AFPTER, AFTER BATTLE REPORT
NO. VII

FROM: 0100017 DECEMBER 44
P0: 312400 DECEMBER 44

UNIT s 823rd TANRK DESTR.BN
PLACE: BELGIUM, 695120 (SE SPA)
TIME s 031200 JARUARY 1945

MAP3: CBNTRAL RUROPE, 1/100,000.
PRARCE & BELOIUM, 1/2%,000.

01 DECEMBER 44

At the atart ef the period "C" Company was on its primary missior
covering the Division seator with Battalien CP, "A" and "B" Companies
in assembly positions in rear areas. A-3 from an indireoct fire posit-
ions fired 3 concentrations of 157 rounde HE and a special experiment-
al firing test as made using the 3" 1lluminating star shell. Oa A-3
gin fired 10 roumds with a 963rd FA Ba and other gun fired 12 rouads
with the 230%th PA Bn. The 3" gun fired at the same time as the PFA
‘Battallons but the faster TD shell arrived before the HE’s, burst
about 1100 £t in the air and the flare started bruning at aboat 900
£+ 1lluminating an area 200 yards square. Only one 3 mil adjustment
was re,uired and that was made to better illuminate the target from
the position of the forward observer. The light was sufficient for
the observer to pick up burastas and aspet enemy targets. The firing
was beliewd quiet aatisfactory. All units in assembly poaition and
"C" Cempany, to the exient pessible, contucted maintenance, had baths,
?nd took medical shote. Hq Co had 2 NBI with "B" and "C" having

NBI1 each. .

02 DECEMBER 44

Unit received 4 N-103 in the firet positive indicatioam that this
unit would be converted from a towed to a self-propelled umit.These
M-108 were acoigned to A-2 who immedimtely began traiming. 014 towed
3" guns ef A-2 were used to replace Qogppany shortages with the bal-
ance being delivered te "“B" Co. 435 in imdirect fire positions fired
} concentrations of 150 rounds HE. S/8gt JACOB3ON raceived a dattle-
field ocommivsion and was assigned to “A" Co. "A" Co had 1 NBI, "B"
Co 1 NBI and "C" Co 1 NBI; while "B" Go. had 1 replacement and "C" Co
had 3 replacements. "A" Co captured 3 PWe. - -

O3 DECEMBER 44

A Battalion school coaducted by Capsain CURTIS was started for
Company Bxecutive Officers on Company Fire Direotion Center. All
uaits conduoted maintenance, took baths, were paid, and conducted
minor training while A-2 ocontinued with its M-10 practica. "A" Oo had
ohs man return to duty from the Heoapital, "C" Companmy 1 and Hq Co 1;
while "B" Co had 1 WIA.

04 DECEMBER 44

4 EN gratuated from 2md TD Grpup Drivers and Mechanics Sohool
and sdditional personnel were sent to the next session. A-3 fired
one concentration for a total of 135 rounds HE normal, was relieved
.‘n‘ .



of ita secondary miasion and at 1000 moved to an assembly position
at their Co CP, "B" Co Fire Direction Center at 1330 moved to
955541 and at the same time C~3 entared upon its secondary miesien
taking indirect fire positions at 971549. "B" Co had a 1/4 ton
and a 3" gun raplsced, "A" Co hed a 1/4 ton replaced and an “A" Co
142 ton was damaged in an accldent. "A" and "(C" Companies each

had 1 NBI while "B" and hq Companies each had 1 man return to

duty from the hospital,

05 DECEMBER 44

A Unit had its mecend honore formation &t whioh time one Oak
Leaf Qluster to & Silver 3tar, nins 3ilver Stars and eight Bronze
Stars were awarded while Lt JACOBSON had his gnld bars pinned on
by General HOBE3, C-3 in indirect fire positions fired 3 conocen-
trations for a total of 90 rounds HE normal upon harrasging miss-
ione and fired 1 conocentratioms of 45 rounds prmcision fire en a
water tower scoring 10 hits. All units except "C" Co (in direct
and indirect firing positions) continuad maintsnace, took baths,
went through M-10 training and contiuned prepargion for futurs
operationa. A Olubmobile was enjoimed by "B" Co. "B" and HQ Oo
each had 1 NBI.

06 DRECEMBER 44

Pariod was quiet with no activity of any tactical importance.
Minor training, baths, maintenace and church services was contuct-
ed, taken or held. C-3 fired 3 oconcentrations for a total ef 218
rounds HE normal. "C"” Co had 1 battle injury, "A","C" and Hq Co
had 1 NBI each and "C" Co had 1 EM return to duty from the hospital.

07 DECEMBER 44

The Battalion School for Company Executive Offievers on Co
FDC’'s was complated while personnel from the 702nd TD Bn contucted
achool on 3" gun in the M-10 and M-10 tactlics and trioks of employm-
ent, All unite contiuned maintenance, minor training, took baths,
and caw a movie. 5 replacements were received - 3 going to “"A" Co
and 2 to "C" while "C" Co had 1 NBI.

08 DECEMBER 44

5/Sgwm Pesak, Christ and Rohrtsch received battle field commise-
ions with the first ¢ sing assigned to "B" Oo and the last one
to "G" Qo. C-1 g to tha vicinity of 996531 for indirect
fire missions gn SHOPHOVEN dn eupport of the 104th Infantry Divis-~
‘ion. Reconnaiwsanc completed for direct fire positions for
two of 0-2 guns r support roles on the same attack. "B" Co receiv-
ed a 3" gun and the “A" Co 1 1/1 ton damaged in an acscident was
replaced. M-10 training was contiued by "A" Co which also had 1
NBI déardng the period.

09 DECEIZBER 44

18t Lt NEEL under the category of twice decorated and Ted 5
Wright from "C" Co under the category of twice wounded were placed
on DS and left this unit for a 30 day leave and furlough recuperat-
ion period in the United States. C-1 had 1 registration of 8 rdsa
reduced charge and the Company kitchen truck gave up the ghost
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until pajor repalrs were made. "A"” and "B" (ompanies continued ¥-10
driving, maintenave and tzctical training. A fairly heavy asnow fell
during part ef the peried.

10 DECEKBER 44

C-1 with 2 guns in i1adirectn firing positions at 996532 fired
79 rounds reduced charge on an area in the sector of the 104th
Infantry Divisien, while 2 guns of C-2 wers put in alternate for
primary mission coverage of the 104th’s attack. 4 M-10s were receiv-
ed and assigned to "B" Co, while "A" Uo test fired their M¥-10as ex-
pending a total of 21 rounde AP. “A" 0o had 1 NBI and "C" Co had 2
NBI,

11 DECEMBER 44

C~1 with 1ts two guns in indirect fire poaitions fired 79
rounds reduced charge in suppert of the attack of the 104th Infamtry
Division. At 1400 persomnel from A~3 took over the 3" guns 0-1 had
in position at which time C-1 moved to an assembly area near the
Company OP where it took over 4 M-10s. "B" Co had gpecial K-10
training with imnstructors from the 702nd P4 Bn. "B"™ Co delivered
1 towad 3" gun to "C" Co amnd "A” Co aenrt 1 M-10 to ordnance fer
repaira, "A" and "C"” Companies had 1 NBI each. Under GO 116, 30th
Infantry Diviosiom, 11 December 44, 1 Silver 3tar and 1 Bronze Star
were awarded.

12 DECEMBER 44

Ten EM and twe Officers returned from Paris passes; all unite
continued maintenance and M-10 trainimg. "A™ and "B" Companies each
had 2 NBI while "A" ard "C" Comvanies each had 1 man returm to duty
from the hospital.

13 DECEMBER 44

At 1120 A~1 relieved A-J upea the 0-1 gumns in indirect and
direot fire positions, B-2 fired 9 rounds AP test firing their
M~10s while Lt JACK ;ON received a battlefield commizsion and was
asaigned te "C" CQo. Companies received back to duty from the hospital
nen as fellewss "A" Co 1, "B" Co 1 and "O" Co 2. "A" Co received
1 replacement and "B" and "C" Companies sach had 1 ¥BI.

14 DECEMBER 44

C-3 firad 1 registration eof 6 rounds normal charge. With the
exceptiom of M-10 training and maintenance no other training took
place. 1 man reported WIA 22 November 44 is reported to have died
of wounds. "A" Co had 1 NBI, "B" Co 2 NBI aad "G" Co 1 NBI.

15 DECEMBER 44

Puranant to GO 69, Niath US Army, 15 December 1944, the B823d
TD Battalion (T) was converted and changed to the 8234 7D Battalion
(SP) effective 18 Decenber 1944. Permission was received wo with-
draw all units from front line poaitions se C=2 at 1710 and A-1 at
1820 withdrew from their 0l1d looationa and closed into assembly
poritions near the Company CP which makea the firet simce 18 August
1944 that all units have been out of the fromnt lines. Lt ROHAT3CH

- 3 =



was transferred from "C" Co to HQ Co and.official notice was receiv-
ed that 9 "B" Co EM MIA since MORTAIN are PWa., "A", "B" and HQ Cos
received 1, 5 and 1 replacemants; "A" Co had 1 NBI and "B" and HQ
Companies each had 1 man rsturn from the horpital. Under GO 125,
30th Infantry Diviaien, 15 December 1944, 2 Silver Stars and 3
Bronze Stars were warded.

16 DECEMBER 44

Official notice was refieived that Battalion would be converted
100% to M-108 8o plans were completed to start full Company train-
ing at once. C-1 test fired its N-10a using 12 rounds AP. 2 rounds
shell 36 ¥ B8 (Smoks) were aluo fired to d&termine the charsoterist-
ics of this ammumition. One round was fired at a range elevation
of 1600 £t and the other at 2800 ft. ¥Without any czmcke trace from
gan to point of impact the first shell went out a distence of 500
yards and the neoond 600 yards. In both casem & very dence zmoke
oloud resulted lasting 4 minutes whioh should be very satisfactory
for soreaning purposes. "B" Co had 1 RBI amnd 1 EM returned from
the hospital to duty.

17 DECEMBER 44

To reinforce the V Oorps and help seal the gap in the U3 lines
mada by Germmn'g large acale attack the 30th Infentry Division and
the 82%rd TD Battalion were relieved from attachment to the XIX
Corps, Ninth Army, d attached to the V Corps, First US Army,
althpugh their aasighent to the Ninth US Army remained in effect.
To accomplish this emergency transfer after 5 hours notice all

units, under Battalien comérol;Yeft th t 1650 and moved
by motor maroh through AAQHEN 8S8outh towards EUPENS Bn CP at 1845
was established im BE in a sUiifeY"OottUZE"WIith Bn Rear in
immediate vicinity. Upom arrival in the OP area by VO General
HARRIGON the entire Battallion was attached to the 2nd Bn, 119th
Inf Regt, After taking up a temporary assembly position near 823312
on the completion of the motor march, at the close of the peried
(=1 and a'3 were moving into direct fire pesitions while A-2 clevced
at 2316 at 830291. Prom an asssmbly penition nemrr 833339 which the
Company entered upon completion of the motor march at 2000 "B" Co
Cp was established at B833339; B-1 at 2130 in direct fire pouition
at 8433193 B-2 at 2215 at 852320 and B-3 at 2230 st 84932: and
843315. At the close of the period B8-1 and B-3 were moving to new
direct fire positions. After "C" Co OP was amt up at 809321 at 2000
but before resconnoitered poritions could be eccupied "G" Co wae
attached to the 117th RCT ang~Ht the blore eof tha peried was
moving with the 117th ROT tqif?LMEDY:§j

18 DECENBER 44

The 18t and 3rd pletéons, "A" Co, moving at the wvlose of the
precading period at 0200 and 0118 clos:d at 816292 to 827296 and
818300 respectivelt; while B-1 at 0425 and B-3 at 0515 clozed 8t
856322, B61312, 857300 and 846296 respectively. At 1100 “A" Co wae
attached to the 119th RCT and under its coatrol moved on 3TOUMONT.
After an extremely olow march at 1200 C-3 olosed into positions on
the South East side of MALMEDY, 0-2 at 1230 to 735021 smd 744026
and C-1 at 1300 to 717031, 4t 1800 "A" Co CP closed at 60%503B, A-1
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and A-3 at 1800 took up direct fire positioms in STOUMONT
(633026) while A-2 at 1900 cbsed at 560001. At 1800 Bn CP, Rear
Echelon asd "B" Co closed into MAIMEDY, with Battalion CP being
get up at 785042, after having moved threugh EUPEN and having
crossed the snow covered HERLOGENWALD Forest and Mourteins
through territory infested with German paratroopers, Upen arrival
in MAIMEDY "B" Co was immediately attached te the 120th RCT with
positions being eccupied ms follows; "B" Ce CP at 1800 at 788051,
B-2 at 1B18 to 810055, B-1 at 2015 to 783042 end 791041 and B-3
at 2100 te 766044, B-1(minus an ¥-10 stuck in the mud at 717030
that covered all approaches te the town from the Northern gide)
at 1800 took up positions on the South outskirts of STAVELOT
(717010) while at 2140 0-3 made the final movs for ths pesrioed
taking up positions 1mn the vicinity of 756025. During the after-
noon when enemy armor attacks were 2launched West amd East ef
STAVELOT C=1 destroyed 1 Mk V and 1 personnel carrier while C-2
destroyed 2 Mk Vs and 1 personnel carrier with 1 additional Mk V
being listed as probable and hit and probably destroyed a total
of 8 to 10 additional tanks all believed te be Mk VIis. At 2200
0~1 destroyed s 1/4 ton and a German half-track. "C" Co took 1
German paratroepper PW and had their kitchen truck damaged in e
concoy accident.

19 DECENBER 44

In an attempt to ntilize all means available unit assumed
oontrol over 2 M=4 tanke, 1 X 5 tank, 1 light tank, 2 ¥-36 wreck-
ers and 2 10 wreckers belonging vo the 31st Tank Bataliorn and the
87th Recon (7th Armored Divisiean). The M 5 was put in direct
fire poscition at 800037, the light tank assisted Third Refon omn
itas patrols and outposts, the wreckers helped im the recovery of
M-108 while the balance constituted & mobile reserve of employm-
ent in the MALMEDY sector. At 1000 B-1 and B-2 exchanged positions
in order to haved towed guns in fixed positione and S5Pa in
centrelly located mobile reserve. After hoarin% eneny tankn
maneuvering outside ef STOUMONT and after failimg to obtain perm-
ission from the Infaniry to fire flares so that the tanks ceuld
be fired upon about 0600, before daylight and with fog limiting
visibility te 25 to 50 yarde, enemy tanks were found within the
outskirts of town.Upon the withdrawal ef friendly Infantry,TD guns
were one by one flanked by enemy tanksand personnel driven from
the guns by small arms and machine guns fire although 1 Mk VI
was destroyed by an "A" Co gun and the German Infantry held off
for sometime.All guns were finally neutrasised at which time
personnel infiltrated cut and North of STOUMONT with the Lt
SPRINGFIELD being the last man to leave thes town.Persomnsl loas-
es for A-1 and A-3 were reported as 9 WIA amd 15 MIA (corrected
figures 25 Decemdber 1944 )while material losses wers 1 half-
track destroyed and 5 in enemy hands,one 3" gun destroyed and
7 in ensmy hande,? German 7Smm AT gun in ensmy hands and 3 1/4
tons and one 1 1/2 ton and trailer in enemy hands.From a reser-
ve at Bettalion maintenance oreated by this units conversion
to 3P four 3" guna,half-tracks and rescessary eyuipment with 2
German 75mm guns were issued te "A™ Co to partially replace
losses of both platoons.A-2 after destroying ene German half-
track at 1400 teok up positions NOrth of STOUMONT (600039)
while at the sane tims "A" Ce CP,A~1 and A=3 withdrew %o
RAMOUCHAMPS (565108) for reorganization.At 1200 C=1 destroyed
two 1/4 tons and killed 12 Germams and later during the period
when tanks came into sight Eaet of STAVELOT destroyed 5 Mk VIs



and ocne half-track $P 75.0-2 during the psriod destroyed 1 weapon
carrisr.1 2 1/2 ton replacement was received by "C" Co for the kit-
chen truck damaged in the precesding period.’econd Recon establisk
ed an OP at 786028 while 3rd Recon conduoted hourly patrols oa the
Aighway betwesn 750055 to FRANCOCHAMPS to 716052."C" Co had 3 NBI
including Lt.BARRON,

20 DECEX3:ZR 44

Although scheduled to receive tsn M-10s during the peried plus
4 additional the following period Niath U3 Armg cancelled all allo-
cations becaus2 the Battalion was outaide Rinth Army's Jjuriadictiom.At
At 13500 the 30th Infantry Divieioa ard 823rd TD Lattalion wers rel-
ezaed from assigament to V Oorpe and awsigned to XVIII Corps(AB)
Aleo at 130C the 18t Tank Battalion Officer,personnel and equipme nt
working with this unit were releamed to return to their orgzaization.
Afting being purtidily recomstituted by replacenants 1 section of
k=1 took up positiens at 610038 while A-2 gt 1600 moved to the out-
skirts of STOUMORT (628032). B-1 at 1600 and 1700 put sections at
810036 and 823024. Priemdly artillery damaged the traversing celuan
of one of C=1'a W=-10s. "0O" and Hq each had 1 battle injary; %A" Co
had 1 XBI; "A" Co reocmsived 4 replacemeants and "B" Co 1 while "i", “B"
und "C" Companies each had 1 EM returm to duty.

21 DECEENDER 44

Betweer 0130 and 0400 a light German counter-attuck on B-1
positions resulted ia the destruotion of 1 M VI, 1 M-8 and 1 1/4
ton both being thenr oscupied by German troops. Garman Infantry i3
attempting to make off im a B-1 1/4 tom required that unit to destroy
the vehicle by Cal.50 machine gun fire. lLaunching an attack about
0600, before daylight and in fog which graetly limited visibility,
German Infantry attacking ahead of German tanks hit the fromt on
the boundary betweea the 117th and 120th Infantry Regts. When friendly
Infantry deoided they were not im sufficient stiremgth to hold the
attack personnel of B-2 because of poor visibility, becausze small
arns £ire drove them from their guns, and because of the withdrawing
0f the Infantry put all theiyr gune out of action by rezoving or
destroying firing pins and sight. After taking positions im a buld-
ing and fighting off the enemy with small arms fire for a long tims
they then withdrew by infiltration mssembling as soon &3 pozsible
a2t the Compary CP. Later inthe period it wa: found poasible to rsoccupy
the two moat Northerm guns and both went back into action although
one wa: minue a oight. Total loases for this umit were 1 WIA, 6 MIi,
2 3" guna, 2 half-tracks, 4 1/4 tons and 1 1/2 ton with treiler im
enecly hands or in territory umnder German fire. "A" Co CP at 1100
moved to SPOUMONT STATICN (608038)., When the pemetration wa made
West of MALMEDY and a breakB8through was feared unit waz given the
misaion of plunning and pattiamg into positiom 2 AAA Battalioms (110th
and 14%rd) oconsisting of 32 90mm and imumerabdble 40mm boffere,
quadruble upd mnltiple Cal..50 machime gums. By 1800 all this units
had been plaged establiahing AT defenses threughout the sector of
the 117th and 120th Iaf Regts as far back as Division CP. When it was
feared Cerngn tanks and Infantry might enter MAIMEDY Ba CP and Rear
Echelon mannsd all defensive weapons and in addition te reinforoling
Infantxyy po:zitioms maintuined complete all around dafenses during
the entire period. At 1100 end 1530 sections ef B-1 reorganized and
bettered thelr positions by moves of 200 to 300 yards, ifter fear of
sncirclenent by the enesy panetratiom caused C-3 to withdraw 200
yYards taking up new positioms necesitated by the penetration C-3
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moved 1 towed 3" gun into a forward exposed poasition and that

pun effectively blunted the German's striking power by destroying
1 Mk VI, 1 Sherman tank, 1 M-10 (in disguiso? being munned by
German personnel and 2 additionel tanks which were either Mk Ve

or Mk VIe. Abeyt 1600 2 ¥-10s of B-2, under the supervisiom o

Lt ROHATUCH, moved through the underpass Southwest of YALWEDY
and Tired upon 2 German tanks concealed in buildings South of
their positions. After firct krocking off a corner of the build-
ing to expose the tank hiding behind it 3rds of AP set the tank
up in flanes. Another tank im the viocinity was «loo destroyed

but it is believed that this tsnk might have been previouasly
damaged by friendly artillery. This firing put 1 M-10 temporarily
out of commisasion with a damaged traversing worm gear. "A" Co
fired 9 rounds HE support fire on the attack on 3TOUMONT. Second
Recon working with “B" Co gaptured a German FA observer in
givilian clothes an tarped him over to Milisary Police. Hq Co had
1 NBI and "B" Co had 2 NBI. Under @0 130, 30th Infantry Divisioa,
21 December 1944, 2 Silver :turs apd 2 Bronze Stars were awarded.

22 DECEXMBER 44

Under Troop Assignment No. 133, Hq, 12th Army Group, 24
December 1944, verbal orders 22 December 1944 were confirmed
which relieved the 30th Iafantry Division and B82%rd TD Battalion
from attachment to First US Army and assignment to Niath US Army
and ansigned these units to the Pirat US Army. Battalion Staff
Officers completed the placiag of AAA guns, mode oome mimox
adjustments in positions and checked all locations to dtermine
local security, camouflague and 4? techni ues. At 1345 Bn CP
closed into a new location in the North section of MALXEDY (788054)
where it set up in tiled vats in basement of 8 paper mill while
at 1430 Bn Rear oclosed into an area Bast of SPA (864119). Upon
the recapture of STOUMONT A-1, A~2 amnd A-3 at 1600 took up direct
fire positioas at 632030, 632025 aad 634025. Equipment loat in
' the withdrewal from STOUMONT was found to be in bad shape with
only parts being of anz value.3alvage efforts were started at
once.C-3 desiroyed one German Half-track,After receiving Con-
aiderable shelling and auffering several casualties the section
of D=2 on the West side of HMALMEDY withdrew from their firing
positions into their covered positions.Enemy artillery fire
falling npon “C" Co OP caused extensive Jdamage to the building
while 2 "C" Co men and the Ba Medic with "Q" Co received ex-
tensive cuts from flying glass.Enemy artillery fire falling on
Bn CP destroyed the 3/4 ton measage center vehicle and 1 motor-
czele with slight damage to another.2 1/4 toms lost b, B-3
during tha previous period were recovered and a corrscted.perse
onnel loss list for B=3 during the previous period is xuxhs
2 WIA and 1 MIA ,Lt BRANDON wag transferred from "B" Co to HQ
Co and made Asat Re cer w e . ' CH wen Ton HQ
to "B" Co(During the early moraing hours in a smow storm with

smy artillery falling in-a heavy barrage Cpt. BARAROV and
his maternity Task Force delivered a 7 pds boumcirg boy which
he premptly named AHYAC BU”Z 2.although upon delivery the baby
did mot say"Heil Hitler"” Dr BARANOV has his suspicions.)"B" Co
had 2 battle injuriesa,"C" Co 2,Hq Co 2 NBI and 1 "C" Co E¥ ret-
urned to duty from the hospital .2M-10s wers delivered to' "A" Co
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and asaigned to A-1 but they were not immediately operationel.
‘23 DECRMBER 44

When friendy Airforoe bombed MALMZDY by mistake CPt.BARANOV
was instrumental in organising relief facilities arcd then he and hig
{iedical Detachmant remdered aid to the injured take: to the local
Hpspital.During the night 2 towed guns of "A" Co were used to form
a road-blookBast of 3TOUMONT beyond all Infaatry front-lines and
a protective Infantry force of only 8 doughboys waa furnished.
During the peried 1 section of A-1 and 1 section of A-2 took up
positions NortR of the STOUMONT LA GLEIZE highway Weat of IA GLEIZE
while tha other section of A-2 took up corresponding positions
South of the STOQUHONT LA GLEIZE highwaz bshind Task Force HARRISON
while A-3 ocoupied defensive positioma 500 yds East of 3TOUXONT.

o

At 1900 t.CRISSINGEZR and Lt CUNNINGHAX while making a recomnaiss-
_E§23_§Q§Z§FTU“3BETtIUEEfIn advance og_%%{g%§;1+£znnt 1ines w re
pinne own by enemy machine gun fire. RINGHAM suff=red a

bullat wound in the arm and after crawling soma distance toward
¥4 rear was evacumted By the Infantry.Cpt.CRISSINGER remaining
pinned down by fire was taken prisoner by two Terman paretrocpers,

D Y
s R e —

24 DECRhUBIR 44

Battalion OP in order to operate from a more ocentrally loc-

ated position aboat 1100 clesed at 707102(EBaat of SPA) and 1
section of C-1 at about 1100 took up positions at 711004 .A-1 and
A-2 at 1200 put parts of their sectiemns at 657029 and 657033
while A-3 established a road-block at 640028.Upon the capture of
LA GLEIZE by Task PForce HARRIJON,Cpt.CRISSINGER and 8 "A" Co EM
%fgg_liggggjggéIn addition to the 1 3" gun previously 1isted as

ing recovered im ITOUMONT two othar 3" gums,2 half-tracks,ons
1/4 ton and one 1 1/2 toan were also takea from that town,and rep-
air opetrations on this equipment wus started at once.During the
afternoon when the AAP attempted to perform tactical bombing upoen
the German Armies making this great push four rums of bombers
hit YALMEDY ;ecausing tremendoua casualtiea.Although straddled by
very me ar misses "B" Co was exiremely fortunate in sudbstainin
only 1 KIA aud 2 WIA,inoludin~ a 2nd REcon man,had 2 "B™ Co 1/4 ton
and 2nd Recon 1/4 ton desctroyed,one half-track deatroyed b: a
direct hit and aslight damage to 2 othere buried under debris
while a 2nd Recon -8 suffered extensivs damages.Pvt.KING,705th
TD Ba,workiag with 2ud Reakn alao received wounds requiring
evacuation. As a result of this,bembing "C" Co had 2 MIA."B" Co
had 1 man return to duty frem the hoapital.Lt.BRANDON was assigned
to "A" Co to replace Lt CUNNINGHAM leat through battlIes Injury.
T W-T0 was received. @ ———

25 DECEMBER 44

CHRISTHAG ON THE WESTERN FRONT!1!1The period waa quiet;the
day clear but cold.Although umnexpected considering the tactical
situation an excellent turkey-dinmer with all the trimmings was
sngoyed by all units.A-3 at 1500 put ons gection at 643023 and the
cthecr section at 643026.The final corrective casualties list for
“A" Co faér 19-12=44 i3: 1 XIA and 9 %IA.Allied bombing destroyed
1 "A" Co 1/4 ton and trailer and damuged a 18t Reacon 1/4 ton."3" 6o
had 2 batile injuries,"C" GO had 1 wxt NBI and 1 "0 Co mun returndd
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to daty frem the hespital.4 N-10 2 were received frem Ninth US
ATHY .

26 DEOKMBER 44

The peried was quliet with the orly exitement being furnished by
allied planes which created several exiting moments with rear misas-
es and strafiag.At 1430 "A" Ge OP and their Pwd CP were consolid-
ated at 650027;8% 1500 A~-3 withdrew to 613032; at 0100 one section
of A-2 moved te 671022;and the onre SP aeotion o0f A-1 at 1800 meved
to 680994."C" Ce had 2 battle injuries;"A" Co had 1 ¥BI ,"B" Co
2;&12 NBI aad "C" Co 1 NBI and "B" Co had 1 EM return from the hosp

tal.

27 DECEMBER 44

Battalion CB at 0930 moved to JPA(678119) amd after estadlish-
ing itmelf in a summer cettage it was deoided that the gquarters
were Aot spacious erough s¢ a move of 200 yds was made to other
_buildimgs.Altheugh the tews of MAIMEDY and all "B" Co positiens
were haavily shelled during the peried mo losses or casuslties
were suffered.In & reprganisation ef TD defences plans were compl-
eted to have A-3 and C-> exchange positicns and feor A-1 and A=-2
Yo take ap imdirect fire positiens in the secter of the 120th Inf
Reg,where they wsuld comstitute a mobile reserve available for
.ﬂpioymont in all sectors.Plans wers aloe completed to establish
a 2 or 3 gua indiregt battery from excssse pleces using "B" (e PDO
persearsl.”d" Co had 2 battle injuries ,2 HBI and 1 man returned
to duty from the Hoepital while “A"” Co had 2 NEI.Under PO 98 ,
271500 December 44,all units reverted te Battalier eontrol and the
110th AAA Br together with 8 guns of the 143 A:.i Bn attached %o the
110th AAA Br ,were attached to this vmit to assiet im providing
AT defense in the Div zone.

28 DECEXBER 44

Battalion CP at 0950 moved from SPA where it set up in a
large Chatesau (69%5120) a couple of miles East ef SPA.Upom the
completisn of re-grouping of defemaive pesitions by all Imf uanits
A-1 &t 1500 put sne section in indirect fire pesitien at 792069
and the othsr section went to Battalion Naimtenance for eperatienal
mainteaance;A-2 at 1815 put one ssctisn in imdirect fire pesition
at 793069 and the other sectiorn in mebile resarve at 794059;At
1530 "A” Ge established s forward OP at 795059 and a rear CP in MAL-
WEDY (792042)1a%t 1800 A-3 olesed at 736025 amnd C-3 at 1920 clesed
at 679994.8Bq 2 gun Battery set up at 696053 amd betweean 1900 andxix
2400 fired 1 harrasaimg fire comceatratiorn eof 100 rde HE Nermal.
"A* Ce received 3 replacements amd "B" Co t.

29 DECEMBER 44

Unit received 6 N-10m during the period which immediately weat
teo Battalion Maimtemance fer mecanival ohecks and comdat loading.
2 =108 becume eperatiemal after repairs making A-1 completely
SP.HqQ 2 gur Battery fired 1 registration and 1 cencentratiem eof
42 rds HE,1 conceatratisn of 120 rds erd 3 concemtratiens of 225
rds HE for a total of 387 rds HE norpal.The aectisns of A-1 and
A-2 io fddirect fire positions fired 2 registretiens of 26 rde
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Redanced Charge and 11 rda HE rormal and betwesa 1800 and 2400

fired 1 concentration of 56 rds reduced Charge and - comcentratios
of 100 rds HE normal.Hq Co received 1 old man as a replacement,

"A" Co 5 men,"B" Co 1 man and "C" Co 2;Hq Co had 2 NBI,"A"™ Co 2

NBI and "B" Co 1 NBI and "B" Qo had 1 maa retura from the fospital
to duty.Hq was notified that the Recon men wounded 26-12-44 died

of wounds.Ice on the road caused ome "C" (Ua automebils accident
with minor damages to ene 1/4 Toa.

30 DLCLIBIER 44

tat Recon Plateon conducted route and firing position ,reconn-
alssance fér support positiona in the event A-? and A-2 had to
smploy and®™A" Co-:continued to prepare plans for the employment of
their 5P9 1n the event of a German counter-attack.Hq indirect
Battery fired 3 concentrations of 2B5 rde HE normal,while the sec-
tions of A~1 amd A-2 in indirect fire ponitions had 1 registration
of 12 rda and 2 conceatrations 9f 54 rds reduced charge and 2
concentratioenas of 256 rounde HE normal."A" aand "B” ceipanies sagh
had 1 NBI and replacements were received as follows: "A" Ce 1
"B" Co 2 and "Q" Co 2.

31 DECEMBER 44

Although not officiamlly released from attachment until 010800
January, 1945,at 1300 the 143rd AAA Battalion started withdrawing
from position and by 1800 had completed this remeval.During the
eamns period the 110th A.A Bn mades suoh changes in pouition as the
loss of the 143rd AAA Ba reyuired.Hq Battery fired 2 comcentraticns
for a total of 150 rds HE mormal and "A" Co fired 3 concentrations
for a total of 158 rds HE normal,? concemtration of 80 rdas reduced
charge and expended 12 rdz reduced charge ean ome registratien.
2rd Lt OOUARD jolned the unit and was uestgned to "C" Ce,"A"
and "C" Co esch had one NBI.1944 closed in a very quiet and
uneventful manner with no activity of any importunce ocurring in
any sector.

DETTKER
Lt.Col

-0fficials

LOHSE
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