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History of the 795th Tenk Destreoyer Battalion
‘ Fort Custer, Michigsan
December 16, 1941-December 31, 1942

et p—n T

1. Originsl Unit

2. Designation; date, place snd suthorities for orgenmization:

The 795%&.Tankﬁ%%%%£oy§r Battalion, Heavy, Belf-Propelled, was achti-
veted and organized en December 16, 1941, at Fort Custer, Michigan,
by order of the Secretary of Wer and under the directien and super-
visien, Tespectively, of the Commending Generals, Second Army, Hemphis,
Termessee and 5th Infantry Divisicn, Fort Uuster, Michigan. :
(Letter, The Adjutant General's Gffice, War Department, Washingten,

AG B20.2 (11-17-41) MB-M-G, December 3, 1941, subject: ®Organization eof
Tank Destreyer Bsttaliens. Péragraphs 4b and 7, Letter, Headguarters
Second Army, O0ffice of the Commanding General, 3G %22.09-18 (¥), Becenm—
ber-10, 1941, subject, Organization of Tank Destroyer Battelions. & Para-
graph 2, Gensral Orders No. 34, Headuuarters 5th Infantry Division, Fort
Vuster, Michigan, December 1§, 1942. Letter, Headgusrters 5th Infantry
Divigion, Fort Custer, WMichigan, 322.6, December 16, 1941, subject,
betivation of the 7¢5th Tenk Destroyer Batislien.)

b. Sowrces of Pergommel

The original officer and enlisted persemnel of the organization was
obtained by trensfer (futh: Paragraphs 4b ané 7, Letter, Headguarters
Second Army, Cffice of the Commanding Genersl, 4G 522.08-16 (F), Decem-
ber 10, 1941, subject, Organization of Tark Destroyer Bsttalions. Letter,
Headguarters 5th Infentry Division, Fort Custer, Hichigsn, 322.6, Decem—

~ber 16, 1841, subject, Activation of the 795th Tank Destreyer Batialion.

Paragraphs 1, 2, 9, 10, Specizl Orders No. 254, Headguerters Sth Infanbry
Division, Decembér 16, 1941.) from the Anti-tenk Batteries of the First
and Second Battalions, 184th Field Artillery Regiment, Forht Custer, Michi-

gan, the latter orgenizations having been inactivated en December 15, 1941.

pursuent to paragraph 2, Genersl Orders No. 33, (GCorrected Uopy), Head—. -
quarters Fifth Infambry Divisien, Fort Uuster, Michigan. 1

Ko Changes in Orgenization

2« Ghange in designation

The officisl designatien of the ergan
1942 as fellews: . - . o SR | |
froms™ ¥795th Tank royer Battalien, Heavy,
- Self-Propelled™ ,
te : #795th Tank Destroyer Batbtalion®

ticn wae changed as of June 25,
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Authoritys: Sectlsn X, @eeklg Information Bulletin #25, Headguarters
Second Army,. June 20, 1942. Takle of Urganization 18-25, War Department,
December 24, 1941. Table of Organization 18-85, War Department, June 20,
1%42. ‘ : ' : o

b. Table of Organization Uhanges

'Table of Organization. 18-25, War Department, December 24, 1941, pro-

vided for an efficer strength of thirty-five (35). folCeTS and an -
enlisted strength of 884, including an enlisted-eadre of seventy-seven.

By Table of COrgenization 1825, War Department, June 8, 1942, the

aubhorized offlcer strength was increased to tblrty—elgbt (88), the most
significant Cﬂaﬁgaﬁmelng the autherization of a dental officer. By

the same directive the’ autherléea enlisted strength was 1ﬁcreased te
933, imcluding an enllsted cadre ef seventy—seven.

Ce Gther Changes.

The battalion was selected en October 2, 1942 te operate a Tank Destroyer
Enlisted Heplacement Pool wending the establishment, early in 1943, of

a permanent tenk destroyer replacement depot. A tobtal overstrength of
5—;[5 percent. of table ef orgenization strength was ambthorized for this

TUTrpose. (&utherlty* Letter, Headguarters Army Ground Forces, Washingten,
520.2/565 (8) - GNGPS (10-2 42), October 2, 1942, Sabgect° Keplacement

Pools Se)

' d. Headousrters to whicg;gitacheé for training and functional
services. (Note: Upon its . activation the battalion was alletted to the
General Headguarters Heserve and was abtached to Second Army. Auths
Letter, The Adjutant Generalls Office, War Department, Washingten, AG 320.2
(11-17-41) ¥B-¥-C, December 3, 1941, subject, Grﬂanlzatlan of Tank -

Destroyer Battalloas@)
. &

(1) Fifth Infentry DlV1SlOn, Fert Guster, Mlchlgan, fr@m
date of activation - December 18, 1941
(fuths . _par. 7, Letter, Headquarters Secend Army, ﬂ&
822.09-16"(F), December 10, 1941, subject, Grganlza-
tion of Tenk Destroyer Battalionss)

() Headgnarters, Second: irmy Trocps, Fort Custer, Mlehlgan
.~ Bpril 18, 1942.
(Aath: par.-2, Letter, Headguarbers Second Army Gffice
of the Uommanding General, April 18, 1942, subject,
Command of Second Army Units, Fort Uuﬁter, Michigan)
Bubgequent changes in d651gnatlca of this headguarters
were as folléws: Fifth Headguarters, Special Treops, Second
Army, Fort Custer, Michigen (Zuth: CGenerel Orders Ne. 1,
Sth Headquarters, Special Troops, Second Army, Fort Custer,
June 25, 194%2) and Hezdausy ;- Fifth Detachment, Special
Troops; Second Army, Fort Custéry Michigen (General Orders
No. 4, Headguarters Fifth Detachment, Specisl Troops, Second
Army, Fort Luster, Wichigen, July 9, 194Z.). '
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(3) 184th Field Artillery Hegiment, Fort vuster, Michigan
- effective September 4, 1942 4
(doth: Letter, Headgnarters Second Army, 4G .322-12
(GHMBE), August 30, 1942, subject, Status of Units
(Serizl Ho. 18, e&sv) '

(4) 94th Infantry Division, Fort Uuster, Michigan
- September 15, 1942
(futh: Letter, Headguarters XI Gorps, 3.3& 22 (b@bﬁ) R
September 10, 1942, subject, Status of Units ferial .
No. 5 cs. See*l,‘i@n I, General Orders No. 2, Headguarters
94th Infantry Divisien, Fort Luster, Michigan, September
s 1942 )

(5) XI vorps,. bhlcaac, I1linois — November 14, 1942
(futh: Lebter, Hesduuarters XI Uerps, AG 222 { Camice) ,
November 11, 1942, Subject, Status of Units.)

e Strenghh
DATE - OFFIUVERS . ENLISTED PERSONNEL \,
Number  HNet Increase Neb Decrease Rumber  Hebt Increasse  HNet Decrea.se.
| Dec. 16, %41 i
| (date of 10 ' . s 263 |
} activation) 3 . ’ ‘ ‘ E
} Dec.31, 1941 7 3 %30 67
| Jan.3l, 1942 9 2 529 ' 1
| Feb. 28 16 7 728 599
| Her. BL # .20 4 - 772 44
| Apr. 30 # 20 | 8} 768 : ' 4
| Yoy 81- * 3R iz 68g 72 -
June 30- ¥ 41 9 681
July 3L @ 50 9 887 186 :
Aog. 31 ™ 51 1 799 38
Sepb.20 ® 57 6 805 B
Oet. 21 ¥ 57 D 784 ’ 1
Hov. 30 ® 55 . 2 , 795 15 -
Dec. Bl ® 80 5 811 12

4. Btations

The }germc.nent station of the organization since 1‘&35 activaticn has been
Fort Custer, Michigen. During the period July 20, 1942 - July 29, 1942,
inclusive, the babtalien was te@oramj statieoned; for firing and
tactical exerviges, ot Uamp Urayling, ¥ enw- (&uthoritys Verbal
Oriers, Vommanding Yeneral, Second Army. 15t Indersement s Headguarters
FIfth Detachment, Specisl Trecps, Secend Army, Fort. Gusber, Michigen,
10 July 1942, to letter, Hecaaquarters 795th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
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. June 29, 1942, subject, Use of CGamp Grayling Military Reservatien.
?aracrraph ©, Specisl Orders No. 194, Headquerters Fert Custer, Hichigan,
Jaly 17, 1042. S

S5« HMarchkes

2. Tolego, Ohio - May 30, 1942
(1) Purpose: Eattallon participation in Memorial Day Exerm.ses
and Parade. (Auth: Verbal Ordexy Commending Officer, .
Secend Army Troops, Fort Custer, Wichigan. Merch Crders
No. 4‘*“*Eea€rcuarters, 795tk lan}s: Destroyer ﬁattahan, F@I"b
Custer, I ’%éilchlgan, Mey 28, 1942. S
(2) Length of Merch: =238 m}.les (botal) ‘”l-;if;‘
(3) Points between which marched, with dates: o NN
From Fort Uuster, Mich. - 0700 Moy 30, 1942 (Departure)
Te Toledo, Chie - 1046 May 30, 1942 (Arrivel)
From Toledo, Bhie 1540 May 30, 1942 (Deperture)
Te Fort vaster, Mich. - 1945 HMay 30, 1942 (Arrival)
. - (4) BRo2d condition: excellent : .
Feather: clear, warm.

b. Canp- ,Caraylmg, Hichigan - July .20 ané 29, 19%2 j
(l) Purpose: Battalion tactical 'bralm_ng end field exercises
et vamp Grayling, Michigen
(futhority: Verbal Orders, Vommanding General, Second Army.
1st Indorsement, Headquarters, Fifth Detacmment s Special
Troops, Second Army, Fort Uuster, Michigan, 10 July 194%, to
letter, Headquarters 795th Tenk Destroyer .Battelion, Jwe 29,
1042, subject, Use of Vamp Grayling Military Reservaticn.
Paragraph 5, Specizl Orders No. 194, Headguarters Fort bubter,
¥ichigan, .mly 17, 1942.)
(2) Length of HMarch: &56 miles (te«ta.L)
(3) Points between which marched, with dates: :
From Fort Custer, Eichigan - 0600 July 20, 1942 (departure)
Te Usmp Grayling, Michigan - 1525 July 20, 1942 (arrivel)
From Uamp Urayling, Mich. - 0800 July 29, 1942 (departure)
‘ ' To Fort Uuster, Michigan - 1725 suly 29, 1942 (arrival)
- . {4) Road comdition: excellent threughaut
i%’ea‘the:r* en route — clear, mild; reburn — va:c:!.a’bly overcast
and clear

6. The organization has had no campaign experience.
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7. GLost of Arms

The following blazenry zmd description of the cost of arms of the

795th Tank Destroyer batbalion was approved by letter AG 4¥1.7,

795th Tank Destroyer Battalion (6422—42) LO, The Adjutant Cener :1%s
Cffice, June 22, 1942, (Reference: Letter, O0ffice of the Guarter-
master General, Washington, SPGHD 424 795th Tank Destroyer ba.,
December 3, 1942, subject, Uoat of Arms, 795th Tank Degtroyer Battalion,
Vamp Coster, Michigan.

BLAZONEY

Shield: Vert, a rhlnoceros passant argent, armed or,
1ncenseé proper.

Crests None.

Mottes  Bes Mortis Delemus (Tanks, We Destroy)

DESCEIPTION

- The 795th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Heavy (SF), was
constituted pursuant to instructions contained in let-
ter from the War Department, AG 320.2 (11-~17-41), dated
% December, 1941, the Battalion being made active at
Fort Uuster, ¥ichigan, 16 December, 1941. It has no
other history and is enmbitled to no babtle honors.

The shield is green and white, the colers of the Armored
Forces. The infuristed charging rhincceres is symbolicsel
of great ferecity when arcused and, in defense of itself
or its fellows, will fight at all odds. The armored
enimel embodies the charscteristics and objectives of the
organization, that of destroying tenks, in that it is the
most difficult of all aniwels to stop after charging.
The golden horn is representative of its supreme plercing
gaalities. :

—5=




" Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

SUBPLENENT

History of the 795th Tank Destroyer Battalion
Fort Custer, HMichigen

December 31, 1942 - Februsry 28, 1943

1. Orgenizabticnal Changes

a. T ermz_zaatg_on ef heglaeement Pool Status

The status of the crrgamzatlon 28 an Adjutant General’s Tank Destroyer
Enlisted. Heplacement Pool ended as of midnight, Jammery 31, 1943.
(&uthority: Telegram, The Adjubtant Ueneral, War Degartment » Washingten,
February 1, 1943.) :

b. Change in Headouarters Assignment

The battalion was assigped to Second Army effective February 15, 19%3

 per Letter, Army Ground Forces dated February 1 s 1945, being released
 thereby from teneral Headguarters Heserve, Army.Ground Ferces. ‘

(futhority: Letter, Headquarters Second Army, AG 322-12 (GNMBF),
Februsry 15, 1943, subgect Stetus of Units (ﬁel‘lal No. Z,.08).
Previous attachmenb to Headguarters XI Corps Was continmed.

2+ Btrensth Dats

Strength as of DecemberBl, 1942
Officers — 80
'Enlisted - 811

Strength as of Jamuary 31, *9¥15
Officers - 61
Net increasse over ﬂecember 31, 1942 - 1

Pniisted - 1056
Net increase over December 31, 1942 - 225

Strength as of February 28, 1943
Officers - B3
Net mcrease over Janusry 31, lgéé

Enlicted — 861 ‘
Het decrease from Janmary 31, 1943 - 175




