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1 " SECRET 
l~U'uC1~ 

80)1) 'tAB DEoa'l'R0YER ~TT,u.tO)t 
APe 2)0, U. oJ. ;"r1li1il. 

~o. , 

Frca: OlOOOlA,,'9otober, 194.4. 

To ; 3124~" Oot.oMr, 191.4. 


utdt a 803rd T. D. .an. 
Date t ,Rov_ber, 1944. 
'?laHa Ketteni', .el&1.ua. 

{1805290J 

YAPS, 51.02 - .510; - 5104 - 5202 - 5203 and 5.204 - - l;as,OOO. 

I. 	 EN11llt. 
1. 	 l!.ne'V Sit&a.tion at end ot Period • 

.!.l"ront Lin.. - 18747 - ~c:~ - 1950435 - 1970425 - 100042' ­
1015415 - K015"o. '" 

.R. Oetensiv. Or..gan1,a.t101u E n e:Q7 18 ulna bot.h Prepe.l"ti4 con.ret. 
pillboxes And bunkert (thos.of long \lilt-a.bU.heel 31eatri4Kl LiM) aond hut1l7 
prepa.rod dU:I-tn poaltiona. ­

.i' Unit. in Cont&ct I £l.eent.. of 31"4 PI Gren Diy, Uth In! Diy,; 

275th In! Div, &nd l.6t.b ?a £ngt' Bn. In udit.1oa t.b.,.. &,.. wc..U..ileou
\ Mit., inol.u..din& Yortre•• Machine .Jun Bt.t.tal.1an.a, Flleil... l&tUJ.1ou, and 

Engineer outfit... 	 ..' 
d. Artillery; A baa"" cancentftt1OJl':~-ot&rUU.'7 tan1t.a 18 reported, 

located rn ttn. anc1 adjacent. .ect.or to ,the JOrtt!l:' It. 1. lMUtmKl tb&t a 
a1n1awa ot 13 b&ttallonl of &rt1.11e17 aJ'. cppa~ ot t1J."1.q 1At.O tld. 80118. 
Thi. inoludes caUbars tram 7_ u.p to 2101iil· "'-1., &UNI. Uao .ebel~t.1' 
unit.e a1"8 in the vic1n1tT. . 

J. aacorv.. : let 35 Ps, Diy i. b.ll....,ect 1n cloae r..."_. On 14 
October, Coabat Team R1.n& WlU in contact wit.h j)t,b I7iY1e1oA in XU Corps 
•••tor. Thi. is a 1st SS unit.. 31ewsnt.. of 2n4 Ps 01. (304t.h Fa \lren bgt) 
"ere cont.a.ct.ed ln t.h18 ••ct.or, 19 October. In addit.t.on, it 1. re.portec1 t.hAt. 
Cologn. 1s being used hi Ii. reJroLlping Ilnd trainin& oct.ar tor other divis1arus. 

2 • 	 Opont.lema • 
.I. i'~ 1 October t.o 25 uctober, incl., t.hl.. uni\ .....~ect in 

XIX sector. En~ o;:>ere.tiona conaiat.od ot defendina troll p...-arranpd poe­
itions, a.nd l'.ll1ld.ng local countar-u.ttaek8, to reduoo our g&1t18, and t.o t.r,y 
to restore their poaitiona. 

b. (1) Artille17 - The heavieat conoentratiOn of artiUeI7 "ere 
\lsed, th1it. thin unit has been subjected to. ErUJtJ;Y used detcnaive, observed, 
lnterdi ction nne! h;lnj,~3ing tlres. ;..11 calibers were r4!ported, inolud1.ng a. 
hLsh Clcrcent,il:-;e ()f :"1wlu:l ..:..t:d hot-v;;" - l;om - 17ot1l &ltd 21,*. 

http:inolud1.ng
http:l'.ll1ld.ng
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(2) Armor - TanK. and 5P-. were acti.. dunng period, and while 
ftr.ying estimat.es as to the nwaber &ft11able, ran~ fl'Qll 50 to 150, the 
artlOr Was CO!!l!1\itted in group ot tra. two (2) to ten (10). The.e lO!ere used 
1n sup'portin~ intantry in delensiYe poe1tlana, an4 in eOWtter-a.ttackl. Armor 
was also ueed as .obtle art.1Uery. 

() Ail" Aotivit)' - UcS ot alroJ"tJt, 1n sporadio aorties, incr­
....ed durln~ p.ariod. J)O and 1000 pOtInd. bOllbe were clropped, and antl-per­
80111\.1 b<)ebe. ilajoritr ot sortl.. were tlotm atter c.talk, but occasionally 
a 1'&id was mli:\de 1n daylight.. , 

c. from 26 Ootober to end at ptlrtod, it .. ftotelCl that da1ring bours 

01 dancn.s, Robot bombs treqaent17 pasaeel cmtr this &rea, trom apparentl¥ 

kat to West. 


,.. 1tiscallan_OIla • 

.I. Ttd., unit was used in support ot lntantr,y, _ri.n1!per1od, lxtt 


reponed 64 en81D7 ldUed and, 70 PII'. taken_ 

b. Moralez Most W'llta esu,cunt.red had ~_ retonaed., and ha.d beem 

prmouelv badly mau.led, hence 8Ol"&le .s not. to hlah. wo, -.nJ Npl.ao.. ­
aont. were men disoharged 11'OIIl hoaplt&la, aVer&4:e ac, and pGOtlJ' traiMd 
troop.. However. the .tialu. of tl,.-htlq on Male .oil .eemed to increase 
tM!r will to fight. 

s. Jupply and ~t.llJHleftt.' 8no""ened aapp17 Unea tended to deere..e 
tn. enemies transport ;:>robl., and whe,.. :1lrt,lUerY."ll'dtlon wu ooncemed 
there seemed t.o be no .horta~ • 

.tI- rerr&1n. \}roand t.o our 1aMdi..t.. k.t. 1, btav1l..J wooded a.nd 
bet...n front lines Ilnd Rhine R1.Yft'. Ther. are t.wo (2) _all J"1.vere runn­
tAR North to sputh. The &rft and the It""'_ To t.he .NortbM..t the countl'7 
11 1"01lin~. and ideally Mlit..d to anaoJ'flCl -.nell"!", ...,t tor thosa two (2} 
I.ll rlvera montioned abo.,.. 

It.. MS.' " ~",ba.ble Jmowledp of eNl' slt"at.loru Aa we are now op­
...Un~ on either !';'r.Jl "11, or t.en-itolY oont.roUecl '" {}eruny tor yean,
it 1. no doubt "87 tor the __ to cain a eOlpl.etA. a.auraia picture ot 
~r situation, ihl"('Q4h ..1~. 8.ro.. . 

t • Nathera As wlrlte....pproa.... the weather oont,iftU.. to deter­
10"", iak:lng the ltl'OllnCl Wl8\l1t&ble tor 'lIe ~ &J'IIOr. 'fl.Ud.l1ty 1. tre­
qu.etl¥ absOU,J"e4 by fteaY)" aat.,. 

lu 	 CapabillU_ • 

sweral couraee are ope to the en..,. ­
a. 	 Retl re a.roe. the 1Ud.ne. 
j. 	Launch a spoU1nc att.aok_ 
.£. ContirNe to del.. bit PNa.-.t poa1tion, while preparing further 

deten".. to. the ~8d1ata FA.t. ot the aNve, J! ..... \he ••t prob&ble.In..,,·. reaerve. are to our kst, and he can hold th_ in a.be7&noe to counter­
Ilttack an1 thNIatened brealc-t.brou.gb. 

-2­
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II • 0\'" 3ITUA'1'.! ON • 
1. 	 a. 'ront Ltna. See attached situation "er'lq.


'b. LoOl!lt1~ or 1ro0081 s •• attaohed ut.tl&tlon overlay.

C'. Adjacent. Unitsl . S.'" :...ttaaMci situation oyerlq.

j. Bat-taU.. (1... "A" CMp41V .nd 2n4 plAt.oaa heonna1.8ano. eo.... 

p&n1) at.t&chttd t.o ~h Infantry Dl'fit1oft fJ"Qlll be&1nnina ot period to 252leOOA 
October 1944. "B" Com~an1 09.rated in dirut. aupport. of 119toh lAtan'tJl7 -&1­
.ItIer\t H.nd "C" Ccnpan, 1n direct .upport or 117th Infantry tteg.i.aer&. Bot.h Goa­
paniea fl:tfJin;ned primary miusion Il1ld tar~ot.8 or ~rt.unit.7. P'r<a 1,15)')'" to 
222200A October 19f.4 "ft- e~, was 1n IUPPort. ot botoh 119toh Infarrt.17 iiAlg1­
tAift\t ~nd 11.6th Infantry n1J~.llent. Doth CQlpa.n1.. ,upf,JOJ"ted rupecrt.1ve "51­
..nt.. ill the b,...-t.hroUsb or tbe .31agtr1ect Un.. ·e· COIlP&nJ' obtain.:! .er'f 
good rault. b1 coordinating t.ba t1re plAn of t.he OtaliJiin1 w1t.h t.he tire ot 
t.he Infant". crapaniu 1rft1.1. holding pOft1t.1ona Eaat of S1.~r1eci L1n. aga1n8t 
en.., counter--attacka. Platoon laader acte4 aa forward obaeJ"Yer and b)t tele­
pbone comllltnUaat1on to 81't.11Xe17 t.hrou.ah 1.n.tant17 battalion CoJ". was .ble t.o 
lmock-out one (1) fIn~ tank,- an .u _lao_ant and • 7,.. lJUD. A plan .U 
alto deY_loped to t1" 11hlld.nat1n~ 1!iorta,. .bella at ni,p,t .0 a. to 1.11»&1 n­
at. enuy t.anka and perMnOel at. nt~t in ..... ot aa _.., n1~ att.a•• 
"A" COll~Fl7 and 2nd pl&t.9m of ReoonMie..,... COiIpanT at\.UM to 1.8t Bela1W1 
Brigad. tor 4IftUn pmod. Two (2) plat-:aou an ...andal7l11ueion and en. (1) . 
platoon and f-,ec&nnai••a.noe plAtoon on jlri.-17 &d..81Oft and t.arpts of oppon­
ul'l1t1. One tl) platoon of Coapan)" "BII, 7~71.h T.... ktat.\&l1QD, auppl.__t.tICl 
t1N!1 ot Ifj;\n CompMT and tiN through "An 00IfPU1" r.D.C. HA"~, SO)rd 
T¥\k l)otrOTs" SattaUon 1n1t1at.-d ......1nia. of an '.D.C. 1n ~ "IS" ot 
the 747th TanJc Bat.talion. All air obeer-tatlO1l tor let BelgI.ua Brigade, eo.­
pan;J "S" J 747tb Tank Ba.t.t:&l1oa and tor 01IIIl _nit. ... 4•• b:r NAif COlltlILl't.1. 8O)rd 
t. D. £In. Fr.. 2'2400A to end or period _tt&l.1on (1... NAif OOllap&n1 &ad 2nd 
platoon R.Cl~nna1••an_ ~) ..ttaebed t.. nl Corp•• Unit in \:orpe a.aarve 
under~d1ng Glue A Ol"dnAnce Inapectlon. 

•• CGlabat, .tn••uST of t.ni. unit 1••nU.to. CalNalti.. to, 
period tot.led " tnl1,t.ed un and 11,C ornee" ot w}d.oh t.he a..,o1'it7 .... 
in "I'" COfIlpftn)" and ooruJ1.t.ec! ot a lar~ p8T'GeMa!a of h7 penGDDe1. AbcMt. 
halt ot the trained P .D.C. per.onnel 1n .," o~ .... lost. G.u.i.Ag t.he I&on­
t.h an" additional t1'ld.n1ng 1. un.~ to oorreot; "hi. e1t.uatioa.

!. RD\lLt. ot Op.ratl.,... 
(l) All _n1on acocmpU.hecS. Utd.... attaobed t.o J)t,h Want.17 

DI:Y1.1on advanoed tb1"OG.1b S18ltl"1ed 1.1"e \0 a d.,t.h ot ..., tou.r (4) ..u... 
on an • gl'ft ( 8) aile front. 

(2) !n8I;Y _t..1"1al deetJ"01ed duft.Dg aoatb 1. u t'ollowa a ar1q.­
1, Varic V \an1t. - " 11.* n \aNq -1; Ma"b1Ji. 8WI8 - " Uo:rt.&ftI - 2; &1-. 
Opt. - 19, Pl11~.. - 11, 7,. sIp I\1M - 2 J ... gun - 1 J &tWIT personnel 
killed - 641 Pn..tm.... talce - 70. 

-)­
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III. W.JlNI::j'l'AAl'IV ~. 
L a. Tank Destroyer raplacem.lJllt.a are no longer .tocked at. ropucewent 

battalions-serving CH"';>'. This Wtit has boen 80rved directly by tho.Jl'cl ke­
plao.ent Dopot. ReqUi3tio1l8 r..c;:. e nO'tl ~en COtapletel.)' tilled because of a. 
.oaro1tl of l1l1M." (610) i Cannoneon (5)1.) .and basic. (521). Our present 
authori£ed effective atranir.th is thirty-live OS) ot!l"ro. Two (2) ,iarrant. 
Otfice" and six hundrad$.n'Wl (601) anU,ted JafIll. Our prea«tnt effective 
at.rength is thirty-three (33) olfiaera, one (l) warrc'i.l\t o!fia.r and au hund­
red one (601) enlisted men. Di!ter<lin" in at.rength has been requist..ionec1 • 

.2. ~a.eualtiee • 
. 	 Qfficer. ifell.ated. Mop 

lUlled in Aotion -	 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 9 
rtOtlrldod - - - - --	- - •• - .... - - J - ... - - - - 9 
3ick - - - - - - -	 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 15 
Captured - - -- -	 - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - 0 
~sing - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - ~ 0 ~ - - - - - 0 

.!!. l)risoners captund - - - - - - 70. 
s- Statu.e of 3u.~PJ.T. 

(1) Rations" Two (2) dare reS8rVu. 
l2) A2Wlit.ion - ,.incb - 2 unite of tire. 

37- - ;;. wdta ilt fi,... 
eJ) ·:talJollne - One (l) cia;y. 8U.fJPlT at fift.y (50) ailcs8 per d&y. 

. (~Qluding vehicu.lar tanlc.) 
(4) 	 Diosel Puel - une-halt (l/2) c1Q8 .upp!J at fift.)' (50) 

8i.1.l.ea per dq. (Exalud1n& vehicu.ar tanka) , 

:2. Two (2) itoms ot elU$ II ~u.artermaater supply critical ciurln.5 en­
tire p~riod. namely suits, woricing, HB'!', one-piece &.nd jacketa, cO/nbat I winter. 

IV. 3tJVM.:.rtr. 
l..uon ;':~rld.nv. in direct RUPVJl1:. of inf'mtry the TD platoon leader mu.at 

be hi?'hly a;~·~rfi)asive !Jl'ld alert. It its hi. NSpoflsibillty to coordinate nis 
fire pltln with that of the .infantry, a.rtl118ry and Dlort!lr l)latoan. 1'he l.nt ­
antl7 co~ndor notKis and ,hOl.lld na.ve this CQOfl~ra~j.Qn. _Th~ TD platoon lead.er 
can ,~lve it to :rl.m. If t!"le platoon laader oan ac~gli8h, ~h.e ,toll.o"'{n~ he, ~ 
oonsider hims <tl! I:i,~~hly a~~r"ssi 'Ie anti alert: 

a • ",$t.ablish:;u:mt of 09' s • 
~. Gom:t.unieation 	fr04l Of' t.o infantry. 
£.. :';o~)rd3..r'<li.ion of fir~ i-lt..n 'nth lI1ortF~r 'platoon, i.e., i'1.rr<!fl':;e with 

mort~r phtocn to fire iUu11.inatinc; shell in easo of ni~ht Uink 
att-ack. 

2,- [1.0. fut' 3upportin: urtill~r:l (thure are t() few artillery forward 
~b30rvcr5 ~'Iith the 	i'lfs.ntry). You ~ tr):;.in, in c·,,;'\Ltl.t I triO or 
~orc :)1' ;r'1'lr sel'~unnts tv :~:::~") in flccr.n:)lis'1i.Il6 this tu,SK • 

.!. tour' .;,un pO:litior&s L:lU.1t. be s\.lc:.l so as to brin,: tire on t.he dn~ 
tun/( in .t,r-tmt of the ••L.R. 

-4­
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The above point.a VlOr. uCCl.l1Wl.i.ahed br plat.Qon i_dera of tl'd.. 
batt.lllion lth11. in derenaive poa1t.1orw w1t.b tne :J)th Intant-q Dj,:vialon in 
the vi elmt.y ot Aladort and WUru81en Q.or~. Cooperation ~ch .u thi.s will 
gain !\nd delUIM'. the highut praia. tt'CIfA tho 1n!~t17. It i8 the pl'At.oon 
leaders ,1ob to ~1n their rupeot and oontidence. 
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