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R £ddth ’j.‘ank Destroyer Rattalion

AFC U403
30 ioverber 194k

sUBJ2CT: After Action Remorts From: 1 lovember 19Ul
Against the mneny 70 ¢ 30 Ilovember 19LL

TO The Adjutant General, "vashington, D. Ce

SUIT ARY OF DATILY OPZRATICHS ALD ACTIICl.

SECTION I -

*SECTICH II = INTELLIGHICE OP*'?A_IOI S, USE CF SZCTICI'S, ZIC.
SECTION III - LOGISTICS, SUFFLY P”OC:DI ivh, PRCPLE S,

SECTICH IV = B SCR _TL A'D ATITIED i\D’ TUISTRATICH,

SECTICI V- CCM BTS, GYSE . VATICES al'D :I0CIT 4IDANICHS,

SECTICE I, SUTTARY (7 TATIY OP.PATICES 40 A0 ION,

le 1 Toverber 1%L, "AY Comnanvy in direct suwsort 219th Infentr-,
Supported attaclk or J19th ir cler out ares mcde by hook in LA 3Z£iLIz JiV-R
(5 and 7 of river; o deliivering both direct and indirect fires. “‘1rst and

'%rd Flats movad to positions a4 delivered cirect fire on I'ATTL DARA TG GRS
AL (IS, CRALNKU:T, PPLT , and the area of 1("q ', expending 18 z‘dc D2 nd
20 rds APC 3econd Plat deliversd 10) rdc 72 indirect prelzarmor'y fires and

117 rds igu on 9 missions throughout dg” and night. fesults of operstions:

319th accomplished miscion, "Ai' Company captured 5 prisoners. "3" and gt
Comoanies cont nued to pronde A derence Tor 21¢th and 317th Infantr;- segiments,
reopeCL-Lveb, vith two Plats each, one Flat from each company firing mdlrect
harassing and interdictory fires; expended 252 rds i'Z on 23 missions.

2e 2 Vovenber - 23 loverber 1Silis Durin~ this neriod &)th DJivision attacked
to I! and £, crosscing La SSILI . IV and pushine to the 14511 CL LIS vic it DLACH
and the UINE at CI. 2 CUADCL AGLSS, a distance of appro:::ratel\/ 35 kilorziers.
Battalion “as ermloyed vith one com—an efiached to each 77t 4% Jo to 21¥th,
"z Co to 31uth’ md "C" Co to 317th. (ne seciion of ezch 2wcn Flat afttachied to
ezch line corpany, Zd secticn, 2d Flat in reserve, initialdly "a® and "or
Conpanies wwere un.uer reginmenval control, "7 Co under =attalien control, a rlat
attached ‘o cﬂch infatry Sne (n the nerring of the 247 acl, & levemiter, MIM

~nd "CU Cerpantec delivered direct surmert ng fires, eymendin 119 rac
Co credited - o moekdn out feur “111 LeMes and LU Lortarse YA O
cd Floig, attacred tc 995 #A 3n, /5 fired 192 rds . 5 ‘ndirect fire
£ sriy rreparstion. "B" and w5 30:1;:rmie: crosced tiie river ilg afiernocn
4 1 1

the ulne (n the Yih "iY Co Sptd the attack deliverin - belli
Tirec, expending 1°% rds [if aad 52 rds AG direct fire and !
inocked . ut enexy ob rm rn At rante of 2500 --ds. Dhorl

31l ih, "Z?” co's 1ot Plat was caugnt by risin: ~ater c:f TAOCHII G N
_Lu 3’ and vehicles “ere temporaril. rtraznded, “C" Co movei Wit advance
S OCKl.l out two v m.: cune at ran es of 100D and 11J0 | il
ﬁerrcf Cn 13 iovenber "M (o lmocked out snoiher GO mm Cun, . overber,
and 2d Plaoie "4t Jo reiievsd attachment to 905th i Yn, cne Flab attached to ~ach
ni-ntry rn, % Uovemicr, 2cn rluals rlaced ‘n reserve, 22 @ ovember, lct icn
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Ziat acciened misiion of road reconnaltrance to Ioand B, During advance of

Svision comhanies provided X cmd defenre, moving ith advence and T v‘ci.ngJ

posritions adw a; s vell tc the Tront. In one inctance A" Co cmrLPd infntry

in nalf-tracie into toim and provided covering fire with 50 ¢al jfits. 4 total
113 or *uonctr wrere cantured durinyg this overation.

'.") l

Tovenb r - 39 ilovenmber 1¢Lh. During this operation Jivision breached
vo Ll vice oo SR B UICSTHDE Ind 7o0Lal and mished  to vic FANIEE HASVILT
n D v ordcr Bn reiieved of acirient to CT's and att 1cmed to dOth Div Arty,
'orrepared to Snt at¥ on Forts of 1 AGTVO. TITNE by direct fire," Companies aTCHd
to J/D S Bner "AY Co vo QJ th FA, "Bt Co to 31lhth A and "¢" Co to 313th FA

(n the 2hth Bn Sptd Atk vith 1lst a.nd 2d Plats (minus base piecce ol each Flat) of
talt Go 'nd one séction of Lst and 2d Flats of "t Co in direcl fire pesitions;
remaining gns of "AY and 8" Companies and "C" Sompan occunled indirect positions.
25 rde w3 ."md 139 ‘”ds A¥C direct fire were delivered on forts, rill boxes and
tarcets of opmortuynitys "a" Co also fired 59 Cal : G'c Sping atk. 39 xmovn

enery killed, ’)(t, rds i'.J were fired indirect on 1l miecions. During remainder
of period comranies displaced with 3/8 b-tinslions and delivered indirect reinforc-
in: cires, exvending a toial of 219C rds on 1)0 miscions. (n 29 lovenber a

snall i:,;n}: thre-t developed and "C" Compony moved its 3d .lat and two muns of

e 2d rlot into direct fire mocitions.

2
J

5uC 1 T0, IUTWLLIGZ Ch CF RAVICLS, U35 (0 3LCUICNS, PGl

T.med tne nission to reconnoiter the river for noscible fords [rom

chober 194L. In preparation o croscing the SEILlx IV both en
S
". The mission vas accomnliched by 123) hours 3 November,

{ Tovember 19hkh. Cne section of lien Flat was attachod to each company to
2id inTerossin; the SEILLx 2ITR with mlssion lo Keep companies informed on Infantry
frent 1lines, concition oi roa;is, 'nd to svwecp for wines arcund un positions.
mach section had direct comunication «ith the compary ~ith - T they “.orked.
information concerning any other company .as sent over the battalion coriand nets
2d Sec of the 2d Hen Plal vas held in Pn recerve.

12 lovermber 19LL:., 24 Sec of 2d llen was attached to Uempany "Aille

20 iovaiber 1941, Toth en lite srere called under conirel of 5-2.

21 loverber 19, let cn Fl-t vas assimed tre mission to reconnoiter the
roads 7 JLLY, GLZ GLATD, MU, Al NIV A, anG Tl PATg SPRCSE and to
establish an CF in ihat area. 4t fhic ti e thls area was ver much expoced,
rlotoon vas called in 103Y Lours 27 Toverber.

25 Tovermber 1% LLLL. 1st 2en Plal vas acsipned the micsien to rsoconnoiter the
o & ~nd to contact wie h?d Savalrs Souadiron on our lefv. Lhe

Zd _len vae assigned the riscion vo reconnoiter tne roads to tie SE Jrom SU AVCLD
and to contact wihe units on our right. wotn miccic
2% LoVerdlre

nc erce comilated U 1CJ2 hours

LN lsi‘ men Plat vics asciyncd a reoute recon airsance, I AL,

D RRGE RN - ~ - T oL Ty oo pii
Tarol AL 4T TAT 3 SAF ] 3 R U
rned a zore reconvialcr anct of an osrea
no wove cormieted hyy 1200 bhrs

~ @

Ze Ino 'ur‘uc*bions. Totween 3 oand O jovenbrr e :—-2 Jeetion fave clagres *co'ﬂé
A ~ PO N © . ~
Lre en pIETon merman mines, firins devices, rrensdec, rd fihe uce ol iie mine ~
s re:;«per.
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(n 12 Poverper =2 Scction cuartod mivlication of onadllr L (’_L..,. ernce Junlary
covplled Jror ‘.fw sorne, atd Avision =2 reyortc and 1‘:“0 icn ranod from
Ironr n commanies cand aen Tlotse It miso contained a shert swuiaty of the nevs
of 't e /estern rront. Jistribation was rmode to enach Plat,

3. osources of insormaticn for tids period.

(L) Division G-2 reports,
(2) corrs ™2 reports.
(3 Dﬂnsrn noinesrs.
(i) tun Corpanies
(5) ‘ieconnaissance platoons,
Le lape used for oeriod.
Battle maps - 1:52,300
" n 1:27,000
vattle I.ap laginot Line - 1:5,000
5. Codes for the periode
Divieion map code.,
5lidex for radio and telephone communication - new Slidex code issued
v 5 Hovember.
Geographical codes #3 and li published by Division.
SECTICH III, LOGISrICS, SUPFLY FROCEDURE, PROBL:S,
1. Lougistics.
ae Ammunition expended from 1 ljovember to 30 November inclusive:
30 71, B, . 6129
3" 4,5, (Rteduced Charge) 109
, 3" APC . 310
50 Cal. VaGe 2530
30 Cale 1'aGe 11000
b. Gasoline expended during period: 16,365 gallons.
Ce. Rabtion percentage consumed:
"B Ration 0%
"0 in 1n : - 80%
1 day Reserve ngn 0%
1 dgv Reserve MK . 0%
1 dgy heserve "0 in 1v 0%
d. Vehicles and primary weapons replaced during period:
Half Tracks ' 2
3" Guns 2
1/L~ton Truck - 1
2. FProcedure, Eb

a. General,
-3 -
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n S=l reranad a merber of the forrard Cl.Pe

Cormany Supplys Serieants worked in Zear Schelon vitn Zattalion
Su“l\, maldne frequent visits to conpanies and foing forvard to
ascist in deterining leeses involvin- ruch equirment, either
organizational or individuale. .
The communicaticns oIficer controlled all items of $Si_nal equip-
ment requisitioned. Commanies requested needs from hir. be con-
solidated and vorked with Tattalion $.prly crew in prcecwing and
distributing equipnente

Class 1.

()

(2

(3)

(L)

Rattalion Supply continued to request rations from Division Quarter-
master daily using the strength of companies reported on ! orning
Reports,

Battalicn Suprly drew retions rfrom Division Class I Supnly” Point
and delivered them to tie companies at the Battalion Re:r chelon.
In cases where compan: could nct get truck back hattalion Supmly
delivered rations to Comrany C.P.

Another dgy of reserve rations (10 in 1) w-s authorized during
this period so that the camranies viere required to keer three davs
reserve ration cn hand,

Cn Thankspiving Dgy every man in the Da talion was fed a2 "I raticn -
with turkey,

Class II.

(D

(2)

(3)

Battalion Supply accented informal requisitions from companies,
Company Supply Sergeants kept a record of individuals or platoons,
to vhich requisitioned items should be sent upon receipt.

]

Battalion edited, consolidated and forwarded requisitions and in
event items were not received on initial request, back-ordered for
the companies.

Upon receipt of itemrs, Company Suprly Sergeants tagced them for
platoon and/or individual and sent them forw.rd on the ration truck.

Class III.

(D

(2

Daily reports of gasoline on hand were made to Division G-L and
the Battalion received allotments in accordance to requirements
while this item was rationed. *hen units began to move in attack,

required amounts were picked up daily from Division Class III
Supply points,

Can for can exchange was carried out within this Battalion whenever
possible, Q
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Class 1Ve.

(1) Cemolitions weie requisitd oned :md roece: ved for ure ol ,ﬁ,j’i;’u:)llcn
“econnalssance elenents in clearin: nabhs rou"h rine Liclds.

ClaSS V. .

(1) 37:sic ammunition load wne maintrdined at all Lirec, lewlurriers

Company nersonnel and vehiclecs maintained tie 'r-in Surnls and
each line company drew its required amount i'rom the 3outiilion
Ammunition Dump with 1 1/2-ton amunition venicles,

iiscellaneous:

(1) wngincer Yater Foint locatlons wvere sent to Companies and water
picked up by company hen trucks from these noints,

(2) Yotor vehicular maintenance,

(a) Thousand and six~thousand mile chec'zs were performcd as
norrial wien in a stotic position; when in rmovement they
were conpleved at first ormortunit;r,

(b) Compary motor maintenance crovis trovelied vitn ihe companies
normally, Juring o portion of the neriod t“c’ cormany nain-
tenance sectirn vorked several miles behind “te Jommany el
but tihig lensunrencd the communicacirn lines and slovw od un

the modinbenance snd evactacicrn of vehilcles mnd iac dizcontinued,

(e) A mechanic fror Zaciclicn | sintenance w-s kernt .21th the
forvwrard C.FPe tc keep conctant chieck on t:*.e Cere ven:clcs,
Any nechanical diilriculties ne could not rix wwere sent to the
ear =Zcnelon f{or repair,

(3) Uvon receipt of instructions fror Third Ue S. Ay the follwowing
items of C./.S. property were turned in:

Apparatus, deCOno, 3 - é_,alo

Alarm, gas

urtain, gasproof

Disinfectent, (as, mask

Impregnite, shoe

Paint, liquid ve_,-_canu devector

rovey, liguid veszicant detecter

Saclf., g25 resistent
:5

S5icn, gas warnin

I

L) {fle bags and gas niasics Were noved Lo ard as recuired to make
wer easilyr acness:.bTe to Lroops, Tuifle bass of men ![1lzd in
aciion woere inventoried and personal elfects Torvorded Lo w.b.

Tlects,

J_J
ti

(5)  Svagaation

(% Jehicular evacuation “iro handled o

e ne Mattalier Trecier
crevt wien Sowpary zintenance cowld not

vocugle, R
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(L) Deceascd were evacugted tirough Combat Teagas which wnits were
suporting,

(c) YPrisorewrs weve cvacualed to Combat Tean Foie elclosures,

(©)  in sccordance vdth instractions from Tiird United St-tes Armv
soclis rere nicked up from companies daily and turned into
Jivision c¢lass I Distributing Point,

3. Supply problems,

de Preparation of "3t ration was handicapped by a shortase of condiments,
arbicularl;s salt,.

. b Shertaces of tires, tubes, and paitches has nade the job of "keeping
vham rolling” incressingly dirficult for maintenance crevws, The following list
of shortages as of 30 Ilovember 191, ~:i11 heln to elucidate:

Itenm Short

Dires, 600 x 16 19

n 753 = 2J 2

1 Q00 x 22 1

) " VI % 16 2
‘ubes, A0 16 24

1 150 x 2u L

1 GIJ 29 1

" 200 x 1o 1

_ot »atches 500

Ce Shortage of half-traci: winch cabies (12 shord in Bn al end of reriod)
made cross=countrrr movernent of suns more diflicult,

L
.
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SECTICN IV. PERSCNMEL AND ALLIZED ADVINISTUATICN (£-1)

1. Replacements.

a. During the period of this report the Battalion has drawn a total
of thirty-two men from replacements pools.

"b. The Battalion has had five (5) men killed, nineteen (19} wounded,

twenty-nine (29) men hosritalized through sickness, fifteen (15) of which have
been returned zs replacements mentioned above.,

2, Special Services.

a, From 1 November 1944 to 8 Wovember 1944 one of the line companies
continued to send approximately thirty (3C) men to the rear echelon each day
for baths, a motion picture, and pssses to PONT-A-}OUSSON, a chance to listen
to the radio, etc., The other tvwo line companies during this period con-
tinued having a motion picture every other day, which was operated by Battalion
Headquarters at the Company CP.

- b, On or about 9 November the Division started attacking and pushing
forward and since that time the companies have been continually with the
attacklng forces with very little opportunity for shows or other forms of en-
tertainment.

c. During the month the Battalion was allotted a quota of eight (8)
enlisted men and one (1) officer for a forty-eight hour pass to Paris.
These passes were divided among the companies equally and the men selected
by lot.

3, Medals., During the month fourteen (14) recommendations for the
Bronze Star were sent to the 80th Infantry Division, of which number eight (8)
have been received and awarded to the men concerned. The men who have
received the awards are: Sergeants Joseph J. Vetashick, Headquarters Company,
John W Hooker, Company A; Corporals Jessie R. Walton, Boris Angoff, Company
A; Tec 5 Marvin T Wilkes, Company A; Pfc's Brownie Woodlee, Headquarters
Company, Bus McNeal, Company A; and Private Francis D, Lightfoot, Company A.

L. Graves Registration. The five (5) men killed were evacuated through
the combat teams to which the companies were attached at the time.

5. FPersonnel Administration. The Fersonnel Section continued to operate
with the 80th Infantry Division rear echelon and continued to handle most
of the paper work for the companies and part of the paper work for the Bat~

talion CP.
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1, ooring initial part of pericd Ary awanition continued to be verr
critvical and coarpli rotloncd.  Accordingly this ™ oand the tank ™m oattacied o
Jivision nrovided virtuali- all harascing and jnterdictic:: fires ror the Division
he Artc nowth each conpeny provided a vlaoce mark snd the comprnles ran their
o position ares surveys. The arty simply gave concentrations direct to
commted by tiwe comparr MDC. (ccesiontlly Div arty gave cencentratiors direct to
“1:e Pn. In suach cases 3n .lotted the concentrations and assisned then to the
aprropriate compary. .henever vieibility permitted the irty ende-vored te register
i{he comparny by plane. Lovever, becase of the difficulty ol observing tie burst
of tne 2" shell, it was frequently impossible to register in this mannar,
Accordingly registration was usually accomplish.d by the company corr.ander from a
forviard QF using rO methods,

2o llormally in the &th Division we have been employed to provide AT defense
vith one company »ttached or in support of each Combat Team. In a fast moving
situation, ~s during the drive across the SKILL: IVER to the 1'AGINCT LIIIZ, e have
found it advisable to have the platoons attached to the batt-lions r-ther than have
the campany under regimental control. +ihis, in effect, gives each vlatoon a
sector equivalent to the infantry batizlion sector and enables the platoon to -
occupy positions promptly as the infantry organizes an area, being well forwerd and
in position to repel any ~rmored counter-atitacke. This method is particularly
effective in river crossings as the TD's cross with the battalion, usually immed-
iately after the organic A’ guns. ¢n the other hand, when the company is under
regimental control there is difficulty in getting the v¥D's forwurd promptly,
obtaining necessory road priority, etce In a defenseive situation, however, tie
better solution is to have the company under regimental control. This permits
better coordination of fields of fire, mutual support, etc,

3e In the reduction of fortified areas where the 7D!'s are called upon to
deliver direct fires on pill boxes and emplacements and supporting fires,their
fires should be closely coordinated by the artillery and directed by observers
with the infantry. The observers magy be the artillery observers or my be
furnished by- the TD's, but it is essential that there be observers in front with
the infantry. In the reduction of the FAGINOT LINE in the vicinity of SI' AVOLD
each company was attvached to a D/S artillery battalion. One company had two
platoons in direct fire positions and one in indirect positions supporting the
attack. 7The artillery b-ttalion =zssigned sectors of fire for the platoons, letter-
ing each sector. The artillery observer called for direct fire (by radio) as the
situktion required. The result was that Hhe fires were extremely effective and
were delivered continually until the objectives were seized., Cne of the companies
was also employed to deliver direct fire but the B/S artillery battalion made no
effort to coordinate its fires with the result that the compary was unable to fire
after the infintry had advanced into » tree line because of uncertainty as to the
location of our friendly troops. This experience emphasizes the fact that there
should be one centralized authority to coordinate the supporting fires,

Le The SCR 608 radio has been taken from Headquarters Company and each line
company given two 608's. This enables the compary commander to use one radio at
his CP for his executive and at the same time maintain gonstant commnication with
Battalion and his platoons vherever he mgy be., This has resulted in better
communications, since there is alwgys one radio available in cace of a breakdown.

5. We have prepared Graphical Firing Tables for 3" HE (Reduced Charge)
which were printed by the Topographical Engineer Battalion thru the offices of Lte.
Colonel 7aldo Walker, XII Corps, ATO. We have fired 109 rounds of the reduced
charge amunition, (p 0
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8. (ur 5-2 mblizlcc a daily Intel izence Jwrm
swmrary contains ‘nforiration on mine {ields, roads, :one
:imfo*metn'l, numhers ol enenys capiurcd, enernt” r:,-'rLcr:'.a:. d
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that each plainon recelves a corye U .0 nen recelive tohesc norte witn rezt inu-
R B U S R

erest, ond the- have been 2 yrine Cactor in stimulating “:.cl: ' 250 Lo e

ttbig picturer,

7. —cabtulion maintenmce made o [rouser for a ,ﬂf-t"'"C“ Ve guororting
raintenance comprny (129th ¢rd @77, Co) is now i the process of rmaldng erougn
for the vatt-lion, Basis of i sue:s +1vent [rousers per Pa_*"—trac'

Le An electric arc veldins unit riould be ic ued to @ TWDe *n duc to the
large number of armored vehicles autihorized.

U6 itn tinc Yattalion was movir fervirrd rapidly a 'mobile! Taltalion
Amunition. Tump vas tried with -ood success. L2 neces. I’ vr"rliCT cs relre
dispatched lor% ‘ard to a central L~ located woint and tie coord aves of the
loca‘(lorl sent, Tc tihe comnaries, The awmnition tios iscued to the connenies off
the © x O's,

Ide Cne unil in the orpenization turred one of itc 1 1/2-uo*1 VOMCWCS
sasoline vehicle, vrinmeril-, with 211 the corc in Lie COmpaIy MCOLEC, (e
Sommargr cori.onder co.nli dismalch cas 2s necded to his platoons ond sras J_ foxie
core that norovine rabion he could Tae care of fie nlatoon vhich had
et need.

11, n .=
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oclere ouwert of Infantry, e.ch platoon cexrried Tan
vee '10“',:',1 Lnuc reroved for cuick spnlication of uze T
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