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SUNICT: Arfter Action Repart Against the Snemy, 1 - 31 May 1945.

N ¢ Tne adjutant Goneral, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.
Tl ¢ Caumaniinz General, 80th Iaf Div, APO 80, U. S. Amy.

Sutmitted herewith in accordance with rvaragraph 10, AR 345-105,
as atendded byr Cuange 3 and Change 4, reports After Action Against the Enemy
for the 8l1th Tank Destroyer 3zttalion, ror the period 1 = 31 May 1945.
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from OL 0001 May 45 to 31 2400 May 45
1 = 4 May 1945 |
Tae opening of the month fourd the Sattalion contimuing its push towards

the llazi's last strong point, namely, the ReCoubt Area situated in the Bavarian

Alps in Austria. Tne Batt.aliop continued to work with the 80th Infantry

Division and on the first of May wers occupying the following p_ositioﬁa: Bn

CP - KLwhOFEN (U2811); rgq & Hy Co - RGANSBURG (UR055); Ren Co - POSTAU (U3715);

Co A = HALL (U5015); Co B - WARISGHSCHQOFEN (U4523); Go C = GRIESSENBACH (UB514).
Companies‘mowd southward during this perliod against very little enemy:

Oppo_sitioh. Chief obstacles to our advance were terrain fea.t:uroa;.mun«ly,~ :

rivers over which the retreating Germans had blown the exiatin‘g bridges. During

the nisht of the lst and the morning of the 2d May 45, letter Companies crossed
the ISAL iiver in their advance with the Infantry Regiments. Rcn Co was attached
to the 319th Inf Regt on lst and 2d May; howsver, when the 319th Inf Regt was ~
withdrawn on the 3d lay 45, Ren Co was relieved of this attachment and in turn
‘was attached to 317th Inf Regt on 3 May 45. While attiched to these two Inf
+23t8, Ren Co conducted reconnaissance along the Division's Zone of Advance.
L = 7 May 1945
The high-1izht of this period occurred on the night of 4 May and morning

of 5 kuy at which times all units of the Battalion crossed the INN River into
Austria. It was evident at this tize that the enemy was completely disorganized.
AS our advance southward into Austria continued, huge mumbers of Piw's were
clozzing all military routes in an effort to reach ti:e nearest PW enclosure. By
5 May 1945 units of the Battalion were disposed as follows: Bn CP = VOCKLABRUCK

(V4l52); Hq & Hq Co - BUCH (28474); Ren Co - STELwaCH (V8
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WALDNBUKIRGHEN (V8654); Co B - BRANAU (29576); Co C - STRYR (V9760).
| o 7.=9 May 195 |
On 7 May 45 the Battalion, lsss Rca and A Cos, ceased offensive action,
Ren and ACos were attached to TF SMITH and 317th Ianf Regt, respectively, and
continued advance into vicinity SPIT AM PYHRN (V9618) in pursuit of €th German
" Araye It was in this vicinity on 7 May 45 that Major Genora} SOBMH, CG, éth
German Army, officially surrendered his Army (approximately 80,000 men) to Capt
Samuel W, Parsons, CO, Rca Co, 8l1th 7D Bn, who in turn presented the note of
surrenderance to Major General I(clﬁDE, CO, 80th Inf Div,
2= 12 May 1945 |
On 9 May 45 an official proclamation was issued by the Supreme Allied
Commander that hostilities had ceased. On this date, Cos B and C were relieved
from attachment 318th and 319th Inf Regts and reverted to Battalion control.
On 10 May 45 HQ & Hq, B and C Cos moved to a Battalion Assembly Area in
LAAKIRCHEN (V5349), Austria. buring 1lth and 12th May 45 these three companies
were relieved of their attachments with TF SMITH ami 317th Inf Regt, respectivsly,
and returned to Battalion control in LAAKIRCHEN (V5349).
_ 12 - 20 May 1945
During this period, the entire Buttalion wes once azain assembled together.

A training program was fdllowed by all units which placed special emphasis cn
naintenance of vehicles, physical exercise and athletics together with an arien-
taion prosram, |
20 - 31 May 1945 |
On 20 May 45 the Battalion Commarder was ordered to attach two cospanies

to a Coabat Team whose mission wes to proceed to vicinity of JUDENBURG, Austria.
Accordingly, Cos A and C were attached to 3d and 434 Cavalry Squadrons which com-
prised a part of the Task Force., These two companies left Bn area in LAAKIRCHENW

3

(V5349) at 20 0600 May 45, and closed into their new are g
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' 20th May. This Task Force did not reach its previously anticipatod destination

due to the fact that a British Aray was occupying that sector, On orders of
CO's of units to which attached, Co A closed into area in vicinity of RAOSTADT
(a3281) and Co C in vicinity of MAUTERNDGRF (45055). They remained in these
positions during the remainder of the month amd maintained law and order. At
close of periad, thqy'wero being relieved of this mission and were preparing
to return to Battalion control at LAAKIRCHEN, Austria,

The remainder of Battalion (Hq & Hq, Rcn and B Cos), conducted traiming
in Battalion area at LAAKIRCHEN, Austria, during the pericd. In addition, prep-
_aretions were being made to conduct schools in conjunction with the Army's ILXE
Progran, |

In the eight (8) days prior to the cessation of hoskilities, three thou-
sand seven hurired and ten (3,710) P's were captured znd two enexy observation
planes were destrayed in flight. In addition, the Battalion accepted the
surremierance of the 6th German'Aray, which consisted of between §5,000 and ﬂmﬁ
io,ooo men. :

C® B. Mc
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From 0001 1 May 45 to 2400 31 May 45

hups: Central iurope - 1/100,000, GSGS 4hlé.
Sheets Number; W6, W7, WS, X7, X5, Xy, I3, Y9.

The 8llth Tank Destroyer Sattalion, attached to the SOth Iafentry
Division, continued on its mission and passed through elements of the 65th
Iufantry Division, following up the attack of the 13th Armared Division,

By the first of May, units of the Battalion had reached the north bank of
the L3AR River. Tne Battalion CP was located at MIRSKOFEN, Germany, Sheet
Number Wo (U2511).

The eneqy initially offered n:or{cate resistance of anﬁll arss, auto-
matic weapons and mortar “ire on the bridgehead south of ISAR River, tut
resistance greatly decreased as troops advanced to GROSSEVILS River, All
bridgses over the GROSSSVILS River in the sone had been blown (from FRONTEN-
HAUSSN (US305) and ALTERSBERB (U6310), except ons jeep bridge at STEINBERG
(U5608) captured intact),

Acoording to a statement made by an officer PW the ehemy plamned its
main line of resistance along the south bank of t;ho GROSSEVILS River. Units
con:acted in this area were 36th VD, 38th $S Div. NIBELUNGEN, together with
miscellanecus units inoluding two Lamdesschuetsen battalions, 81s and m, 4
both believed to be Gperating umier the scatrol of 36h VD, - - |

Our Recomaissance Company resched LANDSHUT on the firet of lu‘nli | "%
there contacted the 1ith Armored Division. Two enemy SP guns vielalty ,
(W297(85) amd eight tanks wers x--pmd dug in with inPantry -m:-.uy ac S |

(uzbsme), but withdrew befare occatact was -i“"’ e
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811th TD in Forward CF moved to (47435) on the 3d Muy, later on
movinz up to (4y175), vicinity of SDMBAM on the INN River.

4 = 6 May 1945
Ou 4 May the situation had became fluid and no front lines existed.

"l only point of contact with the enemy was vicinity SCHWANENSTADT (Uk957)
wid VOCKLABRU X (V/4151) where elaments were resported cug ine ﬂHung:\rian
Division s rrendered here and large numbers of enemy troops were cbserved
aoving to the south by rail as well as motorized and horse-drawn vehicles.
Qu» fanatical group made a defensive stand at TILHIKAM (V375507)e The enemy
succesded in lnockins out two U, S, tanks and one amored car, killing four
ani woundin-: seve-al.

Buttalion Forward CF opened in VOCKLABRUCK (V4151) 5 May. LQur units
hsd cleared all ireas north of EINS River in the Division zone takin: large

groups of F.'s and encounterin- little resistance.

7 - 10 May 1945

Reconnaissance Company and Company A, attached to Task Force Smythe
"o movd into KIRGHDORF (V7743) were iven the mission to proceed south to
.annihilate an eneamy of unknown strencth,

At MICUINORF (V7740) other reconnaissance elements of the Task Force
contacted a Germen Captain who, under a white flag took the Task Force G=2 to
kis headquarters, Nothing was accomplished ani it was beiieved the Germans
would deferd.

At U500 hours, 8 May, elements of Reconnaissance Company heard a heavy
explosion to the south. Two platoons and the Pioneer Platoon moved cut of
A QiADCr at 0800 hours and found that a roadhlock, formed by blowing an
anbankment, had besn made by the enemy one mile south of ELAUS. A dismounted
patrol moved across the roadblock where they contacted one hundred enemy who

-2- R
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surrendered. These PWis were put to work on the roadbtlock by the Recon-

naissance Pioneer Plitéon, removing it in one hour and thirty minutes.

The Task Force moved forward to its objective which was a bridge in the .
viecinity of KNIEWAS. Here the advance elements contacted the Burgerueister
who surrendered his town and reported that the next village also wished to
surrender, The leading Reconnaissance elemnts moving out to ocutpost the
objective ran into the tail end of a horse-drewn convoy of appm:é:hnately
two campanies who promptly surrendered.

Our reconnaissance was then ordered forward and began by=-passing
the enemy column.

An experimental laboratory for jet-propelled airplane engines w:s
found at KLaUS and an undergrowd radio station vieinity STEXSRLING (7832),
whose personnel had been instructed to turn same over to tie first allied
troops reaching that nosition. This was referred to the ‘Task Force CIC
detachuent.

Eneny was again contacted in the vicinity of XNIZwas (V8030) who
surreniered in small groups. A few mlles south an enemy motorized column
was contacted, |

Abofit ten miles northwest of GARSTAN, Acstria, an S5 Lieutenant
representing the coamamer offered to surremder all German troops in the area.
This information wns transmitted to Genaral iciride, Commanding Genersl, 80th
Infantry Division. The Geueral ~nd the G-2, escorted by Recomaissance
Campany, moved out with the SS wmieutenant Lo LISuiN to contact the German
Commander. ‘arcongements for the surrender, assembling and disarming of the
anemy were made. HReconnaissance Coapany was then ordered to proceed to

SPITAL ak PIHAN (V9517).
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Raconnaissance Coapany was attached to 2d Basialion, 317th Infuntry
Regiment, on 9 May 1945, and was used as small detachments, in conjunction
with the CIC, @vhg into the outlying territory north of T Rivere A
German General was captured on road between GARSTEN (V9424) amd KNIsnaS
(va130).

About fifteen miles south of SraYak on the EmS River, the 2d Platoon,
amd the Pionear Platoon of Reconnaissance Company were sent to blow & bridge
(VO0s0) to prevent the enemy from retreating across the BINS. Upon reaching
the vicinity of their objective they found the roads to the bridge blocked
- by German vehicles and persomel. The demolitions were carried past these
vehicles for sbout three miles, on captured horses, and the bridge blown,
Enemy Pi's stated that SS troops had killed several Wemmacht troops, but this
was uncori.rimed.

The ‘two platoons from Reconnaissance Company then returned to SPITAL
AM PYHRN (V9618) where they were used to guard gold bullion, property of the ““’"@
Hungarian Government. Large groups of disarme PW'.s were assembled and moved -
from LIBZEN (V8906) to SPITAL AM FYHRN. ’ |

Task Force Elack inecluding 24 Platoon, Reconnaissance Cospany, captured
an airport about one aile scuth of KIRCHDORF (V7643) where they were outposting. -
Turee MR 109's, unoperational, one Anerican B-2} with German markings, three
Junker 88's, aml one Gersan liaison plane were captured. Approximately fifteen
Geraan siragglers were taken at the airport.

Unconditional surrender was anncunced 05000 1 May 19&5- mm-m _
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interest of locoal security. as a result of this 299 former German soldiers,
mostly in civiliun clothes, and 9 political srrests were .ade. Included in
this group of political arrests was the Nazi Superintenmdent of STEYBRaHL
Labor Coup,
14 - 31 May 1945
The 6th German Army cocpleted its assembly in the area vicinity

MOUSBACH (VO0370) except for stragglers. Strength as of 1624008 was 3,890
officers and 94,295 NCO's and BM. .

campsnies A and C were mttached to 3d U. S, Cavalry Group on 20 May
1945 and movedio the valley between RADS T4DT (A3281), Austria and MAUTERNDQRF, -
Austria. Here they remained for the remainder of the month of lay where they
contacted elaments of the British Righth Army.

Benmy &%nt Destroyed
\ Personnel Captured

One (1) enamy airplane was destrayed by Cospany C, and one (1) by ‘ w-%
neconnaissance Company. 4 total of 3,710 Pw's were taken by 8l1th Tank

Des:royer Battalion, and appraximastaly one humired killed or woumed froa
1 to 9 May 1945, inclusive,

sl

SAE W, PARSONS,
g:gmn: ‘PA.(‘!D),.
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JECTION IIX
S-4 BREPORT
1-30 1

1. The requirements of this orgsnisation were generally good for all
clas.es of supply. .
Class I
Modified "B" retion was svailable for the first half of the month.
The latter two weeks consisted of "10 in 1" and "B' retions approximately
every othar day. ‘ ‘
Cluss IX
Fair; tlhia unit needs clothing amd has only been able to obtain one-
third of that requisitioned, and part of that was Class "BV, .
Class III | A ]
xcellent, even though gas and libricants requirements were very high.
Class IV
Good . ‘
Class v‘
wood.
2., The serious handicap of the almost non-existant ordnance support,
especially with srmored vehicles., The supjorting units have been, or are now
65 mlles in rear of our rear echelon. As a result our maintenance is con-

tinuously falling behind,

3, Road conditions have been good.
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4e Vehicular Lossess

 Car, Arad, Utility, M0
Car, Armd, Light, I8
Carriage, Mtr, 76émm Gun M18
Vehicle, Tank Recovery, M52
Trailer, 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel
Trailer, Aamo, M10
Truck, 1/4 Ton kxi
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel
Truck, 3/4 Ton, 4xi4, w/o
W/12 Volt System
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, &x6
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, &x6

Total
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5¢ Vehicular Replacementss

Car, Armd, Utility, MRO
Car, Armd, Light, M8
Carriage, Mtr, 76um Gun M18
Vehicle Tank Recovery, M32
Trailer, 1/4 lon, 2 Wheel
Trailer, Ammo, M10

Truck, 1/4 Ton, 4xl4
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel
Cargo

Carrier, Cargo, M29

Truck, 3/4 Ton ixi, w/0
W/1l2 volt System

Truck, 1 1/2 Ton, éx6
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, &x6
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0
0
0
0
0
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0
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0
0

Total
6. Ammunition Expendeds

Cal .30 Carbine - 3,900
Cal .30 Rifle Ball =~ 2,0
Cal .30 MG - 12,500
Cal .45 Ball - 100
Cal 050 MG - 4,&0
37mm APC - 91

Sandl

Captain, FA (D),
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BATTLE CASUALTY REPCRT BY TYPS OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken from Morning Reports wp to

and including 31 May 1945 for the periad
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1 = 31 May 1945)
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CEMENTS
( os
Date
4 May 45
6 May &5
8 My 45
11 May 45
12 May &5
13 May 45
i May 45
15 May &5
17 May 45
20 May &5
26 May k5
29 May &S5
31 May A5
 Total
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AWARDS AND D ECORATIONS

Decorations awarded from 1 lMuy 45 to 31 May 45, incl.
No.

___ Disiinguished Service Gross ( Postmmously)
Uistinguished Service Gross
2 Silver Stars (Posthumously)
T Silver Stars
Ock Leaf Cluster to Silver Star
"% Bronse Stars (Posthumously)
1, Bronze Stars
~2_ Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronse Star
Alr Medal .
Osk Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
- Soldiert's Medal,
Purple Heart Awards
(1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
(2) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.

|11

24 If, rA (D),
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