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sctbion Against Enemy, Reports Aftersafter Action Report,
Headguarters, 8024 Tenk Destroyer Bn.

Period == 1 = 31 March 1945,

Orizinas unit: 802d Tank Destroyer Battaiion (Towed). This Battalion re-
desimnated and reorgenized under T/0 18-25, 15 March 1944, per Section I,
30 57, leadquarters, Ninth U. S, Amy, dated 28 February 1945, Reorggni-
zation snd rodesignation effective as of 1 March 1945,

Chanqes in orcanization: 1,36 Tank Destroyers substituted for X5 3" towed
cun,

Strength:

a. 1 liurch 1545 == 33 officers, ¢ warrant officers, 681 enlisted men.

De 31 Yareh 1046 == 37 officers, 2 warrant officers, 624 eniisted men.

ce Mot change: =- 4 officcrs gained, 57 enlisted men iost.

Station: (See narrative recrort)

torches: (See narrative report)

Canvaizns: (Operations for perioed 1 Karch 1945 to 3. March 1945)

Battles: (Mot ciassified)

Commanding Cfficers:

8. - Battalion Commander = Lt Col John I, Momtgomery, Jr, 0-20754
lleadquarters Company = Captuin Cheries G. Wagner, 0-1168123
Reconnaissunce Company - ist Lt Danies C. Moomey, 0=-L822603
Cowptny "A" - Captaia Jean Me Varda, 0-4.13637
Coupany "B" - Captaiu William R, Kessier, 0-410053
Company "C" - Cortain James J. Boyle, 0-1821967
Yedical Detachme.t - Captain Samuel ¥. Posnock, 0-492568

b. 1st Lt Daniel C. llooney assumed commend of Keconnaissance Company per
naragraph 1, SC 35, Yeadquarters, COZd Tank Destroyer Battatiion, dated
5 Mereh 1545, ns of 1 March 1945.

Losses in action: (Battle casualties)

a. Cfficers: None,

be BEniisted llen:

Private Joseph MNNI Terzberg, 42137343, Rem Co, KIA, on 3 March 1945,

Frivate ’erbert L. Isaac, 12232415, Ren Co, LifA, on 3 Larch 1945,
Cerrerat Zlesta Tonaker, 33213932, Co C, LWA, on 9 March 1945
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10e Arards: Sergeant .Byse I, Sryder, 32047369, Cowpany i, awarded the Croix de
Guerre on 5 March 1945, per Decision Ko. 332, dated 25 January 1545, Le General
de Gaulle President du GPRF.
Teo 6 James D. Demarest, 20254242, Medical Detachment, avarded the
Crcix de Uuerre on 5 March 1945, per Decision Ho. 332, dated 25 January 1945,
le Generea: de Gaulle President du GPRF.

1l. Photographs: Yone,
STUILARY:
oe The Battaiion attached te the 95th Infantry Division, Ninth U. S. irmy,
proceeded fron Beigium to Germany to comtinue operations commencing on the Roer
River extending to the Rhine River and subsequently to the Ruhr industrial centers.

From L March to 5 kKarch 1945, Company 4 and Comrany C, plus the ist Reconn-
aissanco Piatoon, were attached to the 377, 378, and 379 infantry regiments and
participated actively in close support of the regiments in operations terminating
at the Rhine River. Duriag this peried the companies concerned delivered diract
fire on numerous targets on the east side of the Rhine River (see narrative report).
At this time Company A was equipped with 36, 90mm tank destroyers and Company C
was equipped with 3" towed guns.

On 6 larch 1945, Company D, attached to the 920th Fieid Aptillery Battalion
and the 358th Field Artillery Battalion were ongaged in conducting interdiction and
ha.rrassmg fire across the Rhine River.

On 21 karch 1645, Company C in support of the 379th Infantry Regimenmt, pro-
ceeded to lleuss, Germany where direct fire positions were prepared during the hours
of darknesse. ,

On 27 Y¥arch 1945, Coupany A plus the Sscond Piatoon of Reconnaissance Company,
proceoded to an assembly area in Munchen-Giadbach, Germany for attachment to the
377th Infantry Regiment (CT7). The company crossed the Rhine River at 0730 on
28 March 1945 and conmtinued operations in the drive on the east side of the Rhine.
The first ard third piatoons of Reconmaissance Compary and Headquarters Company re-
mained in assembiy areas.

During the entire month the battalion was in the process of reorganizing from
tanxk destroyer, towed 3" guns to seif-propelled M36 90mm destroyers. Training in
mechanical operations and tacticai employment of the destroyers was conducted by

all companies while in assembly areas when not on & tactical mission. In conjumetion

a programme of maintenance and rehabilitation was also pursued. By the end of the
month the battalion was fully equipped with destroyers and accessories.

b, Combat efficiency - Morase--excellent.

¢s Enemy materiai dostroyed =-- 4 o0il teanks, 6 railroad oil tanks, 4 river
. barges, 2 boat houses, 6 machine gun nests, i block house, 5 obgervation
rosts, and 2 Light vehicles.

d. Recommendations: XNone,

12, Battlefield ippointments: Staff Sergeant John P. Gilday, 20264682, Gompany
C, and Staff Sergeanmt Williem K. Wood, 33378388, Reconnalssance Com-
pany, were &ppointed 2d Lieutenants, AUS, per paragraph i, Special
Orders 74, Headquartersg, MNinth U, §, Army, dated 15 HBarch 1945,
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