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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 899TH TANK DESTROYER' BATTALION
(ATTACHED TO THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION}
FOR THE PERIOD OF 2 - 18 JUNE, 1944
| ON THE NORMANDY PENINSULA
{ NORMANDY . CAMPAIGN)

‘(Personal Eiperiencei of a Battalion Operations Officer)
- INTRODUCTION

 This monograph covers the operations of the 899th Tank
' Déstroyer Battalion from 2 June to 18 June 1944 while participating
in the invasion of Normendy over Utﬁh Beach.,

~To familiarize those ﬁho are not acqualnted with the organl-
zatlon of the tank destroyer battalion the following statements
are offered in explanation. |

Duriﬁg the devglopment of these units there were several types
: 6f battallions. The first ones used in Africe had the 75 mm. gun
.mbunted on the M3 half track deétroyer as a baslic weapon. They
: distinguished themselves durlng the Tunlsian Cempaign but had besen
repléoed at the time of this wrlting by the new type self-propelled
and towed battalions. (1)

| The ngﬁh Tank Destroyer Battalion was self-propelled and had
-as its basic armament the M10 tank destroysr, which consisted of a
-3 Inch converted naval gun incorporated in an open top, GOuntef;
balanced turret, mounted on the M4 tank chassis. (2)

Tables'of organization, at‘the time covered by thls report,
provided for a battalion-consisting of 37 Officers and 636 Enlisted
Men.' It had a Headguarters Company, in which service elements were
 _incorp0rated; a Reconnalssance Company, similar in organizafion to
a'division reconnéissance troop; and three lettered gun companles,
haﬁing-twelve'MlOS,'each. (3)

The 899th Tenk Destroyer Battallon had been activated at Fors
Lewié,.Wéshingﬁon, recelved final phase training at Camp Hood, Texas

and afrived in CasabBlaﬁcé, French Morocco, 25 January 1943. It

{1, 2, 3) Personel knowledge.



first'sgw combet in the battle §f El Guettar, Tunisia, After the
101959 of the Tuﬁisian Campalgn 1t had undergone strenucus tralning
in the Fifth Army Tank Destroyer Training‘Center near Sebdou,
Algeria;r (4) | |

They wére not called to particlpate in the Siclllan Campalgn
but'remained‘in Africa, ready for combat in Italyy before arrivingr
there late in Octobser, 1943. At the port of Naples, the Babtalion
Commander was notifled thét his unit had been selected to go to
‘England and subséquently participate in the invasion of Europe.  (5)
As a result, most of fhe time spent in Italy was devoted to turning
in equlpment and preparing for the sea voyage. |

The unit entered the Britlsh Isles through the Firth of Clyde,
‘entrained at Glasgow,'Scofland for shipment south to the Salisbury
Pleln, and was st&tioned at Danebury, neer Stockbrldge, England.

'The battallon was asslgned to Flrst U. S. Army, attached to
VII Corps and further attached to Division Artillery, 9th Infantry
' Divisiqn.r (8) ' - o

o As stated by First Afmy Report of Operations, the object of all

training of units of the Army was the thorough preparation of indi-
#iduais and units for the speclflc fask of the Invaslion of the
Continents  (7) |

‘In‘éddition to exercises involving our primary mission, emphasis
was placed on training and equlppling the unit for use as reinforcing
artlllery and as direct support for assault infantry unlts, Persohnel
Vweré thoroughly trained in the technique of waterproofing vehicles for
‘amﬁhibious assaulﬁ 1aﬁdings and exercises were conduoted using a
. ﬁeaqh o8 a starting ﬁoint." ; | |

Dﬁring the latter.Stages-of the preparation for the Invasion
or_Normanay the 899th had worked out a plan for joining and supporting
' the B2nd Alrborne Division. (8) | |

(4) A-8, p. 9-23; (5) Personal knowledge; statement of Colonel Stevens,

C0, 1st T. D. Group, 10 November 1943; (6) Personal knowledge;
{7) A-2, p. 18; (8) Personal knowledge. *
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Exhaustive terrain studiesiand éﬁalyées of the invasion area
were made”as a part of tﬁe staff planning to insure that the unit
would be ready for anyleventuality.

Training was complete. Men and equlpment were ready. Thé '
invasion was tha next step. | |

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The intention for-operation OVERLORD, as stated by Fleld Marshal
Montgomery in his "Normandy to the Baltie", "was to assault, simuita;‘
neously, beaches on the Normandy'éoast immediately north of the
_Carentanestuary and between the Carentan estuary and the River Orne,
wilth the bbject of'schring as a baze for furthar operations a lodge-
ment aréa whleh was to Include alrfleld éites, the port of Cherbourg
and the ports of Brittany."  (9)

| The mofning of 6 June 1944 saw the materialization of operation
OVERLORD . transformlng from the planning stege to executlon. Flans
for this eventlhad been considefed by‘high level staffs prior to‘the
invasion cf'Afriqa in November 1942, This action had, in*f@ot, delayed
'the'forceful_entfy into the 'Fortress Eﬁropa' during the remainder_of
1942 and the entire year of 1943.  (10) |

Anotherlconsideratiﬁn, which was believed to be important to
the breadhing of fortificationa on the continent, was operation ANVIL;
or thé invasion oflEurope through South France. This would require
thé cormitment of considereble enemy forces in that area and lesseﬁ--
avaiiablé strength to be pltted against Allled forces.in the northg
This was also delayed by the necessity of diverting Medlterranean
shipping to OVERLORD. (11) | |

Original COSSAG plans had contemplated the initial phase of
OVERLORD on a seale of only e single corps, conslsting of three
divisions with a build up by D plus & of nine divisions ashore, ex-

clusive of Airborne troops. (12)

(9) A-1, p. 19-20; (10) A-1, p. 2; (11) A-1, p. 123 (12) A-1, p.®



D Dey saw the invasion sctually made by 21 Army Group, GOnSiBf-
ing of the First Unlted States Army and the Second British Army,
which 1nc1udéd70anadian 3rd Division, attacking over a total
rfront of some seventy-five kilometers.l (13)

_ One 6f the prerequisitesrto the onslaught of OVERLORD was
:ovgrwhelﬁing air superiority. For three months prior to the in—
’ vasion a planned ?rogram of strategic bbmbing had been directed
against'rail targets, bridges, alrflelds, coastal 5atteries, radar
stations-gnd other naval and military targets, until our supremacy
of the air was well assured. (14)7

| -We control;ad.the sea, the naval participation in the invasion
being of almost unbellievable proportions.

‘ Weather had been considered from meteorological predictionsof
time. and tlde.  (15)

- No Qtone héd;been left unturned in considering our own or
lengmy capabilifieéﬁin this mosf colossal military operation in
"history. | | '

_ The 'Atlantic‘Wall' opposing our foreces, conslsted of the
ccﬁbined defenses of the Coast of Francs, product of the.Gérman
ingenuify'and years of effort, (18)
| With the assumption that one of the §0r§§ would be the Alliles
‘:chief objective a concentrated effort had been made to fortify all
‘port areas. (17)
| Seﬁohd priority was gilven to the Pas de Calals, as it lay
.'ﬁeafest to the Britlsh Coast and Alliedloperations had been such
gs.to confirm this belief. |

During fhe course of theilr more than four years of war the
German resources had been greatly drained and they no longer had
the neéeaSary transportation nor facilitles to complete'all desired
. defenses, However, after Rommel had made an inspection tour, increased
“(15) A-4, p. 20; (14) A-4, p. 103 {(15) A-4, 'p. 19; (16, 17, 18) A-1l, p. 2
(19) A-2, p. 34; (20) A-4, p. 23 & 24; (21) A~3, p. B33 ,
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activity was evident to our reconnaissance. {20)

. It was known that concrefé pillboxes and gun emplacements llned
the coast, that underwatef obstacles had been placed to impals all
~landing craft and the beaches heavily miﬁed. Further inland all
suitable eircraft landing areas had been staked and graat use had
Vbeen made of wire entanglements. - (21)

In the words of the 2lst Army Gréup Commandsr, "The First

United States Army was to assault astride the Carentan estuary witﬁ—
one'fegimental combat team near Varréville (Utah Beach) and two
regimentel combat tesms between Vierville and Colleville (Omeha
Beach}‘ The 1nitlal tasks were to'cﬁpture Cherbourg as quickly a8
_ possible and develop operations southward toward St. Lo In conformity
‘with the edvance of the Second British Army." (22)

_ On Omeha Beach, diffleculty was encounﬁered by V Corps owing to
- sevérai factors. Authoratative sourcés stete that‘pbor vislbllity
rendered aserial bombardment largely 1lneffective; that underwater ob=
lstacles and heavy seas had capsized the bulk of the amphibious tanks
and caused demage to many landing craft; thet the nature of the ter-‘
rajn was such that o servation for the delivery of naval gunfire was
extreﬁely-difficult; and that a German Diviéion; in the aree on
maﬁﬁevers,'waé actually menning posltions which the assault forces
6§posed. Tha‘permanenéy of Omeha Beach appeared questionable for a
period: of hours but by‘nigﬁtfall a beachhead, of sbout a mile in depth,
on the line Vierville-Colleville, had been secured., (23) |

. The VII Corps, with the 4th Infantry Division making the
aséault by sea, and the 82nd Alrborne Divislon and the 10lst Airborne
Division 1andihg in the resr of the German Coastal defenses, estab=-
1i§hed'a beachhead in the nelghborhood of_Varreville, on the east
. goaat,ofrthelcotentin Peninsula. (24)

(21) A-3, p. 33; (22) A-1l, p. 29: (23) A-l, p. 56; (24) Hersonal
knowledge supplemented by A-2, p. 45 ~44,



THE BATTALION SITUATION

On the night of 1= 2 June 1944 the Commanding Officer of the
j899th:Tank Destroyer Battallon received orders attaching his unit
%o 4th Infantry Division Artillery. It was further specified that
only essential combat elements would accompany assault forces. (25)
| - A small advance command post detaohment, including control |
sets of the communication system, Companj "A" and Company "C", strippedo-
xdown to destroyers and essentlal admlnistrative vehicles, were desig-
nated as the assault 1ift, Additional liasson was made possible by
previous plans with the 82nd Airborne Division. Ons liasonﬁffioer
was sent with the glider lift and the Company Commender of Recon-

) :naissanoe Company with the sesborne lift of this Division., (26)

| Battalion Headquarters less the advanced command post group,
Headquarters Company, "B" Company and Reconnaissance Company were to
follow as 'residue' (27) | '

| On 2 June the assault 1ift moved into the marshalling yards af
Dartmouth, England and prepared both men and vehicles for embarka-
tion in accordance with 4th Infantry Division plans. (28)

Earlier intensivs- training greatly accelerated final water-
proofing of vehlcles which was completed in good time. The final
cheok of personnel, weapons and equipment was rapidly made and the
"men briefed for their part In the general plan,

The assault 1lift loaded on Britlsh LCTs the afiernoon of 4 June.
There wes no mishap other then the breaking of one shroud on one JRAY%
destroyer, which was repalred during the night and the vehicle
ioadedithe foliowing daye The assigmment to craft had been nade
so-ae to naintain unit integrity in so far as possible. On 5 Junse

we moved into the Englishlchannel, Throughout the afternoon wd re=-

nained'welljintact bnt'during the hours of derkness the craft

n‘(25, 26, 27, 28) personal knowledgs.
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carrying the first platoon of Company "A" dropped out and was not
‘seen agsain,

THE ASSAULT

At daybreak, from off Utah Beach, we watched fhe 4th Infantry
- Division 1§ad the aésault of VII Unifed 3tates Corps. It was made
in a column of reglmental combat teams led by the 8th Infantry
Regiment, - The progress of the assﬁult was greatly assisted by
-thirty amphiblous tanks, launched 5000 yardé‘offshore, which arrived
on the beach with the loss of only one.  (29)

,Afﬁer the cessation of aerial bombardment, naval guns furnished
fhe only support until artillery in the assault 1if£ got ashore,

In the early afternoon our unit forﬁed in wave twenty-six, the
craft,carrying the Commanding Officer slightly in the lead., As we
nearéd the beaches, roughly abreast, the pllots of the LGTslpicked
their Ways cautiously, avoidiﬁg what debfis was floating about and
pushea iIn toward shore. Depth of water was verifiled by perSonﬂél
of:our unit a8 ramps were lowered and we prepared to debark, Lighter
vehicles consisting of jeeps, B/4 ﬁons and M20s had been attached
t§ the deétroyers'by means of the organlc towing cables. Thia pre-
.vénted needless léss in holes or other underwater obstructions that
remained in our short trlp through the water to the beach., The hesad
of ‘the column formed from the first vehlcle, others followlng as
'ilthey touched downe. |
- We were ashore, the first tank destréyer battalion to land in

France. (30)

| Our maps showed us to be some 1500 yards south of orlginally
;_p1Anped sltes. It seemed to me it would have been to our advantage
: had I been sent Iin several waves earlier. Sultable disposition of

our unit on the beach was lacking and previously formulate@ plans

e e i

no 1onger practicable.

(29} personal knowledge verified by A-2, p. 463 (30) personal
knowledge, A=2, p. 33
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VThe beach where the acfual landing was made was a widse expanse
of white sand, which sloped into an inundated area., Engineers had
bhesen working-there:since early morning ﬁnd underwater obstacles |
were largely ciearéd or ineffective by the tlime we came in.

Sporadic_enemy.arﬁillery fire still feli on the beach. Although
1t was largely 1neffective, we were most vulnerable, s well as
belng e lucrative targét while in our necessarily massed formatlon,
Upon contacting the beach master 1t was learned that most
uniﬁs were proceedlng across the Inundated area prlior to dewater-
proofing, G-4, 4th Infentry Division, located just off the beach,
Instructed us to proceed about two miles along the road, La Made-
leine=Marie du Mont, pull into a fleld and dewaterproof.

A8 the march began & glance back down the column showed water-
proof ammunition covering and othér items of waterproofing heing |
discarded from either side of the vehicles, tubes swinging forward
and all hands readying themselves for combaﬁ.‘

PERIMETER DEFENSE OF AN INSTALLATION

. Our first mission was recelved from Cormanding General, 4th
Division_ﬁrtillery, i, ., antitank protection for the 4th Infantry -
Divislon Command Post to be located that night in the vicinity éf
Audoville 1a Hubert. (31) | |

The reconnaissance for this mission was made by $-3 and
Compeny Commanders of Companies "A" and "C", Positions for périmeter
defense were selected with "A'" Company, minus 1ts lost platoon, on
.the‘right,-Company "GY to the left end left rear.

Upon our return to thé‘battalion 1t was learned the first
hostilities hed occurred on a minor SQéle. Apparently, one of the
nuﬁerous small fortifications in the area had been by-passed and
reméined unnoticed until membefS of our local security chanced to be-

curlous about what was on the other side of the hedgerow.‘ The action

(31) Verbal order recelved by Bn. Co. in-presence of the author.,
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had been brlef, wlthout losses ﬁo us, and the twenty some odd PWsl
turned ower to some 1nfantfymen returning‘to the beach,

The battalion moved into position, checked its flelds of fire
and tled in for mutual gupport and all around securlty for the night.
The gap caused by lack ofrdestroyers t67co§er all necessary posle
tlons in the perimeter was cémpensated for by selection of alternate
 positions whiéh could be occuﬁied in darkness and security posted
to prevent surprise from éﬁ unexpéctéd direction,

ANTT-TANK DEFENSE OF A DIVISION

During the early evening, the Commending Officer, S-2, S-3 and
the Communicatilons Officer visited the 4th Dlvislon Artillery Cormand
Post'to check the latest dpveldpments and complete the antl-tank plans
for the following deay. This time we were asslgned the mlssion of
| protecting the Dlvision left flank &gainst posslible enemy armor.

Unlts of pfimary interest to us were the 8th and 12th Infantrj
Regiments who held the center and left flank of the 4th Dlvision sector.(?

A recomnalssence was made as 1t was hecessary that they be aware
Qf our plans-and that we have knowiedge of their likely dispositions
. the following day. The remailnder of the reconnalssance Wasfextfemely'
difficulﬁ, in that it was conducted 1n élmost total darkness, It wasg
very fortunate that we had made extensive map atudies of this area
' while we were in Englend as this famlliarized us with the terraln over
which we were now working.' Accessible positions covering the most
likely avenues of enemy ermored approach were selected and the move-'
ment to pogltion began,

We led out with Company "A" flrst, leaving Company "C" in its lef%t
fiank positions., They Joined the column after Company "A" had cleared. .
It was necessary to lead the companles slowly because of the extreme
darkness and the fact that we dared not use even blackout lights.

Company nyn occupled the right of the sector chosen, Company oL}

(32) A-2, p. 46
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lwaé:ﬁepIOyed to the left, covering all routes of approach from the
i*'direction of Montebourg. Time permitted only a mep selection o posi«
‘tlons againsﬁ atteck in other sectors of the division front. We re-
~lied to'quite an extent on the inundated ares to the south and the
1ocation of the 82nd Airborne Division as partial barrlers In that
,'direction.
Minor activity occurred in these positilons with the approach of
_ déwn, as 1t was found that in addition to crashed gliders strewn
thrgughouﬁbur area, we were also intermingled with small, scatteped
‘groups'of'Georgian soldlers, The amount of small arms fire exchanged
had7no serlous consequences. 'Shortly aftér it began we found that
there were also a few soldiers of the 82nd and 10lst Alrborne Divi-
ﬁioné in the vieinity, They were most helpful in orienting our men.
on the locel situation and taking our prisoners off our hands.
l'ﬁittle occurred during the early part of the day. The advance
of the Ihfantry rendered our positions of little immediate value.
There appeared to be ﬁo armoréd threat, s0 we sat in position while
the,Commanding Officer went to the Division Artlllery Command Post
for further ingtructions,

ATTACK OF A FORTIFIED POSITION

ﬂpon the,Coﬁmanding Officer'slreturn,‘we'learned that oupr direct
suppert of Inféntry had begun; 7

VCompany "C" was to move emst to asslst the lst Battallion of the
22nd Iﬁfantry'in an attack on the strongpolint of brisbecq. Orainarily
the support of an infantry battalion would not call for the use of sd
ményfghns( VHoweﬁer, in this-instance, the infantry battalion had
'thabked Crisbecq early on the morning of the 7th and-had.been counter-
‘attacked and driven back in the afternoon, (33) |

It was about this time that Company "C" arrived and went into
pésition-along the general line held'by theﬂlnfantry.
 (55)-A-7, p. 1
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- The enemy attacked again during the early hours of the morning
end our destroyers participated in repulsing the attack. (34)

. Difficulties were experlenced by most gunners in thls engagement

. as the wooded area came too close to their positions to afford a
1ohg,.open fileld of fire. They could nof ses well wilthout the ald
qf night lighﬁing devices, Pinpoint preclsion was lost in thls typé _
 of fighting and 1t was a slow process to use bore sighting on tar-
.gepé af this élose range. (35)
o With oﬁe compahy thus employed, the Headquarters snd two pla-
toons of Company "A", even though in well forward positions, cone
stituted ﬁhe maln moblle anti-tank-reserve for the entire 4th
Division sector. (36) | |

OLOSE SUPPORT oF INFANTRY IN THE ASSAULT

-To further the Corps sadvance on Cherbourg it was necesseary

that the high groﬁhd.inrthé-vicinity‘of Quineville be captured and
‘enemy coastal positionms, whlch were still delivering all too-ac-
curate fire on the beachﬁfheutfalized. Between thé attackers and
therQuinevillé Rldge were‘the strongpolnts of Crisbecq, Azeville,
Fontenay Sur Mer, Chau de Fonteﬁay‘and Ozeville, ranging from forti-
fied positions to snemy cccupled towns,

On the 9th of June a task force, including the 22nd Infantry.
and the 899th Tank Destroyer Battellon, was formed under the command
~of Bfigadier General Henry A Barber. (37) |

The decision was made to contaln the enemy at Crisbecq with
'VGompahy "G of the 22nd Infantry and Company "C" of the 899th Tank
Déstroyér Battalion. . (38) |

The remeinder of the regiment with the two platoons of Compapy
'_"Aﬂ, BQch, attaChéd.for the purpose of anti-tank protection and
ﬁirect support in the assault,.was to attack in a coiumn of battalions.
(34) Personal'knbwledge, statement of Captain Clarence A Heckethorn,
.C0, Co "C", 899th TD Bn, to author 7 June; (35) from conversatlon be-
tween the gunners of Co "C" and the author; (36) personal knowledge;
(37) A7, pe 1 (38) A-7, p. 1 | \ : ‘
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The third was to seize the town of Azefille and the strongpoint to
the northeast, then attack Ozevilie; to be followed by the 2nd which
- would contain the enemy at Chau dé Fontenay; and thé lat which would
atteck the town of Fontenay Sur Mer to relieve thé preséure on the
Zrd Battallon which was réceiving fianking fire on that,poiﬁt. (39)
| Operations proceseded according to plen on the 1lth, The fole-
lowing day found the platoons of Compsny "A" used almost entirél&'in
the assault_role as-tha 3rd battalion reduced the 0Ozeville strong-
point, (40} By niéhtfall mopping up operations were almost-com-
‘pleted;'- (41) in tﬁe absence of a tank thfeat, the destroyers had
'éSSisted by délivering direct fire on fortlifications and emplacementa,
‘contributing where they could to the reduction of the énemy's strength.
'St111 the disadvantage of never having worked together befbré and:
‘having no common communication system wes felt, |

The 12th of June saw "B" Company, Headquarters.compény and
-Reconﬁaissance Company rejolning the batfalion, much to‘theArelief of
'i the Battallon Sergeant Mejor who had been resupplying our advance
force wlth the Message Center thﬁae quarter ton trueck. They had bsen
- taken to Omaha beach, lended there with the loss of several véhicles,‘
and moved to Utah beach by various improvised means duringrthe period
since we had seen them last, No onse in that gro&p seemed to héve a
‘coherent idea of how or why this mishap had occurred. . {42)

V_Théy were broughtﬂinto an assembly area southwest of Emonde.
 [réomp§ny "B's" platoons were immediately placed in support of infantry
in the Ozeville sector with the main effort toward the Quinheville
‘Ridge. | -

| Redonnaissanca Company located qbservation posts énd manned them.
Those. having adequate fields of 6bservqtion were most difficult to
- gecure. Most reconnaissance was accomﬁlished by yatrols working.back
and forth over the Division front with primary missions of obtaining
(39) A-7,-p. 1, suppleﬁented by pefsoﬁal'knowledge of the amuthor;

(40) personal knowledge; (41) A-7, p. 2; (42) converastion between

_the Bn. CO, Bn. Exec. and- the author,
14



all avallable 1nforﬁation concerning enemy armor.

Finally, Crisbecq fell and Company "C" was released to Battalion
control.

Thls company, less one platoon, was now switched to the 8th
.Infantry sector on the left, The detached platoon was left in support
of one of the battalions of the 39th Infantry. Thils Regiment had
been detached from the 9th Infaﬁtry Division and assigned the mission
of clearing coastal defenses along the shore north to Qninevllle. (43)

The only roads usable in this vast, Inundated area were cause-
ways, many of which had been mined. One destroyer, which had been
gent down to glve close support to the attacking infantry, was stopped,
when it hit a mine, and became bogged down in the mud. This neces-
sitated several hdurs deley in gettling 1t out, durling which time no
fire of any kind was being delivered,

The platdon leader organlzed positions for his four destroyers
in the ruins of the now fallen Crlsbecq. Infanbtry, in line of sklr-
milshers, was advancing northwerd toward Quineville, over the inundated
area between Crlsbecq and the beach, Main resistance was coming from
enemy located in fortifled positions primarily-designed for beach de-
fense, The range to most targets was in the neighborhood of 1500 to
25600 yards, |

In order to avold jamming the alr with excessive communications
and avold the possibllity of drawlng enemy filre, EES telephones-and
remote'control devices in the destroyers were connected by wire, so
that the platoon leader could give the most minute instructlons and
target deéignations to the commander of each vehicle without leaving
his observation post, which was located in a ruined Crisbecq tower.

He supplemented his own vision by radlo contact wlth members of
his own platoon who were following the infantry. From them he re-
celved target designatlions and reports concerning the effect of his

fire. As fire missions were relayed to him, he designated the target

(43) A-2, p. 58
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by means of reference points and speciflied which destroyer was to fire.
Thus, excellent control and pinpoint precision were made possible.  (44)

It proved much faster to have the destroyers located on high
ground with good observation. The fire hed been nearly continuous
and a small shift in a turret had moved deadly accurate high explosive
and armor plercing rounds to targets designated,

About the time a good show was progressing at this position,
the enemy opensd flre on the crowd of observers, that had gathered
on the high ground above the destroyers, causing four or flve cas~
uallities among the group. At this point, Colonel 'Paddy ' Flint,
Commanding'Officer, 59th Infantry, ordered the balcony cleared.

On the morning of the 13th the 3%rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry,
moved toward the high ground west of Quineville, The 2nd Battallon
movad through the 12th Infantry area to attack west along the ridge
- toward Quinevillie, The lat Battalion moved from 1ts positions near
Pontenay sur Mer to a position on the left of the 3rd Battalion and
prepared for a coordinated attack to selze the Quineville Ridge. (45)
This was accomplished the morning of the 14th and our Companies "A"
and "B" returned to battslion control, (48} |

Company "C" returned from support of the 8th and 39th Infantry
Regiments and the 899th was released from 4th Infantry Division. We
reverted to VII Corps control and moved, as a unit, to the vicinlty
of Eturville, southeast of Chef du Pont., With this move battalion
interest shifted south and west of the beachhead,

The first ﬁlatoon of Company "A", missing since the initisl
landing, wes found fighting with the 10lst Alrborne Division in the
vicinity of Carentan. The Company Commander‘naturally felt he should
heve hls platoén returned for continued operations. The spirit of the
request, however, was not shared by the 10lst Alrborne. Conference

with the platoon lesder revealed: (1) that he was most satisfied

(44) personal observation: (45) A-7, p. 2; (46) A-7, p.2
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with hls self appolnted attachment to the 10lst; (2) that he wes
very proud of belng with the savagely fighting paratroopers; and
(3) that he would gladly spend the rest of the war with them if
he were able to concelve a way in whicﬁ tank destroyers could
become'aifﬁorne. |

On the forenoon of 16 June, Company "A", less one platoon was
| attached to the 9th Infantry Division, then in the viclnity of
3t. Jacques de Nehou,‘pushing wegtward toward Barnevlille sur Mer,
Later in'the day they were rejoined by thelr 'prodigal' platoon
end the entife company attached to the 60th Infantry Regiment,
| Actlon was the saﬁe as that pfeviousiy encountered except on
a more repld scale, Galns were quickiy made, enemy reslstance was
crumbling and the work consisted of glternately carrying and figh¥3
Fﬁng With infantry troops agalnst oppésitionlwhich was generally
vehicles and personnel.
| Company "CM had & similar mission with the 82nd Alrborne Division,
then cleaning out enemy resistance along the north bank of the Douve
River.

On the afternoon‘l6 June a platoon of Company "C" éupported the
attack of the 82nd Alrborne on the town of St. Sauveur le Vicomte,
'éun‘suwere‘ emplaced on the east bank of the Douve River behind the
iast availablé cover. Support in the inltial phasgs was relatively
simple in that all flashes of gun fire and indicatlons of grouped
persommsl or crew serﬁed wWeapons %ﬁﬁagbund to be enemy and could be
fired upon. One destroyer was,lost during this action in an exchangs
of fire with an enti-tank gun, wherein the latter got them 'fustest
‘with the mostest’ .

~As the attaok progressed it was difficult to tell friend from
foe, at which time one gun remained in an overwatching posltion while
.the other section followed the paratroﬁpers into the town and assumed

e tank role In street fighting while the mopping up operations were
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being carried out. The flrat sectlion was soon followed by the
other remaining gun. All continﬁed'the actlion, crdwding toward the
eoer growing perimeter, firing on targets of opportunlity at close
range, untii the town was secuved., '

Company "A" continued to.puoh westward with the 60th Infantry.

Company hB" was in direct support of Infantry with the 357th
Regimenteal Combabt Tesm, then fighting in 8 northwesterly direction
on the right rear flank of the 9th Infantry Divislon.

Enemy tenks seemed conspicuous by their absence and targets
for all three companles were ordinarily crew served wespons, groups
- of enemy personnel, and motor or horse-~drawn vehlcles,

On the morning of 18 Jdune, the Battalion Commander, 3rd Battalion,
60th Infantry, pooled ideas wlith the platoon leader, 1lst- platoon,
Company "A". A resultant task force, ‘consisting of three half-tracks
and the first platoon of Company "A", loaded 21l the Infantry they
could get on this combination-of vehicles and departed for Barnevllle
‘sur Mer,

As this small, but highly moblle force intersected the Les Pleux-
La Haye du Pults road, they met the head of motorized and horse-drawn
remnants of the German 77th Infantry Division, moving south., An
exchange of fire wilth the head of the column resulted in some of the »
leadingéwenemy vehicles being knocked out and the remainder blockaded.

Word of what had happened was immediately flashed back to ch
Divislion by'radio. This was & Division Artillery S-s's dream,
1Zomble! after 'Zombie'# was poufed onltha halted Germans and the pef-
ceﬁtage of annihilatlon ranged somewhére between high and complete, -

During the initlel action one of the destfoyers was knocked out.
The radio operator, though wounded, remained in the vehlele and served
as fhe sole communicatlion link between the commander of this‘fORce

end the -Conmanding General, 9th Infantry Division,

a#messed fires of @th Infantry Division Artillery
| | 10



The task force rolled on into Barneville, which was supprived
am@ taken. by supt |
Unlts of the B99th were released by Corps order from all other
commitments and were reatﬁaéhed as a unlt to 9th Infantry Division,
| - Troops of the 9th swung rapldly to the north. The peninsula
was cut. Cherbourg was the next objJectlve.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

_ A study of this brief cross section of typicel tank destroyer
action shows that they were not ﬁsed in their primary role,'during
the opératioﬁs in Normandy, north of the Douve River inundated area.,
Thié wes brought gbout by the sbsence of enemy armor and the need
for high velocity, hard hitting assistance against enemy fortifilcatlions
encountered by the,infantfy. Although a powerful mass of fire power
was sometimes left 1dle, the tank desﬁroyers‘had the‘weight, ability,
experlence and training to.cope wlth enemy tanks if they appesared,
Had enemy armor moved in our directlon, a reiatively large force
Vcould have been stopped by our unlt between the western end of the
inundated area south of St. Sauveur le Vicompte and the western shore,

Lack of agressiﬁeness wag apparent at Crisbecq. This was probably
nof.the fault of elther commander concerned but rather attributable
-to & -lack by each of a'kncwledge of the other's capabllitles and
mefhdds of operation. Although the destr@yer compeny poséessed over-
whelming fife superiority over the defending garrison it was of little
vélue if hot'intelligently requested and used, |

Initlative of a platoon leader led to very effectlve and close
support'in the case of the Second Platoon, Company "ch, supporting
a Battalidn of the 39th Infantry Regiment; These people had worked
togethef.in England, understood each other's methods to a degree and
were‘hot'strangers.
| Support of infantry was agressive in the capture of St. Sauveur
71@ Vicomte. The spirit was definitely present with troops.oflthé
82nd Alrborne Division and was shared by the tgnkrdestroyer platoon
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in‘support. The game feeling showed ltself In the"seperated platoon
of Company A" while working with the 101st Alrborne Division and.
againinﬁiatting of the peninsula,

N It 1s apparent now thet the good and bad points of tank destroyer
battallions were being recognized.  The disadvantage of inadequete
,‘ﬁrmor 1s being overcome by recent developments in the heavy tank.
'The desirability of the high velocity, hard hltting gun has been
ihcluded. Thelr availability for use with infahtry troops has been
insured by the créatlon of the new Infentry Regimental Tank Company
and the Infentry Division Tank Battallon.

N Although outmoded by more recent weapons thatiperform the same
and additional dutles, Tank Destroyers were therse when needed and
performed a duty which the situation required.,

' | LESSONS

Included in lessons lesrned during this period are:

1, Tank destroyers can be used to advantage when employed in
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- their secondary rol??
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2. Maximum bettle efficiency can not.be attained without previousi
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' combined training oi tha#units«eoneenned with each other or similar

units. -

5;‘ Agressiveness follows .commend channels and a resocurceful
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pletocn leader can eocomplish his.miesion with “the maximnm of effi-
cleney and the minimum of effort.

4. Lack of liason between forWard and rear units in an operation
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of thls kind results in needless 1oss of time and waste of materiel.
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54 Night vision devices are needed for night fighting.‘ N

e

B Deoentralizetion is the most practioal method of operation
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for armor in close support of infentry. : : ' ' T
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7o Infentry can be efficiently transported on armor andginsures
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the arrivel of the two at the scene of battle at the same time,

8. Armored units communication systems can be of use to the

S

infantry unit oommander ae a supplement or subetltute.
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