




Bade i n F e b r u a r y 1893 the Signal a n d Telegraph Corps o f the 3rd Brigade was organized i n A l b a n y , 
N e w - Y o r k . D u r i n g January 1902. th is corps was redesignated Troop " B " , 3rd Squadron , i s t N e w Y o r k Cava l ry . 
Between 1902 a n d 1911 T r o o p " B " was jo ined b y Troop " C " o f Ut ica and Troop " D " o f Syracuse. T o d a y 
these troops are respectively Companies " B " , " A " a n d " C " o f this b a t t a l i o n . 

I n 191^ the i s t N e w Y o r k Cava l ry was o r d e r e d to the M e x i c a n border a n d stat ioned at M c A l l e n , Texas, 
where i t served f o r about n ine months . I n October 1917 the reg iment was t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o the 104th, 105th 
and ioi5th M a c h i n e G u n Battal ions o f the 27th D i v i s i o n o f W o r l d W a r I fame, ^ i t h this d iv is ion, these units 
served n o b l y i n France a n d Belg ium, part ic ipat ing i n the Flanders, Ypres-Lys a n d Somme Offensive campaigns. 
A f t e r r e t u r n i n g t o the United-States i n 1919 the d iv is ion was demobi l i zed . S h o r t l y thereafter the rst N e w Y o r k 
C a v a l r y was reconst i tuted as the i z i s t Cava l ry , N e w Y o r k N a t i o n a l G u a r d . I h e usual peacetime r o u t i n e o f a 
N a t i o n a l G u a r d u n i t was f o l l o w e d u n t i l O c t o b e r 1940, w h e n the regiment was b r o k e n up a n d I r o o p s " A " 
o f Ut ica , " B " o f A l b a n y a n d " K " o f Syracuse, plus a Headquarters , Headquarters C o m p a n y a n d M e d i c a l Detach­
m e n t f r o m A l b a n y were organized i n t o the 10 ist A n t i - T a n k B a t t a l i o n under the c o m m a n d o f L t . C o l . Reginald 
H . W o o d . This ba t ta l ion was federal ized and i n d u c t e d b y order o f the President o f the U n i t e d States 6 January r 941 

A t F o r t Benning, Georgia, the b a t t a l i o n learned its a n t i - t a n k tactics under the tutelage o f the 94tK 
A n t i - T a n k Bat ta l ion (now the 894th Tank Destroyer Bat ta l ion) . I n June 1941 the b a t t a l i o n was ordered t o the 
Louisiana M a n e u v e r s w i t h the 74th and the 94th A n t i - T a n k Battal ions. W h i l e there , these three units were 
placed under the c o m m a n d o f the i s t Provis ional A n t i - T a n k G r o u p , under which t h e y operated t h r o u g h o u t 
these a n d the subsequent C a r o l i n a Maneuvers . Late i n N o v e m b e r the group was disbanded a n d the units 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r or ig inal stations. 

O n 15 December 1941 the b a t t a l i o n was redesignated the 801st Tank Destroyer Bat ta l ion ( H e a v y ) ; 
one o f the or ig ina l t a n k destroyer batta l ions f o r m e d . O n the same day M a j o r Ra lph A . G la t t , the B a t t a l i o n 
Executive officer t o o k c o m m a n d o f the ba t ta l ion . I n February he left a n d c o m m a n d was t a k e n over b y M a j o r 
H a r r y C. Larter , Jr. A f t e r a change o f s tat ion t o C a m p Sut ton , N o r t h Carol ina , i n M a r c h , the b a t t a l i o n was 
equipped w i t h the new destroyer ( 7 5 - m m gun m o u n t e d o n the ha l f - t rack) . D u r i n g the f a l l o f 1942, the bat ta l ion 
par t ic ipated i n the C a r o l i n a Maneuvers under the i s t Provis ional T a n k Des t royer G r o u p . Fo l lowing these 
maneuvers, the b a t t a l i o n m o v e d t o C a m p H o o d , Texas, f o r advance u n i t t r a i n i n g . I n O c t o b e r 1942 M a j o r 
E l m e r B. H o r s f a l l , the Bat ta l ion Execut ive Officer, assumed c o m m a n d . U p o n c o m p l e t i o n o f advance u n i t 
t r a i n i n g , the b a t t a l i o n was assigned to the T a n k Destroyer T r a i n i n g Brigade as school, t roops , i n which capacity 
i t f u n c t i o n e d f o r a lmost a year. D u r i n g this p e r i o d i t assisted i n the deve lopment o f the rocket launcher, the 
3 - i n d i gun, b o t h t o w e d a n d se l f -propel led , the M - i o a n d M - 1 8 destroyers a n d the M - 8 a r m o r e d car. I t also 
had a h a n d i n the prepara t ion o f numerous t ra in ing films. A l l this was i n a d d i t i o n t o the regular t ra in ing and 
demonstrat ions f o r the T a n k Des t royer School. F u r t h e r m o r e , over 200 m e n were sent t o officer candidate schools. 

O n 15 February 1944 the b a t t a l i o n entra ined at C a m p H o o d f o r the Boston Port o f E m b a r k a t i o n , f r o m 
whiclr i t sailed 28 F e b r u a r y o n H . M . S. " B r i t a n n i c " , l anding at L i v e r p o o l , England, o n 11 M a r c h 1944. F r o m 
there i t was m o v e d t o southern England and attached t o the V I I Corps , w h i c h s h o r t l y thereafter f u r t h e r attaclied 
i t t o the 4th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , necessitating a move t o Chudle igh . H e r e the b a t t a l i o n u n d e r w e n t a p e r i o d o f 
intensive t r a i n i n g i n one o f the secondary roles o f t a n k destroyer units , ind i rec t a r t i l l e r y fire. O n c o m p l e t i o n o f 
this , i t t o o k p a r t i n the inva i o n maneuvers. 

T h e 4th D i v i s i o n spearheaded the attac o n " U t a h Beach" (near Ste. M e r e EgUse, N o r m a n d y ) 6 June 1944. 
Seven days later the 8oiSt j o i n e d i t o n the cont inent a n d part ic ipated i n the l i b e r a t i o n o f M o n t e b o u r g , Valognes 
a n d Cherbourg . C o m p a n y " A " was attached t o the task force under the c o m m a n d o f Brig. Genl . Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., w i t h the miss ion o f tak ing the c i ty o f C h e r b o u r g , w h i l e Companies " B " a n d " C " were assigned 
the ta^k o f knodcing o u t the three for t s guarding the p o r t i Forts C e n t r a l , D e L'Ouest a n d D e L'Est. A f t e r 
the l i b e r a t i o n o f Cherbourg , the d iv is ion t u r n e d south t h r o u g h Carentan . D u r i n g the first abort ive efforts to 
take Periers, the guns o f " C " C o m p a n y p u t the first a r t i l l e r y fire o n the t o w n a n d " A " C o m p a n y knocked 
o u t its first G e r m a n tank , a M a r k I V . The d iv is ion was t h e n rel ieved f r o m this mission a n d ordered to take 
up pos i t ion n o r t h o f the Per iet—St. L o Road i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the B r e a k t h r o u g h which was launched o n 25 July. 
T h e div is ion fought its w a y southward t h r o u g h Villedieu-les-Poeles t o Fougeres. This operat ion was characterized 
b y the overcoming o f f a i r l y s t u b b o r n enemy resistance b y day, f o l l o w e d b y long blackout marclres as the 
e n e m y w i l l t o resist seemed t o collapse w i t h n ight fa l l . I n the v i c i n i t y o f St. Pois the advance was i n t e r r u p t e d 
f o r about five days as the d iv is ion j o i n e d i n d isrupt ing the G e r m a n a t t e m p t t o spl i t the A m e r i c a n forces b y 
breaking t h r o u g h t o Avranches. 



A t Fougeres the division, t u r n e d east t o Carrouges where i t assenabled w h i l e the Falaise Pocket was 

closed and l i q u i d a t e d . O n 23 A u g u s t the advance o n Paris was again t a k a n up. T h e outskir ts o f the c i ty were 

readted o n the 25th a n d contact w i t h the enemy regained. O n the 27th the d iv i s ion assembled i n the Bois de 

Vincennes w h i l e the Parisians w e n t m a d w i t h j o y at the l i b e r a t i o n o f t h e i r c i ty . T h e n e x t day the d iv i s ion was off 

again, resuming the advance o n G e r m a n y . A t Wassigny a section o f " C " C o m p a n y passed a w i l d b u t prof i table 

n i g h t at a roadblock. D u r i n g the hours o f darkness i t l i q u i d a t e d a personnel carrier , t w o staff sedans a n d one 

se l f -prope l led d u a l 2 0 - m m gun, k i l l i n g t w e n t y , w o u n d i n g t w o a n d captur ing twelve o f the enemy, at the pr ice 

o f the superficial w o u n d i n g o f b u t one m e m b e r o f the section. O n 8 September " A " C o m p a n y crossed the Belgian 

border a n d five days later " B " C o m p a n y entered G e r m a n y . 

A t the Siegfried L ine the advance was ha l ted t o give supplies a diance t o catch up. Defensive positions 
were assumed, w i t h occasional dianges i n sectors, u n t i l late i n N o v e m b e r , w h e n the d iv i s ion m o v e d i n t o the H u r t g e n 
Forest t o l e n d a h a n d i n the b i t t e r struggle there . D u r i n g this o p e r a t i o n the long a n d pleasant association 
o f the b a t t a l i o n w i t h the 4th D i v i s i o n was t e r m i n a t e d a n d the b a t t a l i o n was t rans ferred t o the 99th I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n at Butgenbach, Belgium. The b a t t a l i o n occupied positions i n the H o n s f e l d - B u l i n g e n - K r i n k e l t area and 
was m a n n i n g t h e m o n 16 December w h e n v o n Rundstedt launched his f rant ic a n d desperate counterattack. 
D u r i n g the f o l l o w i n g days the 801st " f o u g h t l ike c r a r y m e n " (according t o Stars 8c Stripes) a n d was credited 
w i t h the destruct ion o f t w e n t y enemy tanks a n d se l fpropel led guns. So far as is k n o w n , the first w o r d o f 
the counter offensive reached the d iv is ion t h r o u g h Sgt. James Gallagher w h o h a d a reconnaissance section i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f H o n s f e l d . W e l l before daybreak he h a d heard the r u m b l e o f a p p r o a d i i n g tanks a n d h a d gone 
f o r w a r d t o investigate. The tanks proved t o be G e r m a n a n d he was captured b u t i n the d a r k he succeeded 
i n escaping a n d brought back the s t o r y . 

I n the reorganizat ion whida f o l l o w e d the stabi l izat ion o f the lines i n the sector o f the V Corps , the 
b a t t a l i o n was spl i t up w i t h " A " C o m p a n y attached to the 9th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n assuming positions covering 
the approad\es t o H o f e n , " B " C o m p a n y attad^ed t o the 2nd I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n going tnto pos i t ion i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f Berg a n d " C " C o m p a n y attached t o the 99th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n covering the approadres t o E l senborn . 
A l l guns were s i ted w e l l f o r w a r d , some even i n f r o n t o f the i n f a n t r y , a n d a lmost a l l under d i rect e n e m y 
observat ion. D u r i n g this p e r i o d , c o m m a n d o f the b a t t a l i o n was assumed b y M a j o r Rober t L McKesson. 

E a r l y i n F e b r u a r y t h e b a t t a l i o n was t rans ferred f r o m First U . S. A r m y t o N i n t h U . S. A r m y , attad^ed 
t o the 2nd T a n k Destroyer G r o u p o f the X I X Corps a n d m o v e d i n t o a n assembly area at Sors, just n o r t h 
o f A a d i e n , G e r m a n y , w h e r e i t r e m a i n e d f o r about t w o weeks, protect ing the corps c o m m a n d post, l ay ing 
plans f o r the crossing o f the Roer River a n d doing intensive t r a i n i n g i n methods o f counteract ing G e r m a n 
m i n i n g operat ions. T o w a r d s the end o f the m o n t h , the b a t t a l i o n m o v e d up t o the v i c i n i t y o f A l d e n h o v e n , 
w h e r e a n advance f i re c o n t r o l center was established. T h e companies dug i n t h e i r f i re d i r e c t i o n centers a n d 
t h e i r gun positiorxs i n the v i c i n i t y . A t 0245 hours 23 February , the b a t t a l i o n j o i n e d i n the crescendo o f 
t h e art tUery prepara t ion f o r the r i v e r crossing. I t fired some 3000 rounds t n t h e n e x t f o u r a n d a h a l f 
hours , thereby setting a record f o r sustained t a n k destroyer fire. A couple o f days later the 
b a t t a l i o n was attached t o the 30th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n a n d f o l l o w e d i t across the r iver . The n e x t day the 
b a t t a l i o n was a t tadred t o the 113th Cava l ry G r o u p w i t h the mission o f covering the r i g t h (south) flank o f 
the corps. T h i s miss ion was c o n t i n u e d u n t i l the Rhine River was readied , w h e n the group was given a sector 
o f the r i v e r f r o n t about t e n miles south o f Dusseldorf . H e r e the b a t t a l i o n weis given the d u a l ro le o f digging-
i n d i rect fire positions o n the west bank t o fire o n any act iv i ty o n the r i ver o r the opposite shore a n d o f 
support ing the group w i t h ind i rec t fire. A f e w days later w o r d was received t h a t the b a t t a l i o n was to 
prepare i tse l f f o r conversion f r o m a t o w e d t o a se l f -propel led u n i t t o be equ ipped w i t h M - 1 8 t a n k de i t royers . 
A c c o r d i n g l y a prov is iona l reconnaissance company was f o r m e d b y b o r r o w i n g the personnel a n d e q u i p m e n t f r o m 
other companies. Two M - i 8 ' s were received a n d a n intensive t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m ins t i tuted . H a r d l y h a d this 
been started t h a n the new Reconnaissance C o m p a n y was given the miss ion o f p a t r o l l i n g a p a r t o f the sector, 
so t h a t i t h a d t o l e a r n b y doing. A l l o f tKese missions were successfully accomplished b y the bat ta l ion . 

O n 29 M a r c h the 8oist crossed the Rhine near Wessel w i t h the group a n d was given the miss ion o f 
protect ing the l e f t ( n o r t h ) f l a n k o f the corps as i t swept past the i n d u s t r i a l R u h r section a n d o n t o the Elbe 
River , O n reaching Oer l inghausen the b a t t a l i o n was d e t a A e d f r o m the group, attached t o the 83rd I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n a n d given the miss ion o f protect ing its r i g h t (south) f l a n k as i t raced across the Weser a n d Leine R i ­
vers towards its goal. A f t e r crossing the Weser, C o m p a n y " C " was a t tadted t o the 125th C a v a l r y S q u a d r o n 



and sent wi tK it to tKe 3otK I n f a n t t y D i v i s i o n o n tae le f t ( n o r t h ) f l a n k o f the Corps . W h e n the H a r z M o u n t a i n s 
were reached the bat ta l ion (minus " C " C o m p a n y ) was f u r t h e r attached b y the 83rd D i v i s i o n t o its 330th I n f a n t r y 
w i t h the mission o f clearing o u t t h a t p a r t o f the mounta ins i n the corps zone o f advance a n d o f m a i n t a i n ­
ing contact w i t h the V I I Corps coming up o n the r ight . A l t h o u g h enemy resistance t h r o u g h o u t this p e r i o d was 
comparat ive ly l ight , the p r o b l e m was considerably compl ica ted b y the fact t h a t the advance h a d been so r a p i d 
t h a t smal l fanat ica l S. S. groups l u r k e d everywhere t o ambu=h lone vehicles or smal l group?, the civi l ians i n 
the area were r a b i d l y N a z i and h a d h a r d l y f e l t the chastening effect o f war a n d because the area was f i l l e d 
w i t h displaced persons and f reed prisoners-of-War o f a l l nat ional i t ies w h o had t o be protec ted f r o m the c iv i l 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d the S. S. a n d w h o m the Germans h a d t o be forced t o feed. N o t the least p r o b l e m was the 
vast numbers o f prisoners t a k e n . 

O n 20 A p r i l the 8 0 i s t was detadxed f r o m the X I X Corps a n d o r d e r e d t o assemble i n the v i c i n i t y 
of I m m e n r o d e for the long-awaited conversion, w h i c h was t o be accomplished b y the z j t h i n order t h a t the 
b a t t a l i o n m i g h t leave o n t h a t date t o j o i n the 13th A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n o f the X X Corps , T h i r d U . S . A r m y . 
Th i s was done a n d the b a t t a l i o n j o i n e d the d iv i s ion o n the evening o f the 27th, after a march o f over 300 
miles i n t w o days. The n e x t n ight the d iv is ion set o u t t o cross the D a n u b e , the Isar a n d the I n n Rivers a n d 
effect a j u n c t i o n w i t h the Russians advancing f r o m Vienna. I n this operat ion the b a t t a l i o n was again spl i t up . 
A reconnaissance p l a t o o n was attached t o each gun c o m p a n y a n d " A " C o m p a n y was attach.ed t o C o m b a t C o m ­
m a n d " A " , " B " C o m p a n y t o C o m b a t C o m m a n d " B " a n d the r e m a i n d e r o f the b a t t a l i o n t o C o m b a t C o m ­
m a n d "R" . Eada combat c o m m a n d was given a di f ferent route a n d the race was o n . A g a i n enemy resistance 
was v e r y weak a n d disorganized except at the r ivers where a l l bridges were systematical ly b l o w n , so t h a t advance 
consisted o f a race f r o m r i v e r t o r iver , w i t h a pause at each r i ver w h i l e bridges were constructed. B y the 
t i m e t h e I n n River was read ied the supply lines h a d become so long a n d the supply o f gasoline so short t h a t 
i t was decided t o h a l t the 13th A r m o r e d at t h a t p o i n t a n d use the l i m i t e d supply o f f u e l t o rush the three 
i n f a n t r y divisions o f the corps eastward. M a y 8th, the day o n w h i c h the armistice w e n t i n t o effect, saw the 
units o f the b a t t a l i o n s t i l l poised o n the n o r t h b a n k o f the I n n awai t ing f u r t h e r orders. 

I t w o u l d be nice i f a g lowing l ist o f the enemy e q u i p m e n t a n d personnel accounted f o r b y the bat­
t a l i o n could n o w be c o m p i l e d a n d appended hereto. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n the heat o f combat the co l lect ion o f 
accurate statistics is a lmost impossible. " D o n ' t y o u k n o w we're f ight ing a war"? 

However , t o the three streamers c u r r e n t l y bedecking the bat ta l ion standard, m a y n o w be added 
f ive m o r e f o r the f o l l o w i n g campaigns o f W o r l d W a r Us N o r m a n d y , 6 June to 24 Ju ly 1944; N o r t h e r n France, 
2-5 July t o 14 September 1944? Rh ine land , 15 September 1944 t o 21 M a r c h 1945; A r d e n n e s , 16 December 
1944 t o 25 January i945i C e n t r a l Europe, 22 M a r c h t o about 9 M a y 1945 ( f i n a l date as yet u n a n n o u n c e d . ) 

T h e b a t t a l i o n crest consists o f H e n d r i c k Hudson's ship, the " H a l f - M o o n , " o n a w r e a t h o f b lue a n d 
gold, as the author ized crest f o r a l l N e w Y o r k N a t i o n a l G u a r d Uni t s . O n e - q u a r t e r o f the shie ld is t h a t o f 
the I 2 i t h C a v a l r y Regiment, the parent organizat ion. The shield o f gold signifies C a v a l r y or ig in ; the wavy, 
chevron o f i n f a n t r y b lue represents the Rio Grande, f o r M e x i c a n Border service; the w h i t e star stands f o r the 
State o f Texas where the u n i t was stat ioned at that t ime . The f leur-de- l i s represents service i n France, w h i l e the 
black l i o n r a m p a r t signifies service i n Be lg ium. The remain ing three quarters o f the shield is open t o our new 
bat t le b lazonry . 

The b a t t a l i o n m o t t o : " A l w a y s U p " originates f r o m the ear ly a n t i - t a n k days, w h e n the loader called 
" U p " t o i n f o r m the gunner t h a t t h e piece was ready t o fire. A n e w meaning has been given this m o t t o b y 
the positions occupied b y the guns o f the b a t t a l i o n d u r i n g v o n Rundstedt 's counter-offensive i n the A r d e n n e s . 
I n some cases t h e y were up i n f r o n t of the f o r w a r d i n f a n t r y positions. 

There are, o f course, i n n u m e r a b l e incidents, comic a n d tragic, which have never been recorded b u t are 
o n l y i n tlie hearts a n d minds o f the members o f this organizat ion. I t is h o p e d t h a t the foregoing synopsis 
w i l l reca l l these to y o u a n d t o serve t o r e m i n d y o u t h a t y o u are a m e m b e r o f a b a t t a l i o n w i t h a n honorab le 
h i s tory . 
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