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n ) March 1945, elerents of the Bettalion, uttrnched to the 88tL Inf-
entry “ilvision, were disposed as follows:

Ieitnlicn Forwerd CP in the viecinity of sabioni, Italy,

Cormrany A in the vicinity of Cemsoni, Italy.

“omyany I in the vieinity of la Quarda, Itsly.

Compery C {lees 3rd platoon) in the vieinity of Momzumo, Itely.

Jré Jletwou, Compeny Ce in reserve near Ie Rosta, Itely.

I'eedquarters Corpeny, Pettalion Reer CP and Pattelicn Aid Station
in the vicinity of 1a Poste, Italy,

Reoonnalesance Company, atteched to the Slst Cavaelry Reconnaissence
Suuedron, in the vieinity of Stenco 4i Sopre, Itely,

Tue gun campaniss were employed throughout the worth as srtillery and
self-prooelled guns, firing from both direct emd indirect yositions sstride
Mehwey &5 nnd in the sector to the lef of ihe Nighwey.

2 the night of 1-2 March, an erperiment was oonducted to deternine
the eocursey of & night sighting device which was developed within the bete
eilone This night sight wos developed to enable the Destroyers to place
direct fire on any target st night provided that the target was illumineted
eithar by Lright moonlight or by illumine ting flares. The results demon-
streted that the device wis sucoesaful in that €1l rounds {ired hit the
teriet when the target was 1lluminsted by sither moonlisht or fleres. Two
guns in aachk ocompany were equipped with the night sisht to perform this
tye of mission.

Compary 4 fired & direct mission on the night of 22 Merch by first
illumineting the target with illuminating shells snd then firing HE from
the same gun using the night sight successfully.

several mlssicns were fired by our guns in artillery positions with
Aly CP sdjusting fire. Results were so successful ithat a reguler flight
was scheduled with ACF for taoe unit. On 8 March 1945 Lt. Ool. Fowell weas
slightly injured whiie returning from an observation mission when the plane
ereshad ujgon lending. '
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The 3 inch Lllumineting shell was used to light targets at aight oa
three cosssions in eonjunetion with the Alr Joroe on aight bombing missions.
The targets were well lighted Wt due to lack of direes sommuniostion with
e bombers, some targets wers not bembed. Mesul$s were cobclusive frem
an experimental standpoint., wWith proper lw 1iaisen this tno of
night bombing ean de suceessful,

On 5 Merch the Battalion, less Reeommaisssnce Oompany, wes relieved
fror attachment to the 88th Infantry Division and attashed to ®he 34th
Infentry Division., Osmpenies A and B were sttached to the 168th Infantry
Regiment and Corpeny C wes sticched to tho 133rd Infantry Regimsht. The
S4th Infantry Division developed & harasaing direet fire plen in which our
N-10s at mmerous seheduled timss placed &iress fire on kmown enesy positions
and coapied houses, IMmay caves, dugouts and houses were dutrom and
casualiies inflieted oa ihc cneny.

On 1 March Reconnmigsance Compery, attached to the 9lss Oavalry Reoon-
neissence SQuUAdron, moved frem Stapoo 81 Sopre 0 Stenoo 43 Sethe and toek
up Infantry defensive pesitione. On 8 March they moved iato Peasyve josi-
tions in the vicinity of S. Mr. Medda, On 1l arch the scapany meved into
frontline positions in the vicinity of 1a Guercis, relieved elements of
the 135th Infantry Begiment, and took over ocutjost positions, strorgpoints
end listening pesfs . Mis front was very setive at night. HNumerous petrols,
Yotk friendly and enisg, Were cut hetween ths lines at night und firefights
frequently broke outs The Cermans rzided ome outpost during the might of
Merch 16-17 and wounded thres men, Pfe W, 4. Richards, &t Balph Dilday
and v{ Veype Yooker. The yaiding party was driven off hy ealling doen all
defensive firea. Omea Ma Whe had Been smptured coesped and returned to
our ovn lines. On 23 Jreh She oompeny moved into reserve dsfensive posi-
tionz and remained in yhese positions for the raminder of the mﬁ yor-
forming petrcl duties.,

Ca 23 ikreh the Tedsrve platoon of Oompary C moved frem Ia ieata imte
ertillery jositions in e vieinity of Moasuzo. All other slements of ﬁa
bettelion remszined in e ﬂ. Mitiom throughout the month.

Sgt Walter v. 3aydar, u-pw B, ves awarded $he Hurple Boext on 8
Pareh I:tmtho 56th Evecuation Nespital, Italy, for woumds nuina 5 Fed
near ards.

Frt Trank A, Moore, Company By was awarded the Farple FKeart oa 9 March
at the 8th Evaenetion Hospital, Mt. Jexi, Iuly. for wounds mtud 8
March near le Guerds,

Nt Ralph A, Dilday, Rescnnaigsanes Company, was awarded the }urple
Beari 26 Merch at the 24th General Hospitel, Floremce, ISaly, for wounds
received 17 Mareh neur 12 Quercis.

Pro %illiem A. Richards, Aeedinaizsance (ompany, was awardsd the Furple
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Heart 20 March at the 2/th Generel Hdapitel, Floremce, Italy fer wounds
Treseived 17 Jareh mear Ia Querela, .

On 1 Mareh lst Lisutenant Monald B. Hutohens and 1st Licusenant Eber

B. Peters, Jr. departed for the United States on temporery duty amd rotationm,
Trespsctively. ' '

‘ 18t Lieutenant John J. Dreabic was assigeed and joined as 2 replace-
pent for Lieuternnt Foters on 21 Mareh and wes assigned to Compary B. 1st
Leutenint Micheel Kroghmelny was relieved from Reconmaissense Csmpeny on

19 ¥arch. Oeptais Gliften B, Armstrong was transferred from Ocnpesy B to

6736th Readquorters Owmpary on 27 March and placed on duty with APV Section,

Feadquerters Fifth Lemy, lst Lisutcmant Benjemin H. 2iber, Jr. assumsd

eosrand of Corpeny B. .

Arzuniticn mimres during the month were ss follows,

KIFY." Y kortex
HE 19,814 ‘ 8lmm, light 250
EE R/C b’.%, 8lam, heavy 341
LR . ' . eh. sucke 12
Smoke .24 : 60um 605
Luninating 237 '
Smoke R/C . 91

*FRED G, ROWELL,
lieutenant Colonel, Infantry,
mmdm..
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