SECR=ET - )Q{Q

Ce 403 ‘Uo Se AYTZIY

v

From: 0001 hrs. 1 August 1944. -
To 3 2400 hrs. 31 August 1944,

SUBJECT: Action Ageinst Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reports.,
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2 Aug '44:

1. Record of BEvents: (Battalion atsached to 79th Infaﬁtry Division.)

On 1 August 1944, the 813th Tank Destroyer Babttalion wes in
bivouac in the general vicinity of ST. URSIN, coord. 2330. The
companies spent the day in the care, maintenance, and cleaning of -
equipment. The lst plat of Rene. Co. went on route Reconnaissance
S to.AVRANCHES and SE to St. LEOHARD. They took sixbeen prisoners
and these were handed over the the P cage. DBn. €O ordered Ren. Co.
to meke the following reconnaissance defining the limit of zone
reconnalssance.
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South, to la SEE river: West, along St. JHAN le THOMAS-GENETS road;
Bast, L& HAYE FESYXEL ROCHLLLE IOLIE le PONT road. One officer and
two Il patrol were sent § of Ia SEE river as far as PONTABILT.

The Bn. 0 (Hajor Jeffries) upon hearing of an enemy pocket SW of
AVBANCHES, left the Bn. CP at approximately 1823 hours accompanied,

by two i-8s, and one 1/4 ton from Ren. Co. leading this squad to the
above stated location., Affer three hours of searching the squad re-
turned to their compeny, and Major Jeffries to the Bn. CP at 2130 hrse -

At 1410 hours, 2 Adg '44 a stand to was issued to all elements.’
in the Bn. alerting the various companies for movement to new bivouac
area Sy of AVRANCHES at 1600-1630 hours. A company commanders meebing
was held et the Bn. CP in St. URSIN and provisions made for merking .
the route etc. At 1630 hours, the Bn. Executive vehicie moved out
following the lst plat of Company €. Order of Marchs

One Platoon of Company C.
Battalion Executive.
Two Platoons of Company C.
s Company B, )
Two Platoons of Company A. .
Battalion CP Group. : . oo
Cne Platoon Company A. ° ‘
(Rear Echelon did not move .until i‘ollowu.ng; day*( Bn. €O had \k;/
left previously to conduct personally order and route of march coordin-
ating with Battalion S-1 and Battalion §-3. After & thirty minute halt
occasioned by an artillery convoy the Battalion halted in a temporary
area g;eneral v1c1n1ty of coord 319317 at 1945 hours closing about 2015

hours. Ll”% o 1945
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At 0230 hrs, 3 Aug 44, the Bn OGP Crp moved out and closed at
0200 hrs, at Coord 363864, Total distance covered 36.8 miles.
At these coordinates the Bn, was about 5 to 6 miles I, of

ERES. Ren Co. pltns had beern on route reconrnaisssnce hll
uay South te w;tthg 1% miles of FUUGERES and closed at Coord
(3580) 2bout 2 ~iles I of FC UGERES; Co. A at (3877) about five

miles ¥, of FOUGLRES: Co. B at (0537) Co. C at (3787) its ls -t
»l. going irto posltion at St JANES, its an and drd pnltns
‘going into cos at ST (ECRGE *QGSrd pl of Co. C took three

prisoners and turned them over to the 313th Inf Regt BV Camp.

Bn C.0, (ZAJCR JEF¥RIESY went to Division Hq. (79th }

and returned with the information that the 2nd 2n of the Zl5th
Inf Regt. hed the missibn of clearing the town of FCUGE%ES—-

to ce followed =y one anti-tank company, Tto e fellowed inturn
by Coe. A of the 5I3th T. D. 3n. The Infantry was to continue on
nrough the town to secure the Hgh EY round immediately beyond
C(UGERES. Ren Co was given the mission of recommoiteringsa 11
pertinent roads for ‘the destroyer com.anies and to esbablish
istening nosts, Co A assirned mission of su“pcrting the
9th Tank Fattallon in the advance on FUUGLRES and left its

si 5 miles N FCUGERES ATO630 urs, and arrived at the town
0830 hrs. There was slight enemy resistence which included
ight sheliling. The compeany was strefed by enemy planes
but no damaze r,sulied. At 0845 hrs the € 0 and officers aﬂd
vl leaders of Co A made reccenn for positions SE of the town
and at 1100 hrs the company oved to those positlons prev-
iocusly recomnoitered 1 mile SE of FCUGERES, BRITTANY. The pls,
Bn CP moved to FPUUGERES Coord 365788 cl 1740 hrs {Coord 3581)
Co B mewed to an area 3/4 mile Y. of FOUNERES to the

outskirts of ‘the town moved the lst, 2nd and 3rd pls taking

up direct fire positions as follows: lst pl on road to

ST AUBIHN, 2nd pl on road to VITRE, and 3rd pl on road to LAVAL
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moving 1nto these vositions at 1300 hours. The 2nd platoon picked

up 6 German prisoners nesr their positions, Ho further contact
was made with the enemy by the company on this day.

Co C's 2nd pl woved from Comjany area and its position
at ST GECURGE, and took up a position at LAWDEAN, The Hg Co
of Co C took four priscners in the vicinity of LANDEAN, The
rear Ech of Hg and Iig Co left last gosition et 1430 hrs arriving
at Coord 3886, 5 miles N of FOUCKRES at 1630 hrs distance
traveled 35 miles.

During the day 15 L& 10%9s flew over the areas of the
varicus comranies but d4id not strafe or bomb except near Co. A
which vas strafed on he march,



SELRET
4 Aug "44: Ren. Co. remained in position of 3 Aug '44 and the only change
in the position of Company A was the relieving of. Company A's 3rd plat.
to wash and rest. The other two plats of the Company remaineéd in the
positions of the previous day. Company B moved NE of FOUGERS with the
platoons: All staying in the samearea as previously stated except for
the 'slight movement of two guns into better fire positions. Company C
CP moved to 3683, 2 miles NB of FOUGERES, in the vicinity of IESIVINCE;
2nd Plat in the vicinity of LANDEAN; 3rd Platoon 1 mile NE of FOUGERES.

5 Ang '44: On the morning of 5 Aug '44, the Battalion on 79th Infantry Divisions
order moved on towards the next objective, the vicinity of the town of LAVAL.
A problem of transportation arose in the conveying of the 79th Infantry Div.
Infantry and the Battalion was called upon to furnish 9 21/2 ton GMC trucks
for the *purpose for the journey to LAVAL or vicinity. Ren. Co. moved out from -
the old bivouac area traveling SE on route Recomnaissance. Elements of thé €O
reached LAVAL. The 2nd Plat shot up about 70 germans SH of LAVAL taking no
prisoners. The 3rd plat was fired upon by small NW of IAVAL, but received no
casualties. Company A lef't FOUGERWS (position 1/2 mile E of FOUGERES) at  *
1500 hours, mission to protect rear of task force advancing on LAVAL. It
arrived at position 1/2 mi S8 of LUITEE at about 1600 ‘'hours. Platoons pulled
out about 1930 hours arriving at positions 1/2 mile NE St. OUEN DES TOYTS,
at 2300 hours, bivouacing there for the night, coord. 5955, Company B and
all platoons moved from their positions around FQUGERES to an assembly ares
1/2 mile N of PARCE at 1000 hours,: 2nd plat moved from the assembly aréa to
500 yards SW of CHATILLON-DE-VENDELAIS, then later moved 100 yards N of
St. MIEEEVE into*direct fire positions and spent the night there. * 3rd Platoon
roved E-from the assembly area to the road leaving from FOUGERES to VITRE,
then later moved to 2-miles W of 8t. iIfl, TNo conmtact was made with the
enemy by the Company. ~Company C moved to within 5 miles N of IAVAL, all three
platoons going into direct fire psotions. The *distance traveled by the.Bn., ,
on this trip from FOUGERES to vicinity of IAVAL, was approximately 35 miles.
The Battalion CP located at IEROIXVILIE, coord 4761.
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- 6 Aug '44: Rear Echelon moved from“last location by motor convoy at coord !5852~

about 10 miles N of LAVAL, distance traveled 35 miles. The Bn. CP and

Medical Detachment at this time was located at coord 6448 about 2 1/2 miles

MW of LAVAL, HRen. Co. located at coord 6053 1 1/4 miles SE of St. OUEN DES
TOITS. Company A moved to & new position 2 1/2 miles E of St. OUEN DES TOITS
at 1200 hours. At 2100 hours the company was notified that it would support
the 314th Infantry Regiment in on 7th August in the drive of the great focal
point of IE MANS. Compeny B CP and the 1lst and 3rd platoons moved from their
positions around St. MIEERVE to an assembly area 2 miles § of MIHERVE., '
2nd Plat mdved their position at MIEERVE +to La CHPEIGF DE CIENE end went

into direct fire position on cross road leading to IAVAL and LOIRON, 1st

plat moved from the assembly aree to 500 yards E of LaCRAVELLE, Company CP
and 3rd plat moved from the assembly area to the new company assembly ares.

and bivouaced there for the night. 1st plat moved from La CRAVELLE to assembly
area to spend the night also. The 2nd palt moved from its position at Ia
CEAPIEFY DE CHENE to the assembly area and later moved to LA HADRIE into .  °

‘direct fire positions, bivouaced there for the night. There was no contact

with the enemy by Company B. The Headquarters paitoon of Company C capttured

two Germans about 10 miles N of 1AVAL. The three platesns, (destroyer) took

7 Aug '44:

up defensive positions in the vicinity of IAVAL.

]

On the 7th of August 1944 the Battalion was again requested to furnish
ten 2 1/2 ton GUC trucks for the moborizing ot the infantry of the 79th

Infantry Division. In anticipation of & long move which they hoped would ta}cqu

them close to 1E iANS, the variocus units assigned or attached to the
Division were called upon to furnish as much transportation.-of this type

as they could spare. The Bn. CP moved by motor convoy to BRULON, coord 1030
and was followed by the Battelion fear Echelon which closed in BRULON, at 0200
hours,* 8 August 1944 the distance traveled being 35 miles. Ren. Co. had a
migsion of road and rou e reconnaissance working E to LOUE. The company
moved from its old area E of LAVAL, to a bivouac area adjacent to the Bn. CP
about 1 mile E of BRULON. Two prisoners were taken by the Headguarters plate.
of Ren. Co., were turned over to the local P¥ camp. Company A moved forward
all day by bounds reaching a point about 2 1/2 miles E of BRULON, closing
there at about 0300 hourfs, 8 Aug '44, Along the route one prisoner was taken
and turned over to P authorities. Company B had no contact with the enemy
during the march, Company C closed in an area two miles W of IOUE at coord
1234, distance traveled 43 miles. The lst, 2nd and 3rd platocomsttoock up
positions in IOUB with the 2nd platoon lmocking out one 20 mm gun position
1/2 mile ¥West of IOUE. : s
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The Bn RBr EZch cn & Aug 44 was located at Brulon, Coord
‘{lOSf) Four E.Me fro this Ech enccuntered & group of the
enemy. about 2% miles M of BRULON. They took 46 prisomers, dis-
arming them and del ivering them to the Bl camp. Ron Co moved
E to z miles B of LB IANS, to Coord 3630 (LOUE SHEET 1/50,000

The yls. worked as foL_ows during the move:s 3rd pl worked B
to vic LE LANS, baking 163 priscners, 12 horses, 4 wagons, o
number of small arms and other items of eguipment, A1l were turn
ed over to proper authorities , The 3rd »l also engared a ‘
German tank believed to be a Lk IV without results, It was alao
fired on by small arms. The 1st »l working on towards LE MAKS
capbured 8 Germans wounding four of ther with machine gun fire,
Co A left its pos 2% miles E of BRULON at 1645 hrs advanced by
bounds to a position 1000 yds N of PRUILLE, LE CHETIT, arriving
there at 2400 hrs, Co B moved from their asuembly areea at
LAVAL to AVESSE, lst upl later moved to VALLSH SUR GLE,then
moved con to an area # mile W of LE MANS. 8nd rl afld Comt‘antv CP
‘moved on the past the Ist pl near VALLON SUR CEE and later novcd
onto the comgany area. 3rd pl moved from AVESSE to LE l.us..LS into
direct fire pes. and while in vosition knocked out whet w
first identifiedas three mX IV tanks but which weee later def-’
gnately *dentu ied as three 75mm SP puns mounted on 1k IV
chessis. There was considereble small arms fire arounditheir
position. Mater that day they moved out of town on the W side
and spent the night there., Apovrdximately 10 rds of SHELL HE
‘and 7 rds of APC-were fired at +three SP 75mm guns which the 3rd
pl imocked cute Co C's 2nd pl captured 26 prisone rs, the 3rd
wl shot 9 rds IE at enemy targets.

Bn CP left BRULON Coord (1030) and moved to 3 miles S of LELANS
at Coord 3734. Ren Co moved to viec of LEVANS, all

pls working B out of LE WANS, covered to the SE E and HB
Yo within 1 mile of ST CALAIS., The Co CP noved fro1 LE i
to BCULOIRE, 4All pls. returned to their sssembly ar forti-
fying the town. In Co A's area at Coord 3234 1000 yus W oof
PRUILLE LE CHETIT, one man was shot by an enemy sniper. Co A

took 43 prisoners, After the knocking out of the three SP 75mm
puns, Co B returned to the comvany biv area at 1 mile W of LE LANS
Coord. 3433, OCo C moved to a point three miles SV of LE LAUS
coord 3535,
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SECRET

At 0740 hrs, 10 Aug. 44, The Bn Rr. Ech. moved from
the vicinity of BRULON and arrived at a point 6 miles NE
of SBAUIQIE, Coord,.. 5173 distaence traveled 48 miles,. Thirteen
prisoners were taken by the Bn CP Group 5 miles NE of
SAUGINE, The Bn CP closed in this same area, Ren. Company
moved N. to new location 1 mile N of BONNETABLE Coord 5480
with the 1lst,2nd, and the 3rd Platoons patroling N and NE to
S. of MAMERS and HOGEHT IE ROTROU, encountering 3 enemy tanks
end considerable small arms fire N, of BONNEPABLE, 2nd and
3rd Platoons returned to biv area for the night. Co A moved
from PRUILLE IE CHETIT at 0640 hrs. closing in LONTFORT 1B
ROTROU at 1200 hrs. Pls went into positions on roads leading
into town from the Ne. Company B moved from the assembly ares
at IEVANS E. to SILLE DE PHILLIPS into & new assembly aresa.
At 1000 hrs. the Bn. moved on NE to within 4% miles of BONNET-
ABLE in a new assembly area., lst Pl mowed into direct fire pos
ition.covering roads to AILENCON and BELIEME. 3rd PL moved
into direct fire position also, covering.roads to TUFFE and
other small towns, Co CP and 2nd pl moved to w/in 1F mile of
BONMETABLE with one section of the 2nd pl mobed on into town
while these pls were in position but their was no comtact with
the enemy. Some enemy shells fell into the town. Their were no
casualties. At 2300 hrs the platoons drew back into the Co
bivouac area. Co. C moved within 5 miles CSW of BONNETABLE with
the first Flatoon taking up defensive positions 2% miles SW
of BONNETABLE. - Company CP st Coord 5173.

’

On 11 Aug. 44, the Bn. CP moved to a point 6 miles SW of NMAVERS
Coord. 4958, with the R®r. Ech. in an area 6 miles BB of SAVIGHE
Coord. 5173. Ren. Co. moved to MAROLIES 1ES LRAULTS Coord (8
850), with the lst pl working with Co A and the 2nd and 3rd pls.
on reconnaissance to the N. and NW in the direction of ALENCON

and during this recomnsissance the third pl captured 4 Germans
and killed one and the pioneer pl killed ancther, Co A from pos
at MONTFORT IE ROTIOU at 1130 hrs moved by bounds to 1000 yds
SE of AVESNES, arriving there at 2130 hrs, Just previous to
this the Co received at k830 hrs a report that their were enemy
tanks in the vicinity of MON HOUROU, The Co was alerted and a
reconn was instituted by the The Co C,0. but no tanks were en-
countered. Co B remained in BONNETABLE nad except for slight
shifting of pls for purposes of relief there experienced no other
%ggzi:gitgsgfo C moved to 500 yards NE of MARCE EN STAROSHOIS.

. with the three pls taking defemseive positions
there. The first pl took one prisoner.

N
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Co. & attachned to 313th Inf Kepgt at 1345 hrs, and at 1355 hrs
the 2nd pl nmoved ut from pos 1000 yds E of AVAESHES and
joined the advance guard of the 313tulnf. At 1400 hrs,

the rest. of the Co moved, At 1E00 ars, in ILECE EH SATANC

the coluwmm was attacked by enemy zlanes Co A scored a hit

on what wes elther an ke 109 or a F¥ 190, setting the plane
on fire. The company arrived in the tovm of LA IELE SUR
S:.RTEE at 1500 hrs, with the pls going into pos N and NE of
the town: lst pl at Coord 5719 , 2nd pl at 5519, 3rd pl at
5719, with the company CP located at Coord. 5616 sboub

1000 yds SE of LA MELE SUR SARTHE,., At 8000 hrs a British
raratroop officer (LT ANDERSUN) was picked by the C O

of 'Company A and directed to the G-2 of the 79th Inf Div :
vhere he gave very much valuable information on activity
behind the lines. Co B moved from vic of BCHNETABLE TO

one mile S of WAIMERS ZRon of the area for gun pe&itions.

was made and positions for covering roads tot he NE and W

. were decided upon but never used because of a chance in

;1anu. At 22230 hrs, the Co moved ©oBLEVE to an assembly area
rending the night at Coord 5511. Ho contuct was made with

tae enenv but some enrej planes did fly over the area doing

little or no damage. Co U also moved to viec of L& IELE

SUR SARTIE Coord 5518 taking up defensive _posikion there.

Ren Co moved to 2 point not far from Co B Coord 5419 with

the lst pl workingwith Co 4 the 2nd pl in biv for a much

needed rest, and the 3rd pl on reconn SE of ALENCCH. lhe

pioneer pl established a rd tlock SE of ALENCON. The Bn

Rear Ech moved from its last loc 6 miles NE of SAVIGHE at

1630 hrs arriving vic of MAIMERS Ccord 5595 at 1945 hrs, dis-

tance traveled 22 miles, The Bn CP moved to a noint

1 mile S LA MELE SUR SARTHE at Coord 5518,

Ren Co moved to & mile N of LA MELESUR SARTHE AD
spent the day in care and maintenance of vehicles and eoulp
ment, Tke Rear Ech moved to the wic of the Bn CP at Coord
5518 approximately 1% miles SW of LA MELE SUR SARTHE, dis-
tance traveled about 14 miles. Co A detached fromthe
313th Inf Regt reverting to Bn Yontrol as of 0900 hrs.
and asigned mission of grotnct1ng three major roads running
HE to E #m¥ of #wx LA LIELE SUR SARTHE. Co 3 CP 3rd pl and one
section of the 2nd pl remeined in the came area., At 0700 hurs
cne section of the 2nd 5l moved into direct fire positions
Sk of BLEVE. The lst pl woved =2t 1900 bhrs NE %ot he road to
LA VELE SUR SA RIHE into sna ssembly area, The 2nd pl with thee id of
tie French, took 34 prisoners. There was no change in the positions
of Co C,. '
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14 Aug. '44: The day of August l4th was one filled with activity and fast action
‘ for this battalion, particulerly in the case of Company C ot ‘this unit.
Following is an account of what %ook place on that day es seen through
the eyes of the {ompany Commender of Company C. :

At 0930 hours on 14 Aungust 1944, PFirst Platoon leader, lst Lt.
tmdlo Xovac, 01168759, received the following message, "Iwo enemy tanks
believed to be Mk IVs at 520183 moving Horth East. "

First platoon, second section, under Staff Sergeant Amos A. Cribb,
was located in a firing position at coord 553198, (sheet 8 G/3 lortague)
east of St. Aubin d'Appenai on the slope of a hill overlooking the cross-
roads 558208, approximately 1000 yards north of the gun position. Company
"E" 314th Infantry Regiment was on this line.

At 0915 hours, radio operator, Private Herold Hetfield of Sergeant
Van Keuren's destroyer, reported that what appeared to be natural cam-
ouflaged armored vehicles had passed the cross-roads heaaing east and that
they did not look like Americen vehicles. He called Company NCS for
verification and was told to take the vehicles under fire. The only reply
was the report of two 3" guns. Several direct hits were observed by gun
commanders, Sergesnt VanEKeuren and Sergeant Wheeler and Statf Sergeant
leply, Pvt. lcl Warren, Pvt. lcl. Winters, Pvt. lcl. Lenzi of Company “E"
314th Infantry Regiment.

The enemy colurn stopped. Two of the enemy personnel, one with a
white flag were seen walking cautiously down the rear slope of a hill.
There was no firing at this time. However, on the left flenk, 1500 yards
west, a PZKW IV and an armored car were observed moving eest (later it was
found that it haddassumed a firing position facing the sccond section)

In the meantime, Lt. Eovac brought up one destroyer of the first
section (the other was immobile because of a faulty battery) and placed
it on the left flank. (The PZKW IV and ammored car were observed at this
‘time).

Sergeant Robert F. Jackson's destroyer went into action and Corporal
Monroe H. Cox's first round hite the turret of the tank and immobilized it.
Several other rounds burst in the immediate area and another direct hit was
observed on the armored car. Lieutenant Kovac, Ceptain Hudson, 813th T. D.
Battalion, Lt. €. M. Willians, £0 Co. E, S51l4th Inf. Reghb., Corporal H. Jahe,
Hq. 2nd Bn. 314th Inf. Regt., and other witnessed this action. Both ends
of the road were blocked. E£nemy personnel evacusted their vehicles.

Several seconds later, Thunderbolts bombed and strafed the remainder of
the column, completing its destruction.

Purther, ILt. Kovac states and his statement is substianted by that of
Lt. Williams that sevoral 3" EE shells which burst in a tree near the vioc.
of the armored car and killed twelve of the enemy. Before the aerial act-
imity-bsegan after which friendly artillery began a searching fire.

The entire enemy column could not be seen from the gun positions.
Originally heading east, the colum turned around in the road during the
pause, and had started up the north road, 541208, when Sergeant Jackson's.
destroyer halted the tank and armored car,

Credit for four armored card and one PAIW IV was given the platoon
since these were observed as receiving direct hits. Quher may have been

~ © desbroyed.



'14. !xué- w4gq On ex ation, the enemy column consj " of one (1) PARY LV

(contd)

foourteen (14) armored cars and halftracks, cue (1) self-propelled 47mm
mounted on a half-track, one (1) motorcycle.

\

While Compeny C was busily engaged the rest of the Battalion
operated as follows: Co & was alerted at 0800 hrs having received
notice of tank attack coming from NW. Leader of the 2nd Pl, went on
reconn for pos at LALEU Coord 5820 with the idea of forming a trap.
At 0930 hrs, a pl was moved from position one mile NE of LA MELE SUR
SATIHE & rallied in the town square by Bn. order. At 1000 hrs, it was
ordered to move from position one mile NE of LA LELE SUR SARIHE &
rallied in the town squars By Bn. order. At 1000 yards SE of LALEU
near the village of FONTAINE in orders to form trap as planned.  The
platoon arrived at 1200 hours but the enemy tanks had passed through
LIALEU already proceeding N. However the platoon captured 38 of the
enemy who had abandoned their vehicles due to strafing by our planes.
During this engagement, two ENM’ (ARCHAMBAULT & VARTIN) displayed unusual
presence of mind and bravery by persuading these ensmy soldiers to sur=~
rendsr after they themselves had been taken prisoners by these same Wis.
Both men heve since been awarded the BRONZE STAR, for their courage. At
1300 hours, the pletoon received orders to go through IALEU with Co K
of the 3IAth Inf, Regt. and demobilize the abandoned enemy tanks, One
officer, (Lt. Gibbs) took one section and went W out of IALEU for about
1500 yards. 8/Sgt. Balawich took snother section and went N of IALEU for
about 500 yards stopped the M-10s, and went forward with a corporal(MARIIN)
in a jeep for about 500 more yards dismounted , and went on foot to look
for gun positions. They went about 1/4 mile, selected psotions and then
'began to return when they were surrounded by one Cerman officer and nine
EM. The two (BALAWICH & MARTIN) did not surronder but retained their
arms and tried to talk the Germans into surrendering to them. The Germans
refused to give up their arms but after Balawich had told them that they
were surrounded and that most of their officers had been captured, they
finally agreed to teks him back to his own lines. They started back
but the germans wers captured by our Infantry as they neared our lines.
#When this was completed, one section stayed in a defensive position in
IAIEU, the other section under Lt. Gibbs with a section from the 3rd
platocn of Ren. went in search of Germen armored vehicles along the ,
following route:; LALEU.TO MONTHOURED Coord 5523 then to Le GHALAINGE Coord
5426 then along the road SW Coord 4821 and E along road back to LA MEIE
SUR SARTEE where the platoon went back into defensive psotionts as of the
night befare. Prisoners taken by the company platoon during the day
viere thirty-eight--including one major, ome captain, three lieutenants
Lt. Gibbs was commended upon the excellent work he did during the day.
At 0900 hours the lst platoon moved to a psoition 1 mile ¥ of the town
but found a platoon of Compeny C in position, there rendering its presence
unnecessary. At 1400 hours Company A wes attached to the 121st Cawalry
with mission of moving to MONTAGNE to cope with a reported tank attack
in vieinity of MOULINS LA MARCHE,.

’
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{Contimued)

15 .Aug . 144

At 1600 hrs., lst pl went into defensive pos at 8719, and the

3rd pl into Coord. 6618. At 1900 hrs the Co. was relieved from
the 121st Cav end the lst pl moved back E of LA MELE and the
3rd pl moved back to the Cp at Coord 5616 1000 yds SE lLe LELE,
Co B moved from BLEVE into defensive positions in LA MELE,

Co C's action has been fully covered but the part played by
Ren Co who had elements working with Co € is not fully set out
in"that report. Ren Co was alerted for action at 0800 hrs with
2ll reconn pls moving out to establish contact with a Germen
armored column moving from W to E about 100 yds N of the Bn. biv
area., The 2nd pl moved H into the woods and geined conbtact but
had to withdraw when our air force bombed and strafed the woods
and the German coliumn, When the air activity had ceased, the 2nd
pl moved N capturing 18 pws end (in conjunction with Co c took
follow:_ng abandoned equipment of the enemy:

3 Armo trucks

fuel dump

1 staff car -

4 armored cars (3 tracks). .

1 dark V tank

Ren Co's lst pl moved Nw to ALENCON capturing two 20mm anti-air
craft guns, fomn (4) prisoners and one armored cer (half track)

Bn 8-2 (Capt. PARKIN ) with crew , picked up 20 prisoners and
turned them over to the PW auth. The following is an sccount
of the incident by Captain PARKIN:

After the action of the l4th of August, the 3n moved to
within 6 miles of NOGENT* LE- BOI SW of the town, leaving the
old area 1 mile SW of LA NMELE SUR SARIEE at 1E30 hrs, and
closing in XOGENT at 2400 hrs. distance traveled .68 miles. Ben
Co set up. in ORMOV, 3 miles SE of the town of NOGENP, Co A
closed at a point 9 miles § of DREUX et Coord 3520. Co B moved
to within 4 miles N of CHARIRES with the 2nd and 3rd pls ging
into position nesr the Company CP. Ensmy planes strafed the
road near the compeny but their were no casualties. Co B fewenal
vieinity of Coord 3616. Distence traveled 66 miles. Co C moved
to NOGENT LE ROI to Coord 4124 with the pls taking up dei‘ens:.ve
ppaitions there. Distance traveled, about 70 miles.

‘Route of Marchs:

' St Quentin De Blavou, la Boyse Grawelle,
8t Jouin De Blavou, la Pin Ia Carenne, lauvem, Remelard,
Moutiers Au Perche, Madeline, Signy,Verigny, Challer, Neron,
NOGENT LE ROIX,
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- 17 Ang 144

At 1700 hrs on the 16 Ang 44, the Bn C, 0. called a meeting

- of the Compeny Conmanders to brief all concerned on 813th T, D, Bn.

F. O, No 547 8ee FO No. 7 for full details. At 1840 hrs, the Bn CP
moved out through OOY, WOGENT LE ROI, COULOMBS, To CHANDELIES at
goord 452232. closing at 1925 hrs. Diste.nce traveled 8 miles. Co A
moved from pos 9 miles § of DREUX at 1820 hrs, with mission of pro=-
tectihg bridgehead in 315th Inf Regt sector B of the EURE River. The
compeny arrived at Coord 4622 just Se of CHANDELLES at 1930 hrs. Pls
went into pos,-- lst Pl Coord 4721, 2nd pl 4621, 3rd pl 4822 along:
the front of the 3i5th Inf. Compeny expended sabout 300 rds of .50
cal ammo. firing at enemy aircraft over our positions. Ren Co moved
1 mile SE of NOGENT LE ROI near VILLERS, Co B moved to Ia PLACE (6
miles ) and while in biv were strafed by enemy planes. No casualties,
Two prisoners (Russians) were taken near the Company area and turned
over to the P¥ enclosure. Company at Coord 4920, Co,; C. moved to
Coord 4424, NOGENT LE ROX, with the 1lst, 2nd and Srd pls in pos IW
of the town,

NOTE: It is intcrsting to observe that enemy air activity during
these days had shown a marked increase and in subseguent days, sev-
eral IE 169s and FW 190s were shot down in the 79th Inf Div sectpr
with the 813th TD Bn accounting for threa. Further details of'the
action to be found in subsequent pages of thls report, '

Te Bn B Ech moved frdm 6 miles S of NOGENT IE ROI (3520)
to 2 miles S of COULOEBS. Traveling 7 miles. Their was no changs
in the positions of the remainder of the Bn,.

v
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3 Company A-- At about 1030 hours 1 enemy plene (lMe 109) was shot

down by Company A in their sector SE of CHANDELLES coord 4622. The . "~ .
pilot was picked up by the 3X¥5th Infantry Regt and was-evidently an

ace as he had 33 kills marked on his plane: 11 British and 22 American.
Another Me 109 was shot down by the company but did'not fall in the im-
mediate vieinity. Later that day the company was assigned the mission

with the 314th Inf. CP as protection against tanks. Company commender with.

the lst plat left the position SE of CHANDELLES at 1230 hours and arrived
at position 1 3/4 miles SW of FAVRIEUX at 2130 hours coord 52b5. Remainder
of Co. left et 1745 hours arrived 500 yards § of FAVRILUX, 5456 at 0100
hrs., distauce traveled about 27 miles. The rest of tihe Bn. moved. Ren,
Cos., 2nd and 3rd plats were working with the riring compenies with the
Pioneer and 1lst plats moving across country in a NE directicn reaching
FAVRIEUX about seven miles from MANTES, which is the first large town
across the SEINE River which river the Bn crossed two days later, the
first armored unit to cross the SEINE River. The company, less the 2nd
plat went into bivouac at coord 5652,

Company B-- The Company moved from LA PLACE with the 106th Cavarly
There was a tenporary stop at coord 5539 and the Znd plat went into pesitim
at this point picking up seven Germen prisoners soon after. 1lst & 3rd .
plats. plus the Company CP continued on N with the Cavalry for about 8
miles receiving enemy artillery fire. They moved off the road into en
assembly ares where the lst plat went into firing position and expending
38 rounds of EE, 3 rounds APC and 2 rounds of AP at tmrgets to the front.
The Company then moved to just N of FAVRIEUX at coord 5456. Company C
moved 2 miles to coord Y5155 teking up position in LA TETRE ST DEHNIS,

The Bn CP moved to LA TETRE ST DENIS coord 5155. The Bn. Rear echelon
moved 27 miles from its position 2 miles § of GOULOLﬂb to LOLGI]L& coord
5254, closing at 0200 hours coord 4522.

144y Company Bs! lst and 2nd platoons moved from the assembly area near = -

FAVRIEUX withone unit of the l06th Cavalry on reconn through SEPIUIL,
ORGERUS, BEHOUST, GARANCIERES, and QUEVE IEE YVELIN; lst plat staying
in dlrect fire pos:.tion in %the last named town and at this point-having
no contact with the enemy. 2nd Platoon left the 1lst platoon at this
point and went on ¥ to tho next town inbto firing position. They fired
four rounds of HE and four of APC at an enemy tank but were unable to
ascertain full damege to the tank. The 3rd platoon left the assembly
area with one unit of the l06th Cavelry and one ssction of Reconn. Co.
to MAULE inbo firing positions. The Ren. section had & short skirmish
with enemy foot troops but there was no further contact with the enemy
end later the Co. CP moved to AMOUVILLE coord 6251, 1ls section of RZen.
each, platoon on listening post duty with each destroyer compeny. One
Section of the lst platoon with Company A captured 6 German Fis' and
one section with Compeny B shot-up a Germem. Therother section with Co.
C had no conbtact with the enemy. -
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19 Aug 44
(con‘c:mued)

- 20 Aug 44

While Co A was on reconn, they picked up one German cargo truck, which
after proper declaration wes used as an esuxiliary supply truck. Co C’
at LA TETEE ST. DENIS, Coord: 5155, reported no change.

During this period the Bn received reports to the effect that
thousands of Germens were trying to swim the SEINE RIVER in an attempt
to escape the fast traveling armored columns approaching the River. The
81l3th TD Bn at this time was preparing to cross the River, waiting for the
bridge to be completed by the engineers (pontoon br:.dge), near NARIES-
GASICOURT. , .

Tt has been previously mentioned that the Bn Re Ech had moved 'bo
LONGNES. Before entering the town the comvoy stopped for a short rest
halt and the lst Sgt of Hq. Co. (KINNEY) dismounted from the lead vehicle
to investigate a camouflaged,truck‘parked beside the roed there. TUpon

' »nearing the truck, he was fired upon by what proved to be two German sol=-

diers who were s:.ttlng in the oab of the truck, wounding him in the leg
(left. Fire was returned but-‘the two Germens escaped on foot, leaving
the\venlcle. ‘The~vehicle, upon investigation, was found to contaln e load
of gasoline and diesel fuel. The lesson to be gained from such an incident
is obvious end throughout the Battalion's long treks across France all per-
sonnel were watchful and wary of any vehicles parked along the road, be-
cause. with the swit'tness of the Allied advence, very frequently small but
well armed pockets or groups of the ensmy were frequently to be. encountered
along the route of march end sometimes they were unaware of the presence of
our troops in tne vieinity.

The 20th of August 1944 was a most importent dey in the history of.
the Bn as it became at 1630 to 1645 hrs the first armored unit to cross
the SEINE RIVER, Details follow: :

The Bn less Co A and the Bn Rr REch left their respective areas or
nos:.t:.ons at about 1200 hrs prepar:mg to cross the River at 1600 hrs.
Between 1600 hrs and 1630 hrs the Engineer'!s bridge across the SEINE was
completed end at approximately 1645 hrs, the Bn C.0. Col JEFFRIES and the
Bn 8—5 end crew in an 1-20 followed by the Bn CP group, Ren Co, Co B, Co C,
the 813th TD Bn' (S8P) having full priority on crossing this bridge. Co &
and the ‘Bn Rear Ech plus the remainder of Ren Co crossed +the SEINE the
follow:_ng; day, Previous to the crossing the Pioneer Pltn. of Ren. Co. had
set up a redio position near the bridge which was then in the process of
construction. The Co set up in 8T, MARTIN IA GARENNE at Coords 6658. Co
B assembled near ARIOUVILLE and moved to the Bn assembly area near BEILI

' COTE &nd moved under Bn control across the SEINE RIVER at Giernes NB to

another assembly aree, followed by the Co. CP. Llater the Co. CP moved to
% mile E of FOOLAINVILIE, 3rd Pltn. moving with the CPs The 1lst and 2nd
Pltns. moved 1 mile B of the Co. CP into an assembly aree. The Company was
in the general vicinity of Coord: 6064, ’
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Co C-~ After the crossing of the Seine Co ( . ved to vicinity of

VENTHEIUL Coord (6069) téking up positicns in that vicinity.

_ As has vpeen stated, co A did not cross on 20 Aug '44 but was
ordered to move from its’ pos 500 yds § of FAVRIEUX at 0745 hours
arriving in MAGNANVILLE at coord 5759 at about 0815 hours. The
1lst plat went into position at coord 6058; the 2nd nlatoon at coord
5760; the 3rd paltoon at 5963. Later, at 2100 hours, the lst platoon
moved to coord 5167 and the 2nd platoon to coord 5462 and the 3rd
platoon joined the Co. CP/.

The Bn., CP was then located at Coord 5966 in the town of 8T,
MARTIN LA GARHENYNE,

The Bn. rear echelon crossed the SEINE RIVER and moved about 13
miles to & position 1/2 mile S of SANDRICOURT coord 5565 closing at
0710 hours. There vms no chenge in the pesition of Ren. To. who did
minor reconn in a limited erea and remainder of Co. did maninteance on
vehicles, Company CS’ 1st platoon fired four rounds of HE on ehemy -
troops 4 miles NE of VETHEUIL but had no further contact with the enemy
Co. B CP remained in FOLLAWVILLE with the 1lst platoon going into posfuon
about 1000 yards of the town; _the 2nd pleatoon into firing position
near the road between LI"TAY and ST PiRE; ena the 3rd pletoon moving N
of ST PERE into firing position on the roads to SAILLY, DROCOURT, and ,

VETHEUIL. There wss no contact with the enemy.

. fompeany A at 1030 hours moved its CP to coord 5862 with the 3rd
platoon remaining in MAGNANVILLE. A ‘1700 hours, the 3rd platoon moved
two 1{-10s to VLRT to cover reported’ enemy advance. At 1830 hours the
Company assembled and movad across the SEINE RIVER AT RESNV SUR SEINE, -
with the CP moving into LIVAY at coord 6162 and the lst and 3rd platoons
are also in pssition there. The 2nd platoon went into position 1l mile
W of ISSOH. There was considerable enemy air activity during the period. .
The Bn. CP moved to town of VETHEUIL into 2 building formerly occupied
by the Germens. The locetion at soord 596696 bordered the SEINE RIVER.



22 Aug 4=

Ren Co was looeted in ST MARTIN LA GAREENE and its 3rd pl establ

. an QP in-vic of IA ROCHE GUYOR. At 1700 hrs, they engaged four trucks

23 Aug 44z

loaded with German Infentry uaming on them 37mm, MGs and rifles. One Rm
EM was wounded, hospitalized and returned to duty all on the same dey.
The enemy returmed ‘fire with liGs' and small arms such es burp guns and
rifles. Ren's piomser pl located two enemy barges, one loaded with
food and the other with supplies. All supplies were turned over to the
French and the barges were destroyed by order of the commnding officer
of the 313th Inf Regt.. fma"ls*h and 2nd Pls were manning OPFs for Cos X
and B. Enemy planes were very active over Co A's sector (Limey 6162)
and machine gunners in the company fired about 500 rds of cal. 30 and
.50 at -the planes who flew over their sector Co B's pls were all in
firing pos' along the road rumning from LIMAY to ST PERE. Co C rptd

no changes,’ : _

At 2330 hrs onithe 22nd of Aug 44 the COMDR of the 3Il4th
Inf Regt advised that the Bn CP be moved from VETHEUIL as the enemy

" was about to stage a counter attack on VETHEUIL and upon the suggestion

of the 314th Inf the Bn left VETHEUIL and moved to a temporary loca-
tion on hill 127 vie ST MARIIN later moving to FOLLATNVILIE at Coord
6064, The attack did take place deteils of which will follew,
Co A in pos. along front of 315th Inf Regt. 2nd Bn. <he 2nd

pl went into pos 2 miles B of LIVAY Coord 6461 (Map LIMAY 1/25000),
with the 3rd pl 2 miles SE of IIMAY at Coord (6159), and the lst pl

in res at the Co CP. -The 1lst pl was alerted and warned of counter
attack and et 0900 hrs,.the 2nd pl from its pos observed enemy ap-
proaching from N of GUITANCOU. At 0930 hrs, the 2nd pl received

small arms fire from the front and from the woocd s in their rear and
shortly after the pltn sgt reptd their pos becoming untenable. - The
pl opened fire on enemy infl.* At 1000 hrs also firing on enemy tanks
and observn.nf; hits but did not disable the tanks. The fire on the
enemy inf. however, was effective. AL this time one Sgt VARNERIN was
wounded by shell fire from an enemy tank and another Sgt LAMOUREUX went
to move a wounded infantry man who was in the path of the fire neer his
M-105 and was himself wounded in the head, Both Sgts were destroyer
comdrs, Company Hgq rec'd the rpt that two ‘M~10s had been knocked out
but that rpt was erronecous and the correct version was that the M-10
comdrs had been injured or disabled. At about this time the 2nd pl was:
receiving heavy enemy tenk and small arms fire from the front end rear
and the ehemy on the high groundte the rear called upon the two most
forward guns to surrender an order which was answered by increased fire
from the 2nd pl. NOTE: At 0900 hrs the lst pl had been moved to a pos
1000 yrds E of LIMAY along the highway to resist an enemy attack from
the high ground to the ¥ Coord 6261,




23 Aug '44

c~—

Co A continued: From this pos at 1000 hrs tue 1lst pl opened with
HE direct fire on enemy troops deploying § towards pl firing 35
rds ot . a renge of 500 to 700 yds and observed effect at which

_time they were ordered to cease fire by the £.0. of the 315th.

Inf who stated that the pl was firing on friendly troops. The
order was obeyed but the accuracy of it was doubtbed by the pl
and later investigation proved that the troops upon whom they
had been firing were definitely enemy as the woods were full of
Infantry dead from 20 to 30 with evidences that several more had
been wounded and evacuated hastily.. Again the pl commender of
the 1lst: pl (GIBBS now lst Lb. ) was commended far his alertness
and thorough commend of the situdtion during the action and pre-
venting the threatened break through into the town of LIMAY.

" During the lst pl's fire enemy inf were observed moving into
the rear of Co A.s 2nd pl positicns. At about that time the re-
port was received by runner that two of 2nd pls #-10's had been
knocked out and that the pl was receiving small arms fire from
three sides. C.0, of {o A ordered pl. to withdraw with whet it
had left and talke altermate pos along the road. As the pl pulled
out two M~1l0ts were hit killing one ‘Sgt and one Pvt and wounding
several other members of the crew, Situstion became stabilized
and about 1700 hours the lst pl was ordersd %o assume and oceudy
the position which the 2nd pl had during the fight. The two re-
meining M-10fs of the 2nd pl took up pos along the highway at’
(6460) to resist a reported threat from the E and then at 1800
hrs the pl was called back to reorganize and reequipp. At 1900
hrs, the In Off, (Lt SPxJﬁY) with one sec of Ren Co observed en
inf with 3 en tks moving W in area Coord 7056 end called for L~
10ts  of 3rd pl which ozme up taking pos at Coord 7056 and firing
60rds HE direct range of 8000 yds. Enemy returned fire reinforced
by other guns and to escape a bracketing pos into which the en-
emy was quickly placing our L=-10's to their posa at (6359). Be-
causs of the extreme range, the extent of damege to the enemy
from our fire could not be determned. Ren Co remained en the QP
in vicinity of IE ROCHE GUYER, capturing three germens. They were
heavily shelled by enemy artillery during the day and the 2nd sec
aided "in the tank fight rear GUITRAN COURT. The lst pl remeined on
OP at EPONE. This pl also received heavy shelling. The 3rd pl re-
mained in biv for much needed rest.

‘Co B CP remained in the seme area (1 miles E of FOLLALIVILLE
Coord 6164.—) l1st pl in the area also, and saw enemy tanks and foot-
troops in front of their positions, but they were out of range of
fire, 2nd pl was in pos in genereal wicinity ot 1l mile E of LIMAY.
One 14-10 was knocked cut by the enemy and burnmed completely.. Two
men were killed, one Sgt and one Pvt and several obthers wounded.
The pl fired 100 rds of HE, 20rds of AP, at enemy tanks and foot
troops, knocking out one IK V1 tank, killing and woundirng about
one platoon of enemy infantry. Two more tanks were fired upon and

. believed hit but could not assert just how great domage was caused

these vechickes, The 3rd pl was in general vicinity of seme area
and they fired 37 rds HS, 12 rds AP, 1000 rds of Cal .50 and 1000
rds cel .30 ammo at more Infantry and tanks, A great many more Ger-
mens were killed and wounded and it is believed that on that day
that the combined operations of these pls of o B killed and wound=
ad close to a full company of Cerman Int'antry.

Co Cts 3rd pl moved into the viecinity of 8T LA GARENMNE, but
other ‘than this change the companyn remained pretty much in a

tetic pos.
Bn CPF was: then at FOLLAIRVILIE at Coord 6064
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Ren. Co. hed sections from the 1st and 2nd plats on OP duty

~ and the Pioneer Platoon working with the 106th Cav. remained

25 Aug 144:

on their OP all day. The rest of the company in bivouac, but
two Ron. EM went on patrol w/ the 313th Inf. into the town of
VETHEUIL from which place the Bn. CP had been suggested to move
(by the. Comdr. Officer of the Inf. Hegt.). The enemy was
enpgaged in VEI'HEUIL and a Gerren automatic weapon soldier was
¥illed by & Ren man (Pfc Shacding). When the action had finished
the Germans left the town. o ,
Thore was litkle activity in Co A's sector and bubllittle
in Co B's sector. The lst & 2nd Plats. of Co B remaining in the
same area as previous day. The 3rd plat moved one gun from its
position W of ST PERE into town on the FEast side. All plats could
observe enemy troops in front of their position but there was no
firing done. All gun positions were then being dug in by & bull-
dozer. )
Co. C moved from VETEEUIL, coord 8068 to o mile E of ST MARTIN 1A
CARENME, coord 5965. ) )

Ren. Co. had one section with each destroyer platoon and the

- Pioneer plat was working with the 106th Ca¥w. Co A picked up two

suspects through to be Gorman soldiers in civilian clothes near

their positions at coord 6359. Thuy were turned over to the 7Sth Inf. Div
Hq., for complete interrogetion. A check was made of the arca where the
2nd plat had its fight on 23 Aug '44. 16 dead Germans were found near

one small ridge which one Cpl, Burwell had shot out. Witnesses confirmed
funner reports of hits on enemy tanks, one observer saying that he saw
Germens towing one large German tenk away from the ‘area. Check of the
area in which the 3rd plat of Co. & fired on 23 Aug 44 revealed 6 dead -
Germens and evidence of scores of others wounded. There was no chenge

in the position of Co. B. The Bn. CP remained in the area at FOLLATNVIELE
coord 8064, There was intermittent shellin of the areas of the Brn..(P....
and Co. B but no casualties resulted. '



26 Aug '44:

1115. .

" Lt. Hoyle, the §-X, the S-3, Colonel Speiss, were oriented on the Corps

contemplated plan to expend the bridgehead. CLolonel Speiss was instructed
to make the necessary arrangements to rellieve Company A, 813th TD Bn.,

by Compeny B of the 773rd TD Bn., tonight. To move at 0800 tomorrow
morning Company A, 773rd TD Bn to the presemt position of Company B,

773rd TD Bn and was informed that at the earliest opportunity the balance-
of his battalion would be moved across the river. By this operation 00
813th TD Bn, can move Company A, 8l3th to an assembly aree in the fubure
79th Division area where it can promptly reinforce hie Company B or C.
Company A, 773rd TD Bn, will be in a position where it can promptly -
reinforce Company B, 773rd TD Bn or Company B, 813th TD BN. Company A

end B of the 773rd will remein under complete control of the 79th Division
until the 30th Division arrlves in sufficient forces that these two
compan:.es cen be used.

P;foposed Operation to IZxpend Bridgehead and Imstructions pertaining to TD's.

Sunday, the 27th, the 79t} Division will make & limited objective attack
6 seize high ground in the vieinity of 6469, Tongiht or tomorrow the 30th
Division should arrive and should relieve the 79th Division of the South
east, one third of their sector, with the 30th Division nam.nrr preparatlons
for the mein attack.on Monday around 0800.

Today the 5th Armored Division will push reconnaissance along the Seine
with the view of cleaning out German resistance immediately south of the
Seine to a short distance beyond NEULAN 7462. Tomorrow, Sunday 27th, it is
expected the 5th Armored Division will establish a bridgehead at IMEULAN, and -
the Corps Engineers on the night of the 27-28 will construct a bridge. at
-MEULAN, On lMonday in the main attack, one Combat commend, probably CCB
will cross on this bridge pass through the bridgehead to the north and
opera’ce in the open country directly north of MEULAW and turn to the North

vest in the vicinity of AVERIES 725705 with the primery purpose of creating
havoc in the rear of the troops in the corps objective. As soon as the
Corps objective is teken, if we have not received oraers to march to
the no*’ch Northeast, or Dast, this Combat Commend will return to the
march 40 the Worth, to the v:.c:.n:.ty of IEULAN. The objective in the main
attack on Monday the 28th is the seizure of the highground extending from
6073, 8672, 7069, with the 79th Division on the left and the 30th Division
on the right. , .

This i1s the plan subject to approval of “the Army Commander.

Recommendations of the Group Commaender to move Company B of the 773rd
TD Bif into the line to relieve Company A of the 813th TD Bn and to move
Compeny A into the present position of Company B 773rd 1D Bn, was approved
with the reluctant concurrance of the G-3, 79th Division.
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26 Aug 44

To

27 Aug 44

Co A: Prom o period of 25 Aug to 2200 hrs ., png 44:
The enemy attempted counter attacks during period. The first attack
started at 1630 hrs directed areinsted the 3l4th Inf. The Enemy
used 15 tanks and SP guns supported by 200 In#. The atback was
broken up by the combined efforts of the 8l13th T, D. BW, artillery

fire end the work of the 3l4th Inf. 7 tanks {enemy) were destroyed

including MKlv., V, and VI types. The part played by Co B is as |
follows: When the enemy attacks with Infentry and tanks their attack -
was preceded by heavy artillery fire. The 3rd-pl of Co B engaged
threee enemy tanks knocking out -2ll three later identified as one
each Mk IV, V, VI. During the engagement, the pl had one destroyer
disabled, And had two cases of fombat Exhaustion. The 2nd. pl of
Co B knocked out one and possibly two other enemy tanks and also
anniliilated at least one company of enemy Infantry with shell HE.
THe compeny CP was heavily shelled and the company had four casual-
ties among them being the company commander (CAPT LARRINORE ). The
attack was repulsed and Co B had a major role in repelling the at-
tack. The company fired approximately 250 rds of HE, 50 rds of APC,
and 2500 rds of small arms ammo. The compeny CP moveed to Coord 60
64 (FOLLAINVILIE), with the company executive in command of the co=
mpany. The platoons stayed in their positions for that night.

.Co C's 2nd and 3rd pls moved and took up defensive positionm

% miles SE ST MARTIN LE GATENNE. lst pl fired 1500 rds of Cal .50
amno on enemy mortar and XG nosltlons ‘while its security section
fired and additional 1000 rds of Cal .30 ammo on German Inf advancmg
toward their pos. repelling the attack with the aid of the 313th Inf.
Co B's pls remeinig in their former positions fired an additional 20
rds of KB but otherwise had no further contack,

: Co A at 1515 hrs left its pos around LIMAY and assembled at
2000 hrs SE of FOLLATNVILIE (6162). At 1600 hrs ¥rd pl left for pos
at LES WUES Coord. (6363) to take anti-tank position. lst and 2nd pls
want forwerd to make recomn of pos at 6565 Coord. At 1815 hrs the 1st
and 2nd pls moved forward to pos at 6364. At 2100 hrs platoons took
up pos slightly in front of Co Cp spending the night there. Remain=-
der of the compemy snent the night in SE FOLLAINVILIE receiving en
artillery fire wnich wounded two EM . One.Germen soldier was taken
prisoner and sent to PY cage for interrogation snd imprisonment.

Hen Co remained in old location until 1430 hrs and biv area
was shelled by the enemy artillery during the night. Shell fire knock=
ed out one vehicle and wounded two EM. One section from each pl still
was working with each destroyer company doing OP duty. Pioneer pl
still manned OP at the old area . The company CP Group left and kept
liason with 108th Cav.




. BT Aug t44:

28 Augtr44

Executive © ~up established liaison with the ~13th Infantry for the
Badl tallon. s, Company assembly mrea was loc .d at Coord 6064,

"The Bn TP moved to ST PERE FONTENAY, coord 6384 with Ren Co. All

. Ren plats mammed OPs for destroyer companies and moving forwerd with the

79th Division, and also maintaining liaison with the 314th Inf,

Co. As At 0700 hours Co A plats moved forward to take position:
lst Plat at coord 6566; 2nd plat at coord 6565; 3rd plat at coord 6664.
The terrain was very difficult for the 1-10s to make much hesdwey because
the marshiness and heavily forested areas. At 0945 hours Co As lst plet

_knocked out a 1k V tank at a range of 800 yards. The plat later in the

‘2'9'&115 144:

dey were undsr heavy shell fire and one EM was wounded. One German was
taken prisoner. AL 1930 hours the lst plat moved to coord 6666; 2nd plat

“to coord 8767; 3rd plat to coord 6766. At 2000 hours Lo A moved its CP

near LES RUES TO ‘SAILLY, coord 6466. ,

Co. Bs moved o ST PERE FONTENAY coord 6364 with the. 3rd plat poing.
into enti-tank posn.tlon end covered the advance of the 314th Inf towards
their objective of DROCOURT.

Co. C: moved to ST PERE leaving the 1lst plet in a reserve position
2:1/2 miles 88 of ST rz.mrm 1A CA.REIEE\'E.

.

The Bn CP and led. Bn Aid station movéd‘to ATICOURT, coord 6569.

 Moving with the 79th Inf, Div. Ten. Co. maintained a& screen of OPs

in the division sector for our own Bn. One German officer was captured
by the 3rd Plat. Co A's plats began moving out at 07u0 hours. One EU
injured in en M-10. The lst plat went into vosition et coord 6869; 2nd
plat at 6810; 3rd palt at 6770, At 1300 hours, a German rocked Gun began
shelling plat position and Lt. Gibbs spotted there pesition and called for
artillery and adjusted artillery effectige fire on that gun position. At
1200 hours the Co. A. CP moved to LAITTSVIILL 6868. One Germsn soldier
was taken prisoner near SAILLY.

£o B was in Bn Heserve during the attack of the XIX Corps. The plats
provided Anti-tank defense in the Div sector supporting the 315th Inf. Zegt.
Contact was made with the enemy and one prisoner was taken by the Company.
Co. C moved to vicinity of AINLOURP, with the lst Znd and 3rd plats going
into position 4 miles I of the town.



30 Auge '44: The DBn CP group moved to EANDADNITVILIE at coord 0697. The Bn rear Ech
moved 3 miles to 1 1/2 miles W of HARAVILLIERS, closing at 2200 hours and
later in the ¥bivousc area taken 9 prisoners. (o departed from ALNIUURT
less the 3rd plat moving NB with other elements of the Bn and the 79th Inf.
Div.Somé Ren. elements helped to form a Reconn screen in front of the Biw.
2nd plat engaged the enemy at 1500 hours capturing 5 germans wounding two and
killing ' one. o set up CP at EARAVILLIERS, and the lst and 3rd pls.ts went
on route reconn with the leading elements,

‘Co. At Co's A, 3rd plat moved out at, 0830 hours and joined the 313th
CT ARTAIERS, marched with them to 1B RUEL. At 18% hours 1 =10 fired 12
rds EB 2t a suspected enemy bivouac area, The plat moved ingo the town of . -
1B RUEL; where the M-10 plet fired 3 rds HE. at three German asutos, ammo
truck, and ammo dump, disabling the vehicles and setting on fire the ammo
dump eand killing several german soldiers. The plat left the 313th Inf.
at LE RUEL, at 1900 hours reverting and returning to company control: taking
up & position at coord 8580. The rest of the company left LAINSVILIE, at-
0800 hours merching to ENFER, where they picked up Co. A lst Bn 315th Ing.
for protection against enemy infentry and joined ¢ of 315th Inf., arriving at
BERVILIE. The 1st and 2nd plats moved into position at coord 8780 and fired
38 rds of emmo, 35 rounds HE and 3 rds of APC at ememy column at & range of
3800 yards w:u.-bh the extent of demage unlmown. CP moved to BERVILIE, at 1900
hours et coord 8881 (SEIVE ET QISE) ' ' .

Coe B 1/4 miles E of HARGVILLIERS at coord 8680.

Co. C moved 18 miles to NEWVILLE-BAC, coord 38382,

31 Aug. 144: The Bn CP remeincd at its position of 30 Aug 1544, but the Bn Hear Ech
moved 15 miles %o 1/2 mile SECAIRIGNY, coord 0292,
«*Co. route together with the 2nd plat moved to a point W of
M‘DnlNVILIE vhere the picnszer and Hq. plats went into bivouac and the
2nd Plat established an OP in the vicinity of CAVILLES. There the plat
ongaged :about 200 germens, shot up about 50 and took 1 prisoner. One Bil
of the 749th Tenk Batteiion from the Germens who had taken him prisoner
some days before the lst plat was working with Co. A and and the 3rd plat
with Co. Ce The CP was located at BT FELIX, :
‘ 3rd Plat moved on to at 0800 hours with the advence elements of the 313th
~ Inf. CT. marched to position at FOUDAINVILIE at 1500 hours. Remainder of Co.
moved out from BERVILIE, at 0800 hours, with CT 315th Inf. to a position about
500 yards 8 of Co. at CORCOURT at 1500 hrs. 2nd Plat went into position and
fired 29 rds HE at enemy column at coord 0970 about 4000 yards range. The
colurm and the- troops scattered but the extent of the dangge wWas unknowrn.
At 1500 hrs. the 1lst plat went into position at FOURSEUX, firing 43 rds HE
at enemy colurmm coord 1195. At 1800 hours the lst plat went into position
coord 0896 and fired 42 rounds cf HE at about 50 germens with mortors at
coord 1096, silencing german morters, At 1900 hours lst and 2nd plats moved
into position at coord at 0897. Co. CP moved to position 1500 yards of ”
W of ANGY (0696) '
The Compeny closed in on an area 1 mile W ofMOUI, at coord 0593. The
- o, CP of Co. C moved 20 miles to HIEMES, coord 0298,




