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Section III - Narrative

This Battalion less Company A, and one (1) Reconnaissance Platoon
continued it's mission of supporting artillery under ths control of
Division Artillery, Sth Armored Division., This miscion continued froa
the 1lst to 16th, inclusive, and 2,343 rounds were expended on haressing
and interdictory mis:cions, Iuch of this fire was necessarily unobserved
pecause of poor visibility. Fog and rain wuas predominant during this
pericd of the month, which made accuri:te reports of fire difficult to
the extreme, )

Considerable effect was obtained in fire on towns eact of the Sauer
idver. COne oil tank was observed to have been set efire at Neiderwals,.
and many buildings in disenach, =chternach, and sufrounding towns were
observed to hive besen set afire, and undoubtecly damaged, znd positive
results were ohtained,

Uuriny the period 13 to 1€ December an increasing number of German
patrols, planes ~nd gener.l activity became apparent, It became evident
that the eneyy wus becominz agrecsively active in this sector.

Cn 1. ieceaker, Company C, ond one platocn of reconnaissance attached
were ordered to G, 9th Arsored Uivision and coxe wrer ivs conrol and
woved to (¥305-813).

At this time the 8llth Tank Destroyer 3attalion (-) consisted of
Coapiry 3, Recon.alssance Coapany llead uesrters, one pl:itoon reconndssance,
cioneer plstoon, «nd Hewiguarters lompany (=),

at C5Cu hours on 1€ ecembear Gerran ertillery [ire in considerable
strensth began to £all in the Scheldgen, Consdorf area. ZIZneqy pat:ols
were reportud in strength in the are:, and the fo.ward observers were
either unzble tc reach COP's or did so with difficulty because of shelling
end heavy gcround activity., <aptain Farsons was imvolved in snemy action

which, b; this time, was obwviously serious and in deteriined strength. 7
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“he usual incerdictory fire was carri-d sut torsuchout e Lormin .

A feirly hewvy arrtiliery concantration wis received ia Gensdorf st
speroximat=1y 1265, At 1450 orders were received to withdraw tw new
resitions zt (F4§5.60-333.93, in the vicinity of .clatdllig. Cozpany

5 was ordered to new indirect fire positions at (Fu§93.0:-334,78, for
rirst platoon, (F.95.07-334.C2; 2d Platoon, (F495.26~33L.47) 3d Platoon.
5-2 reported that the enexmy had attacked all alorg the VIl Corps [ront. i
In the imnediate sector the towns of Zardorf, Lauterborrn, Osweiler, and
;ic.f:weilgr are now held by the enemy. «aldbilliz was shelled at 0015, 17
Decembher 1944,

AT 1045 on the 17th an enexy force of estimated strength of one

regizent w.s reported advancing itrouth the draw cn our imsediate risht

flank to dulierthal., 4 reconnaissance patrol was recuested by Division
artiliery ‘o investizate and retake ‘mllerthel, lozpany Z was oCdered
into direct fire positions w0 repel a possitle armored attack.

-t 11X hours the Zzttalion care under control of 04, 9th armorec
Divisien. ouslling of our cositions contimued intermittierly,

ircop 2, 89th econnaissance i,uadron was ordered by the Commanding
Cilicer, Joa, to take conzrl of kullerthal and help contair the German
advarces. 3afore this was possible one platoon of Troop A, 89th Recon-
naissamce, viich was at that time in iullerthal was coopelled to with-
draw., At the instigition of the Sattalion Coamszender, 81::&. Tank Destrojer P
Sattalion, cn attack was plammed imdependently in conjuaction wits the '
reconnaissance elements of the 89th Reconrnaissance Siuadron to retake .
lllerthal,

! " The attack began at 1230 hours witk ons Flatoon of Company 3 moving *

/

donr the road inte the drav, with a screen of lismcunted personnel of 4

the 89th ..aconraissance Squadron. The remainder of the reconnaissance

elcoents wers to rttack dismounted over high ground into woods KE of 7g

vwaldoillige The leading destroyer of the first platoon was ;ut out of

< -l.-
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altion o, Taoon fire Lnt wn: Corte” vwere torwelled to vlthiriu,  he
: i aliste zi'2c wzs oS, tive Indi: iicin ol strength, ectinstel o e <
at le-st b e wnf 22 u.:nts of the force w.ore reforzad .nd the

sttaca resurei at 1307 Foxs it the resmiining

section, 2n. i.8:0un.:C zen proceeding doun the draw, an? the second

3

section to atiaci

dih we eleasats of disccunted msn over wne high growd,

lesuliss Jour rachine

o5 dariness fell ull el:pents ore withdrawn,
Jas telfinlisly luicc.ed out, znd 13 anemy dead. iiew estirzte of anany
strantth in draw - ons2 rattalion., CJutgoocts were :stakbl sied for the
Schte Lo 9l frowaflield was jiven comnd of the sector froa Mullerthal
o vooinity of Savelicra by C3a ixamier. Company £ hLad three .aen
wounded and four missinz. Lead usrters Somany hid tiro men wourded., at
this tilze one plitocn of Uivop ~ and Troop F, 89t Recoanaissanc: Szuadron
cam:uder wu. dion con‘.;'ol.
uriag the next ferr days artillery fire on our pesitions continued to
. pe heavy, and causad consideraole damage ¢ both persoanel axl equijaat.
. Lo direct attacks were received, but infora:tion indicated hesvy attacks

d
on surrounding slements. Tne time was speat in coansclddating ,/a'sr.ltrmgth-

ening position as well as possible for expected attacks. OQur artillery

gave constant support throughout iae period and hslped to amke our positions

tenatle.
. Ca the 19th in 2 coordinated effort, with the unit on our left, cne
platoon of Company B destroyed a fara house by direct fire, ami Kkilled ' -

and wourdsd an unknown muaber of the enesy. This made it possible fer
adjacent units to capture &l prisoners. At this time priscners were

. Mentified as being members of 5th Company, 988th Regiment, 276th VG
Division. They reported about 4O dead and waunied in the howse. The

had crossed the river op the lith and had received no suppliss due to '7?

the accuracy of artiliery and T fire,

~



http:cont.inlJ.ed

e g ;e v e

< s,

A

Bzcause of heavy pressure a plan of withdr.wal was proposed for
cll units, but the round would be held to the maximum degree. The
ri at flenk was st tic due to the pressure of friendly elements. '

On the corning of the 20th taree prisaiers from 7th Company, 2d
3, 98;?;*\ Regt, 276th Vi, wers taken by [roop 3, 89th Reconnaissance
S;:usdrons These men stated that they haa no tanks, and only horse

drawn “runsport.tion. Our artillery and Ti's fire was so effective

in lmllerthal Draw 42t one~half of {nelr company was killed or
woundeds, The division and reginenc commanders were also killed,
Ti.» deseription of ‘he éffect of our rires was sgraphically stark; it

wa. legeribed in the following wards: "ihe shrapnel was just like

wprles £allisg Zfros the trees®. The re:iment crossed the river on
“ua‘ay on cavles uni funned out to protect bridge construction,aftor
wrdcl they moved into the Lrav. The plan of attack was for the left
battelion to flank .aldLilli, with an attack on Christnach while
sinultaneously the ri ht battalion attacked aldbillig from the
ri-hte The uorule wasA coer ani asny men wished to surrerde.r, but-
vere thieatened with deutn by their officers,
at 1430 hours the eneqy infantry esticated to be one company supp.ort.ed

Cy two tenke attacked fronally fro: the directioa aof Haller at 968-338

and were reculsed.  The attack came on azeln at 1630 (approximately two

N

cogranies with t.ree more t.nks; and st darkness fell the enam +wdtndrew
luving approxisately X dead, ons tank Jestroyed sn. one prox.ble (con=-

fimmel oy arty La plane the following day). ¥ 4

Juving this aciion the rear ecihelon -ithdrew to luristaack, and

&t d.rkness the cazb:t elexants also v thdrew to high groundi Sw of

.
weldeillize Tnis bacame necessary because oo iasuificient infantry

out;0sts screen was put out.
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Task “arce Juurberladi cozreosel of two infantiry coapanies, one

Tang coiprany, -2 ane field artill:erny catialicn, was arcered o

attecx aldiilldg oz 10 hours on 1 vecirmber 1944 and take
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high groumd. to the narth, panlng through our positions. Task Force -

Brownfield was to act as support for this operation, After two delays

the attack jumped off at 1030, and gained the town. TD's aupported

by direct fire from high ground. Because of infcntry casualties it be-
came necessary to withdraw at night fall into the positions of Task

Force Brownfield on high groun:b to southwest of Waldbilldig. During the
n—— night one company of 6lst Armd Inf Bn, 10th Armd Div, was brought forward
' to outpost the positions and provide necessary protection for oy armor. )
All troops came under control of Task Farce Xrownfield. T
During the following few days the situation became static with the -
enemy holding Jeldoiliig., One small enemy attackg was uounted on the

23d from draw on right flank, tut it wes beaten off. During this entire

! - periad our positions receilved almost constant srtillery and small arms |

- fire both in the forward positions and in the town of Christnach. One

4 j mortar rounmd landed inside the turret of a destrcyer, killing one mn

and wourdin, one,

The eneay contimisd to bring up artillery and rainforcements a2nd
tank activity wa~ reported throurhout the area. Our artillery contimied

to pound suspected enemy sun posiiions in and aroumd aldhillig,

R

Cn the morning of the 24th elements of the 1lth fegt, 5th Division,
began an attack through ouir cositions. At this time all of Task Farce
rrovnfield was alerted far ~overent. iurin- the day our -uns were in

direct support of the above mentioned atteck.

b 5T . b

At 2030 on the night of 25 December the hilleting party of this ’

organization and attached units left for Ztalle, Belziuw. The following
morning 21l of our unite vere relieved wnd departed for assannly area
at Schrondweiler, At this time cue to aAch'a.nge in orders CC4 wis criered
o Tionjuay, 3z_ lum, to support thz Lth amd Div. All units of Cla

: Jump=d
L gl

of in attack oa Sibret and Villeircux at C720 cu the 26th. Cne platoon of

b e s e Mot SRR K e

Soupany E, reconnalissance section attacned, were witi Tasx Force Karsteder,
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one plz ocon «md recormzissiance sec ion vith Tasx Sorcc Zollins, =rn”

Tack Torce Tisunfisld, sairesad of Low:iny 2, Slluk

T. i, Trolp 3 _nd

g of 29th Hen <y, Co.pany A, 9tk dngrs and racannal:icance of 11k Tuo
-1, rernined in rszarve uader the directicn of the Zootcliesn Ccuxanier,
ering the day all forwari elements moved to Vaux-Lei-Ro:i_ers.

The aission 0 Lie recerve w.s to protect the roed to Bestome with

. zctive petrols wnxd stlra.tigic&lly Frzced outposise During this Lize i
! those el ments of this organizetion vwith other Tasx Forces meniioned, |
supported them with direct fire sugport, ‘

_Tne fallowing acccu..t 1 tre repart of the zction of the Ist
rlatoon of voigany B with Tesx Force Kirsteder, in the vicinity of
Villerouxs

taround 060C haurs on the ..orning of the 30tk Sergeant Stacy
had sisntec either a Mark IV ar Mark V tauk direcily to his froat,

izmediately sivin, coumands Lo zunner, Corparal Haicher, the dsstroyer

s W swiftly fired three rounds of APC at approximate ranse of 600 yards.
. ALl thrse roumds hit their mark destroying the enemy tank completely. . !
' A few hours later at about 0900 hours, Sergeant Kucinski's des- -

troyer, and gunner, Corporal Rush, sighted a large tank at aprroxisate
range of 800 yards, With the first round of APC the tank was knocked : v

out am set afire., The infantry confirmed t:is and saild it was a

Mark VI tank, Sonetime hater this same destroyer got :L‘n their sights
either a Mark V or Mark VX. With thres rounds it was Xnocked out,
but did not burn. Still later in the day Sergeant Kucinski's crew

R knceked cut an eneay machine gin nest and possibly a mortar. In the )

o ' slae viclaity Sergesat Nergaa's -8 with Pfc Beetly knesked cut an  ®

ecesmy vocupied half-track at spproximate rengs of 800 yards. Ia knock- |
ing this vehlcle out they used their 37as, 50 saliber and 30 caliber | o ‘

| mschine gun,® | : b g I
‘ Ltoa;oﬁ;obmu.mm.m-mumu!? .
mmx‘a&mouohamumum.m Mtb




Juring tne afternean elements of th= 11t rwi Civ passed shrough chis

a

~

posidon, 2ad 4t 1727 Lhe rerarve retired to criinal positicus

!

; Vaui~les-zosiers.

at th=2 zmonen's end the pesitions meationed avove wire vein_ held.

i Laroutmout the ealirs oceruiion all elermants o the pattaliou were
forced to lijht « defansive battle. Iil-:juiprsed to cope with groumd

L0038 in close contuci, all tiok threc..s were =ffectivel, nandled, and

0 undnown auzoer of enany iafinairy wos kilisd or wounded, tuus effecctive-
Ly 03liing enesy orosress until reiaforcamanis oculd be brought into

acilion.
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