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EEAD~t'ARTERS EIGm HUNDRED FOtJR'l'H T.ANK DESTRon:R BA.~ON 

.A.p.o. 464. u. s • .s..'Y 

6 am. 1944 

Sl."tJECTa IB ttalion History for the J.bnth of May 

TO Commanding General, 
88th Infantry Division, 
APO 88, U. s. Jir'll1if •• 

r.s,y 1944 has been the month in which this battalion has baen put to 
its real test as a tactical unit. raviOS spent the last two months fir 
in£ in their secondary mission and gaining bett1e experience, this 
battalion was ,ready for the missions assigned to it at the outset of the 
present .~8ign. 

On the 1st of 1.:ay. Captain Wallace L. CleJI~nt was relieved of. hH 
ass1~~nt as commander of Company A. and announced as Battalion IZ8
cutive officer. 1st Lieutenant JaIII8s 'l'. Webster assumed comand ot Com~ 
A. l)lriDf; the first sewen da,ys of the month the tank destroyer companies 
r.ere firinc secondary ~is.sioDS. Durine this period the battalion suffered 
only one casualty; nivate Bentura S l.bntano. Company C, was lightly 
wounded in action and was awarded the lurple Heart. On 6th Alay 1st Lieut
enant Robert 1.. Boyce. Jr •• was transtltrred to Iersonnel Center lIo\ullber 6 
for trans-shipnent 'to the United Sttltes under the rotation ,policy. On the 
7th l.i.lY. CompmlY C sent an advance detail into the Minturno Sector to pre:" 
vae €Un ,iX)si tiona for their primery Dd.ssion. Durine; the period of 1 liay 
to 11 I.ay, tLe :1econnaissance Company was supporting infantry 0ll8rations 
y.it:l Slmn (!itLt) IOOrtar fire. On the. 7th Ally the Battalion Forward CP 
nA)ved into an brea across the Gerigliano River. the Battalion Rear OF 
movine into the vicinity of Ce1101e. On 8th },BY com~nies .A end C moved 
into forward ~X)si tions and ren-18ined in readiness to perform their primary 
missions. All com,tlSnies were in a state of readiness duriJJg the 9th and 
lOth Ilay. 

At 2300 oours, 11th 1ay. this bet tal10n took .iJ8l"t in the beginnill6 of 
ttis e::reat offensive to join the beach head forces and drive to !lome. 
Company A ~ave direct SU,ilp:>rt to the attack of the 349th Infantry Regiment 
and 753rd Tank Battali~n. Com!J8mr B took part in the offensive by ~
fOl'n.iDL tLeir secondary mission, firine; a total ot 1879 rounds in one day. 
Company C cave Jirect support to tLe attack of the 351st Infantry Regiment. 
Reconnaissance Cell. any attached one platoon to Com!l8llY A, one platoon to 
Comi18n.Y I, while a third platoon supp:>rted the attack of the 3.50th Infantry 
Regin:.ent Vii th lIUrtar fire. On tile 12tt and 13th Com~ies A, C and Racon
n~issance continued their supporting operations. Company A ~epared to 
occupy N:)unt El'acchi for direct fire on Spi~o. Durin;; this IOOvement ODe 
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M-IO hit a teller mine and _s o~ ot action tor 6 bourse Com,Pa1ly B. 
whUe movi:ne into a new ;position to ;pertorm their secondary mission bad 
one li-10 put out ot action for 24 bourse also as a result of hitting a mine .. 
ComP8~ C supported Tank and infantry operations witl". direct fire on en~ 
posi tiona in Santa ),far!a Infante. Recomaissance Company duriDg this period 
was used to act as outposts and clear en~ mine fields in newly occupied 
areas. While performiDe; this mission one .8 was damaged by shell :fire 
and immediately replaced by a ne. one. On 12th 1iay. Captain Theodore L. 
Urbas was relieved &s Eattalion 5-4 and replaced by 1st I.1eutenant Wllli8JD 
N. Weaver. 2nd Lieutenant Willard 1:. Iockhard was relieved of his duties 
trom Compa~' C and axmounced CoDllWlications otficer to replace Lieutenant 
Weaver. Reclassification ;proceediDgs were initiated on Captain Urbas. 

On the 14th )day, Com.;pe.nies A and C overwatched infantry and tank attacks 
on Spie;uo and CastelloDOrato respectively. Comlany 13 tired no missions on 
this date, but captured one german ~isoner who was immediately turned 
over to the Division PW enclosure. Reconnaissance C~a~ reconnoitered 
forward. Com~ O. on this date. had one man, Private First Olass Alfred 
O. Widner, killed in action and 2nd Lieutenant 'John W. I\Et.uth. First Ser
geant Walter T. JenniDgs end Sergeant Staaley E. Bachauz, .,unded in action 
as a result ot shell .ire. On 15th l;ay all coml-6nies pressed reconnaissance 
f'orward but fired no missions. On 16th :trAY. Be ttalion Forward CF DIOved to 
Spigno and Da ttalion Rear OF and Headquarters Oompan,y DIOved into an area 
in the vicinity of Rossi. .All tank destroyer companies r~ined in assembly 
areas awaiting further orders. Recomaissance Compa~ went forward to 
maintain contact w1th advance intantry elements. On the 17th l.~. the tank 
destroyer companies remained inactive and Reconnaissance was attached to 
85th DiVision tor operations only, and established a CP at Scuari. On the 
20th all tenk aestroyor companies and Reconnaissance DIOved into new assembly 
areas. Battalion I1ear OF end Headquarters Comll&DY JD:>ved into the vicinity 
of Castellonorato. On tlle 21st 1'~. all units of the battalion 1)X)ved into 
areas in the vicinity of Fondi. F.l:om the 2,3rd to the 29th lo:ay. re~onIlais. 
sance company patrolled the beael:. from Terraeina to Sperango Wlder II CorliS 
control. On the 26th bi.Y, all tank destroyer com~nies and Forward OF 
moved into new assembly areas in the vicinity of Terracina. Fettalion 
Rear OP and I'ead'luarters ColtpaIly DIOved into the vicinity of' lDnte San 
Bi86io. On the 27th t:ay all tank destroyer companies n.oved into comba t 
positions in the vicinity of Piperno. Company A had two men wouDded in actionl 
Sergeant leon O. White and Tee .5 Oarrol L. Fink. :2nd Lieutenant Jacob 
Schnell, attached to compa~r 1;, ",'a;;; lightly wounded in action. Sergeant 
George \'.:. Danielson was seriously "Qullded in action. Company A was sup,p:>rt
mg tank and infantry operations while Company C sUll,POrted tank operations 
beyond Roccagorga. .At the end of the day Ooml-6llY C had one platoon in the 
vicinity of 1Ji.enza. two platoons between l:aenza and Roccagorgia covering 
the road net from Oarpineto. Oom.i80ies it. and 13 were moderately shelled •. 
Company 0 was heavily shelled and suffel'ed three lif!,llt casualties. two of' 
which remained on duty and one was sent to the clearinb station. Battalion 
Rear CP and Eeadquarters Company IOOved into the vicini t:r of Staz. P.riverno. 
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On the 2ctl: lay. Company 0 over;';atched tte ]'rencLl crr.iOred Ettac!-. U:t:l the 
velley toward Oarpineto. Also on t~is date, Staff Serbeant Carl L. Bullock. 
Staff Sergecnt 01ella W. Corey and Private Lo11is A. Sorenson were trans
ferred to Iersonnel Oenter !~ber 6 for trans-shi~ent tc the ~nited States 
under the rotation policy. Sergeant Stanley E. Eachauz was awarded the 
PUrple i~art and Private Joseph F. Glester was cited in 8SthDlvision G.O. 
for exemplary behavioUB under fire. 

As of 31 1.:ay the accumulative totals 8X.i..:-ended in 'battle tore as follows: 

3' ammunition 26.373 rounds 
8lmm(light) mortar 5.027 
2 M-lO's lost by e~ action 
1 ~-8 lest by en~ action 
1 1/4-ton jeep lost by land mine. 
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