U.5.5. Sea Porpoise “The Big Cruise”

Camp Carson, Colo., Activated July 2, 1942 Camp Hood, Texas Advanced Trainir - Tennessee Maneuvers...Reds vs Blues

Grittleton * E R

Bristol Whithy

Anchored after 10 days at sea,
at Newport, Wales, on April 17,
1544

Munchen Gladbach
Rhevdi

/ff'?}?‘—o“' nd. Trained at Whithy

Anit=Aircraft and Minehead Artillery
Rangers: tented at Grittleton Summer
Camp and enjovrd passes to London
and other places of interest.
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‘* Unleashing furious Destroyers in a

Julich mad push that sent disheveled jetlies
spilling and reeling back across
their own impregnable Rhine, T s
cleared the way for the final round in
what now seemed nothing but a game.,

Piercing the Siegfned Line al Aachen, valiem
TD's made their heronc stand at Bourheim
displaying the true meaning of their title
Tank Busters. The 82 151 changed horses this
side of the stream from Towed 1o Self-Pro
pelled without loss of time on the line,

Norman Hedgerow
Military obsticles that be-
came home and refuge in the
thick of hattle,

Omaha Beach
= Debarked D plus 240,
on Juneg 26, 1944

Paris -- Justaglimpse of a
beautiful city whose heart remained
warm and gay for those who returned
on three day sprees.

The Britons had been wailing For us

and cheered their welcome with lears,

Mowers, lruils, wines and Tresh eges!

St Henan
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Brest -- Reducing the German gar
rizon of TOLMN along with RAF, FFIL,
amd the 29th Inf. Div., the 521s1
encountered historic Fort de Dellac

amd =ank enemy scacrafl trying to
escape the Allicd trap which closed
Sept. 1K,

. —
Fort de Dellac

Through tree - lined highways, across
grain - covered plains, the battalion
motor-marched 600 miles to Germany
without mishap.

Drawn by T/5 Kenneth I, Haak == Reproduced by 62nd Engr. Top.
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5t. Lo -- Task Force Charlic
entered July 18 finding destruction
and desecration wirought by 30440
bombers and a new monument to
those who made the supreme sacrifice.

st Germal

Vire fell the 6th of August after a
long and bitter struggle with an
enemy that was in its prime.
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Chartres -- the worlds most painted
cathedral was scen through the blue haze
of early morn,
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Finale --- The ensuing victories between
the Rhine and Elbe Rivers will go down in
history as sealing the fate of Nazism and
bringing the peace for which all had fought

g0 hard.
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THE 8215t TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

LT. COL HOWARD IL ARBURY  COMMANDING

Mo orve hews enveer’ besen ablle 10 pul down in biack and white or on oellulold just whal wae, on the whole o inoany
particular, is Bke, Even Emie Pyle's, "Gl Joe® failed to poriray anything but & few highlights and details of the
lifer of the doughboy. But then perhaps the men of the 82st don’t want any such reminder.  God knows they
koo whal war is Bee, and mosl of them have anough remembrences and souveniours of thelr 10 make uneces—
sary anything else than a summary of places and happenings. The 821st was just a small, separate batta<llon In
a war of Army Groups. It was one of several dozen similar TD cutfits.  But it has developed and maintained &
character all s own———a character compounded of high stadands, echnical skill and guts. The batallion landed
among the first and drew an assigrement withihe hard=Sighting, fast-moving. many=baed, spit-and-polish 25th
==& relaticnahip which it kepl clear 1o the Elbe; & parnenship which demanded the most i akill, consciencious—
ness, guits and polish; an atachment which Geneml Gerhardt saluled o5 magniiclent and exemplary  For the
mren of the 82181, the war was & kot of things: Camp Carson in July with 5 olicers. and 77 mer; 2nd Asmy Tene
nassel Mansuver Arem, Spences Range, Breckinrkdge, Myles Standish POE, the Sea Porpoise and the smell of
fish, Guittheton, Wilts, and the honeypots; Southasmplon and the moonlight walenproofing. M was Omaha Baadh
on 26 June and Moon surile Couvalng, St. Genmaln, 5t Seuvewr, 5. Rennan and the fiying haifimacks, Holland
and the luftwalfe 10-in-Ts. Ubach and the seige of Siersdord, the bamles of St Lo, Vire, Brest and Julich; the
Able Company fight a1 Villebaudon, Baker st Vasls, Fi.de Dellac and Bouhelm, Chare at Hill 103, There were
alrning staloss out at Brest, with 13,000 rounds fired, sometimes 1 break up ackel counterattacks by the Heinke
parairoupers, ard there were Biming amkes oul slong the Roer river, where in bitler cold weather the men ned
E500 rounds 10 harmass the enemy at night and blasted and chopped secondary positions during the dany in
h LI bees G ped] 10 fel up & Renaissance Company and changs over amooihly rom lowed 10

seif propelled destropers so effectively that with little practics they went careening uo the eastern bank of the
Fiosr shtiong bunll ol of 1l Jerry il b enlarge  Bricgehesad thine had hedgs Mk pecesibile wdth i
all=night artilbery prepatal on. Then there were Stetternich and Titz Durselen and Amein and Jackersin, and
Fnally an March 1, Munchen-Gladbach, On 3 March the ot was on thes other side of the Rhine whers
Baker helped with the Rubr pocket and the batallion got is first workout of Hedden and Cossfeld in militany
govermment and rear areas security. with roadblocks and patrols and house-searching the huge DP problem.
Then there was & 230 mis march 1o the Elbe lor the mopping thers of all the il left behind around Wittenbeng
by the Sth Armored.  Then more miliary govemment near Lischos and WE Doy in Oelde, and Elsfleth by 13
May for inclusian in Task Foece Breman, And finally we broke awey from the Blue and Gray and wenl 16
Feims, France, Tor iemporany duly a5 a provisional truck companty, helping 1o ursnan the mass of wehickes
l=ft behind by CHI=bound wndts.  Ouwr record was nod impresshve stisched beside that of bulgebattersd outfits,
Per cur tank-—bhag &nT tolal o doesen, and cur prmioner—take didn reach 500, Bull wa trinvebsd aver 2500
miles from cne e&nd of Europe 1o the ofher and we were the spine in the Z5th's back whenesser the tanks came.
That thisy cidn® come n groal numbers i3 8 matter of luck, N they had we had them scriwed up, 1B el
thiy cidhnl, fer 25 dend were 160 many for our calticus lsadera whs wanisd 1o do b job, bl withoul useless
casualties. VWe kepl our noses cleaned and chin strap back and our jeeps washed and the S0Ps in our
packitn. W hisd thie bedang all thee wany thisl e were b well el cnelully biel, But thil we weenn doaing th ol
expcted of s, And when Magor Gerseral Garhandt whose sel of high standards we coukd s as easdy os the
el man's, said to Coloned Arbury and all of us, “good luck and God speed.” that was encugh for us. Praise or
scolding, pushing around oF g . W could ke 1.




