t . We gave a l l 
the k i d s we saw candy and we were f o l l o w e d l i k e a puppy 
dog. When we stopped a g a i n , we were giv e n another p i t c h e r 
of wine. We l e f t town before we had too much. 

November 5, 1943 p.m. I t l o o k s as i f VENAFRO i s ours 
as we can see t r a f f i c t o and from the town. The Russians 
have c u t o f f the CRIMEA, and t h i n g s are b e g i n n i n g t o take 
on a r o s i e r hue, 

November 6, 1943 Did n o t h i n g today, except watch a i r 
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b a t t l e s . 
November 7, 1943 B r i g h t sunshiny morning w i t h church 

b e l l s r i n g i n g i n the v i l l a g e s , but am unable t o go. 
S t a r t e d r a i n i n g i n a f t e r n o o n and i s c o l d as . 
Moved out a f t e r dusk across the VOLTURNO f o r the t h i r d 
t i m e . We are s u p p o r t i n g the i n f a n t r y f o r a d r i v e i n 
the morning. Went up almost t o MONTAQUILA, which i s 
s t i l l J e r r i e s . 

November 8, 1943 Opened up w i t h a l l our guns a t 5 a.m. 
F i r i n g on h i l l t o l e f t of MONTAQUILA, then on the town 
i t s e l f . I n f a n t r y advanced and took the town about 10 a.m. 
About t h a t time J e r r y a r t i l l e r y opened up on us and 
threw e v e r y t h i n g i n t o our area. L t . Cameron, Andrews, 
and Ramhorst were wounded. No v e h i c l e s knocked o u t . I 
was i n the h a l f - t r a c k a l l d u r i n g the a f f a i r , and was 
r e a l l y peppered w i t h d i r t , r o c k s and s c h r a p n e l , f l y i n g 
a l l around from near b u r s t s . Rained a l l day and i s 
c o l d . P i t c h e d a t e n t and got a l i t t l e s l e e p . 

November 9, 1943 Has stopped r a i n i n g b ut i s c o l d . 
We haven't been bothered by J e r r y though he s t i l l has 
possession o f a h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g us. 

November 10, 1943 Went t o C-CO t o see Tom D. He i s 
s t i l l O.K. A-CO got a s h e l l i n g i n MONTAQUILA. Three 
men h u r t . One had h i s l e g blown o f f . Ramhorst died 
l a s t n i g h t . Tough f o r h i s s i s t e r , who i s a l s o Jim 
Newman's widow. Jim was k i l l e d i n A f r i c a . 

November 12, 1943 Rained a l l day. We had a new o f f i 
cer come up w i t h us about t h i s t i m e . He was 20 years 
o l d and f r e s h o ut o f R 0 T C. They assigned him t o a 
de s t r o y e r t o see how we operated. Our d e s t r o y e r s were 
camouflaged below the c r e s t o f a h i l l . We were occasion
a l l y doing some i n d i r e c t f i r i n g . 

We were ordered t o do some f i r i n g and the L t . t o l d 
the men t o p u l l up over the h i l l and f i r e b ut the d r i v e r 
d i d n ' t move. He asked a g a i n . S t i l l no move. Again, 
a request w i t h " t h i s i s a d i r e c t o r d e r " , and the d r i v e r 
s a i d "why don't you giv e us an i n d i r e c t order sometime," 
and he s t i l l d i d n ' t move. 

When t h i n g s q u i e t e d down a l i t t l e the i n s u b o r d i n a t e 
d r i v e r was r e p o r t e d t o the Company Commander, who had 
been w i t h us since the s t a r t , and the L t . was given some 
sage advise and l a t e r t u r n e d out t o be not such a bad 
s o l d i e r . 

November 13, 1943 My b i r t h d a y . What a day. More 
ra i n . 

November 14, 1943 So much r a i n . Moved i n t o .a hay 
barn. Took o f f my shoes t o l a y down and f e l t a p a i n i n 
my f o o t . Had stepped on a needle. Boy, who would be
l i e v e the o l d needle i n a haystack s t o r y . 

November 18, 1943 F i r e d t o n i g h t from 10 t o 11. Ar
t i l l e r y f i r e a l l n i g h t . 

November 19, 1943 J e r r y over w i t h two planes but 
dropped no bombs. 

November 20, 1943 S t i l l r a i n i n g . / ' ' 
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November 2 1 , 1943 L t . Culp went t o NAPLES today. 
B r a d f o r d took v e h i c l e back t o rear t o get some r e p a i r s . 
More r a i n . 

November 22, 1943 R o c h l i t z and I took a walk up 
mountain t o ROCCARAVINDOLA. I t i s an o l d p i c t u r e s q u e 
town i n the mountains and hard t o get t o . We went 
through the church, which i s s m a l l b ut has a b e a u t i f u l 
marble main a l t a r . Nice p a i n t i n g and s t a t u a r y . No r a i n 
and ground d r y i n g up. 

November 23, 1943 and November 24, 1943 Rain. 
November 25, 1943 Had a n i c e t u r k e y d i n n e r today. 

George brought up the k i t c h e n t r u c k . We had t o wade 
through the mud and eat out i n the r a i n , b ut enjoyed the 
meal tremendously, 

November 26, 1943 Cold today b ut r a i n has stopped. 
B r i t i s h 8th have advanced a l i t t l e . 

November 26, 1943 Walked t o ROCCARAVINDOLA. A na
t i v e showed us a c r y p t , which was an o l d w e l l or d r y 
c i s t e r n i n the church y a r d , f u l l of human bones. He 
sa i d the dead were b u r i e d i n graves and when the ground 
was a l l used up, the bones were dug up and put i n the 
w e l l . I guess w i t h ground as p r e c i o u s as i t i s and v i l 
lages which have been here f o r c e n t u r i e s t h i s i s the o n l y 
s o l u t i o n . 

November 28, 1943 Walked again t o ROCCARAVINDOLA 
w i t h L t . I r a , B i b l e , and Skule. We t r i e d t o go t o Mass. 
But they had s t a r t e d 40 minutes b e f o r e we were t o l d i t 
was t o be, 

November 29, 1943 F i r e d a l l day from 5 a.m. t o 7 p.m. 
I n f a n t r y was t r y i n g t o push. 

November 30, 1943 F i r e again from 6:30 a.m. t o 11 a.m, 
December 1, 1943 F i r e d o f f and on a l l day. Q u i t e a 

number o f bombers came over. One group o f 9, B-2 5s, bombed 
a c c i d e n t a l l y our own troops about 2 m i l e s down the road 
from us. 

December 2, 1943 Sat up from 1 a.m. F i r e d a l l day 
u n t i l 10 p.m. 

December 3, 1943 Raining. Our i n f a n t r y were f o r c e d 
t o r e t r e a t i n t h i s area, b ut are now h o l d i n g , 

December 4 & 5, 1943 Rain. 8th Army i s advancing. 
Crossed the SANGRO RIVER, a l l along. 

December 6, 7, 8, 1943 Rain. Got a l i t t l e a i r s u p p o r t . 
34th i s t o be r e l i e v e d tomorrow, but 776 i s not and w i l l 
be a t t a c h e d t o r e l i e v i n g French Moroccan D i v i s i o n , p a r t 
o f which are a l r e a d y up. 

December 9, 1943 Walked up toward MONTAQUILA, but i t 
was muddy, o n l y went a few m i l e s . A l o t o f French are 
up here now. Rode back w i t h a f e l l o w from 135th I n f a n t r y . 
He says the h i l l up ahead i s l i k e a s l a u g h t e r house and 
f i r e i s so heavy they can't get the dead and wounded 
down, They have o n l y an average o f 30 men l e f t t o a 
Company. 168th I n f . has a company w i t h o n l y 22 men. No 
wonder they are being r e l i e v e d . I n f a n t r y are using mule 
packs t o c a r r y up food and ammunition. Wheeled v e h i c l e s 
cannot operate i n the mud and mountains. 
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December 10, 1943 More r a i n . We are now att a c h e d 

t o the 2nd French Moroccan D i v . The I t a l i a n s are a l s o 
f i g h t i n g {on our s i d e ) , t o our l e f t f l a n k . What k i n d o f 
a war are we i n . The o n l y Americans on the f r o n t , now 
are t h r e e or f o u r attached b a t t a l i o n l i k e o u r s e l v e s . 

December 12, 1943 F a i r l y p r e t t y day. The 8 t h Army 
has advanced but the E y t i e s got pushed back and have 
been taken o f f the l i n e and rep l a c e d by Americans. I 
had a t o o t h f i l l e d today, b u t don't suppose t h a t w i l l 
h e l p t o win the war. 36th and 45th are s t i l l on the 
f r o n t . 34th has been r e p l a c e d . 

December 13, 1943 Lot s o f a e r i a l a c t i v i t y a l l day. 
Received two packages, 

December 14, 1943 We have been sending a mess of 
fi g h t e r - b o m b e r s over a l l morning. About 10 o ' c l o c k , 
J e r r y sent over 8 more planes and got a r e a l r e c e p t i o n . 
The sky was b l a c k w i t h ACK,ACK, but saw no planes knocked 
down. P r e t t y weather f o r t he t h i r d s t r a i g h t day so we 
should see a l i t t l e more a c t i v i t y both a i r and ground. 

December 15, 1943 Up a t 6 t o s t a r t an a r t i l l e r y b ar
rage so the i n f a n t r y might make a d r i v e . F i r e d c o n s t a n t 
l y t i l l 7, A c t i v i t y a l l along the f r o n t . T h i s i s a 
p r e t t y day and our a i r f o r c e i s busy. J e r r y was over 
about 9 O'clock. 

I went down t o an I t a l i a n house where f o u r o f our 
men have l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . They have a room o f t h e i r 
own i n w i t h an I t a l i a n f a m i l y . The f a m i l y cooks t h e i r 
meals and wash t h e i r dishes and b u i l d the f i r e s and i n 
a d d i t i o n have a l a r g e supply o f wine. 

December 16, 1943 S t a r t e d f i r i n g a t 11 l a s t n i g h t 
and f i r e d u n t i l 8 t h i s morning. Our a i r f o r c e a c t i v e 
a gain. Got a package from Mother and from S i p . 

December 19, 1943 Up early,shaved and walked up the 
mountain t o ROCCARAVINDOLA, and got th e r e i n time f o r 
Mass. The p r i e s t gave me an I t a l i a n s o l d i e r s prayerbook. 
Captain was over today, and i t looks l i k e we are having 
our company c u t down t o a new T.O. This supposedly 
c u t s my r a t i n g and my j o b , b ut I t h i n k I can st a y and 
be broke { l o s e my rank.) I can go out i n grade but 
would p r o b a b l y end up i n the i n f a n t r y . I don't know 
what I w i l l do, but p r o b a b l y s t a y . 

December 20, 1943 We are t o be r e l i e v e d i n a few days 
and s t a y here. B u i l t a shack out o f paper s h e l l tubes 
and covered i t w i t h a t a r p . Makes a f i n e home and i n 
the d r y . 

December 2 1 , 1943 Went back t o VENAFRO, which seems 
t o be coming back t o l i f e a g a i n . Saw a s i g n overhead on 
a r a i l r o a d b r i d g e , "TONYS VINO STAND AHEAD, and on the 
ot h e r side p a i n t e d w i t h whitewash, "BUY BONDS." 

Talked w i t h some Arab s o l d i e r s from MEKNES, FRENCH 
MOROCCO, and argued them o u t o f some s h e l l cases f o r 
f i r e w o o d . 

December 22, 1943 K i t c h e n moved i n t o us and set up 
t o s t a r t f e e d i n g tomorrow. Order came down l a t e t h i s 
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a f t e r n o o n , t h a t we are moving back t o SAN ANGELO D ALIFE, 
and w i t h c u t t i n g down i n the T.O., i t looks as i f some
t h i n g bigger i s i n the o f f i n g than j u s t a r e s t p e r i o d . 
I am t o st a y i n the company and keep my r a t i n g . 

December 24, 1943 Up a t 6:30 f o r e a r l y b r e a k f a s t . 
Then we went i n t o PIEDMONTS DE ALIFE, where we went 
through a hot shower, were issued new c l o t h i n g from 
shoes up, pnd c l e a n underwear o u t . Turned i n a l l our 
o l d c l o t h e s t o be deloused, cleaned, and r e i s s u e d t o 
someone e l s e , or salvage i f i t i s p o s s i b l e . L u c k i l y , ,. 
got a l l new c l o t h e s . Came back and had a n i c e d i n n e r . 
At 3 t 3 0 , we l e f t on t r u c k s again f o r PIEDMONTE DE ALIFE, 
t o go t o Mass. We were able t o go t o c o n f e s s i o n and 
communion als o as t h e r e was an E n g l i s h speaking p r i e s t . 

Mass was sa i d i n a gorgeous c a t h e d r a l by the bishop 
of t h e Diocese. F i r s t , t h e r e was a l o t o f p r a y e r s , 
f o l l o w e d by the Bishop i n p r o c e s s i o n c a r r y i n g the i n 
f a n t i n a c r i b t o another c r i b b u i l t a t the s i d e o f the 
church. A f t e r t h i s the P o n t i f i c a l solemn h i g h Mass 
s t a r t e d about 5, With a l l the pomp and ceremony i t was 
7 when we got o u t . 

The E n g l i s h speaking p r i e s t read the E p i s t l e and 
Gospel i n E n g l i s h and gave a s h o r t t a l k e x p r e s s i n g the 
bishops thanks t o the American t r o o p s f o r l i b e r a t i n g 
as much o f I t a l y as had been l i b e r a t e d , and t o l d us 
t h a t the bigger p a r t o f the I t a l i a n people had always 
thought o f the Germans as t h e i r enemy, but t h e i r l e a d e r s 
misled them. He thanked the American troops f o r t h e i r 
exemplary conduct everywhere they had been i n the d i o 
cese, and t h e i r attendance and conduct a t Mass. He 
thanked them f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o c o l l e c t i o n s 
which he s a i d were being used t o h e l p r e p l a c e war damaged 
church p r o p e r t y w i t h i n the diocese. He wished us a 
Merry Christmas and good f o r t u n e i n our coming year, and 
the hope t h a t Peace would soon come. Peace w i t h i n our 
souls and t o our c o u n t r i e s and, t o the w o r l d . 

The C a t h e d r a l i s a marvelous b e a u t i f u l s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h an enormous main a l t a r , and numerous si d e a l t a r s . 
Cold candelabra, i n l a i d marble work, s t a t u a r y and i n a l l 
a p e a c e f u l b e a u t i f u l p l a c e where, when a f e l l o w c l o s e s 
h i s eyes, and hears the "Adeste F i d e l e s " he can almost 
t-hink he i s home. Th i s i s the best Christmas I have 
had f o r years. Thank GodI 

CHRISTMAS DAY. F a i r l y n i c e day, though a b i t cloudy. 
Cleaned out my o l d barracks bag and s t r a i g h t e n e d up a 
b i t , Had a b i g t u r k e y dinner w i t h a l l the t r i m m i n g s , 
and then had t o work a l l a f t e r n o o n c l e a n i n g the h a l f - t r a c k , 
winch, and e t c . , f o r an ordnance i n s p e c t i o n tomorrow. 
Worked t i l l dark. Hear we are t o move back t o f r o n t on 
Dec. 31. 

December 26, 1943 Worked c l e a n i n g up v e h i c l e , u n t i l 
10 O'clock. Then went i n t o ALIFE f o r 10:30 Mass. Cold 
t:oday and can see snowing, j u s t a s h o r t d i s t a n c e away i n 
l:he mountains. 
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December 27, 1943 Went i n t o PIEDMONTE DE ALIFE, t o 

a movie t h i s a f t e r n o o n . N othing but propaganda. I t 
d i s g u s t s me. S u t r o , Brueggeman, and Jordan have been 
t r a n s f e r r e d o u t . 

December 3 0 , 1943 B r a d f o r d , R o c h l i t z , and I went t o 
CASERTA t h i s morning. We crossed the VOLTURNO, ag a i n . 
Seems a b i t warmer back t h e r e and can see no snow. Lots 
of orange t r e e s f u l l o f f r u i t . 

December 31, 1943 Rained and snowed. With a heavy-
wind. Blew most o f the t e n t s down. L u c k i l y we were i n 
a house. 

January 1, 1944 S t i l l r a i n i n g and b l o w i n g a g a l e . 
I s t r u c k out anyway t o go t o Mass i n ALIFE. Got t h e r e 
a t 10:30, wet as c o u l d be and Mass a t 11:30, I was the 
o n l y s o l d i e r t h e r e and t h e r e weren't many I t a l i a n s , 
Waded back t o my house i n water and bucking the wind. 
Crawled back i n bed and greased myself up w i t h V i c k s . 
Stayed i n bed u n t i l chow time when we had a n i c e t u r k e y 
dinner, and a f t e r having missed l u n c h , I was hungry. 

Januuary 2, 1944 Nice day today. Went t o High Mass 
i n ALIFE. Got p a i d today and sent home $80. Right a f t e r 
d i n n e r . Baker and I , went on a h i k e t o take p i c t u r e s . 
Went t o PIEDMONTE, and c l e a r up i n t o the h i l l s . A l e r t e d 
t h i s a f t e r n o o n , we may move i n the morning. 

January 3, 1944 We are not t o move u n t i l i n the 
morning. 

January 4, 1944 tip a t 3:30 t o go on r a d i o u n t i l 7. 
Rained a l l n i g h t ; windy and c o l d . 

January 6, 1944 Cold. Snowed most a l l day, 5:45p.m. 
We were or d e r e d t o break camp and be ready t o move i n 20 
minutes. P u l l e d out a l i t t l e a f t e r 6, through VENAFRO, 
across the mountains and i n t o the L I R I VALLEY, j u s t past 
SAN PIETRO. Went i n t o an assembly w i t h a bunch o f tanks. 
Dug i n and bedded down about m i d n i t e t o g e t some r e s t . 
A r t i l l e r y going over us i n both d i r e c t i o n s . 

January 7, 1944 I t i s a b i t warmer i n the v a l l e y . 
Tanks were moving a l l n i g h t . T h i r t y or f o r t y tanks 
s t a r t e d o u t across the v a l l e y toward CASSINO, and r e a l l y 
r e c e i v e d some a r t i l l e r y f i r e . Don't know when we are 
going t o go. Our a i r f o r c e has been p a s t i n g the h e l l 
out o f the J e r r i e s , j u s t a couple o f m i l e s i n f r o n t of us, 

January 8, 1944 Up on r a d i o watch from 3:30 t o 12:00 
J e r r y threw i n a l o t o f a r t i l l e r y m o s t l y i n t o the v a l l e y 
at the tanks and i n f a n t r y , L u f t w a f f e was over t h r e e 
times t o d a y , 

Our a i r f o r c e very a c t i v e and peppered J e r r y w i t h 
bombs, 

January 9, 1944 Up a t 3 : 3 0 again t o go on guard. 
Can't get any s l e e p f o r the a r t i l l e r y going both ways. 
A very c l o s e one, day b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y , l i t about 20 yard 
away and r e a l l y threw d i r t and g r a v e l on me, but no one 
was h u r t . Baker got a bad gash on h i s h i p about ten 
o'clock t o n i g h t when a s h e l l l i t a s h o r t d i s t a n c e away 
and schrapnel r i p p e d t h r o u g h h i s b e l t , h i s s h i r t t a i l . 
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pants and long Johns. He came r u n n i n g down t o our stone 
hut b a r e f o o t over the rocky ground. 

January 10, 1944 Up at 3:30 on r a d i o . Took Baker 
back t o b a t t a l i o n a i d s t a t i o n t o get patched up. 

January 11, 1944 Up at 3:00. Very q u i e t most o f day. 
January 12, 1944 Up at 3:30. Lots o f a i r a c t i v i t y . 

Saw two o f our planes knocked down. One p i l o t chuted 
down i n f r i e n d l y t e r r i t o r y . 

January 13, 1944 Our area took a b e a t i n g l a s t n i g h t , 
though we were l u c k y again. Carlson's d e s t r o y e r damaged 
s l i g h t l y , and schrapnel c u t t e n t s , t i r e s , boxes, and e t c . 
But almost a l l men were dug i n and no one touched. 

January 14, 1944 A e r i a l a c t i v i t y enormous. J e r r y 
knocked the wings o f f one o f our f i g h t e r s . 

January 15, 1944 Our a r t i l l e r y l a i d i t i n t o MT. 
TROCCHIO, a l l n i g h t l o n g . 

January 16, 1944 L t . Culp, Joe S l a t k o s k i , and I went 
up on MT. TROCHIO t o e s t a b l i s h an CP. A n t i - p e r s o n n e l 
mines are everywhere. Saw one f e l l o w t o our l e f t , s t e p 
on one. L i t t e r b e a r e r s . p i c k e d him up l a t e r . As we came 
back, an A-Company h a l f - t r a c k had h i t a mine. Gus Hiney 
had a simple and a compound f r a c t u r e o f h i s l e g . We 
c a l l e d an ambulance, and a wrecker, but l e f t b e f o r e the 
wrecker a r r i v e d . They swept the area f o r mines but 
C o l i a n n i h i t one anyway and was k i l l e d . 

January 17, 1944 A l o t o f our armor came back l a s t 
n i g h t . Rumored we are t o be r e l i e v e d , and sent elswhere 
on a m i s s i o n . 

January 18, 1944 We are a t t a c h e d t o I I Corp., and t o 
be used i n 1st Armoured area. Saw a P-40 come c r a s h i n g 
down i n the mountains, about a h a l f m i l e from here. The 
plane h i t down on the forward s l p e s o f MT. MASSICO, and 
the p i l o t b a i l e d out and seemed t o land i n good shape 
not f a r away. 

January 21, 1944 S t i l l i n same p l a c e . We are i n r e 
serve. A & C Companies are t o be used i n the a t t a c k , 
B r i t i s h 10th Corp has crossed the GARIGLIANO i n t h r e e 
places and have captured MTNTURNO, 

January 22, 1944 We got s e v e r a l b a t t a l i o n s o f i n f a n 
t r y across the RAPIDO. Amphibi l a n d i n g made a t ANZIO & 
NETTUNO, 28 m i l e s South o f Rome. L i t t l e o p p o s i t i o n and 
beach head has been e s t a b l i s h e d . We are a t t a c h e d t o 
805 T.D. Moved o u t a t 4 p.m., through SAN VITTORE and 
CERVARO. I n f a n t r y o n l y a s h o r t d i s t a n c e out f r o n t . 

January 23, 1944 I d i d n ' t s l e e p a wink l a s t n i g h t , 
was on r a d i o d u t y . A r t i l l e r y and s m a l l arms b a t t l e d a l l 
n i g h t . F o r t r e s s e s and medium bombers over t h i s morning. 
We were f o r c e d t o withdrew our t r o o p s across the RAPIDO 
l a s t n i g h t . 

January 24, 1944 Near CERVARO. Jack Larson, wounded 
by a r t i l l e r y f i r e , and David Tarshus, was covered w i t h 
o a r t h when a s h e l l landed a t the t o p o f a hank, and caved 
d i r t i n on him and h i s s l i t t r e n c h . Joe S l a t k o s k i , was 
d i g g i n g them o u t , and g i v i n g f i r s t a i d , when more mortar 
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and a r t i l l e r y f i r e came i n and he was s e r i o u s l y wounded. 
Ross Baker, Joe Kubala, Eddie I.ukes, Elmo H u f f and M e r l i n 
Parks c a r r i e d him out about 3/4 mi l e s t o 34th Div. a i d 
s t a t i o n . 

Pages m i s s i n g from d i a r y . 
January 30, 1944 F a i r l y q u i e t today. Moved out t o 

n i g h t , j u s t a f t e r dark t o take a d i r e c t f i r e p o s i t i o n 
i n f r o n t o f MOUNT TROCCHIO, and almost on the banks o f 
the RAPIDO R. Several o f our tanks got s t u c k . We are 
i n a t e r r i b l y exposed p o s i t i o n and don't l i k e i t . Have 
camouflaged t h e best we can. 

January 3 1 , 1944 F o r t u n a t e l y , i t i s foggy t h i s morn
i n g . As we passed through CERVARO l a s t n i g h t , we saw 20 
t o 25 J e r r y p r i s o n e r s being brought i n . T'he B r i t i s h and 
the French are beginning t o p i c k up a few p r i s o n e r s . The 
new i n v a s i o n f r o n t has n e t t e d about 600 p r i s o n e r s . 

February 2, 1944 A few s h e l l s came i n today. 
February 3, 1944 This i s the f i r s t c l e a r day we have 

had f o r some t i m e . T h i s a f t e r n o o n had a 15 minute n o t i c e 
t o l a y w i r e t o the d e s t r o y e r s as a tank a t t a c k on 
CASSINO was t o come o f f i n t h a t time, and we are t o g i v e 
them d i r e c t s u p p o r t . I n about t h a t t i m e , a l l h e l l broke 
l o o s e , c o n c e n t r a t e d on CASSINO. We were t o f i r e o n l y on 
the road, and saw no t r a f f i c whatsoever, except a J e r r y 
ambulance. We are hampered by the f a c t t h a t we can't 
shoot a t the Monastery atop the mountain o v e r l o o k i n g 
CASSINO, and J e r r y i s thought t o have an O.P. t h e r e . I 
b e l i e v e though, t h a t we w i l l be r e p a i d i n some way i f we 
leave i t unharmed. I hope t h e Army c o n t i n u e s t o see i t 
t h a t way. 

February 4, 1944 Another b e a u t i f u l c l e a r day. Ima
g i n e we w i l l a t t a c k a g a i n . 

February 5, 1944 Rained l a s t n i g h t , and snow covers 
the mountains around us. I t ' s c o l d today. Our tro o p s 
are f i g h t i n g l i k e h e l l i n CASSINO, but so i s J e r r y ' s . 
German planes over i n good numbers. 

February 6, 1944 J e r r y ' s threw a l o t of s h e l l s i n 
l a s t n i g h t . Not much a c t i v i t y i n CASSINO l a s t n i g h t or 
today. J e r r y planes over t w i c e before noon. Three New 
Zealand s o l d i e r s were around t h i s morning. They were 
t e l l i n g o f a c t i o n they had seen i n EL ALEMEIN. They are 
r e l i e v i n g some tr o o p s i n t h i s area. We are t o stay and 
be attached t o them. 

February 7, 1944 Nebelwerfer (screaming meemie), a 
new m u l t i - b a r r e l l e d m o r t a r , threw i n a few rounds t h i s 
a f t e r n o o n . Set haystack a f i r e about f i f t e e n f e e t away 
from the house we are i n , and ten f e e t away from our 
h a l f - t r a c k . We stayed i n house a l l day so t h a t J e r r y ' s 
would see no movement. We j u s t l e t the straw burn. j 
Stood double guard t o n i g h t as t h e r e are German p a t r o l s I 
i n the area. 

February 10, 1944 L t . Culp got back from r e s t camp. 
Says we are t o be r e l i e v e d i n f o u r t o e i g h t days. He 
says we must be i n AFRICA by March 1 s t , t o be att a c h e d j 
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t o an amphibi d i v i s i o n . I don't l i k e the l o o k s o f i t . 

S t i l l not making any headway i n CASSINO. We can't 
move i n d a y l i g h t as we are i n German o b s e r v a t i o n . We 
have been bombed, and s h e l l e d so much each n i g h t and 
e s p e c i a l l y o f f and on, a l l day t h a t i t c u t s our telephone 
w i r e s t o our v e h i c l e s . We have used up our w i r e , and 
l a s t n i g h t two o f us went back t o the f o o t o f MT. TROCCHIO 
and s t a r t e d r e e l i n g i n some s m a l l e r , tougher German w i r e . 
We r e e l e d i n p a s t our house, and down the road almost t o 
CASSINO. When we c o u l d hear German v o i c e s , we decided 
we had enough t o l a s t a w h i l e . We are g e t t i n g a l i m i t e d 
amount o f fo o d , water, and ammo brought up t o us a t 
n i g h t . 

February 12, 1944 J e r r y ' s s t a r t e d s h e l l i n g our area 
a t 4 a.m., and l a i d i n about 200 or more s h e l l s by 10 
o'clo c k . About 6:30 they were g e t t i n g t o o c l o s e . 
Rocky and I were bedded down i n the s t a b l e p a r t of our 
stone house. We l e f t our area, and went around the back 
o f t h e house t o a k i t c h e n door, where we thought we would 
be more p r o t e c t e d . We went i n t o t h e k i t c h e n , which had 
a f i r e p l a c e , and a c o f f e e p o t . I stopped t o have a cup 
of c o f f e e w i t h someone. Rocky, went on i n t o an a d j o i n i n g 
room where s e v e r a l f e l l o w s were s l e e p i n g . 

J e r r y ' s a t t h i s t i m e , dropped a s h e l l through the 
w a l l a t the f r o n t o f our house, and t o an i n t e r i o r stone 
w a l l b e f o r e e x p l o d i n g t h a t w a l l i n t o the s l e e p i n g area. 
We were a l l covered w i t h mortar and rocks. L t . Culp 
go t a few c u t s on h i s head and back. Grimes, Newman, 
and Gardner were scratched and Rocky got i t f u l l b l a s t . 
He was b l e e d i n g a t the nose and mouth, but seemed not 
too s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d , a few c u t s and b r u i s e s , b u t I 
b e l i e v e mostly concussion. Sent them back t o a i d s t a t i o n . 
R e l a i d telephone w i r e s again a f t e r dark. 

February 13, 1944 S l e p t i n my s t a b l e bedroom which 
i s w e l l v e n t i l a t e d now. 

February 14, 1944 Cold today, but we dare not have 
any f i r e d u r i n g d a y l i g h t as J e r r y ' s c o u l d see the smoke. 

February 15, 1944 Four waves o f 27 t o 36 each. F l y i n g 
F o r t s , came over about 9 o ' c l o c k . Bombed the Monastery, 
and a l l over Monastery h i l l . Some o f them dropped i n t o 
town, and i n t o the v a l l e y i n back of the Monastery. I 
hated t o see i t happen, but I guess i t was the o n l y way, 
as we have f o u g h t f o r CASSINO f o r almost a month. 

T saw machine gun f i r e coming from the h i l l near the 
monastery two n i g h t s ago. A f t e r the bomber, our a r t i l 
l e r y pasted the h e l l o u t o f the h i l l , and the Monastery. 
Medium and f i g h t e r bombers poured i t t o the h i l l a l l 
a f t e r n o o n . 

February 16, 1944 B & C-CO are a t t a c h e d t o the 1 s t * 
Armoured, but we are s t a y i n g here f o r a w h i l e . Guess 
our d e a l t o go back t o AFRICA, and be i n on the i n v a s i o n , 
i s o f f . I'm r a t h e r g l a d . Would r a t h e r stand my chances 
here I b e l i e v e . 

The Monastery was bombed ag a i n today, u n t i l t h e r e 
i s l i t t l e l e f t o f i t . 
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February 17, 1944 Monastery h i l l bombeci again s e v e r a l 

times today. 
February I B , 1944 At 9'o'clock l a s t n i g h t , the New 

Zealander's d i r e c t l y t o our f r o n t , shoved o f f on a t t a c k 
t o d r i v e toward the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n t o the l e f t o f town. 
Other t r o o p s t r i e d t o b r i d g e the r i v e r i n f r o n t o f us, 
f o r a tank a t t a c k t h i s morning. The Gurkas a t t a c k e d 
Monastery H i l l i n an attempt t o take i t . The b r i d g e 
was about h a l f completed when the J e r r y ' s knocked i t o u t . 
So t h a t , the tank a t t a c k i s delayed u n t i l a b r i d g e i s 
b u i l t . The New Zealander's gained t h e i r o b j e c t i v e , the 
r a i l w a y s t a t i o n , but from the l o o k s , I have my doubts 
about the success o f the I n d i a n Gurkas i n g e t t i n g the 
Monastery. 

February 19, 1944 New Zealander's back t o our house, 
say they l o s t a l l but 22 men o u t o f two companies. One 
company has o n l y two men l e f t . They gained the r a i l w a y 
s t a t i o n , then a l l was c u t o f f , and l o s t c o n t a c t w i t h 
the men t h e r e , 

Screaming meemies threw i n about s i x f a s t rounds 
near us l a s t n i g h t about 10. H i t n o t h i n g . A r t i l l e r y 
busy a l l n i g h t and a l l day. 

The remnant o f the New Zealand Maoris came up t o 
our house t h i s a f t e r n o o n f o r a p a r t y . There i s a piano 
u p s t a i r s , and they hauled i n a b i g j u g o f wine on a c a r t 
and had a b i g p a r t y . They have l o s t h e a v i l y , but were 
i n a good humor, and happy t h a t they were s t i l l a l i v e . 
T h e i r CO., a major, was w i t h them. When dark came, they 
brought a t r u c k , and hauled the piano back t o t h e i r house 
p l a y i n g i t a l l the way, w h i l e r i d i n g i n the t r u c k . 

February 20, 1944 F a i r l y q u i t e today. Rocky came 
back from t h e h o s p i t a l . 

February 2 1 , 1944 We were r e l i e v e d today by A-CO 
and we have L t , M e r r i t t . 

February 22., 1944 Nice warm s p r i n g day. 
February 23, 1944 Quiet today. A l i t t l e a r t i l l e r y 

inbound l a s t n i g h t , 
February 24, 1944 M a i l c a l l today. Snow l a s t n i g h t , 

c o l d today. 
February 25, 1944 Up e a r l y t o f i x telephone l i n e s . 

We were supposed t o a t t a c k t h i s morning a t 10. C a l l e d 
o f f f o r some reason. 

February 26, 1944 Warm and cloudy. While the fog 
was down L t . I r a and I took a walk snooping around some 
of the houses around here. Found a b i c y c l e i n one p l a c e , 
and some wheels i n another, and f i x e d i t up. 

February 27. 1944 Orders we are t o move some of our 
men back tomorrow and leave a t h i r d o f the men up here 
t o guard, t o be r e l i e v e d every t h i r d day. 

February 28, 1944 Moved our t r a c k s out t h i s morning 
and a l l but a t h i r d o f the men, Don't know why, unless 
i t was because so many men were g e t t i n g t r e n c h f o o t . 

were i n view so t h a t we had t o s t a y hidden under a 
camouflage net or behind a house a l l day and w i t h no 
exercise'and wet f e e t a l l the t i m e . Feet s w e l l up and 
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get i n f e c t e d and once you take your shoes o f f you can't 
get them back on. Moved back j u s t past SAN PIETRO. I t 
r e a l l y seems safe though we are o n l y 4 or 5 m i l e s from 
the f r o n t . We b u i l d open f i r e s , run around w i t h o u t 
helmets and f e e l f r e e . 

PAGES OF DIARY MISSING. 
March 5, 1944 Fixed telephones i n the r a i n . When I 

got back, found I was t o go t o the r e s t camp f o r a few 
days. L e f t on r a t i o n t r u c k . 

March 6, 1944 Went back t o r e s t camp a t CASSERTA. 
Assigned a bed, drew b l a n k e t s , took a shower, and took 
o f f f o r town. Went t o an I t a l i a n L i e u t ' s , house where 
he was b o o t l e g g i n g cognac. Such a mess o f a l l i e s we 

have.. He had f o u g h t i n A f r i c a a g a i n s t us. Should have 
knocked the h e l l o u t o f him. 

March 7, 1944 Saw a stage show w i t h John G a r f i e l d , 
a l s o a good movie. 

March 8, 1944 Took a t r a i n t h i s morning for.POMPEII. 
The army has r a i l r o a d s r u n n i n g a g a i n , a l t h o u g h , the yards 
are s t i l l a mess w i t h broken r a i l s and burned o u t equip
ment. Changed t r a i n s a t NAPLES, whe;re we had t o change 
to an e l e c t r i c l i n e operated by the E y t i e s . A r r i v e d i n 
POMPEII a t 10. I t was i n t e r e s t i n g . We had a guide 
d e s c r i b e a l l the p l a c e s o f i n t e r e s t , Temples, bat h s , 
t h e a t r e s . Vino j o i n t s , and r u i n e d houses of i l l - r e p u t e . 
Came back a t 1, and a r r i v e d i n CASSERTA at 4:30. 

March 9, 1944 Saw a couple o f good shows. 
March 10, 1944 Came back t o camp near SAN PIETRO. 

A l l the o u t f i t has moved back t o the f r o n t so as soon as 
i t g e t s dark I w i l l go up. Moved our d e s t r o y e r s t o 
b e t t e r p o s i t i o n s , and had t o l a y new telephone l i n e s . 
Worked u n t i l one o'clock w i t h the h e l p o f a q u a r t o f cog
nac , 

March 11,1944 Worked on telephones again. Went t o 
c o n f e s s i o n and communion a t the house i n f r o n t o f us 
where the New zealanders are. A New Zealand c h a p l a i n was 
t h e r e . 

March 12, 1944 Sent home a package o f s o u v e n i r s ; 
German b e l t , hat i n s i g n i a , c o i n s , and e t c . Received a 
bunch o f l e t t e r s t o n i g h t . 

March 13, 1944 A b e a u t i f u l sunshiny day. J e r r y planes 
over i n the middle o f the morning. A r t i l l e r y from both 
sides going good a l l n i g h t and morning. 

March 14, 1944 Another p r e t t y day. I f t h i s weather 
c o n t i n u e s watch o u t . 

March 15, 1944 T h i s i s the day. 8:30 a.m. Heavy 
and medium bombers and f i g h t e r s swarming. By noon, 427 
F o r t r e s s e s , L i b e r a t o r s , B-25s and B-26s had bombed CASSINO 
and MONASTERY HILL. 

A t 12 o ' c l o c k , our a r t i l l e r y and our d e s t r o y e r s 
opened up and l a i d down a c o n t i n o u s barrage i n t o the h i l l 
and v a l l e y . French t o our r i g h t are g i v i n g them h e l l , 
a l s o . L i b e r a t o r s are coming back from the 8th Army f r o n t . 
T h i s i s supposed t o be a c o o r d i n a t e d a t t a c k , and i t i s 
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i n every r e s p e c t . Dive bombers have bombed and s t r a f e d 
a l l a f t e r n o o n , and our a r t i l l e r y c o n t i n u e s . 

March 16, 1944 We have most of CASSINO, but J e r r y ' s 
i s s t i l l i n houses i n the south of town. We have p a r t 
o f MONASTERY HILL, but not a l l o f i t . Our tanks are 
h e l d up by bomb c r a t e r s , which engineers are t r y i n g t o 
f i l l i n , and are under s n i p e r f i r e . Our a r t i l l e r y s t i l l 
b l a s t i n g away day and n i g h t . 

March 17, 1944 Another p r e t t y day. The r a i l r o a d 
s t a t i o n was taken l a s t n i g h t , and we have tanks i n the 
town. 

March 18, 1944 S t i l l good weather and s t i l l heavy 
a e r i a l a c t i v i t y and a r t i l l e r y and f i e r c e f i g h t i n g from 
both s i d e s . Saw two German planes shot down w i t h wings 
and fuselage f l y i n g t o p i e c e s . J e r r y a r t i l l e r y f i r e 
s t a r t e d a f i r e i n our ammunition dump near b r i d g e . 

March 19, 1944 S t i l l b a t t l i n g f o r monastery h i l l and 
south side o f town. Had t h r e e J e r r y bombings today. 
Knocked another German plane down over b r i d g e , and two 
more back of MT. CAIRO. 

March 20, 1944 ACK, ACK. O u t f i t moved i n c l o s e t o 
us. Jerry's l a i d i n a bunch o f a r t i l l e r y s h e l l s near 
them and near us. 

March 2 1 , 1944 S t i l l f i e r c e f i g h t i n g f o r CASSINO. 
March 23, 1944 Newman, Grimes, and S t r i n g e r are t o 

go home under r o t a t i o n . Leaving t o n i g h t f o r rear eschelon 
and going back t o NAPL|!S, Saturday. 

March 24, 1944 a l e r t e d t o p u l l out f o r rear w i t h i n 
48 hours. Awaken a t 11:30 t o p u l l out immediately. 

March 25, 1944 P u l l e d back near SAN PIETRO. S l e p t 
an hour or two. Cold, b l u s t e r y day. P u l l e d out i n 
convoy a t 8 p.m. A f t e r we were back a few m i l e s , 
t u r n e d on our h e a d l i g h t s . I t seems funny t o be using 
l i g h t s again. Was snowing s l i g h t l y , and was a p r e t t y 
s i g h t , 

March 26, 1944 We are i n a nic e c l e a n area s i x m i l e s 
from CAPUA. Went t o Mass a t 2 o'clock, a t a church 
o n l y a q u a r t e r o f a m i l e away. 

March 27, 1944 S t a r t i n g my f o u r t h year i n the Army. 
Took a t r i p t o VESUVIUS t o see her s p i t t i n g up. We 
went up as f a r as a t r u c k would go then walked almost a 
m i l e f u r t h e r . Almost burned our shoes o f f w a l k i n g over 
l a v a t h a t had flowed down o n l y t h r e e days b e f o r e . 
Smoke and ashes are s t i l l r o a r i n g but the la v a f l o w has 
stopped. Roads m i l e s away are covered w i t h s e v e r a l 
inches o f d u s t , and the smoke was so t h i c k we had t o use 
l i g h t s f o r a w h i l e . People were s h o v e l i n g o f f t h e i r r o o f s 
to keep them from caving i n . We were r e a l l y covered w i t h 
dust when we s t a r t e d back. Got almost back when 
Dautremont and I saw 56th Medic s i g n , we jumped o f f the 
t r u c k and i n v e s t i g a t e d . Saw a bunch o f o l d f e l l o w s we 
knew; A s h c r a f t , Hannum, B r a n t , and o t h e r s . Hannum brough 
us home a f t e r dark. 
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March 28, 1944 Worked on v e h i c l e s and guns a l l day. 

Went t o Mass t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
March 29, 1944 Went t o showers, then i n t o town of 

SANTA MARIA f o r a l l a f t e r n o o n . Did n o t h i n g much, except 
walk around the town and d r i n k a l i t t l e wine. 

March 30, 1944 Went t o Mass t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
March 31, 1944 Was pa i d t h i s morning. On guard t o n i g h t . 
A p r i l 1, 1944 Went t o Mass again t o n i g h t . 
A p r i l 2, 1944 Was s i c k a l l n i g h t w i t h stomach ache, 

and d i a r r h e a . Went t o Mass and communion t h i s morning. 
A p r i l 3, 1944 Up again a l l n i g h t w i t h d i a t r h e a , but 

I'm some b e t t e r today. 
A p r i l 4, 1944 Went t o NAPLES, and spent the day. 

Saw a Red Cross movie, two or t h r e e years o l d . 
A p r i l 5, 1944 Went t o Lenten Services t h i s evening. 
A p r i l 6, 1944 Holy Thursday. Went t o High Mass and 

communion a t 8:30 t h i s morning. Went t o Holy Hour 
Se r v i c e s t o n i g h t . 

A p r i l 7, 1944 Moved t h i s morning t o a new area s i x 
or seven m i l e s away. 

A p r i l 8, 1944 Went t o Mass and communion t o n i g h t , 
A p r i l 9, 1944 Went t o Easter Mass t h i s morning i n 

a f i e l d , but we had a stone w a l l covered w i t h a c l o t h 
and palm branches, and f l o w e r s around so i t was a l i t t l e 
E a s t e r - l i k e . 

A p r i l 10, 1944 Hauled g r a v e l a l l day t o f i x up our 
new area. Went t o Mass. 

A p r i l 1 1 , 1944 Hauled g r a v e l a l l day t o f i x up our 
new area. Went t o Mass. 

A p r i l 1 1 , 1944 Hauled g r a v e l again today, we are sup
posed t o be going back t o the f r o n t i n a few days. 

A p r i l 12, 1944 Served Mass t h i s morning f o r the f i r s t 
time i n a long t i m e . Went on guard 5 t o 7, then 11 t o 1. 

A p r i l 13, 1944 On guard today u n t i l 5 o ' c l o c k . 
A r e n ' t going t o the f r o n t u n t i l about Suriday. Went t o 
show t o n i g h t w i t h Shuck, and then a b u l l session u n t i l 
a f t e r 11 o' c l o c k . Shuck, i s a boy from my home town, 
Monroe C i t y , whom I ran i n t o by a c c i d e n t . I t seems our 
B-Company k i t c h e n and maintenance crews i n t h e i r spare 
time had found a few l e n g t h s o f copper t u b i n g , and had 
made a s t i l l , and f o r s e v e r a l weeks had been d i s t i l l i n g 
I t a l i a n wine i n t o an almost l e t h a l l i q u e u r . At one 
ti m e , the inter-company f i g h t i n g had g o t t e n so bad, t h a t 
B-CO was dec l a r e d o f f l i m i t s t o o t h e r companies i n the 
b a t t a l i o n , but by t h i s t i m e , t h i n g s had s e t t l e d down i n 
t o a smooth commercial r o u t i n e . 

Shuck was i n a mobile 105 MM o u t f i t , bivouaced a 
sh o r t d i s t a n c e away, and had come t o our area t o make 
a purchase when I met him. 

A p r i l 15, 1944 Thi s i s the day I p r e d i c t e d f o r the 
i n v a s i o n s i x months ago. Looks l i k e I'm o f f a b i t . 

A p r i l 16, 1944 Went to Mass and Communion. Went 
swimming t h i s a f t e r n o o n , then went f o r a walk f o r two or 
t h r e e m i l e s . 
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A p r i l 17, 1944 Had t h r e e t e e t h f i l l e d today. 
A p r i l 19, 1944 Worked on r a d i o s a w h i l e . Drew des

t r o y e r s on the back o f j a c k e t s t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
A p r i l 21, 1944 S p e c i a l o r d e r s t h a t no more p i c t u r e s , 

and names are t o be p a i n t e d on j a c k e t s . 
A p r i l 22, 1944 Got a v e h i c l e , and two day pass t o 

go t o NAPLES. Drove t o POMPEII and found i t was o f f 
l i m i t s . Went on t o new POMPEII. V i s i t e d the C a t h e d r a l 
and Orphanage. Both are b e a u t i f u l p l a c e s . Had some 
p i c t u r e s taken w i t h Rocky. Came back t o NAPLES, and 
found n o t h i n g t o do. S t a r t e d home, and went through 
SANTA MARIA, Where "THIS IS THE ARMY", i s showing. 
I r v i n g B e r l i n was t h e r e and sang s e v e r a l numbers i n c l u d 
ing a new song he wrote f o r the 5 t h Army. 

A p r i l 23, 1944 S l e p t l a t e , and d i d n o t h i n g a l l day. 
Had i c e cream f o r supper. 

A p r i l 24, 1944 Worked on r a d i o s t h i s morning. Heavy 
a i r r a i d over NAPLES l a s t n i g h t . Lasted over a h a l f hour 
Low hanging c l o u d s kept search l i g h t s from d o i n g much 
good. 

A p r i l 25, 1944 We g o t a h a l f dozen Canadian s o l d i e r s 
t o t r a i n w i t h M-lOs f o r a few days. T h i s a f t e r n o o n we 
had t o stand f o r m a t i o n w h i l e Gen'l Keyes d i s t r i b u t e d 
some S i l v e r and Bronze s t a r s t o A-CO and Hdq. 

A p r i l 28, 1944 Went on h i k e today. Feel s i c k t o n i g h t 
A p r i l 29, 1944 Worked KP today. Bombers wnet over 

today i n droves,.' Reminded me o f the a t t a c k on CASSINO, 
or the p r e l i m i n a r y o f the t a k i n g o f PANTELLERIA. 

A p r i l 30, 1944 We were p a i d today. Went t o Mass and 
Commun i o n . 

May 1, 1944 Had f o r m a t i o n today f o r C o l o n e l Barney. 
He i s l e a v i n g tomorrow t o go back t o Camp Hood as a 
B r i g a d i e r General. Said he was going t o b r i n g us home 
f o r school t r o o p s . Don't imagine t h e r e i s much chance 
though. Had our p i c t u r e t a k e n . 

Harry Commers walked i n t h i s a f t e r n o o n . F i r s t I 
had seen him s i n c e we l e f t the S t a t e s . We drank a l i t t l e 
v i n o and cognac. 

May 2, 1944 Some o f our f e l l o w s went up today t o d i g 
p o s i t i o n s f o r our guns. Cap't. M a r t i n i s t o be Major. 
The b a t t a l i o n Exec. L t . Anderson i s t o be Company Com
mander o f B-CO. 

May 6, 1944 Lehmann went home today on r o t a t i o n . 
I'm on guard t o n i g h t . 

May 7, 1944 Went t o Mass and Communion. On guard 
today. 

May B, 1944 Went up t o f r o n t t o n i g h t , and dug i n gun 
p o s i t i o n s . Supposed t o move up tomorrow n i g h t . 

May 9, 1944 Went t o Mass and Communion. We are t o 
move up t o n i g h t . Tom and I took our evening walk over 
by an o l d c a s t l e . 

May 11, 1944 Moved up a t 11 l a s t n i g h t . Got t o our 
p o s i t i o n s about 1. L a i d telephone l i n e s u n t i l a f t e r 3, 
then a few hours sleep. Then dug a b i g s l i t t r e n c h and 
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covered i t w i t h a r o o f . H-Hour i s eleven t o n i g h t when 
the b i g push s t a r t s a l l along the f r o n t . 

May 12, 1944 Big push s t a r t e d l a s t n i g h t . We f i r e d 
2300 rounds from 12 guns. Are s t i l l f i r i n g . 

May 13, 1944 85th D i v i s i o n gained a l l t h e i r f i r s t 
o b j e c t i v e s , but 88th d i d n ' t do so good. C-CO moved up 
l a s t n i g h t . We are s t i l l f i r i n g a l l day and n i g h t . 

May 14, 1944 The 155 O u t f i t t h a t was i n behind us 
moved up four m i l e s l a s t n i g h t . We have r e c o n n o i t e r e d 
f o r a new p o s i t i o n but don't know when we w i l l move. 
F i r e d r i g h t up u n t i l we moved. Moved across the 
GARIGLIANO RIVER past MINTURNO, and went i n t o p o s i t i o n 
l e f t o f MINTURNO. Layed w i r e a l l n i g h t . We were s h e l l e d 
s e v e r a l times. 

May 15, 1944 F i n i s h e d l a y i n g w i r e , and s t a r t e d f i r i n g 
i m m e diately. F i r e d o f f and on a l l day and n i g h t . French 
and B r i t i s h have both advanced, a l s o , the 85th and 88th. 

May 16, 1944 Had a b i g a i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t . About 
20 J e r r y planes over. Saw J e r r y ' s shoot down one o f our 
Piper Cubs y e s t e r d a y a f t e r n o o n . P i l o t b a i l e d out but he 
f e l l behind enemy l i n e s . P.M. Our M-lOs and Andys t r a c k 
moved up about 6 m i l e s w i t h the i n f a n t r y . L t . Kujawski, 
B r a t l a n d , and Sgt. Brunton wounded by mortar f i r e . I t 
was f o r a c t i o n d u r i n g t h i s t i m e , t h a t we r e c e i v e d C r o i x 
De Guerre w i t h Palms. 

May 17, 1944 Kept r a d i o on a l l n i g h t . Our f o r c e s are 
advancing s l i g h t l y , so are French t o our r i g h t . J e r r y ' s 
has a couple o f guns near GAETA t h a t keep popping a few 
f a s t ones a t us t o keep us i n our h o l e s . He h i t a ammo 
t r u c k near us t o n i g h t . 

May 18, 1944 We moved two t r a c k s back t h i s morning 
across the GARIGLIANO t o the r e a r . At 2 p.m., moved up 
again t o a p o i n t about a h a l f m i l e past our area we l e f t 
t h i s morning. There i s a Mark-3, dug i n here i n the 
rocks o v e r l o o k i n g the sea, and the v a l l e y , but i t i s n ' t 
much good now. 

A f e l l o w from C-CO, got k i l l e d i n here t h i s morning 
by a booby trapped t e l l e r mine. Blew him up. We moved 
up b e f o r e dark t o our d e s t r o y e r s p a s t CASTELLANUVATO. 
Ju s t as we got t h e r e a bunch o f s h e l l s come i n wounding 
f i v e o f our men. A.C. Anderson, L o u v i l a , D e v i t t , Bartha 
and M i k k e l s o n . None r e a l s e r i o u s l y , I don't b e l i e v e • 
M ikkelsen l o s t a l o t o f blood. L o t s of dead l a y i n g 
around, and a l o t o f m a t e r i a l . We found a German l a t r i n e 
w i t h holes cut i n i t . Made from dynamite boxes marked 
Omaha, Nebr., and dated w i t h i n the p e r i o d t h a t we had 
been stalemated a t t h i s f r o n t f o r weeks. Im p o s s i b l e 
t h a t i t could have been captured. I guess j u s t came 
through normal commerce. Th i s w o r l d i s s i c k ! 

May 19, 1944 S l e p t a l i t t l e i n a cave l a s t n i g h t . 
A r t i l l e r y was heavy. Raining t h i s a f t e r n o o n . E v e r y t h i n g 
but our two t r a c k s moved up t o n i g h t through FORMIA and 
toward I T R I . 

May 20, 1944 Our two t r a c k s moved back t o rear esche
lon near FORMIA, B i b l e and I went out t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
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and took p i c t u r e s . I al s o found a bunch o f I t a l i a n p i c 
t u r e s taken i n EHTIOPIA. 

Last we heard, B-CO i s p a s t I T R I . Andys t r a c k was 
s i x m i l e s from FONDI, and our d e s t r o y e r s were so f a r 
ahead they were out o f r a d i o range. 

May 21, 1944 B i b l e and I walked i n t o and p a s t FORMIA, 
and d i d a l i t t l e s i g h t s e e i n g . Our two t r a c k s moved out 
about s i x o'clock, foward. Passed t h r u I T R I , FONDI and 
on about two m i l e s . As we got t h e r e our M-lOs moved on 
up p a s t MONTE SAN BIAGGIO. Four o f our d e s t r o y e r s and 
the i n f a n t r y took t h i s town t h i s morning. Our t r a c k 
moved up t o SAN BIAGGIO, where we are a c t i n g as a r a d i o 
r e l a y p o s t . We now have t r o o p s i n TERRACINA, but there 
are s t i l l a l o t o f s n i p e r s , and machine guns causing 
t r o u b l e . 

May 23, 1944 Moved up p a s t MONTE BIAGGIO, about two 
m i l e s toward TERRACINA. Our d e s t r o y e r s are up ahead o f 
us. 

May 24, 1944 Had an a i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t . I d i d n ' t 
even wake up. I was so t i r e d . Moved up a b i t . then an 
hour l a t e r had o r d e r s t o move ag a i n . Moved i n t o an 
area where t h e r e i s an o l d c a s t l e w i t h w a l l s about f o u r 
f e e t t h i c k . R e a l l y s l e p t good l a s t n i g h t . 

May 25, 1944 TERRACINA f e l l y e s t e r d a y , and we are on 
the move. We moved about 5 o'clock t o a p o i n t two m i l e s 
p a s t TERRACINA on the edge o f the Pontine Marshes, which 
are f l o o d e d . Our f o r c e s have made a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 
Anzio beachhead. Moved o u t again past m i d n i g h t , and was 
on the move again a f t e r d a y l i g h t . Are about f i f t e e n 
m i l e s from LITTORIA. We are i n a assembly area, and 
w i l l p r o b a b l y move again b e f o r e we do any f i r i n g . I n 
f a n t r y are t a k i n g a h i l l i n f r o n t o f us. They have tank 
and T-D s u p p o r t . 

May 26, 1944 Moved up again a t 1 o'clock l a s t n i g h t . 
Went up through edge o f mountains t o a p o i n t not f a r from 
PRIVERNO, Moved again through SONNINO, and j u s t o p p o s i t e 
FOSSANUOVA MONASTERY. Four o f our d e s t r o y e r s and our 
t r a c k stood guard a t the Generals hdq. 

May 27, 1944 Moved back w i t h the company t o an assem
b l y area. We are detached from I I Corp. I I Corp i s 
r e l i e v e d , and IV Corp i s a t the f r o n t . We are w i t h IV 
Corp. 

May 28, 1944 Did n o t h i n g much. Went t o Mass and 
Communion t h i s a f t e r n o o n a t the o l d Abbey, which was 
s t a r t e d i n 800 and completed i n 1208. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
i s b u r i e d i n a c r y p t beside the a l t a r . AQUINO, h i s home 
town i s not f a r from here. 

May 29, 1944 Moved back south o f SEZZE, between t h a t 
town and the PONTINE MARSHES. We are again a t t a c h e d t o 
I I Corp, and are t o move up near CORI t o n i g h t or tomorrow. 

May 30, 1944 Had an a i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t , l a s t e d about 
a h a l f - h o u r . Two or three planes a t a t i m e . Must have 
been a f t e r ANZIO HARBOR. Moved up a t m i d n i g h t t o a p o i n t 
j u s t past CORI. There i s a bunch o f knocked out J e r r y 
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equipment through here. CORI i s a refugee town. A.M.G. 
i s i n t h e r e t r y i n g t o feed the hungry. 

May 31, 1944 Got i n t o t h i s area a f t e r 6 p.m., and 
took a walk t o see a l l the des t r o y e d v e h i c l e s . CORI was 
captured o n l y a few days ago. Now i s o f f l i m i t s w i t h 
S50 f i n e . Nice war. Destroyers moved up a f t e r noon. 
I stayed behind. We were p a i d today. 

June 1, 1944 A i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t . L t . I r a was wounded 
ye s t e r d a y . 

June 2, 1944 Had a i r r a i d l a s t n i g h t . 
June 3, 1944 Moved t h i s a f t e r n o o n , up 6 or 7 m i l e s . 

I am s t i l l w i t h the r e a r eschelon. 
June 4, 1944 Moved out and up i n t o the ALBAN HILLS. 

Stayed u n t i l 5 p.m. and, then p u l l e d o ut again through 
FRASCATI. A b e a u t i f u l c i t y and not too t e r r i b l y damaged. 
Caught up w i t h the company o u t s i d e FRASCATI, and o n l y 
nine m i l e s from ROME. Stayed o v e r n i g h t . 

June 5, 1944 No sleep l a s t n i g h t , J e r r y ' s was over 
a l l n i g h t w i t h one or two planes a t a time s t r a f i n g and 
drop p i n g a n t i - p e r s o n n e l bombs. Four o f our d e s t r o y e r s 
are a t o u t s k i r t s o f ROME. I n f a n t r y are i n town s i n c e 
y e s t e r d a y . We moved up about 10 a.m., t o o u t s k i r t s o f 
Rare. These Romans a r e a l l f u l l of Vino. We moved on about 
3 p.m. Moved i n through gates o f CONSTANTINE, past 
MUSSOLINIS BALCONY, pa s t VICTOR IMMANUEL PALACE, pa s t 
COLISEUM and across the TIBER a t the MUSSOLINI MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE ( w i t h a b i g monument engraved MUSSOLINI DUX, and 
w i t h a p o s t s c r i p t p a i n t e d i n black p a i n t . U.S.A.} 

We moved on t o a p o i n t a blo c k away from the edge 
of the VATICAN, and about three b l o c k s away from 
ST. PETERS CATHEDERAL. Stayed here on the s i d e s t r e e t 
w h i l e the Pope spoke from the balcony. Then we moved 
back across the TIBER, t o high ground above town. I've 
never been mobbed, k i s s e d and had my hands shook so much. 
Much v i n o , and q u i t e a bunch g o t happy, Romans and 
Americans. I had t o stand guard from 1 t o 3. ROME i s 
p r a c t i c a l l y unharmed. Thank God! Have some water and 
e l e c t r i c a l s e r v i c e , and s t r e e t cars are even r u n n i n g . 

June 6, 1944 Report the i n v a s i o n has s t a r t e d . We 
moved o u t about 9 a.m. t o a p o i n t eleven KM from ROME on 
Flwy 2. Saw a few dead Americans who were bombed l a s t 
n i g h t , I n v a s i o n has s t a r t e d near LE HAVRE and CHERBOURG. 
We moved up Hwy 2, f o u r more m i l e s . I came on back t o 
rear eschelon w i t h k i t c h e n t r u c k . 

June 7, 1944 Three t r u c k loads o f us went i n t o ROME 
fo r t he day. We immediately went t o St. Peters C a t h e d r a l . 
Saw the tombs o f St. Pet e r , and s e v e r a l o f the popes. 
The C a t h e d r a l i s b u i l t on the s i t e o f the c r u c i f i x i o n 
of S t . Peter. I k i s s e d the f o o t o f the bronze s t a t u e 
of S t . Peter. I t i s worn smooth from k i s s i n g o f the 
many f o r these many c e n t u r i e s . T h i s i s r e a l l y a marvelous 
b u i l d i n g . Mosaics by Michaelangelo and Raphael. Gold 
everywhere, and b e a u t i f u l p a i n t i n g s , s t a t u a r y and mosaics. 
Went from here i n search of the Coliseum. A f t e r some 
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time found i t . Climbed a l l over i t , where no one was 
supposed t o go, and took many p i c t u r e s . We weren't l e a v 
i n g u n t i l 8 o ' c l o c k , so sat f o r s e v e r a l hours near St. 
Pet e r s and the T i b e r . L i t t l e k i d s were f l o c k i n g around 
us, as i f we were the Pied P i p e r . They were^wearing our 
helmets. S i t t i n g on our laps and having a b i g tim e . 

When we got back to our area, found t h a t they had 
moved f i f t e e n m i l e s . 

J u s t b e f o r e , we l e f t ROME today, a bunch o f E y t i e s 
had caught a German spy, and attempted t o s t r i n g him up 
t o a t r o l l e y cable i n the middle of the s t r e e t . M.Ps 
took him away from the mob, but he was a beat up mess. 

The A n t i - f a s c i s t s are c l e a n i n g up the F a s c i s t s , and 
the P a r t i s a n s are s n i p i n g a t the J e r r i e s from a l l along 
the road as we move up n o r t h o f ROME. 

June 8, 1944 Our d e s t r o y e r s are s t i l l moving ahead. 
Knocked out an MK-IV y e s t e r d a y , and m u l t i - i n f a n t r y . We 
moved up past MONTEROSI. 

June 9, 1944 F r o n t l i n e s are r e p o r t e d t o be 20 m i l e s 
ahead. I suppose we w i l l move again. 

June 10, 1944 We moved up w i t h the company. 
June 11, 1944 Rained l a s t n i g h t . We are attached 

t o the IV Corp. 
June 12, 1944 Moved up through CASTEL ROMANO and 

pas t TARQUINIA. 
June 13, 1944 Went swimming t h i s a f t e r n o o n i n the 

TYRHENIAN SEA. R e a l l y f e l t good. 
June 14 , 1944 Summer i s here. Nice and h o t . Three 

s t a f f s g t s . and two I t . went t o ROME today. Looks l i k e 
quota i s going t o be s m a l l . Glad I sneaked i n when I 
d i d . I sent a brooch t o E d i t h . 

June 16, 1944 Sent a package w i t h p i n s , b r a c e l e t s 
and o t h e r junk home, als o one o f my d i a r y books. 

June 17, 1944 We were supposed t o move up 30 m i l e s 
but d i d n ' t do i t f o r some reason. 

June 18, 1944 Rained hard l a s t n i g h t . Got up at 5 
t o go t o ROME. Rode i n 68 m i l e s but i t was c l e a r most 
o f t he time w h i l e we were t h e r e . Went t o Mass i n St. 
Pe t e r s . Went through CASTEL SAN ANGELO. Saw the o l d 
QUIRINAL q u a r t e r s but c o u l d n ' t go i n . Took a bunch o f 
p i c t u r e s o f the Spanish s t e p s , T r i n i t i d e l Monte, T r e v i 
F o u n t a i n , and e t c . 

June 19, 1944 Moving up. Moved 51 m i l e s t o o u t s k i r t s 
o f GROSETTO, Passed ORBETELLO and o t h e r towns. 

June 20, 1944 Were a l e r t e d t o move, but were released 
about 5 p.m-

June 21, 1944 C-CO moved up e a r l y t h i s morning w i t h 
the 1 s t Armored. We are a w a i t i n g o r d e r s . I walked about 
3 m i l e s t o an area where Harry McGee i s l o c a t e d . Had a 
n i c e v i s i t w i t h him. 

June 22, 1944 Moved up near CAMPAGNATICO, 20 m i l e s 
from GROSETTO. 

June 23, 1944 Moved up pa s t PAGANICO. 
June 25, 1944 Went t o Mass and Communion over a t 1st 

Armored D i v i s i o n Hdq. C a r l s o n , Zerr and D u t o i t , were 
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k i l l e d t o n i g h t , and Jodsaas h u r t , when t h e i r jeep h i t a 
mine. 

June 26, 1944 Two o f our guns moved up but we stayed. 
June 27, 1944 The e n t i r e f r o n t i s moving up n i c e l y . 
June 29, 1944 Moved o u t a t 6 a.m. t o Mass M a r r i t i m a . 

Order t o move again a t 3:30 toward the coast t o a p o i n t 
near SASSETA. A l o t o f J e r r i e s are s t i l l l a y i n g dead 
along the roads. 

June 30, 1944 We were supposed t o move up and take 
CECINA, but plans were changed. 

J u l y 1, 1944 Moved out at 5 a.m., through MASSA, 
CASTELNUOVO, DEL VILLE, DE CICINA, and POMERANCE t o a 
p o s i t i o n o v e r l o o k i n g CECINA RIVER. We are w i t h 1st 
Armored D i v i s i o n , Crossed the r i v e r , and are on the 
move. At i s a bunch o f steam p i p e s , a l l popping 
o f f l i k e a b i g f a c t o r y . I t s m e l l s l i k e s u l p h u r . I 
t h i n k i t must be hot sulphur w e l l s , because the p i p e s 
are a l l blown, and t h e r e seems t o be no furnaces or power 
t o make a l l the steam. A l o t o f J e r r y armor i s knocked 
o u t . { T h i s was a the r m a l power g e n e r a t i n g p l a n t , ope
r a t e d by underground steam pressure.) 

J u l y 2, 1944 S t i l l i n same p o s i t i o n . Our d e s t r o y e r s 
and tanks are moving s l o w l y but meeting tough r e s i s t a n c e . 

J u l y 3, 1944 Moved up about 7 m i l e s t h i s a f t e r n o o n 
to MONTE . Our d e s t r o y e r s have knocked out 
s e v e r a l Mark IVs, but are a l l i n t a c t themselves. 

J u l y 4, 1944 S t i l l i n same p o s i t i o n . Our d e s t r o y e r s 
are s t i l l up ahead. Gained some, but are having i t rough. 

J u l y 5, 1944 Our 2nd p l a t o o n was surrounded today by 
Germans, but f i r e d t h e i r way o u t . We were r e l i e v e d t o 
n i g h t f o r a w h i l e . 

J u l y 6, 1944 Moved over w i t h B a t t a l i o n Hdq. not 
f a r from CECINA. 

J u l y 7, 1944 We sent up a mortar squad t o t r y t o 
r e l i e v e pressure on some o f our recon boys who are sur
rounded by J e r r i e s . I don't see why they don't send up 
some more i n f a n t r y t o t h i s s e c t o r . H e l l f i r e , we can't 
hold i t a l l by o u r s e l v e s w i t h our s m a l l crews. 

J u l y 8, 1944 1 s t and 2nd Platoons went up a b i t t o 
hold the f r o n t w i t h recon. T o n i g h t a bunch o f our 
s e c u r i t y went up as an o u t p o s t i n f r o n t of our d e s t r o y e r s . 
We s t i l l have no i n f a n t r y i n t h i s s e c t o r . J e r r y bombers 
came over and dropped a few. 

J u l y 12, 1944 S t i l l s i t t i n g here. Not much a c t i v i t y . 
No one, y e t , has been h u r t i n our company t h i s week. 
Knocked out 3 Mark V i s . 

J u l y 13, 1944 B a r t l e s o n l e f t t h i s morning on r o t a 
t i o n . D i d n ' t know i t was coming. A l l the men sent so 
f a r have been married men. Making s l i g h t gains but 
can't do much because o f so many blown bridges and 
c u l v e r t s , which are mined, and then covered by a n t i - t a n k 
and s n i p e r f i r e . 

J u l y 14, 1944 Moved about s i x m i l e s near MIEMO t h i s 
morning. T h i s a f t e r n o o n moved on about seven m i l e s 
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f u r t h e r up the v a l l e y near CHIANI. This i s the a n n i v e r 
s a r y o f us being overseas e i g h t e e n months. S t a r t i n g on 
f o u r t h hash mark. Hope I don't get another. 

J u l y 15, 1944 Big b a t t l e g o i n g on here a l l n i g h t a n d 
today. J e r r y ' s t h r o w i n g i n screaming meemies, a r t i l l e r y , 
machine gun, and e v e r y t h i n g . But we are t h r o w i n g as much 
a t him., and advancing. 

J u l y 16, 1944 S t i l l s i t t i n g i n the same p l a c e . 
J u l y 17, 1944 Had two d e s t r o y e r s knocked o u t and 

burned. Two more w i t h t r a c k s blown o f f . P i e h l h u r t , I r a 
took a couple o f p r i s o n e r s . 

J u l y 18, 1944 Our company moved up t o PONTEDERA on 
the ARNO RIVER. Far t h e r n o r t h and east o f LEGHORN, and 
j u s t about twelve m i l e s due east of PISA. 

J u l y 19, 1944 Wilson caught a s n i p e r s b u l l e t on the 
edge of h i s helmet. Sprayed h i s face w i t h s t e e l , but 
the b u l l e t d i d n ' t h i t him. We moved up near PONSACCO 
n o t f a r from the RIVER ARNO. De s t r o y e r s moved back. 
A l l the b a t t a l i o n i s here now. LEGHORN f e l l t h i s morn
i n g . ANCONA f e l l y e s t e r d a y . 

J u l y 20, 1944 Six o f our d e s t r o y e r s are moving up 
t o n i g h t . 

J u l y 2 1 , 1944 Destroyers moved up e a r l y t h i s morning. 
J u l y 22, 1944 One d e s t r o y e r came back, and was r e 

p l a c e d . Nothing doing much. 
J u l y 23, 1944 S t i l l here. Went t o Mass a t 9:30. 
J u l y 24, 1944 Two more o f our d e s t r o y e r s went up t o 

do some harassing . F i r e a l l n i g h t . 
J u l y 25, 1944 H a l f - t r a c k s moved up t o n i g h t , but i n 

r e a r eschelon. Stayed near CAPPANOLA. I am going back 
t o r a d i o school near NAPLES, i n a day or two, so d i d n ' t 
go up t o f r o n t . 

J u l y 26, 1944 I am not going t o NAPLES, u n t i l J u l y 
29. Supposed t o go t o PIOMBINO by t r u c k , then by boat 
t o NAPLES. 

J u l y 27, 1944 Went t o Mass t h i s morning up on the t o p 
o f the h i l l s . 

J u l y 2R, 1944 I am l e a v i n g i n morning f o r NAPLES. 
Got p a r t i a l pay. 

J u l y 29, 1944 L e f t a t 8 a.m. A r r i v e d i n PIOMBINO 
about 10. Went down t o docks b u t c o u l d n ' t get a boat 
u n t i l Aug. 2. Went to a i r p o r t , and had no more l u c k . 
Went back t o docks, and they sent us t o a s t a g i n g area 
wtiere there was n o t h i n g but two t e n t s and no p e r s o n n e l . 
We hunted up the 5th Army T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Hdq., a few 
m i l e s back toward the f r o n t , and were t o l d we c o u l d go 
on the next convoy headed south about 5 p.m. We w a i t e d 
u n t i l 11 found a hay stack and went t o s l e e p . 

J u l y 30, 1944 At 5 a.m. we awakened, and found a 
Jimmy headed f o r NAPLES. Went through ROME about noon. 
Had no b r e a k f a s t and no way t o get d i n n e r . Stopped a t 
a B r i t i s h s t a g i n g area, and g o t a cup o f tea and a jam 
sandwich. 

Outside LITTORIA we saw a watermelon p a t c h , near 
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the o l d beach head. They were the best I've eaten i n 
many a year. 

A r r i v e d i n NAPLES about 6. The towns back here c e r 
t a i n l y look d i f f e r e n t than they d i d a few months ago. 
Most o f the r u b b l e i s cleaned up and the A.M.G. has even 
set up t r a s h b a r r e l s along the s t r e e t s i n some towns. 

A l l along the l a s t twenty or t h i r t y m i l e s out o f 
NAPLES are t r o o p s l i n e d up i n t e n t s w i t h new equipment, 
ready f o r an i n v a s i o n . 3 r d , 4 5 t h , and 36th X I I TAP and 
French t r o o p s beaucoup. 

We went down t o the docks t o see i f we c o u l d f i n d 
where we should go t o school. Docks are l i n e d w i t h 
w a t e r p r o o f v e h i c l e s , and a l o t o f s h i p s are loaded. 
Four o f our b a t t l e s h i p s are here. Reminds me o f A l g i e r s 
b e f o r e the SALERNO i n v a s i o n . Couldn't f i n d the s c h o o l , 
so s l e p t i n the MP s t a t i o n a l l n i g h t . 

J u l y 31, 1944 Saw Watkins t h i s morning. He i s i n a 
tank o u t f i t w i t h 45th Div, Also saw Luikens and h i s 
b r o t h e r . He i s i n SARDINIA. 

F i n a l l y found our s c h o o l , and got here about 3 p.m. 
School s t a r t s Aug. 7. We have a n i c e b i g school b u i l d i n g 
w i t h e l e c t r i c l i g h t s , t o i l e t s , and showers, j u s t a few 
m i l e s o u t s i d e o f NAPLES. 

August 1, 1944 Stood r e v e i l l e t h i s morning. The 
f i r s t time since I have been i n I t a l y . We were p u t t o 
work making wooden beds a l l morning. This a f t e r n o o n 
got o f f and Suess and I hiked t o CASERTA t o see a f r i e n d 
o f h i s . L e f t seven r o l l s o f f i l m f o r him t o develop. 

August 3, 1944 Worked making beds a l l day. News 
i s good. Russians are i n EAST PRUSSIA. NORMANDY f r o n t 
i s going good. Won't be long now. 

August 4, 1944 Went to c o n c e r t a t SAN CARLO ©pera 
house t o n i g h t . John B a r b i r o l l i o f N.Y Symphony was 
gupst conductor w i t h the San C a r l o Orchestra. 

August 5, 1944 The school had a dance downtown t o 
n i g h t . Supposed t o be 70 signorinas. There were c l o s e 
t o t h a t many from 6 t o 60. A l l w a i t i n g f o r a f r e e hand 
out a t i n t e r m i s s i o n . I b e l i e v e t h a t a l l they came f o r 
because i t was almost a r i o t when they were f e d . Some 
few came f o r o t h e r purposes t o make a few e x t r a d o l l a r s . 
I danced two dances. One w i t h a buck-toothed gopher 
and the o t h e r w i t h a g i g g l i n g - t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d t h a t thought 
she was some s t u f f , 

August 6, 1944 Had t o work a l l day and d i d n ' t even 
get t o go t o Mass, though there was a church j u s t o u t 
side the gate. 

August 8, 1944 They made us a l l s t a r t i n Radio Oper
a t o r s Course, though some o f us wanted t o study mainten
ance. This a f t e r n o o n we took an exam f o r maintenance 
and s t a r t e d i n t h a t . 

August 9, 1944 Went t o school again today. Doubt i f 
we s t a y w i t h i t , as t h i s i s an advanced course i n maint
enance . 

August 10, 1944 Some o f our m a i l f i n a l l y caught up 
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w i t h us. No one has heard from b r o t h e r J s i n c e the 
NORMANDY I n v a s i o n . 

August 11, 1944 Sneaked i n t o town t o n i g h t and took 
some f i l m t o be developed. Can get back Monday. Went 
t o a show. 

August 12, 1944 Damned tough school again today, and 
now we have t o work p a i n t i n g from 6 t o 9:30. F i x i n g up 
the P.B.s r e c r e a t i o n room. Time we get i f f i x e d up, we 
w i l l be l e a v i n g . We don't have time t o study. I f we 
don't leave and go t o town, we are d r a f t e d f o r work. 

August 13, 1944 Went t o Mass across the s t r e e t here 
i n PISCINOLA. 

August 14, 1944 Went i n t o NAPOLI t o a movie t o n i g h t , 
and picked up the f i l m I had developed. 

August 15, 1944 Had t e s t and I made good enough grades 
t o s t a y another week. Got PX today. F i r s t c i g a r e t t e s we 
have had since we've been here. Southern France invaded 
t h i s morning between MARSEILLES and NICE. 

August 16, 1944 Had the a f t e r n o o n o f f . Took a t r i p 
t o SALFATRA, a hot mud and sulphur s p r i n g s n o r t h o f 
NAPLES. This i s an o l d s e m i - e x t i n c t volcano, but i s con
nected i n some way w i t h Vesuvius, as every time Vesuvius 
e r u p t s t h i s mud s p r i n g i s a c t i v e . We saw the s i t e of 
J u l i u s Caesars home and a l s o , where Dante wrote h i s i n 
f e r n o . We saw the Coliseum, where the a p o s t l e Paul was 
thrown t o the beasts and n o t k i l l e d and a l s o the spot 
where he was l a t e r beheaded. 

August 19, 1944 Got my n e g a t i v e s back from the f e l l o w 
i n CASERTA. They are ten times b e t t e r than I ever expected 
A l l but two i n the seven r o l l s were good. Knocked out 
J e r r y v p h i c l e s . S t. Peters C a t h e d e r a l , Coliseum, and 
o t h e r good shots. 

August 20, 1944 Went t o 9 o'clock Mass across the 
s t r e e t i n PISCINOLA. 

August 21, 1944 Had a t e s t today and I passed. Can 
s t a y u n t i l the end o f the course, but the chow i s so 
scarce, I'm hungry when I get away from the t a b l e . 

August 22, 1944 Got a headache again today. They 
don't feed enough t o keep a man a l i v e , much l e s s , enough 
t o enable him t o work, and study l i k e we have t o do. 
Rumors t h a t the k i t c h e n f o r c e i s b l a c k m a r k e t i n g the food 
we should have. 

August 23, 1944 Went t o town t h i s a f t e r n o o n t o see 
the opera R i g o l e t t o a t San C a r l o . I r e a l l y enjoyed i t . 

August 24, 1944 Sick a l l n i g h t . Went on s i c k c a l l 
and supposed t o s t a y i n bed a l l day I'm so hungry, f e e l 
l i k e going back t o the o l d o u t f i t , i f I had the s t r e n g t h . 

August 25, 1944 Back on d u t y . Feel some b e t t e r . 
August 26, 1944 School h a l f f i n i s h e d . Three more 

weeks t o go. 
August 27, 1944 Went t o 9 o'clock Mass. RUMANIA i s 

o u t o f the war. Declared war on Germany, and i s now do
in g a good j o b a g a i n s t them. Russians are along DANUBE 
f o r 60 m i l e s and o n l y 80 m i l e s from PLOESTI, BULGARIA, 
i s seeking peace terms and i s i n t e r n i n g a l l Germans 
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w i t h i n the c o u n t r y . Things look good w i t h French f r o n t 
o n l y 130 m i l e s from Germany. 

August 28, 1944 Had a couple o f b o t t l e s o f American 
beer. F i r s t s i n c e Jan. 1943. War s t i l l going good i n 
FRANCE and RUMANIA. 

August 29, 1944 S t a r t e d work on 508 and 510 r a d i o s . 
Maybe I can l e a r n something now. Hej inowsk i was dropped 
from the shcool today. Can't p i c k i t up f a s t enough. 
I t i s a wonder we a r e n ' t a l l dropped. Too t e c h n i c a l 
f o r a l l o f us. 

September 3, 1944 S t i l l i n s c h o o l . Maybe I ' l l make 
i t now. Went t o Mass i n PISCINOLA t h i s morning. News 
says Americans are eleven m i l e s from German border, and 
Gothic L i n e , here i n I t a l y , i s c r a c k i n g . Our o u t f i t was 
s t i l l on the l i n e here, i n I t a l y a few weeks ago. 

Saw Faust a t the SAN CARLO t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 
September 9, 1944 Recon messenger came here t o n i g h t 

w i t h the news t h a t the o u t f i t had moved back about 15 
m i l e s from NAPLES, p r e p a r a t o r y t o moving t o FRANCE. 
Went o u t t o the area w i t h him. 

September 10, 194 4 Communist headquarters f o r t h i s 
area i s i n a b u i l d i n g j u s t across from the C a t h o l i c 
church. Strange c o u n t r y . 

Got my m a i l today, and f i n d t h a t J has been missing 
i n a c t i o n , since June 7 t h , D-Day i n NORMANDY. Maybe 
th e r e i s some hope f o r him, but I don't hold any since 
I've seen too many people r e p o r t e d m i s s i n g . 

Our address i s changed t o APO 758 7th Army address. 
We are due i n FRANCE as soon as we can get new equipment. 
We have turned i n a l l our M-lOs and are b r i n g i n g h a l f 
t r a c k s on boats. Only the jeeps are here so f a r . 

September 15, 1944 Graduated from S i g n a l School. 
Hitched on out t o camp. Had a p i l e of m a i l w i t h more 
bad news. Mother i s s e r i o u s l y i l l i n the h o s p i t a l . But 
t h a t was August 30, she s u r e l y must be b e t t e r by now. 

September 16, 1944 Have been i n ITALY f o r a year now. 
Went back t o school t o p i c k up my bed r o l l and c l o t h i n g . 

September 18, 1944 Went out on f i r i n g l i n e w i t h our 
new M-36s. 

September 19, 1944 Have had a toothache f o r t h r e e 
days, so had one p u l l e d t h i s morning. Was c a l l e d i n t o 
NAPLES t h i s a f t e r n o o n t o r e p o r t a t Red Cross f o r a t e l e 
gram t h a t Mother had d i e d on Sept. 1. Took 19 days t o 
get the news here. Wonderful Red Cross h u m a n i t a r i a n 
work. Pony express c o u l d b r i n g news q u i c k e r than t h i s . 
I t r i e d t o send back a cable t h a t I had r e c e i v e d news 
but Red Cross s a i d NO. That under Clause A, I c o u l d 
send one but the case covers Clause B, so I can't do i t . 

September 2 1 , 1944 F i n a l l y found out by i n q u i r i n g a 
b i t t h a t I could send a cable home so d i d so w i t h o u t 
havinq any Red Cross t o h e l p . Also f i x e d up my insurance 
to Dad w i t h Sis as secondary b e n e f i c i a r y . 

September 24, 1944 Went t o Mass i n Naples t h i s morning. 
September 25, 1944 Went up i n p o u r i n g down r a i n t o 
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CASSINO, but I wanted t o see i t . CASSINO i s c o m p l e t e l y 
wrecked. Hardly a w a l l s t a n d i n g . Saw Barons Palace, 
C o n t i n e n t a l H o t e l , Rose Palace, Coliseum, the Round 
House, and o t h e r h o t spots o f a few months ago. We 
went up the h i l l t o the Monastery. Nothing i s l e f t a t 
a l l except one l i t t l e chapel which i s undamaged. There 
are p a i n t i n g s o f the 14th c e n t u r y unharmed i n t h i s l i t t l e 
room. The monks s a i d there were o n l y ten monks and a 
C a r d i n a l i n the Monastery a t the time of the bombing 
and none were k i l l e d , though some were i n j u r e d . No 
Germans were i n s i d e . Four J e r r y s o l d i e r s and one o f f i c e r 
were o u t s i d e guarding t o keep o t h e r Germans from l o o t i n g . 
U n t i l we bombed h e l l o ut of i t , then they used the rub b l e 
f o r a f o r t r e s s . They were u s i n g the h i l l a l l around 
but not the Monastery. 

T h i s i s what I have thought a l l along, but we are 
too damn d i r t y t o l e t i t o ut now. I t would be bad pr o 
paganda , 

CASSINO i s t o be r e b u i l t a couple of m i l e s from the 
r u i n s and they say the monastery w i l l be r e b u i l t on the 
same s i t e , 

September 26, 1944 We are t o p u l l out tomorrow f o r 
Texas area t o load on LSTs. K. Petersen, a c c i d e n t a l l y 
shot h i m s e l f i n the l e g today. 

September 27, 1944 P u l l e d o ut a t noon, down through 
POZZUOLI, and i n t o our s t a g i n g area. 

September 30 1944 We were p a i d t h i s morning i n 
Francs. Went t o Confession. Went t o NAPLES t h i s a f t e r 
noon and drank too much vermouth and champagne. 

October 1 , 1944 Moved out t h i s a f t e r n o o n t o NISIDIA 
docks and loaded on LST. Soon as loaded p u l l e d o ut i n t o 
h a rbor. 

October 2, 1944 On KP today. P u l l e d away from harbor 
a t 8 a.m., as soon as we p u l l e d out and w i t h heavy seas 
and greasy k i t c h e n combined I had t o q u i t and go t o bed. 
Stayed i n a l l day and n i g h t w i t h o u t e a t i n g and w h i l e the 
sea was bouncing around l i k e a c o r k . 

October 3, 1944 A b i t q u i e t e r today. Ate b r e a k f a s t 
and f e l t b e t t e r . About noon we can see SARDINIA t o our 
l e f t and CORSICA t o our r i g h t . We are going through the 
STRAITS. 

CCMPANY "B" 776TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALICN 
APO 758 

ROSTER France-December 11, 1944 
Capt. Donald N. Anderson 
1st Lt. Clement P. Kujawski 
1st Lt. Edward W. I r a 
1st Lt. C l i f f o r d M. Holnes 
1st Lt. Adler H. Bratland 
2nd Lt. Robert W. Bartley 

8 Brunton, Rodney M. 

9 Jodsaas, Reuben W. 

1st Sergeant 

Tech Sergeant 

7 Jaccfcson, Orville J. 
10 Keller, Georae J. 
11 Lukes, Edward J. 
12 Sackmann, Jacob E. 
13 Schillerstrom, Stanley L. 
14 Vosburg, Chester M. 

S/Sqts. 

0435949 
01030490 
01824189 
01824319 
01683434 
01998079 

20745747 

2074575 3 

20745762 
20745763 
20745765 
37081756 
20745790 
20745801 

15 Adolf, Edward S. 
16 Andersen, TVndrew C. 
17 Craig, Richard W. Jr. 
18 Decorte, Leon F. Jr. 
19 E l i j a h , Robert C. 
20 Fahseler, John H. 
21 Hayes, Joseph W. 
22 Hegle, Lloyd 0. 
23 Hennessy, John J. 
24 Strand, Alfred M. 
25 Thomason, Elmer F, 
26 Thompson, Lavall O. 
27 Truesdell, John 
28 Veale, Ralph W. 
29 Wilson, John S. 

Sgts. 

Tec 4's 
30 C a r r o l l , Edward M. 
31 C a r r o l l , Francis J. 
32 Devitt, I r v i n C. 
33 E l l i o t t , Leland K. 
34 Fadness, Joseph 0. 
35 Forde, Arvid M. 
36 Grundhoefer, Raymond J. (drpd) 
37 Peterson, Tommy 
38 Raan, Martin 
39 Randash, Joseph F. 
40 Thompson, Willard A. 
41 Toyne, Marion M. 
42 Weisenhaus, Roy E. 
43 Wilson, Howard S. 

20745804 
39601723 
20464267 
39376947 
20745776 
37151466 
38115907 
20745751 
37169818 
20745792 
20745794 
20745795 
20745758 
37151460 
20745827 

20745775 
20745777 
20745811 
37219605 
20745813 
37081789 
17050352 
37081762 
37081874 
37081841 
20745797 
20745800 
20745802 
20745825 



Cpls. 
44 Fahlqren, Leonard S. 
45 F i s h e r , James 
46 Fr e e l a n d e r , A r n o l d E. 
47 Gardner, H a r r v W. 
48 H i l t o n , L o w e l l E. (TD) 
49 Hines, Ernest R. 
50 Johnson, S i p u r d O. 
51 K i s e r , Wavne M. 
52 L e i s s , Peter 
5 3 Montague, Evard L. 
54 Roberts, Omas T. (TD) 
55 Ryan, Ethredge O. 
56 S a h l q u i s t , Robert W. 
57 Simich, M i l a n 
58 Thomas, Luther B. J r . 

Tec 5's 
59 Anderson, Vernon L. 
60 B a r t l e t t , Eugene B. 
61 B a r t l e y , Harold L. 
62 B i b l e , Raymond P. 
63 B r a d f o r d , Harvey L. J r . 
64 Campbell, Robert M. 
65 Decker, L e s t e r I . 
66 Dickson, Elmer M. 
67 F a l l e r , Ralph G. 
68 Johnson, L e i f G, 
69 M e t z d o r f f , Addis F. 
70 M i l e s , Ralph 
71 Montgomery, James A. J r . 
72 O'Brien, Joseph M. 
73 Park, M e r l i n R. 
74 Peterson, Edward R. 

Pfc 
7 5 A r b o i t , Anthony 
76 A u s t i n , W i l l i a m D. 
77 B a i e r , Erwin G. 
78 B u l l a r d , Charles A. 
79 Devasier, Lexie A. 
80 E b e r l e , F r e d r i c k P. 
81 E r i c k s o n , A l v i n E. 
82 F r a n k l i n , C a r l E. 
83 G a l l , Harold B. 
84 Haun, Eldon L. 
85 Heyne, Edwin J. 
86 L a f f o o n , Ledrue A. 
87 Linneman, Tony V. 
88 Ljunggren, Ralph H. 
89 N e i l s o n , Joseph B. J r . 
90 Nelson, T h o r v a l d C. 
91 Norby, B u r n e t t 
92 Owens, Stephen J. 

37081825 
37261702 
37081843 
39610365 
18082519 
37164547 
20745819 
37169548 
37277383 
37196840 
38115275 
35482654 
37168250 
39154510 
34213459 

37169913 
37170058 
37169533 
37022897 
39847015 
20745809 
20745810 
37187572 
20745814 
20745817 
37444839 
37169872 
37055406 
37169893 
37151516 
20745787 

13073424 
35379210 
37169832 
38115188 
34141796 
37170016 
37169915 
37186183 
37169980 
37196189 
37081871 
37151505 
37170005 
37170010 
13096665 
37193978 
37169958 
37081765 

93 P h i ] l i p s , C l i f t o n N. 38133160 
94 Schj.eldahl, O r v i l l e R. 37170015 
95 S h u t t o , Anthony 37328291 
96 Simpson, Bernie B.,' ,' 38115247 
97 Toso, Leonard 37170019 
98 W o l l i n , W i l l i s L. 37170091 
99 Wood, F l e t c h e r G. ' 18109068 

Pvt's 
100 Bachman, M a r t i n J. 37022471 
101 B a r t h a , Andrew J. 35455190 
102 B e l l , Myron W. 20745806 
103 Berg, Elmer 0. 37280568 
104 C a l v e r t , Joseph F. 38129429 
105 Coleman, James E. 37205096 
106 E a c r e t , Richard E. 37205165 
107 F i r t h , Howard A. 32362564 
108 G a l l a p , Robert F. 16086415 
109 Glazebrooks, Rhoben I 34380372 
110 Glover, Olney V. 38132917 
111 Heise, F r e d e r i c k W. 38162507 
112 Houser, K e i t h J. 39249708 
113 H u f f , Elmo 35430586 
114 Kuhnert, Ralph P. 37151538 
115 Lacourse, Maurice G. 31152226 
116 Larson, C l i f f o r d I . , 20745780 
117 Larson, Leland E. 20745782 
118 McCarthy, D a n i e l W. 20464291 
119 Newkirk, George R. 35035212 
120 Olwick, Emil J. 35333067 
121 Paluch, S t a n l e y J. J r . 36361420 
122 P e r r y , Raymond W. 20745769 
123 R i c k b e i l , Mervyn G. 37081792 
124 R o c h l i t z , Maurice G. 37455032 
125 Sanders, Johnnie G. 34333136 
126 Skule, John M. 37022294 
127 Spanyard, F r a n c i s M. 17108110 
129 T a r s h i s , David 16100371 
130 Turk , Stephen C. 33361583 

Atch'd . Fr Med i cs t h i s Bn. 

Cpl 
131 Kubala^ Joseph W. , , 33076594 

Pfc 
132 Baker, Ross W. 35386127 

Atch'd. Fr Hq, Co. t h i s Bn. 
133 P f c . G r i f f i n , John M. 34122166 


