1

HEADZUARTZRS 805TH TANK DESTRCYER BATTALIL(H
APD Lbh, United States Army

Battalien Histery, 1 Feb — 29 Feb 1944

~ 135th Infuntry, suppcrted by 756th Tank Battellen, launched an

attack Seuth frem the bridgehsad across the Rapldo te capture the
dsrracks at ils Villa,” Arty cubs reported tanks er 5P's moving
Nerth toward Ceselne. Our ebservers could net sse them; hewever,

we intsrdictsd roads entering the torm, Heavy fey and smeke def-
initely speiled our plens fer siiping. During the night we harased
the resd to Villa S&n Iucia end Highwey 6. Battalion paid en
schedule (thls never happsned in Tunisie ),

Iisutenact Hardy, Lieison with 756 Tamk, reperted 135 has Barracks

and soms tanks are in Nerth end of Cassine. Iater these were cdriven
aut oy SP AT guus. The Battulien Cousaudsy asd peconneissance Dfficer
inspected Ferward Obssrver (P's in 133rd secters Becauss of the. trees
sad wrecked buildings nens glve & geod view of Cassine streets, The
best, in an. attic, wes crewded by other osbservers, including four photo~
grapwrs. Surprisingly, -ths Infanbtry Bettslisn Cemuander was unable
tez polnt cut dsfinite emsmy installagisnss Treochie, and TP behind
ugH, and the roef ef eur CP, 5,000 yards from Cassine, afferd ex—
callsnt (PTs for registretion aed the lile, but have bsen useisss fer
chesrving the eneny. Ferward 'OP'c in tie bottamland are blinded by
trees and the river levees. 9 light aruored cers, i~20, were received
snd sre being readied for service.

ileuterent Thompson feund an OFin & houss olese te river Seuth of
Highway 6 frem whicihhe checkwd Cfs reglstratien; but could see ne
enemy activity acress riwer. 4 tanks seen by cubs South of town
vere quite possibly 4 lost by 756 in Cassino last night. CP viedted
by twe ¢beervers: G=3 of 2 Divislon in the States and ~n Antitank
Officer frem Pirst Army.

An exhsusted pigeon landed in "C's! area; we phensd its meesage te
Piv Arty. Aside frem this and.usyel harassing schedule, our day
ws quiet.

ILisutenent Colonel Pyland, 636 Tank Destroyer Battalisn, visited

the C,F., on & recennsissance of the ares.

The day dawned clear and smokeless =— psrfect visibility, ILieutenants
¥ahrwold and Hoffman on Treochis had a field day, finding censidersble
traffic on Highwey 6. JAdjustmsnts were niades en Piedimonts and 3, Lucia
W's, and a battery or cempuny held ready to fire. Obssrver, watoh-
ing pregress of wehiclss, called “Fire! as target entered impact area.
Sae guns and Nebels were located.by Cewpany observers, one by a WBH
(ompany gun cemmander. Battelien Commander adjusted en an eccupled.
house frem the (P reof teps- Jerry alse was active, maiing ‘several
alr adjustments arcund Cervare, follewed by night hereseing, sems

very beavy stuff ceming frem stina. 08" had ene light casualty frem
caunterbattary fire,
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- ¢715 4 4 single lurge caliber reund scored & direct hit on MA! s

lst platoon CP, killed Lieuterznt antonelli and fatelly wounded
Pvb. John Kelly. Trocchio (P complsted three adjustrents on In—~
fantry near river South of Cassino, The Battalion Gonmender con-—
ferred with Brigsdier General John P. Hays, 2nd Divislon, new ict—
ing Cummandsr of Diwv. frty.

Battalion Gommandsr adjusted & gun cn & house &t 6700 yerds with
Hf,, thep with APC, ebtelining hits at the sams elevation., Results
ars nct yet conclusive. Eneny air reconnalssance active today.
Infantry hangs on to Narth end of tomn znd heights MNerth of Len-
astery, though fighting is bitter and continuous, Iieutenant walker
wes attached to BCH to commend in the absence of Ceptain Hunkle,
hospitalized with an accidental injury.

Troochic- (P continued his sniping on Highway 6 traffic, Battalioen
Comwender adjusted con three (essine houses, used some.3PC. "M
reported some shelling, Friendly A-20's turned back before reach-~
ing Cassine, dropped three large bombs around "i'. Nelghboring
units suffered casuvaltieg, 16 killed, 10 wounded.

~ PP ~ 6 rounds 105 fell meur CP, throwing rocks against building;

repeated &b P40 and 1320, PAM reported 5 rounds at 13@5.

756 lost 6 mere Tanks in-Qassino. Two day's a.nunitien and rations
were stocked, as lighwey 6 #ill be unaveilsble for this period,.
n-hour for mwein effort still delayed due to ipability of 168 te ob—
tain ite preliminary objective, the ibbsy hill. #B!'gH Horth platoon
demelished 8 house for 133rd with 50 rounds HE snd APS. All reunds
were target hits at 4400 ysrds except first APC. This mission
areused considersble counterbattery.

Harassing fire fellyen A's read, threugheut early merning hours.
4 Battalion amounition truck was hit, sufferdng 6 flate and e small
flze- ammurd tion and truck were saved. Several reunds fell in

lCervaro from due North, probably from 5. Blagie. CP had & nszr

miss frem behind ibbey,

12309 = Ijeutenant Celenel C, G« Sumith, Hg. Fifth Amy, and Lisutenant
Celonel Perter, 8th Div., visited Battalien Commander,

1500 - General Keys, with Golenel Raymond, 8th Divisien, visated CP,
and with Battalion Cemmander, inspected CTs guns and FO¢. He sppeared
quite impresped with eur accomplishments as Artillery.

Lieutenant Nahrweld, sniping frem Trecchie, destroyed two mere trucks
on Highway 6. :

~ Poar ebservatien prevent (P's finding targets ef eppertunity. A4ll

batteries were adjusted en their concentratiens in the preparation
schednled by Fa0s #16. These were changed by anmexes to F.0, #17,
received at dark, hewsver, adjustments weres net wasted as the tar-
gets remain as "call" misgions. Our first efficer, the §-3, departed
far Dfficers! Rest Cemp, Serrente, M/Sgt. Weber was swern in as a
Warrant Offiger, Personnsl,

Frem 1pp te 1LYy the Battalien fired 1600 reunds in preparatien, in
cenjunctien with the artillery with the Cerps, fer Infentry’s attack
en Abbey Hill. Tie cencentratiens were cbserved falling where re—
@ested en the Cassine—Abbey Hillside. Infantry, receiving inteuse
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nachine gun fire fram o hill M. Y, of Abbey, found it nscessary to
include this in their objectives; they shitfted and Jumpea ofr at 1L5Y.
Caobein Gerald A. Dercsier, Infantry, and 5 NOD's, mepLacemsnts for
rotation nersounsl, renorted for duty.

Jerry artiilery was particularly ective today from P& to 2239, oLl
compenies and Battalion C.P. receiving 120 rounds in 8 shellings; tlures
nen were slightly injured in "B and UM,

Infantry nade slight progress in towm and In hills Portimest. e lar-
asased sume gun vogitlons, previousiy counterbatterien by 7lst Brigace.
The Chaplain held scrvices in compeny areas.

@73Y - Received a Division Hovement Order indicating the Battalion would
move vith the Division to Alife for rest, time anu uetzils Llater. Recon—
naissance Officdr deported for Alire £5r ivouac assigmuwent, Por-
mission was obtained, cnd 2nd Pl:toon, WBY, on Nortih flank was witie
dravn and moved to Rear Echelon.

@925 = 103 4-engined boubers frou high level attacxsd tle Abbey Honbe-
Casaino. There were a few direct hits, but in generzl efrect was
scattered and diseppointing. 53 men were seen to run from thé Abbey.
Div. Arty. stated 3 Dattallons were narassing the area} also that
friendly Infantry had previously wiltidrexn 100U yards rrom Abbey.

about 1/@@ over 60 Mitchells repeated the attack fram & much Lewer
level, and with much better efiect, reducing the Abbey teo & pile o
Tubble, Over 200 Gemnans were seen te loavs., _

8-3, back frem Ofticers! Rest Cember, Serrente, reports it excesds all
expeotations, leaves nothing to be desired.

During might same Wavy stufr tell near G.P, Capbtain Kunilels injury
provinz to be a broken verbebra; he vas dropped from the rolls ana
Lieutenant jJJalker assigned te comnand. Lieutenant Melger elso dropped.

In respense to & call from Cammanding Gfficer, 133re Infantry, threugh
Cannanding General, Division, Battallon Cormander and Lisutenent Ewesks
visited Cemmanding Gfficer, L33rd and selected a gun posltion in 8.E.
corner of Barracks et lI, Villa. The gun waos in pesition at 214, There
is some possibility ef a Tanl or 8P in Cassine making a nulsance rald
North slong Caire road. Te accampany a preparation and attacic by New
Zealand Corpa, this Battalion begen an als~might herassing missien en
Plediponte, expending 80U rounds,

4th Indiaen Division reoccupied Hille 593 and 44s4, visabed by 34t Dlw-
ision for the bambing of the Abbey. New Zealand Corpa, crossed the
Rapildo, captures and held ths Railroad Statlen South of tewn., Znemy
shellsd this tiny brddge hsad intensely aLl day.

New Zealand Corps lest the Rallroad Station last night.

0840A - 133rd Infantry and 756 Tank Battalion, through Division, re-
quested a T Officer. Inquiry developed that it was desgired te dis~
mantle a gun and hoist it to a hill overlockdng Cassine fram tne lest,

to destroy & particularly troublesome house. Ideutenent Eweske, now with



gm in barracls, was dispatched to make tials reconnaissance.

154 — Battalion Canuonder vislted Dive Arty., learned Battalien,

leas M\, would move tenisht, OClearance was obtalned and Lovanend
Crcer.ff, issusd, The one run mission, above, wos cancellsd. Pvt.
DeSoto, a motorcyclist, wes killed in Cervare by snoll fire.

PPN - Batialion passed IP in Cervaro and clesec ln Biwuac nesr alive
(H 2303) at 233%A vrithout inecident.

L = 1IPPA - Corps 8.3.0. Show entertained in Battalion area for ons hour
with exeerlent talent. Tils privete showing did much to lite nmorale.
2340 ~"an, joined the Battciion, this completing eur (assino opsrasion.
The Battalion was in position 32 duys, fired 24,175 rounds, sufrerea
1 ofgicer and 3 men Idlled; 1 efficer and 12 men wounded., (3es attachea
list

—- All existing officsr essignments were terminated emd new ones publisiied
By 5.0. #1.

; = 27 The nen and officers spent tliis perded cloaning their clothing and
equipment. Stege shows, movies and miscellansous entertalnuent as
presented in Division Arda.

} = 29 The Dattalion has entered a voriod of training and contitioning.
Ordnancs personuel wWere inspecting and maldng necessary repalrs on

Battalion Ordnance ecuipment.

CA&DIN W, HcCOBNELL,
Lt- qu', F. ﬁt}

Camanding
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4. CGlexr. Visgikility gouod.
&, Liaigos msiuntaived with 768th Tenk Batitaliony
Battalion fired 530 rds (AG%5 ~ P650a brs.) wwhswmved harascing
fira. Ses regord of missions attashed. Oheorved Clre (156 yds) pladsd an
sueny infantry et ¢ 858102 and ememy gun powitivas ot S4BLGT and TSETZEV0.
8. Exveallent,

Y. Effest of ire unkwown. ALl gcapanies vere edjusted sud {irg
sagquutely covered the turget eress

B, &tabtas of metsrdelr 6 BB gune s firisg esmdition.
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