: HEADQUARTERS 811TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
' I uoaos,u.s.kma

11 February

wn.m{c-r. After Action Repart Against the Enesmy, 1-31 Jamuary 19%5.

™ ¢ The Adjutaat General, U. S. Aray, Washington, D. C.

THRU s Commanding General, éozu'xnrmtry D;I.v:laion, A¥O 80, U. S. Army.
1. Submitted herewith in accordaace with paragraph 10, AR 345-105,

as amended by Change 3 and Change 4, reparts After Action Agdnat the Eneay
for the &1th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for the period 1-31 Jamary 1945.

2, During the period covered by this report this command was attached
to the 9th Armored Division, 7th Tank Destroyer Grewp, 17th Airborne Iafantry
Division, 87th Infantry Division, and llth Argored Division. Im addition

ortions of this Battalion were attached to the 4th Armored Division, through
CA of the th Armored Division, and also the 101st Airborne Infantry Division.

3. Even though, in the opinion of the commanding generals mentioned in
paragraph 2 above, this Battalion opersated efficiently while under their
command, 1% is oy belief that a tank destroyer battalion could operate much
fiore efficiently if it were attached to one division permanently. This would
enable the tank destroyer battalion and the division to work ocut standing
operating procedures, to learn what to expect of each other, and what not to
expect, thereby becoming familiar with how each other operated. The morale
of both orgsnizations would be greatly improved. Further, the knowledge that
they would be relieved with the division to which they were attached woul:l

greatly increase the morale of the tank destreyer battalion,
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SECTION
S-3 REPORT
1-3 Jamary 1945
This battalion less uompany A, and one platoon of Reconnaissance vompany,
and Uompany U, and one platoon of reconnaissance were attached to CCA, 9th
Arﬁxored vivision, and contimed on it's mission of support with the A4th Armored
vivision in retaking the surrounding towns around Bastogne, Belgium, and direct
support in the opening the Neufchateau and Bastogne highway. Uuring the first
few days of the month they were being held in reserve in position at Vaux-Les-
Rosier, Belgiume
3-6 January 19,5
At 1430 hours, 3 January 1945 CCA and attached units were ordered to a
marshalling area at Traimorant, Beigium, and on 4 Jamary units attached to
CCA (-), Company B and one reconnaissance platoon, &1lth Tank Destroyer Sattal-
ion, made a motor march to Touteron, France, via Etalle, Belgium, Virton, mon-
medy and vedan, rrance. vompany B and one reconnaissance platooa were erdered
to report to Geaeral Taylor, Belgium, Barracks, Bastogne, Belgium, on an im-
dependent mission. (A brief discourse of their activities follows at the end
of narrative for the period of 3-17 Jamuary 1R.5) Headqurtcra/and Headquarters
Company, 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion, closed in at Touteron, France, and
Reconnaissance Company (-) three platoons closed in at Cherbogne, France, where
they remained until 8 Jamary 19%5.
6~8 vamary 1945 ‘
On 6 Jamary 135 the 811th Tank Lestroyer Battalion less Company A, B,
C and three Reconnaissance Flatoons were relieved fron attached CCA of the 9th
Arpsred Livision and reverted to vivision contral, and Compamy C, &11th Taak
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811th Tank Destroyer Scttalion, were relieved from attacued to Cui, yth Armored
Division, and reverted to dattulion control, They were billeted at Les Louches,
France. On 7 January 195 '«‘bmpam' A and one reconnaissance platoon of Recon=
naissance Company, 311th Tank Destroyer Sattalion, were relieved from attached
CCB, Yth Armored Division, and reverted to Battalion control.
8-16 January 1%5

On 8 January 1%5 th§ 811th Tank Destroyer Baitalion was rel:fevod from
9th Armored Division and attached to 7th Tank Destroyer Group, and were -
ordered to move to the vicinity of Bellefountaing Belgiums Reconnaissance
Company closed in at 3ellefountaine, Belgium; Headquarters and Headquarters, v
and Company C closed in at St. Marie, Belgium, and Company A closed in at |
Fratin, Belgiumes On 10 Janusry 1945 Company C, which consisted of only two
gun platooas, and one platoon of Reconnaissance Company, 8l1th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, was ordered Lo move to Vaux-Les-Rosiers, Belgium, and remain in
reserve for an anticipated tank attack in freat of the 17th Airborane Infantry
Division. After a shift was made in the remaining equipment in the battalion,
one platoon of Company A was ordered to move to the position of Company C, and
Campany C with one platoon of Company A were attached to the 602d Tank Destroy-
er Battalicn. (A brief discourse of their activities follow at the end of this
repart.) During the period 10-16 January 1945 the remaining elemeats of the
Battalion were busily engaged in getting reequipped and refitted for further
possible action. |

17-25 Jamuary 1945 \

On 17 Jamary 15%5 the 8l1th Tank Destreyer Battalion was attached te

17th Airborne Infaatry Division, and moved to the vicinity of Berteges, Balginm
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P(52-67)s A forward command post was established at Compogne, Bdg:lul P(550-671.)
where opcnt.iom were carried on in conjunction with the different regiments of

the 17th Adrborae Infantry Division. The £11th Tank Destroyer Battalion Rear
closed in at Bertogne P(SM?); Baoonnmomo Oomuv at Maz, Belginm
P(547-T1); Ooqptw A less one phtooa at Loagchanmp, Belginm P(535-635), later
moving t.o‘Givu, Belgium P(500-657); Oomu,y B who was w the 19th
Glider Infantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne Infantry Division at Wioourt,
Belgium P(60-68) and Company C who was supporting the 507th Parachute Infaatry
of the 17th Airborne Inf;l.ntry Division and closed in at Vissule, Belgium

P(500-657)s Little resistance was encountered throughout u;-t of the period.

On 19 January }%5 the second platoon of Coapany G.novd to the viocinity of
Houfalize, Belgium P(70-70), and fired eleven roumis of HE and one round of HVAP

on a church steeple located at Vissule, Belgium. Froa 1nfor-§10t; received this
was bo:l.ng used as a German Q.' On 20 Jamary Company B moved ‘to the vieinity

of Steinbeck, Belgiua P(64k=6%)e Actual angagement with the enesy becass more

or less static and was confined mainly to patrolling with both Company B and C
being held in readiness. The chief obstacle being the weather, terrain, o¢casional

roadblocks, mines and destroyed bridges. On 22 January Caspany C's gun positions

were moved to one-half mile east of Limerle, Belgium, and sup’ortod the 1934
@ider Infantry Regiment. Gun positions were moved to P733-755) on the moraing
of 23 Jamary 13%5. Position of Coapany B remained the same, On 25 January
195 Gompany G moved to vicinity of Hauthbellain, Luxembourg (7&5-749): Company
B closed in at Wattermal, Belgiua P(75—77) in support of 513th Glider Infantry
Regiment, and forward CP clesed in at Steinbeck, Belgium E591-T35).
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26=28 Jamary 195
Oa 26 Jamary 195 Gompany C moved to Huldange, Luxembourg (771-745) and

Battalion CP closed in at same location at 1900 hours the same day. Reconfai-
am@ Company (8) twe platoons closed in at same looation at 1600 hours. The
811th Taak 'D_uti'qir Battalion rnih‘ni frem attached to »t.he 17th Airborne
Infantry Division and attached to tp.'s?t.h Infantry Division, Company B was
used to support the 3kéth Infantry Regiment ami Company C was supporting the
347th Infantry Regiment. The Beconnaissance Platoons with Companies B and C ,
81lth Tank Destrqyer Battalion, were relieved and reverted back to cm
contrdl, With Reconnaissance Company under sattalion contraol the platoons were
sent on reconnaissance aissions on 27 Jamuary hssisting 1n the support of both
Companies B and G of the 811th Tank Destrayer Battalion. Two platoons of
Company C advanced to Lenglor,. Luxembourg (860-776) and Company B advanced to
Eppeler, luxesbourg (8®-7_95). ‘One platoon of Reconnaissance Company r;eoivod
light enemy artillery fire in Gruflange, Luxembourg, but it did not delay their
alssion, Two piviseners of war were taken by the thind platoon of Reconnaissance
Company .
_ - 29-31 Jamuary 1945

On 29 Jamary 195 conditions remained practically the same as }tho previous
da&. I‘athor conditions were such that operation of the destroyers over the
terrain was hindered. Late on 29 January 195 q-dera were received frcm 1T
Corpe Hoadantors that the 8&11th Tank Destroyer Battalion would be relieved
from attached to the 87th Infantry Division and was attached to the 11th Armored
Division, and would be held in Vorps reserve. The 602d Tank Uestroyer Battalion
relisved Companies B ami G in the line.

All during the period of operation it was apparent that all along the
Division secter the enemy wgs withdrawing to the Sigfried Line, and the anly (03
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contact being made was with snemy rear guarde A very weak defensive attitude
was displayed by the enemy and during this period only three enemy tanks were
sighted by Division Air Observation and were never sighted by either Company
B or C,

The Battalion operated successfully under several different commands.
Although both Company B and C operated with a minimum of personnel and equip-
ment, because of previous losses suffered in the imitial counter-attack, their
efforts, initiative and sidll were influential in assisting the clearance of the
Ardennss Sector of the enemy and making possible a further sdvance through the
enemy lines,

- PART II

The activities of Company B, who were not under Battalion control, froa
3-16 January 1945 were as followss

Commanding Officer, Company B, reparted to General Taylar, 1Olst Airborme
Infantry Division, where he received orders to proceed to Savy, Balgium. One

‘ platoon of Company B worked in conjunction with the 327th Armored Infantry of

the 10lst Airborne Infantry Division. After accomplishment of mission they
ware relisved and Company B wad one plat.oon.of Reconnaissance Campany, 8llth
Tank Destroyer Battalion, were attached to Combat Team Cherry, 4th Armored -
Divisica. The first platoon was attached to support che firat Battalica, 50lst

Armored Infantry and moved to (57-60), and the third platoon was attached to

suppart the second Battalion, 501st Armored Infantry. The second platoon was
attached for suppart of the 506th Armored Infantry. W

—attachad for support—ef-the—506th—Armored—Iinfuntrys During this time no eneay

tanks were sighted, but the entire Company worked in close cocperation with the
4th Armored Division in driving the eneay from the towns surrounding Bastegne,

Balgtos. R ./
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The activities of Cumpany C, not under Battalioa contral, from 12-16
Jaluaary 19453

The Coarandir- Officer, Company C, reparted to the Commanding Officax
of the 602d Tani Destroyer Battalion alter closing his column at Juseret,
Balgium P(435~123). On 12 January the Company was assigned to the llth
Armored Uivision «od moved to Longchamps, Balgium. The Company was attached
to CCA of the 11th Armored Vivision on 13 January and one platoon was attached .
to Task Force Stubts o CCA and moved to Monaville, Belginm, On 16 January
CwA ordaered two platoons to move to vicihit.y of Mabompre, Belgium, and were in
position at this point when the 311th Tank Destroyer Battalion was assigned to
the 17th Airborne Division wléh the 1lth Armored Division was ralieved Swlée the
17th Airborne Infantry Division.

\

ELAINE C. TAYLOR,
Major, 10,
3.
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SECTION IX ‘ -
S-2 REPORT
Maps: USOOOOM«&B(L;I.M. ) mnoooomuanrruo..
Saeet No. 93, 107, 106, 121 Sheets 13, 16, 17 & 8. 7.

& 122.
1-3 Jamary 1945

The 8lith Taak Destrayer Sattalion, cemmanded by Lt Cel A._B. mm,
less Company A, with one reccanaissance platesa att.nhd and co.p.w:c, wth
oae reconnaissance platoon remained attached to UCA, 9th Armsred U:I.vhm.

The aission of LCA was to retake towms ti&mdmimm south
and southwest of the encircled eity of Bastogne, Belgiua. Bneay uaits in cen-
tact were the 130th Ps Lehr Vivision and Remer Brigade with elements of the 3d
Px Liv in ‘tho a:‘urob-smohnpl area southwest of Bastogne.

Nompany B, 811th Tank Uestrqyer Battalion, was used in direet uppu't
during the reopening of the vital Neufchatean and Bastogae ny;u, therehy e~
abling supplies to rall :lnt.o the 10st Airboras Infantry U:I.vid.n, as well a8
to allow the evacuation ot wonndd. ‘

The Fioneer Platoon of Reconnaissanoce Company under the leadership of 1t
Paul W. Jones, 0;18237101, on 27 Ugcember 194k removed wreaked vehicles amd read~
blocks from the highwey to perait the flow of traffic to ad from the beseiged
cdty. |

The Battalion forward GP was located at Vaux-Les-Rosiers, Belgium P(“M).

3-8 Jamary 195 ' ‘ L

At 1430 hours, 3 Januery 1945, GOA and attached units wers erdered to -
marshalling area at Traiseat » Balgiuva P(4L61-418), and on the Lth of Jamuary 1%5
units attached to uCA (-), Company B and one reconnaissance platoon, &l1th Tamk
Lestroyer Battalion, made a moter march to Touteren, l;nnoo P(760-091), via \
stalle, Balgium, Virton, Belgium, Montmedy and Sedan, rrance. Headquarters amt
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Headquarters Compaay eloid in at l'oﬁtcron, .
aaissance Company (=) three platecns closed in at Charbogne, France P(725-050),

at 1700 houre where they remained uatil 8 Jamary 1945,
818 Jmary 19hk5
For the activities of the Battalion during the pcriod A Jmm-y 191.5 to
1 Jauu-y 1945 see the S=3 Summary.
© 18-25 January 1945
~ On 18 Jamaary 195 Hesdquarters end Hesdquarters Company, Recoanaissanse
Compary and Company A moved to Bastogne area. Headquarters and Headquarters
Cempany located st Bertogne, Belgium P(522~671) ; forward CP at Coapogne,
Belgium ?(550—672) ; Reconnaissance Company at Bhgﬂux, Bclgiu.l’(ﬂﬂ-?lﬂ , and
Company A st Longohamps, Belgium P(586-635), ' -
The 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion was attached to the 17th Airborne

Infa.ntry Division 18 Jnuu;r 195,
On L9 Jamary 195 the enemy was found to have dug in positions along the
road P(628-708), P(626=704), P(629~704), and along railroad at P(620-689),
P(616-668) and P(617-683). Unocoupied foxholes were located at P(620-677).
Roeay unite oa our froat have been identified as elemeats of 130th Ps Div, 26
Inf Div and GHQ Bagr Units. |
‘Company A, 811th Tamk Destroyer Battalion soved to Gives P(500-657) 1600

'

hours, 19 Jamary 1945.
On zOVJanuary 1945 the enemy contimmed his defensive policy in the area
Alhoument, Belgium P(629-703). Patrels to south of 17th Airborne Infantry

Division ares report negative. There is indications that the eneay is with-

drawing from the Division secter in the direction of east and southeast.
There was continuous patrolling on 21 January by our forces in preparatioan

for attack to the east. (See attack order FO No. 7, 17th Airborne Division,

o sack _ . 4 ¢
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dated 21 January 1% 5). Minefields found in woods cn soth bank of the L'Ourthe
River between P(522-735) and P(6505-7380).

Campany B on the above date was operating with the 194th Glider Iafantry.
vompany C was :.n direct suppart of 507th Parachute Infantry. Patrolling re-
vealed additional withdrawal of Germen forces.

Forward CP, S11th Tank Destroyer Battalion, moved to Tavigny, Belgium
P(644=964), at 1555 hours, 21 Jamary 1945.

On 22 January our patrols received small arms fire at the Luxembourg
border. ZEnemy outpost line is believed to follow Selgium-Luxembourg barder
from P(719-778), P(745-781), P(T4h3-744), and P(747-753)). It is expected that
the enemy will continmue to withdraw to south and southeast.

The enemy dug in at Wattermal, Belgium P(745-771). Hautbellain, Belgium
P(744=T45) has been cleared of enemy. Four Germans killed, five P¥'s taken,
and about forty driven from town by our patrols. The enemy is defending
generally along a line P(744=700), P(750-760), P(753-747), and P(750-T27).

Remants of the 1128th, 1129th and 1130th VG Regiments of 560th Division
(dpproximately 250 men), 11th P2 Gr Regiment of the 9th Pz Liv (95 men).

K ements of 10ith Pz Gr Regiment, 15th Ps Gr Livision have been identified in
this sector. It is believed that this is the only enemy covering farces re-
maininge.

Un 25 January 1945 contimed advance by our farces. A very weak defensive
attitude has been displayed by the eneay. Thres enexy tanks made appesrence,
fired, then retired to sspeler P(800-795). Air-Grouml observation reports
samy traffic withdrawing behind scuthern line.

-3




26-28 January 1945
The 811th Tank Destroyer Bat:.alion relieved from attached to 17th Airtorne
Inrantry Jivision and attached to 87th Iafantry Division in direct support.
Company B w#ith 346th Iafantry Regiment. Company C wdth 347th Infantry Regiment.
Reconnaissance platoons reverted to Battalion contral at 1700 hours, 26 January
1945,
An agressive reconnaissance forward is being instituted by our Reconnai-
P ssance rlatoons, working all road nets in zone of advance, Expected route to
j be taken is Thommen, Schirm, Neubruck and on. Tank Destroyers in full support
‘ of infantry. . ’ : .
| o Lt Lennart 0. Sundstrom, Reconnaissance Company, took two PW's near .
' Bialer P(823-752). | o
Heavy artillery fire received at Thommen and Espeler. '
Forward CP nond to Huldange,' Luxembourg P(771-754), Jamary 27, 19%5;
Company C at Durler 'P(813-781); Coapany B to Neubruock P(£5-817). Oae platecn
in reserve at Bspeler P(800-795). ' ‘
Rosdblooks reported south of Ste Vith 28 Jamiary 1945, Hoad frea
Grufflingea to Qudler P(830-7%), snd frem Oudler to Burg-Reuland P(858-785)
now baing cleared. ’ " ' ‘
Three eneny tanks reparted at F(867-813). Being iavestigated by Becon~
naissance Exesutive Officer. This upm was unot:lptd pcuuur by
Battalion 5-2. His repert ea thh wWs aegative.
L 29-0 Janmary 15 i
Oa 29 Jamay 155-the &11th Taak bestreyer hmnn W frea
87th lafastry n:mun and stteched to Lith mm

Y A




as no contact with tne enemy at this time, who ie- evidently wd thdrewing behind

is defenses of the Siegfried Line.
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SECTION 1T

. 1-31 Jamuary 1945

During the month of Jamary 1945 the greater partion of the time was

PRSI

apont‘:l.n drewing personnel equipament, commnications equipment and vehicular

equipmeat lost during the previous month during the enemy counter-attack.

The perscanel equipment as well as the vehicular equipment was delivered to

the companies while in the line." .
Working in close coordination with the Battalion Motor Officer, vehkular

equipnent was exchanged between the companies on the line, repaired in the

field and replaced. No effective loes of fire‘ponr was sustained by the

2l

companies, Due to the previous loss Company C and Company B operated nine
guns per company. ‘
*  Communications squipment lest during the previous engagement was re-
Placed in vehicles as soon as they were issued to the respective companies.
During the entire month constant communications was had wdth the two companies.
vlass III and Class IV supplies were sasily accessable. Weather oconditions
and road conjestions were the only factor to cause any delay, but neither one
of the two companies suffered as a result of the unavoidable delay.
No vehicles weare lost during the month as a result of vehicle accidents.
The fallowing information is submitted showing the distribution of
vehicular replacements and 103'0 and the expenditure of ammunitions
Venicular Lossess Hg BRen _A B _C Total
Var, Armored, Utility, M=20 -
var, Armored, Light, M-8
: Carriage, Motar, 76mm, M-18
‘ Trailer 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo
Trailer, Ammo, M-10

Truck 1/4 Toa, 4k 1 1 2
Treiler, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo ,7/ !
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Vehicular Losses (cont'd) Hg Rea A

T Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4x:, w/c,
w/12 Volt System
Truck 2 1/2 Ton, 6éxb

Total 1 0 0 l 0 2
Yehicular Replacementss Hg Roa 4 B C Total

Car, Armored, Utility, M-20 11 6 8
Car, Armored, Light, M-8 1 1
Carriage, Motor, 76am, M-18 - 2 5 7
Treiler, 1/4 Ton, 2 wheel Cargo 3 i 9 5
Trailer, Ammo, M-10 9
Truck, 1/4 Ton, 4k ! 3

Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel Cargo
Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4xi w/c,
w/12 Volt Systeam
Truck 2 1/2 Toa, 6xb 1 1

8lam, Nortar, HE
Roclsts, AT, MSA3
Grenade, AT

Mine, AT, EE, MIAL
h‘.. M. M -

1 al
Total 11 4 *au 2yl
Apmunition Bxpeaded: ‘
76an, HE -1
76am, APC . =0
Cal. 50 MG - 0
Cal. 30 MG - 0
Cal. 30 Rifle - 0
Cal. 30 Carbine - O
Cal. 45 Ball - 0
37am, HR - 0 p

37-’“0 - 0
3Tma, Canister - g
-0
-0
-0
o
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SECTION IV

S-1 RZPCRT
1-31 January 1945
8llth TD BN
TABLE NNBE 1,
BATTLE CASUALTY RZPORTYSY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken fram Morning Reports up to

and induding 31 January 1945 for the
period 1-31 January 1945.)

DATS KLi LU Ma Il MIA 10T, R
1l Jan 1l 1l
* R o®
7 Jan 7 7
® W ¥
10 Jan 2 1 3 1
®  ®* #
12 Jan 2 1 3
13 Jan 8 8 1l
14 Jan 3% 2 5
15 Jan 2
16 Jan 1l h
* xn
18 Jan 1 1l
19 Jaa 1 1
20 Jan b §
* o ono»
29 Jan 3
30 Jan b §
31 Jan —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— L
TOTAL 3 23 2 2 30 1

#*2 DOW 19 vec 44 - 1 DON 25 Dec 4k reported on M/R of 1h Jan 45.
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TaBLE NUMBER 2.

TASLE NULBSR 3.

Ta8ls NULSER 4.
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PRISCNERS OF WAR CAPTURED

DATE s
28 Jan 45 2
TOTAL 2

RSFLACAENTS RLCEIVAD
(Including Huspital Returnees)

15 Jan 45 (i
16 Jan 45 11
23 Jan A5 3
TCTAL 91

WARDS AND CECCORATICNS

Vvecorations awarded from 1L Jan 45 to 31 Jan 45, incl.

B

||'°|“l|||M|HH

Dictinzuished Service uross (Posthumously)
Distinruished Service .ross

oilver Star (Fosthumously)

2ilver oStar

Uak Leaf Juster to sSilver Star
Bronze Star Msdal (Fosthumously)
Bronze otar Medal

Oak Leat Jluster to oronze star

Alr Medad

Ok Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
Soldier's Madal

rurpile Heart award

(1st) Osk Lear Jluster to rurple neart
i<d) Cak Leaf Quster to Purple Heart
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