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HFADQUARTERS
81lth Tank Destroyer Battalion :
' It November 19hk

SUBJECTs After Action Report for October 19:14&- W‘y
TO t Commanding General . o ; )
Tth Armored Division o S

R,

1, 0n 1 Oct 194k the Blk TD Bn,, attached to the 7th Armored Division,
was sub-attached as follows: Company "A" to CCA, Company B to CCB, while Hgq and
Hq Coy Ren Cos and "C" Cempany with D Co (~1 platoon) 17th Tank Battalion, "G
Co 33rd Engineers together with 165 Belgium volunteers attached, formed TF JONES.

2, TF JONES had the mission of maintaining road blocka at Duerne (#1),
Liesel (#2), and Weert (#3), Holland. On October 1, 19Llj, the road block at
Duerne was given the mission of patrelling NE from Wasberg, effecting crossing of
- canal and establishing bridgehead, using pll attached Belgians as foot treops.
The Belglans refused teo attack and misslon was discarded. On October 2, 19LkL,
Belglans were returned to their homes and normal patroels continued.

- 3. The road block at Weert, relieved by British and their force, closed in
assembly position 1/2 mile North of Ommel at 1800 hours, 2 Oct 194k,

L. Road blocks at Duerne and Iiesel continued, with only small enemy
patrols encountered and several prisoners taken, until relieved by CCB at 0900,
9 Oct 194k, at which time Reconnaissance and "C" Companies assembled in bivouae
area with Hq and Hq Co. at Semmeran and attached units were relieved of attach—
ment, 8l4th (~A and B Co's) reverted to CCR control as Division Reserve.

5+ 8lhth (=A and B Co's) went into training period which lasted until 25
Oct 194k, ¥“B" Company joined the Bn on 21 Oct 19Lh. During this period Ren Co
did Area and Route Reconnaissance for CCR. _

6. On 25 Oct 154l, Ren Co attached to CCA and 81k (-A and Ren) moved to
billets in Asten and continued training. On 27 Oct 194k battalion made plans teo
defend against enemy armor attack North from Meijel and "C" Co was attached to
CCB while B Company was attached to CCR. .

7. 8ihth (A, B, C & Ren) moved to Sommeran 29 Oct 19Lk, at 1915 hours,
and finally arrived in bivouac 3 miles South of Maarheese at 1015 heurs on 30 Qot
194k, "B" Company reverted te Bn control at 1600 hours.

RECONNATISSANCE 'COMPANY

1. Ren Co remained wder battalion control until 25 Oot 194k when it was
attached to CCA to relleve "D" Company, 87th Ren, and patrol mission in vicinity
of Weert, Normal patrol activity was carried on with little enemy action encoeunt-
ered. ‘ :

P
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(After Action Report, 8ilith TD Bn, month of Oct ', cont'd)

AR COMPANY

l. On 1 Oct 194k, Company "A" with 1 platoon attached to LOth Tk Bn and A
Company (~) attached to 48th Inf, was in assembly positien in vicinity of Oploo,
Holland, On 3 Oot 19LL first platoon was msed as flank guard for LOth Tk Bn in
attack on Overloon. The second and third plateons were used as flank guards for
LBth Inf in reserve. :

2. Upon the relief of Divisien by British, Company "A" moved with CCA to
assembly area in vicinity of Maarheege on 7 Oct I9hk., On 8 Oct 19Lh moved to
assembly area 1/L mile 5N of Altweert using two platooms with L8th Inf employed
as road blocks. On 13 Oct 19Lk plateons returned to Company contrel and company
moved to indirect fire positions one mile E'of Weert., They remained in indirect
fire position firing with air observation on gelected targets until 27 0Oct 194
when ene platoon was attached to LOth Tk Bn:and moved te position 3 miles North
of Nederweert, Balance of Company remained ‘in old position with no mission,

BN COMPANY

‘ l. On 1 Oct 194k, Company "B" was attached to CCBE with two plateons employ=

ed as reserve and one platoon employed with 23rd Inf, Upen relief of CCB by GCR
the company moved to assembly area NW of 5t. Anthomis with CCB as reserve. on §
Oct 194l they moved 2 1/2 miles SE of St. Anthomis, Company Commander glven task
force consisting of "B" Company, 81lith, Company “D%, 31st Tk Bn, and 1 platoon of
Engineers. The next day first platoon, Company "B"y relieved first platoon,
Company "4", and the task foree was dissolved,

2. Upon relief by British of CCB, company moved to assembly position near
Ommel on 9 Oct 19Ll where it rémained untilil2 Oct 19LY at which time it moved
into indirect fire positions SW of Duerne. 'Numerous concentrations were fired

under control of h3ﬁth FA Bn in support of attack by CCB on canal. Remained in
this position until 21 Oct 194k when company reverted to Battalion centrol and
closed in bivouvac South of Semmeran. On 25 Oet 19kl company moved, under Battalien
control, te billets in Asten, At 0800, 27 Oct 194, company was alerted for move
and company commander with plateon leaders went on recomnaissance to select pogie
tlons to repel counter attack by enemy armor N# from Meijel. First platoon moved
out at 1430, attached to CCR, Seecond and third platoons attached at 0100 and 1300
hours respectively on 26 Oct 194k,

GCA_7AD ("A" Co., 814 TD Bn,) _
22=23 Oct ~ Remained in Indirect Fire pos#tions. Ne missions.

2u=26 Oct « No change except on 2L Oct Moﬁtar Crew fired 20 rounds of HE in
conjunction with-Tp D, 87th Ren, One MG and 2 P11l Boxes were hit,

2728 Oct ~ Second platoon attached to LOth Tk Bn on 27 Oct and moved to posi-
tion 3 mlles North of Nederweert. WNo missions for balance of Co.

29=31 Ot - +#
# Reports not available,
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(After Action Report, 8lith TD Bn., month of October 'Lli, cont'd)

Div Tps. 7AD (81l TD Bn minus A Co.)

22=2l Oct = 81l TD remained in bivouse, vicinity Zommeren. No missions. Cont'd
tmininga G

25~ Oct = Hen Co attached to CCA and rel'd. D Tp 87 Ren vicinity Weert
(608950) at 0830, Balance 81k TD (~) moved to billets in Asten,

26~ QOot « No missions.

- 27= 0ot « Asten shelled 0700 hours. B and { companies alerted 0800 hours.

. Plans and reconnaissance made to defend against armor counterattacks
North from MelJel. C company attached to TF WEMPLE, CCR, at 1200
hours and moved to positions vicinity liesel-Heitrak, First Platoen,
B Co., attached to TF CHAPHUIS, CCR, 1430 hours.

28~ Oct = Second platoon B Co. attached to TF CHAPPUIS, CCR, 0100 hours.
Third platoon B Co. attached to TF CHAPPUIS, CCR, 1300 hours. Enemy
planes dropped anti-perscnnel bombs 400 yards West of 81k CP about
1930 hours, Injured 6 men 'off LLOth FA airstrip.
; i
29- Oct ~ 814 TD (=) moved to Zomneren (588115) at 1915 hours,

30= Oct =~ 814 TD (=) moved 3 miles South of Maarheesze {545015) at 1015 hours.
B company returned to Bn control at 1610 hours.

31= Oct = No missions.
CCA TAD (Ren Co., 814 TD)

L o

RO
25« Oct - Ren Co rel'd Tp D, 87 Ren at 0830, vieinity Weert (4608950) and begen
: patrelliing missions. '
lst Platt TFrom bivovac area 5 to Nearitter; returm via Zwartbroek,
Hunsel, Ittervoort.
2nd Plat:t From biveuac area 5 along MSR tﬁ Stamproi) and retum,

e o T e e e s

3rd Plat: From bivouac area te Weert and

ederweert and return.
Plon Flatt In reserve, ~

26+27 Oct = No change.

28 Oct = First and third platoons exchanged missions. Entire first platoon
remained at Road Block in Nederweert (618009) because of enemy
threat. Ploneer platoon laid Booby traps in this vicinity, First
platoon killed 4 Germans with MG and 37 fire vicinity of road bleck,
Second platoon given additional mission of supporting first platoon
in Nederweert. ,7?

29=31 Oct = #
# Reports not available,
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(After Action Report, 81k TD Bn, menth of Oct 'hib, cont'd)
TF CHAPPUIS, CCR, 7AD (Ce. “B", 81l TD Bn) |
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27-31 Oct =~ At 1425 Hours first platoon, B Co., moved to previously selected
position and was attached to TF CHAPPUIS, CCR. Lt Col Chappuis
ordered first platoon to meve about 1 mile south on Asten-Meijel
road to establish a road block., Platoon leader was ordered te
recomoiter for TD positions further south and reported after a
dismotmted reconnaissance that the ground weuld not hold ¥=10's
and that there were no suitable pesitions. At 0100 hours the
second platoon of B company was attached to TF CHAPPUIS, CCR, and
went into read block pesition. It Col Chappuis ordered that first
plaioon leader move one M~10 about 1500 yards further south down
the road into a position odeupied by a 57 AT gun. About 0330 second
platoon leader accompanied It Tavlinsky in a 1/k ten, stopping at
first platoon position and alerting #1 gun to move south slowly and
meet them when they returned from recennaissance. On arriving at
the proposed position they moved the 57mm AT gun already occupying
the position. VWhile deing this the officers received SA fire and
mortar fire f{rom the Fast where German Infantry were moving up. A
and B companies of the L8th AIB were also receiving direst fire from
enemy tanks te their south, ‘

The officers returned to meet the destroyer.  First platoon
leader took a position on the outside of the destroyer se as to
guide it in the dark. Secand platoon leader baeked his 1/h ten
behind the destroyer and followed it as it meved. Upon arriving
near the intended position at’OL00, first platoon lezder saw small
arms and machine gun fire about 200 yards shead and halted his M~10,
An Infantry soldier ran up and reported that this fire was coming
from a German tank on the read., First platoon leader gave the order
to fire. The gumner attempted to fire 5 times (3 times with the -

solenoid and twice with the manual bar) but the gun failed to fire. b
It was then attempted to back the ¥-1C up without being detected. ' :
The gun commander moved to thé rear deck to guide the driver back,
The Germans then opened fire hitting the M=10 in the turret and the
M~-10 slipped off into thie ditch on the east side of the road. The-
gunner was seriously wounded and the loader was slightly wounded,
The Germans were now firing with mortars, machine guns, and small
arms, The second platoon leader and his driver had taken coyer in
the ditch but the driver was killed, First platoon leader called
second platoon leader to bring up the 1/li ton to evacuate the gunner,
The enemy continued intense fire but the M-10 orew and 2 officers
succeeded in removing the gunner, The Platoon leaders then returned
to their platoons., Tiger tanks were reported moving N from about
where #)l destroyer, first platoen, had been abandened and It Col
Chappuls ordered an ¥-10 forward to duel wlth them,

Seeond platoon deader told him that this employment put the
4«10 at great disadvantage and that he would obey the order wnder
protest. He then went forward to the first platoon position and
relayed the order. First platoon leader said that befere he would
order his M-10 forward he wanted to talk to Lt Col Chappuis himself, -
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{(After Action Report, Bllith TD Bn., Month ofiOct 'hli, cont'd) N

Second platoon leader undertoock to knoek dewn: the church steeple in Neerkant,

This was accomplished with about 30 hits, arcund 0900 houra. #4 gun, first plat
opened flre at a Tiger tank at about 1600 yards range. Fire opened at 0B00 and
continued wntil 0930, Second platoon leader, anticipating a tank attask down the

road, placed his destroyers in pesitions to allow short fields of filre from the flanks.
The flat terrain off the reoad was moft and #3 gun, second platoon, obtained some

gover by backing off the secondary road and bellying his tank down the field,

' Number four gun, third platoon, attached to first platosn, spetted an enemy
tank and fired until he set it on fire, Number four gun, first platoon, knocked
out an wmidentified wehicle (presumably a tank, according to Infantry reports) in
about the same vicinity as the one with which he was dueling. Fnemy fire at first
platoon's position was heavy enough to cause supporting tank crews to abanden their
vehicles, At least i medium tanks of the 17th Tk Bn and 5 halfetracks of L8th AIB
were destroyed in vicinity of first platoon position during this fire fight. Around
0930 #4 gun, first plateon, received a diréct hit with white phosphorous setting it
on fire, killing loader, seriously wounding gunner, and wounding ass't driver in faoce,
head, and right arm. First platoon leader then ordered the Securiiy Section and the
balance of his knocked out TD crews to the rear, The 1 1/2 ton security truck moved
cross—-couniry W of the read but was stuck gbout 1,000 yards N of first platoonts
position. The crew moved back on foot to company "B", 814 TD Bn CP, which had been
established at LB8th AIB CP at about 1000 hpurs, Later in the day artillery fire
damaged the 1 1/2 ton truck,. S

The first platoon leader received a report about 1100 hours that his #1 ¥=10
had been evacuated by the Germans in spite of Ameriecan Artillery fire in that area.
Between 1200 and 1230 hours three heavy artillery concentrations were delivered by
the enemy in the area occupyed by company “B" GP, During the third cencentration
Comparny Commander was seriously wounded and his ¥=20 ecrew were slightly wounded.
All four were evacuated immediately, : X

At 1300 hours the third platoon was attached te CCR and third platoen leader
was plven command of the company. Platoon sccupied reserve positions, Around 1L0O
hours four or five German tanks supporting a deployed Infantry attack moved North
on the Asten-Meijel road and the tanks fired on #i gun, third platoon destroyer
damaging the building behind which the destroyer had taken e¢over. When German
artillery was also directed at this position Lt Tavlinsky went back on foot to the
advanced L8th AIB CP to see if they would allow him to move the lone destroyer back
to a betler position. He was referred to Lt Col Chappuis' CP and then learned by radie
that # gun, third platoon, had attempted to 'move back cress-country without orders
and was now moved near the 1 1/2 ten security truck., Lt Col Chappuis ordered another
destwoyer immediately to the position originally held by #4 gun, thérd platoon.
Second platoon leader ordered #i gun, second platoon, back down the road to etay
there until he personally ordered them out. In spite of German direct fire on the
road all day, #B guny second platoon, arrived at the advanced position about 1615,

During the damy small arms fire from the E of second plateens position had
been heavy and continued during the night. Around midnight Bn Maintenance accompw
lished the evacuation of #l4 gun, third platoon, and the 1 1/2 ten security truck,
Small arms and mortar fire was heavy. By 0500 hours “C" Co, LOth AIB dug in Fast
of second platoon's position, ‘ ‘

R
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(After Action Report, 8lith ID Bn, Month of Oct tlk, cont'd)

During the night 5 light tanks of the B7th protected his Fast flank, withdrawing
behind him during the night and by daylight there were practically no supporting
troops near #li gun, second platoon's positicn,

Around 0700 approximately 30 enemy Infantry moved to within LOO yards of
East flank but the light tanks drove them off. About 0730 5 medium tanks from
CCB attempting to establish liaison with CCR arrived near second platoon leaders
position and he used them to strengthen his west flank. At approximately the
same time 3 Mk VI tanks with Infantry were reported by L8th AIB, to be moving
in on second platoon's east flank, The, tanks wwer ran ¢ Co, L8th AIB pesition
and one continmied west across the read and eut across country until it became mired
One of CCB's medium tanks had moved forward and the second platoon observed 5 hits
from 1ts 76mm boumce off. #3 gun, second plateoen fired 3 rounds in the turret and
the Tiger began to smoke, Ibs erew escaped. The other 2 Mk VI's took cover behind
buildings to the front of the second platoon's position and subsequently withdrew
under the smoke and eonfusion. The LBth AIB mowved its forward CP back near the
second platoon's position and reorganized the remnants of "C" Company. The tanks
from CCA were ordered back to their zons and later i mediwn tanks from Co. C, 17
Tk Bn moved up behind the TDs. In the meantime #l gun, second platoon, radiced
that he could see enemy Infantry in a position to outflank him to the East and 4
¥k VI's south on the road from his position. He stated that the supporting Infan-
try had withdrawn and asked for permission to come back. The second platoon leadw
er told him teo try it down the road as the destroyer would get stuck going oross=
country on elther slde of the road,

While It Rose was listening on the radic he could hear the ,50 cal. firing.
¥ith the gun in the rear position the driver swung the ¥=10 out on the read, At
high speed and with the crew firing the three inch gun, .50 cal., and throwing
hand grenades, the driver bore down on the German Infantry, crushing several under
his tracks, %hen about 500 yards from the second platoon position, the ¥=~10 took
a direct 88 hit in the armor plate around the’gun tube splitting the armor and
wounding all five of the crew., The gunner had planned to fire a round of smoke
and had it loaded when the M~10 was hit, The driver, although wounded in the side,
started up agaln and drove another 1000 yards to the third platoen's position where
he was forced to stop because the t ank was burning. Before additional help could
reach him, he ¢limbed in the turret and beating the fire with his hands, attempted i
to 1lift out the gunner., Yen from the third platoon reached the tank by this time ;
and completed the evacuation. , ’

Shortly after this had happened L Mk VI tanke at 50 yard interval moved in
column up the road toward second platoon position, When the leading tank was about
400 yards away 1t attempted to move off the read to the west and slipped in%o the
ditch. #1 gun, second platoon, opened fire bui was knocked cut immediately by one
of the Mk VI's, The assistant driver was instantly killed and the loader wounded,
The M=~10 burned. #2 gun, second platoon, put two rounds in the side of the Tiger in
the diteh, the Tiger did not burm but was definitely knocked out., The second ystakmm
Tiger came up abreast of the first and one crew member dismounted. #B gun, second -

‘platoon's destroyer hit the Tiger L times in the side. The Tiger's orew climbed out s

and were killed by the Infantry. The Tiger blew up. The third Mk VI moved west off

the road and attempted to take cover behind a farm building., #3 gun, second pddtoon,
threw iten rounds at it and the Tiger blew up.” The fourth Mk VI by this time had j
withdrawn in the smoke and confuston]l Iater in the morning Tigers succeeded in knocke | |
ing out a mediwm tank (75mm) near second platoon’s position. Friendly artillery was P

#
-l 6 - e
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(After Action Report, 81lth TD Bney Month of Oct Yul, conttd) e’
called for in view of the enemy's repeated attempts to force the crossroad.

In the early afternoon 2 more Tiger tanks attempted to come up the same road.
Second platoon leader had moved a tank with a 76mm gan from Co. O, 17 Tk Bn, up to
replace his burned out destroyer. #2 and #3 guns both directed fire at one of the
Tiger's sides when the Tiger attempted to turn. It wss hit 3 times and blew up,
the crew failed to escape. The Tiger behind turned back. There were now 3 Yk VI's
knecked out within 10 yards of each other en the read which fermed an effective
road block covered by fire froms econd plateon's guns, Ammunition was low 8o first
platoon leader made a quick trip back to Asten and brought back 30 rounds in 1/L
tons, This ammunition was leaded in the destroyers during the fighting which
occurred latey, P

About 1600, 6 enemy tanks (Tigers or Panthers) were ebserved moving M@ on the
East side of the read. Their apparent plan was te attempt an end run with the two
leading tanks while the ki behind provided over-watching fire. The last two had
fairly good cover.  #2 gun turned around so that he could shoot East from behind
the building he was using for cover and the' gunner opened fire. In k or 5 rounds
he blew up the leading tank, After he had put 1 round in the second tank, the
over-watching tanks knocked brick and rubble from the wall of the building ints the
open-turreted M~10 injuring the loader and eausing all but Funk, the gummer, to dise
mount. The gunner loaded 1 more round himgelf, hit the tank again, causing it to
blow up, slipped down inte the drivers seatiand backed the ¥M«~10 to a cover position
on the other side of the building, While #2 M-10 was engaging the two leading tanks,
#3 destroyer got two hits on the turret of the nearest over-watching tank., Friendly
artillery was also landing in the area and the turret was hit again, The Cerman
crew escaped., The other 3 overwatching tanks fired on Sgt Ferrogzo's #3 gun in its -
exposed position wounding the loader and causing the destroyer te burn. The over— C
watching tanks withdrew, N . %

Lts lazares, Tavlinsky, and Rose, next observed 3 German AT guns belng dug into
positien in the open about i200 yards southeast of their position. Artillery fire
was called for again and two-of the gmns were destroyed; the Germans removed the
third one. The first and second platoon leaders next put out L smoke pots to scrsen
while #2 tank was backed out of the way and #1 destroyer, third platoon, was brought
up. Just as it was dusk a German tank was heard moving on the read towards the 3
knocked out Tigers that formed the road block. Artillery fire was called for and
the tank withdrew, Company Commander was informed early in the evening that CCR )
was being relleved by elements of the 15th Seotch Division, He ordered second plate
oon leader back to the rear and at 0130 the relief was effected and the five remain-
ikig TD's moved back to Zommeren.

On 30 Oct 1944 "B" Co. moved to bivouac area 3 miles South of Maarheeze for re=
organization and maintenance, lo change on 31 Nctober. Four ¥=10's had been totally _
destroyed (3 burned; 1 captured)}; one ¥-10 evacuated to Ordnance; one was in Bn Shopj .
O available for action, o i '

s
%
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TF WEMPIE, CCB, TAD (Co. C, 81k TD Bn.)

27-31 Oct

-

Reconnaissanee of positions in liesel~Heitrak area was completed

by Company Commander and Platoon leadere by noen, 27 Oct 19Lk, ®en
Company was attached te TF WEMPLE at 1200 hours and platoens moved
from Asten toward their pesitions. Company Commander remained at
Heitrak which the enemy was shelling and was told by 87 Ren that 3
Mk VI tanks were moving West from vicinity of Helenaveen. Company
Commander returned to Liesel and his vehicle was hit by direct 88
fire (no casualties). Second platoon was warned about the 3 Tiger
tanks and ordered into position, First and third platoons moved *
to Heitrgk and liesel as planned although Col Wemple at first order-
ed both units to Heitrak. (Company Commander urged him to protect
Liesel as it was a key point in the road net and defense system).

About, 1330 87 Ren reported that a Mk VI had been disabled by one of
their M-8's about 1200 yards from second platoon position and that the ;
M-8 had withdrawn because a|second Tiger had come up behind the first. ;
#1 Destroyer moved forward sbout 200 yards and set the Tiger on fire
with hits in the right side; turret and track, The German orew had
left the tank when first hit in the rear by the M-8, #1 destvoyer
fired about 25 rounds APC at the first Tiger, and then raked the
road with HE and APC in an sttempt to hit the second Tiger which had
withdrawn or enemy Infantry that might be with the tanks., Effects of
this fire could not be determined. #1 gun then resumed its original
position. 87 Ren reported two Tigers moving South abeut 1400,

Second platoon eatablished their security and the balance of the day
was without action except for artillery fire,

In Liesel, third platoon occupled position in the southern part
of town displacing to the center of town around 1630, Iiesel was
shelled regularly during the afterncon and most of the buildings were
damaged, however, no casualties occurred, Without notifying the Co,
Cmdr. the third platoon was ordered to Hietrak by TF WEMPLE arriving
there about 1730, o

In vicinity of “Yeitrak, first platoon had gone into posifl on to
protect TF WEMPLE's left flank. Abeoub 1500 #2 destroyer received
small arms fire fromthe Tast. A high muzazle velocity gun fired in
the platoon position at the sahe time and was silenced by 4 rounds
AFG, 10 rounds HE from #i gun.  The platoon fired HE at houses, hay~
stacks, etc across the road during most of the afternoen,

At dusk dispositions in éfil pPlatoons were changed enough teo
confuse the enemy and to ob® in better protection from artillery and
small arms fire which had beer constant during the day. About 2000
& German approached Heitrak from the South and called “Surrender my
company". Fire was held to prevent disclosure of positions, and the
German disappenred. During the night artillery shelle hit two houses
near the TD's and the resultant fires necessitated change of position.
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(After Action Report, Slhth TD Bn.y Month of Qot ‘Lh, cont'q)

At the second plateon position local security was reinforced by security socw
tion from the third platoon about 1700 hours, ‘it not being considered wise to take
the unarmored vehicles into Heitrak because of artillery fire. An assault gun
platoon had arrived during- the afternoon and was also used to further protect the
road Jjunction.

About 04OV hours a German patrol of about 8 men approached the second platoons

security from the Fast. Two of them were wounded by security section machine gun’
fire and later captured, Around 0530 a German half track (personnel carrier) was
identified moving on the road from the East. The nesrest assanlt gun was told by
telephione to fire but failed to do so. Machine gun fire from the security section
wounded scome of the Germans as they were heard to scream. The half track paused a
moment at the road Junction then turned North and moved at high speed towards
liesel. About L5 minutes later it returned on the same read and the second platoon
security hit it in the rear with a bazooka pnd machine gun fire. The half track,
however, contlnued to move and disappeared tdown the road towards Hoogbrug,

Shortly after daylight, 28 Octs LO to 50.Cermans earrying mortars and machine
guns were observed moving up the same road Lowards the second platoon., #1 and #2
destroyers and an assault gun moved forward a. few hundred yards and fired HE at
800 yards. The enemy Infantry dispersed. = = °

At 0800 CCB plammed to attack Fast astride the road to Hoogbrug with 2 Ce's
of Infantry suw.ported by tanks, Sedond plateon was to protect their left flank,
advancing behind their tanks., Just as the Infantry companies moved Fast from the
second platoon's pesitlon a terrific mortar barrage was laid by the Germans on the
road junetion. The fire was concentrated on & small area and was so intense that
the road juncilion was comnpletely obscured to the Company Commander 50 yards away.

A 1/h ton and a 1 1/2 ton truck of C Company were badly damaged. One of the third
plateons machine guns received a direct hit and a 23rd Infantry half-track was desw-
troyed, * '

CCB's attack pushed on and the second plateon deployed and fellowed, 10 of 12
enemy Infantry moving southeast were killed or wounded by time fire from the TD's
at 2100 yards with the fuse eut to 2,5 seconds. & machine gun delivered heavy fire
on a medium tank ahead of #3 destrdyers. #1 spotted a German getting in a foxhole,
he fired HE, and in a few minutes the machine ‘gun fire ceased, Prisoners began
Straggling in and went to the rear without guards., The ID's fired on a house that
looked like a fortification. More priscners came in = aboubt 100 by around 10L5
hours.,

However, the medium tanks on the right flank had been taking heavy losses and
the atback bogged down. The secend platoon moved back to its origimal positions.
During the peried of this attack, the first and third platoons at Heitrak had been

firing HE and MG at visible Infantry in the same area &s the previous day. The
second section of the third plateon also fired 25 wounds at the same church steeple
in Neerkant that second platoon of B Company was firing on. After the steeple fell,
about 1030, the third plateon guns were told te fire one round every 5 mimutes for
50 minutes to keep the Germans off the base of the steeple that remained. The
Germans continued to shell Heitrak and arcund 1400 #2 gun was hit in the breech
bloclk and evacuated after dark, :

-9-

i
i




\\

Reproduced at the Dwight D, Ei;eix]fawer Pre.éfdeutfal Library -

H v
B ;

e

gt
&

{Aftexr Action Report, 8llith TD Bn.s Month of' Oct ¢ hh)

The wmedium tanks near Heitirak were being hit by high mugsle velocity proe
Jectiles and a fool reconnaissance to the Bast disclosed 3 Tigers bunched to-
gether about 1100 yards away, Detailed plans for bringing the destroyers into

osition were made and by 1700 #'s 1, 3, and L destroyers with a medium tank
{’7611::1 gun) moved forward by concealed routies. The Co. Omdr. crawled through the
woods to whers he could observe, (n arriving in position all guns opened fire
simultaneously. Twe Tigers were seen to he definitely knocked out but did not
burnis The third was hit btut it could not ‘be confirmed ae knocked out. #h fired
10 rounds; #1, 17 roundss #3, 5 rounds, and tha medium tank, l rounds - all APC.

Howevery; it soon became apparent ths.% the 3 Tigers wers not the only 88's in
the vicinity., Tracer from farther Horth dould be seen eoming in, and before this
new threat could be located the medium tank was set on fire (2 men wounded); #h
destroyer was hit in the right drive sprndkat and the erew bailed out; #3 was hit,
knocking out its left center boglie wheels 'but was still able te escapej and #1
backed off when 5 rownds of APC whiitled éver meking it apparent that the enemy
had him spetted,

After dark #1 destroyer moved to the ,ései:ond platoon ﬁosition and #3 wes
evacuated to Asten., The enemy had continged to fire on #4 wntil it went up in
flames, to

The third platoon was now given a road bleck mission and moved inte position
by dark. The mission was to block two se¢ondary racds against atbtack from the' '
East, #1 destroyer, third platoon had gone to Asten with motor treubls. Outpasts
were established and security dug in, , :

Both the second and thivd platoons eeeived artillery fire during the night,
one shell half burying some men in their foxholes at the second platoon pasitinn.
A full scale barrage came down abeut 0530,

Avound 0700 a German patrol approached the third platoon position from ‘the
South, The third platoon leadeyr and driver of #2 destroyer advanced 'howard them
on fool in an effort to.make them purrender and were wounded,

The platoon leader called to his #2 gun t.o open fire and it moved up and
fired HE into the bushes where the Germans were hiding. Arms and legs flew up,
A German bagooka man fired at #2 gun frem back of a house and #3 gun swung around
and gave him 1 reund of HE. The erew of #2 gun moved far enough forward so that
the gun commsnder could 1ift the wounded driver on the rear deck. The platoon
leader lying on his back was tas serisusly wounded to be handled that way and he
ordered the gun to keep firing and to send the Medies for the wounded man, #2 gun .
attempted to back up, hit a trese with the tube and the gun swung arsund, knocking
the driver and the loader whe was holding him off the rear deck. The G Commander
loaded them wp again and teck them te the Medics. The platoon leader was evacuated
by Co C aid men under heavy small arms i’ire.

The Co. Cmdr, was told to hold his positions at all costs and that the 23 Inf
would attack on the 29th of Oct. At the same time he wps instructed to locate
routes by which the destroyers could withdraw if CCB had to give up Liesel.

B
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. (After Action Report, 81lth TD Bn., Menth of Oct 'Lk, cont'd)

About 1000 the Germans attacked Liesel in force and the second platoon was
ordered to move immediately to the West of the town to prevent their armer from
breaking through towards Asten., A previocusly recomnoltered route was followed;
the platoon split at Leensel with #1 and #2 guns going with the platoon leader
into woods to the North and #li destroyer and #1 of third platoon going East tow
wards Liesel under the Company Executive Officer,

The second platoon leader went on dismountad reconnaissance and spotted a Mk
- "VI and enemy Infantry within 900 yards of his destroyers. He moved his section te
firing position and #2 pulled up from covary fired, lmocking the Tiger out and
wlthdrew to cover, P

Now a small tank (pessibly M- IV) and & half-track personnel carrier appearaed
200 yurds south of the Mk VI. #2 gun pulled up agein and knocked out both. First,
thetank with 5 rounds causing it to blow up} second, the half-traek with 3 rounds
causing it to burn. /

The platoon leader again went forward pn dismounted reconnaissance. He saw a o
Mk VI near his last target with twoe Germans standing in front of it. #2 destroysr |
fired one round of HE at the Germans suspecting they were officers or tank commands
ers; immediately raised the range 100 yards and knocked out the tank with 1 round.
L more rounds were put in the Tiger bub it did not burn, Range to all targets was
between 800-900 yards, About 1200 hours 15+20 Germans were observed going inte a
house 100 yards Zast of the K,0.'d Mk IV, {2 destroyer blew out the walls of the
house with 10 rounds HE and then put 1 round HE in the previously knocked oub Tiger
causing it te burn, #2 again withdrew to cover,

: At about 1300 the platoon leader moved #1 and #2 to and alternate position
because of direct fire from & tank (typs unknown) 1000 yarde to the North.

During this period the other section under the company executive officer was &
covering the main read from Liesel to Asten, On dismounted reconnmaissance around :
1200 hours the officer saw a Mk IV burning Seuth of Iiesel (X.0.'d by medium tanks)
and about 50 dismounted Germans coming South out of the town. Observing that they
went into buildings he retwmned te the gun positions and took the buildings under
fire with #1 gun, third platoon., U rounds of mortar fire landed near #1 gung #1
knocked the mortar out, Tach time that 2 or 3 Germans got together 1 round of HE
wy8 dropped in on them, °

CCB prepared teo attack Liesel with dismounted Englneers and Tanks and about

1330 hours TD's were ordered to support the attakk. Positions to acecomplish this
were in the open and the platoon leader reported that there was still a tank firing
from the North that should be knocked out first. The destroyers were ordered to move
to positions to support the attack and shertly after arriving there at 1400 hours #2 .
destroyer wags hit and burned, The driver wys killed and the gbher crew members and
1 security man wounded. #1 destroyer meved up to shield them from small arms fire :
and picked up the four men most seriously hurt. #h4 evacuated the other man, No aid |
men were available so the platoon leader evacuated the 4 wounded te the ald station
~in #1 destroyer. When he returned he found #1 destroyer, third platoon back from
Asten where it had gone for repairs, and out it in position. He learned that #1
destroyer, first platoon had been knocked out by 5 rounds of 88 AP from the East
%’zou‘b 1530 hours. The dismounted crew had been fired on by 68 HE but had no casual=
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About 1600 a Tiger was spotted 1300 yards to the Fast. It was probably the
gun that knocked out #1, first plateon. #1, second platoon and #1, third platooen,
hit it with 5 rounds each and destroyed it: #k, secend platoon, moved near the
remaining two TD's at 1615 and about 1700 the.three destroyers were ordered to an
assembly area Fast of Asten and remained there util CCB w.B relieved.

o *'3”-0‘

(After Action Reporty 814th TD Bn., Month of bet 'Ll, cont'd)

At the third platoon position, the road block mission eontinued during the

- merning. About noon & Tiger tank was reporied to have moved out of Liesel and to
be on the road about 700 yards South, #3 and #li guns under the plateon Sgt moved
North to block this or bther vehicles with 6 medium tanke, Plaleon Lender, first
platoon, remained with security to maintain outposte at previeus nights position.
Because the Germans continued to shell the area and there were a good many Infan~
try waundeg and L Pits for which no evacuation facilities were avallable, he gent
in the 2 1% ton trucks with orders not to return., When the position was relieved
at about 1900 his dismounted men went erosd country until out of small arms range
and rode to the amsembly area on o :

#'8 3 & | destroyers did not pick up tihai Tlger tank reported at noon and re-
mained at their new position wntil relieved. At about 1900 they moved on route
previously reconnoitered io assembly area. :

. About 2100 Co. C moved with CCB to assenbly position North of Weert. On 30
0ot the company was given road bleck missions Seuth of Weert, No enemy contact
was reported on this mission which eontinued threugh 1 November 19kl,.

Three (3) ¥-10's were totally destroyed (burned); 3 in Bn Shop; 6 available
for action during 27-29 Qct. : toe o




