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):;: -: un I - r.t!'o:i;]ct::'on 

~. 	 ,,~,.i ;';'illi.c- ~H!"' i. s ":u. ...: •. , ~~;r.al:. .:r..lr ~.;" 
j_..;:,et.-·"~:";:"2C'~X, ';r.e.nJ.dl~ 

2dl.:""1Cr. _.-;!S, ~~: .... ~~. 

:::c]~ii!'..i' 2./-:; !,'X; .5h~et "'" ;702, ;, 53..;.2, :3 
';~,",~4. '::::)2,3; :lC2, 3, ~, 0.2:'.2, :',:"", 
::;--, J, 4. 

:·!'"~.::ce and .?~::.. ~!..-:._ }/~.5,CJv; 3r.'3et 121 ::~, 
l/;,·,Ju.: • .:3""et L:.1':'7. ::.~. 1...:1,122. 1.36, 
137. 

5~~t:m e;;. .. .:. E-'::-;.nce 1/1Cc,J~-":, ::05. ~-l. T-l~ 
~;-lJ ~.:. l~ !L 17. 

~ro;>~ Diaj l.~t;S .::arter .~-::~. ::lln 1/209,000, 
~:~. ...,., 1I2OC.0OJ, 4. 56 

..... .. .....·-~s :oLe ~~!"i.:>:! .x30.'1~Of.lcj tlr 3__ t;"'llion 
o::er ...+:.ed u:l:i::' cr:'" "~lc··':'.v co,;r:anders, 

Lt. ~l n...... =r~·r,nf:eld. - :;~~:'~i,)fJ. .;o~-:r..;,arrler. 
';J.~.c.!'\.V A. - ';J.;:: ;:-.;:-.::r" .J. ':~~.)nin 

1st Lt;:;;.rtor. ~. Sa':.ffl r 
~;;Ult:<-[~::3 ~a~ _ France S. J.:.c';)aid.~ 

:::0.;. -:.C.... C - Capt. ;)~vid 3. Collins 
?::.a .;.;. ,.>~ - ;"'~t Saa::.lel .i. P.:..r:::o.,s 
ECi E~ ~ - ~p!;. i~~wa.-d P. Clarke, Jr. 

~pt. John lakel, Jr• 
.;)octiO:l II - .3t-c.t.i.::tic~ Data. 

ot! totAl~ 

• 
1. j;jJ,led in action T 7 --r 

Died c~ .;ounia or InJuries 1 1 
.;o..uned or I ..l,jured in actiao 3 32 35 
J.Li~ in,!; in ~t.ion 4 7~ 82 
C~tured 
~ick !: Otr.~r Noa-Battle Loa. ~ ~ A.. 
i'otal. 1.0.;05 ea 	 l2 14) l5S 75' 

"'" 	 ttoY 
-.... 

- 1

. k\ 
\ 

r 
- _..--.-~--~---. --......-~-~' ....... ----~-"..-. 


http:r.e.nJ.dl


( ( 

2. Pel_onn~1 :::ep11cement.>: 

... 	 Off '..\; 
8 JecerrJ:- '" C- "0 ~ 

12 December 0 -2 ..!. 
Total U 0 7 

t. Ret.urned to Dut8 - 1. 

,, 	

1';1 Jdce..\ber - 1 
2(: uec Err.ber - 3 
22 Jecember - 2 
2J Jee E..-:i:l d1' - .L 

- ~., 

lotal B 

4. 	 ; er,icuL-. r Losses: 
.:;; ~ Totallh ~ 

~I', ";'1':001' ed, U"ility, 1.:-2C 2' '7 -r 
C"l' , J'.r J:JJr' cod , 1,':'c>::~' 1,',-8 3 3 
\.: .... 1·: i~ ,oe, ;,'.)w1', 76.:.:.) ~.-1~ 4 3 10 17 
:'lwer l/.. I'uJ.-.., 2 'Nh ce1 , 

";.J.r, . .)o 1 1 
.1':. il.'!r J "'';':.0 , L.-l'J 1 1 :3 5 
:'lUC:': 1/!, T~n, l.;xh :3 4 4 1 5 17 
.rc:.:Unr .. 1 Tell, 2 ,lIeel 

J ~r ~-c 1 1 
t' ~:""~Ll{, 31... .. C'.J., 4X4 "':I/C, 
t' .. /12 V,;1t. "';'~,- ~ t,.;r: 1 1 

.i...:.ck 2. 1/2 JJJ" oxb 	 1 -.l....
:...t ::1 4 13 5 ,,' 55.•0 

7o~, :-:~ 


7v.~.u., ...t'; 

~. )v L:Z 3j,~4v
,.......... - 1~)7.:,J 

,2;.,.1. '" (~ fle 8,264 
V. 1. ).. ~,-l'0ine '., '7 56 
';';"1 •.•,~~l 90J 
;7u ..l"':" E~ llq 
j '1.;..-:, ,~" ~ 
37.:,:~, ::<..nis:.er 12 
~l!L.:'., ...:l!'t:.i. r, Hi:: 7::' 
,~kets, ..U J J.:c,,\3 1..:;6 

~ , ~.1r ,;..fl........ e, .. ~.1. 95 
'..in '"' .•:', H':;,. !.liu is':' 
~r 3n:-u..--: ~, .~ ..:..~d, Fr.:-g - 537 

{ /~ 
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Section III - Narrative 

J Thia Battalion less COmvaI\Y A, and ane (1) RecoMaiss&nce Pla~QD 

continued it's mission or supporting artillery W¥ier the control or 

Division Artiller,y, 9th ArIIIOred. Division. This IDisf:ion continued from 

the lBt to 16th, inclusive, and 2,368 rowrls \'/ere expended on harassing 

and interdictory mi.sdons. I',llCh of this fire was necessarily unobserved 

aecause ot poor visibilit.v; FOb and rain wc.s predominant during this 

per1cxi or t.he :!IOnth, which made accllr,!te reparts ot tire difficult to I
j. 

the extreme. 

Considerable eftect was obtained in fire on towns ea:lt of the ::Jauer 
", 

:'Liver. One oil t<:.nk was observed to have been set efire at Neiderwais,. 

:.nd 'IIal\Y builc!1nr,s in .:lisena.ch, ":;chterm.ch, and surrounding towns were 

observed to h:.;.ve been set o.i'ire, and uncioubtedl,y damaged, and positive 

results .ere o~taL.ed. 

uurin;, the period 13 t..:l 16 D(.ce.'!lber an ir.creasing n.unber of Oarman 


~trols, i;lanea ;.om glmer:.! activit,y became apparent. It became evident 


t,bat the ene..q 1'I;;,S beco.'llinf: agrecsiveJ.,;r =>ctive in this sector. 


en 1:. Leceater, Co,~:'.ll,Y' C, ..nd one pla.to;.n of recon-,aissaree attached 

were ordered 1.0 C~, 9th ..I.rmoroo iJivision and c~e W'lier it-s con~rol and 

.';'r. this t.1.'Ue the Stith 'rank Destroyer :3...ttalion ~-) co:-.si3ted of 

Co"'i,,·.qy 5, it.:!con.a.issance CO.Jofal\Y !!e:Jri u...rters, one p:u.. toon reeoMEsance, 

pioneer pk toon, dlld He,"iquarters :;ot:;)any (-) • 

...t ObJv hours or. 16 :Jecember Ger:!l<ln artiller.l- tire in considerable 

strenL"th b~gan to fall in the Jcheidgen, Consdorf area. 2.ntl!JV patl'OlB 

wer! report<..<i in strengt'1 in the are", ~nd. t!1e fO.'"Ward oose:,vers wer~ 

eitr.er un~b1e tc reach OP's or did so with dU'ficult,y bec<,llse of shel!.ing 

..r.d he~.v~' grO'.ll't: 'lctivit,y.;I'.ptain farsons was involved in ellem,y action 

whie h, b;, tr.is ti.'!'.8, was obviously serious and in deter• ..ined strength. '77 
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,j. i\,i;'J..,· he:.vy ar".iller,y concentra';.ion w~s received i;1. Cc:.sdor! at 

:;,p!,-::-.:-JdI:;...to:~- 1245. At 145') orde:-f! were received to wit.hdraw tc new 

oJ wo.s o !'de red to new indirect. fire positions at (l-~93.0~-3}.:..78j for 

first pL.toon, (f....95.07-334.C2; 2d FLtoon, (f495.26-33i,..47) )d Platoon. 

S-2. reported. tha ':. the e.ne~ had attacked all along the r.JI Corps front. 

In the iamsii:l.te sector the tonUs of Berciorf', L:.:J.terborr., Osweiler, an1 

.;iC:~ei1er :;.re now held by th'~ ~err~. iialdbilllg was shelled at 0015, 17 

December 1944 • 

..l.t. 1045 on the 17th 1\'1 enetl\Y' force of esti -.a ted strength of one 

flank to 1l11lertha1. :;. reconnlloissance ~tro1 wa.s r&:"u~te.;! ~:., ;;1vision 

..rtiL.ery to investigate and retake l..uUert.hs.l. ;O:;PL'l,.7:;: was o'-c.ered 

into .::iirect fire pos: tions to repel a ;'o~sible ar:::oreci attack • 

. ,to llX ho'J.rs the ::.:..ttalion .:ame uaier control of ;CA., 9th ~oreC 

':'ro.: op ::, 89th :-.econnaissance .:: ....uadron WlB ordered oy the .Jo3ll&nding 

C.;:~'icer, ;';,0, to take con:..r1 of' l:ullerthal an:. help conta.ir. the :ierman 

sdva!:~es. i)3!ore this Wall possible one platoon of Troop A, 89th Recon

naissan: e, ,.,:U.c~ was a t tho, ':. tiae in 1.0111erthal was coJlpell ad to wi th

draw. At tte ir.stig.'tion o! the 3c.ttal.ion Co~er, Sllt!'. Tank Destro~r 

S...ttalion, ...n attack was p1a.'red irdependentl.l in cO!1jll."lctio:: ritr. the 

recorr.aiss:u:~e elements of the ~9U1 Recoru::dssance S~uRd:-on to retak, 

1!cllertt-.a1. 

•'!he attack began at 1330 hours wi!.t on, ;;latoon OJ! Co.pan,y 3 IIIOVine 

CO,.,!': the ::-oad into t!"!e o::"'l.':, with a screen of ':is!llt''.lnt$! ~ersoMel o! 

the 89tb .. ;colll:a1ssaace Sc;ua.dron. lbe rem.&i.-x!er of the recOGDa1ssance 

e1C11'ents ?iere t.o f. t.t.<:.ck dismunted over high ground into wood. D ot 

;·iiJ.d~il..ll&. The leading destroyer of tbe first pl&toco 1fU ~ut GUt of 

• -4
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"t!'~r:.;-;t': ir. ira"" - one i::attal!.o:.. ':'Ut.:.~ts .... ere .".st~:":siled for the 

:-...1":'::; the next f fIl1 days a? tillery fire 0:1 our posi tions cont.inlJ.ed to 

be ~e...VJ~ :un ~\Ilad. cOllSjderaiae damage to botb personnel am e-luipn4llt. 

1..;) .iirect attacks were received~ but inforJl;. tiao irxiicate:l hes,yy att.&cD 

on surrOWlCiin,; uec1ent6. The t1tl1e was BpeAt in COMoJ.4.cl&tin& ~freogth
enin6 ;>oai ti:Jrl all well a8 possible for eXpected attacM2. Our art1l.le17 

gave constant support tt.:"OugtlOLlt ~e period and r. slped to _Ice our po.1t.1oM .. 
teoaCle. 

. 
Co the 19th in a coord1nated ettort~ with the unit on our lett.. OD. 

platoon ~ Coi1paqr B deatro,red & tara bOIl.. b,y d1nct. tho., am Idll«l 

am wowxhd an unImom DWlber or the _.... 1b1a &Id. it. poadb1. ter 

...,&cd uaits to cap... 61 priaon.... At tb1.s tJa. pd.-on...... 

tient.Uied .. be1Da .....,... or 5t.h CoJipaJV, 988th a.p.8Ilt., 276th 10 
; 

Dbialca. '!by reported about 40 dea4 aDd 1IIIIWIIl«l ill ttl. b.-... 'Ib.,... 
bad ....«l th. ri'Y" OQ the 14tb and had no.iT«l Il1O ....., tee 0 •• 

the &OCVa07 • ..t.1lleq Me! 11) nr.. 

http:cont.inlJ.ed
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3"caus e 01' h841."'y pressu:'e' a pl;;.n of wi thdr;,wal, W1.S proposed for 


;;.ll units, but the ,;routxl lIOuld be held to the tnax'on)Q do~ee. The 


ri .tt. rlMk WlI.3 at. tic due to t!1e pressure of frienrU.y elements. 


Of. tho c.orning 0: tlIe 20th three pri::;o.lers from 7th :::OJllP<'~ J 2d 


;ln, <;l87t.h i:tlCt, 276th 'Ij~, werct taken by i)'oop 3, 89t."l li.econn~issance 

, , 

.;; ;.u<>d.ron.1l1ese men 6ta~ed th:.t the,,' haa no tanks, :"00. onl.y horse 


drawn ':.ransporl~t1on. Our 3""tillery and TD's tire was so effective .. -.~'-' 


in Wllerth.u Draw tl':a:, one-half or' ',ne1r company WIUI killed or 


lI'O'Jaied. '~"e division aM rec;imeCli:. c-"U.<l3.roers were also ld..lt'ed. 


wac .;~::;cl·ibed in the followin.; WCl'dsl II'':he ahr~pnel was ~ust like 

...prIes f,,;,lli.:g :ro,;, the trees". Th", re~iruent crcsse;i the river on 

hroic L t he.;' ;nov~ int.:> :he:;ra.,. :he plan of atta.ck was for the left 

~at~lion to fhnk .iald\.Jilli! '.\1. th an ::.tt~ck OLl Gm'~t.nach while \ . 
~u::t:1 wne,:,.::;l,; the ri,J'.t ~~tt;J.lion att.ack~ :al.tltilUg fro;:, the 

l'~.:ht. ~'he ,,;or ..le WllS ,'001' J.n.:i :mI\}' men wished 1:.0 :;urrenier, but' 

were t.h.'~tenEd tcU, de~tn by their of!,icers • 

... to :L.jJ ilo'Jrs th~ enE'.;/' i:J.1':~ntr.)· esti.:::..ted t..> be one cOll'fans supported 

i

I, 

t! ,
I" • 

Ju,'in~ this ac"io:l the rear echelon.ithdrew to Cllri.;t.1.&ct'., and 

out:,osts serea., was ;-".It oo.:t. 
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high groua:l, to the ncrth, paadng through our poaitiorw. 'l'uk 'orce 

Brownfield wal to act .. support tor .thil opeI'ation. Alter t~ de1a1B 

the attack jwr.ped ott at 1030, am gained the town. m's aUpPorted 

b¥ ci1rect t=-e tr_ h1t;b &round. Becau•• ot inf'Z).ntrr casualties it be

came necessarr to with4raw at nlP.J\t tall into the poeitl.OM or Task 

Forc. Brownfield on hiBJl ~owri' to southw.. t ot iV~bUl1g. During the 

night one COIIIp&D,1 ot 6l.at Arm Int Bn, 10th Ar.d Div, waa brought forward 

to outpost the positions and provide nece••arr protection fbr OUT a!'llllOr. 

•All troOpli calle under control or Task Perce 3l'ownfi.ld. 

Our1n.g the tallowing tew da,ys the situ'ltion became sta.tic ld.th the 

ene.G\Y holding ·,/~l.dbill~g. One small elIelI.Y atta::k was .r..ounted on the 

23d tram draw on right flank, but it was beaten ott. During this entire 

feria.:i our positions recai'.ed .wnost constant 'il.rtlllerr and small. arms 

fire both in the forward positions am in the tOlCl or Christnach. One 

IIIDrtar roun:l landed ins:lde the turret 0: a destro.1er, killing one sn 

'!he enellW continled to bring up a! tillerr and r~inforcements and 

tank activity ws..~ reported throuehout the area. Olr artillery conti1l1ed 

to pound suspected 8!l<1!li¥ .;un posi':.ions in a.tD a1'outD ~i&l.dbilllg. 

On the lI\Orn~ of the 24th elements of the llth Ft.egt, 5th Division, 

began an attack through 011." p~5 tions. At th!..s t~e all of Task Farce 

nrol.nfield was alerts! fer ::-.ovec:ent. Durin:: the day our::une were in 

direct support or the above mentioned attack. 

~t 2030 on the night or 25 Dec.mer the txUleting partr of this 

orga.nizaUOll aM a.ttached '",nits lett for At.aJ.le, Belgiwt. The loUohing 

morning all of our units ~;ere relieved 4!".d departed far ass~:u..r area. 

a.t ~chronch\'llll.er. At this time due to a change in ordere C~ \'t;:;.s cniered 

vi in r.ttack on Sioret <ltD VilleirY...x at C7-;O c.~ t~e 26th. One platoon of 

Co...r:l.lV E, :recor...'l~ssance section att~ched, were ,':it;: Ta.&is: force Karsteder, 
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The wiscio:: o~ ~i,e re~erve w...-S to protect ~r..'! roe.d to 3 ....... ,);:"11e wit~ 
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thase el-=nents of :his org3.nhation \lit!-, other T~~ Forces .:er.<..ioned., 

s~Dported thea nth direct fire sup;ort. 

_ Ine f~o""ir'6 ace.:t:. .. t i tr.e replrt. of the d.ction of the J.s t 

platoon of ';;;)"-i-a.IJ3 .0 wien Ta~~ farce I:...-.;teder~ in the vicinit.1 of 

It..r;)U:.~ ObC): ~~:-s or. the .~rnir.,; of the 3et!'; Sergeant St,oC.1 

had sisr.tec. eit.r.er 9 1l£.:it IV or l!ark V ~Jc direcw.,r to his !rollt ~ 

i:::.n::e1iatel,y eivin,:, OO.oIliaads :0 gumer, Corpcral Ha:cher, the deetr0.1er 

swifU.r fired three rounds at A1!C at approx1lD.ate range or 600 pl'C1s. 

All thrH rauQia hit thfll!.r mar-k deetro¥ing the eo... tank cOllpletel,r. 

.A. t .. houre ]a ter at abolt 0900 hours ~ Sergeant IucillsJd. 's dee

tray.r, and gunner, Corporal. lbsb, si.ghted a larse t.aGk at approx1Jt:lte 

range ot SXl yard.. With the tirst round ot APC the taDk 1IU knock.t 

out am set afire. 'i'he intantr;{ eanfirmed t::is and said it. .... a 
... 

IIark VI tank. So'llet.imellt.r this s_e deatro,rer got in their sights 

either a Mark V or Mark VI. With tAr.. rawns 1\ ... )mock__t., 

bat. tiel DOt _A. SUlllat... 1A t.M 4., s..paat. .oiMJcl.'. cr. 
kDookC GIlt. all ~.a.cbiM .. ....t. _ poaaj.bl,r a Mrt.ar. IA til. 

J 
.. Y.lc:1att.,. .......t.IItr...• • ..., 1d.tIt I.h ........, b ...... _to _ • 

- .. oeoup1c balt-tz'uk at. 1pPI'adaat. .... fit aoo,..,u. III JmooII

1Jt& tbl. ~. _to tatr 1UItd thtlLr 3'1-. SO uU.bw &Ill ,0 ot.1iher 

AMbia. .... 

.;. 

-. 
.- . 

...... ~.:tt... ...·t.ft Qaak ~ 'f8k ~.• 0Il:U"~.:~~ 
, .1',' 
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