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Ac~;ion .A.6~inst EZler:ty. Reports Arter/Arter Action Report, 
Headquarters. 802d Tank Destroyer Bn.. 

Period J. - 31 March J.9 45 • 

1. 	 OrisinaJ. unit: 802d Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed). This Battalion re­
desi,;:;nated and reor~ized under T/O J.8-25. J.5 March .1944, per Section I, 
GO ;1~7t :~eadquarters, Ninth U. S. ilrmy. dated 28 February J.945. Reor[1'-ni­
zatio;] r.nd rode sign.ation e ffectiva as of J. March .1945. 

2. 	 Cha:n:..,"Cs in or~;anization: M}56 TanK Destroyers substituted for ld"5 3" to·wed 
[,"l.m. 

:3. Strenr;th: 

a.. 1 k:.lrch 1945 - 33 officers, 2 warrant officers, 681 enlisted men. 

37 officers, 2 vJarrant officers, 624 enlisted. men. 

c. 	 Hot C!1.a.'1 ge : 4 officers gained, 57 eAlisted men lost. 

4. 	 S'~~tiO!~: (See narrative report) 

5. 	 !'~Q.rcl;es: (See narrati ya report) 

6. 	 Co.:T.pai::;ns: (Operations for period 1 March J.945 to 3.1 lIlaroh .1945) 

7. 	 Battles: (:Not cJ.assified) 

s. 	 Commanding Officers: 
,,~. 

a ... Eattalion Commander - Lt Col John IT. Monte;omery, Jr. 0-20754 

:Ieadquarters Company - Captain CharJ.es G. Wagner, 0-1l681~3 

Reconnaiss~ce Company - J.st Dt DanieJ. C. Mooaey, 0-1822603 

CCIl1p::.n:r "A" - Cap'tai,ij, denn M. Varda, 0-4J.3637 

CO!:l.pnny nB" - Captn.i.uNillitlln R. Kessler, 0-410053 

CC!r.pan:: IIC tt - CD.z:-tain Jarr.es J. B0yle, O-l821967 

~:edica1 Deb.chme....t - Cuptlln S::unuel M. PosnociC, 0-492568 


b. 	 1st Lt DW1ie.L C. !.~oney asst.lM8d cO...."'1e.nd of Reoonnaissance Company per 
~a.l·agn.ph i, S::; 35, ::eadquarters, 802d Tank Destroyer ~ttalion, dated 
:3 :;:~'.rch 19~..5, ~'.S of .1 1~a.rch .1945. 

9. 	 Lo~scs in action: (Battle casualties) 

0.. 	 Cfficers: none. 

~. 	 Eniisted t!en: 
Pri \'ute Josel,h ~na Eerzber(;, 42137343, Ran Co. KIA, on :3 March 1945. 
Fri vate ;:erbert L. Isaac, .1.2232419. Rcn Co, lJiiA, on 3 March 1945. 
Ccr:,cr::::'l 3;1e sta Eonaker, 33213932, Co C. lJIiA, on 9 March 1945 
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LO. 	 ..:';:.;:u-ds: Sergeant '·~J.ste E. Snyder I 32047369, Company ~~ a:V:8.rdod the Croix de 
GLtcr 1'e on 5 }la.rch 1945. per Docisio!l No. 332 • da.ted 25 Ja.'"!uary .1.S '8, La General 
de ~ulle President du GPRF. 

Teo 	5 Ja,'nes D. Demarest, 20254242, Medical Detachlnent, s;:rarded the, 
Croix de :"'ueri:e on 5 1/:t!.rch 194-5, per Jocision No. 332. dated 25 January .L945, 
i.e Gener1:a de Gaulle President du GPRF. 

11. 	 Pr_otographs: None. 


Sl:lD:.AR Y: 

a. The BattaJ.ion attaohed to the 95th Infantry Division, N:inth 1j. S. Army, 

proceeded fron Beu.gium to Germany to continue operations cOTl1!nencing; on the Roer 
River extending to the Rhine Ri-ver and subsequently to the Ruhr industrial oenters. 

Fro~ 1 1f.a:rch to 5 March 1.945, Company A and Com~any C, r1us the' J.st Reconn­
ai Gsanco P.1.atoon, •• ere attached to the 377, 378, and 379 infantry rogments and 
participated aotive1y in close support of the regiments in operations terminating 
at the Rhine Riwr. Duri116 this period the oompanies concerned delivered direct 
!'ira on numerous tar~ts on the east sidf;' of the Rhine River (see llarrative report). 
At this time Company A was equipped with M3o, 90J11n tank destroyers and Company C 
was equipped with 3ft towed gu.'"1s. 

On 6 Iw'ch .L945~ Company D, attached to the 920th Fi~J.d Artillery Battalion 
nnd the 358th Field Artiller~r Battalion were engaged in conducting interdiction and 

• harrassing fire aoross the Rhine River • 
On 21 March 1945, Company C in support of' the 379th In£antry Re~ent, pro­

ceeded to neuss, Germany where direct fire positions were prepared during the hours 
of darkness. , 

On 27 1arch .1.945, Company A plus the Second PJ.atoon of Reconnaissance Company, 
proceoded to an assembly area in Munchen-Gladbach, Germany for attaohnerrt to the 
377th Infantry Regiment (CT7). The oompany crossed the Rhine River at 0730 on 
28 liiarch .1.9·:15 and continued operations in the drive on the east side of the Rhine. 
The first and third p.1.atoons of Reoonnai ssanoe Company and Headquarter s Company re­
~Ained in assamb.1.y areas. 

Durin~ the entire month the battalion was in t~ process of reorganizing from 
tanK de stroJ'Sr, towed 3lt g\lns to seJ.f-propelled M36 9Omm. destroyers. Training 111 
mechanical opera.tions and tactical. employment of the destroyers was conducted by 
all companies while in assembly areas when not on a taotical mission. In conj~'otion 
a programme of' maintenance and rehabilitat.ion -,oms also pursued. By the end of the 
month the battalion was fully. equipped \dth destroyers and accessories. 

b. 	 Combat efficienoy - Mora~e--excellent. 

c. 	 Enemy materia! dostro~d -- 4 oil tanks, 6 railroad oil tanks, 4 riwr' 
bar~s, 2 boat houses, 6 maohine gun nests • .1. blOck house, 5 observation 
r-osts, and 2 light vehioles. 

d. 	 Reoommendations: None. 

12. 	 Batt.l,efiald .i:"ppointments: Staff Sergeant John P. Gilday, 20254682, Company 
C, 3.11d Staff Sergeant 'Nilli~ y.. Wood, 33378388, Reconnaissance Com­
pany. were appointed 2d Lieutenants, A.US, per paragraph i, Speoial 
Orders 74, Headquc.rters, Ninth U. S. Anny. da.ted .1.5 Jh.rch 1945. 
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